‘declarations of independence

‘1In the spirit of Christopher Colum-

The text of Presldent Coolidge's
address follows:

Mr, President and Members of the
Pan-American Conference:

No citizen of any of the Americas
could come to the queen of the is-
lands of the West. Indies without ex~
periencing an emotion of gratitude
and reverence. ‘These are the out-.
posts of the new civilization of the
Western Hemisphere, It was among
them that the three small ships of
the herolc admiral came when, with
the assiitance and support of Spaln,
Columhus prescnted to Europe the
first widespread. public, and au-
thoritative knowledge of thc New
World. Other paints may have been
previously visited, but for these was.
reserved the final revelation. ‘The
great discoverer brought with him
the seed of more republics, the prom-
ise of greater humean freedom, than
ever crosssd the seas on any other
voyage. With him satled immortal

great charters of self-government. He
Jald out a course that led from
despotism to democracy. Edward
Everett Hale, a seer of New England,
tells us that this gallant seaman
whao rose above the siorms to be-
come the forerunner of an age of plo-
neers,
“Tafy blood and puile snd tyranny hehind,
Salling still West the hidden share 10 find;

For_all mankind that unsalned semil unfuried,
Whmlr Gud might write anew the stery of the

bus 8ll of the Ameéricas have an
eternal bond of unity, a common
heritage bequeathed to us alone. Un-
Jess we together redeem’ the promise
which his voyage held for humasan-
ity, it must remain f{orever void. This’
is the, destiny which Pan America’
has been chosen to tulfill.

PEOPLE FILL SADDLES

A8 we look back.over the accom-
plishments of the past four cen-
zurifes, we can se¢ that we are ware
raated in asserting that the ‘Weatern
Hemisphere has. not. failed in the
service that {t seemed, destined to
render to humanity. Progress does
not go forward in a straight line. It
35 & succession of waves. We, can’
mot always ride on their crest, but
amohg our republics the main tide
of human advancement hss been
steadlly rising. The people have tak-
en charge of their own affairs. In

and |-

spite of some temporary discourage-
ments, they have on the whole been
successful. The fertility oi a virgin
woll, & wealth of mineral deposits,
an abundance of water pcwer, a mule
‘titudle -of navigable rivers, all at the
command o0f =& resourceful people,
have produced & muterial prosperity
greater in amount and mcre widely
distributed than ever hefare fell to
the Jot of the human race, The arts
and sclences have flourlshed, the ad-
vantages of education are widespread,
devotion to religion is msrked by
its .- sincerity,
The spirlt of Iltberty i& universal.
' ‘An attitude of peace wnd good-
will prevalls among our natlons,
A determination to adjust dif-
ferences among ourselves, not hy
a resort to force, but by the
application of the principles of
Justice and equity, 15 une of our
strongest  charucterintic. The
soverelgnty of small ngtions is re-
spected. It is for the pirpose ot
giring  stronger guaranties - o
these principles, of increasing
the amount snd extending  the
Breadth of these hlesehugs, that
:}lm conference has been asseme
ed.

The very place where we nre meet-
ing 18 a complete demonstration of
the ‘progress we aye making. Thirty
years 2go Cuba ranked os a foreign
poasession, torn by revolutlon and dev.
satated by hostile forces. Such gov-

ernment as existed rested on muitary among oyr re
force. Today Cuba i3 hcr own 80ve racles are peace-loving.

Hor people are incependent, founded
iree, prosperous, peaceful, sand en- the general welfste of tHé " people,
Joying the advantages ol Aclf-govern- which is

ereign.- Her

ment.

of ths New World."
Our fair hostess has rafsed herself

to & high and honorable . position anger and plenteo
among the notions of the earth, The mgs : et
intellectual qualities of the Cuban peut

prople have won for them & perma-
nent place in science, art.and litera-
ture, and their production of staple
‘commodit{cs has made them An ime
portant factor in the eéconomlie atruc.
ture of the world, ‘They have reached

‘
1

© slon of the spirit of democracy. No

The last imporiant area has warfare,
taken her place among the republics gdopted

Y position in the stability of thelr
government, in the genuine expres-
non of thelr public opinion &t the
hallot box, and in the récognized
roundness of their public credit that
has commanded universal respect and
wdmiration. What Cuba  has done,
others have done and aré dolng.

CAN KELY ON PEOPLE’

It is a heavy responsibility which
rests upon the pecple and the gove
ernments represented at this confer-
ence, Unto them has been given a
new Iland, free from .the traditional
jealousies and hatreds’ of the Old
World, where the people might come
into the fullest state of development.
It is. among the republics of this
hemisphere that the principle of hu-
man. rigiits has had 1ts broadest. ape
plication; where pclitical freedom and
equality and economic opportunity
have made thelr greatest advance.

Our most sacred trust has been,
and is, the eatablishment and expane

doubt we shal: make some false starts
and cxperjence some  disappointing
reactions, But we have put our con-
flience In the uitimate wisdom of
the people. We helleve we can rely
on their intelligence, their honesty,
and thelr character. We aré thor-
oughly committed to the principle
that they are bettsr fitted to govérn
themaelves than anyone elee s o
govern them. We do not elaim im-
mediate perfection. But we do ex-
pect continual progress. Our history
reveals. that in sych expectation we
huve not Leen disappointed. It is
hetter for the people to make thelr
own mistakes than to have some one
clse make thelr raistakes for them,
POLICY OF PEACE
Next to our attachment to the
principle of self-government has
been our attachment to the pol-
Icy of peace, When the republies
of the Western He:nlsphere gained
their independence, they were
compelled to fight for it. They
have nlways been a brave, reso-
lute and determined people, will-
ing to make any sacrifices to de-
fend what they belleved to be
thelr rights. But when once their,
rights have heen secured, they
have heen almost equally solici-
tots o respeet the rights of
others. Thelr chlef efforts have
heen devoted to the arts of peace,
They have never coms under the
detusion of milltary grandeur.

Nowhers among these pbpublics
have great military establishments
yver.been maintdined for the purpose
>f averrweing or subjugating other na-
Hons. We have all nourished s com-
mepdable sentiment of moderate
preparation for nationsl defense, be-
lleving that for a nation to be un=
reasonably neglectful of the mill-
tary art, even If it did not invite
and cause such aggression ss to re-
sult elther {n war or {n ablect hy-
miliation, {t must finally lead to a
disastrous diaintegtation of the very
moral flher of the nation.

But it is One thing to be pre-
pared to defend our rights & a lgst
extremity and quite another to rely.
on force where reajon ought to- pre-
vall. The form of our governments
Ruarantees us againat the Old World
dynastic wars. 1t 1 scqresly too much
1o say that the confiicts which have
heen waged by our republics for 150
years have beeiy almost entirely for
the purpose of securing indspendence
and extending ‘the domain ‘of human
[reedom. When thase have been ac-
complished, we have not falled to
heed the admonition to beat our
swords into plowshares,

ADJUSTMENTS EASY
We have kept the pédce so largely
pyublics hecause d:goc-

They are
on the deésire to promote

seldom - accomplished b
In sddition to this we havz

only by thelr accomplishments,

" bnt also by thelr aspirations, A
Divine Providence his made us a
nelghborhood ‘of republics. 1t 8

.hinpossible to supppse that it was
for the putpose of making us hos.

. tile to each other. but from timn
to time to revenrl to 15 the meth-
ods by which we might secure the
advantages and blessingy of en-
during friendships.

Like the subjects which have oc-
nipled the attention of your prede-
2085078, the topics contalned in the
agendn of the present conference call
for co-operative internatlonal actfon.
They belong to the class of inquirles
that pféducs closer internattonil re-
lations, promoting the good of all In
Lhe political, econamle, social and, cul-
tural cpheres.  Your predecessors
have shown great wisdom in’ direct-
ing their attentlon to the mauters
that unite afid strengthen us 'in
friendly collaboratlon—subjects that
develop -an inter-American’ unity of
sentiment which alone can mak® .our
common endeavors frultful.

MURT MAINTAIN IDEALS

The existence of this conference.
held for the considération of meas-
ures of purely American concern, in-
vojves no antagonism toward.. any
other section of the worid or any
3ther, .orgsnisation. It means that
the indepondent republics of the
Western Hemisphere, animated by the
mme ideals, enjoying the common
blessings of freedom and peace, real-
lz6 that therc ate many matters of
mutusl intereat and importance
which can best be investigated and
reso{ved through the medium of such
friendly contatt und negotiation as
s nmectssary for co-operative action.

We redlize that one of the

most Important services which
we can render to humanity, the
one for which we nré pecullarly
responsible, 1§ to maintaln the
1deals of our western world. That
i3 our oblfzation. No one elre
ean discharge ft for uvs, X€ it s
to be met, we must meet it our~
&glves., We must joln together
fu assuring conditions under
which our republica will have the
freddom and the responsibility
of working vut their own destiny
fn thely own way.

The p of the {ve
Pan-American conferences reveal a
record of achievement which, with-
out attémpting the spectacular, con-

' atantly bullds on the rolld found

own culture and society. In a terrl-
tory reaching from the north tem-
perate zone through the tropics to
the South Pole, there is room enough
for every worthy activity which s
profitable and every ideal which is
good. Qur geographical location, as
well as our political ideals, has en-
dowec us with a self-contsined unt-
ty and independence. Instead of ‘con-
sidering our variations as an obsta-
cle, we ought to realize that theyare
r contribution to ‘harmonjous polit-
lcal and ‘economic relations.

. _‘In’this great work of furthering .

‘inter-American understanding, a

large responsibility rests upon

the press of all countrles. In our
present -stage ' of- clivillzation,
knowledge of forelgn people is
almost wholly supplied from that
source. By misinterpreting ‘facts,
or by carelessness -in presenting
them:in thelr true lght, much. -
damage can be done. While great-
progress has been made toward
the pyblicaclon ot fuller informa-
tion and unblazed views, a bet-
ter exchange . of mnews service
would do much to .promote mu--
tual knowledge and understand-

[Ing. What happens .in. this hem-

fsphere 18 of more vilal interest

to all of us than whgt happens

.actoss any, of the oceans,

_An -increase .of Information  deo-
pends largely ‘on an increase in the
means of communication. During
the entire nineéteenth century inter-
courge between the Americen repub-
lles was exceedingly dificult, ana
this isolation proved a ter.ous obsta-
cle .10 closer :.understanding. 'The
twentleth century, however, and es-
pecislly the - 1ast- ten years have
wit tonishing changes tn this
respect. Transportation oy water has
bscome rapid, comfortable, and rela-
tively inexpensive. Shipptug facili-
tles' from the United States have
been largely improved. :

Our government 1s greatly inter
ested In increasing thetr efMclency.
Rallway lines have been extended so
that 1t will soon be posstbie to travel
with practically no inter-uption from
the northern border of the United
States to the southern burder of El
Salvador, and In 8Bouth America from
Peru to Patagonin. During very re-
cent years every government of his
hemisphére has been giving specia)
attention to the bullding of high-
ways, partly with a view to estab-
lishing feeders to the rainway lines,
but also to provide great arteries of
inter-American communication for

0

of the immediately attainable, With
ea . succeeding conference  the
agreements for the ovderly setile-

¥ port. On the well of my
offics hangs a map showing proposed
highways connccting the principal
points of our two continents.

- I am asking the United States

ment of such diflerences as mny,gﬂu
between the Amert publ tve
been extended and strengthened,
thus moking their relationshlp more
ceriatn and more securs. Each con-
ference has contributed its share to-
ward developing more: intimate oule
tural ties among the nations of this
hemisphere. and cstablishing = new
currents of mutusl understanding.
Obstacles to closer economic relations
have been removed, thus clearing the
pathways of commercial intercourse.

ALL PARLEYS IMPORTANT
Of scarcely - less {mportance “have
;been the mary aspecial conferences:

which from time to time have as-|
sembled for the purpose of dealing |

with the more technical 'questions
in the relations between the repub-
llcs of America. The meetings of the

International Commission of Jurists,

the Pan-American highway coufer-
ences, ' the child-welfare conferences,
the sanitary conferences, the confer-
ence on consular procedure,. the sci-
entific congresses, the financial cone
ferences, the Red Cross conferences.
aud the highly important and signifi
cant congress of journalists have all
served to strengthen that apirit of
Pan-Americon solidarity which, in
the last analysis, represents one of
'ih. -greatest achicvemonts of our

A splrit of dation 4
good will, confidence., and mutual
helpfilness. We have been alow to

in mercy. When
attitude prevatls il {s not qif-
t to find practical means of ad-
Justing differeices. The statesman-
ship of the Southern; American ra-
publics hes ‘shown a. pecullar gkill
and aptitude in this fleld. It began
with mutual consultation. The first
Pan-American Congress assembled at
Panama Cjty aboun 100 yeays ago.
The purpose of thdt gathering his
never been forgotten and. it may be
sald to have marked the beginning
Of & permanent institution. The re-
g::;lcs ;our.h of :holmo Grinde have
uced a h mpressive record
of a reso&h‘.‘tﬁtcdl&ion. arbitration,
and other peéaceful methods of the
adjustment and adjudication of thelr
internationsl differances. A study of
thelr treaties will disclose .some of
the nnutkexnmples of mutual coven-
ants for “the lmitation of arma-
ments and the avoldance of hostile
conflict. In. the discovery of the
true principles of international rela~
Uons, and in the practical abllity of
putting them into efféct, they have
 demonstrated '8 moral power and
strength of character for which the
whole world should be profoundly
gratetul. :
The

. Pan-American  conferences
meet for the purposs of maintaln-
ing and extending these important

principles. It 38 {mpossible to con-
celve of a-more Inspiring motive
which men eould entertain in dealing
with the affairs of this worl¢ You
have convened to take.counsel to-
gether for Increasing the domestto
welfare of the free people of our In-
depéndent republics and promoting in- |
ternational peace. No other part of |
the world could provide constituen-!
cles which all have such a unity of
purpose, . '

GOODWILL PREVAILS
Tae whole atmosnhere of the con-
terence is animated with the spirit
of democracy and good will. This
is the fundnmental concept of your
organization, All nations here repro-

ocnted atand on an exact footing of
equailty, The smsllest and the wesk-
#8t speaks Lere With the same au.
thority as the'largest and the most
powerful, You come together under
the present condlitions, and the fu-
ture expectation, of profound peace.
You are continuing to strike & new
note In international gatherings by
meintaining & forum fn which. for
the melfish interems of a few, 'bu*
the general welfare of all will be.con-
sidered,

If Yon are to approximate your
pnst nyceesses, it will be because
You do not hestiate to meet ‘fucts
ajuarely. - We must consider not
only our strength but our weok-
nesses, We. must give thought
nat only to our eacellénes but to
our drfects.  The attitnde of the
open mind must presall. Most of

. all, you must be guided by pae
tience, . tolerance . and eharity.
Judging your stster nations not -

civilization and one which.
in the future, ia destined to play
%0 important a part in the fuifill-
ment- of the high mission intrusted
to_the republics of this hemisphere.

It has been most . gratitying ‘o
witnhess the increasing interch of

g to aythorize sending engl-
xieering advisers, the samo as we
esnd military and naval advisers,
when requested by other countries,
to assfst In road bullding. These
gratifying changes are aobut to be
supplemented by the establishment
of avietion routes, primarlly for the
transportation of malls, which will
afford to our republics a channel of
fnterchango which wil! find its ulti-
mate expression in closer cultural and
commercial tles and in hetter mu.
tual comprehension. Our Congress
also has under conslderation pro-
posals for supporting stich afr routes.
Cltizens of the United States are
considering Installing them.

Private organizations of a civic,
cultural, and educational charnctes
also havo & great opfortunity to help-
in. the development of a closer un-
derstanding smong - the nattons of
America.

fcan Continents is an outstanding tn-
stance of the field for service open
to the clvic and philanthropis or-
ganizations of thia nefnisphern,

In the domain of commerctal relae
tions, the laat few years have wite
nessed an extraordinary strengthen.
ing of the economic ties binding to-
gethier our republics, In both agri-
oultural and tndustrial  production
the countries of Americn are now
complementing one another to an
uhusual degree, resulting in an ine
cressing exchange of commodities.
Furthermore, recent years have wite
;nesacd & most gratifying riss in the

univeraity profeasors and tho con-
stantly growing stream of - atudent
i muigratlon from one country to an-
other. No other influencs car. be
more potent and effective In promod-
Ing mutual comprehetision of na-
tional aims and !deals. It 18- sincere-
ly to be hoped . that this cultural in.
terchunge will with each year as-
sume larger proportions.

HAS RESPONSIBILITY

It t& not desirable that weshould
attempt to be all altke, Progress Is
net secured through uniformity and
shinllarity but rather through mul-
tiplieity ang diversity.~We should all
be Intent on maintalntng our-.own
inatitutions and customs, preserving
the purity of our own .Janguage.and
lterature, ‘fostering the ideals of our

dards of living of the Wago.
Ameri{cas.

(earners throughout the
;'rney enjoy a greatec productive and
rearning- capacity. with a consequent
{ncrease in their Purchasing power
which has been Treflected  in the
growing volume of inter-American
commerce, deatined to become more
dnd more Important as it combines
a solentific’ utilleation of naturn
resources with an incrensing economte
power of the massew of the people,
WEALTH MEANS SERVICE
The greater a nutlon becomes
in wenlth aud production, the
more it has Yor the service of itx
neighbora, the larger its warkets
for the poods of othern. The. op-
. eratlop et nntural forces, supples .
ted by the .pugpose *

of the governments and peoples of .

the Americas, has Increased thelr

mutual interest tn each other and |

strengthened the commercial tles :

amoag them. .

In this work of inter-American co-
operation, an important part has been
played by the Pan-American Unlon, It

organization has labored unceasing-
1y to give effect to the treaties ana
resolutions adopted by the successive
conferences. Its scope of usefulness
1s constantly being enlarped and.ils
ability to serve the American repuns.

that passes. . .
In the. area of political relations
the results have been no less grati-
fying and even more significant It
ig almost impossible fully to appre-
clate the remarkahble record achleved
by the .republics of America in the
settlernent of .the. differences thet
Bave arisen among.tihem  Beecausé
of ill-defined boundarles of thz

of the old Spanish colonial empire,
the independent States of Amerien
carved.out of it, ¢cll helr to a lirge

y cases, were Of an excred-

. |ingly delicate and difficult nature.

It is a tribute to the spirit of

which has ‘dominated . the relations
among the nations of the western
world that most of these dieputes
have been settled - by the orderly
process of negotiation, medlation and
arbitration. The adjustment of in-
ternational differences on-the Amer-
1can continents has happlly advanced
to 8. stage at which but few ques«
tlons remain unsolved. This ' ex-
traordinary record of achievement
places . heavy responsibility upon the
present generation to advance the

clously begun.’ .
‘EXAMPLE FOR WORLD

It. is a high example that we
have set for the world in re-
solving Internatfonal differences
without resort to force. 3f these
.conferences mean anything, they
mean the bringing of .all our
people more definitely and more
completely under the relgn-, of
Iaw.. After all, it Is in that ai-
rection that we must look with,
the greatest assurance for hu--
man progress. We -can make no
advance in the realm of economs
ics, we can do itothing for edu-
cation, we, can accompllsh but
little éven. in the sphere of reli-
‘glon, untl - human, affairs are
brought -within the tiderly rule
of law. The surest refuge of the

The fine co-operation of.
the Red Cross Socleties of the Amers

stands- a5 the permanent orgap of:
these conferences.. Thio international |

lcs s strengthened with each. year

sparsely get.led political subdivistons

number of territorial disputes which,

good will and mutual-accormnmodation

grest ‘work that has been 5o auspl- [ o

‘|, weak and the oppressed 1s In the
law.” It'is pre-eminently the.
,shleld of small natfons.

This i5 necessarily g long, laborious
sragess, which must broaden - out

! rom t to precedent, from

. ‘he general acceptance of principle

' 0 principle. New activities require
1w laws. The rules for the gov-

- raing of aviation are unly beginning

be ‘considered. We shall make

nore 53 in the end it we pro-
eed with deliberation.: No doubt yor
sl find in your discussions many’
winciples that you are ready to an-
lounce as sound and settled rules of
ictfan, But thete are certain to be
sther. questions concerning which it

8 not possible at the present time

0 lay down, a specific rule of law.

Ihis need not discourage anyone. It

8 rather the most conclusive evidence

that the results which have been se-

- ured are not of a temporary and
l-considered nature, but & mature
statement of sound and cenclusive
principles. .

The founders of. our republics
Sought mno peculiar preferment for
themselves. That same disinterested

- spirit which has animated. the .con-.

duct of our past conterences .

given the American family ot nations

a high place in the opfuton of .the

world. Our republics suek 1o speclal

privileges for themselves, ner are they.
moved by any ¢{ those .purposes Qf
domination and restraints upon Ilib-
erty of action which in otber times
and places have been fatel to. peace
snd progress. In the international
system which you represent the rights
of each nation carry. with them cors
responding obligatrons, defined by
laws which we recognize as binding
upon all of us. It is through the
careful observance of these laws
which define our rights anc i{mpose
our dutles that internattonal co-
operation 15 possible. Thi¢ lays on
all a continental tesponsibility
which none of us wish te avold and-

PY t

- the fulfillment of .which is one of

the most tmportant guaranttes of in-
ternational friendship. .

‘"LAW' AND CHARITY GUARDS
,While the law Is necessary for the
proper guidance of human actlon,
snd will always remain-the source of
freedom and lberty and the ultimate
guaranty .of all our rights, there is
another element in our experience
which must always be -taken into
consideration. We read that “The
letter killeth, but the spirlt giveth
life”  Oftentimes in our Interna-
tional relstionship we.shall have to
Jook to the splrit rather than-to the
letter of the law.. We shall have to
realize that the highest law 18 con-
sideration, co-operation, friendship
and charity. Without the .applica-
tion of these there can be no peace
and no progress, no liberty, and no re-
public. These are the attributes.that
raise human relationships out of the
realm of .the mechanical, above the
realm: of animal existence, into the
loftier sphere that borders on the di-
vine. If we are to cxperience a new.
era In our affairs, it will be because
the world recognizes.and lives in ac-
cordance. with this spirit. Its most
comaplete expression is the Golden
Rule.

.. The light which Columbus fol.
lowed has not failed. The courage
thas carried him on still lives. They
ara the heriiage of the people of Bol-
ivar and of Washington. We must
lay our voyage of exploration toward
complete understanding end friend-
ship. Having taken that course, we
must not be turned aside by the
fears of the timid, the counsels of
the ignofant, or the designs of the
malevolent. With law and charity as
our guides, with that ancient falth
which is- only strengthened when it
requires sacrifices, we shell anchor
at Jast fn the harbor of justice and
‘truth. ‘The same Pllot which stood
by the side of the Great Discoverer,
and the same wisdom which instruct-
ed’ the founding fathers of our re-
.publics, will continue to abide with
us.





