102 AMHERST ALUMNI DINNER

XV

AMHERST ALUMNI DINNER
SPRINGFIELD
MarcH 15, 1918
TaE individual may not require the higher
institutions of learning, but society does.
Without them civilization as we know it
would fall from mankind in a night. They
minister not alone to their own students,
they minister to all humanity.

It is this same ancient spirit which, com-
ing to the defence of the Nation, has in this
new day of peril made nearly every college
campus a training field for military service,
and again sent graduate and undergraduate
into the fighting forces of our country. They
are demonstrating again that they are the
strongholds of ordered liberty and individ-
ual freedom. This has ever been the dis-
tinguishing characteristic of the American
institution of learning. They have believed
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in democracy because they believed in the
nobility of man; they have served society
because they have looked upon the posses-
sion of learning not as conferring a privi-
lege but as laying on a duty. They have
taught and practised the precept that the
greater man’s power the greater his obliga-
tion. The supreme choice is righteousness.
It 1s that “moral power” to which Profes-
sor Tyler referred as the great contribution
of college men to the cause of the Union.
The Nation is taking a military census, it
is thinking now in terms of armament. The
officers of government are discussing man-
power, transportation by land and sea and
through the air, the production of rifles,
artillery, and explosives, the raising of
money by loans and taxation. The Nation
ought to be most mightily engaged in this
work. It must put every ounce of its re-
sources into the production and organiza-
tion of its material power. But these are to
a degree but the outward manifestations of

s
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something yet more important. The ulti-
mate result of all wars and of this war has
been and will be determined by the moral
power of the nations engaged. On that will
depend whether armies “ray out darkness”
or are the source of light and life and liberty:
Without the support of the moral power of
the Nation armies will prove useless, with-
out a moral victory, whatever the fortunes
of the battlefield, there can be no abiding
peace.

Whatever the difficulties of an exact defi-
nition may be the manifestations of moral
power are not difficult to recognize. The
life of America is rich with such examples.
It has been predominant here. It established
thirteen colonies which were to a large
degree self-sustaining and self-governing.
They fought and won a revolutionary war.
What manner of men they were, what was
the character of their leadership, was at-
tested only in part by Saratoga and York-
town. Washington had displayed great
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power on many fields of battle, the colo-
nists had suffered long and endured to the
end, but the glory of military power fades
away beside the picture of the victorious
general, returning his commission to the
representatives of a people who would have
made him king, and retiring after two terms
from the Presidency which he could have
held for life, and the picture of a war-worn
people turning from debt, disorder, almost
anarchy, not to division, not to despotism,
but to national unity under the ordered
liberty of the Federal Constitution.

It was manifested again in the adoption
and defence by the young nation of that
principle which is known as the Monroe
Doctrine that European despotism should
make no further progress in the Western
Hemisphere. It is in the great argument of
Webster replying to Hayne and the stout
declaration of Jackson that he would treat
nullification as treason. It was thecompelling
force of the Civil War, expounded by Lin-



106 AMHERST ALUMNI DINNER

coln in his unyielding purpose to save the
Union but “with malice toward none, with
charity for all,” which General Grant, his
greatest soldier, put into practice at Appo-
mattox when he sent General Lee back with
his sword, and his soldiers home to the
plantations, with their war horses for the
spring plowing. And at the conclusion of
the Spanish War it is to the ever-enduring
credit of our country that it exacted not
penalties, but justice, and actually compen-
sated a defeated foe for public property
that had come to our hands in the Philip-
pines as the result of the fortunes of battle.
But what of the present crisis? Is the heart
of, the Nation still sound, does it still re-
spond to the appeal to the high ideals of the
past? If those two and one half years, be-
fore the American declaration of war, shall
appear, when unprejudiced history is writ-
ten, to have been characterized by patience,
forbearance, and self-restraint, they will
add to the credit of former days. If they
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were characterized by selfishness, by poli-
tics, by a balancing of expediency against
justice they will be counted as a time of
ignominy for which a victorious war would
furnish scant compensation.





