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THERE speaks here with the voice of im
mortality one who loved :Massachusetts. 
On every side arise monuments to that en
during affection bred not of benefits re
ceived but of services rendered, of sacrifices 
made, that the province of :Massachusetts 
Bay might live enlightened and secure. A bit 
of parchment has filled libraries. A few hun
dred dollars has enriched generations. The 
spirit of a single liberty-loving soldier has 
raised up a host that has shaken the earth 
with its martial tread, laying low the hills 
but exalting the valleys. Here Colonel 
Ephraim ·williams still executes his will, 
still disposes of his patrimony, still leads 
the soldiers of the free to an enduring vic
tory, and with a power greater than the 
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sword stands guard on the frontier marches 
of the Commonwealth. 

Honor compels that honor be recognized. 
In compliance with that requirement this 
day has been set apart by this institution 
of letters in testimony of the merit of her 
sons. Nearly one half of her living alumni 
were under the direct service of the Nation 
in the great war. Into all branches of the 
service, civil and military, they went from 
the alumni, from the class rooms, from the 
faculty, up to President Garfield himself, 
who served as Director of the Fuel Adminis
tration. From America and her allies has 
come the highest of recognition, conferred 
by citation, awards, and decorations. Their 
individual deeds of valor I shall not relate. 
They are known to all. Advisedly I say that 
they have not been surpassed among men. 
Their heroism was no less heroic because 
it was unconscious there or because of be
fitting modesty it is unostentatious here. 
There was yet a courage unequaled by the 
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most momentous dangers which were met 
by those now marked with fame and a 
capacity in the others which would have 
matched equal events with equal fortitude. 
In the most grateful recognition of all this, 
to the living and the dead, by their Alma 
Mater the Commonwealth of l\::Iassachu
setts reverently joins. 

But this day, if it is truly to represent 
the spirit of this college, means more than 
a glorification of the past. It was by a stern 
determination to discharge the duties of 
the present that Ephraim ,villiams pro
vided for a future filled with a glory that 
must not yet be termed complete. His 
thoughts were not on himself nor on mate
rial things. Had he chosen to inscribe his 
name upon a monument of granite or of 
bronze it would have gone the way of all 
the earth. Enlightening the soul of his fel
low man he made his mark which all eter
nity cannot erase. A soldier, he did not 

"put his trust 
In reeking tube and iron shard" 
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to save his countrymen, but like Solomon 
chose first knowledge and wisdom and to 
his choice has likewise been added a splen
dor of material prosperity. 

Earth's great lesson is written here. In 
it all men may read the interpretation of 
the founder of this college, of the meaning 
of America, of the motive high and true 
which has inspired her soldiers. Not un
mindful of a desire for economic justice but 
scorning sordid gain, not seeking the spoils 
of war but a victory of righteousness, they 
came, subordinating the finite to the in
finite, placing their trust in that which does 
not pass away. This precept heretofore ob
served must not be abandoned now. A de
sire for the earth and the fullness thereof 
must not lure our people from their truer 
selves. Those who s~ek for a sign merely 
in a greatly increased material prosperity, 
however worthy that may be, disappointed 
through all the ages, will be disappointed 
now. Men find their true satisfaction in 
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something higher, finer, nobler than all 
that. ·we sought no spoils from war; let 
us seek no spoil from peace. Let us remem
ber Babylon and Carthage and that city 
which her people, flushed with purple pride, 
dared call Eternal. 

This college and her sons have turned 
their eyes resolutely toward the morning. 
Above the roar of reeking strife they hear 
the voice of the founder. Their actions 
have matched their vision. They have seen. 
They have heard. They have done. I thank 
you for receiving me into their company, 
so romantic, so glorious, and for enrolling 
me as a soldier in the legion of Colonel 
Ephraim ,vmiams. 




