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Coolidge in the Great Southwest

Coolidge, Arizona community leader Ralph Swain stands with Program Associate
Rushad Thomas near the Coolidge Dam in Arizona, October 4, 2014

The Southwestern United States is a stunningly beautiful corner of the world. With
desert as far as the eye can see, cacti taller than your head, and an ancient heritage of
indigenous peoples who pioneered in technology long before the first European settlers
arrived, this region of our country holds tremendous treasures that | encourage you all
to explore.
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| had the pleasure last weekend of exploring a southwestern treasure directly related to
President Calvin Coolidge, the dam on the Gila River in Arizona that is eponymously
named for him. Dedicated by Coolidge on March 4, 1930, the Coolidge Dam is a
massive edifice, composed of three large domes, approximately 250 feet in height,
anchored by two buttresses. The Dam impounds the Gila River for 23 miles when full.

Coolidge played an integral part in the construction of the dam. On June 7, 1924
President Coolidge signed the legislation authorizing the dam, which was passed
unanimously by the Senate and House of Representatives, and presented to him by
the Arizona Congressional Delegation. He presided at the dedication ceremony,
attended by more than 3,000 people, with First Lady Grace Coolidge at his side. Satirist
Will Rogers, also in attendance, looked down from the dam at the grass in the lake bed,
and quipped "If this were my dam, I'd mow it!" You can view footage of the dedication
by clicking here.

In addition to exploring the wonders of the Coolidge Dam, | also had the privilege of
staying in the City of Coolidge, Arizona, about an hour southeast of Phoenix, which
was named for President Coolidge in 1925. Nearly 90 years later, the City of Coolidge
is a wonderful, vibrant community. While there, | spoke to the town historical society
about President Coolidge and the work of the Foundation, and invited them all to join us
here at the Notch for our Worldwide Coolidge Reunion to be held next summer. | was
also privileged to be able to ride in the Coolidge Days Parade as the representative of
the Coolidge Foundation. That was quite a ride!

| am very grateful to the people of Coolidge, Arizona for their hospitality and generosity
to me, and | look forward to welcoming them, and you, to Plymouth Notch July 30 -
August 2, 2015 for our Worldwide Coolidge Reunion!

---Rushad L. Thomas
Program and Editorial Associate
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PLYMOUTH, VERMONT =

Special thanks to Rod Gipson of Gipson Photography for snapping these wonderful
pictures.

And the Semi-Finalists Are...

The Coolidge Foundation is proud to announce the semi-finalists for our Coolidge Prize
for Journalism and the Calvin Prize for Vermont Youth! The winners of the prizes will
be announced on November 6th at our New York Gala Dinner.

Coolidge Prize Semi-Finalists

e Jordan J. Ballor
¢ Donald Boudreaux
e Steve Brawner
e Veronique de Rugy
¢ Pierre Desrochers

e Jonah Goldberg
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Bhekuzulu Khumalo
Jared Meyer

Jacob Sullum
Allison Schrager

Calvin Prize Semi-Finalists

o Kathryn Bassette, Hartland, VT

e Sydney Benjamin, Peacham, VT

¢ Mina Bozeman, Lower Waterford, VT

¢ Antonio Carlisle, St. Johnsbury, VT

e |zzy Dodge, St. Johnsbury, VT

e Peter Eckhardt, St. Johnsbury, VT

¢ Angela Kubicke, Peacham, VT

e Aster O'Leary, South Burlington, VT

e Hector Steyn, Lyme, NH (St. Johnsbury Academy pupil)
e Jay Tilden, St. Johnsbury, VT

Thank you to all who submitted entries to our Calvin Prize and Coolidge Prize
competitions! We were very excited to receive so many wonderful submissions, and
we hope that you will submit again next year!

Nov. 6: Second Annual New York Dinner

CALVIN COOLIDGE PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATICNN
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Join Coolidge in New York City on November 6 for the Foundation's Second Annual
New York Gala. Since debate is our major program, this year's dinner will feature a
debate on income inequality between former U.S. Senator Phil Gramm and Chrystia
Freeland, Canadian MP. Gramm, a trained economist, was a longtime U.S. Senator
from Texas and the author of much financial legislation. Freeland represents Toronto in
the Canadian Parliament and is the author of the major book Plutocrats: The Rise of the
New Global Super Rich and the Fall of Everyone Else. Freeland gave a TED talk on
inequality, and it has received well over a million views. Larry Kudlow has agreed to
help moderate. The audience will judge the debate!

We will also witness a debate between the national high school debate teams of
Canada and the United States! Team USA and Team Canada will begin our evening
with a student debate on our income inequality resolution!

At the dinner we will again award the $20,000 Coolidge Prize for Journalism and the
$1,500 Calvin Prize for Vermont Youth. This year we will also award a runner-up
Calvin Prize.

The dinner will take place at New York City's historic Metropolitan Club!

For more information, visit our website, or call our office: 802-672-3389.
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You can view a promotional video for our dinner on our YouTube Channel.

Nov. 12: Budget Summit on Capitol Hill

CALVIN COOLIDGE PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATION

NOVEMBER 12, 2014

Hart Senate Office Building, Room 902

Registration begins at 8:00 AM

The Coolidge Foundation {s marking the 40th anniversary of the 1974 Congressional Budget and
Impoundment Control Act with a conference on reforming the federal budget system. Budgeting
was President Coolidge's specialty. Coolidge once remarked budgets were “a sort of obsession
with me." Coolidge believed a good budget was "among the noblest monuments of virtue.”
Coolidge, along with President Harding, established the modern budgeting procedures for the
federal government with the Budget and Accounting Act of 1921. This law enabled Coolidge to
cut the budget, not merely reduce the budget's increase. The 1974 Act attempted to do the same
for Congress's role in budgeting.

Today, America‘s budgeting process again requires significant overhaul. This conference brings
together the nation's leading experts on budgeting to illuminate the historical record and
address changes that both parties can make together to improve Congress’s budget laws and
practices. Breakfast and lunch provided free of charge.

THE HONORABLE JEFF SESSIONS

MAYA MACGUINEAS ROBERT REISCHAUER JAMES H. DOUGLAS
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AMITY SHLAES CHRISTOPHER C. DEMUTH DAN CRIPPEN

BILL WHITE MAURICE MCTIGUE JUNE O'NEILL

G. WILLIAM HOAGLAND STUART BUTLER ALLEN SCHICK

Join us for an interesting and important discussion of how the federal government crafts its
budgets and how this process can be strengthened and improved.

RSVP AT COOLIDGEFOUNDATION.ORG, (802) 672-3389, OR EVENTS@CALVIN-COOLIDGE.ORG

Click Here to Complete Your
RSVP Online!

Speaker Update!

We are proud to announce that Rudolph G. Penner has been confirmed as a speaker
for our November 12th Budget Conference! Penner is an Institute fellow at the Urban
Institute and holds the Arjay and Frances Miller Chair in Public Policy. He was director
of the Congressional Budget Office from 1983 to 1987. From 1977 to 1983, he was a
resident scholar at the American Enterprise Institute. We are pleased to have three
other former CBO directors joining us for the conference, including Robert
Reischauer, Dan Crippen, and June O'Neill.

Shakespeare Alive at the Notch!
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ave Jri purpose merriment!
-Merchant of Venice

Put on your boldest suit of mirth, for we
it
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| Shakespeare Alive![ |
- A Bard-Based |
L Variety Show |

Comedy!
Dramal
Music!
Merriment!

Satu‘rday, O cto ber .8 t ha
12 NOON

Union Christian Church

Calvin Coolidge State Historic Site
43 Messer Hill Road ~ Plymouth, VT

The College Advantage by former Executive
Director Cyndy Bittinger

Please check out this article, written by former executive director Cyndy Bittinger,
about the value Calvin Coolidge placed on his higher education. You can find the article
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on the website of Vermont Public Radio.

CALVIN COOLIDGE PRESIDENTIAL FOUNDATION

Calendar Reminders

Here’s a list of date reminders for your calendar:

e October 18: Stand Up Shakespeare, 12:00 PM, Union Christian Church,
Plymouth Notch

e October 19: Last day of the 2014 Season at the President Calvin Coolidge State
Historic Site. Be sure to come to the Notch for one last visit before Winter!

¢ November 6: Second Annual New York Dinner. Metropolitan Club, New York
City. Tickets Required.

e November 12: Budget Conference. Hart Senate Office Building, Capitol Hill,
Washington, D.C. Free event, with breakfast and lunch provided. RSVP HERE.

e December 6: Holiday Open House. Plymouth Notch. Hosted by Vermont
Division for Historic Preservation.

000

Facebook  Twitter Website
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Coolidge Foundation function, or signed-up for the list on our website.

Our mailing address is:

Calvin Coolidge Presidential Foundation
PO Box 97

Plymouth, VT 05056
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