
I keep h a v i n g i n q u i r i e s about the c o a l s t r i k e . I don't know j u s t why 

I keep h a v i n g them. I suppose the pres s would l i k e something to w r i t e about. 

There i s n ' t a n y t h i n g t h a t I can say about t h a t , and I don't know of a n y t h i n g a t the 

present time t h a t I can do about i t . Now, i f you w i l l j u s t keep t h a t i n mind 

perhaps i t w i l l be an i n d i c a t i o n of what s l a n t you ought t o take when you hea r 

rumors. 

I don't know o f a n y t h i n g about Commissioner Haynes* c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the 

Government othe r than what I have seen i n the p r e s s . I have i n d i c a t e d , I t h i n k a 

good many times, to the conference, t h a t I had a very h i g h r e g a r d f o r Major Haynes. 

I think he was a ver y good o f f i c e r h o l d i n g a ve r y d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n . I am sure 

that he can be v e r y h e l p f u l by c o n t i n u i n g . Now whether i t i s g o i n g to he thought 

best by General Andrews and S e c r e t a r y M e l l o n and Mr. B l a i r t o c o n t i n u e him i n o f f i c e , 

I don't know. From a l l I know, I suppose they are g o i n g t o do so and r e c e i v e the 

benefit o f the v e r y v a s t knowledge he has of the s i t u a t i o n and use him i n a g r e a t 

many ways. 

I haven't i n c o n t e m p l a t i o n any a c t i o n i n r e g a r d t o Commissioner o f 

Immigration, Curran, of New York. I don't know what h i s views a r e about i m m i g r a t i o n . 

I know t h a t he has e x t e n s i v e views t h a t he has v o i c e d i n the p r e s s , but i f t h e r e i s 

a d i f f e r e n c e between him and the Immigration Department, I don't know j u s t what the 

nature of the d i f f e r e n c e i s . The o n l y rumor t h a t has ever come to me t h a t seemed 

In any way a r e f l e c t i o n on Mr. Curran, and I don't know th a t t h a t was warranted, was 



I the f a c t t h a t he seemed t o be making a good d e a l o f c r i t i c i s m o f h i s s u p e r i o r 

officers. He may have a v e r y good p l a n o f r u n n i n g h i s o f f i c e over t h e r e t h a t i s 

| better than the Department has. Of co u r s e , i t i s always u n f o r t u n a t e when a sub-

ordinate s t a r t s out p u b l i c l y t o c r i t i c i s e h i s s u p e r i o r s . I have u n d e r s t o o d t h a t 

lir. Curran was a f i r s t - r a t e p u b l i c o f f i c e r . He i s a man o f i n t e l l i g e n c e . I t h i n k 

he i s a graduate o f Y a l e some time back. I t l o o k s as though he was w e l l t r a i n e d 

to a d m i n i s t er t h a t o f f i c e . Now I imagine t h a t t h e r e have been rumors about 

j i t , but t h a t the f a c t s are r a t h e r i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l . 

P r e s s : The m a t t e r hasn't been r e f e r r e d to you by the Labor Department? 

P r e s i d e n t : Not t h a t I know o f . I heard something t o the e f f e c t t h a t a 

I letter o f r e f e r e n c e had come over h e r e , but I have never seen i t and don't t h i n k i t 

pas come. 

Here i s a n o t h e r v e t e r a n rumor about my p o s i t i o n on the World C o u r t . 

If yoa want to know what my p o s i t i o n i s i n r e l a t i o n to. i t , r e a d the two or t h r e e 

statements t h a t I have made. The f i r s t one i n my message o f 1923, next i n my 

message o f 1924, and i n an address I made a t A r l i n g t o n she 30th o f May, 1924. 

I haven't changed my p o s i t i o n a t a l l . Nobody has suggested t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be 

any compromise. What I want i s some p r a c t i c a l r e s o l u t i o n t h a t w i l l c a r r y out the 

necessary purpose. 

Senator Borah d i d n ' t mention and I d i d n ' t mention the I t a l i a n debt o r 

the f o r e i g n d e b t s , when he was i n h e r e . I sent f o r him to c o n s u l t w i t h him as I am 

consulting w i t h a g r e a t many now, to f i n d out i f a n y t h i n g had o c c u r r e d t o him i n 



his e x p e r i e n c e or h i s s t u d i e s t h a t would he something t h a t I ought t o touch on i n my 

nessage. I l e a r n e d from Senator Smoot and S e c r e t a r y M e l l o n , who was i n h e r e j u s t 

now, t h a t they seemed t o he making v e r y good p r o g r e s s . I haven't any d e t a i l s . 

If I d i d have them, I wouldn't want to d i s c l o s e them. But the y a r e making p r o g r e s s , 

mere i s every i n d i c a t i o n I t h i n k t h a t an agreement can be re a c h e d . That i s the 

general i m p r e s s i o n I g e t from my co n f e r e n c e w i t h those who a r e on the debt commission, 

mere seems to be a d i s p o s i t i o n on b o t h s i d e s t o t r y to make a s e t t l e m e n t and I 

think from such i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t comes to me t h a t b o t h s i d e s a r e a p p r o a c h i n g the 

[problem w i t h the utmost candor. When t h a t i s the case we u s u a l l y expect t h a t c a n d i d 

Binds can meet and agree. 

I t h i n k t h a t i s a l l f o r t he day. 

(newspaper men c a l l e d back w i t h i n a few minutes) 

* * * * * between the d e p r e s s i o n o f the f r a n c and the debt s e t t l e m e n t f a i l u r e . The 

suggestion i s t h a t the s o - c a l l e d Morgan c r e d i t s t o Prance have been h e l d up a t the 

instance o f the Government. I don't t h i n k t h e r e i s any f o u n d a t i o n whatever f o r any 

rumor o f t h a t k i n d . I don't know o f any p r o p o s a l by France to get c r e d i t s h e r e , 

and I am su r e t h a t our Government has not put a n y t h i n g i n the way o f any c r e d i t of 

that k i n d . I am v e r y c e r t a i n t h a t no s u g g e s t i o n has been made f o r an a d d i t i o n a l 

credit* 

P r e s s : That was made a l o n g time ago, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes. A c r e d i t o f I t h i n k 1100,000,000 was extended i n the l a t e 

spring. 

Europe? 

P r e s s : Has the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n any p l a n s f o r a p o s s i b l e debt c o n f e r e n c e i n 

p r e s i d e n t ; no. u '' ' 


