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The Whlte House

Washington

March 3, 1929

My dear Mr. Harrison:

By direction of the President I sent to you
Yesterday by express a wooden box about 11 x 15 x 10
containing transeripts of the conferences held by the
Presldent with the Washington newspaper correspondentg.
When the box arrives will you please gee that 1t is
properly marked to show that 1t contailns these reports,
whilch I have written out and kept on file during the
adminis tration.

Many thanks for your attention.

Very truly yours,

Erwin C. Geisser

Mr. J. L. Harrison,
Forbes Library,

Northaupton, Massa,.

Tnie 18 a copy of the letter which
accompanled the box in 1529.
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August 21, 1923

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Correspondents.

I heve a number of interesting inquiries here and one of the first

is rg%%tive to the reports of observers returning from Europe, whether they

- pofnt to the necessity of any change in the Americen attitude toward Bueopean

affairse So far as 1 get any information from them, it doesn't point to the

necessity of any changes Those returning comfirm the wisdom of the attitude

that has been maintained since I have lmowa abomt things in Washington. They

realize the @ifficulties over there, perhaps more acutely by reason of im-

mquatq.eantagx wuth .them than we can here, and 1 think they can see that

there isn'"t éngthzng that American can do at.tha present time other than pro-
aqu ‘with the course that it has mapped outs

# An inquiry about Mexicos A report'has been made by the two Commis-

'?sibuemg, Mr. Werren and lirs  Paynes That iqgén the hands of the State Dept.

being digested and considerede When that werk is finished a report will un=-

ﬁgubtedlgéhelsent to me with recammendationafas to what attitude ought to be

'adOPted toward the provisions of the neport-ﬁnd the recommendations that are

In 1t. Affer that has been determined, should It them be possible to resume

rélationship'with Mexico, I think the procedure wnulﬁ be the appointment of a
Charge 'de Affaires. Some time later the question woﬂld.be token up of the
appeintmentgof aﬁ Ambassador to represent MEximmx us and, of coq;se,.the ro-~
ception of an Ambassador here to represent Mexico. Now I don't want to be
a#ked about_the detailse Those you get‘aoﬁi Bropgrly from the State Dept.
Tor, do 1 knOW'JuSt when they will have finished their siudy of the report
and their digest of it, so that they will bring dheir recommendations to mee
But I think very ghortlyc

An'iﬁquiry about the Us S. Chamber of “‘Commerce. Repeesentatives of
that body came in yesterday and more in the way, I thought, of paying their
respects than of a desire to promote any particular policies at the present

timees They assured me of their hearty desire to cooperate and, of course, in

return I assured them of my desire to listen to any reports or any proposals

they might have and render any possible assistance in promoting business wel=

fare in the U. S., bacause if that is going on happily and well there is very . -

liétle chance of unemployment, very little chance of any distress among those

that first feel the pinch of distresg in
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An inguiry ebout when we intend to move into the White Housee

ﬁ' We are zoing to get in as soon as we cane. It is possible that we can come over

]
this afternoone We would like to g0 in guietly, not without observing the

befitting dignity of moving into the White Houée, but with as little ostentation
as possible, on account of the circumstances, of course with which you are
familiar, that surround our taking up our residence there.

An inquiry about the flexible provisions of the Tariff Act, and the
establishment of a Tariff Adjustment Board. No settled policy has been adopted
in that respect. Of course, the Tariff Commission has a large file of informa-
tion that it would be impossible for any other board to collect for a long

time, They have policies and customs and traditions there that are exceedingly

helpful to them in getting any information that is-necessary.-in presenting it

to the President for his actions I should doubt very much if we could expedite
matters at all by a Tariff Adjustment Board. But, as I say, I haven't any mature
policy in that respect, but so far as I have given ita:g thcught, I can gee a
great many objections to it.

I have already spoken about Mr. Warren's report and Judge Paﬁne's
reporty = the fact that I couldn't give you any of the details of that, as it is
iﬁ the State Department.

An inguiry about the Cuban situation. That is as it was when I re-
ceived the representatives of the press last week. General Crowder is here and
I don't know of anything more fitting that we could do in recognition of the
disinterested work of am efficient public servant than to say a word about his
accomplishments in Cuba, durihg the time that he's represented our Government
there« He's gained the confidence and the support of the Cuban people. He
was of great assistance to them_in reorganizing the Government, always acting
in the capacity bf a friend, and never acting in the capacity of one that was
trying to force something on the Cuban people that wasn't for their beﬁefit,

I think there is in Cuba, as I indicated the other day, a very great mass of

public sentiment that appreciates the work that he did,&nd the people of duri - -

oou country ought to appreciate it and, I think voices a universal desire for

him, when he has had the rest that he is entitled to, to return and continue

his good worke
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An inguiry about the shipring policy. No change in the personnel
there is contemplated at the present time, so far zs I know, and no suggestiqp
has come to me. I don't ¥mow whether anyone's time is expiring, so that it is
going to be necessary to fill a vancancy. If there is any case of that kind
my first thought would be to retain the person that is now holding the position.

An inquiry about the legality of creating subsidy corporztions for
the operation of Govermment owned fleet. Thnot is a guestion that had occurred
ot me and no final decision could bs made upon it as a policy without taking,
probably, the opinion of the Attorney General, though I think that the counsel
of the Shipping Board is thoroughly convinced they have the right within the
provisions of law to innaugurate that plan. The Shippning Board has not been
advised to put in force its new operating plan, but it's under consideration.
It is probable that some committee may be sppointed outside of just persomnel
of the Shipping Board. Of course, it would be represented by its Chairman, and
I may want to consult with the Treasurer and the Secretary of Commerce, the
Chairman of the Committee that has it in charge in the House and the Chairman
of the Committee in the Senate and, perhaps, one or two others, relative to the
feasibility of the proposed plan.

| There was one matter 1 had in mind not covered ﬁy a question. That is

the reappointment of Mrs. John Jacob Rogers, the wife of the Congressman from
lizssachusetts, whom many of you know has spen 21l of her time in Washington for
years, I think, working among the soldiers in the hospitals. Whenever I have made
8 vieit to Walter Reed Hospital, there I find lirs. Rogers dressed as a nurse
helping to take care of the boys out there. It was her regular occupation.
That so impressed the President that he made her a special appointment as his
representative to go about from hospital to hospital all over the Us Se, conferring
with the men there, finding out if there was anything th:ot the Covernment could
do for their relief, and trying to extend the perscnal touch of the Us. S. Govern-
ment towards those who are suffering from disabilities incurred in the country's
service. It has been a great pleasure to me to reappoint her and ask her to
continue the work that she so efficiently begune

No final action has yet been tzken concerning the calling of a
Governors' conferenmce relative to the enforcement of the prohibitory laws. It

has been my expectation that there would be such a conference. Immediately on my
return to Washington Mrs. Haynes called on me and s2id that he had been here all
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surmer (this is more or less confidential); that he had a considerable degree
of fever and wanted to g0 away and rest up. He had no serious illness that I
could learn of, but felt that he needed rest, so I haven't had the opportunity
to confer with him and find out Jjust what questions he has that we cpuld submit
to a gathering of Governors, or just in what way we could propose to them that
they could assiste. When he returns, I shall take that up with him and see what
can be done.

The gquestion that is presented here, "Is it your intention that the
Government shall operate directly the shipping fleet?" I think the answer to
that is, "No, that isn't contemplated.” There has been a proposal for a little
change in operation, but if can't hardly be said to‘be a direct operation.

An inguiry about the attitude towards the release of so-called
political prisoners. I should bes very sorry to see the U.S. holding anyone in
confinement on accoﬁnt of any opinion that that person might hold. It is a
fundamental tenet of our institutions that people have a right to believe what
they want to believe and hold such opinions as they want to hold without having
to answer to any one for their private opinion. On the other hand, when persons
holdinz opinions, whatever they may be, findertzize to go out and £f influence .
others to commit acts that are contrary to the law of the land, whey then, of
course, they come within the purview of the law of inciting riot or advising
the commithment of crime, or comspiracy, well recognized criminal actions not at
all related to the holding of ideas. When that has been the case, and es-
pecially in time of war when there has been any overt act against the administra-
tion of the Govermment, then people who engage in that activity become fit
subjects for punishment. 1 recognize that we have allowed their punishment
for some time and I shall do everything I can to extend a reasonable clemency
on the part of the Government.

I think 1 have covered the situation as it exists. I think I had here
an inquiry about the coal situation which I must have overlooked. There are no
developments on that in Washington. The conference is going on in Atlantic City
hopefully, 1 thinke. At any rate, I shall entertain that opinion until it is
clearly demonstrated that some other opinion ought to be helde But I realize

that there is a real desire on the part of the miners and operators to get to-
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gether and continue the mining of coal, and with that desire in their minds, I

e |
feel pretty confident that there is some common ground for & meeting place that
10| .
' will relieve the situation. |
00

o4 (gere a question was put by & newspaper representstive that I couldn't
e It was about the direct operation of the shipping fleet by the

04 Government) .

i3 I do not understand that the plan proposes what you would call a form

89 of direct operation - but not technically direct operation. 1t would be

indirect. That plan has zlready been tried, as you kmow, and it hasn't been

b sntirely satisfactory. They are looking around for something that holds out

iy some hope that we may be relieved from the enormous expenditures that we are now
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August 24, 1923.

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Correspondents.

One of the first guestions that I sece here is relative to the
time when we may resume diplomatic relntions with Mexico. It is imrossible
to state any specific date. 1 should estimate that the best that we could
do would be the middle or latter part of September. There are certain ex-
changes to be made which will necessarily take some time.

secretary Hughes came in to report that he was about to leave
town to address some body in liinneapolis, I think that is the American Bar
4ssociation. You no doubt have the advance copies of his address, and
later he is to speak in liontreal, on which advance copies went out, 1
think, today.

The report that Chairman Hammond made to me yesterday of the
coal situation was a resume of what has taken place in the efforts of the
Commission up to the present time, all of which you have.

As you know, Governor Pinchot and I have had a conference. Iiow

*phere is one word that will indicate the sitnation and that word is

"cooperation" between the Governor of Pennsylvania and the U. 5. authorities.

The Coal Commission will furnish him any information that he may desire and

* he will cooperate with us in undertaking further to negotiate, mediate and

try to reach 2 settlement. He has a jurisdiction that is more intimate and
complete over the property and the persons that are engaged in the mining of
anthracite cozl than that which is held by the U. S. authorities. Whatever '
details there are to be given out as to what he is going to do will have to
be given out by him. At the present time, I think about 211 that he could
say, or all that I could say, is that he is going to cooperate.

There are several inquiries along this line, to 211 of which I
think I have indicated an answers

And zn inquiry about the dist}ibution machinery after September
22nde. Well the distribution machinery of the U.S.Govermment, of course,
consists almost entirely of such action as czn be taken by the Interstate
Commerce Commissions That, of course, is a continuing body and, while

technically the commission of the Fuel Administrator, lr. Wadleigh, will 2
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expire by limitation at the expiration of the law on ﬁ the 22nd of September,
if there were any work that was necessary for him to do, he would continue
it as the agent of the Interstate Commerce Commission. The function of the
Government, under these circumstances, would be to see that ccal is trans-
ported to the various states. It wouldn't be at all the function of the
Us B¢ Government to undertake to distribute it after it reaches the state.
That would be for the State administrations themselves to arrange through
their own Fuel Administration, if they have one, or through such fuel
administration that it might be necessary for them to set upe Of course, it
wouldn't be fair for the U. S. Govermment to undertake to turn this problem
over to the Govermor of the State. BSuch an action would herdly be correct
for the Us 5. Government to take. It would be embarrassing to Governor
Pinchot and I should say very ungracious on the part of any authorities here.
But again we come back to the same word and that is "cooperation". Governor
Pinchot has signified his desire to be helﬁful in every possible way. I
didn't want to call him in unless he was willing to come in. He didn't want
to undertake to handle the situation unless he could do it in the spirit of
helpfulness and cooperation. We are proceeding in entire harmony and
withfff the desire to be mutually helpful. That doesn't mean that he has
assumed anything, or thzt the United States Covernment has abandoned anything.

An inquiry sbout naval expenditures objected to by the Japanese
Press. I wouldn't pay too much attention to an objection by a foreign news-
peper. I haven't seen this and am just throwing out that hint as a general
sugrestions If an objection should come to our State Department from the
responsible authorities of Japan, of course, any such objection would be
taken up, the matter discussed with their appropriats representatives, and an
amicsble conclusion would be reached. They have their pavers over there
that want to print things that, perhaps, may seem helpful to the interests of
Japan, the same as we have pepers here that, of course, print things that
they consider will be helpful to the people of America. Sometimes they are
on sound foundation and sometimes not. I haven't knmown of any objection on
the part of Japangseipapers or on the part of the Japanese Government. But,
of course, the details of anything of that kind, you can get at the State

Department. I am merely speaking on a few general observences.
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An inguiry about whether Lir. Bush is to be Chairman of the Shipping

PPE—

Board. Well, of course, he isn'ts Mr. Brush was an old time friend of mine

e

that I kmew in Boston when he was one of the officers, and I think later, the
President of the 3Joston Elevated Railway. He dropped in yesterday morning to
pay his respects and we chatted of 0ld times and ﬂé ingquired howP§ was get-
ting along in his new project and, naturally, getting his opinion about some
of my problems, particularly shipning, but it would be as impossible, I sup-
pose, to get him to be Chairman of our Shipping Board as it would be as
impossible to get-one of our College Professors to be the head of one of our
primary schools. Now I don't want any improper inference from that. I am
sure that the Chalrman of the Shipping Board and myself both realize that

his problems are big enough, but Mr. Brush is a man engaged in a very large
enterprise up in New Yorke I think he is drawing a2 szlary that is com=
mensurate with thate 1 meant that purely as a dbusiness reason of his ovm,
that he wouldn't want to abandon his work up there.for the work that he

could do as chairman of our Shipping Board, in order to take up with some of
our problems down here.

An inguiry also about the Philippine situction and the protest of
the Fhilippino Cabinet Officers, who resigmed as the result of controversy
with General Wood. There is only one position that the Presidant could take
in relation to that, and it is the position of supporting General Wood, as
he is the authorized representative of the Us S« That doesn't mean that in
doing that I should want to take an unsympathetic view or act in an unsympa~
thetic way against any of the representatives of the Philippino people, or
desire to do anything but what would be helpful to them, but Governor Wood
is there as the aceredited representative of the U. Se and, of course, must
have that support which is his due. As that support necessarily should take

the form of undertaking to help him adjust his differences, of ‘course, that

should be afforded to him, but, of course, it must take the form of support-

ing him in things in which he is pight apd helping him in any other

| difficulties.

X A nother inguiry about the airecraft limitation conference proposed
by the American Legion. It hasn't been possible to give that matter any
consideration. You know the general sitnation in Burope, the overwhelming

difficulties under which they are lsboring. I doubt if, at the present time,
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it would be possible to say to the great European nations, you better drop
some of your difficulties that you are trying to solve at home and join in
& conference to see what can be done about the limitation of air craft.
That is merely & practical difficulty that may be solved at any time. This
matter, I think, was talen up at the last conference. It wasn't vossible
at that time to secure any agreecment about it and it seems to me that there
are practical difficulties, owing to the imminent press of questions there,
that would make it even more difficult at the present time. Our own Govern~
ment realizes this and, I think, is zatisfiedx setting a fine example in
refraining from engaging in a competitive building of aireraft. And if, at
some future time, that can be taken up =nd some sgreement reached, it will be
of the utmost satisfaection to me. I think that covers substantially every-
thing that there has been any inquiry on.

I am still of the opinion that it is going to be possible to reach
& solution of the coal problem, so that there wont be any diminution in the
production of coal or any cessation of ite That feeling, perhaps, may not
be warranted by any specific evidence that I have, but it is warranted by the
general feeling and general atmosphere that pervades our country. It is an
atmosphere of peace and harmony and a desire to adjust difficulties by
agreement, rather than to resort to any form of force and coercion for the
purpose of getting one party or another to take some position that they do
not want to take. 4And with that, I have every hope and svery confidence that
such a solution will be reached. It was especially gratifying to have the
cooperation of Governor Pinchot. As I said before, he has actions that he
can take that the U. S. Government cannot take. He is there on the ground
in intimate touch and intimate knowledge of 2ll of those details and I know

will be exceedingly helpful in reaching a peaceful solution.
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August 28, 1923.

‘. b Remarks by the President ©®o Newspaper Correspondents.

I have an inquiry as to when lMr. Harvey expects to return to Londone

I think he has engaged passage for the 8th day of Septembers. He is returning to
Wew Y ork, or his place in New Jersey, either this affernoon or tomorrow morninge
Reports from lMexico City that the U. S« has already recognized the
Obregon Govermment. 1 do not understand that there has as yet been a formal
recognition, but that the matter is waiting the exchange of the usual formal

| notes. Just what the detail of that is you get at the State Department.

An inquiry sbout the coal situation. That resolves itself, in 2 way,
into the simple elements of the action by the National Government and the action
by the Sfate Government. I think there are one or two decisions of the U. Se
Supreme Court that the mining of cozl and the bringrof it out of the ground to
the top is what you might call a purely state funcetions It is intra-state and
not interstate. 1t is commerce within the state and not commerce between the
states. What we have been trying to do is to bring to bear every possible

| pressure th;t we could on the situation without undertaking to make a determina-
tion of what ought to be done by the different partiesy use such authority as

3 the United States has, and supplement that by such authority as the State of

} Pennsylvania has, which, of course, is more intimate, as it has complete juris-
diction over the property and over the people. The United States Jurisdiction

is more of an indirect nature. I think up to the present time that good progress

is being made. I heartily approve of the action that the Governor is taking up
there. 1 think he is entitled to public commendation for the cooperation that

he is bringing to bear together with the United States authorities, and I see no
reason to change my expressed hope that it would be possible to reach an

adjustment.

An inquiry about the appropriations for the Navy. Nothing definite

‘  has been decided on in that. The Budget Bur?au is working on the appropriations ¥
for all the Depsrtments. Generally speaking, it is the duty, of coﬁrsa, of the
Presidént to bring to bear such authority as he can in suprort of the execution

of the Budget. If the budget plan and policj isn't supported heartily and
effectively by the President, there isn't any hope of its being an effective

instrument for the cutting down of national expenses and the administration of
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the business of the nation in accordance with business principles. That doesn't
mean that in every instance the President is going to say the Budget Commissioner
is right and every Department is wrong. It means that we ought to look with
greatest sympathy on the suggestions and recommendations of the Budget Commis-
sioner,which,vhen they go to Congress, are, a8 I understand it, the reconineﬁd.ations
of the Presldent; and secure every possibls cooperation between the Budget Com-
missioner and the different departments, adjusting their differences éu_a wéll as
that can possibly be done, and all that is being done at the present time with
the recommendations of any Department is to look toward an adjustment betweer; that
department and what the Budget Commissioner may, with the information that he has
at hand, think he ourht to recommend.

4n inguiry as to whether I have submitted the plan of the Shipping Board
to the Attorney General. That hasn't been done. I am asking the Shipping Board
to woerk out more in detall just what their proposals are, so that we may see
what the plan is that is to be in effect, what the present plan is costing, and
vhat we should expect to save by any variation of the present plan. When those
details are on hand, of course, if there is amy question of the legality of it,
we will take it up with the Department of Justice,.

4n inguiry ebout the flexible provisions of the tariff law. 4 study is
being made by the Tariff Commission into conditions, and 2ll that I can say about
that at the present time is that 1 should want to exercise very great caution in '
meking any changes in the different schedules. If it appears that there is a
schedule that is greatly out of proportion, too high or too low, on the recom-
mendation of the Tariff Doard that that is so, I should be inclined to take some
action, but it is much more Important to the country that they should feel that we
are in a position of stability; to take and figure it today on what they can do
tomorrofv, rather than that they should be upset by the suggestion that there are
going to be a lot of changes and say:s "We can't make any cormittments or engage |

in our usual activities because what we plah today may be upset by the Goverrment

~ tomorrow. .

An inquiry about the attitude of the Administration toward Mexico. Of

course, it has been indicated that it is one of friendly cooperstion, and, so far
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as I xmow, no change in attitude excepting that which naturally comes, perhaps
more from a desire for friendly cooperation and because of the return of the
Commissioners and of their bringing back of what apparently is going to be a
satisfactory plan of cooperation and removing any question that may have ran
in the minds of the administration or of the public as to the ability to reach
& reasonable agrecment.

There is no change that 1 know of in the Cuban situation.

% An inquiry about whether it would be helpful for the press to discuss
the policy of the U. S. for the purpose of the abolition of war. I think that
candid discussion of any question 1s always helpful. That is the great service
that you perform, of reasonable and candid discussion.¥ You all have in mind
that Mr. Bok has pending a proposal to give an award of §000,000 to the person ~
who can successfully propose some plan of this kind. It happened that I was
near his place in liaine early in July. Xxwmsxmtt He came t0 call on me at
‘the hotel. 1 was attending a conference of Governors and I had an opportunity
to go over to his house and spent a few minutes one afternoon with him. He
went over somewhat of his plan and the main desire of it, the main element of
it at least, was a public discussion of these questions, in order that the
public might better be informed as to what our foreign relations really meant,
their dependence on it, the effect that friendly or unfriendly relations have
on their personsl economic condition. He thought that if that could be
thoroughly understood by the people of the United States, it would be of

great public benefit, and with that in mind, I think that the discussion in the
public press along lines of that kind will also be productive of a great deal
of public benefit.

An inquiry whether Secretary Hughes' visit to lMontreal has any
special significance. It has none, other than that which would occur to esech
one of you, or a desire on the part of the U. S., in accordance with the action
of President Harding in stopping zt Vancouver and accepting the hospitality of
that beautiful and enterprising city, makidg a speech there that was received
with a great déal of enthusiasm, of giving evidence from time to time of our
friendly feeling toward the people of Canada.X You will see the speech that
he is to deliver, 1 think it is already before you,and whatever significance
that may lie in his visit there other than that, you will see from a reading of

what it has to say.
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An inguiry about a reduction in taxation. Nothing can be said about
that at the present time. I don't want you to feel that I am adopting a policy
of concealing anything from you or doing anything other than to be perfectly
frank about every question I can discuss with you. Of course, I shall have to
deliver a message to Congress later. It would be rather inconsiderate of them
if, before going up there, I should take occasion from time to time to make

a public declaration of what the nature of my message will bes They are

entitled, of course, to the first public expression of what I want to lay before
them and suggest what their action ought to be on account of the state of the

Union « S0 I am not going tc say much at any time about what I am going to

advise Congress to do. Of course, it is never proper, or hardly ever proper,
for an executive to run out and say that I am going to force this bill through
or I am going to veto that bill. Let us wait and see what develops. Very
likely if it is a wise bill the Congress will act favorably without force or
coercion from anybody, and if it is an unwise bill, my experience has been,
both in the state and in the nation, that the legislative body will refuse to
pass it. 1t isn't necessary to resort to severe suggestions from the Executive.

I haven't any present plan for resuming cabinet meetings. Some of
the Secretaries are still away. GSecretary Hughes wont return until the 5th or
6th, or perhaps 7th. I can't give the exact date. It is about a week after
the first of September. A.ﬁd I den't know of any contemplated Cabinet meetings
until after Labor Day.

I don't kmow of any petition from the Western Tariff Association.
Perhaps one has come to the Commission, or here. If it has, I haven't seen it.

On the Agricultural credit situation. I have had a conference with
lre Myer vhich was exceedingly reassuring. As you know the Government undee-
took to furnish, through the War Finance Corporation, a large amount of credit
runmning into three or four hundred million dollars, of course without expense
to the Government. lNow the reesssuring thing about that is, it was extended,
of course, through the loan banks, the rea.?suring thing is that its obligations
are being ligquidated. They are being paid up and very material reduction has
already been made. There is far much less eall for credit in that direction
than there was a short time ago. I also had a conference with, I think, the
entire Farm Loan Board, and they told me that they had about $25,000,000 of |

money on hand that was ready to be extended in loans by both their own and

through the various agencies by which they work, there is some call for it, but |
|
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not the eall that there was a short time ago.

An inguiry about a building program. That, in a way, is for CGonzress
to act on. Not anything in the way of a radical program, 1 think,would be
contemplated at the present time. There are some public buildings here in the
ity that the Govermment needs the use of right away. ©Such as may be necessary
in the case¢ of any exigency, Congress will talke up and, no doubt, dispose of
favorably.

Inguiry about an invitation to the Johnson Morgan liemordal exercises
at Durham, N. G« Like all other invitatlions this was a peculiarly attractive
one, but I had to give a negative answer. I want to be here to take up the
details of this office, to work them out with the different Departments, in
order that I-my prepare myself as guickly as possible to carry them on to the
best of my ability. Now I wouldn't be able to do that if 1 accepted invita-
tions taking me away from Weshington. It seems to me that what the country most
needs now is stability and confidence and reassurance, and in a knowledge that
things are going on smoothly and as well as can be hoped, =2nd that they can
build on the present foundation with an assurance that there isn't going to be
any violent change in it or recession from it. For that reason I don't want
to stir up a2 lot of political speculation. That can wait. I don't want @o
limit you, in serving your constituents acceptably and interestingly, but there
are certain limits that are slways to be observed. There are many fine men in
the service of the U.S. Remember, if you can, that they are entitled to credit.
Yhey are entitled to my confidence and require support. Don't suggest, if you
can avoid it, without you Imowing it an absolute fact, that I am going toO
change or displace them with somebody else. That may come some time or other,
but you owe a little to the men that are trying to cooperate with us in carry-
ing on the Govermnment, to see that their work has proper public appreciation,

and the assurance that it is properly appreciated by me.
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g\ Bty August 31, 1923.

Remexks by the President to the Newspaper Correspondents.

I have an inquiry about whether instructions were given to Representa-
tive Porter who 1is zoing back to Geneva to continue to repreéent the United
otates Govermment in presenting its policy and securing its adoption, if pos-
sible, for the betier control of the habit forming narcotic drug evil.
Representative Porter came in this morning, not for the purpose of securing any
instructions, but for the purpose of saying he was about to go over there to
finish his work. 4s I understand it, the wsy he proceeded was to present his
case to the tribunal before which he gppeared over there, not to undertake to
sit in with them in a judicial caopacity of determining what decision should be
made, but, as he expressed it, in the common law way of appearing there as an
advocate of what the American Govermment wanted, and he was able Lo secure a
decision very substantially along the lines that he advocated. He is going back
now to continue thut poliecy. fThis decision, as I understand it, has to be ap-
proved by some other Committee or something of that kind, and he is going back
there to be on the ground to take care of American interests and see that the
decision alrecady made gets the approval of the present Committee.

An inquiry as to whether any formal note of felicitation will be sent
to the Mexican Govermment. Of course, thot is a detail that would be attended
to by the State Department. Personally, I don't have in mind that that is the
usual course, but vhatever may be the usual course in a matter of that kind
will be followed. I should be pleased, if I find that something of that kind is
ordinarily dome, and be very glad of the opportunity to do it. But those are
things in which custom has to be followed; otherwise it arouses inguiry and ‘
wonderment all over the world as to why something out of the ordinary is being |
done. It is a matter entirely of precedent, I think.
An inquiry about the Shipping Board plan. Nothing final 1h-as been i

decided about that. The Board is working 015,1: farther details and estimates. (

I am trying to find ocut what it costs to operate under the present plan, Just

o,

what changes are contemplated, and what the estimates in the way of money might

be, and as to whether the plan proposed would adequately meet the two funda-

mental requirements; one of providing shipping for American cormerce, and the
other of providing an adequate mercantile marine fleet in order that it may be
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g part of our national defences fThere is a legal problem involved, the ques-
tion being whether the plan provosed is warrgnted under the terms of existing
laws To be thoroushly advised about that, I have addressed a comrmnication to
the Attorney General's office « While the Chipping Board had already taken it
up informally and had an informal assurance that their plan was within the terms
of the present law, I thought that if I was to pass on it, that I ocucht to have -
an official commmication advising me about thate I have already said that no
formal decision has been made and 1 am expecting to call into consultation the
Interstate Commerce Commission,' some member cf it, the Secretary of Commerce,
end some others that might be helpful to 'me.

An inquiry a.bout' the racog;:z;itibn of Russia. There is no change in the
#merican policy, which, as I understand it, 1s that of awalting evidence of the
existence of a government there that, in accordance with bgfeinii standards, would
warrent recogmition, one that ﬁa.s such a form and has adopted such policies
that we should be warranted in sayiz;,z: to the American people ~ this is a govern-
ment that. meetsthese standards and these requirements and you will be justified
in making commitments accordingly, and expecting,that. when those comnitments
are made, the usual suprort from your own covernment.

An inquiry as to vhether any Ambassador to kexico has been ﬂ’p’ﬁ selected.

V&
None has been selected and, of course, would not be without consultetion with the
otate Department.

Another question,relative to Mexico, that the Treasury and State Depart-
ments now have before them a petitidtn from El Paso requesting that the inter-
national bridges of Juarez be closed earlier in the aftermoon. That is 2 matter
econcerning which I have no information at hand. It didn't come to my attention.

not
Very likely it is/2 matter of such importance that the different departments would

)

think that it was necessary to take my Jjudgment.
Whether any approvel has been given to the sale of the Norfolk Army
Base to the City of Norfolk, Virginia. That is a matter, too, that hasn't been 4

brought to my attention, so far as I can recall. I do not think the Secretary |

L
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of War has ever menticned it to me, and I don't recall any papers having gone :
over my desk in relation teo it.X Now it may be that in & matter of detail of
that kind, off and on something may have gone over my desk that I don't re-
members If you find that is the case, I hope you will be &s lenient with me

as you cans

an inquiry about the Alaskan pclicies. I haven't given any particular
thought and study to that yet. I think I saw suggestions made by the Secretary
of Agriculture that he did not understand that any changes of‘policy were con=
templated in relation to our relations with Alsska, and I didn't have a chance
to read the entire address that rresident Harding made concerning that question
at veattle. I think I would bde justified in saying that I know no reason why
I shouldn't put into effect any policy that he outlined in that address. He
and his a.ssoci:z.te§ vent to Alaska for the particular purpose of studying the
problems theres. He Yook with him his cabinet officers who have jurisdiction
over thaot territory. ‘I"n-e Secretary of War, I think, has also been to Alaslks
during the present season, and their visits there mede a determinztion on the
rart of the smerican Govermment to do everything that they could to encourage
ez'lterprise there, enconrage the invesiment of capital, encourage the zoing
in there of an enlarged population, and bullding up the resources of that
great territory.

An Inquiry about a successor to Director Scobey. He has not formally
resigned. He came in a day or too ago and told me that he had an agreement or
errangement with President Harding under vhich he had expected to retire. He
has business interests in his home state, which I think is Texas, San Antonio,
though formerly he was a resident of Chioe He is very anxious to give his at-
tention to that. He was here particularly as a personal friend of the
Fresident and didn’t feel that he could continue longer, even had President
Harding survived, and, of course, under those circumstances, while I was very
desirous of retaining his services, I didn't feel thet I could rightfully ask
him to meke a sacrifiﬁe whiéh President Haré.ing had felt he couldn't ask him
bo meke; so that he told me then he should want to petire in the irmediste

future, perhaps within a2 month or six weseks.
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P ,"- I have some inquiries here about the coal situation and nothing

has developed in that, so far 2s I can discover, beyond what you already knows
You lmow what my policy has been in relation to it. 1 asked Governor Pinchot
to0 bring his aid to the solution of a very difficult and intricate probleme. I
have given him every cooperation that 1 lmow how, and propose to contimie to
give him every possible support. I think those two words sum up the situnation,
my cooperation and my support, and I have still the same reason to hope that
I have in ‘ﬁhe past, that he is going to be able to effect = setilement,

¥ An inquiry as to what will be done if he doesn't make a settlement.
You know of the daéails and plans already in existence for providing fuel for
the countyy. Those plans will be put into effect amnd executed to the very best
ability of the Governmentj;and every power that the United States Government has
to furnish fuel to the people of the United States, to supply the publie, will
be brought into play and uses

1 do not lmow that there is anything further that I can say in dis-

cussion of that question, or any general subject at the present times




September 4, 1923,

Remarks by the Président to newspaper mene
X There doesn't seem to be a very long list of questions this morning.
I judge that the resson for that is the interest that we are all feeling in the
great calanmity which has overtaken several of the cities of Japan, and that we
are giving our time and attention almost exclusively to that.

An inguiry about Governor Hyde, who said he discussed prohibition enforce-

ment, and whether any recomendations were made either by you or by him. o specific

§ recommendations wers made.zikk He told me something of the conditions in his State,

and his desire to have the cooperation of the Federal Government, and of his desire
t0 give the cooperation of his State Govermment.

A suggestion that Commissioner Haynes has returned. I have just learned
of that this morning, znd I am planning to see him this afternoon, g0 over the

question of enforcement, learning what I can of the conditions from him and under-

§ taking to find out what can be done in the way of proper enforcement of the law.

An inquiry as to when cabinet meetings will be resumeds They will be

resumed next Friday. As I think I explained one or two meetings ago, I found that

§ vhen 1 came into office, that several of the cabinet members had commitments, some

of them 'th £0 away. oome of them even in Europe. Secretary Denby wanted to return
to Michigan to finish his vacation. Secretary Weeks. to New Hampshire. Secre-
tary Hughes, as you lmow, hed scarcely been out of the city this summer. He had
Some engagements to fill before the American Bar Association a2t Minmmespolis and

the Oanadian Bar Associstion at liontreal. He is now filling those engagements,

as you know. The Cabiznet will be 3ll back here this week and the rezular mest-

§ ings will be resumed.the first Friday of September.

Whether the Federal Fuel Distributer has been notified to go zhead with

Plans for distribution of soft cozl. No additional instructions have been given

him. His instructions were generale He undertook 0 proceed with the plan,
well, nearly = month ago, calling a conference of Govermers and representatives

0f Governors, laying out s plan for distribution of fuel. The United States, of

Course, attaches to that through the Interstate Ccmmerce Commission. It has been

suggested that Mr. Wadleigh has a term of office that expires on the 22nd. He

1is attached indirectly either through the Commerce Department, Reps Secretary
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of Commerce, or to the Interstate Com™erce Commission, and whatever it may be
necessary for him to do after the 22nd of Seplember, he will do either through
one or the other of those Departments.

+4 and I think 1 have answered the question that is made about the power
of the Federal Government. It is to treat the distribution of cos2l as 2 matter
of interstate commerce. As I have sald before, I am very grateful to Governor
| Pinchot for undertaking to cooperate &nd lend the power of Pemnsylvaniz to the
# power of the United States. I want t0 support him in every way and zive him every
possible cooperation. 4And that is being done, and we are still maintaining the hope
§ that he may be able to reach some kind of an adjustment. In the meantime, I do not
want to say anything that might in the slightest degree embarrass hime. So it is
' § difficult to say anything further than that I am doing everything I can to support
§ hinm,
ﬂ Since I came into eoffice about & month ago we have sisned a treaty of
| convention with Turkey. An order has been issued putting into effect the provision
§ of the freaty of Disarmament, the scrapping of thoée war vessels of the United
States that are no longer to be kept in commission under the terms of the Treaty.
§ Ve have been working on the coal situation, and I think I am justified in saying that
§ every possible precaution has been taken there and every offort has been made, both
by the Governmment herc and by enlisting the_ help of the Governor of Pennsylvania,
4 to solve that questione 4And in é,ddition to that we have st last reached an under—-.
standing with llexico. Those ars three or four things that have been accomplished
i} during this month that are of considerable imvortance.

I have a suggestion here that, on account of the very great calammity that
has overteken Japan, the United states micht consider tnrning over to them the
rhilippine Islands. That, of course, is somevhat a novel suggestion. I don't lmow
how serious the suggestion is, but I do ¥mow that the United States Government and
the peopie of the United States ought to cive every prossible assistance and every
possible relief to the peoble of Japan.+ And I think you can perform a public

o service, demonstrate the friendsghip that Ametricans feel for Japan, by stre_s;:i:né '
the need of an immediate reésmonse to the appeal that is soing to be made grm

b through the Hed Cross for fuads to carry on the work of relief in the stricken

; area. It is apparently one of the greatest calamities that nature ever in-

: flicted on mankind anyvhere in the world. Greater loss of life, and apparently,

greater destruction of property than any other experience that mankind has had

am:awhere in historys
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So that you cen't make any too strong the dstermination of our Government to put
all its resources that we reasonably and properly can into the relief. I have
called on the Navy Department, I have called on the Wer Department, called on
the Shipping Board. Of course, I have been in conference with the Red Cross,
8 cond I have issued my proclamations The Red Cross will mske its appeal today
for immediate subscription of $5,000,000. Ships will go there, food and sup-

plies through the action of the War Depariment will be sent thers. We shall do

verything we can do in the way of relief. I don't kumow about the Fhilippines.

(9]

at’;
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9 They haven't proven a source of income to our Govermment. I don't Imow whether

they would prove to be a source of help to the Japanese Government. I am

interested in bringing that to the attention of you because it shows an inelina-
do

9§ tion to take up the work and shows that America is ~lad to/everything possible

for the help of the Japanese people.

e e
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Remarks Dy the President tg I ewspaper Mene

¥ _ . 59
: Mr. Clark of the Internationzl ews Service has reciprocated today and

Bbroucht me some news to the sffect that

the miners have accepted the Pinchot pro-

posal and the hard coal strike is ended. I wish you would commend the Governoy

of Pennsylvania as strongly as you can for the important public service that he

has rendered, a service not only to his owm State, but to all those that burn e

€, and an especla - T
everywhere, and an especilal service to me and +o my Officee A very difficult

goperation that he undertook, =g I already suggested to Jous While I presume

Ineither party is satisfied with the result, yvet the imvortant thing to N
X 1ingr : 5

i that we are apparently to be relieved of o coal strike. I assume that iy ot

gformation is authentic and reliable.

dn inquiry as to vhether I am to discuss toxes with Representative
Rlicdden. Repi'esezztstive ladden is going to toke dinrer with me some time. I haven't
eny plan to discuss any rarticular thing with him. He is an important element in
the louse, holding & position of of influence up there, a man of character and
| abllity, and I feel certain that he would be able to cive me information that
would be very helpful =nd bemeficial to me. I don't kmow whether he is going to Sa¥

. an
enything about taxes. I haven't any plan sbout that. I doubt if he hase 1 Xpe o

L . . 3 +h hime
ides that I would discuss the general finameisl econdition of the nation il

s Of
See what he thoucht ousht to be dome during the coming session in the W&

eppropriations and collateral matters of that kinde !

vde

3 . ng Boar \
An inquiry as to the expected appropriations for the ghippi

ed to theme

4 ant
Do not Imow yet just what they are asking for or just what may Pe gr

e
' to reduc
1t had been presented to me in & genersl wey that they had ex‘pect-ed

£0oT 'Wﬁi eh 3:?-

their expenditures during the coming year, or rather for the yesar o
X : en 1 shat.
propriations are to be nads in the next Congress, and I don't Xo¥ ¥ g

' ratu
got au opinion from the Attornsy Genersl. I shall know in the VOF¥ ©

o conduct ok

1. . Il . t
8 to the legality of the proposed organization of corporations 07
y Gene

the shipping businesse I nave had, I think, 2 note from the AELOT™®

the was working on this himself, had it sent up to him.
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I do not kmow yat vhen there will be a coni‘erénce of Governors. I hé.ve
assumed, generally speaking, that there would be one, 2lthoush it hasn't besn
definitely determined. I found in talking with the Prohibition suthorities that
President Harding had not determined definitely on that and whether it would be -
best to proceed by a conference or by an interchange of communications and sug-
gestions, in that way. That hasn't been definitely determined. We are working
out a program of what will best fit in with vhat we think the situstion requires.

An inquiry about whether any recommendation will be made to Congress om the
Ford offer. That matter is already before the Congress, end, &s I understand L §
was sent there by the Secretary of War. 1 doa't mow that it would reguire any
suggestion from the Exeeutive, and I. haven't in mind at the present time making
any suggestlon about it. I may have a desire to do thet in the future.

And an inguiry about the Gorgas Plant. I think you 211 understand about
thate That is a steam plant with outrumming lines that is lécated on some land
that doesn't belong to the United States Govermment. The Attorney Genersl has said
that the contract under which the United States located its steam plant on this
land vas one that could be temminated om notice by the Alabama Power Company, or
vhatever that power company is dovm there. That Company has rotified the United
States to vacate and has coupled that notification with an offer io pay,what, X
understand is a fair price, for the property thot the United States has on the
land. So the question comes in undertsking to deal fairly with lir. Ford, of what
: ' he desires the United States to do. He has been called into consultation for that
purpose and we are awalting some reply from him as to what action he desires ﬂ to
have us take, in order that we may know what effect it would have on the offer he
has made.

+ 4n inquiry sbout the necessary relief funds for Japan. Of course, there
isn't at the present time enough real definite and precise information to warrant

| any one iﬁ making a definite estimate. That matter was considered in the Gabinet
ineating this morning. According to our best inforn ation, and I wouldn't be too
precise about that, because I don't want to dIscourage any gifts that may otherwise
be made, Japan will need all the assistance that it can have. According to our
best estimates, they will probably require something like {10,000,000 a month for
2 couple of months or so0. Now, that is to come from us and from 211 over the world

and from the Japanese pzople, who, of course, are not without resourdes themselves.

Wnat may be required in order to restore the vroperty damage, of course, is anothe

e . SR
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;#é;_-ﬁion. Whether our cowntry would want to meke =ny contributions for that

ppose or not, I really never have consldered. ihat we did have especially in

o pind was the relief of people at the present time, feed them, clothe and keep

them warm, and care for them until they could adeguately care for themselves.

Jeveral inquirgées about the Cuban situation. I haven't had any informa-

[ tion brought to me about the Cuban situation since I have talked with the

.

-rel;resentativea of the press about it. 4an inguiry in that commection about

M8 Dre Colso Cuillar, if that is the way to pronounce ite I don't Imow anything about

it I didn't kmow that he was in the City and didn't know that he had any con-
ference with the Federal Reserve 3oard.

Another inquiry concerning a man nomed Clarence larine. That is a name
they was never brought to my attention before, snd I don't lmow anything about
his activitios. So the report that some step is under consideration by me is not
varpanted at the present time. I don't want to make any quslification about that.
It Is simply that I haven't heard anything about it, and my saying "at the present
tine" mezms that I haven't any idea now of taking any action and don't know that
an.y_is required or desirable.
+ 4n inguiry about 2 general reorgsnizstion of executive departments. That
plan is in process of being carried out. Now whether it can be carried out or not
s something on which your judgment, I suppose, is just as good as mine. I know
in'a general way that there are Aiffiecultmes. I don't xnow what the speeific
difficulties are, or what the details of them are, but I think those can be worked
oute L imOW there is always a working back and forth, snd if I may refer to
personal experience, we had to consolidate the 100 or 200 departments in Massa-
dmsetts into 19 the first year I was governor, and, of course, we had more or 1SS
diffioul by about ite But when it came right to the case in hend, the legislature
tw’f hold 2nd passed the bill. Now I imagine that something of that kind is very
likely to happen here. There will be a sieat Go8l OF sPiiTcian. oh ol BN

another and some Departments will thime they ought to have something else than

g et they are having, either more or less, but when the time comes, there will be

8 substantlal comity and desire to pass a bill that will be imtended to better
the public service.
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I haven't received any report from any one sent to Havana and that

4 ngwers the other question as to vhether amy report of that kind involves any

Guban OF American officials. I dida't mow that there was any special report in

contemplation and rather think that that is a rumor that hasn't any real foundation.
4 1 have 2lready spoken about the relief measures that the Cabinet had up
i} ror discussione About the only thing that we determined was that we had to

andertake to coordinate all reléef messures under the directlon of the Red Cross.

-
S

We pealize, of course, the great efficiency of the Japanese Red Oross as an as-
spedgtion, and they will be used, as 1 understand, for the relief work in Japan.
We have sent up Some doctors cnd so on with instructions to report te the Japanese
suthorities and put themselves under Japanese control and Japanese orders, and:
should the Japanese say that they would like to have them come to shore and have
something for them to do, of course, thabt will be done. When they arrive there,
should it turn out that they are not needed by them, they cen returns But I think
_" you ean emphasize this, that the American Government is going to put its resources
at the disposal of the Japanese power, comprehending and realizing that they are
perfectly competent to give the adequate directions for carrying out everything

of that kind.

ol I think that covers everything this morning.




September 11, 1923.

Remarlss by the President to the Newspaper lMen.

Have an inquiry about the proposed conference of Governors. No final
decision has been reached on that. The Governors are to have their ovm annual con-
ference, I think in Denver, about the middle of October. Now whether they will be
called here before thut or whether just previous to their gathering there, or

whether, possibly, they will come here from that gathering is something thst I am

. considering. I am quite certzin that if there be any conference of Governors that
. it ought to be on the general scope of law enforcement and cooperation with the

. Federal authorities. We have guestions of immigration, questions of the use,

rather of the Suppression, of the use of narcotics, and allied questions of that
kind that it would be very helpful to have the cooperation of the states assisting
the United States Govermment in enforcing the laws.

Whether Englend or France has made any further request for zid in settle-
ment of the reparations problem. UNeither one of the Governments of France or
Englend, so far =s I know, have made any suggestion to this Government relative to
that question.

"hether a recommendation will be made to Congress that a public body be
established to receive and publish figures on the coal industry, as recommended by
the Coal Commission. I haven't considered that in detail, but generslly speaking,
I should expect to commend the report of the Coal Commission to Congress. It was
a Lody especially established for the information of Congress and to assemble facts
and figures that might 2id them in the determination of legislation relative to
the coal industry.

And some other inquiries relative to the figures that have been given
out as to the result of increased cost of production of cocal on account of the
increase in wages. I haven't considered those details myself and I can't give you
any opinion that would be of very much value. I had already spoken to the 6oal
Commission and shall speak to them further to tske such action as they think it is
possible to take to secure a distribution of fuel for the people of the United

States at as reasonable a price as possibly can be secured.

00026
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An inquiry about the appointment of an Ambassador to lMexico. No further
thought has been given to that. It will be some time before the occasion would be
ripe for an appointment there, and when that time arrives, I shall take the ques-
tion up, considering it with the State Department, and announce the decision.

Question about the administration's shipping poliey. 1 have asked, as
you know, the opinion of the Attorney Generzal as to whether the plan which is pro-
posed by the Shipping Board is within the contemplation of the law. I haven't had
any opinion given to me yet. If the opinion is f4gg{P1 favorable, them, as you
know, it is my expectation to appoint a committee to consider the policy and the
plan and the working out of it in detail. Of course, it all hinges on what the
opinion of the Attorney General may be.

An inquiry about the Cuban situation. I haven't had any official in-
formetion about the Cuban situation for a week or morees I know in a general way
that it is being considered, but I am not in poscession of the details.

As to whether the situation in Burope is more hopeful. I haven't é.ny
official reports on that. From what I have sesn in the published renorts, I think
there is indigation that the situation is more hopeful there, and that is the
opinion that I get from unofficial sources, people that have been over there and
come in and talked with me, some of them in unofficial life and some of them in
official life.

Whether the appeal to help Japan has been satisfactory in its response.
1 has been very satisfactory. The immediate question of course is the relief of
those that are suffering. As soon as that is done, then our country naturally will
take up the question of assisting in the rehabilitation, the re-building, and put-
ting that part of Japanese territory back into its productive capacity, and for
that, of course, there will be a very large amount of money needed. But that is
essentially a business operation, more than a charitableoperation, but the response
to our appeal fdr charity has been very liberal and I should judge it would run
somevhere between $7,000,000 and $10,000,000. Whether that will be all that is
necessary, we can't tell now, but I am fairly certain that vwhatever may be neces-
sary in the way of charity the American people will prommtly furnish.

I have no information whatever about Professor Irving Fischer's recent

statement. A good many of these questions are duplicates so that I don't have to

answer all of theme
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An inquiry about the Missouri political situation. The only thing that
1 have observed out there is 2 general desire on the part of those who have called

on me to cooperate harmoniously in doing what they c¢an to assist me in the adminis-

L tration of my office.

Whether I want to elaborate on a letter that I sent to Chicago where a
c¢lub that bore my name has been formed. I don't care to elaborate on that. I
think I stated everything that is necessary in that letter.

The Minister of Panama called this morning.to discuss generally the
policy of Govermment business operations within the Zone. Our country has, under
the Treaty, all the powers of a sovereign within the Panama Zone. We don't always
care to exercise every right that we have there, but we are always careful to state
that we claim those rights and shall use them if they are necessary, coupled also
with the statement that we do not want to do anything there for the purpose of
securing a slight income to the United States Treasury that would be thought to be
detrimentazl to the people of Panama or contrary to the wishes of the Government of
that country. That was the message that I gave to the Minister. He expressed very
great satisfaction in having that message and said he would transmit it to his
Government, and that it cleared up every possible question that he had in mind.

Whether there will be & message from me on the occasion of the dedication
of the Zero llilestone at San Diego California marking the terminus of the Lee High-
way. This milestone was to have been dedicated by President Harding on August 6the.
I expect to send & short message of that kind. There has been some suggestion that
I might send it over the radio. I doubt if that would be feasible or practical,
but I should desire to send a short written message anyway.

X I senf Covermor Pinchot a telegram of congratulation. I think it is the

| policy of this office not to give out telegrams of that kind. No doubt, he will

give it out up there if he wishes to.

An inquiry as to whether 1 contemplate attending the meeting of the
American Bankers' Association at Atkantic City shortly. I wish very much that I
might, but I don't see how I can do that.

Another inquiry about the Federzl Fuel Distributor, Wadleigh - Mre. Fe R.
Wedleigh, whose term expires on September 22nd. So far =2s I kmow there is no im-

mediate occasion for activity on his part, é‘ it be merely the distribution of
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coals If there was a shortage of coal, so that the Government needed to super-
vise the distribution of it in order to sce that it went evenly over the country,
vhy then we should need to use his good offices. As I have already explained,
his work is either under the Secretary of Commerce or the Interstate Commerce
Comnission. If anything occurs so that we need to continue his services, they will
be continued, probably through him as an agent, by one or the other of those de-
partmentss I think the life of the United States Coal Commission expires in ac-
cordance with the law under which they were established, within a short time.
I do not know of azny executive power that could continue them officially in exist-
ence. lio doubt, if anything should arise that would make it necessary, I could
consult with them unofficially with just as good results as I could if they were
in official existence.

And an ingquiry about the letter of Governor Pinchot and of Mr. Lewis.
I think perhaps I have already coveredthat. I said it was 2 matter that I had
taten up with the Coal Commission some time ago. I think they are thoroughly
alive to it and everything will be done that can be done to see that fuel is
distributed at a reasonable price.

I think that covers everything.
Ques. Wozs there a cabinet meeting today?
+ Yes, but there was practically no business gransacted &t the Cabinet

Meeting. It only lasted about 15 minutes, after which the world will soon know

we had our picture taken.



September 14, 1923.

Remarks made by the President to the Newspaper men.

An inquiry about the call of General Pershing =nd Bishop Freemen. They
came in and I had a very pleasant chat with theme There is to be a general
gathering at the Washington Cathedral, 1 think they call it, on the 30th of Septe.
and they came in to invite me to come out there and attend the gatheringe I doubt
very much if 1 can go, as you know what my policy is about speaking before Congress
convenes. And thaet was the reason for their presence heree.

An inquiry about whether the shipping question will be reopened in
Congress. Of course, I haven't any plans at present about that. We are working
for the adoption of some plsn in relation to shipping. I am expecting a report
from the Attorney General in the very near futuree. Vhen th-t comes in then we
shall have to see what step we can take next.

Another inguiry about the status of FProhibition Commissioner Haynes.
His status hasa't changed at all, and, of course, he has my entire and hearty
support. +I think that is especially the duty that I owe to those that are as-
sociated with me in the public service, to give them my support =nd make it as
effective as possible. Now, to get off from Commissioner Haymes, we have to carry
on the Government through human instruments. Bverything is carried on that way,
and many times we make & great many mistakese. But that doesn't relieve me of
the duty of trying to support those who are working with me and assistine them,
giving them my confidence,and that is what I am going to do always. I think I
suggested to you ¥ one time that thot would be my policy and hope that you will
keep th=t suggestion always in mind.

Another question as to what the Federzl Government is doing to prevent
profiteering in hard coal. Of course, that again is very largely z local ques-
tion. It would be very difficult for the Federal Government, for instance, to
reach up into New York or out into Ohio, and undertske to see how the local
people there should conduct their businesse That can be done better by the
local authorities tham it could be by the Federal authorities. Yet, we have a
partial remedy, which I am attempting to apply, and that is through the Federal
Trade Commission. They have authority to make an investigaotion and report,
depending, of course, very largely upon public opinion for the earrying out of

their suggestions. It has been reported and, I think, isshown by some of the

publications already made by the Cozl Commission, that oftentimes coal passes
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through very many hands from the mine to the consumer. There is a suggestion
that that is not altogether necessary and perhaps, somevhat, can be eliminated as

an umcessary - 1 won't say, trade practice. 5o that the Federzl Trade Commis-

sion can do something in thet direction. I have sugcested that they take that

matter wp end the United States Coal Commission, I think, are working in the same
direction.
An inquiry about the business of Mre Thom and Mr. Holden. ZThey came in

to pay their respects. lr. Them I had met onee or twice in Washincton and Nr.

Holden once or twice. The only information they brought me was to state their
willingness to furnish me with any facts, data and information that I might wish
at any time relative to railroad problems.

An inquiry about the discharge of twenty eight Burecu of Printing and
ngraving employees. I think I remember that, and the stotement here is that =2
report was made on it and the report hasn't been made public. So far as I know
there is no further action contemplated in relation to that. It has never been
brought to my attention before. I do not imow of anything that any one expects
to do about it.

in inquiry also as to what is going to be done,as a result of the opinion
of the Attorney General that there is no executive authority to use the armed
forces of the United States to enforce prchibition without authorization of
Congress. I haven't at the present time, sny idea that I am zoing to ask Congress
to use the armed forces of the UsS. for that purpose. I should doubt very much
if it would be wise. I can conceive & time when it misht possibly be desirable
to use some boats of the Navy, or something of that Xkind, if it is shown that
there is need for it to prevent smuggling, but I should do that with a zreat deal
of hesitotion. I do not think that the carrying out of police regulations ought
to be put as 2 burden on the Army and Navy of the United States. That ought to be
done by the regular police forces of the National Govermment and the regular police
forces of the State Govermments. It is very very seldom that any State Government

calls on its National Guard for any kind of police action, and it ought to be very

seldom that the National Govermnment should call on the Army or Navy for any manner
of police action.
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Whether the Tariff Commission is expected to initiate investigations
or only act upon different complaints. I should think they would do both. They
nave & broad and general view of the situstione I expect they are going to
advise me from time to time as to what sction they think desirable, and in thet
way, they would initiate and I should Ssuppose they would act, of course, wnenever
any complaints were made throuch an investigation, determination of the facts,
to ascertain petty changes in the tariff that should be made.

I think that covers in a general way the suggestions made for the day.

Very glad you could come ine

00N32



- ; September 18, 1923.

Remarks by the President to the Tlewspaper Correspondents.

1 am not quite certain whether you have saved a half an hour this morn-

ing or lost half an hour. Generslly the meeting of the Cabinet lasts until about
one o'clock. Not always. We never know. Sometimes it takes two hours and some-
times not more than 20 minutes. I presume you know how a2 Cabinet meeting is held.
The President sits at the head of the table and asks each member along down whether
he has anything to present to the President or the Cabinet for consideration.
Oftentimes you go clear dovn throush the list and each one szys "Not anything this
morning." Of course that generally means rather a short Cabinet meeting. I am
making this suggestion because the usual time of the news conference has been 1300
o'clock instead of 12.00 o'cloek. I dom't know whether you want to continue that
after daylight savings goes out or not. You take your choice about it and I will
cooperate with you the best I can and come out as soom as I have finished my Cabinet
meetings If you want to have it go bock to 1:00 o'clock so that we would be certain
not to waste any time in walting for me to come out, why set it at that our. You
choose your owm time about it.

lir.e President, I think the 12:00 o'clock hour always meant the Cabinet
meeting began at 10:00 o'cleock instead of 11:00 o'clock.

There hasn't been a 10:00 o'clock meeting since I have been in Washingtone
Well if you will have some representutive of your press associzations come in and
consult with me, or with some of my Secretsries, you can fix that to suit yourselves
and I will leave it that way.

An inquiry about the petition that came from California relative to execu-
tive clemency to political prisoners. 1 have that matter on my desk, having sent
over to the Attorney General's office to get the files. No decision has been made
yet- about that.

I can't give you any outline now sbout the program for the Governor's Con-
ferencey As indicated the other day, I shall want to take up with them the wvarious
things they might be able to help out on, and we are working on some kind of a pro-

gram.
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An inguiry about the situation in Oklahoma.There have been no reports
about that to the Federal Government that have come to my kmowledge. I do not
think there has been any. INor is the Department of Justice, so far as I Inow,
observing any developments there. Iy only information comes throuzh the press
reports, which seem to indicate that, at the present time, it is a local matter
that is beins handled by the Governor of Oklahoma.

An inquiry as to when the delegration of bankers of the 9th Federal
Keserve District will come in. 7The date set for that is the 27th day of September.

Also an inquiry about the rehabilitation in Japsn, as differentiated
from immediate relief. There hasn't been any suggestion to me from any Japanese
anthority. It occurred to me, of course, as it did to everyone else, that our
first thought was for the immediate relief of suffering there, and when that was
disposed of, or contemporaneously with the disposition of it, it would be proper
to teke up the matter of refinancing, if necessary, the rebuilding of that part

L]

of Japan which was ruined by the earth gquake.

* Whether 1 shall receive David Lloyd George, the former British premier.
I certainly hope to receive hime I shouldn't think it would be possible for him
to come o Washington without coming to see me.

Wnether any fisures have been presented as to a shortage of hard cozal,

- and vhether there is any possible justification for an inerease in price. Ko
figures have been made up. I do not suppose that a cessation of vroduction from
the first of September until, well, today is the 18th, for twenty days would,
distributed over the seasons' output, really make any shortage in production.
There is as I understand it zlways a slack time in the production of coal, both
enthracite and bituminous, many days when the men in the mines are not employed.
How this loss will simply mean that there will be & greater oprortunity for con-
tinuous employment, so-that there wouldn't be any shortage on account of the ces-
sation gf from the first of September up to the present time. 4And there is another
tiing that is encouraging in that respect. And that is regarding the 2bility of
the railroads a2t the present time to furnish cars. I recall last year when 1 was
in the West, there was a creat deal of discussion there as to whether the railroads
were going to be able to furnish cars to move the fruit Crops. Purchase of new
équipment, and the expenditure on the part of the rallroads of something like

one billionm and onehalf dollars has been made. The railroads this year, I think,

have been t)ffgf thoroughly equipped in all directions for the purnose of providing
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Se
cars, and I haven't seen any report any vwhere of a shortage of cars on the railroadsa.
That is a very encouraging feature of the present sitnation, which will be reflected

of course, in their ability to move freight.

14 The Federal Trade Commission has had brought to its attention the matter
of prices of coal, and I have had a letter from them saying that they would look at
the renorts of the fuel Commission and the facts t}_mt t;h'e:,r set forth, investigate
the method of the distribution of cozl for the purpose of ascertaining whether they
cen make suggestions that will reduce any possible wagte that now exists in that
operations
An inguiry as to how I look on the suggested trip of
to the north pole. I do not kmow th:t I can say much about that without & conference
with the White House press associations I spoke to them for advice about thate I
do suppose, though, scriouely, that that is = great scientific undertaking, not only
in relation to exploration, but in relation to the navigation of the air. And
should it be successful, it would be one of the most remarkable of accomplishmentse
The Cabinettook wp end discussed this morming, perticularly, the agri-
culturzl situation, and it developed there that the cotton situation is gff fairly
satisfactory. There is trouble in the South, of course, in certain sections, from
the Boll Weevil, but, apparently, the general result of the cotton crop section for
the present year will be to give them a larger money return than they had in pre-war
times. The corn sitvation is also one that is fairly saticfactory. The price of
corn is remarkably high and there isn't any real difficulty in that direction. The
same is substantially true in relation to the animal industry, hogs and cattle. The
encouraging thing about the raising of hogs is the very large number of them that
there are on the farms. Of course, if the farmer has two hogs to sell instead of
one, why he gets an additional income, even though the price isn't very much larger.
The difficulty is particularly in the wheat belt and in that belt where there is
oftentimes an insufficient rainfall. It makes the production of wheat cost more,
and the production, per acre, of course, is not so large. There is a large produc-
tion of wheat all over the world. Apparently, Burope will import about 200,000,000

bushels less of wheat this year than it has in preceding vears.
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We also discussed the effect that is produced by the prevailing rate of
good liberal wages in the industries on the agricultural situation, and it was
rather the opinion of those, who were best informed, that they had resulted in a
;z?;mch larger increase in the consumption of meat products. That is where there
is a hopefal situnation for the hog industry and the cattle industry, but it does
not have a corresponding good effect on the wheat industry, because as the
standard of living begins to go up and they eat more meat, apparently they eat
less wheat. So that they are getting the benefit in one direction, but not the
benefit in enother. We don't Imow yet just what is going to be proposed in the
vay of a remedy. The Secretary of Agriculture is making s particular study of
the wheat situation and expects to be able to report on that to me by Thursday
or Friday of this week. When that report comes in, it will undoubtedly set out
the facts that will enzble us to make some determination of what kind of a remedy
can be proposed. There is great anxiety and great desire to do everything that
we can for the relief of any of the farmers who are in distress, &along sound
economic lines, relieving, a temporary situation perhaps, by trying to formulate
& plan that will bring agriculture back on to a sound economic basis, so that
we can have & balance of productions It may be that some of those that are rais-
ing wheat would do well to engage in the raising of some other kind of agri-
cultural products. It may be that we ought to look about and see what it is that
we are importing in the way of food products, and suggest that the wheat raisers,
if they can, try to provide us here in America with some of those things that are
being brought in. Sugsr occurs to me right away as one of the things that we
import to gquite an extent, and probably shsll for some yecars to come. It may be
thet those who are now raising wheat can profitably raise sugar beet or flax, and
that we may be able to provide some remedy along that line. We also have in mind
the possibility of some regienal conferences. Some locality wants one thing done
and another locality another thing, so that by regional conferences with the
Jecretary of Agriculture and perhaps by a representative of the Dept. of Commerce,
for it is a commercial activity as well as an agricultural activity, we ﬁﬁﬁ must
consider, that in that way we can furnish some needed relief.

I think that covers the situation filly.
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September 21, 1923.

Remerks by the President to the Newspapermen

4 I am reminded that when I came here I did a good deal of wondering

T whether I would be able to be helpful to the members of the press in these

conferences that we have, and especially as to whether I wouldn't find it more
or less of & bore on my part end, perhaps, not particularly pleasant. I haven't
found it that way at all. In fact, I have come to the conclusion that I rather
look forward with pleasure to having you come in twice a week, in order that I
may talik to you, give you a little of the idea I may have of what the Government
is trying to do, and satisfy you, insofar as I can, on the questions that you ask.
| A I am reminded too that my boys have returned back to schodl. They are
Just such boys as some of you have, I have no doubt. I hope that they can remain
there at school without much of anything in the way of publicity. When they are
here anything that they can do to be helpful, or that we can do, we are glad to 4o,
but I sent them up to Mercersburg, which is a very excellent school. They have
always been in the public schools st Northampton and would have been there now,
had we remained in Massachusetts, but there is no one in Northampton now, but
my housekeeper. I wanted them to be under more supervision than that, so I sent
them up there in order that they might be out of Washington and have that opinion,
which I think boys are entitled to have, of privacy in their school affairs.
Dr. Irving has been very helpful to them up there, and I presume that if you make
any application to him, or any of your associates, to get any story about the
boys up there, he will have to tell you that we very much prefer that they be
not subjected to publicity while they are there.

low I have several inquiries here - more than I do sometimes.

The veteran inquiry about the Governors' Conference. I have practically

determined that I shall adopt the time when the Governors are meeting in their
annusl conference, which is in the middle of October. I have adopted that as a
result of some comrmumnications that I have had from Governors, indicating that ﬂﬁf
that would meet their convenienee, and that it would be of very much greater
assistance to them, than should we czll it at any other time.

Q. Vhere do they meet?

A. They meet in Indianapolis. I think it is the 16th or 15th of Oct.
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Qs The meeting will be after that?

Ae I am not sure yet whether it will be right after or right before.
1 am under the impression now that it will be more convenient if we have it
immediately following.

Qe Do we understand that they will come here or you go there?

A. Oh, no. I shall not go there. 7The conference will be here.

I have several inguiries about an extra session of Congress. Nothing
new has developed on that. I have already expressed to you quite a good many
times that I couldn't see any reason at the time I was spesking, nor do I now,
for calling zn extra session. There are many questions to come before Congress
but I think, so far as they have been presented to me, they will be able to wait.
Now as I said before, 1 don't want to foreclose a session, and should it be dis-
closed to me that on account of some condition Congress might render a great
public service by coming into session earlier than about eight weeks from now,

I will take that instance up and decide it when it comes. At present, I don't

see any reason for an extra sessione

An inquiry about the Oklahoma situation. So far as I know, there
have been no represantations made to Washington in relation to that si tuation,
and an inquiry as to whether there is any Federal observation being made on it-
not any that I kmow of., It wouldn't be necessary to do it from Washington, of
course, because the Executive is represented there by the Marshel and the
United States District Attormey, as he is in every other Jurisdiction, and
should there be any violation of the laws of the U. S., vwhy, of course, that
would be the tribumal before which said violations should be brought.

Regarding the shipping board policy. I have no new policy about

thate It really isn't the business of the executive, as I understand it,

under the law to try to formulate a policy for the Shipiing Board. I am glad
at all times to confer with different departments, give them the benefit of any
judgment that I may have or any information that may come to me, and assist
them in every possible waye The Shipping Board has certain directions under
the law for carrying on the shipping business of the Us S« to - generally
speaking to try and get f¥¢ it into private hands as soon as possible and to
liquidate ite The plan that they had appealed to me, especially because they

represented it to me, and it was my judgment that it was, perhaps, a first
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step and the best step that we could take towards private ownership and private
operations It has appeared that it isn't rossible to put it into effeect under
the present statute. I haven't conferred with the Board yet. I got that
opinion from the Attorney General yesterday, I think - today has been Cabinet

1 day. I am going to confer with Chairmen Farley or any other members of the

Board very soon, and see if I can help in any way. I don't know whether they

will desire legidlation about ite Of course, one of the main elements of their
plan was that it could be put into operation without the mediztion of Congressional
action, that it could be put into operation immediately. That was the essential
of it. Whether they think they want to pursue some other plan, if it is necessary
to secure legislation, I do not lmow. Of course the Board had the plan that was
explained in the Shipping Bill last year and which was debated in the Senate, but
never came to a final vote. I suppose that represents the idea that the Shipping
Board has of the kind of legisl=tion they would like to have, rather than forming
another, but whether they think it advisable to do anything about that legislation
in the coming session is something I douldn't give you any definite opinion about
NOW.

+ An inquiry also about lir., Amster and his conference with me. That leads
me to say = general word about matters of this kind. Of course, the people that
come here to see the President come becuuse they have something that they want to
lay before him. GSomething they want to tell him. Not because they expect to get
information from me. That being so, I give them the oprortunity, insofar as [
can, to tell me what it is that they have in mind. Very much as you come in and

get information from me, Xekxky not by 211 talking to me, but by permitting me to

talk to you, and it is the reverse of that operation that goes on here when any
one comes to see me. Whey they zo out they are, of course, at liberty to make
such representations as they want to. They are not supposed to guote the con=-
ferences with me, but sometimes they undertake to do that and sometimes they
don'ts Now, I shall have to adopt the rule, of course, of not being responsible
for whot people may say when they go out. They are good about it, I know, and
mean to represent everything just exactly as they understood it, but if I should
undertake to follow up all those things and correct them all, I don't suppose I
would have an opportunity to do very much else. S50 I am not going to do that.
This inquiry is in relation to ¥¥x railroad consolidations. I haven't

been into the particulars of that. Senator Cummings has it under consideration.
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He is a veteran in the study of railroad problems, was one of the authors of
the present law, and I shoudd want to confor with him and with others, of
course; with the Interstate Commerce Commission, also, before I could have any
mature opinion about railroad matters.

There wasn't anvthing that came up today at the Cabinet Meeting
that is of any particular interest. We discussed a lot of small details as to
vhen we might be able to meet and take up some questions, but there were no
decisions made, and while I had expected to take up the agricultural problem
especially at this meeting of the Cabinet, I was not able to do so because
Secretary Wallace hasn't completed his survey of the wheat situation.

Another inquiry about the lMerchant Marine problems I have already
spoken about that, and I can't give you any more informstion as to what the
next step will be.

I hove already spoken about the Oklahoma situation. As I said, no
representation, as far as I know, has been made in Washington &t all about
that, and it would be very unlizely th:zt any representation would come from

anyone except the Governor.

Farther inquiry as to what may be done about profiteering in coals
The Federal Trade Commission, as I have already said, has all the facts that
were gathered by the Fuel Commission. They are studying those, and under-
taking to see if they con make any representations that would be helpful.
On the 24th, which is next Monday, the Interstate Commerce Commission meets,
I think, at Pittsburgh, in order to consider rates, especially of coal. I
think that has firtually covered the things that you had in mind.

I am reminded that the Conference of Governors is at West Baden

instead of Indianapolise. I assume that lir. Welliver is right. He almost

always is.
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September 25, 1923.

Remarks by the President to llewspaper len.

& lir. President, it seems to be the opinion that 12.30 would suit us
better, rather than 12.00 o'cloek until, perhaps, sometime later.
+ I really didn't hear anything from them before this meeting, so it
was set at 12.00 o'zlocke. I suppose I could, I will take up with the Cabinet at
the next meeting the matter of their coming in at 10.00 o'cloek on Wednesdays
(should be Tuesdays) and seeing what I can arrange in that direetion.
4An inquiry as to whether there nas been any development in the Oklahoma
cituations I don't kmow of anything at all down theree. lothing has been brought
to my attention.
And an inquiry about the sale of the Gorgas Plant to the Alabama Power
Company. That Gorgas Plant hasn't really any connection whatever with the luscle

Shoals proposition. It is located, I think, some 75 miles away from there. It is

an ordinary steam plaunt for the gemeration of electricity. It has rumning out from

there
it some lines of transmission. The thing that lir. Ford is interested in/is the

water power. [his steam plant is a mere incident of that, about as nuch related.
to the whole proposition as the stem of an apple might be to the apple that has
come off the tree. His proposal is for the matter of 100 years. Of course, the
steam plant, in relation to & proposal of 100 years, even if the thing was on
steam, would be just a temporary arrangement. Ilow, what we proposed to Mr. Ford
was that whatever we secured in the way of money from this sale of the steam
plant would be, of course, credited on his offer of $5,000,000. This would
reduce the amount that he would be required to put up, if he continues his offer
on the same terms, from $5,000,000 down to just a little bit over{l00,500,000e
We had no option as to whether we could continue the occupation of the lande

We were obliged to vacate when notice was given. We got that opinion from the
Attorney General. We could have vacated and serapped vhatever property we had
and in that case we could not have sold it, probably, for $1,000,000., We were
able to get practically $3,500,000 from the Alabama Power Company, so that we
are that amount to the good and as affecting the general proposition that Ir.
Pord is interested in, which is the water power, it really has no effect on it

at alle It might have been a convenience to him to have used this plant for a
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short time, while he was developing his power, but I suppose, for a very much

less sum, probably less than $1,000,000, if he wanted to, he could build some-

thing that would afford him every facility thot he might wish. That matter is,
as you kmow, in the hands of the Congbess. There never was any final determina-
tion of it by the Secretary of Wer, or by the President, and it is up there for
their action.
e An inquiry about the European situation. The only thing I can say
about that is that it a.pp-ears to be more hopeful. 1 judge, by the reports that
are coming in here, both {through the public press and through the representa-
tions of our representatives abroad, that there is a real hope of making some
kind of a settlement }5# between France and Germenye. 7The German Government ap-
pears to have reached the conclusion that its resistance is not successful,
and the French Government seeus to be more nearly in a state of mind where
gome settlement can be made.
inother inquiry about what the Cabinet did in relation to the farm
situation. OSecretary Wallace has made & careful study, especizlly of the vheat
conditions, and the Cabinet took up and discussed several suggestions for as-—
sistance in that direction. One of them was a lowering of freight rates, es-
pecially on exports of wheaﬁ and exports of flour.
lirs President, has this report been made public?
I don't suppose it will be made public in its entirety, but I think
you can get from Secretary Wallace an outline of some of the things he found.
A proposal of that kind is already before the Interstate Commerce Commission to
see what they cam do. If rates are lowered for the transportation of wheat or

flour, those roads in the United States that are not securing any more than is

necessary for them to have to live om, will, of course, expect an increase of
rates in some other direction. If all the roads of the U.S. were exactly
alike, that, perhaps, might be easy to suggest. The mein difficulty about that
is that some of the roads make their living almost entirely from the trans-
portation of agricultural products. They don't transpdrt much of anything else
and it would be very difficult to find anything that would compensate them

for their loss of revenue, if there is a lowering of freight on agricultural
products, But that is before the Interstate Commerce Commission and will be

worked out, if possibles
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Another suggestion of the possible change of the tariff on wheat. It
is evident that the present tariff is working to the advantage of the American
farmer on wheate I think the spread between the price in Ameriea and the price in
Canada is, or a few days ago was, something like 28¢. That varies from one time to
anothers I don't kmow whether the suggestion of inereasing the tariff would be a
renedy, Of course we have a surplus of wheat here that we want to export and,
where wheat is to be exported, the first thought would be to increase the tariff
on 1% which wouldn't be of very much assistance. But that has been sugcested to
me by men who know sowething about how those things work. It is something that
ought to be investigated and studied, and in their opinion it might be helpfuls
Md for that reason that will be done. I don't want to put it out as a proposal
on my part, or as something that certainly could be helpful, but, at least, it is
worth considering.

I have already spoken about the Alabame Power Plant. As I have said, I
don't understand that that would materially interfere with lir. Ford's proposal.

lir. President, can you impose #;? export duty on anything?

I think there is a Constitutional prohibition against export duties.
That is my recollection, that the Constitution says that no export duties shadl be
imposeds I wouldn't want to be toc certain about thatoffhand, but that is my
recollectioni

Ancther inguiry about regional conferences. Nothing has been definitely
done about that. I suppose it is imown that a committee from the Northwest is to
visit me on Thursday, 1 believe, at 10.30, made up of some bankers and business
men end so one They Wwill be accompanied by some representatives from that region.
1 shall expect 6o have present at that conference, Secretary Wallace and Secretary
Eoover, and probably lire Myer of the War Finance Corporstions Mr. Uyer is very
familiar with conditions out there. I think he has travelled ff more in the West,
perhaps, with the sole purpose of alleviating conditions in the agricultural
regions, than anyone else connected with the administratione

Another inquiry about the egricultural situation, which I have already

answered.
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An inquiry about the shipping outlook. Of course, nothing can be done
there except to go on using the present plan of operaticns and try to formulate
any other plans 1511&1: may be helpful. I was very much pleased to get a report from
Comissioner Farley, the Chairman of the Farm Board, that we have been able to
meke Some arrangements that very materially reduce the expense to the national
treasury, on sccount of some sales or relocations, or something of that Itind.

An inguiry about the recomnendations of the Coal Commission. I haven't
examined those in great detaile 8o far as I have looked into them, I have found
them helpful and, I think, wise. What it will be necessary to do to put them into
effect, I haven't considered in detail yet. I understand that they contemplate,
in some cases, legislsotion by the Congress, and it is my expectation that I should
recomuend t‘né adoption of the policy that they have outlined.

Another inquiry about the Governors' Conference. The details of that are
in process of being worked out, and 1 should expect that, as already said, the
conference here would immediately follow the snnual conference that is to be held
at some place in Indiana.

Another inquiry about the attitude of our Government towards European
problems. There is no change in the attitude we have had =211 along.

And an inquiry, toc, about the recognition of the liexican Govermn;nt. )
think all the particulars have been given out about that that can be given out until
the proposed treaty is submitted to the Senate. I understand that it is the
custom to treat a treaty of that kind as in the confidence df the Senate and not to
give it out for publication, but to submit it to the Senate, and the Senate rules
require, as you kmow, that it should be considered in executive session. But I
have no doubt that an order will be at once adopted that the provision of secrecy
be removed.

I think that substantially covers the inquiries, and I will take the

matter up of trying to get you in at 12.00 or 12.304
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October 2, 1923.

Remarks by the President to the Newspepermen.

We had a very short Cabinet meeting this morning. Secretary Wallace
teld us about the International Conference of Dairy Producers he is holding, '
or something of that kind, but nothing of any particular importance. The Sec-
retery of Labor gave us the important item of news that the Lehizh Valley ReRe
have made & settlement with their men in the shopcrafts, that have been on strike.
It affects 5300 men. That is the old strike that began last year. It is very
gratifying to kmow that those things are being closed upe.

Have several inquiries here. One about Muscle Shoals. I have been over
that with the representatives of the press once or twice and there hasn't been any
change,since I last described it, in its status. lNor have there been any develop-
ments in commection with lr. Ford's offer. We did everything we could to protect
the interests of lir. Ford, to exercise the good faith of the Government towards
him end leave the matter in such a way that he would be at liberty to proceed
with his negotiations. The matter, as you know, is before Congress for their
action. There isn't any authority to make anysale of the lMuscle Shoals property
unless by special act of Congress. This matter is there before them, and lir.

Ford would be at liberty to go before the Committee up there, or take it up in any
other way he might desire.

An inquiry about Governor Hart of Washington. He came in the office
yesterday at a time when I was very busily engeged and wasn't able to see him,
as I understand it, merely to pay an official call. I met him last year, I believe,
vhen I was in the West visiting in his State. It is my recollection that he was
with me & considerable time when I was in _Seattle and Tacoma, so I told Mr. Clark
I would be very much pleased if he would lunch with me todaye I don't understand
that he has any business with me other than that of a social nature.

An inguiry about policy in state elections in New York and Kentucky. I
do not contemplate any action in relation to those. Different representatives from
those states have called on my from time to time. I don't recall that the matter
of pending recollections there has been the subject of consultation in any way
except, perhaps, in a most offhand way of the general inguiry which ﬁ&ou would ex-

pect when someone came to see me or I was in the presence of someone who inquired
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about how the clection was going. 1t was of such a desultory character that I
don't recall what decision was arrived at.

An inquiry a.lsﬁ about the prorosal of Representative John Jacob Rogers
for an embargo on anthracite coal exports. I have never considered that. I
imagine it would be a matter of comsiderable delicacy and would require quite
careful consideration, both as to the advantages that we should expect to secure
from it end as to the reaction that might result from our doing anything of that
kind.

An inquiry about a reported proposal of Mr. Meyer, the Director of the
War Finance Corporation, to recomrend the formation of a corporation to hendle
export wheat, and that the President has approved this plan. It &s contemplated
that Mr. lleyer and, perhaps, Mr. Mondell, and someone who: is particularly
familiar with the West should go out there and study it on the grounds. Mr.
lieyer has been in the West a good deal in relation to the relief of agriculture
in the past two years, has placed a great deal of the money of the United States
out there throush the banks in order to relieve the agricultural situation. He
is very familiar with it and is known as a business man, sound snd experienced.
I should place a good deal of reliance on his recommendations.

lir. President, would - any proposition to organize a corporation of
that sort would require legislatibn by Congress, would it not?

I don't think so. That would be a voluntary corporation or organiza-
tion which might be set up in any of the states, either a legal cornoration or
a voluntary organization of the farmers themselves.

But it would not employ @Govermment capital, lir. President?

Well, it might employ money th=t was furnished by the Govermment in
the same way that money 1is now being furnished by the Government, which is throujh
the banks.

An inguiry as to whether there have been any conferences in the shipping
problem. Not to my kmowledge - not that have been brought to my attention. Mr.
Farley is comsidering what can be done.

As to whether there has been any suggestion from the National Education
dssociztion thut a Department of Education with a Secrstary be set up in the
capital. Nothing has been received of which I knowe I don't think anything of

that kind has come ine I think that is provided for in a general way in the pro-

posed reorganization which, I think, is at the vpresent time before the Congress.
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It may require recognition on the part of the Executive, but that is in the general
reorgenization plan of the establishment of a Welfare Department with a Secretary
over it, but I think the Department of Education comes in under that.

—\;\ An inquiry here as to whether there have been any communicattons from
the so-called shipping board cabinet. I don't know why that is so called. That
vas never established. Of course it is natural, when we are considering a matter
of that kind, to gx;oup together all those that would come in contact with it.
Shipping, of course, in its natural aspect is =n attempt to serve commerce. Very
naturally you would consider it in that relation and confer with the Secretary of
Commerce about it. Our Shipping Board at the present time is spending considerable
Government money and very naturally one might like to take it up and consider it
with the Treasﬁury ~ the Secretary of the Treasury, who, in the present instance,
heppens to be in addition to the Secretary of the Treasury one of the great busi-
ness minds of the nation; and also if it is prposed to have legislation, why you
naturally like to find out what the House Committee and the Senate Committee think
sbout ity to work out something in that direction, I though I perhaps might like
to sit dovm with representatives of that kind to see what could be done. But when
the Attorney General said that the provosed plan wouldn't come within the contem=-
plation of the law, I didn't have anything to submit to advisers at the present
time, and so I didn't call any advisers in.

4n inquiry as to whether I favor any transfer of the Federal Prohibition
Unit from the Treasury Department to the Department of Justicee« I have never made
any decision about that, and never considered it seriously. What I mean is that
I have never given it any particular consideration. Never thought of it very much.
An inquiry about the visit of Howard Elliott, Chairman of the Northern
Pacific. I knew lMr. Elliott when he was in Massachusetts and when he came in to
take charge of the N.He Railroad. I don't know whether he had anything to do with
the Be & M+ other than thattl,il,iefr:ras a large stock owner in the B.& e by the New
Havens As a result of my experience with him there, I have a high estimation of
§ hims He came in this morning more to pay his respects than anything else and I
took occasion to inquire of him as to the business situation in the Northwest. He
tells me that they have plenty of cars up there to move products. There is,

though, a possible shortage of cars west of the Rocky Mountains, which he said was

en indication of a generzl prosperity in agriculture west of the Rockies. He
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recognizes we have a difficulty in the wheat region and inquired of him about the
possibility of helping it by some reduction in the cost of the freight rate of ex-~
port graine He thought that that might be helpful, though I don't know that
he expressed a mature judgment about it, nor do I think he.exPreased any Jjudgment
88 to whether that would be fair to railroads.
Jr One of the representatives of the Farm Buresu Federation, lir. Silver,

was in this moraning. Brought me a box of very fine apples. 1 would advise all of

| you to ask him to visit you, if you can secure the kind of reaction that I secured.

Be came in especially to inviﬁe me to go out sometime to am orchard that is con-
ducted on the edge of Vest Virginia on a cooperative plan. I should be very much
interested to go out there, If I could, but I don't know whether I can or not. He
nentioned todzy the matter of Muscle Shoals, as I have already related to you.

I had, a day or two ago, some of the executive committee of the National
Granges Some of them are located - one of them in Massachusetts, one from New York,
one from Illinois, and I don't know where the other did come frome We went over
the varioizs farm problems. They are not in favor of an extra session of Congress
and not in favor of any attempt on the part of t;hef Government to fix prices. 1
wnderstend that the position of the American Farm Bureau Federation is similar,
though I have not had an opportunity to confer with their Executive Committee. I
am going to do it in a day or two. They have been invited to come in and give me
the benefit of their advice.

+ An inquiry as to whether I plan to confer with the Secretary of the House
fays and Means Committee on matters of tax revision. Of course, I shall confer with
the Secretary of the Treasury and undoubtedly with some representatives of the
House, Ways and lleans Committee on the question of whether there should be any tax
revision at the present time. I haven't any idea as to what advice they will offer.
I kmow there is considerable both in the Treasury Department and, no doubt, by the
direct influences in the Ways and Means department of the House. Whether they
will determine that there should be any changes or not, I wouldn't be able to report
at the present time, because I don't knmow.

An inquiry as to whether I can confirm or deny published reports that

Judge Walter Evans of Kentucky has resigned. I haven't had any information thathe

has resigned, and this is the first report that has come to me of that nature.
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Another inguiry about Oklahomae. I haven't any further information about
¢he gituation out there. I did have a telegram from the Governor, which I gave out
ine next morning. He had some report, I think, that some federal judge was under-
taking t0 permit the use of some federal property out there, and the next morning's
report jndicated that the Judge said he hadn't undertazken to do anything of that
kinde That was all in the papers, that interchange of telegrams.

And whether there would be any interference out there without an appeal
spom either the Governor or the Legislature to me. The only reason for any inter-
serence that I know of would be for the purpose of keeping order, and appeals of
tnat kind come almost always through the Governor. I am not certain vhether the
legislature has any constitutional zuthority to make representations to the Presi-
dent or not. VWhere there is a direct interference with the actions of the Federal
tovernment, &8s the movement of mail, the holding of federal courts, or some federal
action of that kind, then it wouldn't be necessary for the Governor or anybody else
to ask for federal interference on the part of the authorities in Washington. It
would be naturslly and inevitably their business to see that federal actions go on.
But anything that I should do with the domestic affairs of any State, of course,

would not be interfered in by the national Government, if it was a matter of keep-

ing order there, that would come through some responsible representative of the

State.
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October 5, 1923.
Remarks by the President to the Ilewspaper lien

4+ I have an inquiry here on the subject of education relative to the
statement thet I made of approval of national education day, and whether I think
more manual and industrial and outdoor training should be in order for all. I
don't think you cen make any hard and fast rule about that. It depends upon the
locality and on the individuale I recall that when I was in college, one of the
Frofessors was discussing that problem before us and speaking of the need general-
ly of athleties in edducation at the present time. 3But he said that he knew 2
man that had been President of the llassachusetts State College, I think his name
was Goodnough, walked from Templeton to Andover, a distance of sixty miles, and
carried his trunk on his backe. He said that when he got there he didn't have any
feeling for a course in football.X I delivered = short address on what I thought
was the needs of education at Wheaton College Commencement, which is the only
college, I believe, that is within the confines of the old Plymouth Colony in
liassachusetts. If you are very much interested in my views on education, you can
get that address and read it.

+ An inquiry about the cancellation of debts, stating that the new Presi-
dent of the American Bankers Association says that he is going to start an im-
mediate campaign for cancellation, and wanting me to state my views on the question.
I gave you the views that I held at one of our very early conferences, which was
opposed to the cancellation of debts. That doesn't mean that it isn't open to
negotiation as to terms and conditions and so one We made very liberal terms with
Great Britain in the matter of interest, and all that which, if figured up, I
presume would show, as a matter of arithmetical determination, that we would be
more than cancelling the original debt, considering the reduction that we made in
interest. Something of that kind, perhaps, would be considered. Some of the
countries are not paying us any interest at the present time. But the matter, of
course, is in the hands of the Commission that was approinted,as the result of an
act of Congress, with power to negotiate, and the terms are l2id down in that Act,
and those are the terms on which the American Govermment stands until they are
modified.

Any indications, lir. President, that any other powers are ready to

negotiate now?

Not that I know of. I am not in personal touch with that, because it
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is in the hands of the Commission. I do not think they are doing anything
gbout it at the present time. Not wanting to press anyone, not wanting to
appear as an insistent debter, or anything of that kind, but leaving the matter
open for further negotiation.

in ingquiry about the visit of Chairman Marvin of the Tariff Commis-
sions I spoke to him about considering the guestion of the present tariff on
wheat, and he and the Commission will look into it, as I have already stated
to your conference. I don't think there is very much of any relief to be
found in that direction, but it is an element worthy of consideration and
should it appear that it might be beneficially used, it could be used, but I
have a great deal of doubt whether anything could be accompléshed by action of
that kind, or vhether, under the law, we should find that the facts were such
that any action could be taken.

£lso an inquiry about the visit of Congressman Cramﬁton of IlMichigan,
and whether there was any stétement of his intention to introduce a2 bill in
the next session of Congress calling for & éertain contribution by the Federal
Government to District needs annually. lr. Cramton saw me only 2 minute. Noth-
ing was said about his proposal to introduce a bill, and this is the first in-
formation that I had about ite I assume that that means a contribution to the
expenditures of the District, and not a contribution for the purpose of erecting
buildings in the District.

Mr. President, did Representative Cramton bring up the question of
larger appropriztions for prohibition enforcement.

Yo, he brought up no qugtion at all. He came in between the zppoint-
ments that others had, and merely as a matter of paying Hs respects to me. We
didn't have time to talk any and discuss anything.

An inquiry also about the apparent failure of the hearings in Pitts-
burgh on anthracite rates. I don't know what the result of those hearings has
been. If this suggestion is correct, that they didn't develop anything of public
interest, I suppose that means that the gquestion infers that it didn't show
that any change in rates could be secured, or if secured would be helpful. I
haven't any information about that.

No one appeared, but three railroads, Mr. President. No one appeared

for the public.

Well, of course, the Interstate Commerce Commission represent the
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public, and it is their business to look out for the public interests whether
anyone appearss or not, and I haven't the slightest doubt that they will do so.
I don't kmow who presented to them the petitition for a change in rates, and it
is rather strange that the petitioners didn't appear. But not knowing anything
about that I can't make any comment about it.

An ingquiry also about the recommnendations made by the Coal Commission
and whether I propose to urge those recomnmendations on Congress as a basis for
legislations 1 can't very well anticipate Just what I may say to the Congress
in any message that I may lay before it, other than that in the most general
wvay the Coal Commission has made a long and exhaustive study, assembling a great
many facts that bear on the coal condition. I think it would be strange if,
out of that, 1 wasn't able to find a great many things that I could recommend to
Congress for their action.

An inquiry about replacing Arthur Powell Davis for David W. Davis, as
head of the Reclamation service. About that, I have scarcely any information.
It was brought to me early after I came here, and brought to my attention that
Arthur Powell Davis had resigned, and that his place was filled by David W.
Davis. I think that was done before I came into office. It is my recollection
that I was reading something about that before I came to Washington.

It was done while President Harding was going West from Washington,

Mr. President. ©Sometime in June.

Well, that was in June then probably that it was done,and as I was sway
I didn't ever have it brought specifically to my attention, and I don't now re-
call anything about the matter of an Executive Order made August 17the. Very
likely I made onee Of course, it is on record whether I did or not, but many
of those things go over my desk and I should have to look up the papers to re-
fresh my recollection sbout it. ¥exdmmtiomax® I don't mean that many executive
orders of that kind go over my desk, but a great many pepers from the different

departments. I think I have issued almost no executive orders relative to the

Civil Service. I have had the Civil Service Commission in once or twice to
ask them about proposed Executive Orders, and it may be that I had them in on
thise I can't recall now, what it was that they were in on, but it seems as
though they were. But I wouldn't want to be certain about that. You can get
the information, undoubtedly, from the Department of the Interior.

An inquiry about the visit of Senator Harreld and Representative
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Chandler of Oklahoma. I didn't see them and I didn't know they had been in.
50 I suppose that their visit was pro‘ba‘bly not one of very great importance.

An inguiry about the visit of the Italian Ambassador. That too, has
no commection with any specific question. He has been out of the country and
returned two or three days ago, and in accordance with custom came intoday to
pay his respectse. I had met him very pleasantly last spring and last winter.
As you know he has been in America a great deal, engaged in business at some
time or snother in the Western part of our country, so that we regard him with
interest, not only on account of his position which he holds, but also because
of the position he held with American industry. He told me about the better-
ing conditions in Italy, the returning evidences of prosperity, among the
industries there, people going back to work and a decrease of the discontent
that was manifest over there as a part of the discontent and as a result of the
great conflict.

Also an inquiry about the conclusions that have been reached on the
transportation probleme No specific conclusions have been reached on that.
Several railroad presidents have been in to see me. I don't think any of them
came in to coumsult me about transvortation problems. They uniformly had some
other errand. I have taken advantage of their presence here to ask them about
the situation generally, but without reaching any settled conclusions.

A statement that the last Congress passed a Jjoint resolution asking
the Executive to invite the maritime nations of the world to a conference on
the polution of coastal waters, and that early this week at Atlantic City
& conference adopted a resolution mrging action in line with the Congressional
requeste That will be taken up with the State Dept. If there is a resolution
of this kind, it had escaped my attention, and I huave no doubt that this in-
formetion is correct. The matter of polution of coastal waters had been brought
to my attention and is one that I had been very much interestetli,r/lto see if we
could not provide a remedy. This polution &s a serious menace .both to the con-
venience of those that want to use the water for bathing and so on, and it is
also a fire hazarde Very likely it is = menace to public health, and I know
that our country would like to join with other countries in doing anything that
¢an be done to remedy it. I am very much interested in this suggestion about a
conference, and I will take that up with the Secretary of State right away.

-
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lir. President, do you have the Great Lakes in mind in connection with
that report?

Very likely that is it, though it says to invite the maritime nations
of the worlde I haven't had any complaint from the Great Lakes. The complaint
has come fromthe region east of llew Jersey snd south of New York - especially
those places that are used for seaside resorts.

lir. President, that is a problem though that the Public Health Service
is investigating from time to time.

I kmow it is.

An inguiry about the exchange of Ambassadors between this country and
lexico, and whether an Ambassador will be gppointed before the treaties are
ratifiedse I do not think that Ambassadors would be appointed in the ordinary
course before the treaties are ratifiedes I think I am safe in saying that our
country would very much prefer to have llexico ratify the treaty before we apvoint
an Ambassador, especially as I understand that their ratifying power, which is
the Senate, the same as ours, is in session, and that they can pass on it at
the present time.

ind an inquiry as to when the treaty will be presented to the Congress.
0f course, there wont be any opportunity to present it on our side to Congress
before the Congress meets in December, which is the usual time. Vhen thot time
comes I shall expect that about the first day it would be submitted to the Senate
for its action.

Whether any consideration has been given to the propossl of the War
Finence Corporation to accept from cooperative wheat marketing associations,
without recourse, the paper of foreign buyers, ih connection with the financing
of grain exports. Well, I don't think any consideration has been given to this
question in just this form. The question, or consideration, has been given to
acceptances of paper given for export of grain, but, of course, it would have to
be accompanied by adequate security. Now, whether it could be accepted without
recourse, which means that we could only expect to collect from the maker of the
paper and not from the endorser , would be something that the War Finance
Corporation would have to determine in each instance, in accordance with what

was necessary to protect the money of the United States. If there were adequate

security, the matter of whether it was with recourse or without recourse wouldn't
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pe a matter of very great concern. If it were without security, I would doubt

ghether the Var Finance Corpcration would want to accept it any way. But it

would be much better to confer with Mr. Meyer sbout ite I Xnow that he wants to
adopt & very broad policy and assist in exportation wherever that can be done.

"hether there are any developments in the sgricultural situation. I
suppose 1t is already known that Mr. lMeyer is to go up to the Northwest, taking
with him Mre. Mondell, who is acquainted with the region there; also a representa-
tive from the Agricultural Department, to see whut can be done up there of a
helpful nature. The other angle of it is the export matter, which we have
already considered.

I think that covers substantially the questions of the daye
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October 9, 1923,

Remarks by the Fresident to the Newspaper lien.

+ An inguiry about Senator Copeland of New York, suggesting that in a
series of speeches he is urging the calling of an international economic con-
ference, and inquiring whether I have given any consideration to this subject.
I haven't given any particular consideration to ite It is a2 matter that has
been up for discussion in Washington now and then for two years. But, up to
the present time, there hasn't seemed to be a condition existing abroad that
made action of that kind practicable; and, of course, it is fundamental that
vhile you might like to do something in this direction, or that direction, or
the other, there isn't any use of starting in on it unless there is at the out-
set 2 good reason to expect that it might be successful, and that is the
condition in this respect. The matter that they are discussing in Burope, and
about which they are moving armies, is an economic question in & way, and with
the present condition of mind over there, it hasn't seemed that it could be
decided at a conference. They have had various conferences in Europe, 2nd had
up this matter, especially, for discussion and consideration, and they haven't
been able to reach any conclusion.

Also an ingquiry about business conditions and any information as to
further prospects. I don't feel much competence as a prophet about any future
conditions. I gather from information as to what conditions are at the present
time, and on that anyone can base some judgment as to what they are likely to
be for some time in the future. The reports that come to me indicate that busi-
ness conditions in the country are good. There is a little difficulty in the
0il region in Oklahoma, due to the great production of o0il that has come in on
the west coast. There is, of course, as we have discussed here frequently,
trouble in some parts of the wheat regione. Many agricultural products are in
good condition; corn is especially high, range cattle, which means cattle that
that are not fatted for the market, are not high. TFatted cattle finds a good
market.e The price of hogs is fair. There are evidences that in the textile
industries orders are fairly good, and there seems to be plenty to give employ-

ment in the steel z2nd iron industries. Some of the mine industries =re not so
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The silver mining is not in good shape on account of the lower price of silver,
and especially the higher cost of minings I think the copper industry is not so
goods But on the whole the business of the country is in very fair condition, and
80 far as we can see, there is an expectation that it will continue good for a
time.

An inquiry about a report sald to have been made by the State Department
m the study of the Tariff Commission's survey of foreign discriminations against
the ‘merican merchandise. I don't recall any report of that kind that has come to
més Perhaps that may be some report that is being made by the Commission to the
State Department, which hasn't been tuken up with me up to the present time. I
don't know of any general foreign discriminations against American merchandise.
There may be something of a trifliang nature somewvhere, or some proposal made by
some foreign country that some discriminations were in contemplation, and for
that reason probably the Tariff Commission was asked to make a survey and see if
anything of that kind was threatening.

I have already spoken of the business outlook.
1T i further inguiry about the endorsement given by Lloyd George to the

and fix
Hughes proposal for a Commission to investigate/the amount of German reparations
and whether this Government will actively press this plan. Thut is a suggestion
first made by Secretary Hughes, according to my recollection, about last December
in an address made at New Haven, and I don't know of any present expectation on
the part of our Government to take it up by any interchange of notes or views
with the foreign Governments, so thst the inguiry as to whether this Government
will more actively press the plan - I should say the answer to that would be "no".
The sugzgestion has been made, and it #s for any foreign Govermment that is
interested in it to take it up of their own consideration.

An inquiry whether I have received any commmication from General Vood
suggesting relief from Federal taxation for Americans doing business in the
Fhilippines, as is allowed by the British and other Covermments. Whether this
relief, if favored, is to be retroactive. I don't reca.l any commmication from
the General making any suggestion along that line. I think this matter was up for
considération in the last Congress; if I am not mdstaken I heard it debated in
the Senate, and I don't kmow what position I should take on it. After carefully

considering it, it is my recollection that it didn't seem to be feasible, for
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some reason or another, but I haven't enough information about it to give you any
idea that is really worth while.

An inguiry about the reported resignation of Ambassador Child, and as
to the meaning of some conclusion about thats I really don't know how any con-
clusion could arise about it. He wrote to me that under a plan he had with
President Harding, he wanted to retire and I wrote back to him that, of course,

I would be pleased to have him stay and would like to have him visit this country
if he wanted to and then return with the understanding that he would retire at
his leigure. Perhaps, if there has been any conclusion it has arisen from the
fact that the Ambassador is trying very carefully to comply with my wishes and
stay as ,ﬁlong as I might indicate to him that it was rezlly desirable for him to

stay, and my effort to indicate to him that I would like to have him stay, but

didn't want to have him stay at a sacrificee.
Is there any understanding that he will return, after this present
leave of absence, and then determine whether he might wish to retire, Mre. President?

That is the way that lies in my mind. He will make a visit and then

return and retire at his leasure. That is what I tried to indicate to him. He
indicated to me that he wanted to help the Government like a patriotic citizen,
and I tried to indicate to him that I would like to have him stsy, but that I
wouldn't want to put any disproportionate burden on him, keeping him there serv-
ing the Government when, really, it was unfair to him. So that he is coming
over on & visit and, as 1 understand, is to return and then retire at his pleasure.
An inquiry about the economies planmmed by the Shipping Board in the
operation of the Governmment ovmed fleet. I think the Shipping Board have under
contemplation disposing of some of their lines, which they think would reduce
expenditures, and "will the Attorney Gemeral's opinion result in changes in the
present contract with the managing agenciesf" I haven't any definite informstion
about thate Nothing of that kind was expected. If there have been some con-
tracts between the managing agencies and the Board that under this opinion of
the Attorney General appear not to be warranted by the law, then the Board will

work out scme other plan. I don't think that is a matter of any particular con-

| sequence.
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I have also an inquiry as to whether there have been any reports
from Mr. lleyer and Iir. Mondell. I have a telegram here that came this morning
from Chicago, relative to a meeting that was held there, whichwas attended by
Re We Bingham, Chairman, National Council of Farmers' Cooperative MNarketing
Associztions, and one of the organizers of the Burley Tobacco Growers' Associa-
tion; Ilr. Sapiro, an organizer of Cooperative llarketing Associations from
falifornia to lMaine; Carl Williams, President, Oklahoma Wheat Growers' Associs-
tion and the Vice Presidént of the American VWheat Growers' Exchange, an organ-
ization which includes within its members practically all of the cotton crop
marketing associations of the country; George E. Jewett, the General lanager
of the Northwest Wheat Growers' Associstion, which includes in its membership
the Wheat Cooperative llarketing Associations operating in nine states; as well
as by agricultural and other representative men, who are taking an active
interest in cooperative marketing. The meeting elected former Governor Frank
0. Lowden as its head to start in stimulating the organization of the producers
of wheat in the several wheat growing states, and goes on to say that they were
very much encouraged.

Will the text be given out, Mr. President?

I would be glad to give it out if you would like to have it.

An inguiry about the Lloyd George statement, which I have already com-
mented on.

I think that covers -

lMr. President, what are the indications of a report from the Federal
frade Commission on coal?

I don't know. I haven't taken that up with them lately. 1 know they
have it under consideratione

Mr. President, anything about the Cabinet meeting this morning?

Toe
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October 12, 1923.

Remarks of the President to the Newspaper lien.

I have two or three inquiries about the Governor's Conferencee That is a
Conference, of course, as I indicated in my invitation to the Governors, which can
be discussed in a word or soe I have invited the Governors to lunch with me on the
20th, told them that after that I wanted to lay before them certain matters in re-
lation to immigration, and the e¢nforcement of the laws relative to the sale of
narcotics and alcoholic beverages. It is 2 coz;ference, I may so designate it,
entirely for the purpose of seeing what can be done to secure a better enforcement
of the law. I mean by that that it is to proceed on the executive side. This
isn't the calling of a legislative conference, or a conference for any other
parpose than to secure cooperation in enforcement. I don't kmow the number that
have responded favorablye I think my advices from the Governor's Conference that
is to be held in Indiana were to the effect that sove thirty odd would plan to be
present there. I should think it would be doubtful if there would be any more
here than would go theree I{ may be that some of the men in the eastern part of
the country can drop in here on Saturday who couldn't spend almost the entire week
in Indiana; so that while I may lose some that go to the conference in Indiana, I
perhaps may gain some that couldn't attend there.

Ir. President, will the Governors' Confersnce be an executive_ session?

Yes, it is an executive sessione It is an invitation to take lunch with
me and after the lunch I have certain matters that I want to lay before them.

lire President, can you give us some idea of the program, or some of the
discussions?

I haven't anything to give out about that yet. I expect to speak to the
Conference, and representatives of the Treasury Departmént. I don't kmow whether
Ir. llellon will speak or not, but he will be there and someone will represent his
Departments And the Secretary of Labor's Department, they representing the immi-
grations Also the narcotic laws and the prohibition laws represented by the
Ireasury Department.

Mre. President, is it possible that some of those speeches willbe given
out? Will they be given out in advance?

I think some of them may be given out in advance, and it is possible

that I may have some statement made at the conference. I do not kmow about thats
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An inquiry about my conference yesterday with Secretary Hughes. I don't
think that had the significance that its length perhaps may have given to it. The
secretary came in, I think about 3.00 o'clock. I sent for him in order that I
might confer with him about general matters that come under the jurisdiction of his
Department, of our foreign relations. It wasn't any particular or specific thing.
Qur conversation was entirely general, and I thought that his words, which I read
somewhere in the morning peper, disclosed it very well as having no particular
significance. I wgs & bit over three-gquarters of an hour or so going over thése
things in his Department, in order that I might keep myself as well posted as I
could about the details of our foreign relationse.
+ in inquiry as to a business conference which it is rumored will be
shortly called. I haven't any plan sbout that, and this is the first suggestion
of it that has come to me. Business, in general, is so good now that I don't know
of any particular reason for calling a business conference at this time. Business
is never so good that we don't want to improve it, but I don't know of any part-
icular reason for czlling a business conference, and I haven't anything of that
kind in mind just now.
+ An inguiry about the London discussions of tariff preferences within the
British Empire being carried on at the Imperial Conferences That hasn't happened
to come under my observatione I should judge that that was a matter entirely of
the domestic affairs of the British Empire, which we should have to recognize
they have a right to discuss and a right to regulate, just the same as we regulate
our own domestic affairse. We make our tariff whatever we think it ought to be,
and we wouldn't want to have interference from without in anything of that kind.
Very likely you will recall that during the making of our last tariff, and I think
on other occasions when the Congress was engaged in the making of a tariff, that
criticism was made on the floor that different foreign representatives here were
attempting to interfere with it. I don't say that the charge was correct or in-
corrects I am simply stzting the fact that it was made, as indicating that a
nation dislikes wvery much to have any outside interference with that which is
purely its domestic affairse I should imagine that that would be the case here.
I don't know that we have any treaty that would affect that in any way, and unless
ve have, I should think it purely a domestic matter which they have complete

Jurisdiction over, and in which it would be inappropriate for us to meddle.

0f course, I don't mean by that that it‘ométlprc;per for a foreign government to
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apply at any time to our State Department if there were justification for such
procedure, or that it wouldn't be perfectly proper for our State Department
t0 apply any time to any state departments of foreign zovernments; and that
would undoubtedly be done, if it was thought that anything was about to happen
that might interfere with the commercial and businees interests of the United
States. I think I can assure every one that they will be - that our business and
comnercial interests will be looked after toc the very best of our abilitye

An inguiry as to whether Doctor Cuno made any suggestions for (German
steamship lines to acquire some of the surplus Shipping Board tonnage. I knew
that Doctor Cuno was interested in shipping, and I talked with him about that for
the few moments that he was here. 1 think I suggested to him that there was a
great deal of surﬁlus shipping in the United States, not with a view that I ex-
pected that he was desirous of acquiring any of it, but that was an observation
I made and I don't recall that he made any particular rcsponse to it

Did he meke any representations regarding the twenty year contract with
the Earriman lines?

llop now that you speak of thate I remember he said his specizl errand
over here was to make some kind of a contract, or have some discussion or eem-
$re8$ transaction of business with the Harriman lines, but the nature of it
wvasn't disclosed, and I didn't inguire about it.

Vhether there is any comment to be made on the statement of ex-Premier
Lloyd George favoring an unwritten understanding between Great Britain and the
lnited States for world peace. No. I don't think it would be good policy for me
to comnent on the speeches that Lloyd George is making. Of course Lloyd George
was formerly the Bremier of Great Britain. He is now a powerful ficure in the
public life of that country. He is not, however, now, the Premier and doesn't
speak, of course, for the British Government. I give you that suggestion, in
order that you mey write, when you do, with that in mind. I don't Xmow whether
he is considered to be in opposition to the sovernment. I suppose that is the
prosition he occupies, as one of opposition to the present government, and that
his speeches over here should be considered from that angles not in any way as
the offici2l representation of what the present government might want, but in the
nature of speeches of one who is visiting here, and wants to lay his ideas before
the American people, and also speaking from the platform which, no doubt, reaches

back and is listened to =t home.
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Another inguiry which came up before at one time, and which is a
matter that has ncver been brought to my attention. I don't know just what there
is of importance, or what its significance may be. That is as to the closing at
an earlier hour of the internationzl bridge between El Paso and Juarez. That has

never been brought to my attention at all. Very likely, if it has come to the at-

I tention of the State Department they hiven't considered it a matter of sufficient
importance to be tuken up with me.

Thether any report has been received from the Pederzl Trade Commission
J relative to prices of coale It hasn't been made yet. I called that matter to
the atlention of the Federal Trade Board. I sent to them some representatives
of the Coal Commission and they also have secured the reports and the evidence
of that office, which was before the Coal Commnission, so that they have that
under consideration.
+ There was one other matter that I nearly forgot to meantion. At the
lebinet meeting it developed that the Japsnese Covernment had suffered the loss
of its printing presses, which would be the equivalent ;{here of having our Bureaun

they

of Printing and Engraving wiped out of existence, so that we have appealed to us
for assistance, and our government has been exceedingly glad of the opportunity
to render them some assistance through our own plant to cover an emergency. We
have some of the small hand pres.es that were formerly used in the buresu, be-
fore they adopted the present power presses, and if it should be necessary, our
Government would be pleased to supply those to the Japanese (overnment to tide
them over the necessities of the time.

1s there any money shortage resulting from this temporary suspension of
the plant, lir. President?

I haven't heard of any. It is a question of printing their currency,

and they needed to have some help about it.

Vhether any time has been fixed for the Cabinet to consider plans for

the reorganization of the executive departments, and whether the Rrowm plan ap-

proved last year by the Cabinet will under—go any changes. I haven't any changes
in mind about that. The Cabinet will take it up for comsideration very shortlye
is you lmow several cabinet members have been out of town. Secretary Denby is

W in New York, I think it is New York, undergoing an operation, a slight injury
0 his heel; and lr. Wallace is in the West, lir. Daugherty was in Chio, lr.

lavis is on the Pacific Coast; and as soon as we can get the Cabinet all together

" will take up the question then, g0 omgcarefully, and see if it is desir-
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gble to mske any changes in the suggested plan.

Any date been fixed for a Cabinet discussion of that plan? Mr. President.
o particular date, but as soon as we can get the entire Cabinet together
it will be considered. I doubt if it will be necessary to give a great deal of at-

r tention to it. No changes are contemplated that I know of, but, on the other hand,

10 express decisions have been madee.

|+ It is announced in Yew York that the terms of a mew lcan to Italy will
be made public next weeks Has the administration taken any stand in the floating
of & loan of that kind? No. The administration has no policy about that, other

than & desire to assist wherever it can, and I mean by that to give its countenance

to the lending of money by our private banks in America and the American people

to Governmments and people abrosd wherever it can be donee I am not certain whether
any inquiry about this has been made in the State Department. INone has come to

my attention., But I have every reason to suppose that the State Department should
look with approbation on any plan of private individuals to help refinance the
Italian needs.

+ I have another inguiry, I don't know whether I covered that, about the
proposal of Lloyd George for an entente between the United States and Great Britain
to maintain the peace of the world. That, as I have explained, is an unofficial
proposal made by a prominent man, but not made by the Government of Great Britain
in any way. OShould it be made by the Govermment of Great Britain, why we would

tekke it up and comnsider it then. Coming, as it does, in this way, I think we will

have to regard it as a speech and I don't care to make any particular comment abcut
it.

An inguiry about the citizenship conference tomorrow. All that I know
positively about that is that I am to receive the members of that conference some
time. They are to come to the White House where I am to havé the privilege of
receiving them and shaking hands with them.

lIIr. President, will you make a speech?

I don't expect to.

Sent any message to them?

I haven't sent any message. 1 don't know whether any officers of the

Govermment will speak there or note 1 think that covers substantially the things

that I wanted to discuss today.
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October 16, 1923.

Remarks by the President to Newspaper llen.

This morning I discussed with the Cabinet very briefly the matter

of erection of more public buildings in the District, for the purpose of better

housing some of the Departments. Iany of them are in a congested condition, so that
they need more room. llany of them are scattered about, some having very many different
locations, so many that it would be almost startling to give the number. The registrar
of deeds was in my ofiice the other day telling me that he had very insufficient room
in his quarters to carry on the work of his Department, so that there is too much of

a congestion of his work, and he is not able to hire and locate sufficient employees
there to keep the registration of deeds as near up to date as he would like to have it.
do that it is suggested that, with a view to carrying out that plan for publie build-
ings that has already been adopted, for which some plans have been drawn and approved,
that we should try to secure from the incoming Congress a continuing appropriation of
$3,000,000 to 5,000,000 a year, which would mean the begimning of four or five build-
ings and a gradusl carrying out of that plan, so that the different Departments mizht
be well located.

Ir. President, was the archives building mentioned in that discussion?

o, it wasn't. There wasn't any particular building mentioned. I suppose
that is one of the pressing needs. Just a general plan that has been adopted by the
Committee or Commission that has in charge the suggestion of location of bwildings
for the purpose of carrying out that public building plan that has been considered,

and, I think, adopted.

it is my intention to fill these vacancies at an early date. It is my understanding
that under a ruling from the Attorney General, any vacancy that is in existence which
| vas in existence during the session of Congress cammot be filled during vacation.

§ There couldn't be a recess appointment made. I think one of these vacancies is due to
2 death that has occurred since the adjournment of Congress, and) in that case, it

. would be possible to make the appointment before the convening of Congress. But if

an gppointment is to be made in a State, I should desire to confer with the Cenators
of that State about it. Neither of the two Senators are here at the present time,

énd I haven't had the opportunity to confer with them, and it is better, of course,

to make these appointments without meking a recess sppointment - to wait until Congress

comes. If a recess appointment is made, and any question should arise about 1t, It
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becomes o rather embarrassing matter, and unless there is a good deal of pressure
on account of conditions to fill am appointment by recess appointment, it is bet-
ter to do it the other way.

An inquir,r;.r as to whether there is any report from the wheat situation
in the northwest. Yes, we have had some other telegrams, the last one being from
Glendive, Mont. October 13th, and being in relation to the wheat farmers in North
Dakotas That telegram, I do not think I need to read it, says we assured the
meeting of the readiness of the federal agencies, including the War Finance
Corporation, with its financial support, to assist in the accelerating of the pro-
gram for the relief of the wheat growers, etc. This telds of a general conference
of business men and farmers, and the encouraging features that they found as a result
of the conference.

in inguiry about a B.cheme for consolidating railroads into a number of

regional groups. That, I think, is provided for in the present law, and it is my

recollection that the I.C.C. has formulated a tentative program for that purpose.

I do not think it has ever been fully adopted by them, nor has it begun to be put
into operation, and no decision, as far as I know, has been made about it up to the
present time. I haven't any decision to announce about it. That might possibly

be a matter that I could take up in my message.

A statement that the Shipping Board has recommended the extension of
coastwise laws to the Philippines. That I have never happened to discuss with the
fhipping Boarde I do not lmow just what their recommendations are about it, and
I have never made any decision in relation to ite.

Also an inquiry about declaring a national holidey on the 2nd of Nov.,
in honor of the memorial services to be held there for President Harding at Marion,
and whether I am likely to attend the services. [f There was under consideration,

at one time, a plan to have a very extensive observance of his birthday on the

second of November at llarion, and I had under comsideration a plan of going there

| myselfs I understand that the people of lMarion gave up trying to have anything

like an extensive observance of his birthday, and I am not certain whether they are to
have some local observance or note. I gudge, from this suggestion, that that is the
case, but it is to be local in its character and will not be participated in, so far
a8 [ lmow, by any representatives of the Federal Governmment who are now in Washington.
I don't kmow about the office holders from Ohio. I have no doubt some of them may

80 But my information is very mcagre about the present plan and, in faet, I didn't
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mow they were planning for anything more than & local observance, if that.
In regard to a conference with Senator Smmot. Nothing was said by him

or me, so far as I recall, about the debt funding commission, nor have I discussed

that matter with Ambassador Ferricks The Ambassador is staying at the Vhite
House, and he and I are going over the problems that he has in relation to his
miSsi0n.

An inguiry as to whether the Prohibition Commissioner will be made
directly responsible to the President, instead of to the Secretary of the Treasury
and Commissioner of Internzl Revenue. I have never considered that auestion,
apart from the suggestion that is in the report of the comsolidation committec.

It is in that Browm report, the proposal to transfer the Prchibition enforcement
from the Treasury Department to the Department of Justice. No suggestion has ever
been made to me that it should be directly umder the President. It is, at the
present time, under the Collector of Internal Revenue, or the Commissioner o?
Internal Revenue, as he is called, and the Prohibition enforecer is an assistant,

[ think to the Commissioner of Internal Revenue.

. An inquiry about the suggestion made by Governor Silzer of M. J. that

the Governors' Conference take up the coal price gquestion. I should be very glad
to confer with Govermor Silzer abcut that, either personally or in conjunction
rith the different Department.s, and zive him any possible assistance that I cane.
This conference that is to be held on Saturday begins at 2.00 o'clock. There
isn't a very long period of time and it wouldn't be possible to take up there a
consideration of prices of coal. I don't kmow if it would be quite fair to some
Governors of southern states to come to = conference of that kind to listen to a
consideration of those questions that afiect, especially affect, northern and
eastern states, and also Governors from western states. This is more of &
district or lecal question, than it is a guestion affecting the whole nation. I
wuld be glad to do anything I can to assist in fair price of coal for the people
of New Jersey, or any other part of the nation.

A in inquiry about Alexander Smith and Samuel Rea. MNr. Smith, I am in-
formed, is a man who has had a2 long experience as a shipper, and he came in to
give me some suggestions about our shipping problems. He has made some suggestionse.
[ didn't have a chance to talk with him at length, because I was Just going into
the Cabinet meeting, but what he has in mind is a 10} reduction of duties on imports

Vaen carried in American vessels. UWhether something of that kind could be worked
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ouby I do not kmow. I think it would come directly in conflict with many treaties
that we have at the present time and suggestions of that nature came to me recently
ad I took the matter up with the State Department. It was not new to me, because
1had heard it discussed in the Cabinet a couple of years ago, and the conclusion
reached by the State Department is that it would not be practicable to undertake a
change of that nature. Vhile we have a right to give notice ending treaties in
their entirety, there isn't any provision in treaties that we can dispense with a
rart of them, if they prove not to our benefit, and retain those parts we find bene-
ficials Very likely if we were to tell foreign rovernments we are going to make a
change in these treaties, and give a preferential tariff duty to goods that come to
| imerica in Americsn ships, they would impose on us some obligations that, no doubt,
would compensate them for injuries that they thought they had received. That is
the difficulty we confront. Of course, we have in addition to that the general
feeling that having made a treaty which we thought fair and Jjust, that we ought to
abide by it and live up to it, and not take any position that could be held in any
' way dishonorable to the good faith of the American people and the American Government.

An inguiry about a study being made by the Treasury Dept. relstive to tax
revisions I haven't any definite information about that. It is my understanding that
| they pursue, constantly, studies in the Treasury, as the results of tax laws develop,
to see what, if anything, ought to be done in the way of changing the laws, and very
" likely something of that kind is going on now that could be ascertained by making
inquiries there.

An inquiry also Bbout the Federal Trade Commission letter that came to me
on the coal situations Such a letter came, and I have had prepared some mimeographed
reports of its contents and so on, which will be given out to the members of the press
at the close of the conference. It tells of complaints that have been made and the
vork that is being done in the wey of investigation.

lir. President, you didn't tell us anything about lMr. Rea's visite.

Oh, that is so, and I thank you for calling my attention to that. I have

spoken about Lir. Smith. Ilr. Rea came in, as a number of railroad executives have,

~J 0t on any special mission, other than to come in and pay his respects to the office,

. | [ nade & couple of suggestions to hime One was that I thought it would be helpful

to the general good feeling that ought to exist between the tréanSportation interests
ad the public, if we could have the same rate on coal that is exported and coal that

is used for domestic purposes. It is a source of complaint, I don't know how much
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justified it is, by the people living along the northern border of the nation,

in llew York and New England, that cozl goes through their for export toxSawdas
(aneda bearing = less freight rate than cozl that is used for domestic consumption.
I presume there is a sound economic railroad reason for a rate of that kinde. But

I think it is very much overbalanced,by a reason of policy, of havine the people of
the United States feel that they are treated just as well by the transportation
interests as the people that live across the line in Canada. I also suggested that
it would be helpful to the wheat situation if some reduction in the transportation
retes of export wheat could be provided for. Iiow, both of those questions he will
heve investigated and if he finds that it can be of any help in making changes in
that direction, I judge that he would be glad to mske them.

Therefis no additional information about the Governors' Conference. I
shall take up with them, of course, the general question of law enforcement, and
those other questions that I have already laid before your Conference at prior
meetings.

Irs President, in the event newspapermen wouldn't be admitted to the Con-
ference, will your speech be made public?

I think so.

Ur. President, do you plan to take up the changes in coal and wheat rates
with other railroad executives?

Hot directly. Should any one come in, I should be glad to spesk about it,
t I am sure that action by lr. Rea or any of those larger transportation systems
would mean action by all the others.

lire President, are we to understand that you would have a lower rate on
vheat for export, than a domestic rate, and on cozl you would have the same rate
apply?

Yese

I have already svoxen of the request of Governor Silzer.

An inquiry about the visit of President Pearson of the New Haven Re.R. and

*, Rea. I have alrcady spoken about Mre. Rea. That is evidently the reason that I

happened to pass over thet other suggestion, becsuse I had Mr. Rea's name marked
here. lir. Pearson came in in relation to some general matters of the New Haven

foad, as he was in town undertaking to see what could be done with the suthorities.
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{ think also some business with the Director General of Railroads and the Interstate
gomerce Commission relative to a settlement of the accounts between the New Haven
Imihmad and the Govermment. Considerable sums have been advanced by the Government
gor the relief of the Xew Haven, and fhere is an unadjusted balance between the New
maven eand the Govermment, as the result of Govermment operations. So that the lNew
faven OWes the Goverrment quite a large sum of money, and the Government owes the

Jew Faven some money; and it was in relation to that that he was in town. ot ex-~
pecting that he was to do anything sbout it, but just tzking up the matter and telling
me of some of his difficultiese.

I think that covers substantially

D0




October 19, 1923.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lien.

+ Here is a very interesting suggestion that & box has been set aside at
the Princeton~Navy Football Game, on Saturday, October 27th, for me and my party,
and an inquiry as to whether 1 expect to go. I am sorry that I can't goe. I should
like very much to see that game. Not only because I enjoy the sport, but because I
like to encourage activities of that kind on the part of the Navy and on the part
of the Armys I think it is especially good training for the Naval Academy and
for the West Point Academy to have sports of that kind in connection with the
general training that takes place at those institutions.

+ Another inquiry as to whether the Navy's interests are adequately pro-
tected in the lease of the Tezpot Domes I haven't any detailed information about
thate Iy Judgment about it would be based on the confidence that I had in
President Harding and Secretary Fall. I think there is some suggestion pending in
Congress for an investigation. I don't know whether it will be carried out or not,
but that should reveal, if it is carried out - well, it is going on now, I believe.
fess That, of course, will reveal the facts; so that, so far as I know, there is
n0 action that could be taken by the President relative to it.

An inquiry as to whether the plan of the Shipping Board subcormittee for
its operation had my approval prior to its adoption. I am not certain just when
that plan was put into effect. I have had several conferences with Chairman Farley
md vhether, as a result of those conferences, he considered that I gave my approval
to the specific plan, I don't know. I didn't understand that I was approving any
specific planes I don't want it to be understood by that, that I am criticizing the
Shipping Board in any way. I assume it is the very best that could be done at the
mresent time. It is difficult to adopt a temporary plan of operation, and after
careful study, vhen Mr. Farley returns from abroad, whith will be in a little less
than & month, perhaps something of a permanent nature will be laid before me. That
vas the substance of the last conference that I had with hime.

.I. An inguiry also about recommendations that I might make to Congress. I
tan't tell what recommendations I may make to Congress, and as I have indicated
tefore, I should very much prefer to make those to Congress direct, rather tham to

lgke them the subject of various conferences here between the White House press and
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myself.

in inguiry about the visit of Mre. Wakemen this morning. He was only
here a very short time, I think less than five minutes. I understand that he is
interested in the gathering of tariff informatione. That was the substance of what
he was telling me - that he snd some orgenization - what organization does he
represent?

American Commerce.

_Well, I am not certain.

American Protective Tariff Association, Mr. President.

Well, I judge that he was connected with some orgenization that was
interested in a reasonable tariff, and the substance of his comments was that they
were gathering tariff information.

'\" in inquiry also about tax revision legislation by Congress. That again
is @ matter on which I have arrived at no settled opinion. Of course, I shall go
over that with the Treasury Department. I shall go over it with the representatives
of the Senate who have charge of that in the Senate, and the representatives of
that in the House, who have charge of it in the House, to see wvhether, as a result
of what information there is in the Treasury, and the opinion as to what policy
Congress ought to adopt, as 2 result of a conference with the Ways and Means Com-
mittee of the Senate and the Corresponding Committee of the House, it would be well
to adopt and recommend. I suppose it goes without saying that everybody is in
favor of tax revision, if conditions are such that warrant it.

An inquiry about dispatches from llexico City relative to a border con-
ference between the President and General Obregon within the next sixty dayse. That
has been suggested to me, I think by Senator Cameron, that it might be productive
of a great deal of good, if General Obregon could meet me on the border, having in
mind, I think, something of thet kind that was done by President Taft during his
edministration. I haven't any plan about it, and at présent it doesn't seem to
me thet it would be feasible, however much I would Like personally to do it, and
however much I agree with the general suggestione

An inquiry also - several - about the Conference of the Governorse

Mr. President, while we are on the Mexican subject, may I ask you if it
would be more feasible after the exchange of Ambassadors?

Well, it might. It is something, of course, that I should like very

meh to do, but doubt very much whether I could get the time that it would reguire.
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Thank you, sir.

There isn't anything in the situation that I kmow of that would make
any difference whether it were done now or whether it were done after Ambascadors
are appointeds That 1s the question. It might be that a2t that time I should have
a better opportunity.

Several inquiries about the Governors' Conference that I will answer
fogether. It is my plan to say a few words of welcome and describe the purpose of
the meeting of Executives to see wnat can be done for 2 better enforcement of the
lavss You have the three subjects - immigration, the narcotic laws, and the
prohibitory laws. They will be followed by the Attorney General, I don't Xmow just
in vhat order, who will give something of a resume of what has been done by his
Department, and Judge Henning of the Department of Labor will represent the Secre-
tary of Labor, the Secretary or Labor being, at present, on the Pacific Coast. Mr.
lelon will be there, lr. Blair and Mr. Haynes. 1 understand that lir. Haynes will
speak, telling what is being done by the Treasury Department and by himself in the
wey of enforcement, making, all of us, such suggestions as seem pertinent to us as
to vhat cen be done, and especially about the duty that comes to us under the law
fo try to enforce its provisioms.

Mr. President, will your remariks be prepared in advance?

Yes, they are practically ready to be given cut now.

Vhat time do you think they will be given? In time for the afternoon
papers?

I don't know. Vhat time do your papers go to press?

Well, we can get it for the 5.30 up to this time of the day.

Well, I should judge, though, if part of them were to go in the afternoon
pepers and part in the morning papers, it would be better, of course, to get them
all into one edition, or all into the other.

Ir. President, will there bs a record kept of the proceedings of the
tonference - the discussion?

No, this is informal. The gathering will listen to the remarks I have
Indicated above, and after that, I expect the Governors will have appointed some-

tody to represent them and present the views of the state executives. Very likely

several will speak for that purpose.
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I have also here an inguiry about the Conference between Senator Moses
of New Hampshire and myself. I was especially desirous to go over with him, not
in any great detail, but still at some length, the developments that arcse as a
result of the jorney of the Commuittee on Reforestation. It seemed to me that that
qms & matter of a good deal of importance, and I was desirous of kmowing what
progress the Committee were making, and what response they found in their western
trips He tells me that he finds a great deal of public and official interest in
sis very important question. It is realized, not only that we are cutting down
and using up ,{ very large forest resources each year, but also in the matter of
fire."‘lt has been reported to me, and 1 am afraid it is true, that more timber
is burned up each year than is cut down and used. A very serious situation. One
that would be appreciated especially by men connected with newspaper work on account
of the continually increasing price that there is in print paperw- The difficulty of
securing pulp woods Of course, this material also goes into the building end of it
[t goes into almost all of the manufacturing industries, so that it is a matter of
supreme importance that we provide ourselves with sufficient reforestation to

insure the growth and development of enough wood for the use of all the industries

in the future.

I think that covers substantially the regquests of the day.
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October 23, 1923.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper llen

1 I have here an inguiry about the disintegration of Germany, and as to

yhat views our Govermment might have about it and whether it will make more remote

the 1ikelihood of collecting our foreigmn debts. The only Govermment attitude that

we have toward Germany is that expressed in our treaty of peace, and our other

F treaties that we have recently made. I should presume, if there was a general

breaking up in Europe, that it would meke more difficult the collection, or rather

the payment, of our debts. No one could tell exactly about that. Of course, it

is the policy of our country to permit other countries to have such a government

88 they want, and to administer their internal affairs in any way that they may

desires I don't know of any treaty obligation that we have to interfere in

ermeny, or of amy policy that we have outside of a treaty, to interfere there in

any wey at the present time. I don't ¥xmmw mean by that, that we don't desire to

be helpful, but I don't kmow of anything we could do at the present time to be

helpful.

i -l- I have another most interesting inguiry. It has quite a lonz preamble,

bt there is one very significant thing in ity "The United States has never inter-

fered in the internal affairs of other nations, except by precept and example;"and

inquires whether it is the hope of the United States that people will eventually

be at peace everywhere under democratic forms of govermment. I have partly answered
ed at one time

that question in vhat I have already said - thet we demand/the right/to have such a

form of government as we want for our people, and we have to concede that same right

to others. I don't know of any case where the United States has interfered directly

vith any other government, because they had a form of government tco democratic, or

not democratic enough, in accordance with cur views. I think the inquiry is very

well answered when it sets out the sentence that I have just read, which says that

ve have never interfered in the intermal affairs of other nations, except by pre-

cept and example. That, of course, is the notable exception, and I mizht go on with
i 3 . .the monarchy threat, _

@ discussion of this inquiry,/so on and so forth, and you all will see the implica-

tion and the application of it, that our country expects to maintain its present form

0f government. We wouldn't want any country to interfere with our form of gavernment,

and we don't want to take any action that would interfere with the rights of other

tomtries. Vhile the Unitcd Stotes Govermment has no opinion, I have no doubt that
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thoughtful people in our country have hope that govermments, similsr to our ovm,
vill ultimately, and could ultimately, be established. No doubt, they have been
gratified to see republics swpringing up, and there has been an absence of
gratification when anything like a reaction occurred, tending to bring peonle back
under any form of govermment that wasn't aon expression of their own will and their
om wish. Anything like a dictatorship, or any manner of govermment of that kind,
of course, is not a condition that is gratifyine to the American pPeoples

An ingquiry about the release of nolitical priscners. No futther decision
has been made about that.

The Cabinet took up, this morning, very briefly, the matter of the budget.
I am very gratified at the progress that is being made, and took oceasion to express
that gratification to the Cabinet for their cooperation with the Budget Commissioner,
and the desire, present in all Departments, to bring their wants within the means
of the Government and the taxpayers, at the present time, suggesting to them that
if 1 could help adjust any differences or difficulties, in any v ay, 1 would be very
glad to cooperate with them to that end.

An inquiry about the public building progrsm for Washington, and whether
the Secretary of the Treasury has conferred with the Supervising Architect of the

Treasury relative to this. Nothing of thet kind has been done, so far as I have any
mowledge. 1 think I stuted at the last Conference that there sre plans already in
existence, as I understand it, awaiting an appropristion of money, in order that it
ey be carried out.

A statement that J« Be Griffin, member of the Sacramento Board of Hduca-
tion,quotes me as endorsing the principles involved in the American Revolution and
the War of 1812, contained in Muzzey's American Historys "I assume that this state-
ment is accurate" and it goes on to say that "It has been charged that the histor:v
contains pro-British propagenda", and gives me the privilege of making such corment
&s I may deem proper. I haven't any recollection about thate I don't now recall
this history. It may be that I have issued some statement about it, but I think it
s very improbable, and my offhand opinion smiwmimmx would be that, either lir. Griffin

s mistaken, or the report that he has made the statement here alleged, is mistaken.
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An inquiry about the conference 1 had with Najor Knox of Manchester,
New Hampshire, the editor of the lMenchester Union. He came in to talk to me
about cooperative marketing, as he had seen it when he was in Denmark some time
ago. He went over there to make a specicl investigation and study of it at
that time. I only had & moment to see him, but one significant thingz was
developed, and that was that the cooperative marketing they have in Demmark
ﬁﬁﬁ is a development of a plan that was taken over there from the United States.

Also an inguiry about recomrendations for the safeguarding of the
issue of permits for liquor. That hasn't come directly to my attention. I
think there are some sStatements in the morning papers from the Secretary of the
Treasury, or his Depariment, that indicate that the plan is already in opera-
tion.

An inquiry as to vhether any replies have beean received from railroad
executives relative to suggestions looking to rate reductions. No. I hadn't
expected any replies. That matter is before the Interstzte Commerce Commission.
They are, as we would say in the law courts, trying a case about it. One of
the executives was here the other dsy, and I expresscd the hope that they would
find there is an opportunity to make some reductions in that directione
Vhether they can, or not, of course, I am not in a position to say, and I
wouldn't want to make any statement that would zoppear to be trying to influence
the Interstate Commerce Cormission about it. I mentioned it, because my sug-
gestion, I thought, was received in a very friendly way, and indicated a hope
that there might be some relief in that direction.

+ Here is a type of inquiry that sometimes comes to me. Usually there
isn't anything 1 can say about an inquiry of this kind. It reiterates that
there is a rumor circulated that the Secretary of State intends to resign with-
in the next few days. I haven't any information about such a rumor. I am very
certain that it is without any foundation whatever. I suppose there are rumors
afloat at all times and in all places about various resicnations that are to
come in the Cabinet, and below that in the diplomatic service and consular
service. Mlost of those rumors are without foundaztion. Or there are rumors
about appointments to be made. Of course, many different men have to be con-
sidered for appointments, when that questions is before the Departments and
before me. Usually I don't pay very much attention to rumors of that kind

and the present one, I am very certain, is without the slightest foundation.
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An inquiry about a conference with lir. Bonyge and - I can't recall
the name now, but it was the Gbrman member of the liixed Claims Commission. Mir.
Bonyge brought in the German member of that Commission to present him to me.
It was just before I was going into the Cabinet meeting, so I didn't have any
chance to have anything in the way of a conference with them. Mr. Bonyge
stated that they had about 12,000 claims before them, and that important de-
cisions were to be made within a short time on some of the disputed questions,
some of the test cases, which they misht be called. Vhen those decisions are
made it will clear up the situation to such an extent that they expect to go
forward and finish their work within a year.

That covers the questions of the morning.
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October 26, 1923.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lMen.

An inquiry about the Cabinet sessione We took up this mormning the

V matter of reorganization of the Departments. It is a plan of this kind (holding
up the plan) that I presume the press has seen, which was prepared some time 2g0,
telling what the activities of each Department are at the present time, and what
it is proposed to remove from each Department and what it is prfposad to give to
gach Department. Ve went over that in some detail, but didn't finish it, as it
is & matter of considerable time. I wanted to 2o over it in detail with the
Cebinet, because we have never done that. I think President Harding went over

it that way with them, but it wasn't when I was present, and I never had been over

it carefully with them.
Was lMr. Brown at the meeting, lMr. President?
No, he was note.
Is he coming to any future meeting?

” I intend to have him come in before the Cabinet some time. This is
kmovm as the Brown plan. It is the plan that was zreparedxby presented to the
nembers of the Committee that represented Congress. lir. Brown is the member that
specially represented the President. I huve been over it more or less with lr.
Brown, and expect to have him come in and take it up with the Cabinet, before we

. finally determine all the details. But we did go over it hastily, taking up those

. things about which there didn't need to be any discussion, and we will take it
up at a later time, discussing the remaining part of it at that time.

Haven't you said, Mr. President, that you generally give your approval
to this plan?

Yes.

i
I -~

Have you said whether that contemplated the amalgamation of the War and

lavy Department, and that you approve of it?
I am not entirely convinced about that, but, so far as I have made up
] my mind, I should hesitate to approve that. I think that is so large a project,
| that if it is ever put into operation, it would better go through as a separate
proposition, rather than to link it up with the general proposal of reorganization.

i b =l
| There was a time, when the Govermment was first formed, th=t both the War Department

. and Navy Department were under a Secretary of War, there not being much Navy at that
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time, and later there was a Secretary of War and Secretary of/Navy, and this has been
the case, 1 think, for about 125 years, the change coming I believe in 1796 or
1798. That has been the established method of procedure for so long, that there is
probably a rather deep-seated conviction in the minds of the people, and in those
that have to do with the two Departments. While there is a great deal of logical
reason to say that the matter of public defense should be under ohe Department, yet
our Govermment is not always exactly logical in its procedure. It grows up and hss
a historical, as well as a logical background. It is institutional and oftentimes
ve get better results by observing that and working accordingly.

Was the matter of an assistant to the President taken up?

That is not included. I have several very valuable assistants that I

\ keep here in the office all of the time, and they are efficient.

Will
Rid you say whether the matter of the proposition of the British in regard

to the settlement of reparations was taken up?

Nos I think it was spoken of informally by Secretary Hughes - relating

substantially what was in the morning papers. There was no discussion of it.
He simply told us of the various developments that have arisen.

T May 1 ask, lir. President, how many Executive Departments, there would be
under the plan, as it now stands?

I think there are 10 members of the Cabinet, aren't there? Well, the plan
as it stands contemplates the consolidation of the War and Ravy Departments, and then
the addition of a Department of Education and Welfare, so it would leave it the same.
If the War and Navy were not to be consolidated, them it would be providing for an
addition. Of course, my mind is not made up, and the mind of the Cabinet is not
made up about the consolidation, but I should think it would be very improbable

that we should want to ask Congress to consider that as a part of this particular

plan.

3 An inquiry about appointments of an Ambassador 2t London and at Rome.

There isn't anything that is finished in that. So that I can't make any statement
about it at the present time.

Did you kmow that the afternoon papers announce that lMr. Kellogg has
evidently been selected?

His name has been under g consideration, but there has been mo final
determination, so that the matter is not in a condition where any final announce-

ment can be made.,
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An inquiry about the Colorado River Pact ratification, and the Diamond
(reek project. I haven't much of any direct knowledge about that. It came to my
attention during the past year that Secretary Hoover was in the Colorado region
mdertaking to work out and secure the ratification of an agreement between the
several states, which would provide for the development of the Colorado River and
also for the protection of the Imperial Valley against flood and inundations. I
think all of the states ratified that except Arizona. I have had conflicting re-
ports about it, some telling me that the people of Arizona are willing to ratify
it, but that the present Govermment of Arizona has not been willing to do it.

There has been a2 general expression, I think,that has come to me, that Arizona
vill probably ratify, and in that case we can proceed with this development.

An inquiry about a conference with W. A. Harriman. That was, for the
most part, personal. I mean by having happened to meet him. He came in as many men
do, who are in Washington, to pay their respects. The only matter that we touched
upon, and that very briefly, was the matter of shipping, I inquiring of him how
the 1lines thst he is interested in are getting on, and he inquiring of me about
the Us S+ shipping, each of us hoping that the other would be successful, and ask-
ing information of each other, I not being able to give him much information about
how to succeed, nor was he able to give me very much information.

Mr. President, how about the report that he desires to purchase some ships
for his line?%

He didn't indicate anything of that kind to me.

4¢ As to whether I intend to call men in various industries for conference.
§o, not generally speaking. It would be hardly necessary for me to make any gen-
eral effort in that direction, for the reason that men of that kind come to Wash-
ington frequently and come into my office, and in that way I am able to get a very
general idea of what they are thinking of, and what they think the needs of the
country are, and what can be done. I almost always inguire what is it that the
Government can do that would make your enterprise any more successful, and often-
times in that way I get what I think are very valusble suggestions, Sometimes
there are things thnt they went the Govermment to refrain from doing.

lirs President, can you tell us anvything more about lr. Kellogg?

I can't tell you whether or not lir. Kellogg has been selected.
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An ingquiry also about George E. Mars% President, Armour Grain Company.
The Secretary of Agriculture was conferring yesterday with some of the grain men =
[don't recall their names. I think there were three or four of them. And he
tronght them up here. We didn't have any particular discussion about grain matters.
| understood, though, that they were conferring with the Secretary of Agriculture,
or, perhaps, I should say, he with them, as to whether it would be possible for the
government, from such knowledge as they might have, technical or otherwise, to
assist in the marketing of grain abroad. Now, I have several times indicated, and
an very glad to reiterate at any time, that I should favor the Government assisting,
in any financial way that it can, on a business basis, of marketing grain abroad.
The suggestion has been made that there may be a necessity to purchase some grain
to be marketed in Germany. It is possible that something of that kind can be done.
Idon't want to commit myself or the Government to any unsound business enterprise
of that kind, but, on the other hand, I don't want to be understood by that as say-
ing that I do not favor a charitable effort of that kind, should developments make
that necessary. You will recall that Congress made a direct appropriation of
$20,000,000, the year before last, or last year, to buy corn to send to Russia. It
may be that it will develop that it is desirable to buy some wheat, as a matter of
charity, to send to Germany during the coming winter. We all hope that nothing of
that k¥ind will occur, and that they will be able to take care of themselves. But,
should the occasion arise, we would, of course, undertake the proposition, I am sure.
Should that happen, I would be glad to see the Govermment cooperate.

An inquiry as to whether this proposal could be carried out by the War
Finance Corporation under its powers at the present time. I think it has powers at
the present time to engage in financing a legitimate and sound business enterprise
for the export of graine. Of course, it hasn't any powers to engacge in anything like
tharity, and I shouldn't want to have it engaged in any unsound business enterprise.

An inquiry as to the probable reaction to the course of events precipitated
by the President's recent statement to the press, with respect to America's willing-
ess to assist Europe in her difficulties. I don't kxnow as my judgment about that
Wuld be worth any more than that of yourselves. So far as I have observed, there
has been a favorable reaction. \

The British referred in their note to the suggestion of the President, Mr.

President.
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I think that, perhaps, is evidence that my statement, that the reaction

vas favorable, is correct.

"]" An inquiry as to what will be the next step toward the disentangling
of Burope's affairse That depends, of course, upon what results from the action
now being taken. If the proposal is accepted, I should say the next step would be
the securing of the representatives of the different Governments, and their mecting
in conference. Whether the American experts will be nominated by the Administra-
tion, or vhether the choice will rest with the Reparations Commission as its own
initiative, depends, of course, upon what answer may be made by the various Govern-
ments that are concerned.

_* Whether France will accept a scaling down of reparations. Of course,
that is 2 matter that has not been considered. That will be for France to determine
herself. As I understand the propossl, it is to secure information in an advisory
capacity. The reparations commission would use this conference in order to secure
the opinion of experts, and then to advise their governments as to what could be
done.
~[~ Another inquiry about some charges that have been made. I wont give the
name of the persone. About sll I could say about that would be this« That it
isn't for the President to go out into the public, or before the public through the
press, and assume that, because someone has been charged with a crime, the crime
has therefore been committed, or that the person is guilty. To take that course
would mean, perhaps, that he might be deprived of a fair and impartial trial. Nor
is it for the President to presume that when charges are made that the person is
Innocent. He ought to pursue the ordinary and business-like course, which seems to
me that the position of an executive warrants - of seeing that those charges are
investigated by the proper authorities. If it were in llassachusetts, the matter
vould be brought to the attention of the District Attorney of the Jjurisdiction in
vhich the crime was committed, in order that he micht lsy those charges before a
(rand Jury, or in order that he might make his complainte The process here, and
in gl1 other Jjurisdictions, is similar, and I think you may teke it for cranted
it will be the case here. I don't mean by that, from desultory reading newspapers
n my part, that that course will be pursued. Of course, I can't run out and in-
form the public about that always, because oftentimes that would be to defeat the

Very end of the investigation. If public notice were given that wrong doings were

' be investigated, the power of securing the proper evidence might be lost.’ Grand
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Jurles are especially provided, in order that investigations may be carried on
secretly, not to disclose the evidence, and, therefore, render void and useless
the efforts made, and, on the other hand, are spread on the public records, if
the implications that were made against a person, on investigation by Grand Jury,
do not seem to be warranted.

An inquiry about some pneumatic tubes. I haven't any direction informa-
tion about that, other than a general knowledge that they are being investigated.
They are under consideration. There have been requests for the installation of
peumatic tube service in several cities. I think some have already been resumed
in the City of New York and others. It is under consideration, and I don't think
that, at the present time, any final determin=tion has been reached.

An inquiry also about a revision of the Statutes. I think there was a
bill before the House last year and that came up to the Senate, that WA# is along
the line of revising the Statutes. It tokes up a2 great deal of time to meke a
revision like that, and necessitates a great deal of consideration and assistance
of experts. I understsnd that the Senate didn't have the opportunity to give the
bill consideration, and, therefore, it didn't reach final enactment. From what
I know, 1 should think it was very desirable that those Statutes that haven't been
revised, I think it has been a matter of quite a good many years, some forty,
ought to be revised and brought up-te-date for the use of the administration of
Justice, the convenience of the Govermment, and of the people, in order that they
may easily see and comprehend what the laws are, what the requirements are, and

vhat can be done to secure their execution.
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October 30, 1923.

Remarks by the President to Newspaper lMen

An inquiry about the pneumatic tubes in Boston and Philadelphia.
lly understanding about that is, that this service was put in some years ago,
and was discontinued sometime between 1913 and 1921 in Boston, Fhiladelphia
and New Yorke. The tubes in New York have been reopened in part, or in whole,
but those in Boston and Philadelphia haven't been reopened. The Postmaster
General has made recommendations looking to the reopening of part of the tubes
in Boston, and I think all of the tubes im Philadelphia, and it is a question
of whether an appropriation ought to be made for that purpose. That question
is now before the Director of the Budget. It is under consideration and no
final determination has yet been made upon it.

I have another inquiry of the same nature. About 21l 1 can say is
that the matter is not before me. Should the Postmaster General and the
Director of the Budget not be able to z2gree as to wh=t shonld be done, very
likely they would take it up with me to see what my opinion would be.

An inquiry about my understanding of the function of the conference
of expert financiers - whether the report of the conference will be made to
the Reparations Commission, or will the report of their findings be made to
the respective Govermments concerned. 1 have here several inguiries zbout
reparations. I wouldn't be able to answer that question in advance, or give
any suggestion or opinion about it that would be worth while. As I understand
the situation, it is this. A proposal has been made for experts to undertake
to assess what they think Germany can pay. That plan has been accepted,
apparently, in principle, by the interested Governments. I understand that
Poncaire has indicated that it was acceptable to him, in a communication.

Now the question comes of working out the details. That is under considera-
tion by the interested parties, and no decision about that has been made,

as to the scope, or just how the thing could be done, cither as to how the
appointments are to be made, or what is to be considered in detail, after the
appointments have been made. Nor has it been determined where the Commicssion
would meet, or anything of that kind. But there is, apparently, 2 hopeful
avenue before us,that plans have been accepted in principle, and that the

details are being sympathetically worked out.
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An inquiry as to whether it would be necessary to amend the
Volstead Act to permit British.ships to carry liquor under seal to American
ports, provided the British Govermment granted the extension of the three
mile limit to twelve miles. I am not certain sbout that. It is my impres-
sion that it might be arranged by means of a treaty, and if there is to be a
treaty, 1 think, then, there wouldn't be any necessity for an amendrent of
the law.

{- An inquiry here sbout the conditions laid down by Poncaire that
there be no reduction in the German debt. That, I think, would be answered
by a careful reading of the note of the Secretary of State. There wasn't
any suggestion in that, of course, of any reduction of anybody's debt.

It is a simple and plain suggestion that a committee of experts be appointed
to try to assess the amount that Germany is able to pay. The rights of
France are fixed by her treaty. There can't be any reduction except by the
consent of France.
An inquiry as to any action relative to the Alaskan fisheries,

as the result of delegate Sutherland's visit yesterday. Mr. Sutherland came
in with the District Attorney, I think, of Alaska, to talk with me about
their fisheries project. I told him that it wasn't before me at the present
time - that the action he wanted taken was in the hands of the Secretary of
Commerce - and I asked him and the District Attorney - it might be the
Attorney General of the District - to take the matter up with the Secretary
of Commerce. There was some guestion raised as to whether the action that
had been taken in making reservations there for fisheries were authorized by
the law. I told him, if he had any brief on it, to file it with the
Department of Commerce, and they would consider it there with their Solicitor.
Also that if it came up to me that I should be very glad to take the opinion of
the Attorney General on ite

f* An inquiry about the dedication exercises of the George Washington
liemorial in Alexandria. It is my =pxex expectation to go to those exercises.
They are held in memory of the First President of the United States, and that
is one of the reasons that I want to attende I don't happen to be a member
of the lMasonic bodies, so that I do not expect to take any part in the exer-

cises. I shall attend, as I might attend church, and let those who are

charged, by reason of their afifiliation with the Masonic bodies, with the duty
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of conducting the exercises, conduct theme But I wanted to show my interest
in the occasion,and my reverence for the first President, by attending.
Another inquiry about the chrysanthemum show at the Department of
Agirculture greenhousese. That, I understand, is a very fine exhibition of
chrysanthemums. I very much hope that I may be able to get dowvn there.

//k’”‘ An inquiry as to whether the Cabinet this morning took up the

question of reorganization of the Government Departments. Yes, and the Cabinet

f practically finished its preliminary discussion of ite 1 think they under-

f stand now whot questions there are that we ought to consult about with the
Chairman of the Joint Committee, and perhaps with some members of the Committee
relative to the proposed plan. It might have been more logical had the Chair-

\ man of the Committee on Reorganization come in and explained his plan, but

| this was a plan that the Cabinet had seen before and talked over some,

. though not in all its details, so I thought perhaps if we went over it to-
gether, step by step in detail, and if there was some step we wanted to raise
some question about, we could c¢all in the Chairman of the Committee and have

| him explain it.

\ Mre. President will it be ready to submit at the coming session of

Congresse.

I think it will,undoubtedlye.

! Is there a Department of Public Works provided for in the plan?

| I can't tell you nowe I haven't the plan here before me. They are
in on the other tables There is a major purpose, as they call it, that rums

; throughout the plan, of trying to bring together all related subjects. That
was the reason of the thought of putting together all the defenses of the

, nation, and it is contemplated, in this plan, thatall public works be brought

\ wnder one Jurisdiction.

An inquiry about the Ambassador to Great Britain. I am not certain
whether the State Department has yet received anyanswer to the inquiry that
is always made in those cases. When that answer is received, why then it will
be in order to make an official anmouncement.

An inquiry about Senator Borah's visit this morming. I only h=d

a chance to see him a moment. He has been very much interested in those

perscns who are now in confinement on account of convictions that were made

under the Espionage Act and the other similar statutes; and 1 wanted to talk
ey




4

with him a moment, but he came in so late 1 didn't have a chance. I was just
going into Cabinet mecting.

An inquiry as to whether I have any statement or any comment on the
statement of Senator licCormack. No, I haven't any comment 2bout that.

_¥ Another inquiry as to whether the reservations of France, to the
American plan, are of such a nature as to discourage hope of beneficént results.
1 don't think so. I don't think so at alle In fact, that is a matter of the
working out of details, and, so far as I kmow, there hasn't been any official
communication to us of any reservations.

Whether this seems to indicate a FgFifidf rejection in advance, of
any recommendations that might look to a reduction of reparations due France.
I think I have already explained that there isn't, technieally, any suggestion
made of that kind, or that there is to be any reduction of reparations that
are due.

+- Will consent to a mere inguiry into German resources and fixing the
amount due, or the amount that Germany can pay, constitute an important for-
ward step? 1 have already indicated that I should answer that question in

the affirmative.

I see 1 have exhausted the inquiries this morninge.



November 2, 1923.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lMen

I have here elm inquiry about lre. Mondell and lir. M:?rer. They have
returned from a somewhat extensive trip through the West, which they reported to
me informally. They are making out a carefully prepared written report, which
will be released, I think, for publication, by lionday. That will be so much
better than anything 1 could give you offhand, that I think you better wait and
get that. They were encouraged by their trip, and think it will be fruitful of
resultse.

Another inquiry about the terms laid dowm by Poncaire. I haven't seen
the official notes on that. In fact, I am not certain that any official notes
have been received. There have been some press reports of speeches that have
been made by Poncaire, but all the notes that have been received indicated 2

hopeful acceptance of our proposal. Now, the proposal is set out carefully 111{,.-4—,;:

e \.J‘_"‘

.our note. is I went through these questions today, I found thet“fiany of them

| would be answerea by a careful perus;f_};__x;{;,.méﬁ‘w‘te.}nuéh betéer than I could

| euswer thems We made the "sﬁg,ﬁeétion for an inquiry into the capacity of Germany
., te pay'”répazlations. That is broad and inclusive and not limited in any way.

To those to whom we made the suggestion, it is open to acceptance or rejection,
or if they see fit to present any limitations that they might think were proper,
that would bring it back, of course, to the question of whether, under those
circumstances, we should want to participate. The negotiations have not
progressed far enough about that, so that we can be certain. The only thing we
need to keep in mind about it, is that, if the investigation can be made on the
terms that we suggested, we think it would be hopeful of results. Now, if it is
to be limited very definitely and conclusively, that, in our opinion, would
diminish the hope of securing any very beneficial results. It might 1limit it so
far that it would seem to be useless to proceed. It might make it desirable to
proceed, but to proceed only with the clear understanding that, probadbly, it
wuld be futile.

t No steps have been taken towards the appointment of an American member,

and anyone that is designated, doesn't go, insofar as I have in mind any plan

now, representing the American Govermment. That,too, is carefully stated in the

note« He goes as an American, to assist - not at all to represent our Govermment.
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| Jor do I ¥mow whether our Government would take any steps towards making an appoint=-
¢ nente It is suggested that Americans could undoubtedly be secured who would
': participate in such an investigatione Now, they might be chosen by the Reparations
(omission, or chosen in any other fashion. But it was carefully stated that they
| are not to represent the American Government.
| 1 have already mentioned the wheat situation. I know that former Governor
| lowden met Ilre. liondell, and Nr. Meyer, at Chicago. I know that he has a Committee and
' he has indicated his desire to be as helpful as possible in the wheat situation, or
| other agricultural matter. He is active in his work of encouraging agriculture,
It is my impression that he is President of the Association.
| le was here at the Internmational Agricultural Conference and spoke, I think, at
jjracuse, at the continuation of the Conference up there. He has a Committee and is
h¢lping in every way possible.

An inguiry about the yneumatic mail tube service at Philadelphia and Bostons.
There are no new developments there. I don't imow whether the Budget Commissioner
has made a final decision or not. It is my impression he hasn't and inquiries are
being made on the ground to see what appears to be desirable,
'l" I have here a quotation from a decision of the Supreme Court that is rela-
tive to ships bringing intoxicating liquor into port, and the inquiry is relative to
aprospective treaty with Great Britain. Now, no definite information has been re-
ceived about that. It is expected that Ambassador Harvey is to bring some prorosal,
or some answer to our proposal, when he returns. It has been so stated in the press.
Just what the nature of the proposal might be, we don't lmowe. There has been talk
about a twelve mile limit, and t=lk about an hour's Journey. Which one of those,
or & combination of them, will be suggested, is not certain. The question here is
raised as to whether this treaty would be in conflict with the Constitution or the
present Volstead law. Well, that, of course, depends entirely upon the terms of the
treatye I think I stated the general principle at a prior conference, which is that
e Constitution and the treaties made thereunder shall be the supreme law of the land.
hat works out practically in this way, as I understand it; Congress, of course, has
the right to make laws, which, when made in accordance with that Constitution, are the
supreme law of the land. Our Congress has passed the prohibitory law, and that, at
the present time, is supreme. But it has also the power, on the part of the treaty

mking power, to make a treaty. Now, if the treaty is made subsequent to the passage

of the law, the treaty should, insofar as there was any conflict between the two,

,
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swersede the law. Then it would be open to the Congress, as I understand it, at
gy later or subsequent time, to reenact a law, or to make one that was different
from the terms of the treaty, and then the newly made Congressional law would be the
law of the land, That is, you have a sort of concurrent power between the treaty-
meking authorities and the law-making authorities, and the one that has acted last
is the one that is binding.

Mr. President, some of the editorial writers seem to think that the pro-
posed treaty would contravene the Constitution - not the Volstead law, but the
Constitution itself. Do you believe it within the power of the Government to malke
8 treaty that would contravene the Constitution itself?

Of course not. The only power the Government has to make a2 treaty comes
from the Constitation, and there wouldn't be any question sbout it, for any treaty
that might be made made,that was contrary to the provisions of the Constitution,
would be absolutely void. Like the treaty made for the purpose of reviving the slave
trade — anything of that kind, I take it, would be void. I presume that what this
treaty would contemplate, would be the abolition of the penalty, the same as is now
in effect in Panama. Congress reserved the privilege to ships to transport liquor
through the Panama Canal, and I suppose the treaty making power to have the same
authority to have liquor transported inside the present limits of our territorial
waters without any penalty. That wouldn't change the Constitution in any way.

I hive another question about the reparations question, which, perhaps,

I have already covered. Are the financial experts empowered to inquire into
GermanY's present capacity, but without authority to recommend any change in the
amount of g 132,000,000,000 gold marks® Of course, it goes without saying, from a
reading of the note, that it isn't proposed to make any change in the treaties that
Germany =md France, and the other powers have made with each other, nor is it pro-
rosed that the findings of this Commission are to be binding on any one. It is

simply en inguiry into the capacity of Germany to pay; not a proposal to make any

recomrendation whether the reparations shall be diminished or increased. It couldn't

be done without the concurrence of the French Government.
' -\—‘ An inquiry about conditions in Germany, as revealed by reports, and whether
any outline can be given of any plan for American relief. Reports are constantly

coming in, of unofficial character, which present the lack of food in Germany, lack

of ability to secure such food as there may be, and indicating very strongly that
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it is going to be necessary, within a short time, for some one tohelp in the way
of rations., ¥hetherskekix Where the help should come from, I am not in a posi-
tion to say at the present time. It is possible that, if France is occupying a
part of the territory, that they would take care of that territory, and
charitably minded individuals or Governments would try to assist in rationing
those that were in need in other parts of what was formerly the German Bmpire.

An inguiry about the proposed reduction of grain rates and the egualiza-
tion of coal rates, in relation to the voluntary reductions that the railroads
were consideringe. I suggested, at one time, and it was merely a suggestion, that
some of the railroad executives should consider whether they, on investigation,
could adopt any voluntary plan of this kinde I didn't expect any reply to come
to me, because I didn't make any inquiry. I have understood indirectly that
it hasn't been found to be feasible. The matter is before the Interstate Com-
merce Commission. Iy only thought was that if a remedy could be found by
voluntary action, it would be more expeditious than to do that which might result
from & long hearing. Nor am 1 trying to indicate that a change ought to be made.
That is a matter for the Interstate Commerce Commission to determine.

Another question as to a tax problem for the next Congress. I haven't
fornulated any tax problem at the present time. That is about all I can say
sbout any inguiry about a plan that I am likely to lay before the Congress.

-+ Here is another inquiry about the proposed reparations inquiry.
Whether the American experts will represent the United States Government. They
would not represent the Government, as 1 have already indicated.

Another inquiry about the™new'methods of payment". The French Foreign
Office says the committee of experts may consider "new methods of payment."

Under that heading, would you determine that Germany's future capacity to pay
should be assessed? I don't know that I could answer that either "yes" or "no".
I think, again, it will be best answered by = careful reading of the note. The
proposal, as I understood it, wasinclusive and broad, and took in Germany's
capacity to pay. I don't mean the capacity to pay this minute, or tomorrow,

or the next dayy the capacity to pay until reparations were paid that it could
paye The limit of its ability, I think is the phrase that has generally been

used about reparations.
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Also an inguiry as to whether the Senate reservation to the Four-Power
freaty makes that treaty méaningless. I don't think it does.e If it had, I am
sure that neither the Senate, nor President Harding, or the Secretary of State,
would have bothered themselves to pass it, or, if it had been passed, to pro-
milgate it and submit it to foreign governménts for their approval, which was
dones Another inguiry about the sale of Amsrican wheat in Germany. HNothing has
been done about that.

A statement that the Goodyear people at Akron have bought out the
Zeprelin interests, and the exclusive right to become sole makers of Zeppelins,
and the suggestion that there be comment on the importance of this deal to the
country, from the standpoint of commercizl aviation in America, 2nd as to benefits
both in peace and war. Are there any teeaty obstacles to be overcome? I don't
mow of any treaty obstacles. None occur to me. 1 wouldn't want to give that as a
professional opinion without examining some of the authorities, dbut I should imagine
that it is perfectly lawful,and permitted under our treaties, for private interests
to buy an enterprise of that kind. I think you can readily see, as well as I can,
about the importance that it would be to the commercial aviation in Americae. Our
Navy is especially interested in thate. You will recall it was only a few days ago
that smx their airship sailed by here, and our Government is undertaking to advance
that interest, both through the Navy and through the Post Office Department.

Another inquiry as to whether Secretary Mellon may be designated to
represent the nation in the economic conference abroad. I wouldn't want to indicate
for a certainty, but I should judge it would be difficult for him to leave his
post as an official here, for our Govermment is not bo be represented. It would be
very difficult to divorce the Secrctaryship of the Treasury, which lir. liellon holds,
from his personality, so that we could carry out that plan.

An inquiry about the resumption of diplomatic relations with Turkey. My
understanding is that a treaty has been negotiated, and which has not been ratified,
gither by Turkey or the United States, and that further negotiations are in progress
relative to a plan for settlement of American claims. One of the things that we
are trying to get is proper protection for American citizens that have claims there,
and about the only influence that we have to exert is the question of whether we

are going to recognize Turkey.
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Also an inquiry about the lMonroe Doctrine. Whether it would be repugnant
to the country if monarchies were created in the western hemisphere. I don't know
gs I could discuss that in a way as to shed any new licht. The generil presceription
om all of these questions is to read the original document, whether it be 2 note or
the lionroe Doctrine. Of course, it is well known that there was a statement by
President llonroe that he didn't want any European or foreign establishments set up
that might be inimical to American institutions. That is capable of a great many
iifferent interpretations, cn which you are at liberty to use your ingenuity.
Wether I am favorable to a grouping of all social service activities under the pro-
posed Department of Welfare, and whether I believe that the periodie distmrbances
in the Veterans Bureau would react unfaverably, in a political sense, on a Departmente.
0f course, a disturbance, in any Department, reacts unfavorsbly on the whole Depart-
ment, but I think that one of the prime reasons for sursgesting that the Vetersns
Bureau be put intc some Department was in order that it might have a responsible
labinet head. JLf/i{f The Veterans Bureau, which expends, at present, almost one-
sixth of our money expended by the United States Government, is a Department under
the President, without = responsible Cabinet head. It is very difficult for the
President to function as a Cabinet head. It is practically impossible, and I suppose,
that is, as 1 szy, one of the main reasons why it is sugrested that the Veterans
Bureau would be very much better off under a Cabinet head, and, if that were domne,
I shouldn't think that there would be periodic disturbances in its administration.
It is a new Bureau, brought together from different Departments, experimentsl and
difficult of operatione

There was one matter that I was going to bring to the attention of the
Conference. 1 will read you from my statement of October 26th, which I thought might
have been misunderstood. This is a question that someone asked. "Have you said
whethert;l:i contemplated the amalgamation of the War and Navy Department, and that
you approve of it?" My answer was: "I am not entirely convinced about that, but,
8o far as I have made up my mind, I should hesitate to approve that. 1 think that is
80 large a project, that if it is ever put into operation, it would better go through
a8 a separate proposition, rather than to link it up with the general proposal of
reorganization." I thought that perhaps I had been misunderstood. I am not at all
sure that it would be wise to consolidate those Departments, and thought I had made

that plain. 1 am advising you that it wouldn't be wise to make that consolidation,
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pecause of the opposition that I lmow it would meet.

‘ Nr. President, in connection with the Veterans Bureau matter, can you

tell us about Ir. Reed's visit?

T No. He didn't have anything to say about the Veterans Bureau. He came

in on another matter entirely.
Can you tell us about the Cabinet meeting?

Not anything more than I have indicated in the suggestions I have made

sbout the reparations.

gii s




November 6, 1923,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

Here is a reminder that on the 15th of November occurs the 118th An-

niversary of the Lewis and Clark expedition, after the Loulsiana Purchase, to the
| muth of the Columbia River, and the suggestion of inquiry as to my view of the
importance of that expedition, the general development of that section, and whether
it is still a field open to exploration. I supprose that question almost answers
itself. Of course, I am comscious that all of you know of the great importance

of that expedition, and of the enormous results that occurred to the United States
88 2 result of the expedition. It played a great part in making the Northwest
region territory of the United States. At one time it came under discussion in an
important national campaign. It is already developed to a very remarkable degree,
but there is still an opportunity for a very great development. In that, the
Govermment of the United States is playing a great part, both by encouragement

and by the appropriation of large sums of moneye.

Mre President, while we are on the subject, will you permit us to ask
whether anything in the nature of the Commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of
the Monroe Doctr:{ne is in your mind?

I haven't, at the present time, any plan for a formal recognition of
thate No doubt it will be a matter upon which I may have occasion to comment when
the time arrives.

Another inquiry about conferences with different railroad groups, and as
to vhether there ought to be any changes in the Transportation Act of 1920. I
haven't made any final decision about that. I am to have a conference this after-
noon, I think, with Senator Cummins. He had a very important part in the drafting
and passage of the Act of 1920, and from his experience, both before he came to
Congress and his experience here on the Committee, of which he now holds the
Chairmanship, I presume he is one of the best informed men about transportation
that there is in the Senate. I expect to be able to get from him a great deal of
helpful information and valuable suggestionse.

An inguiry about_a recommendation of the Tariff Commission investigating
the cost of citrus fruitse It is my understanding that that inquiry is going on

by the Tariff Commission.
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And an inquiry as tc whether I am going to confer with the ghipping Board
to find out what recommendations they want for legislation. I haven't any present
plan for conferring with the full Board. I have had a conference with the Chairman
just before he went away, and he told me he was going to take occasion, if the
opportunity presented itself to him, while he was abroad, to formilate some plans
thiat he wanted to submit to me on his return.

+ Whether the position of the United States is changed in regard to enter-
ing into European embroilments. I don't mow of any change in that respect. Our
position has been carefully and definitely stated a great many times, both in

speech and in writing, and it has been stated, also, by our actions. 1 think you
mow of the events that led up to the present situation - the suggestion that was
mde here as a result of some inguiry that we still had a desire to be helpful in
furope whenever the oprortunity offered itself, and the note that came from the
British Govermment, and the reply that wes macie to that note, which is known as the
fughes note. Now, I think almost every possible inguiry that you can devise will
be answered by a reading of the note. 1 think you will find the answer to the
inquiry there. It states the position of our Govermment definitely and fully, and
‘that it is the desire to be helpfuls We haven't any other motive. We have no
direct interest to serve, no expectation of reaping any reward. We are undertaking
fo discharge our obligations -~ of lending our counsel, if we can, in order to

settle 2 long standing difficulty. Now, there isn't any occasion for being dis-
turbed or discouraged, because we aren't able to step in and settle, in twenty-

four hours, a difficulty that has engaged the attention of Europe for hundreds of
yeers. We have got to be patient about it, and try to do the best we can. We
observed that the French have taken possession of the Ruhr, and as = result of that
there was that passive resistance on the part of the Germans. That finally came

to an end, and it seemed to us that that might furnish an opportune moment for a
suggestion that we lend our counsel, and that we would be helpful, if our help was
wmnted. We aren’'t trying to do anything more than discharge what we think is our
dutye We hope that we can be helpful. But that depends on the state of mind that
exists over there. If it is one that wants to be helped, then I think we would be
warranted in looking at it very hopefully. If it turns out that the state of

mind is not one that wants help, why, then there is nothing that we can do. But

of course, our people here, we hope people generally throughout civilization, will

uwderstand that we tried to do our part. That answers, I think, quite 2 good many

questions. 00097



Je

I had a visit, this morning, from Ambassador Jusserand, who explsined

to me the position of the French people and the French Govermment, as has been
reported in the press. I undertoock to explain to him what I understood our posi-
tion was.

An inquiry about Senator Cummins. I think I have already answered that.,

in inquiry about the Veterans Bureau investigztion. Now, it is difficult,
of course, for me to comment on the details of an investigation that is being
made by a committee of Comgress. Perhaps it would be almost enough to say that the
longress had provided for this investigation, authorized it, znd directed it to be
mde by that Committec. It is not to be made by me. The Committee will make their
investigation, and after they have heard all the evidence, they will make a report.
Vhon that report comes in, I suppose it may call for some actione Sometimes reports
do. From the evidence that appears to be coming out, I suppose this report will
call for action. But when it is finally made, then such action as the Committee
determines, and such facts as they develop, will be taken under consideration, and
appropriate action will be taken.

“‘ Whether the Govermment is making any arrangements to extend relief to
Germany before Congrecs convenes. No, I don't knmow of any authority that there is
in the Governmment to do anything of that kind. Of course, in the case of the great
calamity that has occurred in Japan, why, we had to anticipate somewhat what every
one kmew would be the desire of the Congress, snd give assistance through the
Var Department and Navy Department, @and the Shipping Board, and so on. But I don't
think there is any such emergency existing in Germany ~ though I understand that
conditions over there are very serious, and it is my present belief that they will
need relief before the next crop comes ine. They will very likely need relief during
the winters You might make it stronger than that, but it is generally understood
they will need relief during the winter.

Chairman Browvm will come before the Cabinet next Friday, 1 expect. 1
understand that this is election day in some of the municipalities in Ohio, so that
he is there today in the discharge of the duty of good citizenship, and casting his
vote. The matter was not discussed to any extent. It was referred to in today's
Cabinet meeting and the statement made, similar to that which I have made here.
ifter that, of course, I shall talkte up the matter with the Committee. Senator Smoot

is Chairman of the Committee, and there are some other memberse.
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An inquiry about a discussion with Representative Curry of California
@mﬂ:the proposed establishment of a naval base, either at Alameda or liare
Iﬂjﬂd Navy Yarde I understood that there was now a naval base at the Mare
jelend Navy Yarde Am I right about that? Yesl think he sugzested to me that
tnere had been a proposal to establish one also at Alameda. I told him that
the proposal had not come to my attention, and, so far as I kmew there was a good
naval base at lMare Island. I thought that, for the present, it would be sufficient.
gat I heven't any information on which I am warranted on passing a final conclusion
about that;t‘We want to be reasonably and adequately protected with naval bases on
the Pacific Coast, of course. But this is not a2 time when we want to go into
extravagance about it. We are trying to encourage, throughout the world, the
reliance upon reason,as well as the reliance upon forcee We have just had a con-
ference on the limitation of naval armaments, very broadly, with a view to removing
the necessity for the great burden of expense that competétive armaments entail upon
people. So that, if we can avoid the necessity of building another navy yard or
naval base, of course, that is what we want to do.

-

I think that exhausts the questions this morning.



November 9, 1923.

Remarks by the President to the Néwspaper Men

One of the news services wants to know if I have received any communica-

tion from the French Embassy today. 1 haven't received any commmication from
theme So that answers the first ome, "whether it will be possible to divulge the
nature of the communication."

"The French Ambassador is seeing Secretary Hughes this aftermoon. Are
you aware yet as to the nature of their commmnication® No. I think he is to
see him at 4:00 o'clock.

An inguiry as to vhether I have any comment on the lfarine Congress recom-
rendations that the Shipping Board be abolished, and the fleet turned over to the
Department of Commerce. I don't lmow the reasons that micht have been given for
that at the present time. We seem to need all the talent that we can get for
the operation of the fleet. Should it become finally and fully organized, and
running smoothly, it mi~ht then be possible to turn it over to )f){é some one of the
Departments, and not operate it as a separate and independent bureszu. I don't
see, just at the present time, that we could get any benefit from turning it over
to the Department of Commerce, though it is, of course, an arm of that Department,
and that was one of the reasons why I thought of calling in the Secretary of Com-
merce, as Iwell as the Secretery of the Treasury, to advise me about the plan that
the Shipping Board had.
| + 1 have here a hypothetical question about the debts that are due to us

from abroad. There is no change in the situation, and really no comment that I
can make about it. Congress, as you lkmow, has passed the law and established a
Commission, and laid dovm the terms on which it is suthorized to settle. There is
no development along that line at the present time, of which I am aware.
+ A statement that Lieutenant Heffermon of the Navy suggests that if a
stedium is to be built in Washington it should be a double deck affair, capable of
seating 30,000 people, and wanting to kmow if I would express an opinion on that.
I don't mow that I can express any opinion that would be very valua.hle.* I am not

exactly an expert on athletic affairs. It occurs to me offhand, that the ball

f field has a very large stadium that can be used on almost any possible occasione.
It would be a very fine thing, of course, to encourage athletics , and some time

- it might be well to consider the building of a stadium in the National Capital.

I don't know of any vroject 6f that kind that is under contemplation at present.
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Min inquiry also about the immigration law. I have no doubt that the
i incoming Congress will extend the law, which expires on June Z0th next. Just
what provisions will be adopted, of course, 1 can't tell. It is perfectly
apparent I think, however, that we shall have very careful restriction of
immigration.
An inquiry about a visit of Adolph Lewisohn. He and another gentle-
men came in this morning to pay their respects. I hadimown of his name for a
long time, as a very prominent man. I don't recsll that I ever happened to
meet him. He was a great friend, I know, of former Governor McCall of Mass.,
which formed a sort of middle ground of meeting between Mr. Lewisohn and my-
self. 1 was Lieutenant Governor for three years when Mr. McCall was Governor,
Governor McCall has Jjust passed away within a week, so we were speaking es-
pecially of him.. Then a short time ago, some one came to get me to address
a letter to Mr. Lewisohn, in relation to the encouragement of thrift, which
he was comnected with in some way with an organization that wanted to promote the
encouragement of thrift, and I wrote him the letter. He came in also to express
i his thanks for the help he thought I had been.

R A statement that there is emanating from Paris today a report to the
effect that Premier Poncaire will insist upon reparations from Germany to the
full capacity of Germany to pay, and wanting to kmow if I have any sort of state-
ment to make relative to the American position. No, our position is stated fully

in the note. If it means our position relative to the restrictions, and more

especially that restriction which provides that the experts be limited to an

Inquiry into the present capacity - actual I think is the word that is used by
the French in that connection - I think that I am safe in saying that if tﬁn is
to be limited to merely present capacity of Germany to pay, that that would be
such a limitation as would make an inquiry useless and futile. There wouldn't
be any use for calling together the experts of four or five nations of the earth.
That would be something almost that could be done by any ordinary auditor. A

limitation of thet kind would seem to make the inquiry useless, and I don't see

ény reason why we could expect to be of any help by participating in it.
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There is & report that the French propose the ingquiry to take in the
cepacity of Germany to pay for six years - up to 1930. Have you heard of that,
ir.e President?

Yes, I had heard of such a report, and up to 1930 would include what I
heve had to say. It would be such a short time that I don't see any reason to
expect that in that short time Germany could reestablish its industrisl organiza-
tion and its production to such zn extent that payments could be made which would
amount to very much. They could hardly begin, in so short a time, to meet the
reparationse.

An inquiry about lir. Brown's coming to the Cabinet. He came to discuss
the plan of reorganization and to answer such questions as the members of the
Cabinet might want to make of hims I think perhans I can best answer one or two
of the questions that have been asked in relation to the reorganization by reading
a sentence or two from a letter sent by President Farding on the 13th of February
last, to lr. Brown, the Chairman of the Joint Committee of Reorgsnization. MNr.
Brovm represents the President, and there is in addition to that a Congressional
Committee of three Senators and three Representatives, lMr. Smoot being the
Chairman. "1 hand you herewith a chart which exhibits in detail the present
organization of the Government Departments. [The changes are suggested after
nmperous conferehces and consultations with various heads of the Government
Departments. The changes, with few exceptions, notably that of coordinating
all the agencies of defence, have been sanctioned by the Cabinet. That is the
changes, with few exceptions, notably the plan to coordinate the War and Havy
Departmentse In a few instances, vhich I believe are of minor imvortance, the
plan has not been followed to the letter, in order to avoid questions which might
Joopardize reorganization as a whole." Thatwas & statement submitted by President
Harding and there has been no change in the position.

An inguiry whether Mr. Geissler, Minister to Guatemala submitted his
resignation to the President. There was no submission of his resignation whach
differed in any respect from the submission of several resignztions that came to
me when I first became President. I regarded it as a formal matter, and at once
instructed Mr. Geissler that I very much desired him to continue in the service,
and expressed my gratification to him at the good conduct of his office. This

perhaps ought not to be published, but I think he had an idea that if he had a

letter of that kind from me it micht indicate to the people among whom he
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represents this country, that he not only was there with the approval of President
4§ Harding, but he was also there with my full approval.

An inquiry as to when the final Budget estimates will come and their
gpproximate total. I suppose that it will reach me within a very few dayse.
Perhaps within a week., I am not exactly sure about that, and the indications are
that we can dring the total within the fizures which were given by President
Harding at the last conference of the business heads of the various Departments,
wnich was held in June, I think, Jjust before he was starting on his trip. At
that time he strongly hoped that p‘,’z‘ there could be 2 reduction of $126,000,000
in the Budget of this year, in order to bring the ordinary expenditures of the
Government within $1,700,000,000, exclusive of the Post Office and exclusive of
the amount that is required to take care of the deﬁt,-—the interest on the debt
and the annual amount that is set aside for the Gancéllation of and redemption
of the debte.

I have also here an inguiry about vhat plans will be adopted, sssuming
that we are able to negotiate and get ratified the twelve mile limit treaty with
Great Britain. OSo far as I mow, no change is contemplatsd about that in relation
to American ships. It is stated that they were prohibited from carrying liquor
outside the three mile limit by Executive Order. I haven't any expectation of
changing that order, and of course they were prohibited by the decision of the
! Supreme Court from bringing liquor within the three mile limit.

An inquiry also about the suggestions of lir. lMeyer and Mr. Mondell as
to 2 reduction in taxes and its effect on the agricultural situation. 1 think
their suggestions Spéak for themselvesy, and I don't know as I could comment on
them in a way to add anything to them.

There is no chaonge relative to the pﬁmnatic tubes. There is some in-

4 vestigation on that. I have already spoken about the Budget. That, I think,

¢xhausts the inquiries of the day.
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November 13, 1923.
i |
{ Remarks by the President to the Newspzper Mene
14
The class doesn't seem to be so inquisitive this morning as it sometimes ise
isﬁ't a very large crop of questions. I hope that doesn't indicate that anybody
:..s_lisappointed at not getting a reply always. 1 think I almost always cover in some
or another very nearly every question that is propounded to me. I always want to,
.: I possibly can. Once in a vhile, of course, something is asked that for some
o or another I don't think is a matter on which I can comment at that time.
erally speaking, I want to answer all the questions that come in. I want, in that
'ection, to express my gratitude to you for the faithfulness and the candor with
I_ch you always report these conferences between yourselves and me. |
An inguiry about the return of the Crown Prince to Germany and the imminence
fihe Eaiser's return. Will the President state whether it is the intention of this
ferament to join with the allied governments in protesting against the seeming
!ltcrration of the monarchy in Germany? So far as I know at the present time our
_:mment would not protest against that, recognizing the policy that I spoke of the
fer day, of every country having the richt o maintsin the kind of Govermment it
's. I suppose the allied govermments, if they protest, will protest on account of
P of the provisions of the Versailles Treaty. | We are not participants in that Treaty,
50 haven't any duty to perform under it, or any responsibilities under it. It leaves
#in a different situation than the other nations of the earth.
Whether the negotiations for a joint intermational inguiry into Germany's
.. pcity to pay reparations are now definitely at an end. Just at the present time I
b say that they were. Though, if you wanted a careful analysis of that, you would
-'l' by reading first the note that was sent to us by Great Britain, inviting us, and
’ M the response that was contained in the note that we sent to them. Now, technically
] r that note which we sent in reply the door is still open, and technically we have
’: e no decision, for instance, =os to whether we would £0 on in case the investigation was
_' to be the unanimous effort of the other nations in Europe interested. So that ques-
has never come up to us for decision, and no decision therefore has been made on it.

§vith the news report that is in the morning press, that Poncaire is preparing to have

Bivestigation by the European allied govermments, similar to the investigation that we

’7-;1;;; thoughto be made as I understand it under the limitations that he proposed to

 Buvestigation, I should say that & decision was pretty definitely arrived at.

-
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I think I have answered the inquiry as to whether the British Govermment
.  invited the Government to take part in an inquiry with France's absence. There

g been no definite invitation of that nature than what is in the note that was sent

qus in the first place.
+ An inguiry as to whether 1 shall deliver my message to Congress in person.

frather expect that 1 shall. For a great many years that was not the practice. 1

'lieve that Washington went up and delivered his message in person, and then after
g administration it seems that practice fell into disuse clear up to the time that
geldent Wilson came into office. Then he took up the ancient practice and it was
ptinued for the most part by President Harding. I should be ineclined to do what I
ﬁaurght the Congress liked about it. If they like to have the message delivered in

'Erson, well then I should want to try to do that. If they indicate that they very

peferred the message should be sent up in the way that was established between

gshington and Lincoln, then very likely I should concur in their preference.

An inquiry about the conference with Senator Keyes and Senstor Moses.

-ey came in on the reforestation project, especially about an appropriation being
e to carry out the provisions of the law that is usually referred to as the Weeks
: g, referring thereby to a2 statute that was passed through the activities of the
Isént Secretary of War, John W. Veeks, when he was in the House, or perhaps in the
gnates I have already indicated the interest that 1 feel in reforestatiom, and I
pt to nlrtake as large an appropriation for that purpose as we can, keeping in view

! ir policy of trying to get within xim certain definite limitatioms, and also keeping
view the needs of other Departments. I want to be generous in this direction.
frere came 2 time during the war, of course, and the immediately emsuing period, when
jme of these things necessarily had to wait because other demands wére more urgent.
jhope that we are now approaching a time vhen we can take up some of these matters
et are reproductive in their various elements, and use some public money in that
Jfiirections I think that covers the questions that have come in this morning.
Anything in the Cabinet this morning, Mr. President?

We had a very short meeting and discussed nothing of general importance. I
mle some inguiries about Alaska, but nothing developed there of interest to publie
lnovl edge s

Mr, President, 1 came in too late to hand in a2 written inguirye. Would you

are to comment on Secretary liellon's tax program?



3e

\ » T B i T 73 alra ot v I "y 4 xe < e 3
No, I don't think I will make any comment on that now. Let us wait and

g vhat develops about it. It is a2 very interesting suggestion that he has made

i perhaps opens the way for fulfilling the hopes of relievine the American people

om some of their present tax burden.
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November 16, 1923.

Remarke by the Fresident to the Newspaper lien.

It would be exceedingly desirable if we could put our American firms not only on

8 par, but so far as we can give them whatever advantages are possidble over

foreign firms engaged in trade in the same territory. It would be impossible for

me to say whether this could be done in a way that would be fair to our taxpayers at
home, unless I could first see the plan by which it is proposed to be provided.

Very 1likely then I should have to consult experts to get a correct opinion on it,

so that all I can say is Iwould be very much in favor of that principle if it can

be carried out in a way that would be fair to ou:;;' taxpayers at home. |

An inguiry also about my answer to a recent guestion which was interpreted
as favoring a monarchist regime for Germeny. I suppose it is well kmown that the
long expressed policy of the imerican Governmment, especially as set out in the
lionroe Doctrine,is that of favoring everywhere a republicen form of Government.

That doesn't mean that we can always interfere, even when we should want to inter-
fere, nor does it mean that the Govermment as a government can always express the
opinion that would probably be entertained by each member of the Government, and
kmown to be entertained by =211 the people of the United Statese. That question arose
from an inquiry about a report of the return of the Buperor of Germany into that
gountry. 1 suppose one of the things for which we went to war was to drive him out
of power and prevent hereafter what the Emperor at that time was doing. That was
supposed to have been sffectively prevented by the Versailles Treaty, and those who
are the parties to that treaty have the authority, of course, amd ought to have the
authority, to enforce its provisions, and in that they would have the sympathy
always of the United States, I am sure.

An inguiry also about speeding up the house cleaning of the anthracite
industry. No special suggestion about that has come to me. Our Government is
acting on it, and has been doing what it could for some time through the Federal
Prade Commission. I have had reports from them often. I think their reports have

been published, and there is at the present time an action pending which has been
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prought, I believe, in their name to effect, if possible, a housecleaning in that
industry, insofar as it can be effected under present law. I haven't any sugges=-
jion to be made as to what any state should do about it, and the law enforcing
 officers of all the states I am sure can be trusted to do whatever the law reguires
: them to do.

ﬁs to whether letters and reports received at the White House point to
favorable public reception of the Mellon Taxation problem. So far as 1 have had a
'chance to read present reports and editorial comment, it seems to be almost uni-
formly favorable. There is some criticism, of course, but the great bulk of it
gppears to express a very favorable reception to the suggestions for a reduction of
taxation.

‘\" An ingquiry also about extending clemency to the remaining politicsl prison-

erse I don't dxactly like the term political prisoners, because I hope we do not
| have any such thing in this country, but I use that term because you know what it
neans, I know what it means, and the public knows. I am having an investigation
nede, and when I get the results of the investigation I am going to act upon ite. I
| think I may be able to get a2 report on it within a short time. I am not exactly
- certaln just when it will be.
Whether any definite arrangement was made for a legislative program at the
I conference today with Senator Lodge. No. No definite arrangement was made about a
legislative programe I only saw the Senator for a very few moments. He arrived
| last night or early this morning, and came in to see me. I hadn't seen him since very
early in Auguste We didn't have an oprortunity to discuss any legislative program, and
the whole matter was left that he would try and see me at an early date and confer
with me on questions in which we might be mutually interested.

“i‘ An inquiry also about a constitutional amendment making property as well as
persons and lives of citizens subject to conscription for the defense of the nation
and that necessary legislation be enacted by Congress to that effect. I thought that
that principle laid down by President Harding in one of his messages covered this very
completely and answered a question of this kind very satisfactorilYy. I should say
about that, that in time of war authority to take every resource of the nation, in
. persons and property, at reasonable pre-war rates of compensation without any profiteer-

'~ ing would be a fair policy of overation and a fair principle. Now that is very dif-

00108



Do

'f-icult of practical apnlication. When war arises necessarily it is followed by a
Itramendous force behind it to stimulate prodtfction and stimulate all kinds of act-
ivity, and the method that has been used for that purvose has been to increase

I_,priees. If you want to get more work done, more production, you pay a larger price.
¥ages rise, and prices of 211 kinds of commodities rise. So that whether that exact
principle would be one that could ever practiezlly be put into operation, I think is
8 question. But in theory I think it is perfeetly correct, and if it could be done it
would make the question of national defense one ﬂf}’ much easier than it is at the
present time.

An inquiry regarding a successor to Ambassador Child. The Ambassador has not
retirede He has come over here on a visit, and is to return. He has indicated to me
that he wishes to retire some time in the immediste future, the time for which has not
been set. After the time is definttely fixed, 1 think there will be plenty of oc-
casion to pick out his successor. Nothing has been done about that up to the present
time.

An inguiry about the visit of Mr. Hays, that is, Will H. Hays. He is com-
ing in to bring his brother and a Mr. Scott of Indiana, and a Mr. Stratton that he
_ wented to introduce to mes And further inquiry as to the suggestions in many quarters
that he assume the chairmemship of the Republican National Committee. I don't lmow of
any plan of that kind. My own opinion is that there is not the slightest foundation
for suprosing that anything of that kind could be carried cut. Mr. Hays performed a
great public service both here and in the cabinet, and}rgsgreat helpy and force in his
leadership in the last campaign. 1 think at present he is in the enjoyment of,
partially at least, a suitable reward for his services. 1t would be almost unfair to
him to try to commandeer him. 1 do not imagine that he is seeking to relinquish his
present place to take up any of his former duties.

An ingquiry about the Philadelphia mail tube situation. 1t is my understand
ing that General Lord has not been able &0 recommend that. I doubt very much if he
will find t}iat the evidence warrants him making such a recommendation, agreeable as it
Would be to him and to me to rescue the property that has been used for that purpose,
and put it back again as a2 profitable concern. He hasn't been able to convince him-
self, nor have 1 been able to convince myself that such action would either increase

the service enough to warrant the expense that would be incurred.

I think that covers everything.
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November 20, 1923.

Remarizs by the President to the Members of the Press.

4 I notice some of the representatives of the press take advantage of an
.opportunit:v to sit down. Any of you that wants can have my chair.
+ Ire President does that go for anybody but newspaper men?
e Noe
I have "ere =zm inguiry about t}‘-lo Army and Navy game. Iy record of attend-
aace of Army and Navy games since coming to Washington up to date has been perfect.
Ihave been each year. I very much regret that I can't go this year. Perhaps the
example that I am following makes it a little easier to remain at home. I recall
that President Harding was not able to go either to Baltimore, or the ycar before
to New York. I expect lir. Slemp will be able to go, and trust that he may in part
represent me. I have no doubt that the press will be presente.
An inguiry about the twelve mile treaty with Great Britaine. I wonder why
the press is so interested in that. 'e haven't had any draft of the treaty, and no

| formel and official communmication about it. We understand from unofficial com-

‘ mmications that it is under way and we expect to receive it almoct any time. OFf
!f course as soon as it is received, the Secretary of State's office will examine it
1 nd submit to to me, and in the usual course it would be submitted by me for
rafification. But at present we have only had the unofficial rumors as to just what
its provisions are, =nd as to Just when it is likely to be consummated.

4 Another inguiry about trips in the near future. The members of the press
here seem determined to get me cut of town, if not to New York some other place. I
haven't any present intention of leaving Washingtone Very likely when Congress gets
here I shall be even more busy than I am now, and perhans in the course of a month
or two I might like to get a way for a little while. But I haven't the slightest
plan nows You know I remarked to you once before that I saw a great many rumors
thet President Harding was going to to to a great many places, ususlly accompanied
in the same issue of the newspaper with the statement that he cancelled it. I don't
want to prevent you from having all the news you can, but I would rather it would be of
a little different nature from that. It is rather ineffectual to start on a trip
and have to cancel it.

An inquiry about the reorganization plan. That is before the Joint Com-

mittee of the Senate and House. It was submitted to them by President Farding during

his administration, and is still there ready for their action. In order that I
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might inform myself and find out just what the Cabinet thought about it we went over
it two or three times and had lVr. Brown come ine
Mr. President, does that mean that the Cabinet is unanimous in approving it,
or that it will come back for further consideration?
No, I don't think it would come back. It will go in the report of the
! fomittee to Congress. I read you the statemend by President Harding in his letter
of submission, and that statement is exactly in accordance with the present facts.
Have you any other changes in mind besides the reference to the Army and
Javy you outlined some time ago, Mr. President? Mot any other definite change that
I could say was in my mind now. The plan is before the Committee and of course we
mow the Committee will give hearings on ite If the Cabinet and myself should under-
take to make a cast iron agreement on a large problem of this kind, of course things
would develop at the hearings that probably would cause us t0 change our mindse. So
we came 1o a substantial agreement and we thought we would leave it there.

+ It is understood that Representative LaGuardia of ITew York telegraphed pro-
testing against the handling of some immigrants at New York, charging that Secretary
of Davis let them in one day and had to exclude them on another day.

\ That hadn't come to my attention until this inquiry was made, becsuse in the
usual routine of the office a telegram of that kind would be referred to Secretary
Davis in order to get information om which to formulate a specific replys That
vas done in this casee. Very likely this refers to immigrants that came in on the
first day of the month,s when there were a great many coming over here. I had a
conference with Secretary Davie about the general situation, and he concluded that
j on account of the great press he ought to be as lenient as possible, and I think he
carried out that policy. If they were excluded at that time, it was because beyond
this he felt he had no authority of law , in conscience or in humanity, to let them

in.

\- An inquiry about a pardon for a German spys That has never come to my
attentions If it did, I should try to deal justly with it, as I should with any
other request for a pardone I wouldn't feel quite so sympathetic about it. But if

there was & good reason for executive clemency, of course it would be extended. I

|
;l

¢ghould doubt very much the suggestion here, that the War Department has made a

recommendation. I doubt very much if that would be made unless ﬁﬁﬁfﬁ it was a case

of disease or something of that kind, or the finding of new evidence, but it is
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gernaps not profitable to speculate on somethine of which you have no very great

lxnov:ledge. I notice the name is Lowderwicz. It doesn't look so Germsn as some

¢ther names 1 have seen.

An inquiry about the reaction of the country to Secretary liellon's tax
qlamblem, in the letters and communications that have come here. You who observe
{ ke press more carefully than I do have seen the comment there. It will be interest-
ing to see what kind of comment comes in from the farm people. The larger metro-
politen papers, of course, we have seen. But those papers that are published not
nore than once a week have not all come in yet. It will be interesting to see what

somment they make.

An inquiry ebout lizjor General Wood coming home. I am sure the any report
that he is to return to this country is without any authenticity. He is administer-

.
{ =

g his office over there under some difficulties, but I think with large satisfaction,
amd, of course, with the entire support of the administration here. So far as any

mevledge has come to me that is the status.

An inquiry about clemency for Comptroller Craig of New York, sentenced to
serve sixty days for contempt of court. INo application of that kind has been received,
thet I know of, and it is my opinion that if the sentence is for contempt of court
there wouldn't be any power in the executive to extend clemency. Cases of that kind
e within the power of the court. That was the rule I kmow under which we always
roceeded in Massachusetts, and I imagine that is the rule that applies in 21l courts.
lontempt of court is contempt of the suthority of the judge. It is not a violation of
astatutes I don't think the pardon power extends to that at all. I never observed
¥ did in any Jjurisdiction.

+ There was an inseresting discussion in the Cabinet this morning.as to whether
Stmething ought not to be done to insure the reaching their proper destination of
tharitable contributionse It isn't a new question, and it isn't very easy to deal
Vith, f)ut unfortunstely contributions are solicited, and it is found thet the over-
|6ed expenses eat up a large provortion of the money that is received. So that con-

tributions in very small proportion only reach the objects for which they were intended.

|The suggestion was made that there ought to be some central agency, or that the

Iﬂuverment ought to exercise some kind of supervision, or that those who are proposing

W promote = charitable organization of that kind ought to file some notice and make

Sime report. Very many of those organizations give no report to any one. While
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e Congress wouldn't have any authority to legislate for anythings outside of
me District legislation which comes under the particular jurisdiction of Congress,
4 would have jurisdiction over the mails, but these solicitations are not made s0
meh through the mail. The cuestion was whether some law of that kind ought not
to be passed. There is a real evil that exists there, but it is somewhat dif-
sicult to kmow what can be done to afford the proper remedy.

Iir. President, was there any decision to the discussion this morning?

No, the matter was up for consideration. Nobody seemed to have any real
definite answer tc it.

Any likelihood of trying the law out in the District?

.j_r_ I don't xnowe It was felt that something cught to be done. Of course
the larger givers maintain special organizations so that whenever they are asked
for any large sum, they make inquiry throuch an organization that they maintain
and find out right away whether the object is worthy. But the small givers have
nothing of that kind. They really ought to be protected - those who give the
money and those to whom it is given, and there ought not to be any abuse of

charitable impulses.
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November 23, l923.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men

An inquiry as to vhether aliens will be admitted at New York in excess of
mptional quotas, and whether any arrangements have been made for such purpose. No
gmeral arrangements about ite A permenent lawyer came to see me yesterday about a

i hatload, I think, of scme seven hundred that '-::mlt:zd to come in. Some are quite
iistressing cases. I took the matter up with the Labor Department and they tell me

ISh&t in a case of that kind they try to take care of 211 cases of distress - those

{hat you might call worthy cases; but when they are able bodied men or people that don't
meEx?t appeal in any way to the sympathy or charitsble instincts, why they have to be
returned.

Here is an announcement that advices have just been received from Germany
stating that the Reichstag has fsited to give Streseman a vote of confidence, and that
jtreseman and his entire Cabinet have quit, leaving the govermment in a complete state
of collapse. I haven't any official information about that. I should imagine that

if that was the case, that a new government would be formed the same as in any other

cuntrys Of course our own country, and 21l the other countries of the civilized

wrld would view & collapse of Germany With a2 great desl of concerne.

An inguiry about the Sterling-Talbot bill. I haven't any exact information
{ about thate I know about it in a general way. I never came to any final conclusion
shout it.

#n inquiry about the prorosed reorganization of the Bxecutive Departments

and whether the administration favors a single Department of Education, or = Department

‘ of Education and Public Welfare. The plan contemplates s Department of Bducation and
fublic Welfare. The public welfare has to do with the prisoners. It also includes the

. Jetersns Bureau, and quite a number of activities of that kinde

Mr., President, is that the name of the Department, as you express it?

! Yes. Hducation and Welfare.

An inguiry about the proposed plan of Representative lfadden.for a solution

of the luscle Shoals problem. Ir. ladden has consulted me about it once or twice, and

| it is my understanding that he and I are working in harmony on it. It is very im-
\

portand that our country should secure the opportunity to produce nitrates, at a low

price, both on account of their need for national defense and especially on account

of their need in agriculture. And if that can be worked out at Muscle Shaods, it will
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e
be a matter of the very greatest importence from both of those angles. We are try-

ing to see if that is not possible. I think the present price at vhich nitrates

| ere imported, most of them I believe are Chilean nitrates, is considersbly lower than

nitrate can be produced from power, either steam or water power. Ilow that means there
wuld have to be a considerable amount of experimentation in order to be able to
produce cheap nitrates. It would require a considerable capital outlay probably to
have that worked out.

An inguiry also about my intention td visit Columbus, Ohio, to confer with
friends of President Hardinge. I haven't any such plam at the present time. Very
lizely that may refer to some work that is being done out there by the Harding
Yemorial Associztion.

No letters have core to me, so far a2s I have noticed, from the agricultural
papers relative to taxation.

An inquiry about a proposalfor the Alien Property Custodian to use the
$187,000,000 now on deposit with the Treasury as a fund for the revival of trade
between the United States, Germany and other Central Eurcpean states. So far as I
mow that doesn't seem very feasible. The only thing we could accomplish by that
would be throush the use of credit or capital, snd I don't know that the Government
ought to use credit and capital in that way in competition with our financial
institutions. I should want to think that over before aspproving it, and so far =zs
I :moﬁ credit is mot sought for in foreign trade at the present time. I may be
mistaken about it, but that is my impression, which I have gained from talking with
iirs Mleyer of the War Finance Corporation. He has passed two or three months abroad
for the express purpose of seeing whether the War Finance Corporation could help
finance exports, especially of agricultural products, and he wasn't able to work up
any business in that way.

An inguiry about extending the coastwise laws to the Philippines. I haven't
any present intention of doing that. Something might come up in the future that
would make it seem desirable, but according to my understanding there are very grave
doubts as to its propriety, in the State Devartment. I had st one time a very long
report about it. I didn't examine the report in great detail, so I am not able to
give the details of it, but the conclusion was that it was of very doubtful
propriety, on account of its apparent violation of treaties we had with other

countries.
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An inquiry also about my message. I want to reserve the right to

discuss all subjects in my message. If you will just keep that in mind, it will
help you for the next ten days.

An Inguiry as to how far in advance my message will be delivered to the
press. 1 am sure that it will be four or five days in advance of its delivery,
perhars six or seven.

in ingquiry sbout the visit of Senator Cummins. He came in to talk about
railroad legislation. He is, as you know, at work prepasring a bill. We are try-
ing to see whether it will be possible for us to agree. I have no doubt that it
will.

™ Can you give us any idea as to the approximate length of your message at

this time, Mr. President?

A I am trying to make it as short as I can. I am £lad you asked me about

|
thate It will be in the nature of recommendations for legislation, explicit recom-
’ mendations, rather than long arguments and dispositions on subjects. Very likely

| my recommendaticns may be sound enough, but some people misht question my reasons.
| I am not trying to limit the editorial writerse.

Have you decided yet to go up in person?

I am not certain about that.

i An inquiry about a telegram from the Carded Woolen Nanufacturing Ass'ne.
of Boston for relief of what they consider unjust rates on wool and mohair in the
present tariff law. That telegram, I think, has been referred to the Tariff Com-
mission in order that they might advise me what action should be tsken. But this
general action is taken on all complaints that come on sugzestions about changes in

y the schedule. They are referred to the Tariff Commission, investigsted carefully,

and anything that on investigation shows that it is worthy of the technical in-
vestigation, which means the giving of public notice and so on, will be considered
in that way. It doesn't make aeny difference vhat schedule it may relate to. What-
ever may be necessary in the wgy of changes wnder the flexible provisions of the
teriff law will be considered and put into effect. That doesn't mean that we want
to rewrite the tariff every day, but it has been in effect for a couple of years,
things are more or less settled, and in the course of time it requires investigation

and it can be changed, if necessary.

Q0118




4.,

An inquiry about a building program for post offices. I don't want to

approve at this time any general building program. As I supgested to you some time
80, there is probably a necessity for the beginning of a building program of
plic buildings here in Washington, but for a genersl building progrsm, I am not
prepared at the present time.

An inquiry about Ambassadors Harvey and Child. Ambassador Harvey, of
| sourse, will retire whenever his successor is appointed, confirmed, and qualified;
{ ond Ambassador Child I don't think has any plan about retiring. He expects to
return end remain indefinitely. 1 do understand in a general way that he wants to
retire before very long. But this is entirely indefinite.

No recommendations have been received from the Department of Justice
relative to a pardon for Comptroller Craig of New Yorke

I have already referred to the conference with Senator Cummins.

I have already told you when I thought my messaze would be ready for the
presse This brings me back to where I began.

Mr., President, can you tell us snything about the Cabinet?

+ The Cabinet meeting was very short this morning, and aboutall that we
fook up was immigration questions. I am very glad you spoke to me abcut that be-
cause I was asked yesterday, or rather I inquired of a lawyer that was here, who
told me that people came to Americad on boats with passports, and when they got
the passports thoughf§ of course, that gave them the risht of entrye. I said that
ves & matter that ourht to be remedied if it were soe I inquired of the State
lepartment this morning, and they say every individual that gets a passport sisms
8 statement that he or she understands that it does not in any way entitle them to
entrahce into any port of our country. The passport is merely a statement by the
| dtate Department that, so far as the State Department is concermned, they have no
objection to the entrance of thzt person. It doesn't have any jurisdiction over
the Labor Department, nor, of course, over our immigration laws. They do sign,
in every case where a passport is granted, a staterent that they understand that,
and know the siemificance of ite It is explained to them as carsfully as it can be.
But meny times people come with passports that have been issued in South Africa,
and so on, London or Paris, and it isn't possible for all of these different clients
00 keep in touch with esch other and Xmow just what the quota may be for any specific

tountry at any specific time. So that some of the countries of Europe, Who have
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qationals that are spread all over the world and come backto Europe with their
ﬁmsports, and szail from there to here, are subject to that condition without any
plame attaching to the different consuls that issue the passports.

Mre President, about lluscle Shoals, would it be possible for the Govern-
ment to run it at a profit in case it has to operate it?

Jr

I don't Xnow.+Most everything we do operate we operate at a lbss. It
gould very likely be operated at a loss, zs we are now doing. The fixation of
aitrates and securing of them in large quantities is a matter of such public
ﬁnortunce that the Govermnent would be justified in doing work of that kind the

same as it is justified in building a highwsy or paying out money for reforesta-

tion, or opening up railroads snd harbors, because it is a2 matter of very great

ublic importance.
P

————— | e e =

|
i
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liovember 27, 1923.

Remarks by the President to Newspaper len

Governor Templeton called on me yesterday. He snd I spent the Fourth of
July together up in Maine and I am afraid that we devoted more time to 2 discus-
sion of the pleasant experience we had together last July than we did about a
serious discussion of Govermment affairs. He didn't make any representation,
any comment, or any statement at all about so-called fake physicians. About all
he had to say in the nature of public business was the encouragement that he
felt in the enforcement of prohibitory laws in his State of Connecticut.

I have here an inquiry about the coal conference. 1 am not exactly
familiar with the details of that, but of course continue my position of being
ready and anxious to cooperate through any Uaited States Government agency, or
help in any way we can throurh any state agency to solve any of the ccal problems.

I have severzl inguiries here about the seizure of a British Ship, the
Tomako. That was taken, according to unofficial reports that have reached us,
outside the three mile limit, thoush we have no offieial reports =@nd no officially
reliable information about it. It is very possible that it would come within the
decision th:et was made in the Marshall case. A ship under that name was hovering
off the coast outside the three mile limit and discharging its cargo to shore con-
trary to the provisions of law for the discharge of cargoes, irrespective as I
understand of what it happened to be, intoxicating liguor or otherwisees 8o the
United States Govermment seized the ship and the case cane up in the United States
Court. I think representation was made by Great Britain about it, but scon after
that was accompanied by the declaration that they had found that the registry of this
ship, though alleged to be British, was defective, so that they withdrew their
representation and dropped their interest in the case. Now it may be that this
ship was seized under similar circumstances. I don't lmow. There isn't at the
present time sny change in the treaty relations between the United States and Great
Britain, and I do not thiak the provosed text of the treaty has yet reached us.
Therefore no seizure could be made under any change. Treaty conditions are just as
they always have been. Our Govermment never has relinguished its claim, as I under=-
stand it, of a right to seize = ship that is hovering off the coast, whether it be
inside or outside the three mile limit, which is discharging its cargo in an unlaw-

ful way and in violation of our laws. Very likely the decision in this case will
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furn upon that important policy which our country maintained.

lr. President, has there been any representation from the British Embassy
here about it?

1 do not think so. I am not certain about that. Inquiry msy have been
pade, but that I don't kmowe. I think rumors have come to the effect that there are
peculiar things about the registry of this ship, that has just been seized.

There was practically no business at the Cabinet session today.
I have spoken about Covermor Templeton.
It is possible that my message will be available as early as tomorrow.

I mderstand that it is not to be delivered until Wednesday, according to the present

plen. Congress very naturally desires to adjourn over one day out of respect to the
/

lmmwry of President Harding.

l I am golng to call a meeting of the Arlington Memorial Bridee Commission at

s very early date. As soon as I am advised that 211 the members of the Commission

are here in Washington. The representzative from Kentucky came in yesterday and was
e p . L2

E——

.meaking about it. I forget his narme.

| Lengley is his name, Mr. President.

|

} Mr. President, has anybody been appointed to succeed you as President of
{ﬂmt Cormmission?

J No, I think not. I am not certain about that. I think the designation is
]um Vice President. ©Should it be the President of the Senate then of course President
Tcmmdns would come in at the present time. But I think the designation is Vice Presi-

\%ﬂt, 80 that nobody else could be for the time being.

!

| I do not think so. The location has be=n approved by the Commission. Per-

Has that plan ever been approved, Mr. Presidéent?

]m@s some Of your members will recall accompanying us on a tour of inspection the
|

'early part of spring, and &t thet time decided on the location, and of course plans

| had to be made to conform to that location and Congress not being in session since that

'Hme, there has been no opportunity to approve the plans,

|
|

| that.  He said he understood that a petititn for a pardon was to be made to me, and

1]
vnted to kmow if I would be in a position to expedite action on it and get an early

An inquiry about the Craig case. Senator Copeland came in and spoke about

decisions I sent over for the Solicitor General and asked him to be in possession of

watever facts there might be in order that there would be 1o delay, should a petition

come ine ()(Il:?()
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An inquiry as to vhether I have any plans for Thanksgiving Day. Thy, of

Jeourse I have. I thought I made that very plain in considerable detail in a procla-

mtion I made some time ago. You will be perfectly safe in following the terms of

fhe proclamation for information abott what I am going to do. I think I advised the

pople to assemble in their usual places of worship and in their homes for a suitable
pservance of Thanksgiving Day, and that is the way that I hope to observe the day.

IIr. President, will your sons be here?

No. They only have one day in the school where they attend, sc that they
1ill not be able to come downe
An inguiry about Philippine independences. I haven't any clear and definite

information about that. There is z bill known as the Jones Bill that it is my im-

joression, I think I am right, promises independence to the Philippines some time in
the fTuture. I suppose my own position is the well imown position that has been re-

jiterated from time to time by the Govermment of the United States, of = desire to

fs¢e the Philippines under self-govermment as soon as we felt warranted in withdraw-

hm; I think it is generally recognized that our presence there is nct so much an
la&mntage to us as a very large bill of expense, but that it was an obligation which
1wehad undertaken vwhen we received the Philippine Islands from the Sranish Government
]mdthat we couldn't cast them adrift. Ve are anxious, by maintaining educational
lhmtitutions, to show them the way toward good government, and by the example that
1weare able to set there of providing a sound government for the Philippine Islands, -
1uw that kxmy will be able to maintaine.the freedom and independence of the people
|theres As soon as that can be done, we will then feel at liberty to withdraw.

' Mr. President, are there any sisns that that time has arrived or will arrive
-#nthe near future?

| I think they are making very good progress. I haven't detailed information.
llhave never been in the Philippines, nor am I a particular student of them, but I
Igm:the general impression that they are making very good progress there - very en-
[muraging progress.

l An inquiry as to whether Speaker Machold of the New York assembly said any-
:ﬂung about the Craig case. He did not. I only saw him for a moment or two. I ex-
iDectto see him again, but I doubt wery guch if he had that erremd in mind. He was

In town and came in to pay his respects, and will lunch with me because he didn't

lve any time with me this morning.
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| I don't understand, by the way, that there is any difference of opinion
petween the State and Treasury Departments about the Schooner Tomako.
What if any distinction is set between the method the Tomako employed in
while
gischarging the cargo outside the three mile limit m the ships off the New Jersey
coast are never interfered with. I can't very well answer that question. It is a
question of whether you can catch them discharging the cargo, I suppose. A ship
has the right to stand off the coast as long as it wants to, as long as it is not
| caught in the violation of our lawss. This one, I suppose was. For that reason it was
overhauled and captured. It is very easy for a vessel to stand outside the three
mile limit and for swift motor power boats to come to port in four, five or six
minutes, so that it is rather hard to be able to prove an unloading and discharge of
i cargos 1 assume that in this case it is purely an assumption, because we have no
| official information that they were detected in the discharge of a cargo.
’
] A question about the agricultural situation. Have you received any new
information from the Secretary of Agriculture indicating that the wheat situation is
 improving? I don't know that I have received sny information one way or the other

about that. There is no change, so far as I know.
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November 30, 1923.

} . Remaris by the President to the Newspaper Men.

Vhen the earthquake and fire occurred in Tokyo, it destroyed the U. S.

!
{ Inbassy buildings there. ZFPlans are being drawn for the purpose of reconstructing

|
| those necessary with some care and detail, because if they are recomstructed it will
'be desirable that they should be so made as to be able to withstand an earthquake

not
_' shock. Some of the buildings in Tokyo were destroyed by earthquake and we should/want
|| our Embassy buildings to be of a construction of that nature. That work is 2oing one
11‘5 was spoken of by some of the (Uabinet members this morning. There was also a sug-—
gestion made that it might be helpful to have some publicity about reclassification.
The reclassification work is going on, and I hope that it will be completed at an
%early datey perhaps so that it can be acted on by the Congress at the present sessiom,
ltlmug-h it wasn't completed in time so that it could go into the budget. If reclass=-
J_ ification isn't completed in time, of course, the bonus system will be carried out
‘ for the present fiscal year. But reclassification will be taken up and considered
| B8 fast as it possibly can.
1 An inquiry about making the Prohibition Unit a Bureau under the Treasury
Department. The reorganization plans contemplate putting that into the Department of
Justice. That leaves me committed, so far 2s I am committed at all, to that plan.
Iy mind isn't closed sbout it, and there may be some reason why it should be made a
special Bureau in the Treasury Department. The law now is that enforcement of
prohibition is to come under the Collector of Internal Revenue and his assistants
and agentse

Has the change been made in the Prohibition Unit since the original
] plans of the Brown Committee were prepared?
I don't think so. This is an inquiry about an independent plan to put

this Unit - making it an independent unit in the Treasury Department, instead of

having it under the Jurisdiction of the Collector of Internal Revenue, 2s the law

now S8YSe I don't know if 1 have made that very plain. The reorganization plan
puts it under the Department of Justice. I am committed to that plan. There may

be some reason why it ought to bz kept in the Treasury Department, and why thot wm 1ld

Y S, . ! ¢ — =

be the best plane It can be taken up with the Committee znd arguments heard for it

00123

| end against it, and decided there.



2e
Would you care to say why it was recomrended by to put it

— “\ y e — i

L i W ETI—

mder the Treasury Department?

I can't give you his reasons in detail, other than that the Treasury seems
to him to be the natural place for it. lore natural than the Department of Justice
pecause the Treasury Department has jurisdiction over the Coast Guard and something
glse he mentioned over there, th:at were allied to this worke.

Customs?

Yes, perhaps it was customs.

/An inquiry about the Craig case. That has been submitted by me to the
Department of Justice. All requests for pardons go there for their investigation and
report to me. They do not usually come to me. Vhen they come here they are sent to
the office there. I have seen the petition signed in the Craig case. It was sent
over to the Department of Justice, and I couldn't give you any information until I
get the report from the Department.

An ingquiry about the authority of the President to psrdon. I don't kmow
that there has been any direct decision of the courts about that. There are guite a
mmber of opimions of the Attorney General on it from time to time. There are dif-
ferent kinds of contempt. This, I think, was & proceeding under a2 criminal contempt,
which perhaps would make it more plain that the President would have the power of
pardon. If it were a civil contempt, then perhaps the President wouldn't have. I
spoke of it when it {irst came up, in relstion to my experience as Governor of Mass.
when there was, it was my impression, no suthority on the prart of the Governor to
pardon in contempt cases. That is an action of the court for the purpose of giving
the court authority to administer its businesss A person may be called before the
court to testify. If he refuses to testify than the court has authority to imprison
him until he does. Iow that isn't a crime in any way, and that he should be kept in
confinement until he testifies, or if he doesn't come to send the sheriff after him
and bring him. That is not on the criminal side of jurisdiction at all, but if a
criminal contempt is committed, which I understand was claiwmed in this case, then it
brings it on the other side of the courte

I have here several inquiries about some actions by the Reparstions Com-

mission, which has decided to inquire into Germany's capacity to pay, and dispatches

00124




Je

ndicating that the United States may be asked to participate. There isn't any

| exact informaztion about that. There have come some reports of that nsoture, and it

| will be impossible for us to make any determination until we have exact and definite
{
 information, or a proposal as to Just whzt was wented and just what it was proposed
to doe I think that I would be justified in sayine that the United States Govern—
ment, of course, would not perticipates A-The only question under consideration would
_ﬁ be whether certain U. S. citizens, if they were asked to participate in some z2c¢tion
| of this kind, would participate. I suppose it goes without saying that no eitizen
of the standing that would make it desirable for the Reparations Commission to have

him there, would participate unless he imew that the Us S. Government did not

object.

—

1 supvose that my budget message will be ready whenever Congress is or-
| ganized and ready to receive business.

Have you any,well definite idea, at this moment as to when your message

will likely be presented?

| I was going to come to that on another question. This is the budget mes-
sage 1 referred to just now. It is my recollection thut when the Congress is or-
ganized, a committee is sent dovm to notify the President that Congress is ready to
receive the President's message. Congress comes into session on Mondsy. It is under
stood that they will adjourn over at once without the tramsaction 6f any business,
50 that Tuesdsy would be consumed in the organization of the House and Senate,
vhich would make it appear, unless something more should occur, that on Wednesday
they would send word that they vere orgamized and ready to receive communications.
Probably I should deliver my message in person on Wednesday.

An inguiry about Chairman Farley of the Shipping Board. He came in this
morning and I had a short conference with hime. He left some papers on which he has
made some reports that he wanted to bring to my attention. I have been so busy
this morning with Cabinet and so on that I haven't had = chance to look those over,
and do not know what they contain. Our conversation was only @eneral in relation
to carrying on the busines of the Shipping Board as it is now provided under the
Jones law.

Senators Reed and Oddie came in. Of course I wanted to find out if, as
a result of their investigation, they had discévered any matters for action on the

part of the administration to make the Voterans Burcau more effective. I didn't

mow but they had some information thc;EI-J) |0§21t to have, but General Hines has been

-
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in close toueh with the situztion and I am sure is making any changes that are

pecessary, and had made them I think before the Committee began its hearings.

There is some duplication of questions todaye.
\ An inquiry about measures of food relief in Germany. Xﬂ There is nothing
get owm of a definite nature about that.

Attorney General Holland has nct been in. He may possible have come in
to speak with Mr. Slemp, or he may be waiting to see me.
| I have spoken about the Craig case.

The Cabinet did not discuss the Veterans Buresu.

{» Another dispatch from London relative to the treaty that is being negotiated.
| The dispatches in that respect have been rather strange. 1 do not kmow whether they
| have had a foundation for fact. I feel that they have, but the information that has
reached us over here has all been pretty much in the nature of newspaper dispatches
from Londen.Il don't xmow whether they are reliable or note I feel that they are.
But I do kmow, however, that they are not official, and I don't know the reason that
these dispatches keep coming out, instead of some official information coming to us
over heres. Perhaps we are in the enjoyment of outside help in the negotiation of
this treaty about which 1 do not knowe

I think that covers everything.

There wasn't anything else in the Cabinet. We were not in session more

than fifteen minutes.

|
f
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December 4, 1923.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lMen

I have an inquiry as to vhen 1 am expected to deliver my message to Congress.

Vhenever I am notified by a committee from the Congress that it is organized and ready

, t0 receive communications. I Jjudge that it will not be before tomorrow. It might

1 possibly be some time after that, but I should think it would be safe to prophesy

that it would be at the usual time tomorrow. I shall go up whenever I am invited.

] Here 1is a suggestion that Brigadier General Smedley Butler of the Harine

{ Corps is likely to be invited to come to Philadelphia as the Director of Public Safety,
fhat hasn't been brought to my attention directly. Very likely that is the purpose of

| 2 visit that I am expected to receive from some of the offiecials of Fhiladelphia

during the latter part of the week. I can't tell whether that would be feasible or

not until I consult with the FNavy Department. OSometimes they are willing to grant

leave of absence to men to serve some special civic purvose, and sometimes it is im~

possible for them to comply with such & request. The situation is entirely evenly

. . e o -_—

balanced by a desire to help any locality that we can and the absolute necessity of

! maintaining our own orgsnization and keeping always on hond men who may be called upon
to act at any time. I suppose it is well kmnown that the llarines are especially an
arm of the service that are called on to go anyvhere at any time, and there would be
a little more difficulty in weakening in any way that branch of the servidce, than

¢ there would be other regular army mene It sometimes happens that in the army there is
an oversupply of officers, and very likely that may happen sometimes in the Navy. It
would be unusual in the Marine Corps, so that until I get information on all of these
points 1 wouldn't be able to make a decision. It would be very largely influenced by
wvhat the Navy Department said was the right thing to do.

‘ *“— An inquiry about?report of Major General Beach as to the safety of the
White House. I haven't seen any report of that kind. I think there was some

| reference to it in the newspapers. Whether he has made an ofvicial report that would

properly be characterized as representing the White House to be unsafe or not, I do

not knowe I haye much doubt whether the report would zo to that length.

J T~ Vr. President, the report was that of Major General Beach to the Secretary
of War. If my memory serves me correctly, he said he called that to your attention.

L I am not going to dispute a gentleman and &n officer. 1 don't have time

to read every communication that comes into the office, although I look at every

commmication that comes to my desk with the care which it deserves. But that hasn't
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"%‘come to my attention. The White House is an old building, but I think it is fire
proof to the roof. Vhether it is unsafe in any way, I don't kmow. A man who was
there with President Cleveland told me that they found during his term there was
| an accurmlation of books snd old papers snd documents, which you know come to be
q very heavy, placed up on the third floor, that was causing a sagging of the floor.
There may be something of that kind there now, Some water tank, or something of that
kind that makes a crack in the wall.

én inquiry about Muscle Shoals. There hasn't been any new offer about

i that. I understand that the offer that Mr. Ford made is still opens There isn't

any view that 1 know of that I ec=n express about the House organization. I am not
familiar with the details of it. But from such informetion as I have, 1 rather ex-

pect that they will effect an orgenization some time todaye

e N

The matter of General Butler I have already referred to.
‘ The Mexican treaty, of course, will be submitted to the Senate for rat-

ification, and it is desirsble that we secure ratification as soon as we can here

| on account of the effect it would have in securing ratification in Mexico. I be-
lieve their Senate adjournms on the %1st of December, so that there will not be a
s Very long period for them to consider the auestion of ratification. It is important
on account of the claims that our citizens have that have been waiting a long -
i period for adjustment and settlemente
Mr. President, any likelihood that you would go to the Senate with that?
No. That would be simply submitted with a very short statement.
IlIre President, it isn't necessary for us to ratify the treaty first is it?
Noe INot necessary. But I think if we ratify it that might have a desir-
able effect down there.
There was practically no business before the Cabinet todaye.
i An inquiry about the treaty with the British Govermment. That is still
. under negotiation.
J 4+ Here is a reference to a party that came under my notice,when I was
| Governor, by the name of Ponzi. I judge that the rest of you heard of him. He
: became notorious around lassachusetts and ended up under sentence which he is now
serving at Plymouth. I think that no formal application has been made for his
pardon. It is my recollection that he dic write a letter here, Which would be

answered by sending him a application for pardon, which would be considered the same
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December 7, 1923,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

I haven't any official notice about the action of the South Dakota Pro-

posal Convention, and I haven't had any report about any trouble in lMexico. This
question that 1 have before me suggests that there was a2 revolt in Mexico vesterday
yhich led to the seizure of Vera Cruz and the lexican Navy in several of the states.
That is the first information I happened to see about it. I haven't any information
whether it is correct or not.

lo decision has been made about the release of General Butler. I re-
ceived a telegram today from Mayor lloore, and it seemed to indicazte that in his
opinion there wasn't any such serious condition of lawlessness existine in Phila-
delphia as has been indicated in the prepared statement that was read to me yester-
day. But that is a question for the decision of the Mayor-elect and the present
liayor, about which I do not need to comment.

4 An inquiry as to whether I was gratified with the reaction to my message.

1l was very much gratified, of course. A great many telegrams have been comine in
* =

with very kind comment. Also on the part of the newspapers. It is in a good many
instances flattering. Perhaps you had prepared them.

Irs President, what type of people do you hear from on this?

A Vell, very general amd promiscuous. Different people. Al1l kinds of people
seem to be sending in telegrams.

Did you get any reaction on the World Court pronosal®?

Yes. 1t corresponds pretty generslly with that in the newspapers.

An inquiry about the visit of the German Ambassador, and as- to whether an
international loan was discussed. No. Except in 2 most informal way. We spoke of the
fact that there is a proposal for a loan to Germany for the purpose of financing ex-

!

ports of food from the United States.

lir. President, would you care to discuss any opinion on Senator Lenroot's

fprOposal to appropriate $20,000,000 of Treasury funds for German reliefg

I haven't seen that proposal. 1 very much prefer that it be a matter of
business, and I don't ‘mow that I have before me at the present time such information
that would lead me to a conviction that it wos necessary to proceed in the way of
charity. There is some question as to the constitutionality of a proposzl of that

hkind, which probably would be waived if it developed that there was in existence a
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great want and suffering on the vart of humanity anywhere.

An inquiry about securing a treaty with Canada for the purrnose of the con-
| struction of the Great Lakes and St. Lawrence waterway. That was taken up some little
1time ago with Canada, about & year ago, and nothing developed. Inguiries are now being
made 28 I indicated in my message yesterday to see whether we can secure 2 treaty of

that kind.

|

| Brigadier General Butler to FPhiladelphiz.

I have forgotten whether I had said no decision had been made about sending

‘. I have several inquiries about my message. I don't think I oucht to write
a1y editorials on it. You can do that very well and interpret it probably just as
i well as I could - perhaps better.
I have here also an inquiry about the proposed comsolidation plan. I mean
lby that the reorganization of the different Departments. I have to say about that
| what I szid in my message yesterday - that such a provosal is now before the special
comnittee and it is for them to consider it. Generally, the President and the Cabinet
'are in accord with the proposed plan.
Mr. President, does your recommendations to Congress include keepinz the
Engineering Departments intact in the War Department?
There is a proposal there I think to put the engineering zctivities all in
{one Department. This plan was laid out in accordance with vhat was known as bringing
ﬂ together a2ll the major purposes and putting them s8ll under one directive head. That
was the reason that it was suggested that the War asnd Navy Departments be consoli-
dated as a matter of national defense. I don't believe anybody would think for a
moment of undertaking to take from the War Department the necessary engineering
forces with which the War Department is doing = great deal of what would be Imown as
Civil Engineering, in counstructing rivers and harbors, waterworiss, and looking after
: protection from floods from rivers, and so one I think there is a proposzl that con-
templates putting those building operations into the Department of the Interior. Very
lizely if that were done it would be necessary to lend, so to speak, the engineering
skill of the Army for that work. I haven't given that enoush consideration to know
. whether it would be feasible 4n all its aspects or not, but I assume that after it
has been proposed it has been carefully considered and found to be expedient in

accordance with the plan of the major PUrposes.
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l lir. President, do you happen to know whether the joint comrittee will hold

3

pearings of the different Depsrtments?

Yes.

An inquiry as to whether there will be any bills to give effect to the
| recormendations in my message.

Yes, there will be bills. I haven't arranged for the introduction of
:qmcial bills, using my message rather to influence the carrying out of principles
| that are the underlying thourht of bills that are already pending or that are to be

introduced.

I have an inquiry about the Craig case. On that I have made my statement
fand it is closed.
I think that covers -
‘ Mr. President, May I ask if you have read the report of the Secretary of
1%niculture of the wheat situation that was submitted today?
I can't tell whether I have or note.
Anything at the Cabinet meeting?
There was almost nothing in the Cabinet.
Mr. President, returning to the reaction of your message, whzt subject in
yjour judgement was referred to most?

¢
<4 I think the great interest is in tax reduction more than anything else.

(that is what has been dwelt on most in the messages that have come ine.
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December 11, 19283,

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Men.

No decision has yet been made about the sending or releasing of General

ﬁmler for service at Philadelphia.

An inqguiry about the Mexiean treaty. That has been sent, I think, by my

1

liifice to the Senate. It came over here a day or two agoe I think it would have been

i

gen carried up yet. I think it has been. Of course, that would be released up there

uomitted last week had it not been for the recess. I am not certain whether it kas

fes)

imediately on its appearanc

|

Mﬁnh he could have gone up yesterday. I imagine he went up this morning at 12:00

. I signed it here and sent it out, and it is just a

mestion of when the messenger goes ups I suppose he has already gone. I do not

Lwclock. There isn't anything or comment that I can make on treaties that are sent
ﬁotho csenate, other then the usual statement that comes to me from the Secretary of
litate. “hey are, as you kmow, secret in a way, and the injunction of secrecy can only
16 remcved by & vote of the Semate. I think it is the custom to give out a synopsis
ﬁythe Secretary of State, which the press has glready received.
| An inquiry about the requested assistance of the administration to nrevent
Imnacessary and vexatious disturbances and interference with nominal radio broadcast-
ings That 1s referred to in my message where I said there ousht to be more laws
5
pverning that. Any of you that have had experience with the radio, of course lnow
{that is so. It is as yet an undeveloped field, but one that our experience will very
goon show the way in which it should be dealt with legally. 1 imagine it can't be
dealt with so much by the hard and fast rules that would be made by statutory enact-
ment, as by leaving it to the Depertment of Commerce or some other administrative
{may to formulate rules which could be changed from time to time as the experience
%ﬂmwed was necessary and desirable.

The visit of Governor Lowden, General Dawes and William P. Jackson, the
fommitteeman from laryland, Were for the purpose of paying their respects to this

pffice.

A No decision has been made in the matter of appointing a judge for the

fastern District of Missouri. I should have made those appointments during the recess,

-
|

greept for the opinion of the Attormey General that, as they did not occur during the

rocess, they could not be filled. It is necessary for me to confer with Senators in

relation to these appointments, and members of the House, because it is to quite a

dsgree the source of my information. There is another matter that I think the press
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pight stress somewhat, and that is my desire to appoint men of the highest character
md most marked ability for service on the Federal bench. I am willing to have come
to me - I welcome the sugrestions from political committees znd from those who are
movn to be in political life or holding political office about appointments to the
tenchs In other cases, suggestions of that kind might be almost entirely determined
gy them, But in the case of the bench I should look for somethine more than that.
!l have to have the assurance of the approbation of the bar, the assurance of the ap-
probation of the general commmity as to the standing, character, ability and learn-

fing of men that are to be appointed to the benche. So that political recommendations,

wile they are helpful and will be given due consideration, cannot be entirely the

|wtenmining factor in making appointments to the United States bench. It is of
lﬂgnal importance that those places be filled by men about which there can't be any
goutroversy. I don't mean by that that I should permit 2 man that from all the
|

1widence 1 could secure was perfectly well gqualified to be disqualified because he

happened to have some enemies that might be willing to resort to tactics that I

wuld not agree with or didn't seem to be supported by facts. But it is very im-
iportant to put on the bench men about whom there can't be any question, =nd I shall
%ry, in my selections, to be guided by that principle.
Whether any decision has been reached regarding food zid to Germany by the
<mﬁted States. The general decision that I have already indicated, which is that we
(Went that done as a business proposition if possible, and investigations are now being
made snd proposals are being considered, and negotiations are in process for the purpose
0of making & loan to the German Govermment, as I understand it, the proceeds of which
would be spent in this country by the loans made, part here and vpart, I think, in Great
Britain, for the purpose of buying food stuffs for Germany, if that is accomplished.
/
' I have great hopes it may be. I do not think it may be so necessary to resort to charity.
. fow don't say anything in the paper that would result in drying up the private cherity
that is being encouraged. 1 am speaking now of Government charity. It is very desir-
sble that the private charity that is being organized should go on. It is under the

iirection of such men as lr. Allen and I believe General Dawes, who is the Director of

pit in his region, and other men of like calibre, and of course we are very much desirous

i
that it should go one




S

Mr. President, is there any word from France as to her attitude on & loan

Mjor this food?
No, not that I know of.

, ~*‘~ I have here several inquiries that I will answer by reading a statement, so

lhat there may be no misunderstanding.

*ﬂ This Government has been informed that the Reparations Commission is con-

Isidering the establishment of two expert Committees. One to consider the means of

i d

'MIancing the budget of Germany and the measures to be taken to stabilize her cur-

|mncy. The other to take up the question of the capital which has been removed from

|

{fermany . (That is the property of Germany thzat is said to have been removed an

thich is now located in other countries). The inquiry of the first Committee would

|

}merehend all the conditions to be realized and the measures to be taken to ac-

ltomplish the results desired. All the representatives of the Governments, members of
1&3 Commission, have expressed a desire to have American experts on the two Com-

nittees. It is understood that the Government of the United States is not in a

|msition to be represented on these Comrittees, snd that the invitation to the American

== L

eperts will be extended directly by the Reparations Commission. (That wants to be
;mde plain - that the Govermment of the United States does mot participate, but that
Jﬂperts, economic experts, to participate by the direct invitation of the Reparations
3

lormission)s This Govermment believes that the proposed inguiry will be of great
?mlue and in view of its direct interest as a creditor, (you may recall that I
'mvelqped that somevhat in my message , speaking of the European debt that is due us
and also the debt that is due us from Germany. The German debt in and of itself will
mount to about three-guarters of a billion dollars - about $750,000,000. We cant't
Jtell yet just what the Mixed Claims Commission may find is the amount due, but it is
]ufsuch a sum as joined to the bill of $R55,000,000 that is due for the Army of
:mcupation will amount to about {750,000,000. So that we have an interest there as
& direct creditor and an indirect interest as a creditor of the other nations there},
and of the importance of the economic recuperation of Burope, it would view with favor
the acceptance by American experts of such an invitation. (We have the interest of

JSur debt and our interest in the economic recovery of HEurope). The immediste pro-
J

- ! . : S e -
dosal before the Reparation Commission-has been made by the French delegate and

fresident of the Commission, and has the support, it is understood, of all the allied

bovernments. (The French delegate is the President of the Commission, and he is the

e who has made the immediate proposal). The British Covernmment has informed this
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wvermment of its desirve that American experts should participate in the inquiry. (That
likes care of all the allied (overnments.)

(Now, this is a very important addition)s The German Government has also
prought the matter to the attention of this Government, stating that it would be much
Iumreciated if an American expert were to participate in the work of the first Com-
gittee, as above proposed, as it is believed that in this way important progress could
Femade toward the solution of the problems underlying economic recovery.

, (You see, that mekes the entire approval of the allied Governments snd Jjoined
|

futh;t is the request that comes from the German Govermment. I think that is very
iportart, of course, and a very sienificant development.)kfhere has been abroad many
ﬁmms some eriticism of our Government, of our people, and our ways, but that hss
f@mnstrated, I think, that when they are in real trouble and real difficulty over
ere, they turn to us as a nation that will be fair with them, - one in vhose judgment
ad in whose charscter they can rely; 2nd notwithstanding differences that have seemed
fnexist, they are willing to abide by the faith that they have in us, and I think it
i5 a very substantial accomplishment).
i lir. Fresident, is this the carrying out of the New Haven speech?

Not exectly, but it is along that line. This little statement I will have
i% up on the typewriter and it will be ready for distribution for you in fifteen or
{WmWy minutes.

lr. President, would it be proper to ask, in view of ocur interest in the
760,000,000, why we do not participate officially and directly?

Well, that is a matter that hasn't yet been adjusted. The Mixed Claims
lommission is working on that, the mixed claims part. Then we have some adjustment of
%ﬁm bill for the Army of Occupaticne I am speaking of that for the purpose of indicat-

ing our direct interest in the situation.
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December 15, 1923.

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Men

Here is an inquiry about the loan to Germany. That isn't anything tha
is pending before our Government, nor anvthing in which our Government can take any
action. A4As I understend it, it is a negotiation that is pending between the German
Government and either the allied Governments or the Reparations Commission, I am
not quite certain which, in order tc get the necessary consent to the making of
such a loan in such a manner as would make it possible to negotiate. The loan is
going to be made to Germany under the treaty to which we are not a party and has
to be done after consent is given by the Reparations Commission. Otherwise, it
would be on top of the reparations, and a loan of that kind would probably find very
few takers. 5o this is an effort on the part of the German Government, for their
immediate pressing necessities to get a loan in order to get something to eat.

That would be under the reparations, as I understand it. I have no definite in-
formation about it.

llr. President, have you heard what the amount of the loan is? Is it
$70,000,000%

I think I have heard $70,000,000 mentioned.

Would it be anticipating tco much to inquire whether, in the event of an
agreement for 2 loan through the Reparatioms Commission toc the Germsn Government,
what the attitude of this Government would be?

Well, you mean toward making a part of that loan in this country?

Yese.

I am quite sure that our Government would be perfectly willing that our
~ bankers should participate in it if they so desired. It wouldn't be for us to ask
them to. If they desired to participste in it, I am sure our Government would look
on it with favor.

Would they wish, lr. President, to put this loan ahead of claims?

1 don't think so. But about that I am not absolutely certain. I don't
think so. There is nothing, so far as I know that would prevent Germany from bor-
‘ rowing money anywhere in any treaty that exists between the United States Covernment

and the German Government.
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There isn't any action that is ready in relation to the prisoners -
sometimes called political prisoners. That is still under investigation.

Here is an inquiry relative to a prorosal made by Chairman Dempsey
of the River and Harbors Committee to create a so-called Budget Committee.
Genersally speaking, I wouldn't care to comment on proposals of that kind; that is,
relative to the transaction of the business of the House. It is their business,
and they know how they want to do it, and any method that they might adopt in the
way of appointment of Committees, I feel quite certain would be entirely satis-
factory to me. I don't know of any reason why 1 should propose changes in their
rules or procedure, and no reason why I should be advocating it. It is simply a
matter of something that I would be entirely satisfied with any action the House
might wish to take. I haven't any information about this. I don't know of any
reason, though there may be very important reasons, for superseding the
present Appropriations Committee of the House.

Here is another inquiry of somewhat like nature. Relative to what pro-
cedure the House had better take in the matter of taxation and bonus legislation.
Of course, that is for them to determine. I don't know what would be best for
them to do. I am very anxious, of course, that there should be legislation
relative to taxation. Generally speaking, I should faver any plan that would ep-
pear to promote that end.

Here is another inquiry abcut the search for capital belonging to Germanv.
the German Govermment I suppose, or German citizens, that is located outside of
Germany, and asking whether our Govermment would take any part in searching for it.
Of course our Government would not take any part. It is a matter that doesn't con-
cern the United States Government in any wey at the present time.

Mr. President, would the United States Government permit such an examina-
tion in this country?

The United States Government has no power that I kmow. The only German
property we have is that In the hands of the Alien Property Custodian. Our Govern-
ment has no Jjurisdiction over any other property that is here.

Some other inquiries here about the Committee for the economic rehabilita-
tion of Germany. There isn't anything that can be said about that until action is

taken by the Reparations Commission. The exchange of notes and correspondence,

and the decision of the United States,have all been published. I think those re-
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veal that the only thing to do at the present time is to await the action of the
reparations commission.

Here is an inquiry about Mr. Grundy of Bristol, Pa. He came in to pay
his respects to the office, as I understood it.

And also an inquiry about General Butler, and whether the administration
has indicated to him any ideas on law enforcement. 1 have never seen General Butler
that I know of. I have very likely met him at some time or other. 1 don't think
I have seen him at all since the suggestion was made that he be relessed, in order
that he might go up to Philadelphia. I have talked with Senator Pepper and others
that came in her. Their representations were'public and kncwn. They were that X®
as a Pennsylvanian he seemed peculiarly available for the discharge of a Pennsyl-
vania duty. We dislike very much to cut dowm our larine force, and the Secretary of
the Navy was rather opposed to doing that, but upon the recommendations that came
to me from the Mayor-elect and Senator Pepper, who is practically a resident of
Philadelphia, and the Governor of Pennsylvania, that this man would be very ac-
ceptable to them, with the training and abil}ty he has, that seemed to make him a
desirable occupant of the office, he has been granted leave of absence.

An inquiry about the nominations made for the Shipping Board. Those were
nominations made of men who were already in office, and who had been confirmed by
the Senate at previous times, with the exception of lMr. Farley, and Mr. Farley,as
you know, was a recess aprointment made by my predecessor in office. So that all
those names went in together. I haven't any files here of the last administration,
s0 1 do not know what recommendations were made about any of these men.

An inquiry about a conference with Mortimer L. Ship. He came in to pay
his respects. I inquired of him as to whether it would be poscibls to better the
railroad condition by consolidations. His opinion about that was thzt some con~
solidations might be helpful - that his experience had rather demonstrated to him
that it was dangerous to undertaike to administer business in too large units, and
that the administration in cases of that kind was in danger of breaking down.

There is about so much that one man can carry, apd when a business became so large
that it went beyond that, such an enlargement was of doubtful expediency. Such
consolidations that would come within that rule, he thought might be helpful.

I think that covers everyimgxe thing except mne or two inquiries about my

message, and on that I don't think I need to comment, as I indicated the other day.

Anything in the cabinet, Mr. President?
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No, the cabinet had a very short meeting this morning, which I said, in
the presence of the Cabinet, indicated there wasn't anything so troublesome that

it needed to be discussed.
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Degember 18, 19<3.

"¥_ Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

Here is an inquiry about the offer of the Russian Govermnment to enter
into negotiation for a restoration of diplomatic relations. That has been
answered by the State Dept. in a statement that has been given out to the press
within an hour, and the answer in general effect is that no action is necessary
on the part of this Government for the Russian regime to comply with the condi-
tions that were laid down in my message. That can be done entirely by them with-
out negotiating with us, and should be done as a foundation for any negotiations.
I suppose you recall, generally, the restoration of property, recognition of the
debt, and the cessation of propaganda sgainst our institutions. Those were all
the result of acts taken there, and can be remedied by acts now to be taken there.

Mr. President, wasn't their another condition?

Well, perhaps so.

Wasn't there the one about mete works?®

Well, the doing of those things represent the works.

Also en inquiry about the Mexican situation. It was not under discussion
at the Cabinet meeting, and there is no change in the administration's policy. I
hope very much that the pending treaty will be speedily ratified.

Mr. President, was the Russian situation discussed in the Cabinet?

No, it was not.

I have two or three inquiries about the proposal for an American to serve
on some committee of the League of Nations to look into the control of the Port of
Memels. I have no information about that, other than this inquiry. If an inquiry
should be made, of course, it would be treated the same as any inquiry coming from
a foreign govermment and disposed of in the same way.

The sppointment of District Judges will be made just as soon as I can
decide on what mppointments to make. I am taking that up with different Senators,
making such attempt as 1 can to make satisfactory appointments.

I have already referred to the Russian communication.

I do not expect either General Dawes or Mr. Young to call at the White
House before they go to Europe. I do néet know that they mean to call, but I don't

xnow of any reason why they should call.
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I discussed with Senator Jones this morning the matter of shipping.

He made some ingquiry about the residence of Mr. Farley. His residence is the same
as the residence of the Chairman of the Shipping Board that was confirmed by the
Senate. There is a precedent for €onfirmation of Mr. Farley. Whether the Senate
wishes to fdllow it or not, of course, I do not knows. If there is any real doubt
gbout the legality of appointing a person that lives in a place that Mr. Farley
lives in, that might be taken up and an opinion secured from the Attorney General.

There was no discussion at the Cabinet meeting this morning about the
officials and members who were discharged from the Bureau of Engraving and Printing
by an executive order of March 30, 1922. I think all but one of them have been
extended an executive order given by President Harding, which gives them a Civil
~ dervice rating and, as I understand it, it is proposed that they be admitted to
serve in the Bureau of Printing and Engraving whenever there are vacancies, and
there is an opportunity to employ them. There haan't been any order made yet to
that effects I do not kmow that it is necessary. I understand that that is the
position the Secretary of the Treasury now holds.

Another inquiry about the Russian message. When you come to read the
communication from the Secretary of State it makes it very plain.

Another inquiry about the Shipping Boarde.

Another inquiry about the Baltic seaport.

There is a small matter of some public importance and some interest to
the people of Arkansas. They had a somewhat peculiar law dowm there so that it
was provided that they could assess the cost of the state proportion of the cost
of building roads on abutting owners to the extent of fifty percent. That worked
great hardship on the farming communities. In some cases, it has been represented
to me, it amouhted to confiscation. So that it has been with great difficulty
that taxes of that kind could be collected there. That is a matter, of course,
for the State of Arkansas to decide, for it isn't for the United States Govermment
to say by what means and methods they shall raise their proportion.of money that
is used for the building of roads in Arkansas. YThe U. 3. law has certain require-
ments, not complied with, which is that they make a contribution of 50%. There

have been a great meny complaints. Our Government wouldn't want to take any action
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that would result in great hardship on the people of Arkansas, and we have been
trying to see if we couldn't work out some solution. That doesn't mean that we
have any authority permanently to withdraw from them the use of m oney of the
Federal Government in building roads in Arkansas. We are just as desirous of
puilding roads there as we are anywhere else, but we would very much like to have
it done in a way that wouldn't work any hardship on the communities through which
the roads are built. For that reason the Secretary of Agriculture spoke to me
some time ago, and in sending a complaint that came in sicned by the President

of the Farmers Union, stating fMAf the objection of the farming commmnities to
practically a confiscation of their lands there, sem#d®t temporarily I have asked
the Secretary of Agriculture to make an investigation and see if we can afford
any remedy before he makes any new allotments of money. Those projects that are

already under way, and have allotments made, of course, will be carried out.

- Ultimately we may have to conclude that Arkansas can raise its money if it wants

to, and that it isn't the affair of the national government. Temporarily we are
trying to see if we can't relieve them of what appears to be a disproportionate

burden on some of the farmers there.
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December 21, 1923.
Remarks by the Yresident to the Newspaper Men.

Here is sm inquiry about the Shipping Boarde. The difficulty there, as I
understand it, is that the law provides for a selection of members of the Board from
different localities - the Atlantic Seaboard, the Gulf Stctes, the Great Lakes region
the Interior, and I suppose the Pacific Coast. There is a member from the Great
Lakes in Mr. O'Comnor, who I think lives in Buffalo. MNr. Lasker was appointed from
the Interior, and his successor, Mr. Farley, who comes from or lives in the same
town - I think they are both residents of Chicago or some suburb of Chicago. Mr.
Lasker was confirmed by the Senate, but now, as I understand it, the Committee on
Interstate Commerce thinks that Mr. Farley's residence is such that his appointment
does not comply with the law. According to my information on that they have voted
in the Committee not to recommend to the Senate that he be confirmed. Naturally
that has left me somewhat at a liss as to what I shall do for a Chairman, and it may
make necessary a rearrangement of the Commission. So that I thought it was necessary
to hold up the other two appointments. I have withdrawvn them. That leaves them
acting, of course, under the recess appointment. Mr. Thompson from Alabama and Mr.
Haney from Oregon simply continue acting under the recess appointment until I can
solve the questicn of what to do about & Chairman. I thought it might be unlikely
that I could find a man who would know very much about shipping from the Interior,
which I suppose would be the states between the lississippl and the Rock Mountains.
I wanted to leave the matter open, and give myself a chance to make any necessary
adjustmentse That doesn't mean that I am not entirely satisfied with Mr. Haney and
Mr. Thompson. I think they are both very excellent gentlemen. That is the reason
why I appointed theme Very likely I can find some way of continuing both of them
on the Boarde. I wanted the opportunity of making an adjustment, should it become
necessarys

There is no action to be taken, so far as I know, with the Japanese
Government on the immigration question. Whenever the question comes up of laws
relative to immigration, it is quite natural that the different Governments should
be solicitous for the protection of the rights of their citizems, and it is not
infrequent that they apply to the State Department to know abcut the conditions of
the proposed legislation. <~here is nothing unusual in that.

Would you permit a question about that subject? lire President.

Have you or the Cabinet ever given any thought to translating the gentleman's agree-
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ment into law?

No I don't think so.

An inquiry here zbout the mkikkxaktism operation of the Arkesnsas tax law,
the road tax lawe All that is propcsed there, is that on account of some com-
plaints that came in, each project that is pending there is to be taken up and
each one decided on its merits, in order to cooperste for the protection of those
who live along the line of proposed highways, and in order that we may, of course,
give to the State of Arkansas its full share of the money for the building of
roads. These appropriations are made especially for the benefit of regions
situated like the State of Arkansas, where there is a large amount of farming
territory and where the population is scattered, rather than being gathered in
centers. For that reason the United States wants to help, if we can, and not so
as to distress any one. Ve expect cooperation from the officials of Arkansas
toward that end.

An inguiry also about an endorsement by the Navy Department for an
additional Naval Base at Alameda, California. That hasn't come to my attention
directly yete I think at present it is before the Budget Commissioner for his
consideration, and later he will report to me.

An inquiry about some reports from the Tariff Commissions I don't
think there are any reports before me from the Commissione They are holding a
great many hearings and making a great many investigations, and it seems to me
that I have had some information that they were awaiting Rmx some court decision.
But about that I am not certain. The suggestion has been that there would have to
be a court decision, or rather that there is one pending,to clear up some aquestion
relative to the elastic provisions of the present Tariff act.

The Arkansas matter I have just referred to.

I have also referred to the Shipping Board matter.

#kﬁ I don't know as I have any very definite plans for Christmas. I think
Christmas eve that some of the church choirs, or one church choir, is to sing
carols at the White House - outside the White House - in which they will be Jjoined
by some of the citizens of Washington. I believe also the plan is to have a
church service, a union service, which I think is to be held in the church that I
attend, on Christmas morning, where I expect to gos 4And I think I am to press
some buttons to light a Christmas tree down on the Elipse. I think, also, I am

to start some kind of a celebration in California. You men that represent the
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California press perhaps can tell us what that is. I think something is to be
opened. What is that? Any California men know?

Is it Pasadena?

There is something out there. It secms to me it is a water works or a
town, or something of that kind.

An inquiry about a supposed pardon case of Louils and Abraham Auerbach
from Cleveland. No such case has come to this office. If there is any petition
pending, it is in the office of the Department of Justice, and no report has been
made to me, so far as I know, and since this question came In I ingquired in the
outer office and no recommendation has reached them.

There is no further statement that I can make about the Russian situa-
tion. Everything that I had in mind about that is contained in my message, and
on that I stand, of course.

-4 I haven't any plan for a short hiliday cruise on the Mayflower. I
think it possible that I shall take a Baturday afternoon trip on the Mayflower
tomorrowe I have been our on it four or five times. Usually we go to Quantico
where there is a very good opportunity to turn around, then run back up the river
teking dinner on the boaty which is very pleasant, and have some of our friends
alonge.

There hasn't been any preparation to amnounce any nominastions for judges.
I want to get that done as soon as I can. These appointments, I can say all of
thez?a;re pending, were left over from last springs, and they were left over because
of the difficulty of solving themy The difficulty of getting the men that appeared
to be satisfactory and knew the requirements that ought to be met by every man that
sits on the Federzl bench. There are a great many difficulties about ite I am working
it out as fast as I can. I can't make any comment about the plans for the Arlington
Memorial Siexmixx Bridge. Several of you saw the plans. OSo far as I could judge of
them, they appeared to be eminently satisfactory. It is mainly a question of expense.
The building of the bridge itself, I think is a matter of some $6,000,000 or
$7,000,000. The other work that is contemplated by the plans would run into
$12,000,000 or $15,000,000 more. I don't know just how far the Gommission will feel
Justified in going, but naturally we would proceed slowly on a project of that kind,

inveolving such an expense.
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i‘I don't know of any comment that I could make on the statement of Mr.
Ford, other than to say that I am very gratified that he is willing to endorse

the work of the present administration.

3

3
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December 28, 1923,
Remariks by the President to the Newspaper men.

I have the resignation of Mr. Parley, the Chairman of the Shipping Board,
which of course I shall have to accept, as it has been determined that his residence
is not such as complies with the law, in accordance with the opinion of the Committee
on Interstate Commerce of the Senate. So that while I regret to lose his services,he is
g valuable man, I do not see any other course to take than to accept his resignation
and try to find someone to take his place. I don't know yet who I shall make Chairman
of the Board. There is a Vice Chairman, who naturally will act until I get someone.
That is Mre. O'Connor. I think the President designates someone to be Chairman without
any action of the Senate confirming it, so that I shall have to see who I can find to
put in in the place of lr. Farley. It may be someone that I want to make Chairman,
or it may be that I shall have to ask some member of the Board to retire, in order
that I may put someone in his place to be Chairman., I am limited in my chcice of men
for Mr. Farley's place to a certain location in the middle west, so that it might be
difficult to find anyone there that I thought was so well qualified to be Chairman.

In that case, I might have to ask someone to retire. Vhile that is something that may
be done, I haven't any plan, or any purpose, at the present time of doing anything of
that kind.

Mr. President, is Mr. Farley's resignation effective at once?

Well, it will be effective whenever I make it effectivey whenever 1 may
desire it to take effect. He will stay as long as I want him to stay, and he will
stay naturally to finish up some things he has in mind.

Leigh C.

There was no special significance to my conference with Hon. X®8 Palmer.

He is with the Shipping Board, and I asked him up to talk over Shipping Board matters
with him and get the advantage of any information he might have.

senator Jones today made a suggestion that it would be a good thing if the

operation
flaet/was divorced entirely from the Shipping Board. I have a communication from the
Senator that that was rather in contemplation of the law when the law was enacted,
that the Shipping Board should stand somewhat in relation to the operation of the fleet
that the Interstate Commerce Commission stands tm the operation of the railroads - that
the active and practical operation of the United States ships should be in the hands

of the fleet corporation.

Mr. President, that is a one man thing, isn't it?
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No, it is not a one man thing any more than any other corpora-
tion - & railroad, or a bank, or anything of that kind in the hands of directors or
trustees. They choose their President, Treasurer and the Secretary, and make such
by-laws as they want. It would tend, of course, to put the direction of the fleet
more in the hands of one man than the operation of it by the Board, where there are
seven all with equal powers. It would tend to put the direction in the hands of
different men, as on railroads there are various Superintendents of Divisions, and
Vice Presidents that have certain duties to perform.

Was that communication from Senator Jones in responseto your request?

Ro. I have talked over the shipping matter with the Senator several
times, and asked him to make a little memorandum especially about the Philippine
situation and other things thath emight have in mind. Therelis nothing new in it,
and nothing but what we have discussed here in these newspzper conferences several
times as to what might be done better to take advantage of our shipping operations.

I don't know of any proposal - this is the first intimation that I have
had, I think there are two suggestions here - for a transfer of the Bureau of
Mines from the Interior to the Commerce Department. I don't think I ever heard of
thate It may be something thut is being discussed in one or other of the Departments,
or it may be something that is in the contemplzation of the reorganization. If it
is in that, then I have discussed it, but I haven't any thought of issuing any
executive order for that purpose. Nor have I given any thought to the matter of
the formation of consumers' cooperative organizations. That was spoken of by
President Harding, I am informed, in a speech he made at Idaho Falls. Whether he
had any matured plan of putting that into operation, I don't kmow, or whether it
was a thing that occured to him that might be helpful and one about which he might
speak, I don't know. Of course there are a great many consumers' cooperative
organizations of one kind or another, especially in the Farmers' Union, with which
they provide methods of that kind very extensively in the South and West.

—k- I don't think I need to make any comment on the letter that came to me
from E. Y. Clarke That was published very extensively in the newspanrers before
it reached me, and when that is the case, of course, you know that the reason for
sending the letter to the President was in order that it might be published in the
newspapers, rather than for the purpose of securing any Presidential action. You
are all familiar with that method. I came into contact with it when I was Mayor

of Northampton, when I was Governor of Massachusetts, and it is still in operation.
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I don't mean by that, that when a letter comes to me that seems to require action,

H should disregard it because it had been published. Usually the sending of a
letter to me has some other expectation than any such action on my part.

-+ Fere is an inquiry as to whether there are any resignations in process
in the Cabinet. You can say that there is no foundation for any subh rumor. I
think generally you will be warranted in denying any such rumors. You don't have
to make any guesses. JSometimes I thought you dide If you guess that there isn't
any trouble in the Cabinet, you will find that usually you have been right.

A~ There wasn't any special significance yesterday to my conversation with
Generzl Dawes snd Mr. Young. They took lunch with us, General Dawes leaving im-
mediately after lunch and lir. Young staying a little while longer. The general
drift of the conference was that they did not know yet exactly what would be
required, and were prepared to study the situation and make the best recommendations
they can. That is somewhat vague and indefinite, but that seems to be the condition.

I have heard about the stock market speculations of Lieutenant Osborne
Wood. I knew something in relation to large firnancial transactions that he seemed
to be making, and knew the Secretary of War some time ago had called the matter to
the attention of General Wood, and I suppose Lieutenant Wood knew from the Secretary
of War that any activities of that kind had to be discontinued. Nothing has ever
come to my attention indicating any wrong doing, other than the generally bad policy
of any one who is in the position of Lieutenant Wood engaging in market speculations.

I have just spoken about the extension of the American coastwise laws to
the Philippines. The President has authority to make such extensions whenever he is

- satisfied that there is adequate service being rendered by American shipping. This

matter hus come to my attention once or twice, and I am going to have the War Depart-
ment make a survey of the shipping conditions in the Philippines to see if the
American ships furnishgd adequate service. Senator Jomes says that we do commerce
with the Philippines of about $100,000,000 a year, and about $50,000,000 of that is
carried in American ships, and that an extension of the Americsn coastwise laws would
give us the advantage of having the business of the other $50,000,000. I don't know
Just what that would indicate - whether it indicates we have sufficient shipping
there so that I would be justified in making a proclamation, or whether it indicates
that we are only doing half of the business, and therefore we are not yet in a

position to do all of the business. I don't know as it has any significance either
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way. It might. And of course I have also consulted the Shipping Board to get
their opinion about it. I should be very glud to secure all of that business for
the American merchant marine, and as I understamd it, the policy of the law requires
me to take appropriate action for securing it whenever that is possible.

Nr. President, if such a proclam=ztion were issued, would there be any
assurance that rates would not be raised, as the Philippines fear?

1 suppose that is in the hands of the Shipping Board. If we are carrying
half of the merchandise there now, that would indicate that our rates are accept-
able for at leest half of the merchandise. Now, it may be that we couldn't meet
the rates on some kinds of merchundise. That may be one reason why we are not do-
ing all of the business. Those are things that I would like to find out by irnquiry
from the Secretary of War and the Shipping Board.

/m inquiry also about the creation of a Department of Mines. I should
like to have that Department strengthened =nd made completely efficient. I don't
mean that there is any criticism on the present administration of it. I hsve no
doubt it is well administered in accordance with the present requirements of the
statute. I don't think I would want to favor making a separate Department of it
with the information I now have at hand. It may be that it ought to be in a
separate Department, but our reorganizattéon plan, as you know, rather contemplates
cutting down the different Departments, than making new ones, and in accordance
withtiii policy I should like to keep the Bureau of Mines and other bureaus as a
part of some of the present Departments. That doesn't mean much of anything more
than the name. It doesn't mean they would be under the Jjurisdiction of somebody

~ else. It means they are associated together. Probably they would be occupying the
same bullding =nd working in harmony.
*& I haven't any plans to visit various cities znd deliver speeches or
participate in special celebrations within the next month or two.
I can't make any amnouncement about shipring Board appointments now. I

have discussed that already.
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