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Januvary 4, 1924,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

Here is an inouiry about the appropriation for better Coast Guarddefences,
involving the giving of motor boats to the Coast Guard for their use, and the inquiry
asks whether General Lord has expressed any disapproval of this. No, he hasn't ex-
pressed any disapproval of it to me. I understand he is making a study of the plan
to see what best can be done to expedite it. I have talked with him about conferring
with other possessors of ships and merchant fleets, and the Navy Department, to see
whether they have any ships or bouts that can be purchased for use in this direction.
If they have, we might be able to save some money, and we might be able to get them
right awaye. ©So there is a twofold reason for it - one would be to expedite the work
and the other to make it more economic.

lr. President, will that hold up the estimates?

I don't know just what form the estimates are in. I think they went in
with my Budget message. 1 am not certain about that. It is my recollection that
was in the Budget. -General Lord is making a study of it for the purpose of seeing,
when it comes up for hearing, whether it can be hurried up and whether we can save
some money.e

How much ig involved lMr. President?

I think it was expected that some $10,000,000 or #15,000,000 was to be ex-

N

o

pended.

$20,000,000.

Well, I think a considerable part of that was for employment of extra
members of the Coast Guard.

Whether any consideration has been given to designating a Chairman of the
Tariff Commission for the coming year. No particular consideration has been given
to that. Naturally no other consideration,except when I camein, that the Chairman
was in the position and was serving well. My natural disposition would be, if there
wasn't any compelling reason to do otherwise, to leave the Chairman to serve.

An inguiry about the Tomako that was seized some time a2go. I haven't heard
anything about that since that date. My understanding is that it is before the
courts for adjudication. Whatever decision will be made , of course, will be satis-

factory to the Govermment.
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The British Govermment has just made some complaint about that, hasn't it?

I can't tell about that. The case will be before the Court, I suppose.

I don't think they have made any complaint, other than the inquiry. I think there
were inquiries made.

In view of the sale of arms and munitions to Mexico, will the President
please state the administration's policy? I don't know that any policy is involved,
other than to consider each case that might arise and trying to consider and decide
it on its merits. I don't think it involves anything further than that. Any friendly
Government might request opportunity to purchase a few muskets and a few rounds of
amunition. Of course the matter would be considered on its merits. It would be quite
& different proposition in selling a large amount of material that our Government
thought it was expected might be used for war purposes between one nation and another.
This is more z matter of demestic policy #Ad/than the carrying on of warfare.

Is that a matter for the consideration of Congress, lMr. President?

Of course, no action is taken on these matters without authority of law.

. Jo one would have any right to sell any property of the Government, unless the law

provided for it. It has been considered by Congress, and such authority, I under-
stand, exists.

Could you kindly tell us, Mr. President, what the totzl amount involved would

be in money?

No I can't tell what the amount is. ot a very large sum.

WVhether the propcsed 55ﬁ§¥£; rate compromise which is being discussed at the
Capitol would be acceptable. Well, I don't kmow what I can say about that exactly.
This is in relation to the tax bill that has been proposed by Mr. Mellon, and which I
endorsed and said I approved in its entirety, or words to that effect. That position
that 1 stated in my message, of course, is the one to which I still adhere, and I am

principle ’

opposed to any compromise with the ¥X¥X that has been stated in that bill. I don't
mean by that that it may not be necessary, as the result of hearings, to make some
slight changes and alterations, but I am opposed to making any changes that involve a
change of the principle of the rates of taxation that are provided for in the proposed
schedule. If that once is started at all, there would be no end to it, and the result
will be compromising the bill entirely out of existence. Any effort to proceed in

that direction might just as well meet with opposition in the beginning as at any other

time. I think very likely that will be the position that will be assumed by the
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Congress. Of course there will be a great many proposals for amendments and

changes. Perhaps I am putting more emphasis than need be on this inquiry.‘kE

learned a great while ago that a proposal for legislation, or even the introduction

of a bill that was not in accordance with sound policy wouldn't need any active op-
position from the executive, in order to prevent its adoption. The legislatures with
which I have had to deal huve usually been perfectly competent to take care of those
questions themselves without outside interferencee So that while there will be many
bills introduced into the Congress that I shouldn't want to approve or to take any
action about, or proposed amendments to legislation that is in and I wouldn't ap-
prove of, generally speaking I should not need to take action about that, because

the Congress will look after it.

*w That doesn't mean that you approve of a bill that doesn't meet your desires?
+.. Quite the contrary. I wouldn't approve of a bill because someone has pro-
posed an amendment that I don't approve of. I don't need to run out and send for the
Congress to come down here and become active in the oppositions I can depend upon the
Congress to take fairly sound action in relation to those.

I have already stated that I didn't kmow the amount that was involved in the
arms that Mexico is proposing to purchase, and I have nothing in mind regarding any
other action that our Government might teke. I think the morning papers had a very
good account of the proposals for the operation of the fleet. Now that really doesn't
mean & change in policy, except in one respect. It means operating in accordance with
the resclution that was adopted, I can't tell how long ago, but a considerable length
of time ago, by the Shipping Board. The present operation is very largely under the
Emergency Fleet Corporation, but when Mre. Farley came in he was made President of the
Emergency Fleet Corporation and that has tide it up, of course, more intimately with
the Shipping Board, and it is for the purpose of divorcing that more entirely, in
accordance with what Senator Jones thought was the policy of the law, that i$ is now
proposed that the President of the Fleet Corporation should be a2 man who is not on the
Shipping Board. OSo the plan goes on in a way the same as it did before, the only
change being that the President of the Emergency Fleet Corporation, which is a corpora-
tion organized under the laws of the District of Columbia, will not in the future be

F member of the Board, and the relationship, as I have explained it to you before and
to a number of people, will perhaps be a little more intimate, as between the Inter-

#tate Commerce Commission and the railroads. We have the Fleet Corporation running the
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United States Ships, and the private corporations are operating their own ships,

and the Shipping Board with more or less authority have direction of policy in

the fixing of rates, the laying out of routes, and so on, and jurisdiction over
both the Govermment owned ships and the private owned ships.

Do you still think, Mr. President, that it might be necessary for you to

| ask somebody on the Board to retire?

Not under this plan. That leaves the Board to function Jjust as it is

{ now constituted.
|

‘ You can't appoint any Chairman from the Interior?

i Well, I don't know that it will be necessary to appoint a Chairman from
the Interior. If I was of necessity going to try to find a man that was going to
| take charge of the running of the ships, I wasn't certain but I thousht I couldn't
find such 2 man in the Interior. If I couldn't, I wanted the chance to find one
on the Coaste

| This thing has changed the entire aspect, then?

No, this leaves it just as it is. It doesn't change really, but it puts

the whole proposition in & condition where to my mind I am not regquired to make any

change.

The Chairmanship?

No I haven't. MNr. O;Connor is the present Vice Chairman, and I judge he
will act until &fter a definite decision about that. The only thing that will be
left for me to do - the Fleet Corporztion chooses its President. It functions
somewhat through the Board, and that will take care of that. So that all that is
left for me to do is to find a suitable man in the Interior to make a member of
the Board.

Dees that mean that you are going to refer to the Senate the nominations
of lMr. Haney and Mr. Thompson after renominating them?

That is what has been done.

And then promote a member of the Board as Chairman, Mr. President?

Some member of the Board will be designated by me as Chairman. That
isn't a matter of much consequence. The Chairman of the Board only has one vote.
If I was obliged to find somebody that was going to be Chairman and run the fleet,
well of course I should have to look for a different kind of a man. I should say

it was a matter of very little consequence who happens to be Chairman.
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llr. President, there is still a vacancy on the Board?

Yes. Mr. Farley's retirement will leave a vamancy that I shall have to
fille The new appointee might not necessarily be the Chairman. I don't think
he will be the Chairman. He will be new.

This new plan will then curtail the activities of the Present Shipping
Board considerably?

Yes, in certain directionse.

In operation, etc?

Well in operation, yes. The sctivities will be curtailed some. Rut
in accordance with the resolutiog passed by themselves some time ago it is really
putting into effect their plan.

s that the M0-4 plan modified?

I don't think it has anything to do with that. Those details you will
have to get from them. It has nothing to do with that. MO-4 is the name that
is given to a certain contract that is entered into between the Govermment acting
through the Shipping Board, and those that lease the ships for operation.

I haven't had any report from the War Department about the adequacy of
shipping for the Philippine trade. Vhenever that matter is mentioned, I think
it always develops that there is & great deal of opposition to it in the
Philippines, from the people that live there, and whenever it has been investi-
gated I think it has developed that there wasn't adequate shipping there to fill
their needs, or at least they thought there wasn8t. It has been rather difficult
to tell them you can't have shipping except from the United States, when they
are insisting they want tc use ships from other countries. So it has never been
possible to do much in that direction..

An inquiry as to the nature of a conference with Mr. Breed (lMr. R. E.
Breed), and lr. R. We Stewart. They came in separately. They came in to tell me
that they had been pleased with my message to Congress. I don't think I had ever
seen any one of them before. I imagine they wanted to see what I looked like.

It may be that you have stimulated their curiosity.

N0I5R
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January 8, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper len.

Here is a desire for an expression of opinion from me as to whether I agree
with the attitude of Representative Longworthwho favors consideration of the tax bill
ahead of the bonus. Very naturally 1 should agree with whatever course he thought he
ought to pursue as a matter of legislative policy. He is our expert in that direction
and I am not, but aside from that, I do agree that it is highly desirable tc take up
the tax bill and secure its enactment at the earliest possible time for the good ef-
fect it will have on the country. Very naturally if they start to consider other
legislation before that is taken up, it will postpone the time when the tax bill will
be enacted. I don't mean by that that if it goes into effect it will reduce taxes

the next day, but I do mean that the effect will be very desirable and very helpful.

JP* An inquiry about the Cabinet meeting. We took up the guestion that has been

under consideration and been talked about in Govermment circles; that is the inability
of the Government to keep good men and high class individuals in their employment.

That is rather the natursl thing, as you would know from your own experience. People
g0 through the various grades and so on, both in private employment and public employ-
ment. Some of the young men that are here today will be the editors and proprietors
of newspapers in the future. ©OSo that probably some of the newspspers are complaining
that they can't keep high class newspaper men in their employ, that are hired out to
other occupations. Of course, that is the experience of every institution that has in
its employ people of high class ability and character. They are sought for by others,
and they graduate out. As I said to the Secretary of War, his Lieutenants become
Captains, his Captains Majors, and so on up, and that is what heppens in Government.
But there is, I think, a real need to consider a better scale of remuneration for

experts, because you can't carry on experiments and scientific investigation if your

{labor turnover in that dem rtment, or the employment turnover runs up to a very high

percentage. I think there is 2 very great need of paying experts in the Government,

on account of the higher scale that is prevalent outsidée of Government employment

perhaps, larger remuneration.

An inquiry about the Bok Peace Award. I haven't anything to add to what I

said in my message to Congress about that.
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An inquiry about the resolution or memorandum before the Shipping Board
which is understood to have been apnroved by the Executive before its submission
to the Board. I don't kmow that I can add anything to what I gave you at the last
conference. But I want to make this plain. I think I have referred to it once or
twice before, and that is especially my loyalty to the members of the Government
Boards and Commissions and serving under me in the Government. I want those people
to know that I am giving them my support. 1 want the Shipping Board to know that
I am giving it my support. 1 speak of that because I thought there was a little
wrong impression that I tried to remedy last Friday, - that this plan wasn't the
plan of the Shipping Board. It is exactly their plan. It isa't my plan except
that I am trying to adjust it for thems That had = resolution that was in effect
putting the control of the Shipping Board very largely in the hands of the
Emergency Fleet Corporation. That is where Senator Jones said it ought to g0, and
that is where the bill contemplated it should go. Under the present arrangement
of the Shipping Board, the President of the Emergency Fleet Corporation is also
Chairman of the Board. Ir. Farley was Chairman of the Board. He is going off.
We have some very excellent men in lr. Thompson and another man from Oregon, Mr.
Heney. Both are very excellent men that have had experience on the Board. I want
to retain thems I told you last Friday it was my purpose to appoint them. But I
withdraw their nominations in order that I might see whether it was necessary for
me to go to the Gulf or to the West Coast, possibly, to find a man that I wanted to
put in that was going to be Chairman. Now there may be some good man on the Board
that could take up the position of Chairman, so that I don't want to resort to that
anyway. Now, the only change that is contemplated is to rut in lir. Palmer as
President of the Fleet Corporation. The President of the Fleet Corporation is not
to be a member of the Board. Now the details of course I don't kmow about. I
don't have an opportunity to study into them or look at them. There was a resolu-
tion somewhat supplementary prepared that the Board was operating under, and I
gave it to Senator Jones to look at and take down to the Board. He is an expert
on those things, and I am not. He took it down. IJow the Board is considering how
to act upon the proposals in that resolution. I asked each one of the Board when
they were at the conference if they wanted to adopt this plan, and each one szid
they did, with the exception of one. The thing I especially want to correct is
the impression that this divests the Board of their powers. It isn't that at all.

It is the action of the Board themselves in employing the manager to get out the
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work. They can't divest themselves of their powers. They are imposed upon them
by law, and they must be responsible for them. They of course have authority to
say to the manager, "you go ahead and do this and we will ratify what you do.
The ianference is that if we don't like the things you do we shall either remove
you, or we shall say we will not permit you to function any longer." ‘Now what
I have been trying to do, as you can see, is to the present Board in
its integrity, and give them an opportunity to function in this way. That is what
Senator Jones thought out to be done, Senator Fletcher thought ought to be done,
Representative Graham, House Chairman, and Representative Edmonds. Mr. BEdmonds
is especially well advised in shipping matters. But I do want to say again that
this isn't any attempt to divest the Board of their power or authority, or to take
anything from them, but it is the action and plan of the Boszrd itself.

lMr. President, may I ask if the new Chairman of the Shipping Board will
take orders from the President of the Imergency Fleet Corporation, or will Admiral
Palmer take orders from the Shipping Board.

The orders would come from the Shipping Board. They are giving their
orders in passing the resolution, in telling the President of the Fleet Corporation
"you do these things for us. These are our orders." The same as when a private
concern employes someone to be its manager. The concern gives the orders to the
manager. If he doesn't function right they discharge him, or carry out their own
orders. Usually they discharge him.

I haven't heard anything more from General Lord asbout the purchase of
ships from the Shipping Board or the Navy for the use of the Coast Guard. I haven't
any expert opinion about the Garner tax program.*HThe general policy that was
attempted by the tax program that I have endorsed was that of undertakins to encourage
people as much as we could to make their investments in business enterprise, and not
put their surplus money into tax exempt securities. If I understand the Garner plan,
it doesn't meet that requirement at all, or mwewmxto a slicht degree. People that
apparently have a surplas income wouldn't under the plan have an opportunity to
invest it in private enterprise, so that I don't think it would encourage private
enterprise. It is very much more profitable for people to pay their own taxes, than

it is to kizxkex hire someone to collect their taxes and pay them into the Treasury

for them.
I have already spoken about the Shipping Board.

I haven't heard anything more about & loan to Germany that has not already
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been published. Negotiations, or it seems to me there had been a proposal made
by some German Bank, or perhaps it was a Netherlands Bank, that seemed to be
entirely feasible. o much so, that the matter had somewhat gone out of my mind.

There are no furthér steps that I now contemplate in relation to the
situation in Mexico, and no orders have been issued for any purpose in that respect
other than those already published. I don't think that our Government has received
the Austrian agreement to adjudicate claims of American citizens. It may have been
received in the State Department, but I have had no notice of it.

I don't know about any details of any other offer to purchese Muscle
Shoals. I think there were other offers. I am not acquainted with the details of
them.

Whether any representations are to be made to foreign Ambassadors and
linisters with respect to the restriction of the use of ligquor supnlies. I haven't
in contemplation anything of that kind. I don't know of any occasion for it. It
sometimes happens that some particular individual connected with some Embassy
doesn't carefully observe the requirements, and in that case there is action taken
in relation to the particular individual. It doesn't require any general
activity, or any general representationy, and I don't know of anything of that kind
that is pending now in relation to any individuals. I have seen it in newspapers
but I never knew what foundation they had. They were very guarded. I don't know
what might be behind them.

I don't mow of any answer that has been received from the British
Government with respect to the twelve mile l1imit proposal. I don't know just what

request has been made in that respect.
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Jaauary 11, 1924,
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper len.

Here is a small rumor, I don"& generally pay much attention to the
rumors because I know the press isn't interested in rumors, about Mr. Olsen of
North Dakota resigning in favor of lMr. Roy Frazier. That is a rumor that never
came to my attention. I guess you will be perfectly safe in saying it has no
foundation. It is nocthing I ever heard of. Mr. Frazier 1 met when he was down here.
He is interested in securing some agricultural legislation. I think he has gone back.
lr. Olsen I never happened to hear of. He is an internal revenue commnissioner. I
have no doubt he is a good one.

I don't know anything about Governor Gereral Wood returning to the U. S.
I don't think he has any intention of coming here, and I lcnovs-r of no reason why he
should come. I think any information that would be required from him could be sent
by him very easily, if any were needed.

I think nothing has been done about seleciing a Director of the Bureau of
Engraving and Printing to succeed Mr. Hill. That is being looked after by Mr.
ligllon, and I don't really know whether Mr. Hill's resignation is final or not.

I don't know that it isn't, nor do I know that it is. So I can't give you much of
any definite information about that.

I have three or four inquiries here about the Tariff Commission. I like
to keep in touch somewhat with the work of the Commissions, now that I have my mes-
sage out of the way, and I am giving a little more attention to administrative
features. I have had several conferences, as you know, with the Shipping Board to
try and see what we could do in the way of adopting a policy for them, and yesterday
I had a long conference with the Tariff Commission, in order that I might get a
better idea of their problems. They have pending before them a good many different
questions that go there from my office, and I wanted to see how they were getting
along, what progress they were making, and what their problems are. I do not feel
like giving out any information about that now. I think you can depend upon the
Tariff Board to make disinterested reports, and so to conduct their hearings and
make their decisions, that the results will meet with the approval of those
acquainted with the circumstances. I don't know of any member of the Board, I will
say here, that is financially interested in anything pending before the Board. I

don't know that there aren't several of the Board that may be. But I don't know of

any that are.
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Mr. President, is it your plan to have similar conferences with other
Boards?

I think I shall from time to time. I haven't adopted that as a definite
policy any more than I have stated before, that very likely as the work of legis-
lation comes on I shall want to give considerable attention to that. I just had
a conference with Senator Smoot relative to financial legislation - to see what the
prospect is. He reports it is encouraging, and I shall undoubtedly be in conference
with different members of the House and Senate to keep myself informed, and in that
way to see what I can do that might be of assistancey also any of the other Boards,
as their problems are brought to my attention.

Mr., President, will it be in order to ask whether Senator Smoot brought
any more encouraging report about the bonus, about the possibility of the Senate
supporting a veto?

I don't know that I would want to anticipate what I might do with legis-
lation that was brought to me. I have stated my position in relation to bonus
legislation in my message, - =

Mr. President, I was thinking more of what Senator Smoot brought in - =~

and I have enlarged somewhat on that in my budget message. ‘I'I don't believe
it is quite the thing for the executive to make public announcements that he would
veto certain legislation that might come to him in advance of its arrival here -
though there are certain inferences always of what might be done. You gentlemen are
very adroit at that.

A We might speculate on that, Mr. President.
v+ I don't need to stimulate you.

I haven't decided on the Chairmanship of the Tariff Commission for the
coming year. There are several very g£00d men on the Commission. I think any one of
them is well qualified to be Chairman. I believe they have adopted, on the Inter-
state Commerce Commission, the plan of rotation. One man is Chairman one year, and
another man the next year. It is a practice that has more or less merit in it, and
oftentimes might be a very helpful solution,

lr. President, would you care to say what the Cabinet discussed today?

/e discussed almost nothing this morning. I was taken up taken up

considerably in time by people that wanted to see me, so that I was about twelve
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minutes late getting in. I don't think we stayed in session very long.
Any resignations, Mr. President?

No, no Cabinet resignations. Ione of the Cabinet resigned this morning.

them were absent, and that was the reason why the session was so short.



Jauary 15, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the INewspaper Men.

JT‘ Here is an interesting inquiry on press reports from abroad, which
indicated belief among many Luropeans that American participation in the repara-
tions inquiry is the first step toward further entrance by the United States into
Buropean affairs. Iiy comment about that would be that it is very inaccurate,
The question is very inaccurate. I don't believe the public Jas the impression
that this inquiry would indicate. There is no entrance by the United States into
Zuropean affairs, and therefore there wont be any further entrance by the United
States into Buropean affasirs. It goes on to say "Can you say anything regarding
the work of llessrs. Dawes, Young and Robinson, and whether the Unit ed States may
participate further?®" Of course General Dawes, lMr. Youne and Mr. Robinson do not
represent the United States in any way. They represent the Reparations Commis-
sion« They are responsible to the Repcrations Commission and to them 2lone. The
United States Government has no connection with them. Their presence does not
indicate the first step on the part of the United States Government to enter
juropean affairs, and therefore do not contemplate any further step on the part
of the United States, if by United States that means the Government.

Another inguiry about the possibility of a loan to Germany br the War
Finance Corporation for the purchase of food. I think I have commented on that
two or three times. The last I knew there was a proposal being entertained by
the Reparations Commission tc permit a loan to be made to Germany, part of which
I understood was to be expended in this country and part somewhere else, and part
was to be tzken up in this country, and part somewhere else. I never knew what
decision was reached. It was necessary for them to give their approval of it,
otherwise the loan would be on top of the German reparations, and payment would be
very far in the future - very likely it wouldn't be much more than mere paper.
S0 that an attempt was made to get in under that, and I don't know what decision
has been made. Then after that I think there was some foreign banks that were
propesing to make a loan, which looked more practicable and encouraging, and more
immediately available. The last time I had any talk with Mr. Myer he spoke about

that and I never heard what decision had been made. It looked quite encouraging

at that time.
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As I have said before, lMr. Dawes and his associates you know, and the
public I think knows, went over there at the invitation of the Reparations Com-
mission, and the other members of the board are there by thej’ representation of
their respective Governments. .

‘T\ Mr. President, can you say whether the Reparations Commission pays their
expenses?

X I understand it dces, or else they pay their own. I don't know about
that. I should expect that they were paid by the Reparations Commission. Usually
the party calling in an expert, I found, has to pay his expenses.

I haven't any information from Mexico that would indicate any change
in the military fortumnes of the oprosing factions. I neverhad any detailed in-
formation about it, except in a general way that there was trouble going on dowmn
there. The extent of it, and so on, I never knew.

Here is an inquiry about a change in the Tariff Commission. I don't
kow as I can make any very helpful comment about that. The only think I can
require of any member of & Govermment Board or Commission is that they functios
in accordance with the requirements of the law. As 3omg as they do that, it is
my business to be satisfied with them, and they are entitled to approbation. If
they neglect that, and don't function according to statute, why them, of course,
they are subject to criticism. It is very often th-t differences of opinion arise
in Boards about things, and they sit down and talk it over, discuss it, and
usually amive at some workable solution, if each man keeps in mind his duty and
mekes his decision in accordance with what he thinks the situation requires.

It usually works out that they arrive at a solution.

Mr. President, do you think there will be some change needed in the
Constitation of the Board, having six members and having to make a decision on a
subject? It seems a difficult thing to do.

It seems a very practicable suggestion, if they should happen to divide
three to three, but there again it is not necessary, and probably that was the
reason why they were made a three and three board, rather than a five, or 7, or
9. It is because this is a fact finding Commiscsion, and each member would report
to me what he thought the facts were, and it isn't necessary that they should
agree. If they were to make a decision that affected some private interest, of
course it would be rather necessary that the decision be reached. Theoretically,
vhen a motion is made and the vote is three to three, or 10 to 10, the motion
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does not prevail, but for the sake of getting a rather better decision than that
it is usually customary to make Boards of an odd number, though Roards almost
always agree.with a fair unanimitye.

There is no name under particular consideration for an Ambassador to
Mexico, and no decision has been made about a successor to Victor Murdock, as a
member of the Federal Trade Commission.

There has been no positive decision, so far as I know, relative to the
purchase of Shipping Board and Naval Vessels by the Coast Guard for use in
Coast Guard, Intermal Revenue, and Customs enforcement.

An inguiry about the speech of General Dawes. I think I have already
indicated that, of course, what General Dawes suys doesn't indicate any policy
at all of the United States Government. He speaks with his own authority and as
the representative or the expert of the Commission - the Reparations Commissione
He doesn't represent the United States in any way.

I don't know of any difficulty about the collections from the Mexican
Government for the sale of munitions. I think they are beine carried out in ac-

cordance with the agreement made at the time.

Ho positive decision has been reached with respect to the several judges

I have already, I think, said that no positive decision has been made
about the member of the Shipping Bosrd that is to come from the Interior, or the
new Chairman.

That brings me back to the point of departure.

Anything in the Cabinet, Mr. President?

A very short session in the Cabinet, and no business taken up.
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January 18, 1924,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

Here is an inquiry about the lease of the Teapot Dome Naval 0il reserve.
That is under investigation, I think, by a Senatorial Committee, and of course no
action is contemplated by any other arm of the Government so far as I know. It
wouldn't be natural to fake any action until the Committee had made their investi-
gation, in order to find out whether anything develops that would appear to war-
rent any further investigation or action by any.other part of the Govermnment.

Also an inquiry about the present shipping problems I don't know that
we cen say that it is disposed of. There are several bills pending in Congress.
Iy own feeling about it is that the Chairman of the Committee in the Senate, Sen-
ator Jones, thinks that the present plan ought to have an oportunity to be
thoroughly tried. There is a bill pending, or will be pending, I think, which is
to be introduced by lir. Edmonds on the part of the House, who is the second man on
the Shipping Committee there. I think Senator FEdge has a bill. I don't know
whether there are any other bills or not. The shipping problem wont be disposed of
until the Jones bill is thoroughly carried out, which finally contemplates. a
private ovmership of the merchant marine. As I stated in my message, Wwe can't
carry that out under present conditions. The only thing I know of that can be
done is to go along as we are going.

%ﬂ I have here two or three inquiries about the tax bill. It is perfectly
evident that sentiment is in favor of tax reduction. It is not only of tremendous
strength in the country, but is growing stronger all the time. My position was
stated in my message to the Congress, and my position hasn't changed. I am in
favor of the administration's bill. I don't mean by that, that 1 expect that any
bill that is submitted will go through Congress without any change, or any amend-
ment, especially a bill like the one pending. But I am for the bill as it stands
at the present time. I think the support for the measure as it now is framed,
is growing stronger and stronger in Congress. They are having more and more Op-
portunity to study it, and I think they are coming more and more to see the wis-
dom of its provisions.

Here is an inquiry about the port of Tampico, that has been declared
under blockade. From any information I have, I am not expecting any difficulty

on that account.
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An inquiry also about the passage of lexican troops across American
territory. It is my information that New Mexico and I think Arizona have given
consent ﬂﬁ of their Govermments to the passage of lMexican troops, but that the
Acting Governor of Texas thought that such passage throuzh Texas territory might

%
incur some danger. Of course, the opinion of the Governor there would be
respected, and unless the local authorities, I mean by that the Govermment, state
authorities, want to give their consent, our Government would notify the Govern-
ment of liexico that it seemed expedient to have troops pass through Mexico.
Whether that would be refused, or changed at all, when the Governor gets home,
Idon't knows It may be that the Acting Governor simply didn't want to take the
responsibility of making an affirmative decision, and is awaiting the return of
the Governor.

o final decision has been made about the extension of coastwise ship-
ping laws to the Philippines. A good many difficulties are in the way. I should
be exceedingly loath to take action in that respect that was very much opposed
by the Philippine Government, or by the Filipino people. I recall that some of
our own difficulties in colonial days resulted from the fact that our people
were very much embarrassed by the restrictions that were put upon their shippinge.
While I am exceedingly anxious to build up the American Merchant larine, I shouldi't
want to do so in a way that would imperil the friendly feeling of the people of the
Philippines for America. I don't think that would be profitable or helpful. We
mmﬂ;ﬁﬁf their friendship, their commerce, and their cooperation, and in order to
secure that, of course, we would have to take very largely into account their desire.
If it is & wise thing to do, deliberation and discussion on their part will reveal
that to them, and they would join in wishing to have it done. I am very loath to
impose upon them something they don't want to have,

An inguiry as to whether there will be a representative of the farming
interests to fill the vacancy on the Shipping Board. What I want is some one
that will represent that region that is ordinarily known as the agricultural region,
though it has very large industries besides agriculture. I am hopeful to find a
man that would represent that region. It may be he would be a farmer, or he might

be a transportation man or a business man of some kind, but it must be some one, if

I can possibly find him that does really represent the great interior region of the

United Statese
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An inquiry about the visit of Mr. A. W. Harris of Chicago, I am not
exactly certain, but I think that his house has a Boston branch, or rather that his
headquarters is in Boston. I think he is of the firm of . W. Harris and Co.,
though of thét I am not quite sure. I am rather confirmed in that opinion, because
an old friend of mine, who is connected with that firm in Boston, named Weeks, came
in with him. I understood they were both to go to Boston. It wés merely a personal
call, lir. Harris coming in to call on me and being presented by Robert Weeks. He
lives in Brookline and is connected with the Harris firm in Boston.

u*- Whether I believe that this is an opportune time for a renewal of the
invitation to France to inaugurate negotiations for the refunding of France's debt
to the United States. I am not in touch with the details of that situation any
more than you, and in fact any of the general public that may be following it.

It is in the hands of the Debt Funding Commission, and I should want to consult
them before giving any positive opinion about the present situation. I judge,
though, that it has been their view that the present isn't an opportune time, on
account of the difficulties that our prevailing in Europe.
I have already referred to the Senate investigation of the naval oil lease.
I have already referred to the passage of lMexican troops, and the tax bill.
I hope to be able to send in some nominations of judges by the first of
next weeke There is no present foundation for the suggestion that William Phillips
may be appointed the American Ambassador to Italy. I don't kmow of any such thing
being in contemplation. Mr. Phillips is a very fine man. He is a good man to
represent America anywhere. I think he was former lMinister to the Netherlands.
I should be sorry to lose him from his present position, which ranks, of course,
next to a Cabinet position in the service of the present State Department.
Did anything hapven at the Cabinet Meeting?

,*—- I was going to speak about that. We had considerable discussion about the
difficulties that are arising in the northwest on account of the closing down of
some banks up there, and we are making plans to see what we could possibly do to
relieve that situation. The Federal Reserve Banks and the TFederal Reserve Board are
going to do what they can. I have been in conference with Comptroller Dawes about
it, and the War Finance Corporation stands ready to be of any possible assistance.
The situation is serious, though not desperately so. They have a great many banks

in the northwest that are guite different from what we understand as a bank in the
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east, and with very small capital. I was astonished to find they had one bank

for about every eight hundred people, which puts a good deal of a burden on

eight hundred people to support a bank, but whether they have been wise in having

+hat number, I don't know, and I am very anxious to relieve them by furnishing
sdditional credits. MNr. Dawes has been in communication with WifJf banks in
Chicago and with the Twin Cities. IIr. Meyer also is working in the same direc-
tion. I think they have a plan by which they can finance the troubles up there
and get the matter straightened out as speedily as possible. I haven't any
figures on the matter. There is = large bank in Sioux Falls, I think the Sioux
Falls Savings Bank, that is the correspondent of quite a lot of other banks
around there, and has their deposits and keeps for them their legal reserve. It
is to relieve that situation and take care of the needs of those banks that had

deposits there that Mr. Dawes and lir. lleyer are especially solicitous.
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Jamary 22, 1924,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

1 had a conference yesterday with members of the House Committee on
Agriculture. That was particularly in connection with that portion of my message
to the Congress on agriculture which is as follows:

"Diversification is necessary. Those farmers who raise their

living on their land are not greatly in distress. Such loans as

are wisely needed to assist buying stock and other materials to

start in this direction should be financed through a Government

agency as a temporary and emergency expedient.”

There is a bill pending before the Committee that is based on that principle, and
I conferred with the Committee to see what would be necessary to assist in the
passage of that bill. I am very much in favor of the principle that the bill
represents, and conferred to see what possible safeguards we might throw around
it in order to be certain that money that was used for this purpose would be
solely for the benefit of the farmer, and not leave him in a position where he
might be foreclosed by other creditors at any time, and so have the efforts of the
Government to help him out be entirely dissipated.

4. I haven't any recent information about the South Dakota bank situation..l
As I think you already kmow, Mr, Meyer. and lMr. Dawes have started for that region,
stopping yesterday I think in Chicago, in order to organize the banks there for
the purpose of seeing what additional credit facilities could be secured and what
help they could carry from that region to those banks that are now in distress
in North and South Dakota. I haven't had any report from either one of them, s0
I haven't any information as to what they accomplished at Chicago. Of course the
Government will do everything it can do to relieve that situation, and that is
substantially all the declaration I can make about it.“"l don't want to have it
said in the press that the Government can cure an incurable situation, or that
vhere losses have been made through depreciation of property and loans have been
found to be insecure and uancollectible it is possible for the Government to take
action that will remedy all that. The Govermment can't do that, but it will assist
in any way in which it can assist to furnish adequate credit facilities, or credit
that may be needed at the present time, but of course nothing in the way of under-
taking to replace losses that have already accrued; thouch its action might help
very greatly to retrieve losses perhaps by an extension of credit to put the

debtor in a position where ultimately he would meet his demands in full.
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Judge Gary of the Steel Corporation came in and I conferred with him
about the abolition of the twelve hour day, which the Steel Corporation has put
into eperation. I asked him about the financial effect of it, and he said that
it increased the cost of their production about ten percent. They hope that
through improvements and inventions and better operation they would gradually
work that off, but that was the immediate effect of increasing the cost of their
production by about that amount. Perhaps that is one of the things that might
be remembered when we find we have to pay high costs for manufactured articles.
We can't have good conditions for everybody without paying the price. If we
are going to have an eight hour day and high wages, which of course we all want
to have, we must remember that in order to have it we must be prepared to make
something of a sacrifice for ite I think we ought to do it. But we ought to
do it uncomplainingly, and we ought to do it without undertzking to assess the
blame in some other direction where there is no fault.

An inquiry about an invitation that I have had to go to Indiana. The
Purdue University, I think, is celebrating its 50th Anniversary next spring,
and they have extended to me an invitation to come there some time in lay.

I haven't much idea whether I can go or not. I would like to go, but naturally
50 long in advance it is impossible for me to make any decision at the present
time.

Also an inquiry about the participation of sailors in prize fights at
Vadison Square Gardens. That matter was called to my attention. It has been
customary to have boxing in the Navy, and I suppose in the Army, and that un-
doubtedly will be continued; but I have taken this matter up with the Secretary
of the Navy and he will issue an order prohibiting in the future anything like
the contest that took place in ladison Square Garden not so very long ago, which
was in the nature of commercialized rather than amateur boxing by men that hap-
pened to be in the Navy. I couldn't just indicate the line on which the order
will be given, but that will be the general theory of it.

I have a question here that suggests that I ought to make a suggestion

to you about the details of what the Govermment may do to assist the banks in the

northweste You ousht to apply to the office of the Comptroller of the Currency

about that.
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Here is an inquiry too about the Murphy-Coulter plan for diversification.
I have already indicated that that is the bill to which I referred. It is my desire
to support the principle of that bill. It is in accordance with the recommenda-
tion that I made in my message to the Congress.

The Mexican situation was only discussed incidentally. Mr. Huches said
that the troops were passing through in accordance with what was already known,
and that there seemed to be no particular development in Mexico, other than what
has already been given to the public.

The tax bill was also discussed in the Cabinet meeting, as I am reminded
by an inquiry here. Of course it isn't possible for me to forecast what action
will be taken by the Congress on any measure, without a most careful and accurate
survey, and I can't give any oplnion as to what action is likely to be tzaken on the
tax bille It is still before the Committee, and my position is the same as that
vhich I disclosed in my message to the Congress, - of being in favor of this bill
as it stands and opposed to modifications of it, or the making of any fundamental
change.;?i suppose it is notorious that no bill which is presented to the Concress
ever goes through without amendments, and undoubtedly there will be amendments to
thise I am not speaking now of fundamental changes in the bill, but perfecting
amendments. Those are to be expected always, but I know of no reason for making
fundamental changes in this bill, if the desire be to improve the measure. If any
one is animated with a desire not to improve it, or has in mind some other result
than a reduction of taxation, why then he might want to change this bill.

Mr. President, would a figure between fifty and twenty five be regarded as
a fundamental change in the bill?

I think so - a change in the surtax rate.

I don't want to have any misunderstanding of my position. I am in favor
of the bill and opposed to fundamental changes in itst Perfection amendments, of
course, it goes without saying are not opposed. But I am opposed to making funda-
mental dhangas.'f'

IIr. President, what will your attitude be if they should make fundamental
changes in it?

I don't think my attitude will change. I am opposed to their making

fundamental changes. I can't tell what I might do with a bill that micht come before
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me, of course.

A request here about the extension of the coastwise laws to the
Philippines. There has been no formal report to me from the War Department about
thate I am not contemplating any immediate change in the present situation.

I have here several inguiries about the Teapot Dome. As I indicated
at our last conference, that vhole question is under most careful and searching
investigation by the Senatorial Committee. The Department of Justice at my
direction went there yesterday to observe and to see what the evidence might
disclose, on account of certain rumors which came to me. That is all that can be
done at the present time - to observe the course of the investigation up there
and to proceed in accordance therewith. I don't suppose it needs to be stated
that if any irregularities are disclosed, or any misdeeds on the part of any
one, they will be subject to investigation b y the Department of Justice, and
such action taken as the laws of the country require. I want it to be under-
stood in making that statement that I am not making any accusations against any
one, or have any opinion about the outcome of the investigation. Rumors and so
on are flying around. Of course, wherever that occurs those people are summoned
in before the Committee and asked to give their evidence. It may be that before
the Committee finishes those hearings that discrepancies and so on that now exist
will be completely cleared up. But in the meantime the Department of Justice
will watch the situation and be prepared to take vwhatever action is warranted by
the national laws. That observation applies generally. As I have already stated
at previous conferences, I can't indicate that the Department of Justice is pro-
ceeding against this man, or that man, or the other. To do that would probably
tend to dry up sources of information that would be necessary to have as evidence.
You know evidence is very difficult to secure. It has to be done by secret
investigations, and the Department of Justice I imagine, and of course I myself,
if I happened to know about those things, couldn't disclose them other than to
say that an investigation of any alleged wrong doing will be made; and the
direction it is taking, or anything of that kind, necessarily has to be withheld.
Otherwise, it would defeat the ends of justice.
+h I don't think I have anything especially to say regarding the reported

death of Lenine, other than what would occur to anybody, - that he cast a good

deal of influence over the destinies of Russia for a considerable length of time
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gnd it would be very unbecoming of anyone in the Government of the United States
toundertake to meke any criticism of a man in his position having passed away.
et us hope that the work he did, though it is difficult to see Jjust how it d4id,
worked for the benefit of Russis and for the betterment of civilization.

f- I don't foresee any change, answering an inquire here, that may be
prought about in the Russian policy of the Unit ed States by reason of his passing
avay. <That would depend upon what happens. If the policy there should be changed,
it would change our policy. If it doesn't change, ours will not. My attitude
toward that was set out, of course, in my messare to the Congress.

I think that covers all the questions that I have.




Jamary 25, 1924,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lien.

Here is an inguiry about some Cabinet meetings in 1921 and 1922, I don't
recall that the proposal to make the lease of 0il lands was ever discussed in the
Cabinet, before I became President. I don't say that it wasn't. But I don't
recall. I think I should have recalled, had it been discussed at any length , or
been referred to.

lr. President, were you present at all of those meetings?

Substantially all. Of course I was away in the summer of each year and
once in a while I would be away speaking somewhere. I was away in August, 1921,
and August and September 1922. Oometimes I would be out of town om a trip to
Chicago, or St. Louis, or somewhere.

Here is another inquiry about the recognition of the Russian Government
by the British Labor Govermment. That has not been done yet, though I saw a.report
in the morning paper, 1 think, that it was expected that the Labor Government would
recognize the Russian Govermmente. I don't know that that would have any effect
on the action of the United States Govermment as to its recognition of Russiae.

The executive end of the Government you know gets foreclosed eometimes by the
legislative end, even on those things that the executive end alone has consti-
tutional authority to act on. I think there is pending in the Senate an investi-
gation of the question of whether the Russian Government ousht to be recognized.
Something may develop there that will produce information that would be ccntrol-
ling. The investigation is in such hands that I know that whatever develops
there will be pertinent to the subject. So that I think at present I am disposed
to wait and see what that investigation may develop. I don't know of any
developments that Bave taken place since my message to the Consress that would

in any way change the position that I took in the message. My podéition there was
plains I don't know of any development since that would change that position.

An inquiry about the conference on the Dakota banking situation.

That will be called at once. I am not certain that the call hasn't already gone
outs The Secretary of Agriculture and the Secretary of Commerce are looking
after that for me and coanferring with the Federated Farm Bureau and the United

States Chamber of Commerce to get sugsestions from both of those quarters of
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persons that ought to be called to the conference. It will be a small con-
ference, but representative of the banking interests, the loaning interests,
real estate mortgage loan companies, insurance companies, transportation
interests, the railroads, and anyone that we think might have any general informa-
tion about the situation which would be helpful.

I have an inquiry here about the progress of the criminal investigations
ia the Department of Justice. Of course, if I had any information about that, and
I haven't any, it would probably be imppoper for me to disclose it. Very likely
as I had occasion to say before, it would defeat the ends of Jjustice.

Here is an ingquiry about the tax bill. My observation about that is that
as it comes to be better understood, and as the proposals for changes come to be
better understood, that the administration's bill is getting more and more support
both outside the Congress and inside of it. So that I think the prospect for a
substantial agreement on that bill is getting better and better. That is my opinion.
It may be wrong, but that is the best opinion I have. It is not my purrose to try
and make it a partisan measure for the purpose of claiming credit for ite. Credit
for it will go to those that vote for it, and I should welcome support for it from
anyone that wants to vote for it, and be glad to extend credit to any one that wants
to support it. But my general opinion is that it is going along all right. It
isn't a2 matter that can be worked out at once,to give figures on what the result
would be of a2 proposed tax bill, by the Treasury Dept. It is a long and detailed
operation, but I think when they come to give out the figures on other proposed
bills it will be found that the results on those proposed bills are not such that
any one would think that they coulgisupported, after they study the proposed
administration bille As I smy, they are going to come more and more to the con-
clusion that it meets the requirements.

I haven't made up my mind about the Chairmanship of the Shipping Board.
I am waiting, of course, to see if the three names that I submitted yesterday for
membership on the Board are conformed.

I have here a number of inquiries about the Senate investigation into
the 0il leases. My position about that is as already indicated, that the Dept.
of Justice is observing the course of events there and will very carefully review

any testimony and take whatever action is necessary to protect the interests of

the United States, and to punish any infraction of its laws. There seems to be
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two questions. I have already indicated theme One, and perhaps the most
important is to undertake to punish and bring to justice anyone that is guilty
in this situation in any way that is a violation of the criminal laws of the
United States. Now I don't want to be understood as jumping at any conclusion.
I am very loath to believe that any one has been guilty of any criminal intent,
but it is very evident that evidence has already been given up there that requires
explanation. It requires investigation, and it points toward a criminal action.
That of course will be investigated by the proper authorities to see whether any
¢riminal action will lie. You can't start a criminal action on mere rumor. It
requires, of course, substantial evidence.which can be produced before a Grand Jury
and which can remixxy later be produced at trial. That will be taken care of, it
goes without saying, if anything of that kind appears. The other métter is to see
vhether the United States suffered any injury by leasing these o0il lands. That is
a separate question and while it might be of considerable importance financially,
it isn't the main question here. The main question is whether there has been any
criminal wrong doing. If the lease that has been made doesn't seem to be a2 proper
one, why of course, appropriate action would be taken either for its ammulment -
I don't kmow of any other action that could be taken. In either instance every
proper action will be taken to protect the rights of the United States and its
property, and to protect the citizens of the United States against criminal wrong
doing.

I didn't know that any work had been stopped in the naval oil reserves.
I am very sure that if that has been stoppped it has been stopped by those that hold
leases there, 1f that is the meaning of this question. I am certain the United
dtates Government has taken no action in that direction.

Admiral Palmer called today merely to report to me that he was apparently
getting on well with his shipping operations. I haven't heard anything from

Comptroller Dawes in relation to his trip into the northwest.
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Jamiary 29, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper len.

De. of
I have here an inquiry about s petition from the/Columbia Typographical

Union, Noe. 101, recommending the removal from office of Public Printer Carter. It
is my recollection that the suggestion in that petition was that he should be re-
moved because he isn't qualified to hold the office. That was something on which

I didn"t have time to look up the law myself in connection with it, so that I sent
it to the Department of Justice to get a report from them as to whether the 2llega-
tion in the petition was correct. I think the claim was that the law required that
a practical printer should hold this position, and the statement or inference was
that NMr. Carter not being a practical printer was therefore disqualified.

Another inquiry as to whether the direct use of Federal funds is con-
templated in the consideration of relief measures for the banks of the northwest.
I am not quite certain what the question means, but according to my interpretation
of it, I don't think the direct use of Federal funds is contemplated. There are
two plans under consideration, or perhaps a combination of the two. One is for
relief by the Federal Reserve Banking System, and the other is 2 relief measure
by a combination of different moneyed interests to provide some capital and a
local organization for administering relief, and they of course could be assisted
financially by the War Finance Corporation. That is the plan that the War Finance
Corporation has adopted right along, of lending money to the banks, or lending
money through some local organization. Otherwise the War Finance Corpofation
would have to have such a large staff in the field itself, necessarily of men
that were acquainted with local conditions, that before they could get an organ-
ization the acute need for relief would probably have passed and the opportunity
for relief would be gone.

I haven't any list of the men that were invited to the farm conference
next week. This matter to which I have just referred is one of the problems
that will be taken up in that conference. A list of those to take part could be
secured either from Secretary Hoover or Secretary Wallace, or both, should any

one want them.

I have quite a good many inguiries about the o0il leases. I have

covered that as well as I could in my conference with the press last Friday,

00179 ;%



2e
and in my more exact statement that I gave out Saturday night. So that I think
the press and the public are informed that 1 am attempting to accomplish two
things. First, and the more important to me because in a way it involves the
integrity of the Govermment, is the investigation of the violation of the criminal
laws and action against any who have been guilty of such violations; and the second
is an investigation as to the legality of the o0il leases that have been made, and
action for the recovery of the property. Those are the two things that are to be

investigated and acted upon, and all the other inquiries that I have here I think

are subsidiary to those two important questions. On those two I have made my
position as plain and clear as I know how to make it.

There is pending, which leads me to another guestion that I Inve here -
I have an inquiry about the reason for the conference last evening with some of
the members of the Senate. That was in relation to the matters pending before the
Senate and as to the form of proposed action, in order that it might work in
harmony with the plans that I had, and that those who are trying to promote this
action in the Senate might be taking action that was running along parallel lines
with mine. I do not recall that the legality or other phases of the naval reserve
lease policy was ever discussed in the Cabinet prior to the making of the leases.
As 1 dndicated at a previous conference, it might have come up at some time when
I wasn't there, or it might have come up some time when I was there, but I have
no recollection of it. I think very likely I should recall it. I recall some
discussion about it on the floor of the Senate after the leases were made, and
after that I think it was referred to in the Cabinet rather casually snd in a way
of explaining some questions that had been raised on the floor of the Senate.

Is it proper to ask if the Executive had any advice from the legal Depart-
ment of the Government concerning the legzlity of these leases? I mean since the
controversy?

That is exactly what I am employing the special counsel to do, - to give
me advice about that and direct me as to what action ought to be taken. I haven't
had any legal advice about it.

lMr. President, would you care to express your views specifically on the
Senate resolution cslling for Secretary Denby's resignation?

No, I don't care to discuss that.

I have not reached any decision about the Judgeship for the southern
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district of California.

Of course the whole reason for employing special counsel is to find out
vhat the legél ri;ﬁts of the United States Government are, then to see that those
rights are enforced.

Here is another question relative to my formal statement on Saturday even-
ing that I said there was a precedent for the employment of special counsel entirely
separate from the Department of Justice. The matter that I had specially in mind
was the employment of now Secretary Hughes by President Wilson to investigate some
charges that were made in relation to the manufacture of aircraft during the War.
I was pronosing to proceed on the same plan that President Wilson proceeded under
in those cases, - perhaps to carry it further if it is found that circumstances
warrant it.

Mr. President, has any report been received from the Interior Department
as to the wisdom of the leases?

To me?

Yes, sir.

No. XNo report made to me. Of course it must be kept in mind that this
investigation is being carried on by the Senate and up to the time that the sug-
gestion came that there was grave suspicion of corruption there was very little
question I think being made about the wisdom of the leases. O0f course when the
question of corruption or fraud comes up that vitiates everything and throws a
question over the entire transaction and puts a very different light on it from
that in which it was viewed before the question of fraud or corruption arose, and
that is the reason why I have never made any inquiry about the validity of the
leases. That question will now come up, of course, because the United States
Government quite naturally will want to recover any property that may have been
disposed of if it was in any way tainted with fraud or corruption. My statement of
Saturday night was clear and definite that I provose to take action for those
purposes, and to have action taken in the courts.

Here is an inquiry about the 0il pollution. I do not think that I had
in mind when I wrote my message anything in relation to land plants. I was think-
ing merely of the pollution of coastal waters. 1 don't mean by that that I am

objecting to the inclusion of land plants within the provisions of a Bill, AT
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legislation of that kind is necessary, but that was not brought to my attention at
that time, and while my language perhaps may be broad enough to include it, I didn't
kow about it and so there wasn't a conscious reference. If I had known of any
trouble of that kind that warranted remedy by legislation by the United States, very
likely 1 should have included it.

No decision has been made about the avpointment of the Shipping Board Chair-
man, and I don't think it will be made until the nominations that I have sent to the
Senate for the three members of the Shipping Board are confirmed.

1 am not in a position yet to announce the names of the special counsel that
I shall employ because if the bill goes through requiring that they should go to the
venate for confirmation, necessarily and probably I should have to confer with
Senators from the states where they were to be appointed, and a conference of that
kind mieht change my plans.

I have already said that so far as I could recall, the makine of the leases
ws not considered by the Cabinet before they were concluded.

Do you have any objection to the questicn as to whether you expect any
frouble getting the counsel?

I don't think so. 1 believe 1 shall be able to pick out a couple of men,
e democrat and one republican.

Is it a requirement of law, Mr. President, that they should be confirmed
by the Senate?

No. The Senate is proposing a bill that has that as one of its provisions,
id should that be so, of course then I should want to confer with the Senators. In
the Hughes case, he was made a Special Attorney General, which I had expected to do
In these cases.

Will these men to be appointed be dependent on the machinery of the Dept.
of Justice in the prosecution of these cases?

No. I have asked for an aprropriation of money, and that appropriation has
tlready gone through the House, so I don't think they will be dependent upon anything

bt themselves.
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J February 1, 1924,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lien.

Here is an inguiry about a proposed loan to liexico. This is the first
I have heard of any such loan. It is supposed to be 2 loan by private interests,
American financiers. No proposals of that kind have come to my attention, so
I don't xnow that there is anything I can say about the matter. I thought that
llexico was in process of repaying and refinancing some ot its current obligations,
rather than in process of borrowing money. This is a new proposition to me.

I don't know of any plan to send lMarines to Honduras in connection with
election difficulties there. I should think that such action would, of course, be
very unusual, and I don't know of any occasion for the United States doing anything
of that kind. Of course we have peculiar rel:stions with some of the Latin republics,
and there may be some treaty obligation of some kind or another, but I don't have
aﬁy in mind.

g I don't think that American warships are retained in Mexican waters at the
request of the Govermments of Great Britain, France and Holland. I never heard of
any such report. They are there, as you know, in order that there may be protection
at hand for American citizens, or as places of refuge for imerican citizens that
might need to come away, and in order to keep commmnications open.in case any dif-
ficulty should arise on land and our consuls would not be able to communicate through
the ordinary means with the Govermment here in Washington.

I don't think there is any contemplated sale either of machine guns or
bayonets, or any munitions,of any kind, pending to Mexico. But about that I have no
specific informatiocne.

Here is an inquiry about stopping the sale of Treasury Savings Certificates
in the northwest. Those certificates were put out in order that people themselves
might deal directly with the Government,for the purpose of encouraging thrift, and
with the expectation that ultimately such action would bring deposits in the banks.
Reports came that people were drawing their money out of perfectly good banks and
investing in savings certificates in a2 way that threatened to jeopardize the banks
and make it very inconvenient for them by tsking their deposits. I understand that
the Treasury Department, vhich was acting in this instance through the Post Office
Department - the sales being made throush the Post Office Department - thought it

was better temporarily to discontinue sales in some localities.
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No final decision has been made about the counsel in the o0il leases.
Mr. Strawn is in town and I have had a chance to tzlk with him of course. Mr.
Gregory is on his way here from Texas. I haven't had a chance to talk with him
and have been waiting until he reaches here, when I expect to do so. 7The reasons,
of course, for conferring with him is to see whether he had any connections that
would make it inappropriate that he should act for the Governmment in these cases.

I have considered in only a casual way the reappointment of the two
Cormissioners of £he District of Columbia. I think a committee of the Chamber of
Commerce waited on me one time and brought in a2 resolution endorsing the two
Commissioners that are now in office. Whether there will be endorsements of
others, I can't say. 1 think I have heard mentioned one or two others, but I
haven't given it any special attention. I don't contemplate calling a meeting
of the Arlington Memorial Bridge Commission in the immedizte future. I haven't
given very much thought about continuing the Ball Rent Act. That Commission
called on me one time and from what fhey told me I thought it was probably desir-
able thet the Commission should be continued. From somé representztions that have
been made to me by others, I don't feel so certain about it. It seems to me
that there are at least five hundred vacant apartments in Washington at the present
times I couldn't give an opinion that would be of very much value without getting
the evidence before me. Of course the Rent Commission is a temporary expedient.
It was one of those things that was provided in order to take up the difficulty
that aig:eoix/the crowding during the War. We want to get back to demand and supply
as soon as we can, and just 2s soon as the building in Washington warrants it, I
feel that ought to be done. On the other hand the Government here owes or has
rather a peculiar duty to the City of Washington, because it has here so many
persons who are directly employed by the Government, and unless it has some juris-
diction over the amount of rent that they have to pay and is able to help them in
some way, the question immediately arises as to what additional wages and so on
ought to be paid themy, - a question of their compensation. So that there is a
reason why conditions in the City of Washington are somewhat different than they
would be in any other localitye.

I have another inquiry about diplomatic relations with Honduras, and re-
questing a statement about what was said yesterday in the State Department. I hadn't
heard anything about the difficulty in the Honduras until these questions came to

me, s0 I am not able to give any information either about any trouble there or any
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of the different factions. I should presume the United States wouldn't take any
action unless it is required under the terms of some treaty, and that I don't know
about.

I have heard about a proposed treaty with Panama in regard to the building
of roads and construction of bridges, and so on, but I don't Xmow anyvthing about the
negotiations. I know that negotiations are pending aboﬁt that, but I am not able
to give any specific information about it. I have indicated once or twice before
that while sometimes a sort of a synopsis is given out about treaties, it is the
duty of the Executive and the State Department also to submit treaties to the Senate
before the text is given out, because they are always considered in the secrecy of
the Senate and the Senate has authoritative power to remove the injunction of
secrecy, which they sometimes do by passing an order.

Y I am very much disturbed to hear of the illness of President Wilson. I
met him most pleasantly when he returned the first time from France and landed at
Boston, where a public reception was tendered hime I made an address in which I
extended the welcome of the Commonwealth, and I have always recalled with a good
deal of feeling that when I was chosen Governor the second time, through he was
very ill, he sent me a message of congratulation. So that learning of the prob-
able nearness of his end, it is a matter that touches me deeply. }(

Anything at the Cabinet, lMr. President?

No, there wasn't anything of particular imvortantance discussed there.
There was only one matter of consequence taken up, and that will be a matter which
will be given out by the State Department within a day or two. It was a communica-
tion from a foreign Govermment with the suggestion that when it be given out they

be notified, so that it could be given out there simul taneously.
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February 8, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspeper llen.

I will take up first the matter of Mr. Brewer's report relative to the

Bureau of Engraving and Printing. I learned within a month or six weeks after I

became President that he was making an investigation, and that he had discovered a
mmber pf peculiar things. I wasn't able to give personally the necessary gLféf

time for a careful investigation of it, so I called Charles G. Washburn of Worcester,
i2sse, and who was formerly a Congressman for seversl years., He is a well known

lawyer and business man. I wanted him to go over the matter with Nr. Brewer. lr.
Jrewer had not then finished his investigation, and ¥r. Washburn recommended that he
e given until the 15th of January to finish his investigation, at which time he was
to make a r.eport, which lir. Brewer made. Iir. Washburn looked at it and conferred with
ir. Brewer, and suggested that it be referred to the Treasury Department in order to

| s¢e whether they had explanations for many of the seeming discrepancies that were
repor:ced by lir. Brewer. Of course I had talked with Mr. Mellon about it. He thought
frat they had explanations for the discrepancies that had appeared. I didn't know
exactly what the discrepancies were, except that they related to a seeming duplication
of bonds« So the report of Mr. Brewer was sent to the Treasury Department for that
prpose. As I understand it, when the Treasury Department requested that he turn over
to them certain exhibits that he had, duplicate bonds and duplicate coupons and so on,
Ihe refused to do that. LMreBrewer went to court seeking some kind of a process to
rstrain someone, in order that the evidence might be preserved. I think I have now
rlated the circumstances to you and mv connection with it. My position is that I
tented Mr. Brewer's charges thoroughly sifted, feeling that if the Treasury Department
wsn't able to explain the discrepancies that he found, then his report should be taken
p for action by the Department of Justice. I am really at a loss to know why Mr.

iever resorted to court action when I was doing all I could. The Dept. of Justice

i the Treasury Department were to consider the charges which he was making, with a
é‘iew to answering them where they could be answered, and with the view on my part of
Fiaking appropriate action on any that could not be answered.

lir. President, has the Treasury Department made any cnswer to the various

*harges ?
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They haven't. Ths.ay haven't been able to. No specific answer yet. They
haven't been able to get the evidence that lir. Brewer has - some supxiezte bonds =nd
somé coupons that he thinks are duplicate, so that it was for the purpose of looking
to see what he had that the Treasury Department wanted those things, in order that they
nicht use them in their investigation.
Do you happen to know that the evidence is part of tbé files of the Depart-
mnt of Justice or the Treasury Department?
I understand that they are papers that would be in the Treasury Department,
wre it not for the fact that he had, in the course of his investigation, taken them
ot of the Treasury Department.
Mr. President, is that against the law, or has he any right to withhold the
records he has?

I can't pass on that. He had the right, because he was employed to do the
investigating, and he went over th_e country looking into banks and bond houses, getting
widence in that way.

Mr. President, is he still in the Govermment service?

He was the last I knew. 1 suggested he be employed until this investigation
ms finished up, in order that he might help a bit. Of course, if he leaves the
wvermment service and then undertakes to keep the Govermment property that he had, I
should think there would be some question as ’to his right to retain it.

Here is a question too about the investigation of the gasoline situation.

| think a request came to me yesterday, I think, from Governor, I don't recall his name,
in relation to the increase in the price of gasoline, so that I referred it to the
{kpartment of Justice and the Federal Trade Commission, in order that they micht make
@ investigation and provide any appropriate remedy.

I didn't notice the statements that were made by Premier MacDonald in his
unference with the American correspondents, so I wouldn't be able to comnent on them,
{l sssume they were the usuzl friendly statements that the officer of one government
Jleuld naturally make in relation to another friendly government.

An inquiry about the Wash Resolution. I have signed that with the following
blatement s

I have approved Joint Resolution S.J. Res. 54, in order that a prompt and

*horough investigation may be made and appropriate action taken. I express no opinion
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with reference to the facts which purport to be found in the preambles to the
esolution and with reference to those parts of the resolution which, under

fthe Constitution, do not require concurrence of the Senate and House of Representa-
{tives and which are unnecessary to be presented to the President of the United

btates to make them effectives As I szid in my public statement issued under date
of January 26th, it is for the courts to determine the legal effect of the cir-
jeunstances incident to the execution of the leases and contracts mentioned, and
fhether they were executed with or without suthority on the part of the officers
purporting to act for the United States and in good faith. I reiterate that it is
fthe function of the Courts to determine criminal guilt and to render judgment in civil
jcases and that I propose to have done.

In view of the importance of the subject matter, and of the limited legal
force now available to care for the vast amount of litigation in which the Government
is continuously engaged, I regard the authority to appoint special counsel as
lppropriate legislatione™ You will get copies of that as you £o out.

I haven't received any report relative to the Unisted States District
ittorney at Denver. That would go first to the Department of Justice. It would be
investigated there, and if it were found that he had been engaged in any improper
fonduct, he would be removed. I don't wish to say that as prejudging in any way. No
rgport has come to me, but that will be the method of procedure.

There isn't anything further that I can say now about the Russian regime,
jther than what was contained in my message to the Congress. I don't know as I can
fgive in detail any attitude toward the provicions of the shipping act permitting the

imosition of discriminatory charges on foreign shipning as a2 means of aiding in the

building of the American Merchant Marine. Discriminatory charges are rather of a
ibtful expedient, and sometimes they micht result in retaliatory measures that would
¢ more harmful to us than sny benefit we might secure. So that I should be very
fantious about applying them, and only in case of absolute need and necessity.

I don't know anything new in the Mexican situztion, other than what has
Elready been reported. I don't kmow of any reports that have been received, which

hﬂdicate that American lives or property are in any more danger than the general danger

fhat arises from a disordered condition.
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I haven't received and don't know of any impending resignations from the
fabinet.

I haven't heard of the report that General Dawes has resigned, or will
resign from the special committee of the Reparations Commission. I have one or two
questions about that. Those are the source of my first information.

The Attorney General is returning from Flordida in accordance with his owm
plans He has constantly sent word that he will return at any time. He went down
to take lirs. Daugherty down, and because he himself was very much tired out. He took
agood deal of work with him, which I understand he is finishing up down there, and
for that reason is returning.

Ilo official representations have been made to this country that I kmow of
from Japan in relation to discussions looking towards a new"gentleman's agreement".

I have never taken any action relative to the proposal of the members of
the House, Ways and Means Committee to present in the tax bill a provision for 3kE a
refuction of 25% in the 1923 income taxes. Before I should know what position I
oght to take on that, I should want to consult with the Treasury to find out what
the effect would be on the finances of the United States.

I'shall not be able to attend the banquet of the Republican State Voters
league for the District of Columbia. I regret very much that I am not able t0 20.

IIr. President, is it your plan to attend the gathering on Lincoln's Birth-
day in New York?

Yes, I expect to go there in the afternoon and speak there in the evening.

I have a great many questions today, but a great many I find are duplicates,
triplicates, and other "cates".

I have already indicated that I didn't kmow of any representations that
have been made. by Japan regarding the laws in Californiay nor any information about
teneral Dawes. I have no official information about the sugcestion of Premier Mac
Jonald relative to another disarmament conference. What réply would be made by this
Government would depend entirely on circumstances. We would have to examine first the

rroposal and see whether it, in ocur opinion, would lead to anything practical.
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Anything in the Cabinet, Mr. President?
We were talking zbout the Government housing condition in the City of New
york - the different departments up there, the Post Office, Labor, Agriculture, etc.
e talked over the proposal of trying to assemble them all under one roof. That is
aproposal that has been pending some time. It involves the exchange of the present
post Office site for some other site by the City of New York.
Has any decision been reached, Mr. President.
No, other than to have the needs of the Govermment in the city surveyed by
somebody from the Supervising Architects office to see what it would be necessary to
propose tO the City of New York in the way of land to cover those needs.
Will this be a monumentel building, or a real office building?
There wasn't anything said about that. The discussions heretofore, and
they have been going on for some yealrs or more, have been along the line that it
night contribute to a civic center in the City of New York.
I believe the old Court House site has been defiritely decided upon, or
turned down?
I don't know Jjust what has been done.
Did you have any figures before you about it, Mr. President,

No, it came up incidentally and we talked it over; it consumed quite a lot

of time.
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February 15, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

K Here is an inquiry about the Russian situation - whether the American
sttitude has preoduced, or shall begin tc produce, results such as the stoppage of
propaganda and the recognition of private American claims, etce I haven't any in-
formation that would enable me to answer that either one way or the other. I don't
mow of any effect, either favorable or adverse. The situation, as I understand it,
is exactly as it has been for some time, barring certain changes in personnel, etce.
in Russia. Whether the action of some of the European Governments which are reported
to be about to recognize, or have recognized the Russian regime, will materially
affect our attitude or not, I don't know. I don't see now that it will, unless they
iring about a change in the attitude of the present Russian regime. It is mnossible
there may be some effect in that direction. Should that be so, we would govern

mrselves accordingly. I don't kxnow of any change in the situation over there. I

Jim't know of any present activity in the way of propaganda, nor do I kxnow that

propaganda has ceaseds I haven't any information on one side or the other.

Here is a local inquiry about the visit of lMayor Kendrick of Philadelphia,
mo was in town the other da;y, and I invited him to come in and have lunch with me.
Rite naturally he and I compared our experience in the office of lMayor, I having
been Mayor in the City of Northampton, where I believe we expended about $130,000
¢ year; and he liayor of Philadelphia, where a total of about $75,000,000 a year is
wllected in taxes, he told me. That came about through my inquiry about the
financial condition of the City, which he said was food. He was especially informed
sout the tax collections, because that is the dei:artment that he formerly was the
thief of.

Mr. Presideﬁt, did he tell you anything a2bout Genersl Butler?

Not anything in detail. He made a report that he was getting on very well,
e thought, and expressed his aporeciation and thanks that the United States Govern-
tent had been able to give him a release of time so that he might serve the City of
hiladelphia. He mentioned the fact that the 150th anniversary of the signing of
the Declaration of Independence was approaching. I inquired of him what they were

bing in Philadelphia about that, and he said they hadn't yet adopted any specific
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plane It will be some time before the celebration. He spoke about the proposal
pending for a very large celebration in the way of a World's Fair, but hadn't made up
his mind yet and it hadn't been determined yet up there whether that project would be
carried oute I told him that the national government would be glad to assist him in
ay way they could. He didn't know vwhether the project of the World's Fair wlould meet
st this time with much enthusiasm on the part of the Congress. S0 we talked of many
things that really didn't mean much.

I have heard reports about the investigation of the Tariff Commission as to
the cost of producing wheat in this country and abroad, and while I haven't any of the
jetails of it, .I knew in a general way that their investigation has seemed to be show-
ing, so far as it has proceeded, a -considerably higher cost of production in America
then it is in Canadae. Just what the difference will turn out to be, I don't know, but
it is quite a material sum, and I think the indications were that it would be above
the present tariff price of 30¢ a bushal. That effects I think especially the hard
theat, and a change in that tariff would be beneficial to the hard wheat region, which
is the northern region of the United States, the Dakotas, Montana, Minnesota, and
indirectly it might have some benefit on the soft region, but it would be especially
beneficial in the hard wheat region, and th t is the region in the most financial
lifficultye.

>( An inquiry about the suspension of preparations for the Shenandoah's polaf
flighte In order to carry that out, an appropriation was required of $400,000. That
is in the Navy bill. I learned that there is some objection to that. I thought it
wuld be rather unfortunate if we went ahead and spent more or less money preparing
t0 take the Shenandoagh to the polar rggions, and then found out that the Congress was
mwilling tc make the necessary aprropriations to carry on the work. So I thought it
wre prudent to wait and see what might develop.

Another inquiry about a rumor that former Secretary Fall and Secretary Denby
sterted negotiations looking toward leasing coal fields inAlaska on similar lines to
those followed in the Teapot Dome leases I don't reczll that any report of that kind
gver came to me. I haven't at present any information about it. I know, of course,
hat there is criticism about the conduct of affairs in Alaska, though I had under-

Stoed that the visit there last summer of Secretary Wallace of the Department of
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jgriculture, Secretary Hoover of the Department of Commerce, and I think Secretary
fork of the Department of the Interior, had fairly well cleaned up any questions
that were at issue. They had an opprortunity to secure first hand information and
were working alone the proposal for the development of Alaska to the best possible
advantage.

Here is an inguiry about the lines along which Government counsel may pro-
ceed in the. 0il lease investigatione. I can't give any information about that. I
haven't any, and if I did, I presume it wouldn't be appropriate to give it out,
other than the general suggestion that I expect them to proceed with every appropriate
remedy.  Whether that would be in the way of an injunction, or some other proceed-
ing, I don't know at this time.

Here is an inquiry about the nomination of Senator Pomerene. I have sent
in the nomination of Senator Pomerene. So far as I mow he has no disability of any
kinde My impression is that the new nomination that I have sent in and that of
Senator Pomerene (the new nominstion is Mr. Roberts) will be confirmed. Thev seem to ;ﬁ
match each other in their ability and capacity for carrying on an investigation, and
I juage they will both be confirmed. 1 haven't any exzpectation of withdrawing Senztor
Pomerenes Of course if it should develop, as it did with Mr. Strawn, that Mr.
Pomerene had some connection that was adverse, why then I would change my attitude.
Wt I don't think anything of that kind is likely to develop. Ur. #f#F Strawn found
that the bank of which he is a director holds 2 mortgage wh.i-ch he had no knowledge of

a

then he came down here. It is/very obscure and indirect conneétion anyway. But he
thought perhaps under the circumstances he ought to ask to be relieved, so I sent
word to the Committee that I would like to take their judgment on it. They were of
the opinion under the circumstances that perhai;«s it would be better to get someone

else, so 1 have secured lir. Roberts. I think he is satisfactory.
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February 19, 1924.

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Men.

I doubt if I can give you' rmuch of any information about the statement
made by the Alien Property Custodian, Colonel Miller. His statements have all
been in the press and he seems to have been misquoted. He reports that he was
misquoted, so that the suggestion that it is stated that fisures have been changed,
or something of that kind in the Treasury Department,of course fails. He says he
was misquoted in the report that indicated he had made statements of that kind.

lir. President, did he report to you?

He sent me a copy of the letter that he sent to Mr. Mellon. I think that
letter was published, was it not? Yes. 50 I judge that was cleared up. I don't
know whether he was speaking from a manuscript at the time whenhis remarks were
quoted, or that it was an unprepared address.\{\l have a great deal of sympathy for
people who have to make speeches, even if they have to make them before the Gridiron
; Club.XPerhaps Ur. liller is entitled to sympathy in that direction. My general
observation about these figures in relation to the bonus has been that they are a
dispute over terms, rather than over facts. I made a statement the other night in an
address 1 made in New York, which was to the effect that if all of those who were
entitled to take money or take certificates did so, the cost would be so and so, and
the entire cost would be so much. Nobody knows what part of them would take the
money, or what part would desire the other beneficial privileges. So I think that
careful annalysis would show that these apparent discrepancies in figures are not
really_discrepancies, but as 1 said,. simply a dispute over terms.. One person estimates
that half the ex-service men woul-ﬂ_do one think, somebody else one-third, and some-
body else five-eights. In that way they get a conflict in what they guess, and not a
conflict in the arithmetic of it.

* I am having some inquiries made of the Commissioners of the District and
also of the Prohibition authorities relative to that very lamentable accident that
occurred the other night when Senator Greene was injured, in order to see whether
any one was to blame and if so, to have appropriate action taken, and further to see
if there are zny necessary steps to be taken to prevent the recurrence of a tragedy

of that kind. I haven't had a report yet, but I am expecting one from the Com-
missioners and from the Prohibition Department. Very likely the present rules and
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regulations about the use of firearms are not at fault. Perhaps the fault came
in not observing those rules. But that is a mere supposition on my part, although
I should rather presume that was the case. It is dangerous of course to have any
one go out armed that is not trained in the use of fire arms. It is dangerous
aNYWaY o

Here is an inquiry about the thirteen Pan-American conferences that are
scheduled for the coming year and in the early part of 1925, on science, education,
child welfare, and other matters that cover z wide variety of subjects. It is the
policy of the Govermment to encourage this tendency towards cooperation between
Forth and South America. That has been a well-known policy of our countiry for many
years, a notable expression of which was the Pan American Union which we maintain
here under the direction of Doctor Rowe, who I think is doing very splendid work
in that direction. It is especially desirable from every point of view of which I
can think.\ It is desirable in the first place to maintzin the most friendly re-
lations between North and South America. We are contiguous countries and our
interests are substantially the same, being in the western hemisphere. And I go
from that on to the commercial possibilities which at the present time appear to be
greatest for our country in that direction. The Buropean field is fairly well
taken up. It is an old country. It isn't a developing country in the way that
new lands are. Those of South America are new and open to development. The
natural resources of South America have yet to be developed. There are opportunities
there fof 2ll kinds of production from agriculture to manufacture, so that the op-
portunity for production ther; being great, the opportunity for exchaﬁge is great.
It isn't one Govermment usually that trades with another, but it is the people
of one country that trade with another. The governments can help in that direction
by the diffusion of proper information, and by rendering every possible encouragement.
to the people of ;;:x country to trade with the people of another country. In that
direction I think our commercizl welfare lies to a good deal of an extent.

The Attorney General has not resigned and there was no discussion of him

or his office in the Cabinet either before or after the meeting.
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I haven't given any special consideration to the selection of a successor

to lir. Denby.
>< I don't xnow just how far I can go hereafter in giving out any information
sbout the oil lease cases. I am willing at all times to give the press anything I
can give without embarrassing the cause of the public service. Now it is very seldom
that that would be the case, but it is especially the case in the prosecution of
cases in courts. I don't imagine that those who may be defendants in these cases feel
that their case was helped by suprlying the details of their defence to the press, nor
would the case for the Government be helped by supplying to the press the details of
the Government's case, what it might think about the law, or vwhat facts it had to
present. ‘_I imagine though, that the press will be and is in possession of all the
facts, and can advise itself about the law. But I think it would be better for the
men who have charge of that, I mean Senator Pomerene and lir. Roberts, to assume
responsibility for giving out information. That doesn't mean that you wont get what
you can from any other source. It is perfectly proper to do that. I prefer, though,
that they should take the responsibility of giving what they can to the press other
than doing it myself. They will stand in the same relation to these cases that the
Ittorney General stands to the other legal regquirements of the Govermment.\/ They are
public officers, appointed under statutory provision and confirmed by the Senate, and
that resolution or statute gives them full authority to prosecute these cases. I give
you that as a preliminary, in order that you may understand hereafter if I don't have
an opportunity to say much about the cases.
\t\ I think I have already covered this matter of the regulations of the use

of firearms, and I don't know what the regulations are, but as I say it will probably
b found that they are sufficient and the trouble has come from their violation.)(

I haven't heard anything of the sug_gestion that Secretary Roosevelt was to
'fetires S0 far as I know 1 expect him to remain.

There was no discussion in the Cabinet this morning of the oil lease matters.
e general discussion in the Cabinet was in relation to the prevailingz business con-
E'1'11:31.01'13 over the country, which were reported to be fairly good. Of course I am mak-
g 2 moderate statement about that. There doesn't seem to be any unemployment any-

Yere, and while the orders that are on hand in manufacturing establishments are not

large, that seems to be the result of a policy not to put in large orders for
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deliveries way ahead into the future, but that everything that can be manufactured
in the country seems to be finding a ready market. There are evidencds that the
building trades are going to be active the coming season. The boot and shoe
industry is active and able to dispose of %Iizz? products as fast as they can mske
them; and the textile industry in the same way is able to dispose of its products.
Also iron and steel. But in these larger things there are not a great amount of
orders on hand, but a very ready market. Now, that indicates a very healthy con-
dition. If there are ;ﬂ_o;’:;c}:s of merchandise ilt means that no one is speculating
in merchandise,L_mdertaking to buy it at a great increase in price and holding
it up, and coming to a point where they will have to sacrifice 1ti) But it does
indicate a very healthy condition over the country at the present time. 1 don't
kmow vhether you can get a sympathetic ear for a report of that kind. But I think
it is very significant, and perhaps people very generally now are going to remember
that we ‘\are our ordinary vocations to look after and that the Ue S. Government will
go on functioning as it always has, meeting such requirements as msy be necessary
to take care of itself, and that the great bulk of its business is carried on
without any suggestion from any source of any wrong doing, and thé.t we ought to be
especially careful in giving credence to the many rumors that arise.{lt is a
serious thing for a man to have an implication made against him in times like
these, to which at other times nobody would pay the slightest attention, but which
now with a general suspicion in the air, passes for a good deal. Such information
as comes to me, I shall lay before the Govermment's special counsel for their
action, without undertsking to run it down myself or determine what action ought to
be taken. They are gY responsible for that. I expect to find that a great deal of
it has no foundation and that people are going to go on with their usual affairs,
end the country is going to prosper, and the Govermment is going to be able to take
care of itself. 5<

Did the Secretary of Labor report anything about the coal settlement at
Jacksonville, Mr. President?

That came to me last night in the form of a2 communication from him saying

that the sub-committee in effect, I don't know just what it is called, had made an

agreement which would be reported back to the larger committee for confirmation,
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Se
end that undoubtedly it would be confirmed this afternoon or this evening. So
that there will be an agreement, I think, running for a space of three years. That

is enother confirmation of what I was speeking of in relation to business conditions

of the country.
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February 26, 1924.
Remarks made by the President to Newspaper Correspondents.

There wasn't any discussion of the Attorney General in the Cabinet this
morning, and I haven't any statement to make about ite.

I a.rn. expecting to call a meeting of the Arlington lemorial Bridge Com-
mission some time in the near future, though no time has been set for it. I have
been so diverted with other things, that I haven't had an opportunity to take it up.
I wanted to wait and see what the cost was going to be. My personal information
was that it was likely to be about $5,000,000, but with all the plans that are now
contemplated in relation to carrying it out, the estimated costs run as high as
$22,000,000, which is quite a different proposal, and naturally makes me hesitate
somewhat in making a decision about it.

Representative Langley has been in several times, and we have had some
discussion about the new Govermment buildings for Washington. I understand that
the.' situation is hopefﬁl. Everyone recognizes the necessity for the buildings
purely as a matter of the transaction of the public business, but more than that we
could build these buildings and more than pay the interest on the money invested
wvith the present rents that have to be paid to house the various Departments in
different localities within the City.

I have discussed with several people the matter of the appointment of the
District of Columbia Commissioners with different persons who have been in with sug-
gestions, but I have never been able to take it up and make any decision on it.

That is about all the information I can give you. I think quite a list of names
have been presented, very good men. The present Commission is a £ood one. I don't
imow vet whether any change ought to be made in the personnel or not.

lir. President, do you mind telling us how many candidates there are?

I can't give you the exact number off hand. I should think about six or
eight.

)( Here is an inquiry about the conference that was held yesterday with
several Senators, some of the representatives of the northwest intermediate credit
banks and the War Finance Corporation, in which I told the Senators that any bank

that they xmow of that is in distress, and Mr. Meyer or the intermedizte credit banks
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have information about, relief would be given wherever it could be given. That isn't
avery definite statement is it? I think I ought to amplify that a little. Vhat I
man by that is that relief will be given wherever the situation and condition of the
bank is such that it is warranted. Of course if a bank is badly insolvent, and hsas
no hopes of being revived =nd no hope of getting new money to revive it, there is
nothing that can be done in the way of lending money to it, but on the other hand, if
the people in the locality will take hold and give such assistance as they can, under-
taking to help all they can, why new capitsl can be furnished, oftentimes through the
ler Finance Corporation or through this new $10,000,000 association. I don't know
vhether they are to be incorporated, and that 10,000,000 can be reinforced by the
far Finance Corporation to two or three times the amount of their capital stock.
That is the plan for relief, and the War Finance Corporation within the last three or
four weeks has made loans to more than forty banks in South Dakotz, and is lending
money wherever it can lend it with the hope of saving the situation, and will
continue to do so.
Can you tell us how nmuch approximately the War Finance Corporation has
loandd?
I can't give that to you now I don't know the figurese.

)( liost of the Cabinet meeting was taken up by a report from the Secretary
of Agriculture that there is a disease among the cattle in California, very con-
tagius, somewhat like the foot and mouth disease. It is not yet spreading, but it
requires the immediate attention of the national government. The authorities in
California are cooperating to the best of their ability, but they haven't any
specific law that enables them to be very helpful, so that pretty much everything
that is done will have to be done by the Department of Agriculture. It is a
matter of interest that there was prepared in advance for anything of this kind
certain materisl, so that within an hour after the Department receives notice of
it, messages and statements and directions are in the mail and on the wires.
Proper pamphlets, notices and so on were already prepared in the Demmrtment and done
up in bundles already to be addressed. This is the first time we have had that
disease in this country since 1914, when it cost about $4,500,000 to the national

government, and about as much more to several states. It is prevalent in some of
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the European countries, where they are not able to stamp it out. It is very
important to stamp it out, because if it once gets QOing, perhaps we can never stamp
it out.

Any possibility of an embargo on shipments of cattle, Mr. Fresident?

That is what they have to do in the affected areas. That has been done
before. It is one of the things that is in a way disturbing.

Mr. President, can the Federal Govermment issue a local embargo there in
the absence of a state law?

Yes, one which is local in effect, but indicating thzat it would be an em-
bargo on interstate commerce. But the local authorities are cooperating and giving
every possible assistance.

)< One of the troubles that is likely to occur is that it gets into the wild
annimals, deer and other hoof animals. It affects cattle and hogs. When it gets
among them it is difficult to stemp out. That was one of the difficulties in 1914,
the Secretery says.

X_ One of the disturbing factors at the present time to me is the large
number of bills pending in Congress calling for tremendous appropriations. I think
I am very well within the limit when I say that the bills up there that are seriously
considered would call for an addition to the annual appropriations of the United
Stetes larger than the entire expenditures of the United States outside of the
Post Office Department before the War. That means that there has to be a very de~
termined resistence to a good many expenditures, or else our country will be entirely
swamped,not only not having any reduction in taxes, but actually facing an increasé
in taxes. There are plenty of resources in our country to support all of us in com-
fort, if we are willing to go on on the present level, the present basis, and the
present standards until we have produced enough to warrant an increase; but through
Congressional action, the pressure of different organizations, if it happens that
ourtaxes are greatly increased, we are going to destroy our present stzte of pros-
perity and have to face a decline until we ﬁ# get a 1iquidat-ion and can start again.
I think it is exceedingly important wherever you can to sound a word of warning in
that direction. The country is on the whole prosvmerous at the present time. There

is a bubstantial agreement that it can go on in that condition if we will be con-~
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tent and not overrvle ourselves and try each one of us to get more than the other.
1f we will just refrain from being too selfish and go on increasing our production,
[ think we can keep on in an era of prosperitye.

Can you give us some idea, Mr. President, of what these appropriations are?
mere are a great many bills for increasing compensation and for pensions. Of course
there is the bonus bill and a generzl increase of government expenditures in almost
grvery direction.

Would the enactment of these bills practically nullify the budget?

X Well, of course, that is correct. If the executive is to have the responsi-
pility of undertaking to lay out a financial program,that would be useless if in
sddition to that the Congress goes shead and appropriates a large amount of money
besides what has been recommended in the Budget. It would be a breaking down of the
Budget systeme I am not one 61” those that feels because a bill is introduced into
a legislature it is therefore law. The legislature will take care of most of that.
hut they need the active support of public opinion in that direction, and as I said a
mment ago, I don't know of any better service you can perform than to sound a word
of public warning. Action of that kind is not well for the public welfare. It isn't

the

to the benefit of,{pec}ple, and the result is disastrous. That is the reason why there

should be opposition to ite
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February 29, 1924.
Remarks by the President to Newspaper lien.

Here is a local inquiry as to whether I will take part in dedicating a
soldiers' memorial at Lackawana, N. Y. by broadcasting an address at that time.

[ think there is an invitation of that xind in the office, but it is very doubtful
if I can respond to it favorably, though it's under consideration.

Here is another inguiry about a telegram from John llajor to E. B. licLean
relative to the installation of a2 private wire between the Washington Post and
(incinnati Inquirer at Palm Beach that would give easy and quick access to the
White Houses I don't xmow anvthing about that other than this inaquiry, so that
Idon't think I can give you any information about it. I imagine that it was the
usual newspaper phrase for quick action or easy access to the sources of informa-
tion in Washington. OSometimes they call it the White House and sometimes they
call it the Capital. I judge it meant an institution rather than a personality,
umugh’anybody has easy and quick access to me, as my Secretaries can testify,
from the large number of people that I see every day.

Here is an inguiry too about the appropriations pending in Congress
for increases in postal pay. Those I think would come under the requests for
appropriations that I was discussing in the last White House conference. Now,
substantially all of these requests for appropriations have a basis of justice
in them.i Many of fhem I would rejoice to be able to support and approve, as I
would rejoice to increase the resources of any class of our citizens, but it is a
question of what we did appropriate and how much money we have, and how best to
distribute it to carry on the public service, and what economy requires.jx This
I kmow is going to be carefully investigated in order to see if there are any
inequalities in the postal pay which, after careful study, may be adjusted. But
this is a sample of one of the large demands. I think I am well within the figures
vhen I say that this is estimated - all of these bills - to cost from $£125,000,000
to 150,000,000 a year. It would add very materially, you see, to the present cost
of the administration of the Post Office, which I believe is now about $600,000,000.
“his would be an addition of abbut 25%, if all of those bills should be enacted.

It is a question of what the country can afford, in many of those things.
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I understand that the Tariff Commission is going to report very shortly
their examination and investigation into the cost of the production of wheat in the
United States and abroad, and it is my understanding that it will show that there
gppears warrant for increasing the tariff on wheat and wheat products. If such is
the case, 1 should expect to take prompt action.

?( Here is an interesting suggestion; A news story in the Washington Star
this afternoon hints at some drastic and mysterious action which thd President pro-
poses to take within the next few months. Would it be consistent to ask if the
Chief Executive has in contemplation any radical departure from his present policies?
I don't think any radical departures now occur to me. While I don't want to disagree
with so good an authority as the Washington Star- I haven't the report before me, it
is 2 report of a report and sometimes there is a variance in those things - I think
you would be warranted in prophesying, if any of you want to prophesy, that I have at
present no expectdtion of any drastic and mysterious action. I think it is rather
foreign to me to have drastic and mysterious action. I suppose that is why this is
news. It is somewhat different from what I have besen doing and perhaps ¥ from what
yngmﬁﬂemen have led the public to expect of me.

Here is another inouiry about the addition of special counsel in certain
phases of the o0il lease investigation. A very short bill came down two or three
days ago that authorized me to appoint special counsel to investigate a lease that
has been made, I think by the State of California, of school lands. I under-
stand that these lands were set off by the United States Government to California
as school lands and were then leased by the State to some of the oil producers.

Such information as I have from the Department of Interior indicates that that sub-
ject has been considered by the Department after arguments by counsel in the past,
and decided. But I do not understand that that would prevent another investigation
and another decision, and for that purpose I am prorosing to find someone who has
special training and experience in land titles of this nature, in order that the
case may be carefully investigated and appropriate action taken.

Can you identify that as Section 367

36 I think, as I recall it.

lir. President, there are two 36's; Noe 1 and 2.

I can't tell about that. It is the one referred to in the resolution that
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yas passed and sent down to me. This is a different case than the other two cases.
It is & question, as I ﬁnderstand it, purely of a land title. I assume by that it
is very largely a question of law. I imagine there is very little disagreement about
the facts, though it might be that the decision would turn on the fact of whether at
the time these conveyances were made ﬂ}ié;‘ it was known, or there was reasonable cause
to suppose, that these were mineral lands. I don't lmow just when the other procedure
by the special counsel will be begun. It is of more importance that it should be
begun right than that it should be begun in haste. Mr. Roberts is a men especially
experienced in court procedure, and lr. Pomerene is a man of training and experience,
a sound lawyer, and I am sure that they are moving as expeditiously as possible.
There is a large amount of testimony that undoubtedly has to be gone over by them,
gnd there is the guestion of setting up their case on paper, so that they can't
exactly be hurried. But action will be immediate.

I haven't any official information about the lMexican situation that amounts
to anythings So far as I have any information, it indicates that President Obregon
is at present successful. I don't kmow vwhether the revolt is entirely stamped out.

1 do not suppose it is. We don't have sources oi information that would give either
the Department of State or the public an exact picture of what is going on 2ll over
the Republic of Mexico, but it may be significant that we are not at present receiv-
ing any official complaints of disorders wherever any of our American citizens seem
to be interested.

I understand that the ratification of the special 8laims Commission, or the
ygreement for the selection of srecial Claims éomr-:issioners is on the way here. I
think it has not yet been received. I don't know just what action has to be tlaken-

It may be require a matter of declaration, or publication, or something of that kind
in order that it may be finally completed, but nothing can be done about the appoint-
nent of Claims Commicsioners until that is received. As soon as that is done we

shell undertake to appoint Commissioners.

Here is an inquiry that is the first information that comes to me about a
resoluticn adopted by the Senate asking for income tax returns of Doheny, Sinclair
and Fall, and the Sinclair and Doheny Companies. I don't know anything about that,

wr whether the law gives me any authority to take any action in relation to ite.
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I have spoken about the Tariff Commission report.

Mr. L. W. Baldwin the President of the Missouri Pacific Railroad came in
to call on me this morning, as I understocd, to pay his respects to the office. Ly
conversation with him consf%ed of inquiring sbout the business situation along the
territory through which the lines of his railroad pass. He told me it appeared to
pe good and gave promise of being good for some time to come.

I have céused inquiry to be made of the Shipping Board abcut the recent
increase by the North Atlantic Shipping Conference in ocean rates on provisionse.
Those increases are small, I think 10¢ a hundred or something of that kind. The
only information I have about it is that the shipping companies thought they were
losing money on that kind of freight and are seeking by these slight increases to
meke the carrying of freight pay for itself. If anything can be done to assist the
exportation of food products, agricultural products, of course I shall be only too
enxious to see that it is done. DNothing has been done yet about an Undersecretary
of State. Nothing would be done until my appointment of the present Undersecretary
as Ambassador is ratified by the Senate. I have been making some inquiries to get
a member for the Federal Trade Commission, and some inquiries about a new Secretary
of the Navy, but no decision has yet been reached.

That seems to cover the inguiries for the day.




March 4, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the llewspaper llen.

Here is a somewhat standard inquiry about the lMexican Mixed Claims Com-
mission. So far as 1 know the treaty has not come through, though it may have
reached the State Department. I haven't any information about it, and if it has
reached there it hasn't been published or promulgated, or whatever may be necessary.
% that I haven't done anything further about the matter of the appointment of the
nembers of the Commission.

I have three or four inquiries about the tax bill.x My position in rela-
tion to the tax bill is the same as it was when I gave my message to the Congress
jind the same as it has been in the several public statements that I have made since
Wthat time. I want a reduction in taxation and a scientifically drawn plan of taxa-
{tions I think the administration bill meets those requirements.\ﬁow the House has
passed a2 bill and the bill, of course, goes to the Senate, There. will be hearings
there .‘Sefore the Committee, and I am in hopes that the Committee will be able to
rport out for the favorable consideration of the Senate the original administra-
tion bille TXNow I don't kmow that there may be some things in it that ought to be
thanged. It wouid be very unlikely that such would not be the case, or to put it
into the affirmative instead of twice in the negative, it would be very probable
et such would be the case. A discussion of & measure of that kind always brings
m{ points that it would appear ought to be strengthened in order to make the bill
mre acceptable. But I am for the b»ill so far as I know as it was originally
irafted, with those possible slizght changes, and I am very much in hopes that the
nate can produce something of that kind which it will pass, and which the House
11l ultimately agree to. Now there isn't any use of my undertaking to speculate
shout what I might do with some hypothetical bill that might reach me. You know
wd I know, and everybody knows, that I don't kmow what I will do with it. I shall
lave to take that matter up when it reaches me. To be specific, you want to know
thether I would veto it. I don't know. You want to know whether I would sign it.
ldon't g xmow about that. I shall work for the administration bill, and when the

tax bill finally reaches me, I want to dispose of it in accordance with what I

think is for the benefit of the country. Ny great desire is to secure taxation

Mt will be for the benefit of our country. That doesn't mean to tax any particular
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class, this class or that class, but to raise sufficient revenue with which to meet
our public expenditures in accordance with the best economic plan that the experiences
of the country can devise. I think I have made that as plain as I know howe I am in
favor of the original bill, and when that bill comes here I shall still expect to be
in favor of it. I don't know what I might do with some hypothetical measure that
may come to me. Nobody can tell now what kind of a bill will come to the President.
| I think it is always inappropriate for the President to run out and publish that he
will veto this measure, or that measure, or the other measure, and that it is better
to wait until the measure comes and take appropriate action at that time, approving
it if it will be to the benefit of the country, and disapproving it if it isn't to
the benefit of the countrr,r.y I am speaking now generally, and not of the tax bill.

I haven't yet been able to make up my mind about a successor to Mr. Denby.
I sometimes sit here at my desk and wish that I had the information at my command
that is represented by you men. If I had all that information of the country and
the men in it, as you do in your combined experiences, I could reach out and pick
out & man for any place that the Goverument might need one to serve in, and that
brings me to the suggestion that if any of you think of the right kind of a man for
the Secretaryship of the Navy, and I am perfectly serious about this, though it might
seem offhand as a little unusual, 1 should be very grateful to you if you will drop
me a line or give the name to lr. Slemp. I am searching the industrial world and the
commercial world to see if I can find a seasoned executive that can take up the
work of the administration of the Navy Department. It is difficult to find a man who
meets all the requirements, and I don't expect to find such a man, but I do think I
can find one that meets the majority of the requirements, and that is about all we
can hope for. As soon as I find a man of that kind, I shall, after appropriate in-
quiries, submit his name to the Senate. We want 2 man of course of ability and
character, and if I can find a2 great merchant, or if I can findtgehead of a great
industrial or manufacturing establishment that would meet the requirements that I have
in mind, I shall submit his name. There are some engineering problems involved now
on account of the oil leases, but they are not predominant; they are somewhat acci-
dental and other talent could be called in to give advice on those. However, it may
be that if I could get hold of the right kind of an engineer that it would be helpful

under these circumstancese.
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I have an qinuiry here about the McHNary-Haugen bill. I am in entire
sympathy with the objects of this bill, which is to benefit the wheat raisers. That
is 2 problem on which I have been constantly engaged ever since I landed in Washington
last Auguste It is very pressing, and an important problem. I referred to it in my
message to the Congress, and I referred to that problem in my address in New York.
Jdon't xmow that I can say anything further than what was presented in those two
sldressese I have never been able to make up my mind entirely about the benefits
that this bill would secureto the farmers, and for that reason I have had it under
investigation by experts. If it will be beneficial to the farmers, I think the
sountry ought to adopt it, even though it might cost something out of the public
treasury, though it is claimed that that would not be the case under the provisions
of the bille On the other hand, it is claimsd it would simply be a delusion and not
of any real benefit. But we have to know that before we undertake to put it into
peration. It is a very intricate measure in its provisions. About all I can say
ghout it is that my mind is open about ity as I have told people constantly. I
mderstand that is exactly the position of the Secretary of Agriculture. He and I
have discussed the measure and have never been quite certain about it. There are men
in his Department that are very certain that this would be a very beneficial bill.

If my investigation leads me to that conclusion, I shall favor it. If on the other
hand IXkaym my advices should lead to & different conclusion, and they seem to be con-
flicting at present, I shoulg,c};ant to favor it. That is the present state of my mind
in relation to it.

I have only had a telegram and a short note from the Attorney General since
he left Washington. He sent me & telegram on his arrival in Chicago, saying that he
vas writing to me and sent me a note telling of hiw work up there and his expectation
| that the grand jury would report an indictment,which the grand jury did, and that he
Was on his way from there to his wife, who is ill in Miami. Those are the only com-

mnications I have had from hime I think that covers the situation this morning.




March 7 » 1924.

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Men.

Here is an inquiry about the appointment of Commissioners for the
District of Columbia, and wanting to mow whether I propose to wait for informa-
tion from various citizen organizations in the District. I think I am already
pretty well advised by their opinions. I have here endorsements of Mr. Rudolph
and lr. Oyster by the Dairy Farm Citizens Association, Congress Heights Citizens
associsztion, the Southwest Civic Association, Dupont Circle Citizens Associstion,
Wlest End CitizensAssociation, Garfield Citizens Association, South Washington
Citizens Association, and the Merchants and Lanufacturers Association, the
Washington Chamber of Commerce, the Board of Trade, Federated Citizens Associa-
tion, and the Thomas Circle Citizens Association. I think there is also an
endorsement by the Republican COrganization of the District, and I am not certain
about the Democratic organization.

lr. rresident, are you approaching a decision on that matter?

I think so, very soon. There are several other names suggested, but
these men have practically a unanimous endorsement. The different associations
and political organizations, quite naturally I would refer to for an opinion.

Will they prcbably be reappointed, Mr. Pgesidﬁnt?

% 1 wouldn't assume too muchs.about appointments until they are made.
I got caught once or twice by thinking I had an arpointment all settled when I
was Mayor or Governor, and announced it, and then found out there were reasons
vhy it couldn't be done. It is embarrassing. X

When do you think you will make them, lir, President?

I think very soon. I think their term of office runs out sometime
next weekx. I think early in the week I shall submit their names.

Here is an inquiry about the duty on wheat. I don't know Jjust what can
be done about that. I have submitted the revort to the Treasury Dept. to draw
up a proper proclamation, if one is warranted by t@e report, in order that it may
be done by the experts of the Treasury Department under whose jurisdiction, of
course, the collection of revenue comes. I don't know just what they will find
or just when they will find it. I think though that that ought to be returned to

me within two or three days. Here is andther inquiry about the Mexican Claims
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Commission. I think that the Convention has been ratified and sent up here, but
the proclamstion so far as I recall has not come to me. That would be the next
step necessary;to make the proclamation; and after that is made then I could make
the appoittments.

Here is an inquiry about a joint resolution for a reduction of 25% in
the tax on 1923 incomes as a separate measure. I have seen that referred to in
the news dispatches. I don't think I could be said to be advocating it, nor
on the other hand am I opposing ite I do feel it would be very desirable if we
could get that resolution adopted before the 15th of lMarch, in order that it might
aprly to the first payment as well as the others. That would be my ®eneral reac-
tion about it, but there may be some reasons why that wouldn't make any difference,
although that is the particular point about it that occurs to me. I think the
first tax payments are due the 15th of March, and if this 25% were to be deducted
from them, it would result in an easing up of the necessary amounts of credits
that have to be transferred. I haven't decided on a successor to Secretary Denby.
I should think that if I should decide I could send the name to the Senate any
time before his resignation becomes effective, which is next week.sometime.

Did the newspaper men make any suggestions, Mr. President, or give you
any aid?

Well, I think some of them hzave been suggestive. I haven't got guite as
meny as 1 expected. DPerhaps it isn't so easy as it may have appeared to pick out
the right kind of a man.

)(’ Here is a statement about an international conference on Europre's
economic situation, and suggesting that it might follow the report of the Dawes’
Cormittee on reparations, and inquiring whether I care to say whether the U. S.
would participate in such a conference, should it take place.

% That is a very hypothetical question, and I don't believe I could give a
hypothetical answer to it. All I can say is that we have repeatedly refused to
participate in a conference of that kind. I don't kmow of any reason up to the
present time for a change in our attitude in that direction.

Here is another inquiry that wants to know when the Dept. of Justice will
begin presentation of evidence relating to dharges disclosed by the Chicago Grand

Jury. Of course I have no information about that, nor have I any information about

the nature of the charges, other than what is in the paper. I do not even know
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vhether the Department of Justice feels that it has sufficient evidence to warrant
& presentation of that evidence to the Grand Jury. All I can say is if they have
evidence nor, or if their investigation discloses to them evidence, I assume they
will make a presentation right away. I have suggested to the Department that they
proceed expeditiously for the purpose of securing action. Here is this rumor that
some members of Congress were involved, which was very distressing to the House.
They are entitled to have the matter clezred up at once. If the Department had
¢vidence that could be presented to the Grand Jury, and if there was sufficient to
varrant an indictment, it would be reported and everyone would know who was in-
volveds If it wasn't sufficient to securean indictment, why that fact should be
nade kmowvn and everybody would be cleared. Vhatever evidence they had as a result
of the Chicago investigation, I assumed that they would proceed with it at once.
Wat that is, I don't know. My only suggestion was that they be as expeditious)
8 possible about it.

Here is an inquiry about the evidence of Ira Bemnett. 1 thirk I have
seen him here once or twice. I can't give any recollection about his conversation
with me, or mine with him. It is in my mind that he came in tc say how-do-you-do.
Idon't recall any conference with him since this matter became acute. But it may
be that he came in during a conference and stopped after the conference tc say
low-do~you-dos.to me. I don't recall very much about it.

| Will you say anything about the telegram that you sent with reference to
i Mr. Prestéott, to lir. licLean? I noticed the statement given out yesterday, but
It isn't quite clear.

Ko, that was an inguiry that I made. I sent it to Mr. McLean because it
¥as sent, as you perhaps notice from the date of it, at 9.30 or so in the evening.
If I had been over here and my office force were here, I could have found out QL.‘{*
fre Iire Slemp left. But I didn't know just what time Mr. Slemp was going and I
lidn't have his address. I imew that lir. McLean was a resident there each winter
id well mown, and so I made the inquiry of him, and also for the purpose of
hortening up the telegrem. I remembered that Lir. McLean had said to me one time
hat if you ever want to kmow anything sbout District matters, Mr. Prescott would
g g good men to talk with. That was the occasion of that telegram.

That had reference to the expiration of the terms of the two District

Jmnissioners, didn't it?

No, not that especially. Just district matters. I wasn't very much
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gequeinted with the men in the District who knew of District matters, and as he was
] inquired who I could ask about District matters. I recollected that he said Nr.
prescott was Republican City Chairman here. I tried to get lir. Presoctt one time,

but he was out of town. So I made that inguiry of Mr. McLean. Does that make /¥

the matter plain?
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Mareh 11, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper len.

>( Here is our old friend the report which is tc the effect that I will make
an important speech shortly. I haven't in mind making any speech in the immediate
future.){l think I have an invitation to speak to the Associated Press at New York.
liy recollection is that it comes about the middle of Aprile.Thereis the usual
Decoration Day speech that is made at Arlington, and I think I am invited to and
probably shall be present (I expect to be present) at the opening of the De.A.R.
innual Conventione I think that is about the middle of April.

Have you accepted the Associated Press invitation, Mr. President?

Only tentatively. I told them I would do what I could about it. Those
are the only engagements that I think of at the present time, though there might
be scmething incidental around towvm like the dedication of the National Arts
Building, or I think it is called the National Academy of Sciences. They have
wanted me to come there.

What about the Monument, Mr. President?

Yes, when the stone is placed in the Monument representing the State of
Arizona.

Anything definite on speeches in Indiana?

I haven't any invitation to go there.

Do you know the date of the Arizona stone laying?

It seems to me to be about the 15th of April. 1 am not sure.

I am not certain when Mr. Warren is going to Mexico, though he reported
to me through Secretary Hughes that he would be ready to go in a few days, and
that was some days agoe. Perhaps that would indicate that he would go the latter
part of this week. He has been confirmed by the Senate and is all ready to take
up his duties. I don't xnow of any more developments in the Mexican situation.

1 kmow of no complaints thathave come here. It isn't always easy to get reliable
reports of just what may be going on in the country there. We get reports from
lexico City that present the view of the lMexican Govermment, and we get reports
from around the border that represent the view of other people, I mean public
newspaper reports. But so far as I know the situation down there is quiet and

apparently hopeful.
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Mr. Van Fleet came in this morning. I wanted to talk with him about the

type of man to put on the Federal Trade Commission, whether he ourht to be a
business man or a farmer. He thought either one might be helpful, and that there
night be some ways in which a farmer could be quite helpful in some of the questions
that come up before the Commission, not only in solving the problems that the Com-
nission has, but as a general assurance to those in agriculture that they are
represented on the Board in their viewpoint, and that there is somebody there
gspecially dilligent seeking to protect their interests.

I have acted on a proposed pardon, I think, for the man named Rumely of
Jew Yorke It is my recollection that 1 refused to grant it. It didn't seem to
be a case for a pardon, though it is a very pitiable one. The serving of the sen-
tence has not yet begun. There is a suggestion that there might be some executive
clemency extended in the way of comrutation of the sentence.

Do you understand, IMr. President, that the matter is still up?

It is alwsys up, in the sense that it is possible to make an application
for coonatation or executive clemency.

I haven't set a meeting for the Arlington llemorial Bridge Commissionm,
though I expect to call a meeting of that Commission very shortly and Colonel
Sherrill has prepared a bill that he thinks will meet the present situation if
¢nacted, and the bill I have referred to General Lord. I expect to get his report
om it very shortly. The suggestion has been made that a small appropriation be made
for the current year to finish drafting such plans as the Commission may approve,
in order that the work of building the bridge procper may be taken up right away.
| am rather inclined to favor action in that direction, though I don't speak with
any authority from the Committee.

Does this bill provide for the expenditure that you spoke about recently
around $22,000,000%2

| tthink this provides Jjust for the building of the bridge and other
expenditures for the incidentsl things, including the widening of B Street or an

txtension of it.

Mr. President, how much money is contemplated under Colonel Sherrill's

117

Well, the bridge proper, it was my understanding, was to cost about
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$6,000,000, The most expensive proposal in the plans that were laid before us
called for an expenditure of some $22,000,000. That of course included very much
more than the mere building of the bridge. It included all the approaches to the
bridge and the proposal to extend B Street through to the Capitol. B Street is
out off in two sections, so in order to come from the Capitel oh to B Street you
have to come down to Pennsylvania Avenue. Under the plan there would be a paral-
lel street running from the Capitol down to the approach of the bridge without coming
into Pennsylvania avenue at all.

It has been suggested in relation to the public buildings that there is
slready sufficient lawlandl am having that investigated) so that all that is required
at the present time is an appropriation. There is an appropriation impending, I
think, in some of the appropriaticn bills. I presume it is in the one for the
Treasury. I am not gquite certain about the details of that.

I have spoken about Judge Van Fleet, have I not?

Yes, sir.

It is too soon to have any particular reaction on the agricultural situa-
tion as the result of the increased duty on wheat and wheat products. One of the
. iuties on wheat products was lowered - that is the duty on feed. 1 think that would
be especially for poultry and cattle. But on all other products it was increased.
0f course the increase in the tariff doesn't go into effect until thirty days from
the proclamation. I may say, however, that I have had many reports from those
interested in agriculture approving of the action and saying that it certainly would
be beneficial.

There is nothing especially new about the foot and mouth disease. That
has been confined to three or four countfies, perhaps not more than two or three,
in California, where there is a strict quarantine on, and it is apparently under

itontrol. It is not spreading any at the present time, so far as reports would

lndicate that have come to me. I asked the Secretary of Agriculture about that

riday, and that was the report he made then.

I haven't ordered any special investigation relative to the charges

lade by Rear Admiral Plunkett. I don't know what those were. There were some
newspaper reports, but oftentimes it turns out that reports made of statements

of men in the Army and Navy do not turn out to be very accurate. I should want

to get an accurate statement as to just what Rear Admiral Plunkett said. But I
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saw enough of the substance of it so that I am going to call the attention of
fajor Haynes and ask him to look into it and say if anything ought to be done along
the direction as indicated by the stztement it was reported Rear Admiral Plunkett made.
[ don't know whether that brought any real new information, other than reiteration
of what we all kxnow, that in order to enforce the prohibitory law it is necessary to
have constant vigilance and constant activity. The report that the Attorney General
rade the other day indicated that there was great vigilance and great activity.in the
sttempt to enforce the prohibitory law. A very large number of cases have been brought
to trial, an astonishing amount has been collected in fines, and the tremendous
mmber of convictions indicate an activity on the part of the Federal Government much
greater than what I had suprosed existed. I hadn't supposed it to be anywhere near
50 many cases. I knew the Govermment was acting with vigilance, but I had no idea of
the number of convictions.

X I am sending a special message to the Congress asking for a resclution mak-
ing effective a special reduction of income taxes by March 15th. That has just gone up.
lost of the audience I see is going after it. That was the reason for my delay in
receiving the press today. I wanted to speak with some one on the 'phome at the
| lapitol, and there is ondy one wire. All the rest have been put out of commission by
the storme It took me some time to reach the person I wanted.to communicate with.
ldon't kmow that it will be possible to secure legislation at this time. It would
require unanimous consent, but I thought that such action would be so helpful that we
mght to @88k to have unanimous consent, and if we can't secure it why we can't, that is
alle X

I haven't selected any Secretary of the Navy yet.

I haven't made any final dtermination about the appointment of Commissioners
in the District. I think at the last conference we had, I dff indicated the very
tnanimous endorsement that had come from the many different organizations in Washing-
ton of the two City Commissioners. I inguired of them if they would be willing to
serve, if I should make up my mind to appoint them. Since then I hmve received a
mmber of communications, not exactly in the nature of charges, but in the nature of
protests that I thought perhaps I ought to clear up before I send the names up, and

for that reason I am obliged to take a little time to investigate the charges. I don't

00217




Se
think they really amount to anythingP< It would be very unusual that Commissioners
would be in office for three years without theke being two opinions as to whether
they functioned properly. I know that, because I was Mayor of Northampton and
sfter I had given a very excellent administration for a year there was a division
of opinion as to vhether I ought to be reelected. X
I think that covers all the guestions.

You may dwell with such emphasis as you want on the necessity of getting

the tax reduction. The arguments for that are stated in my message.
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March 14, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Correspondents.

Here is a suggestion that I discuss the appeal of the United States

qgar Association from the ruling of the Tariff Commission excluding the Philippine
Islands from thepending investigation into the tariff on sugar. That is a matter
spout which I don't happen to have any information. 1 kmnew the Tariff Commission
ws making an investigation into the cost of the production of sugar. I don't know
to wvhom the appeal would lie, unless possibly it means that the Sugar Association
rants to appeal to me. It is my understanding that the Tariff Board would make

this investigation on my request and that therefore they would follow whatever re-
mest I have made. Whether 1 have made a request that would warrant this or not

is for them to determine. So I am not in a pvosition where 1 can give much informa-

tion about that.

The administration hasn't any new attitude about the loans of private

imrican financial interests to foreign governments. Technically, 1 suprose that
in time of peace in a way any American has a right to lend his money wherever he
thinks it will secure him the largest return, taking everything into considerationm.
|l think large loans are not usually made to foreigmn governments by private interests
mless it is nmown that the U. S. Government has no objection. ot that the
fovernment takes any responsibility about it, but simply that it indicates it has
0 objection to it. This recent loan that was made came to my attention first
through press information. Very likely i{f there was inquiry made at the State
Jepartment about it, though about that I have no information.

X As I understand the attitude of the American Government about things of
that kind, loans to foreign governments, it goes right along that line. It recognizes
the privilege of American financial interests to place their money where they think
it will be of the greatest service to those to whom the money belongs. Sometimes it is
lecessary to take a rather broad view, to consider not merely the immediate financial

return, but the general result. That is especially true under present conditions,

vhen large sums of money are owed to us by EBEuropean countries, so that on that account
‘Fe have what we might say is a direct financial interest in the economic reconstruc-
Ition of Burope and in those countries becoming financially able to repay us. We are

®llecting very large sums from Great Britain and naturally would not want anything to
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occur that might joepardize those payments, and we should be glad to have any reason-

J

able action taken that might put other countries in BEurope in a financial condition
to consider repayment to us of money due us. That has relation merely to. our debt.
[don't want to bring that up at this time as indicating a determination to press it
or anything of that kind. I simply speak of it as a present condition. Then of
course there are always the trade relationse 1 think it has been for many years the
policy of the British financial interests to make investments abroad for the

purpose of the commercial advantage of the people of Great Britain. Sometimes that
takes one form and sometimes another, but as those investments are made abroad they
result in credits there and financial obligations which it is supposed have been a
very deminant influence in increasing the trade of Great Britain. So that our
country would be glad to have surplus capital of our nation invested in that way.
Then of course we always have to look at our domestic conditions. There are times
vhen credit in this country is scarce and maney is high and dear, and when there are

conditions of that kind our Government would probably not want to encourage the

investment of money abroad. They would rather have it retained at home where,

in taking a general and broad view, it would be of more advantage to the American
-people. Now all of this comes down to one thing. It ousht to be the attitude of

the American Government so to encourage the use of American capital as best to
administer to the welfare of the American people. Sometimes that is done by sug-
gesting that we make no investments abroad. At other times it would be done by
encouraging investments abroad.;f\; suppose that the recent loan took all of those
conditions into consideration. No doubt they thought it would be best for the wel-
faere of the nation and for the welfare of those who hcld the money to make, or to
stend ready to make, a large investment abroad for the purpose of protecting American
interests. Of course there is a little broader view than that to take - of assistance
to those that are in distress. That is a duty that z2lways falls on us, as well as
merely taking care of our own material needs. It is a real duty, one that we can't
escape, and one that we always have to consider in determining questioms of this kind.

_ Here is another statement that the Department of Interior has issued instruc-

tions forbidding bureau officials from recommending attorneys to handle business before
| the Department. I don't know that that is the expression of any particular adminis-
tration policy. It does occur to me that it is a salutary regulation, though there

are quite a number of things to consider. Anyone who has been in a Department knows
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that a department is constantly the recipient of requests for what amounts to
legal advice and our departments are very generous in having printed forms and so
om ready to send out answering questions. Of course that is probably as prevalent
in the Treasury Department as anywhere when questions of taxation come up, but it
is prevalent in all the Departments, and oftentimes it is very difficult for the
Jepartment to take the responsibility for giving advice, and the person inquired of,
yhen an ingquiry of that kind may come, may know of parties in Washington that are
grperts in this matter, and I can conceive of times when it is perfectly proper
to say that Mre. A. or Squire B, as we say in the country, is an expert about this
and would be able to give you advice which I wouldn't want to be responsible for.
lut on the other hand, you can see that abuses might arise, under whichtgg'r:ould be
a ¢claim that certain attorneys were receiving a recomrendation by the Department,
and,unless a good deal of care is exercised, that such attorneys get favors from the
Jepartment that xkmy are unwarranted. I don't know of any such cases, but that
iwuld be a danger, so that I think Departments ought to make recommendations about
the employment of particular individuals as little as possible.XI judge that this
instruction in the Department of the Interior has been issued with that in view.
Almost all imstructions and laws, and so on, are the result of some particular abuse
tirought to the attention of some one. I don't know of any in this case, but very
|likely some abuse may have been brought to the attention of the Department that
|taused this action to be taken., Like all rules, it has to be observed with discretion
{ind judgment.
I have appointed the Shipping Committees recommended by Senator Jones after
|conference with Admiral Palmer. I have sent out to try to get a list of those. 1
|lidn't keep the list here. Admiral Palmer and I made up the list and I am not able
o give you from memory the names. There are two Committees and the details of the
|Vork that these Committees are to do - one of them is to lock into the requirements
lecessary for reconditioning and keeping the ships that we have from deteriorating
jd the fleet from deteriorating, and the other is the general question of coordina-
tion of the different activities of the Govermment and privete enterprise for the
(|lirpose of securing cooperation between shipping and railroads, and so on.
I don't know that I can make any specific comrent about the defeat of the

lorbeck-Burtness bill. I though that bill had a good deal of merit, and thought that

00221




o

| 4,

t would be helpful to the present distressed situation in the agricultural regions.
t seemed to be in harmony with some of the recommendations that I made in my

rssage to the Congresse I am not famildar with all the details of it, but the

plicy of it was assistance by the Government to farmers to diversify, and assist-
pce meant furnishing them with a small amount of capitzl with which to begin
perations in that direction. I became interested in that field through the

hterest of the President of the Agricultural College of North Dakota, who seemed

0 have a very clear idea of what the present situation was, and what might be

elpful in securing a way out. That bill and the McNary-Haugen bill are entirely

ifferent things. They haven't any relation. One was to help diversify, and the

ther to undertake tc increase the price of farm commodities.
X I can't give any statement regarding the selection of Chief Justice

ilbur as Secretary of the Navy, other than what the press already has. The sug-

rstion came that he would make a good Secretary of the Navy from a newspaper

Iurce. That is a very good recommendation always, as you would probably be will-
toc admit, and after careful investigation it seemed that he was qualified by

|s experience and training, his character and ability, tc undertake that work. x
There wasn't much of anything done in the Cabinet today, except to con-
lder @ note from the Canadian Government in relation to the St. Lawrence waterways.

l is my understanding that that note is to be given out this afternoon, so that

t will be in the morning papers.

From what source, Mr. President?

I think from the State Department here and from the Canadian Govermment.
Can you give us a little more in the way of detail about the selection of
ke new Secretary of the Navy, Mr. President?

He was here at the time at the law institute and went dovm to North
#J'olina to visit some friemds. I think it was North Caroclina he went to. He
topped when he came back here and I had a conference with him.

I don't know that I can g¢ make any comment about not being able to get a

Ihsolution providing for the 25% reduction in the income tax returns for March 15th,
|gave the principal objects that I had in mind in relation to that in the message
send to the Congress. 1 have understood that there was & project on foot to pass

_|resolution of this kind before the next quarterly tax day. Should that be
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{included in the tax bill, it would be taken care of in that way.

The matter of the appointment of members of the Mexican Méxed Claims
|Comission can't be taken up until there is an exchange of ratification of the
sgreement ., The agreement has been made. I think ours has been forwarded to
jexico and there's has been sent up here, but there has not been an exchange of
ratification.

I have here the statement of Admiral FPlunkett, which I think went to the
press, though I am not certain. It is as follows:

l. "The quoted statement 'Washington is the wettest city in the United
ftates and the Federal authorities are not attempting to clean it up' was not stated
by me on the witness stand or subsequent thereto."”

2. "In answer to the question by the presiding judge as to what was the
vettest city in the United States, I stated 'I have been informed that Washington
s the wettest city in the United States.'”

e "1 made no comment or criticism whatever upon the manner in which
federal authorities are carrying on their work or duty.”

4. '"The above statement I confirmed by telephone with the presiding Jjudge
this date, as I noticed a Washington paper misguoted practically everything I said.
The presiding justice confirms the above statement."

I haven't any plan yet about the appointment of the District Commissioners.
lam investigating some reports that were made to me. 1 have here the information
n relation to the Shipping Committees. The Committee on survey of the needs of the
krchant marine - that is to keep it intact - The Secretary of the Treasury, Secretary
of War, Secretary of the Navy, Secretary of Commerce, Chairman of the U.S. Shipping
“|lard,end the President of the Fleet Corporation (lir. O'Connor and Admiral Palmer).
he Committee to coordinate activities of the Interstate Commerce and Shipping Board:
|%cretary of Commerce, Chairman of the Interstate Commerce Commission, Chairman of
"meShipping Board, a practical railroad man, and a practical shipping man. Those
ire not yet selected, and the President of the Fleet Corporation. Perhaps because
“|they are not selected is the reason it has not been given out.

That seems to cover the questions.
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March 18, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

1 haven't any official information about the European situation which
would enable me to draw any conclusions about it, other than that which has been
reported in the news of the day. I don't want to raise up any hopes that might
hereafter prove unfounded, so that it is necessary to speak of it very guardedly,
but from all the information that I havgfthe general attitude and the general
conditionss I think we are warranted in having a hope that they are going to make
some kind of a settlement. INow what that will be I don't knowe I can't tell
about that until the report comes out. The suggestion here is about the forth-
coming report of the Dawes Committee, and on that, as I say, I have no specific
information. Of course the Committee does not report in any way to the United
Jtates Government, and such information as we get in relation to it comes from
Mr. Logan, who is our official observex. « I have no different information
than that which is reported in the newspapers.

I haven't given any consideration to the matter of ratification of the
name of Samuel Knight as Government counsel in one of the California o0il lease
cases. 1 took him because he was especially well recommended to be a Judge, very
Iexcellent recommendations, which led me to suppose that he was a man of excellent
qualifications. I had met him, but don't kmow him personally - just slightly.
0f course you already have the information about the telegrams that were exchanged
in which specific inquiry was made as to his connection with any o0il companies
and whether he was involved with the Standard 0il Company in the State of California.
He said he had never represented any 0il companies and that he could take the case
wvithout any embarrassment. You people that are interested in literary things per-
haps recall that story of Rex Beach, "The Spoilers", that Alaska story. 1 think
¥r. Knight is the original District Attorney that figures as one of the heroes of
that story, going south by boat to get on board ship and going down to San Francisco,
I believe, to get an injunction which he brought back and that #d}‘sarved the situa-
tion.

1 have had several suggestions about the appointment of some retired
lajor Generals of the Army as one of the Commissioners of the District of Columbia.

This whole thing is under consideration and under investigation. I expect to have
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ﬁreport on it very shortly which undoubtedly will enable me to take some action,.
[ don't know that there is any necessity for great haste. The Commissioners are
functioning as they have for the last two or three years, and I shall depend on
the results of the investigation to see what ought to be done.

The Cabinet spent considerable time this morning considering the agri-
cultural situation, with which we are all pretty familiar. There is one phase
of it, perhaps, that might be kept in mind, and that is the organization of that
10,000,000 Agricultural Credit Corporation. Now that there has been a failure
to pass the diversification bill known as the Norbeck-Burtness Bill, I am going
to ask this Agricultural Credit Corporation to function in the same way that the
provisions of that bill would have functionedy that is, to assist farmers in
diversification. That organization was created as the result of a conference
that I called here on the 4th of February, and the bankers and business men of
the northwest, middlewest, and down as far as New York, at once joined and raised
a 810,000,000 fund which of course can be supplemented by a loan from the War
Finance Corporation,about $20,000,000 or $30,000,000 more, which ought to enable
them to assist very materially in diversification. Dr. Coulter who formulated
the plan that was embodied in the Norbeck-Burtness bill is the Vice President of
the new Agricultural Credit Corporation, and I am sure that he can be very help-
ful in transferring some of the activities of this corporation into the field
that would have been taken up by the Government, had that other bill passed.

Mr. President, is Agricultural Corporation the exact name?

The Agricultural Credit Corporation is the corporate name.

Does this contemplate an increase in the capital of the organization?

No, the War Finance Corporation has been designated to help out the
banks, and when this Agricultural Credit Corporation was formed it was expected
that those farmers who needed assistance and advice and counsel would resort to

this corporation for azid in that direction.
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March 21, 1924,

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper len.

Here is a question that I can't answer. It is relative to the preferen-
tial rail rate section of the shipping acte I am not familiar with the details of
that act, so that I can't discuss it intelligently or give you any idea about what
the national policy ought to be, other than supposing that the national policy is
set out in that act of Congress. Sometimes we find that an act of Congress is dif-
ficult to put into operation, on account of international relations that perhaps the
longress didn't consider. There is a suggestion here that there is opposition on
the part of British and Japanese interests to putting that into operation. That, as
I say, I don't kmow anything aboute. I haven't heard anything about it, and am not
able to give you any information about it that I think would be helpfule I think
if you would inquire into it at the Shipping Board or of Admiral Palmer?;;ould
probably get some explicit information.

An inquiry about the possibility that additionzl members will be added
to the national committee to consider the St. Lawrence waterways question, due to
the fact that some eastern cities believe they are not adequately represented.

That is news to me toos I didn't happen to learn of the suggestion that any

eastern cities wanted representation. 1 think the establishment of that committee
was not so much in relation to cities or localities, though I think there is a

sort of general geographical representation as to different commercial interests
and national activities and professional employments. lir. Hoover gave me the main
idea about the appointment of the committee. I think that we worked out the plan
along that line, of having men on it that represent different activities - engineers
some representatives of labor, some representatives of commerce, and so on, with a
view to having different elements of the commnity and nation representated rather
particular cities. I didn't have any idea of the representation of particular
cities. New York is represented, not because it is New York, but because we wanted
some one that understood about commercial and legal activities. A man named Reed
was put on from llew York. Ke has been the head of the Merchants Association.

He is quite a lawyer. And someone from Boston was put on that represents com-
mercial interests up there, and so on.

1 have here a note of inouiry about legislation. It is always rather

embarassing for me to discuss legislation that is pending, about which there is a
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¢ontroversy in the Congress. As I have explained many times, I can't very well
announce beforehand that I am going to veto a bill, or that I am going to sign it.
] have to keep my mind open about those things until the proposal comes to me.
Jobody knows what the bill may contain when it gets here, so that 1 have to wait
and see.)(kl have general policies about legislation which I have announced quite a
good mahy times, and I think you wont make much of any mistake if ydu look and see
yhat public announcements I have made about my policies, and until I announce
otherwise you are probably warranted in supposing that is my attitude and mind. >

Senator Smoot and Senator Curtis came in to discuss the carrying forward
of the busdness of getting the appropriation bills along, the tax bill, and so forth,
and seeing what can be done to promote the general activity of the Senate in enact-
ing the necessary legislation that is before it. That will be the particular sub-
ject of discussion with some of the House members that are going to dine with me this
evening, I want to see what plans thdy have for promoting the legislation that is
necessary to be passed by the House, especially the arpropriation bills, to see what
ve can do to speed up action,there in order to get an adjournment at a reasonably
garly date. There is the necessary public business of the Congress to be trans-
acted irrespective of the investigations that are going on, and the appropriations
of course must be passed before the Congress can adjourn or before it can consider
that its work is finished this session. In that I am interested in doing anything
1 can to promote or speed it up. That is what 1 was discussing with Senator Smoot
and Senator Curtis, and what I am going to discuss with the steering committee of
the Houses I think they are making falr progress in that direction. I understand
the appropriation bills are substantially ready for report, some of them passed the
House, and some of them are being discussed in the Senate. There are about two
months left now between the present time and the first of June. It seems to me
that within that time we ought to be able to get the appropriation bills under way
and such other legislation as may be necessary. It will be necessary of course to
pass something of an immigration bill, as that present law expires by limitationm,

[ think on the 30th of Junes It is generally agreed that we ought to have a limita

tion on immigration, sothat there must either be new legislation or some provision
for keeping in effect the present law. Those are some of the main things that the

Congress has to determine in order to take care of the general needs of the country.
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March 25, 1924.
HRemarks by the President to the Newsparer lien.

No further information has come to me about the lMcNary-Haugen Bill.
I have some reports of experts - some on one side, and some on the other,
some that I am waiting to come in.

I haven't any information about the appointment of the former
Governor of the Federal Reserve Board, We. G. P. Harding, with the League of
Nations Commission No. 100. I don't think that is anything that would come
before the United States Government, It says here that it is possible
he might decline the appointment, and whether in that case the name of
Owen We Boynton, or Frederick Delano, has been suggested. There has been
no suggestion about any of this, so far as I know. I have seen some reports
about Governor Harding in the press, but that matter is not a matter, so far
as I know, that comes before our Govermment at all. I certainly haven't
any information about it.

1 haven't taken up with the State Department the matter of the
appointment of a Mixed Claims Commission to determine claims betweasn the
U. Se and Austria and Hungary. Whether that is ripe for consideration is
a matter about which I haven't any information at the moment. I don't recall
ever having taken it up, though I don't want to be too certain about that.

It might have slipped my mind.

I have one or two inquiries about the amendment to the Naval Ap-
propriations Bill for calling another Disarmament Conference to complete the
work of the Washington Conference. OQur Government has made no inquiries about
that of foreign governments, so far as I knowe. I think I have stated once or
twice my position about it. There were some things that our Governmment would

we
have been glad to do at the Washington Conference which/were unable to ac-

complish. It may be that there is an opportunity arising in the near future,
though I don't think it appears to be here at present, for taking'up some of
those questions and getting a solution to them. If that should appear to be

the case, why it would be in order to consider iti&LMy general opinion has been
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that in the present condition of Europe, it would not be of any use to
approach them with any general suggestion about a disarmament conference, or a
further disarmament conference, though I suppose everyone knows what the
American position was and what the agenda proposed by the American Government
required, and that some of those positions were not met. The American Govern-
ment at the Present time I feel certain would be glad to have those positions
met that were proposed at that time. I should think that the first thing to
do would be to consider what would be the agenda at a conference of that kind.
A general disarmament conference, I think would be hopeless of accomplishing
very much at its very outset. Then there are tther matters of consideration
that might be taken up - undertaking to see what could be done about inter-
national laws, which our country had in mind for such a long time but on which
it could not get any action.

Je. Weston Allen of Massachusetts I suppose was in town on sume
Federa2l matters that he had. He dropped in to see me - a personal call.

I imagine the vnostmaster =zt Boston will be appointed very soon.

The Secretary of Agriculture reported at today's Cabinet meeting
that the foot and mouth disease had broken out afresh in one or two different
places in California, and this would probably make necessary the expenditure
of considerable money there to stamp it out. He thought it was under don-
trol in California and had lifted the embargo on transrortation of cattle
within the State. It has broken out in a rather disturbing fashion in
counties at least some distance away from where it first broke out.

I don't ¥now who will have charge of the contempt proceedings in
the case of Harry F. Sinclair. I suppose they will proceed in the usual way
that those cases proceeds I don't recall ever having noticed one of those
cases before. 1 suppose the general way is to certify to the District
Attorney of the Bistrict of Columbia, who then takes charge of it. I ha&en't
any definite kmnowledge about it.

Senator Lodge dropped in on his way up to the Capitol to confer
about general legislative matters.

I don't xnow as 1 can give much of any information about the
tariff rate on sodium nitrate. There are some people interested in that,

in the State of Washington, who called on me 2 day or two ago and I told
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them that I would be very glad to give them any possible assistance that
I could. I think the difficulty has arisen from the fact that the
Tariff Commission is unable to ascertain the cost of manufacture abroad.
Manufacturers abroad have declined to permit them to inspect their

works or plant, or whatever may be necessary, so that they find a great
deal of difficulty in finding what the cost of production abroad and at
home is. I believe a letter was left for me which I was to take up with

the Tariff Commission.
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March 28, 1924.
Remarks by the President to Newspaper Meﬂ

I haven't made any choice yet of any one for the Federal Trade Commissione.

Here is rather a long question sugg‘est_ing that I develop the thought about
the naval reserve conservation. I don't know as I can do that in 2 way that would
be really helpful. The little statement that I gave out contained about what I had
in minde Of course my reason for appointineg this commission was especially in order
that they might develop a plan. I wanted them to consider the general question of
conservation and see what might be done in that direction. And I also wented them
to formulate tentative plans, in order to be able to take immediate advantage of
any court deciston. They would necessarily be tentative, and their nature and
operation would of course depend upon the course of litigation. I wanted to be
prepered to act immediately when the courts made the decision, and I wanted to be
vorking on the general and broad plan of the necessary conservation of oil for the
uge of the Navy, irrespective of present litigation and irrespective of what the
result of it might be.

X Here is a question about the type of man for Attorney General. I think
everybody will recognize that there are two things that are especially necessary for
an attorney General. One is that he should have a good acquaintance with the laws
hat I think even more important perhaps is that he should have the capacity for
ddministration. The Attorney General has under him a number of departments, a
great many subsiddaries, 2 gre=t many assistants, running into a number of hundreds,
and so the Department of Justice not only is equipped for the purpose of administer-
ing the law, but it is likewise a sort of business institutions. It is desirable
for the Attorney General to have an administrative capacity.

Mr. President, would the question of personality be permissible in that
connection?

You can answer that question.

I saw some of the papers mention the names of Hughes, Borah, Kenyon and
§itbtire Are those men under consideration, Mr. President?

Those are all very excellent men, but I haven't come down to the considera-

tion of a particular person yet.
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Here is an inquiry too about the railroad and shipping men to sit on the
Fﬂmittee to coordinate railroads and transportations 1 have on that Committee the
fecretary of Commerce, lir. Palmer, President of the Fleet Corporation, Mr. O'Connor,
(heirman of the Shipping Board, and Arthur Gilbert Smith, President of the Americ
Picemship Owners Association, which has an office at 11 Broadway, New York City, a
Wsteamship corporation of course, Daniel Willard, President of the B. & OC. Re R.,
Yrepresent ing the railroad men, and the Chairman of the Interstate Commerce Commission,
dirs Hoover. There was scarcely anything considered at today's Cabinet meeting.
Jit vas very short, I think about 20 minutes, and no subjects were taken up.
I don't xnow as I can give you any information that would be helpful or
Spertinent about the bill relative to Porto Rico. ’;;'he delegation from Porto Rico came
fin to visit me, perhaps you recall, some time ago. 1 made some comments then to them,
dphich I later put on paper and transmitted, and I think gave to the press. I am not
Yeertain about that. The fundamental question there is & question of administrationm,
"“"'-'ﬂand it is the difficulty of having an elective legislature and a Governor that serves
':%lby reason of appointment from here. I think it is recognized by students of Govern-
pent that an arrangement of that kind, even when all parties proceed with the greatest

hossible tact, has in it necessarily elements that are quite likely to lead to some

tind of conflict between the Governor on the one hand and the local legislature on

the other. At the present time they are getting on remarkably well, but if some
‘@feans could be provided by which the Governor could be elected by the people of Porto
WRico, it would eliminate that difficulty. Now, I don't Xmow just what this Porto

'{'-Eico meagure Of self-government does provide for, but if anything skemx is to be done,
»;aometir:ing of a fundamental nature in that direction I think would be more helpful than
laything else.

I have some information about Philippine independence. I gave out quite a

-i"'lengthy statement not very long ago, expressing my views about Philippine independence.

ur country is committed to the policy of ultimate independence, so that the

practical question which remains is the method by which it is to be put into effect

: the time. I think the pending proposal is that it should go into effect in 1935,
|if the Pilipino people about that time will vote for that proposal. They have an

4 tlection every three years. They will have an election in 1934, when that question

' tuld be submitted for referendums I think that under present arrangements they have
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an advantage in relation to their sugar crop of $12,000,000 to $15,000,000, and in
relation to their tobacco crop about 5,000,000, which will undoubtedly be lost
to them under the proposal of independence. That is 2 practical question that they
will want to consider, when they decide on what action they ought to take. Of
course they have outstanding in this country the Filipino bonds, providing for inde-
pendences They would necessarily have to take those into comsideration and make
due provision for their payment =nd retirement. There is a general feeling that
if the Filipino people want independence that it is no materizl advantage to us or
commercially to us to hold them under present arrangements. The people give voice
to those two proposals and say therefore, "Why hold them?” To my mind that doesn't
quite fulfill the requirements of our duties toward the Filipino people, or toward
the world in general.)(l don't suppose the United States ;;Swilling to take on the
obligations of Philipping Government or become responsible for the welfare of the
Filipino people at the time it was taken over, but it seemed necessary that it
should be done. Otherwise they would have been cast adrift and become the support
I was going to say - anyway there would have been an invitation to occupation or
aggression by other countries, so that we felt we had something of a duty to per-
form towards them. That duty is not all performed at the present time. The U.Se
practically recognizes that that is the case, so that the practical question is
to find the time when they may be ready to take up their duties and obligations
of self-government. Some think that can be done as early as 1935.

I have received a report today from General Lord about the bill drafted
by Colonel Sherrill, providing for the Arlington Memorial Bridge. I haven't had
& chance to examine it in detail, and I am going to call a meeting of the Com-
nmission at a very early date in order that I may lay the report before them.

How much money is there in that bill, lr. President?

How much money?

Yeos, sir.

Well the plans in their entirety call for sbout $22,000,000, The build-
ing of the bridge I think is a matter of some $5,000,000 or $7,000;000. I haven't
any specific information abott the resignation of Mr, liiller, the Insurance Com-

missioner of the District of Columbia. Fxmx
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I understood that the Committee had reported the name of Samuel Knight
to the Senate without making any recommendation either favorable or unfavorable,
simply reporting it back, and by that I understand they are asking the opinion of
the Senate upon ite I expect to take that opinicn and not withdraw the name.
The resolution that was sent to me it is true doesn't make it necessary to have
the appointment confirmed by the Senate, but I was glad to have them share that
responsibility as a matter of policy. Then there is another practical reason
that unless the name is confirmed by the Senate there is no means by which any
compensation can be paid or any expenses met for the necessity of carrying on
investigation and litigation. So that while the original resolution doesn't make
it necessary for the confirmation, the other bill that came to me making the
appropriation of $100,000 for things of this kind did specifically provide that
appointments under it should be confirmed by the Senate.

¥ My conference with Chief Justice Taft had no relation to the selection

of an Attorney Generale.

1 haven't appointed the members of the American Mixed Claims Commission

yete

00235



P

April 1, 1924.

Remarzs by the “resident to Newspaper len.
Here is an inquiry about an increase in postzl rates to take care of
the prorosed increase in szlary of postal employees. I haven't any definite and
specific inform=tion about that. All that I imow is that the Committee on Post

Office and Post Roads is working up with the Post liaster General's office some-

thing in thet direction, undertaking to see where they can possible be secured
an increase in revenue, paying in whole or in part the increase that is proposed
to be made for the postal employees. I mean their wages of course.

I can't give you much of any inform=tion about the St. Lawrence Water-
ways Engineering Board. I don't recall that anvthine has bemn done about that.
The National Commission I think I have appointed and has been given out, but I
don't think I have made any avpointment tc the Engineering Board. It might be a
good idea to have a member of the Engineering Board that was also a member of the
Waterways Commission, in order that they might have a source of contact through
having one member that has a common membership.

X I haven't been able to reach any decision about appointing an Attorney
Generale Of course what I am trying to do there necessarily is to get a
$75,000 or $100,000 man for a salary of $12,000. Now that isn't at all impossible.
1 expect to be able to do something that is substantially in that line.

Mr. President, I think it would interest the country to kmow what your
Judgment is as to a $75,000 or $100,000 man.

3{ What I mean by that is that a man in private practice might be able to

.

secure that income. The Govermment of the United States is constantly served in
that way.by men, especially under-secretaries, men of capacity and of experience who
are here in Washington at a very large sacrifice because they love the service.

They are attached to it, not only because of the fascination of it, but because of

a patriotic desire to serve the countrye. f course when you come to members of

the Cabinet, I don't need to designate any of the present members by name, you

Just think of them yourselves, you can understand whether the United States Govern-
ment is getting the worth of its money in hiring those men for $12,000 a year and

an automobile.
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Mr. President, have you any idea when the appointment might come?

Well, just as soon as I can fine someone. It is difficult to canvass the
situation in a hurry. I have to consult with & good many men and make a great many
inquiries. If I wanted someone in Chicago, why I would have, perhaps, to send out
there and get that person to come on here, then I would have to make inquiries in
the town, make investigations, and find out what their connections are, and talk
vith a number of Senators and Representatives about it to see what they kmow. All
of it takes time, but it is not a problem that will be by any means immossible or
very difficult to solve. It takes some time to do it.

Nr. President, may I ask whether geographical reguirements are being con-
sidered?

I don't think that is highly important. What I want is a man of character
and ability that will take that office and administer it in accordance with the
well known standards of administration of the Attorney General's office, and if that
is done it doesn't make very much difference whether the man, if he sﬁould return
home, would go to Florida, Oregon, New England, or the middle states, or to the
Pacific coast. There are certain balances that we like to maintain. Sometimes that
can be done, and sometimes it cannot. What I am looking for is the man, rather than
looking =2t geography.

I haven't any definite plan for a conference with Senate leaders similar
to those which I had with the House. I confer with them individuwally, or with one
or two of them together, and that I have been doing recently. I conferred with
Senator Curtis and Senator Pepper at the House this morning before I came over here,
and I have conferred with Senator Brandegee and Senator Reed at dinner last evening.
This is not anything, I presume, you would want to print. I just mention it as an
example of my constant conferences with individual members that are coming in by
two's or so.

Kr. President, do you still think Congress can adjourn by the first of

June?

It can. OSaying that it can, and that it will, is asnother thing. But I

think it both can and will.
At today's Cabinet meesting I went over a very short and sketchy way the

buginess situation. Some reports have been coming in to me that in certain lines
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there is a little slowing up. That is to be expected. So I was inguiring of Mr.
Hoover whether from his observation and reports there is indicated a general slow-
ing up of business. He says that it does not, that the steel industry which is a
very good barometer is going ahead well, and that the building industry which I
think reached its peak last year hcs a larger number of permits this year than it
had laste Now that industry is basic. When the building industry is good, it
includes iron, steel, hardware and wood, all kinds of materials, and all kinds of
industries, and if that is good the basic industries are good, and we can expect to
g0 along fairly well. \ I think the reason for the slowing up of business - as a
vhole business will undoubtedly g0 ahead well if it is assured that we are going
to proceed as we have been doing with our policy of economy of Government ex~
penditures, and in addition to that if there is going to be a2 reduction of taxes.
iy ovn theory is that if the tax bill had been passed as it was introduced by
the administration within six weeks or two months after the coming in of Congress,
the country would have seen a2 large increase in business, a stimulation in various
activities. Just at the present time there is a good deal of money piling up in
the benks, so that call money is very low. Now that is a very perfect example of
the way the present tax laws work, because that means that the owners of that money
are not willing to invest it in industry. They would rather let it lie on deposit
at a very small rate of interest in the bank, or loan it out on call at something
like 3%, than invest it in industr:?'jin ordinary times when the net return was 6%
or 8% With the present method of taxation that is not the case. It results of
course in a slowing up of business.

Mr. President, do you care, along that line, to discuss the prospect of
tax legislation?

I have been in conferenge with Senator 7atson about that and he says they
are going to work day and night, and they are working day and night as you know,
mtil they get that tax bill out. That is especially the matter on which I confer
vith Senators, in order to expedite business.

K I haven't any plan about a summer White House. I rather imagine that we
Will stay here, if that is agreeable to you, a very large part of the summer.
Perhaps all of it. I don't kmow. I will do the best I can, though, to get a trip

for youe But it is easier to transact business of the Government here than it is
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sywhere else, and the White House with the large open space around it and the
g@unds is fairly comfortable in the summer. We didn't find any great inconvenience
128t August, after we came here. It is not nearly so warm in the surroundings here
a5 you probably know it is in the street. You see a marked difference.

It doesn't now seem possible that I shall be able to attend the 50th
iniversary Celebration of the Perdue University at Lafayette, Ind. I am having to
go up to New York to speak to the Associated Press on the 22nd of April, which will
gxhaust my output for some time. This will only be ten days later, and I doubt very
mch if I can get out there. I haven't entirely abandoned it, but I have had to
tell them that It is not likely that I can be present.

I understand from the House organization that under a plan in the House,
should it become necessary, they would put through = separate measure for a 25%
tax reduction for the current year. 1 suprose they meant by that that if at any
time it became apparent that the present proposed law wasn't going to pass, or was
going to be delayed beyond the middle of June, or something of that kind, that in
that contingency they would attempt to provide a 257, reduction which will take care

of the situation.
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April 4, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men,

I don't Xmow as I can say there were any particular topics under
discussion when the BJenators were at breakfast this morning. I expressed to
them a desire that they do what they could to expedite legislation. I received
a report from Senator Smoot that they expected to be able to report the tax
bill tomorrow or lionday. I think he said there was a suggestion that there be
no session of the Senate tomorrow, in order to give the Finance Committee the
entire day to consider the tax measure. The discussion didn't take up any
particular bills or any particular topics. I wanted to find out what the
prospect was of pushing legislation zhead, which everybody indicated they wanted
to do and on which they thought the prospect was good. I don't know when
I shall call in any more Senators or Representatives to break bread with me.

I am liable to call them in any time. I am likewise liable not to call them
in at all. I like to keep in touch, of course, with the members of the House
gnd Senate. They are very busy men and unless I call them in in considerable
numbers at one time, I don't have a chance to keep up that contact that I would
like to keep. I can only see three or four or five men here in this office
an hour, if they come in one at a time, usually for a period of about fifteen
minutes, during only about three hours that I can devote to anything of that
kind in the morning; so that unless I call them in in blocks, I don't have

a chance to keep that intimate contact that otherwise I would like to have.
Sometimes during the past season 1 have been able to do that Saturday after-
noons on the Mayflower, but I have not been out on that for some time. Per-
haps we can start up some trips on that in the near future.

There was no particular t0picé discussed with Governer Stokes or
Governor Preuss. Governor Stokes some time ago indicated that he was coming
to town and would like to call on me, and I suggested that he lunch with me.
Governor Preuss dropred in on me this morning when he was in town with two or
three of his constituents, and called on me to introduce his constituents,
and I asked Governor Preuss to come to lunch. The gathering was rather casual,

and the conversation was casual.
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Here is perhaps an interesting inquiry, because of its suggestiveness.
!X It wants to know how I am going to conduct the coming campaign. There is an

inference in it I judge that perhaps you will be able to interpret. I haven't
myself made any plan about that. I don't think I happened to think of it; even
this inquiry doesn't suggest any particular plan to me. The inquiry is vhether
there will be a speaking tour, or whether it will be a front porch campaign.
I haven't the slightest idea about that - made no plan about it. I will do
whatever aprears to be necessary when the event is upon me.

I didn't discuss with Governor Preuss the political situation in the
northwest, except perhaps it may have been referred to in the most casual waye.

Here is an inquiry about the Brown reorganization committee and the
suggestion that it is considering a proposed consolidation of the Shipring

Board into the Department of Commerce, under an Assistant Secretary of lMarine,

I don't kmow whether that is a fact or not. I said to the Shipping Board at the
time that Admiral Palmer became President of the Fleet Corporation that 1
thought there was a wide field for them to cover outside of the carrying on

the business of running the fleet, and that I was not going to provose or
present any suggestion for taking away from them their jurisdiction or their
abolition. I think at that time there were some bills either pending or pro-
posed to abolish the Shipping Board, and I made it plain to them at that time
that I was not suprorting those bills, and rather favored the continuation of
the Board in order that we might see whether under the present plan, which I
thought and Senator Jones thought was a more complete putting into effect of

the present law, we could work out a reasonable plan for carrying on the
merchant marine. It may be that the Committee is propoding something of that
kind. I think the rumor came to me that they were considering something of that
kind, but just what it is I don't kxnow.

?K Here is another interesting inquiry as to whether I favor the pro-
posed tax of 10% on radio receiving sets costing £15.00 or more. ¥Now I think

I can lay dowvn the broad principle that I am not in favor of imposing any

new kinds of taxes. I don't want to do that. I want the business of the

country so conducted that the imposition of new taxes would be unnecessary.
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That means of course that we should keep within the present source of our income
and expenditures and be as careful as we can about adding any new expenditures,
in order that we may have a reduction of taxes on those sources on which they are
now laid, wherever we can, and not the imposition of new taxes. That is the
general principle that I want to follow. Now sometimes there are exceptions to
rules, and it may be that the studies of those who are responsible for raising
sufficient revenue to mee t the needs of the Government feel that there might be
an adjustment of the burden in a way that would look like the imposition of a new
tax, but which rather is a taking of the tax off here by means of shifting the
burden to something else that is not now under taxatione. If this would come
within a provosal of that kind, well then it ought to be considered. But I should
have to know more about the circumstances to give an opinion as to whether I
think it is warranted. If that is what this provosal means, why then there might
be some justification for it. I am opposed to the general policy of the imposition
of new taxes at this time.

I don't kmow about the Dial bill that provides for the use of property
in the hands of the Alien Property Custodian. I am in favor of doing anything
that can be done for the promotion of trade with Germany, or trade with any other
foreign country. I don't understand however that there is at the present time any
lack of credit facilities, or that there is any lack of money in the banks or in
the hands of private individuals, to finance any kind of trade that is proposed with
Germany or any foreignm country.XMy idea about the Alien Property is that it ought
to be held intact, in order that if it should become necessary it would be available
to be applied to the claims of the American nationals and the American Government
for damages that accrued to them and to it. If that be not necessary then it ought
to be held intact, in order that it may be returned to its owners, the German
nationals, and I think that I have indicated that I judge it is doubtful whether
there is any warrant for undertaking to use this property for the financing of
foreign trade, because that is what it means. If there are other finances that can
be used, than I see no reason for msing this. I do think it ought to be kept intact
for those two purposes. I am exceedingly anxious to stimulate trade with Germany
or any other foreign country, exceedingly anxious to see it sufficiently financed;

but I am likewise anxious to keep this property intact for application to our

¢laims,if necessary, and if not necessary, in order that it mgy be returned to its

former owners. OO? 4?




April 8, 1924.

Remerks by the fresident to the Newspaper Men.

Here is a matter of some local interest relzting to the successor
of Judge Francis Baker of the U. S. Circuit Court of Appeals of Indiana. I am

waiting to get the opinion of the Attormey General about that, for one thing,
eand it has been represented to me that there is a great deal of sentiment in
favor of appointing Judge Andersom, but that he has some important cases pend-
ing before him that he really ought to close up. I know that there isn't any
particular urgency about this, because Judge Mack who was on some Commerce
Court or something of that kind was retired from that court, and in order to
make a place for him when that court was abolished the law rrovided that he
should be eligible for an appointment to the Circuit Court which was done, and
which gave him a kind of a robe commission. He has been in liew York for most
of the time. He has gone back to Chicago and taken up his work again, so that
there are as many judges there now as there were before. There is enough
work to do, as I understand it, to warrant having a judge with a robe commiscsion,
if I may so designate it, which leaves the courts in this Seventh District,
I think it is, so that there isn't any haste about the appointment of a successor.
Then if Judge Anderson should be promoted, 1 wanted to know what agreement can
be secured about the appointment of a successor to him. All of those things
together have held the matter up.

Mr. President, is the name of Representative Hickey, of Indiana, under
consideration for the judgeship of this court?

I don't mow that any special names are under consideration. I think
I had a ldést of a large number of names given to me - appointments that had been
suggested from the State of Indizna to different Senators and Representatives,
and so0 one I think Mr. Hickey's name was one, and Representative Sanders
another, - a good many dif ‘erent names.

There was practically no business that came up at todays Cabinet meet-
ing.

The purpose of the Executive Order to coordinate the various foreign
agencies was a matter of economy and efficienty, in order that no matter what

particular Department, whether it was Commerce, or Agriculture, or the State
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Department, a person might represent abroad, whatever information came to him he
would give that information to anyone else that was representing another Depart-
ment. It is simrly carrying out the fundamental principle that underlies the
Budget and underlies the plan of coordination and cooperation, and the con-
solidation and rearrangement of the different departments. There is a prepared
statement that will be given out to you when you go out, stating that a little
more explicitly than what I have in my oral retort.

I don't careto make any statement at the present time about another
World Conference, or any kind of a conference for the discussion of a reduction
of armaments and other matters.

I haven't arrived at any preference with respect to a temporary
Chairman of the Republican National Convention. Very likely later I may want
to talk the matter over with the members of the Committee, the Executive Com-
mittee of the National Committee, which I think is meeting on the 30th of April
to consider that question. Very likely I shall confer with them about that.

It was my impression that the Tariff Commission had made public its
report on the wheat tariff. I know I was in conference with some representatives
of the Commission, and I thought that had been given out. I may be mistaken
ebout it. I thought there were very large portions of it that could be given
out.e I don't kmow as there is anything in any of it that would be detrimental
to the wheat raising interests, if it were given to the rublic. Of course,
those things are all given out, as I understand it, in the amnnmual report to the
Congress.

I haven't any specific information about the two percent gas tax
bil], which is for the purpose of securing reciprccity between the District of
Columbia and Maryland. I am very desirous of securing that reciprocity, and have
very little doubt that if the plan has been worked out by the Committees and
passed, of course, by the Senate and House, and enacted into law, it would be
such a plan as I could approve. Though just the provisions of the present bill,

1 do not have in mind. I look at the object as a sort to be accomplished with

entire sympathy, and want to do anything I can to promote it
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I can't recall now whether the matter of a new armory for the District of
Columbia has been brought to my perscnal attention or not. I rather think it has, and
that it has been referred to Genewal Lord to work out. But I am not entirely certain
about that. A number of District of Columbia matters have been passed upon in that
way, and it is my impression that that is one of thems But I can't be entirely
certain about it.

I do not recall having received any letter from General Wood relative to
Philippine independence; certainly not at a recent date. I have never had any state-
ment that indicated one way or another any desire on the part of Mr. Adams to retire
as Chairman of the Wational Committee, following the Cleveland Convention, so I cannot
give you any information about that. Nor do I know anything about the report that
ire Slemp might become Chairman of the Committee. That has originated entirely out-
side of my Jjurisdiction. I don't xnow of any foundation for it. At the present time
I haven't any preference to state about who should be National Qhairman, in case
‘hairman Adams retired.

‘*\ I don't know that there is any statement that 1 can make about the result
in the lMichigan primary, other than what would occur to each one of yous P@rhaps
vith more keenness than it might occur to me. I very likely don't need to suggest
to you that the result was gratifying to me, and that it was in accordance with the
reports that had come. I am not at all in touch with the campaign that is being made
in the country}@ Those that are undertaking the general management of my campaign
[ think had almost nothing to do with the Michigan matter. That was left entirely
to the local people in Michigan. There was no one up there that represented me.

[ think that came up in some collateral way. Someone up there had said something
or done something, and the question arose as to whether my management and myself
vas responsible for it. Upon investigation I found that there was noone up there
rpresenting me in any way, other than action of the people themselves undertaking

0 make their owm choice as to who they desired for a nominee and who they desired

0 send as delegates to the National Convention.
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I can't give you any discussion of the advance summaries of the Dawes
report. I don't know that I should have anything to say about that at any time.
I haven't anything tc sav about it at present anyway. I haven't anything to say
about ﬁﬁ any intention of doing something about the appointment of Samuel Enight.
I think I have spoken about that at two or three conferences before. The matter
is pending before the Senate, as I understand it. I haven't any additional in-

formation about it, and it is there for their determination.
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A]Oril 11, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

i
-} Here is an inquiry about a2 statement in the letter of Secretary llellon to

me in which he ends a sentence by saying "I must advise you that neither I nor any
other man of character can longer take responsibility for the Treasury." That

doesn't indicate a desire to retire from the Treasury on his part, but simply an
indication that if somebody else is going to run the Treasury, then of course lr.
fellon ought not to be charged with the responsibility for it by those that are
mdertaking to operate it.

I haven't had any reports from the visit of Mr. Meyer and Mr. Jaffrey to
the northwest. Mr. Jaffrey was here the other day and had lunch with me, and I talked
the situation over with him at that time. I didn't Xmow that Mr. Meyer was going up
with him, but I did kmow in a general way that they were to confer with each other
to see what could be done that might be helpful.

The Cabinet didn't discuss the Govermment's rights under the disarmament
treaty to convert its coal burning ships to o0il burning. The matter was merely
mentioned there by Secretary Wilbur as one that was under consideration between him
and the Secretary of State. But there was no discussion of it, and no conclusions.
0f course we have in mind a general policy of not wanting to do anything that would

cause an increase in the outlay of naval armaments of the United States or any other

country. That is somewhat regardless of the treaty.arfery likely our country in
this particular wouldn't be especially solicitous to put in oil burning apparatus
and convert ships from coal burning to oil, if that of itself would make other nations
who are parties to the treaty think that they must go to a corresponding outlaye.on
me of the very basic foundations of the disarmament treaty was to get away from
competétive armaments, so that as a practical question our country wouldn't want to
embark on the rebuilding or reconditioning of its ships if we kmow it would cause
a large outlay on the part of other countries.

“%"' I haven't given any instructions about the indictment of Senator Wheeler.
I didn't xnow about it until I saw it in the paper, and don't have in mind any

instructions that I should give. Of course it is in the hands of the Department of

Justice. _!

1
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I don't believe I can give any rule about campaign contributions that would
rbfa particularly helpful. I would say offhand that I do not like as a matter of
principle large contributions given to campaign funds, because they create a bad
imression and give the idea of a wrongful motive. But I think that it would be

vell to keep in mind that it isn't so much the size of the contribution as the

prpose.with which it is given. I can imagine a very large contribution that would
be given for a perfectly Jjustifiable purpose, and I can imagine a very small contri-
tution that might be made for an entirely unjustifiable purpose« I don't mean by

that that a large contribution can't be made for the purpose of supporting a party
policy and promoting private principles without any reason for criticism, but a very
small contribution might have selfish purposes and the purposes of securing favors or
something of that kind, and would of course be subject to very Jjust criticism. I
don't like the idea of large contributions. I don't know just how they could be
limited, and I shouldn't know exactly where to set a limit, though I think the law

of Massachusetts sets a definite limit on campaign contributions.

I haven't had any report about a slowing up of the development of the
opperating policy of the Shipping Board, on account of differences between the Board
and the Emergency Fleet Corpor[ation over questions of consolidating existing
fovernment steamship services.

I can tell you a little about the conference that I had yesterday in re-
lation to sodium nitrate. There is only one plant left in the United States that
produces that commodity. It is a small plant in the State of Washington employing
twenty five or thirty hands, as I understand it, and representing an investment of
some $300,000 or $400,000, and they find it is impossible for them to compete with.
the foreign producers of this commodity, so that there has been a proposal made to
the Tariff Commission, through this office, though I can't say whether it was before
or since. I came here, though I think it was before, for an investigation on the
part of the Tariff Commission to see if the tariff should be raised. That of course
depends on the cost of production here and the cost of production abroad. When the
lariff Commission sent abroad to find out the cost of production there, as I under
stand it, the producers there would not supply them with any information or give
them the necessary information, so that they could make a proper finding. They

have some information on it, and perhaps they can make a finding, but they couldn't
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get all the information they desired. Then some question arose as to whether the
nariff Commission ought to furnish the foreign producers with the information that
they had about the cost of production here, or some details of that kind, which
the Tariff Commission refused to do, so that some kind of a suit was brought to
restrain further action of the Tariff Board. So that is held up, and no reports
have come to me. The American producers talked to me yesterday to see if I could
do anything to assist in the way of trying to get the report of the Commission.

P I had no information about the speech that Senator Pepver was to make

in Maine. I never saw it and had no information about what it contained. He did

not consult me in reference to it.
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April 15, 1924.
Remarks bv the President to the Newspaper Men.

There is very little that I can say about the Dawes report. I haven't
examined it minutely. About the only expression I can hake about it is the hope
that it will result in a settlement. There is an inquiry here as to whether that
would have any effect on the payment to the United States of the amount that is
due it as the cost of the Army of Occupation. I don't understand that it has
any efiect on that, though as I say I haven't read it carefully enough to be
certain. If it had affected it in any way, I am rather certain that I should
have been informed about it through the usual diplomatic channels. Mr. Logan
who represents the Govermment over there would have informed the State Department
and the State Department would have kept me informed of anything of that nature
that might affect any claims that were due to the United States.

I merely discussed yesterday with Chairman Adams something of the
plans for the Naticnal Convention, the work of preparing information for the
drawings and the platform, and things of that nature. I don't expect to
designate a commission to assist me in the arbitration of the controversy between
Peru and Chile, supposing that I shall have the advantage of the advice of the
Secretary of State, which I think will be sufficient without the assistance of
any outside commissione.

The final selection of the members of the Mexican Claims Commission
of course is a matter of agreemént between our Govermment and the Mexican
Government. That is in process of being arrived at.

There wasn't anything of importance at the Cabinet meeting today.

The Secretary of Labor reported that there was very little unemployment - some
dullness in the New England textile centers, and some readjustment in the coal
fields, but not anything of importance. The Secretary of Commerce reported

that there was a very large number of contracts let for bullding in different
citiese The number is larger than it was last year at this time. The Secretary
of Labor also reported that there has been some increase in wages in the
building trades, that adjustments had all been made in the building trades, and
so he didn't think there was any chance that there would be any labor difficulty

therey that the increase of wages indicates, of course, the press for building
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operations, and that business in that direction is very good. The Secretary of
War spoke of the efforts he is making to enable an adjustment at Chicago,
relative to the amount of water the Chicago drainage canal is to take out of
the lake. There is nothing that can be done about that at the present time,
because it is pending before the Supreme Court. I think Mr. Madden, Representa-
tive Madden, of Chicago, has a bill pending that undertakes to deal with the
situation. He is very solititous that nothing be done there that would by any
means imperil the health of that great commnity. That I think can be satis-
factorily adjusted.

I was only referring in my message to the Senate, as I think an
inspection of the message would show, to the inguiry that was proposed in the
Department of Secretary liellon.

I think I shall send to the Congress, at least for its information,
the report of the Department of the Interior Advisory Commission on reclamation.
Someoﬁe referred to that as the Department of Agriculture (it is the Department
of Interior, =s the person that wrote this gquestion undoubtedly knows) having
made that report. I think for the information of the Congress I shall send it
up there. Secretary Work is away at the present time, and I want to confer with
him about it before I make a final determination. I don't think there is any
comment that I can make in relation to the proposed legislation about the
exclusion of Japanese and others, who are not entitled under our laws to take out

naturalization papers and become citizens.
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April 18, 1924,

Remarks to the Newspaper Men by the President.

Here is an inquiry as to whether the Dawes report has been transmitted
to the American Government, and whether any steps are contemplated here in connec-
tion with it. It hasn't come to me, but I think that through the usual
diplomatic sources, lir. Logan 1 believe is the one who was in touch with that
situation for the American Government, it was transmitted to the State Department.
It hasn't been brought over to my office, and 1 doé‘t know of any steps that it
is contemplated to take here in connection with it.

‘¥~ I don't think any decision has been made rel=tive to the selection of
a Chairman for the Republican National Convention. I don't know of any. So you
are at liberty to make nominations as fast and furious as you want. There are so
very many excellent men that you haven't enough Conventions to take up all of your
outpute.

I can't make any comment at the present time about the immigration bill
or its provision excluding those who are inalienable to citizenship.

“* I haven't any definite and particular nlan for additional White House
conferences with members of Congress in connection with the legislative situation,
though those conferences go on all the time. While I don't know when I am going
to have one, I know I am going to have a good many.

-\ I think this report that I am to attend the Republican Convention, from
what 1 have already said, and make an address there, you will see is exaggerated.
There will be plenty of members at the Convention prepared, I have no doubt, to
make sufficient addresses without calling me and my assistance. I don't ever
recall that a President went to & Republican Convention, or a Democratic Conven=-
tion.

I haven't signed the Gasoline Tax Bill relative to automobile reciprocity

i between llaryland and the District of Columbia. It came down, and as is usual in

those cases, it has been sent to the District Commissioners for their comment. All

l bills relating to the District of Columbia go to the Commissioners to see whether

they have any comment to make on them,
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Here is another inguiry about the report of the Tariff Commission on vwheat
and wheat products, noting that/wheat 1item included transportation costs in de-
termining the difference between the cost in this country and Canada. I don't think
that is to be considered exactly as a precedent, and that in every case the cost of

transportation would be included, though I think the rule would be that they would be

included where they were a material part. Of course it is perfectly evident that an

article which is produced in Europe, in order to get it into our market over here,
it will be necessary to pay the freight charge. I should judge also the insurance
charge and so on, and that probably in that case it would be an element in determin-
ing the cost of production. I don't kmow, or don't happen to think of a good example

of a case where the cost of transportation would not be included. I don't think it

was intended to make a precedent one way or another, simply a matter of a case
vhere it seemed that the cost of transportation was a material part of the cost of
the article at the market place. Therefore it would be added in. "henever that is

the case, why of course transportation costs will be added.

I think I have here the report of the Interior Advisory Board or Commission,
and expected to talk with the Secretary of the Interior about it, but found he had
left the city before I had an opportunity to do that. I don't know whether it will
be necessary to confer with him before it is submitted to Congress. I think I shall
submit it without any further conference with him about it.

Mr. Lansing, former Secretary of State, has not been selected for one of

the Mexican Claims Commissioners. It is my impression that he represents claimants

though I am not certain about it. It is an impression I have. Of course he is a

very good man and would make a very acceptable Commissioner. It is my understanding

that he is interested in some claims there and represents some claimants, which
would of course make it impossible to appoint him.

I haven't taken any definite steps toward postponing the application of

gection 28 of the Kerchant larine Act, and don't know that I can. I have commnicated
to the Chairman of the Commerce Committee in the Senate, Mr. Jones, the reaquest to
give a short hearing to some exporters whc wanted that I should give the Committee

some information they had, and I have also communicated with the Chairmen of the

Shipping Board with a view to seeing what can be done to relieve the embarrassing

situation that exists.
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I haven't enough information myself to warrant me in asserting that great dif-
ficultifes would be incurred by putting this section into operatio=, though I have
heard that stated by people that I think do know that that would be the case.
I think there is a proposal before the Shipping Bozrd to defer action, or suspend
action, for a time, and there is also a proposal for legislation. There is a
difference between the Shipping Board and Senator Jones, as I understand. Senator
Jones says that it is not the intention of the bill to provide that the section
might be put into operation as to those ports that are sufficiently provided with
shipping, and leaving out ports not sufficiently provided with shipping. The
Shipring Board, as I understand it, says that the section has to be put into
operation as a whole, or mnot at all, -They can't make any exceptions.

I don't know of any further measures that are pending in telation to the
curbing of the foot and mouth disease, other than those which are already in
operation. No new plans are under contemplation for it. I think I was informed
by the Secretary of Agriculture this morning that at present it did not armear to
be spreading any. It is a difficult situation that has arisen in California, on
account of different states in that region putting on an embargo on the shipment
of fruits and so on out of California. That we are attempting to remedy by provid-
ing for a conference between reparesentatives of California and representatives of
surrounding states, at which conference the Department of Agriculture would be
represented to see that if some workable plan can be arrived at, so that there will
not be an embargo on a great many products of California. There are very large
areas, I think all of the Imperial Valley, that grow cantaloupes, grape fruit, and
so on, that are getting ready to ship. Vhile there is no sign of foot and mouth
disease, there seems to be a disposition to put an embargo on products cut of
that localitye. ©So we are trying to see whether by conference we can work out a vlan
to enable the Californians to ship cut their products, and at the same time to pro-
vide ample protection to surrounding states ond communities against any possible
infection.

I can't give you any definite information about Postmaster BRaker of
Boston. I understandﬂ he is to be appointed right away. Any definite information

agbout that you would get from the Postmaster General.
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April 25, 1924,
Remarks by the President to the llewspaper Correspondents.
‘%~ 1 don't think I know enough about Charles F. lurphy so that I can make
any special comment about him and his death, other than what would occur to every
me. He was evidently 2 man of a good deal of force of character. He impressed
himself upon a great city and was for a good many years a great influence there.

Here is a suggestion that I should be very glad to comply with if I can,
that on account of daylight saving we have the Tuesday conference at 12:00 o'clock
and the Friday conference at 3:00 o'clock. This is signed by Mr. Durno of the
International News Service. Now if the White House Press Association would like
to have me do something in that direction, wont they talk it over with their
directors, or whatever you call your executive body, and let me kmow. I do not see
any reason why I can't have the Friday conference at 3:00 o'clock, and probably
almost always get the Tuesday conference in at 12:00 o'clock. I suppose that is
the more important, to get the Tuesday conference earlier, than the Friday con-
ference.

Mr. President, if the Friday conference is held at 3:00 o'clock the
afternoon papers get all the news.

I suggest that the matter be taken up with your Executive Committee as
to just what it is you want.

The Bonus Bill hasn't come to me yet, and the Immigration Bill hasn't
comes I am trying to see if anything can be worked out in relation to the
Imigration Bill.

I don't think I can enlarge very much on what I have said several times
in conferences and addresses, I think I referred to it in my address before the
Associated Press, about this suggestion that comes to me here relative to pending
legislation that calls for large expenditures. Of course, on that, I hope we shall
| not have such 1egislation$% We need to be as prudent and careful as we can, as was
pointed out with great power by Senator Borah in that address he made to the Senate
the other day, which went over the general financial situation,with great vigor.

It seems to me that he reached very logical conclusions. I am talking now with

regard to the general situation, and not any special bills.=¥
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We are working, as I said at a conference previously, on a selection of
the Mexican Claims Commissioners. There has to be an agreement between the two
governments. I think we are reaching such an agreement. If we do not reach it,
then it is referred, I think, to the President of the Intermational Court for the
selection of the third man.

I have stated my position in relation to the World Court several times.
] xex hold the same position now that I have in the paste I stated it in my
address the other day, and it is in my message to the Congress.

May I ask if you can elaborate on what you have just said on the
immigration bill?

I am attempting to see if there is any way that that question can be
solved sc as to satisfy those that want to have restriction and at the same time

prevent giving any affront to the Japanese Government.
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April 29, 1924.

Remarks by the President in Newspaper Conference.

This first inquiry is about Section 28 for the enforcement of preferential
rail rates of the shipping law, and the inguiry is as to whether this is to be given
further consideration by administrative agencies, or whether the matter of the
effective date now rests with Congress. 1 think the answer to that should be that
both of those agencies are working on it and should continue to. The matter is
going to be taken up by that special committee that I have appointed relative to
cooperation in transportation, where 1 have undertaken to provide an agency for the
coordination of the railroads and shipping, and the producers of freight and carriers
both by land and sea. It is my strong impression from such informaticn as I have
that it would be well to suspend the operation of this proposal for the year. I think
there is a bill before the Congress that would provide for that, but the question as
to whether it can be adjusted between the Shipping Board and the Interstate Com-
nerce Commission is a question of some difficulty. It is recognized I think by the
$hipring Board that there are some ports that would not adequately be served under
this proposal, but their difficulty ff as they interpret the law is that they cannot
mt it into effect as to certain ports and not in effect as to other porfs, and that
it has to go into effect as a whole or not at all.

I have before me the revort of the Tariff Commission on the tariff duty on
sodium nitrite, but on account of some legal complications I have had to ask the
opinion of the Attorney Generzl as tc just what I can do legally, and what might be
proper for me to do as a matter of observing the spirit of the law. Vhile the report
vas pending before the Tariff Commission an injunction was sought to restrain them,

[ think, from making their report to me. Thut case came up for hearing, and it was
lecided against the petitioners. 1 think there is an appeal pending. Whether I
ought to take any action pending that appeal, 1 don't know. I have several inauiries

about that.

jrﬁ Here is an interesting inquiry as to vhether I can suggest the character

0f the conversation that is likely to take place between General Dawes and me.

|Pmmaps we wont interpret that too literally. I haven't any plan about seeing the
|

Generals I would like to see him, of course, and learn his story of his Exexr ex-
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prience over there, and what he knows cof the General European situation, with which
) must have become particularly well informeds I would like to see him to express

*gpersonal appreciation for the character of the service that he has rendered as an

grican citizen.drawn from private life and undertaking to do his part, and vhat I
y in relation to him I mean in relation to all three of the members who served
on the expert board with him to do their part for the settlement of the difficult

jituation in Europe, attempting to bring it back into harmony with the prevailing

orce of civilization, to settle their differences so that they can take up the
urdens of meeting the Jjust requirements, restoring Germany to prcductiveness, and
dgertaking to provide a method for reparations to be paid to the other interested
fovernments and peoples.
There isn't much of anything I can say about the immigration bill. That
lis before the Cormittee in Conference. They are undertaking to see if some arrange-
ﬁnt cannot be made which will provide for exclusion and at the same time avoid
foinding the sensibilities of a friendly nation. In that I am in entire sympathy.
f think that statement covers quite a good deals I don't know that I could add
faything to it by undertaking to amplify it. There are two things, exclusion and
fie ordinary courtésy of conduglé%ught to characterize all the actions of the
ﬁﬂevernment of the United States of America.

The Bursum Pension Bill hasn't come to me.
”{\ Here is znother inguiry that we wont intervret too liberally or to
jarrowly. Could the President indicate his procbable action on this measure? Yes,
lcould indicate my probable action on all measures that come before me, - to try
fud take it up and find out what the effect of the legislétion will be, and try to
ficcide it on its meritss f course I should be extremely gratified in a great many
féys if I could approve a measure of this kind, and am hopeful that I may find that
\can do sos If I find that it has dndesirable provisions in it, and there seems to be
%ﬁn unwarranted expense on the public treasury, then 1 shall have to disapprove it. X
.Ihavan't made up my mind about it. I haven't scen the bill and it hasn't come to me.

Mr. President, has it been referred to the Pension Department?

No. Well, I may be wrong about that. Those bills don't come to my desk in

“he first instance. Vhen they are brought in there are rules of procedure that any-

E*hiug relating to the War Department would go over there for their comment, and those
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relating to the District of Columbia to the Commissioners, Navy bills to the Navy Depte,
gnd 80 one That is done as a matter of course.

Here is an inquiry about the selection of Representative Burton of Chio as
exporary Chairman. I always dislike, and you know I avoid if I can, to say anything
that would appear to spoil a good newspzper story. I dislike to do that in this case,
t the plain fact is that Representative Burton was chosen in what I believe to be the
proper way for making a choice of this kind. I think that his name occurred to me
before anyone mentioned it to me. I mentioned it to several people myself, and it
seemed to be received with approvale. Chairman Adams and Committeeman Mulvane came in
the other morning. They inquired of me as to whether I had any chocice for the
lemporary Chairman of the National Convention, and I told them I had, and that my
thoice was Representative Burton. I didn't tell them that because I thought it was my
tusiness to dictate any choice about the matter, but simply thot I thought it was my
privilege to suggest names, and if on consideration any reason should be given that

the suggestion I had made didn't seem to meet the requirements of the situation, I

should want to change that and make ancther sugrestion. But the name met with their
ipproval, and when they went out they wanted to kmow whether they could give it out.
Ihowing the appetite of the newspapermen in the outer office, I told them of course
they could give it out, which they did. Personally I like the selection of
lepresentative Burtone I think it is a happy circumstance that he lives in the City
of Cleveland, and for that reason will be able to extend a sort of neighborhood welcome
to the Convention. Of course that means also that he lives in the State of Chio, which
Is naturally entitled to consideration on account of the peculiar circumstances of which
you knowe My predecessor lived there, and I would very much like to have the greet-
[ ings to the assembled delegates extended by a resident of that state, and one who is
fmown to be a friend of former President Hardinge.

As I have said several times, the selection of the Mexican Claims Commission
Is 2 matter of negotiation. The last time lir. Hughes spoke to me, which was several days
30, he had not had advices from liexico. I haven't learned that he has received them.
o decision has been made about who is to present my name at Cleveland, and I haven't
made any determination about vwho I should like to have for permanent chairman of the
lleveland Convention. 1 suppose that that will be arrived at by conference in sub-

stantially the same way as the temporary chairman. Of course, the temporary chairman
is chosen by the national committee - the executive committee I believe.
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May 2, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.
There are several inquiries here about the National Convention. I haven't

any information that I can give out about that. 1 think the plans that were made
yesterday by the Executive Committee or special committee at Cleveland (I guess it
was the day before yesterday) have all been reported, and that is all the information
I have,

I haven't appointed any delegates yet to attend the Inter-American Hlectrical
Communications Conference, which is to be held in Mexico City on the 27th of May.

No appropriation has been made &t the present time for expenses, but whether any
appropriation is made or not I shall appoint someone under the Act that went through.
I used to do that when I was Governor, and suggested to the aprointees that there was
no appropriation made, which meant that they would defray their own expenses. I
haven't any doubt that the many people who would be interested in a conference of
this kind, and in the general development of electrical science, would be pleased to
attend a conference on that basis.

I haven't taken any action on the pension bill which is before me. I have
been having it scheduled to see just what it does. I haven't had a chance to look
over the results of the studies that I have had made of it.

There wasn't very much that came before the Cabinet meeting today, except
the matter of gquarantine that has been put on products in California. We are
interested in undertaking to see if there isn't some method throuch negotiation, by
¥hich we can open up a pasaageway for those products to market, elther under the
certificate of the Secretary of Agriculture or something of that kind.

The interview with Géneral Dawes and lir. Young and Mr. Robinson went along
the 1ines that I indicated to you in my conference on Tuesday, in which I expressed
ny appreciation of the services they had rendered, and I was able to learn from them

| that they thought there was a good deal of hope for having their plan adopted by the

! nations that are interested.

J The sodium nitrite report'I think hes come back to me with the suggestion
| from the Attorney General, but I haven't had a chance to digest that yet, so that
|

[ can't tell whether I shall make any proclamation chenging the rate of duty on this

‘commodity.
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There hasn't been any request, so far as I kmow, from the New England
Textile industry for a higher tariff on cotton goods. It may be that some re-
quest has been sent here which would, as a matter of course, go from here to the
Tariff Commission. I don't know of any such request coming in.

I don't kmow of any decision to call off the around-the-world flight,
beczuse of the apparent loss of Major lMartine I assume that when that flight
began it was known that dangers would be encountered, and because of the encounter-
ing of dangers perheps the loss of one of the aviators. While that of course is
most regrettable, I should not think that unless there is disclosed some serious
obstacle to the continuance ?f the flight it would make any difference about the
continuation of the rest of those engaged in this flight. I don't ¥mow of any
disclosures of that kind coming out of his loss.

There was perhaps no reason entertained for selecting lir. Butler for
presentation to the incoming National Committee as a proposal for the Chairmanship,
other than that which was disclosed in the statement I made last night. Mr.

Adams didn't care to serve as Chairman of the incoming Committee.

Kr. President, would you permit a question as to whether you have any-
thing to report on the Japanese affair?

I haven't anything to report. I think I made my statement very clear
about that the other day, that I was in favor of exclusion, but was trying to
accomplish it in a way that wouldn't give any unnecessary offense. 1 am trying to
provide for it in the most courteous manner possible. I don't doubt there will
be an exclusion bill. What we want to do is to accomplish it in a way that will

cause the least possible offense.
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May 6, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lMen.

I haven't had any report except in the most informal way from Secretary
Hoover about the preferential rail rates known as Section 28 of the Shipping Bill.
I kmow he thinks there ought to be an extension of time, and that is my opinion.
I don't claim that I have made a sufficient study of it, so that I would be prepared
to discuss the guestion. I am relying more on the information given to me in the

Judgment of those who have studied it.

Are you in favor of an extension even beyond June 20th, lr. President?

June 20th of the present year? Oh yes. I think it ought to be extended
for six months or more. That is my Jjudgment about ite. But my judgment is based on
the opinion of people who I think have investigated it, though I am in entire
harmony with what the Shipping Board is trying to accomplish. They are trying to do
what we all want to have done, and that is to secure the transportation of American
merchandise in American ships. Unless we can do that we can't maintain our merchant
marine, and it wont be worth while to have American ships if we are not going to use

them. But the difficulty comes, as I indicated before, that there is a difference
of opinion as to whether it could be put into effect and leave out some ports, or
whether it has to go into effect as a whole or not at all. There are plenty of

imerican bottoms in some ports to carry merchandise, and at other ports there aren't

plenty.

The text of the sodium nitrite opinion wont be made public until I have a
chance tc act on it, which I think will be very soon. The opinion was to the

effect that 1 have authority to act at the present time.

I don't know that there is very much I can say about the tax situation.
My position is pretty well known about that. I was in favor of the administration's
bill, and not in favor of compromise. I feel certain that there are very undesirable
amendments in the present bill in the Senate. Some of them are I think even more
undesirable than the general substitution of what are known as the Simmons rates.

By amendments do you mean the publicity feature?

I don't know just what the features of that are, but I am not in favor of
general publicity. There are things of that nature that I think are even more un-
desirable than the Simmons rates.

Are they so undesirable that you might hesitate about signing ite
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now.
0f course I can't tell about that. I am speaking =bout things in the bill/ =uvery-

body knows that a bill of that kind comes out of conference very much changed.
Sometimes the conference changes it in its entirety. 1 have indicated at several
conferences that I always want to try and make my report on a bill to the Congress.

I don't think it is good policy for an executive to go out and say I am going to

veto this bill or that bill. I think one of the things that is due to the legis-
lative body is careful consideration of the measures that are passed by the executive
to see if it is all right.

I haven't any preference for a Secretary of the National Republican Committee.
I haven't given that matter any consideration.

There has been no decision as to who will place me in nominztion at the
Cleveland Conventione.

I haven't given any particular attention to a platforme I know that the
National Committee is assembling data and getting information on which the Committee
can draw up a platform.

There hasn't been any agreement reported to me on the immigration bill.
0f course it needs to be kept in mind that we have exclusion now under the so-called
Gentlemen's Agreement, so far as I know, and no one is suggesting that that be changed.
That is what I mean when I say there is a general acceptance of the principle of
exclusion. What we are trying to do here is not to offend the sensibilities of the
Japenese nation. If we enter into any agreement with them we want to maintain the
honor of this nation.

I haven't given any additional thought to the advisability of reorganizing
the Veterans Bureau on account of the speech of Senator Oddie. I have talked with
Senator Oddie, and all I can secure from him is a most general statement that there
ought to be a reorganization and that certain positions ought to be vacated. He

didn't give me any specific reasons for it, nor was he able to cite theM in any

particular action of wrongdoing. So far as I can learn other members of the Committee

.~ that has investigated the Veterans Bureau didn't agree with Senator Oddie's suggestion.
I think General Hines has already removed six men. Whether he thinks others ought to

| be removed or not I don't know. But you might talk to General Hines. I should judge

he didn't think any such condition existed in the Bureaun as Senator Oddie's remaris

would indicate. There seemed to be a difference of opinion between them. I am not abde
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offhand to judge which is correct, though Senator 0ddjecives no specifications.

0f
Of course I have given constant study to American naval strength. That

comes up every time the auestion of their appropriation comes up, and also every
time the question arises as to whether additional ships shall be built. By ships I
mean all kinds of craft, both those surface boats and submarines. I don't under-
stand that there is any alarming condition in our navy. Of course the navy con-
sists of unitsthat have a limited beriod of life that have to be renewed, when there
is a change in the methods of building and methods of armament and methods of
cperation, so that there is a need of changes in construction. I think that I have
recommended or endorsed formally some suggestions to the Congress for the building
of some new cruisers and for the laying down of some new submarines, and for the
making of a generous appropriation for the carrying on of the navy. It needs
constant renewal as I said, and constant rebuilding, but I don't understand that

its present condition is any different from the ordinary state. Each year it needs
additions and consideration for ships that are to take the place of those that

will become obselete and worn out, and too old for use in a certain number of years.
That condition is a going condition of the navy. Attention has been brought

| pointedly to some things the navy needs. That is pertinent. Of course the navy
needs things sll the time and those things have to be pointed out in order that they
may be remedied. I haven't the slightest doubt that a great mass of information
about conditions, showing the great efficiency in other directions of our navy,

could beassembled at any time.
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May 9, 19240

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

I have another inquiry about the opinion of the Attorney General on the

godium nitrite question. 1 don't know whether there would be any reason for not

publishing that or not. There is a case pending in the courts, I think, relative
to ite That would be the only reason that I know of. My inquiry of the Attorney
General was simply to find out whether there was any reason why I couldn't issue a
proclamation changing the rate of duty on this product while that suit was pending.
The opinion was to the effect that there was nothing to prevent my action during
the time the suit was pending. Whether the publication of the opinion would do any
| harm, whether it would be anything that would prejudice the rights of the Tariff
Commission while the suit is pending, I don't know. You will have to find that out
from them or the Attorney General.

I haven't been consulted about any successor to lir. Burms. I didn't kmow
he had retired until I saw it in the afternoon paper.

I haven't any comment to make about the announcement of Speaker Gillett's
candidacy for the Senatorial nomination in Massachusetts, other than what would
occur to everyone, his gualifications and so on.

I haven't been directly consulted about the provisions of the proposal of
senator Lodge for a World Court. He todd me one time that he had a plan that he
vas going to presemt, but he didn't consult me as to its provisions. Anything that
senator Lodge on account of his long experience in international affairs micht sug=
gest, of course, the matter would be given careful consideration. My position on the

forld Court was expressed in my message to the Congress and again in the address I

;e

nade at New York before the Associated Press.

I haven't any plan other than that which was outlined in my address before

] ,

 the Associated Press at New York, relative to another conference of the powers for

|

the purpose of disarmament or the consideration of the codification of international
in

law, I don't kmow whether both of these questions could be considered gf the same

]wnference. The question of disarmament is one that affects certain large powers.

The question of international law is one that affects all the nations of the world.

1Ishould think from what information I have now that it would not be practical to
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¢all one during the summer. There is a political campaign that will be godng on
gurine that time, and I don't know now what the condition in Europe will be. I
indicated in my New York address that before there would be much hope of a success-

ful conference it is necessary to have European questions settled, so far as they

can be, and a more composed state of mind there than there apparently exists at the
present time. There are very hopeful indications that a settlement will be made in

furope, but when, no one can tell. They have had elections in Germany. Elections

I think are to be held this month in France. Those elections may have something

] to do in determining what the attitude of France may be, and after the elections I

suppose it will be some time before the coming in of those who are chosen, and

naturally thexm it will take some time after that to arrive at a settlement on the

| part of the governments concerned. With all those things in mind, I don't see how
it could be possible to think that there was a practical hope of success for having
i conference during the summer here.

I think I shall be able to announce the appointments of the Americans

to sit on the Mexican Commission very soon. .

I don't know of any change in this country's attitude in relation to the

.Iﬂlied debts. Our position on this has been stated several times. Nothing has
occurred to change my attitude on that question.

I have an invitation to speak at Independence Hall gF in pPhiladedphia,
| or rather an intimation that I shall receive such an invitation, for next July.4th.

I also have an invitation to speak on that day at the gathering of the great

convention of school teachers that is to be held in Washington. I can't tell at

|
1&@ present time what my decision may be. I think though that the chances would be

|more that I should remain here and speak at the teachers convention, than that I

" should go to Fhiladelphia. But that is just a suggestion.
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May 13, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Correspondents.

The immigration bill hssn't reached me yet so I haven't had = chance to
study it. I don't know whether there is anything further that I can do before it
reaghes me or not. I have still got that under consideration to see if there is
anything possible.

I have two or three reports on the bonus bill that I haven't had a chance
to study. One of them came in this morning. I shall have to look those over before
taking any action on the bill.

I have appointed the American delegates on the Inter-American Electrical
Communications Conference to be held in Mexico City. I appointed our Ambassador to
Mexico, Mr. Warren, and representative White of Maine, who has been very prominent
in getting the resolution through, and the electrical engineer, Allen H. Babcock
of the Southern Pacific Railroad. The report that I have of him here says that
he has been for many years a close student of electrical commmication, 2 man of
national reputation in his field. He is from Buffalo, and graduzted from Phillips-
Exeter and Lehigh University. He has made a special investigation in hydrow
electrical power development. He is a fellow-American of the Institute of
Electrical Engineering, an associate member of the Naval Construction Board, a
member of the Astronomical Society of the Pacific.

I don't imow that there is anything I can add to the statement of lire.
Barnes, President of the U. S+ Chamber of Commerce. I have been conscious of a
slight slowing up of business, which is in part due to the fact that this is a
Presidential year I presume, and there is a responsible opinion that it is in part
due to the failure to provide tax revision, which it is thought would have been a
good deal of a stimulant to business if it had been secured and put into effect
before this time,

I have here another inquiry that I hesitate some to comment about, though
perhans 1 can with the understanding that there is not any undue rrominence given
to it, or any undue emphasis placed upon it. It is an inquiry about my going to the
circus. It is no doubt an experience that all of us look back to with a good deal

of pleasure. The first circus I ever went to was in Ludlow , Vt., a railroad station

about 14 miles from Plymouth,
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May 16, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Correspondents

Mr. Otto Kahn came in to see me this morning. He was only here about
8 minutes, Jjust about Cabinet time. The most that we talked about was the business
situation in this country, a passing remark, and I think he and I exchanged an ex-
pression of hope that the Dawes plan would be found to be a method of adjusting
iifficulties in Europe. But more particularly I was asking him about business con-
ditions in the United States. I was much gratified to have his opinbn that the
fundamental conditions are sound. There is no accumlation of products. While
orders are not coming in very much for the future, there is a very steady stream
. of orders coming in for immediate delivery. There was nothing said about any other

buropean affairs, the German loan, or anything of that kind.

J The Tartff Commission's report on barium dioxide I think is the one that
came in two or three days ago, which I sent over to the Treasury Department, which
’I do with those reports that come from the Tariff Commission, for their information
. over there and instruction as to the form of a proclamation, if I should desire to
- make one.
| I haven't any reports from the Senate relstive to the stand of that body
on the bonus.
I haven't taken any official notice of the decision of Judges Carpenter and
 Wilkinson relative to what is called here a pardon case.
Was the charge against him contempt of court?
Yes, there had been an injunction issued and it was rending, and it was
alleged that he had violated the injunction. The report that came to me was that
the only evidence that warranted the finding that there had been a viclation of the

injunction was that given by one person, who now came &n and said he was lying.
I shall undoubtedly make some short remarks at the Arlingtcn National

a
Cemetery on lay 25th at the Confederate Memorial Service, and perhaps/more extended

address on the 30th of lay.

I have just sent to the Senate, I thirk it has reached there by now, so
it is perfectly proper to give it out, the nomination for the Chief Justice of the
United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia, Judge Martin, who is
now sitting on the - who I think is a member of the Customs Court. Mr. Graham,

Representative Grzham, indicated to me that he would prefer to have me do that way
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and I expect to appoint lir. Graham to take the place of Judge Martin.

I expect to reappoint Director Cooksey of the War Finance Corporation.
jdon't make that as a promise, however, but that is my present expectation. The
mly thing I can say in relation to the bonus bill and its effect on tax reduction
s that which I said in my message. Of course, it goes without saying that if we
jncrease our expenses, why we decrease to that extent ocur ability to reduce taxes.

Senator Reed and Secretary liellon happened to come in together, and I

ras 8sking them about pending financial legislatione.

| There has been no decision about who will put my name before the convention
@tCIeveland.

|

i I doubt very much if there is any discrepancy in the new immigration bill,
imat would permit the coming in of any versons cther than as designated in the bill.

| think perhaps that may arise from f;ﬁ confusion of the terms, the same words per-
lers beirng used in the treaty that is used in the bill, but to which there will be a
‘M different implication in the treaty from that which is in the bill. An immigrant

|

'is a person who comes here for settlement. The term is settled. It means one not

tming in for the purpose of study or to transact some business and go away. One

ls permanent and the other is a transient.
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May 20, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspeper Correspondents.

The immigration bill is being examined by the Department of Labor and
the Department of Gtate, to advise me about its workings. That is about all I can
say about it at the present time. While that is going on, of course I haven't
determined about any other plan.

I don't kmow as there is any comment I can make about the enactment of the
bonus bill. I gave my opinion of the bill in my message that I sent to the Congress.
0f course it will affect tax reduction; some this year and much more in the years to
come, because as the national debt is paid off that would give an opportunity to de-
crease taxation. But with this addition of over $100,000,000 a year, of course, it
will prevent that much tax reduction. I have stzted quite a good many times my
theory about the relationship of taxation to business. My specizl desire was to
Irelieve business, and when I say business I mean the whole people of course, and
relieve the people of every possible burden of texation. Of course this doesn't do
that; 1t works in the opposite direction, and to that extent I am fearful of its
- effect on our economic condition. It takes so much more of the producticn of the
people to pay the taxes. If the production is to be used for taxes, it can't be
used for the people themselves. The different Departments are taking immediate
steps this morning, they started in yesterday, to carry out the provisions of the Act.
The Secretary of War told me they would require about 1,000 additional clerks.
Senator Lodge sent me worfd that Senator Swanson had moved to take up in Committee
(Foreign Relations) the message of President Harding relative to the World Court,
phich 1 endorsed in my message and have endorsed several times since in speeches, and
that he and some cf the members of the Committee wanted to confer with me. I have
asked them to come in and confer with me this evening. I don't know what phase of it
the Senator wants to take up. The cuestionhere asks what phase of the World Court
will be considered. That I don't lmow.

lir, President, will the conference be over here?

No, it will be over in the House.
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mis being Cabinet morning I couldn't very well have them come here this morning, and
jdisliked to ask several of the Senators to come away from the Senate Chamber this
sfternoon, so I set it for this evening, because he wanted to see me before Wednesday
gorninge

I have told the Secretary of State to accept the resignation of the Ambas-
sador to Japan. There is no particular person under consideration for taking his
place. There are several persons that I have in mind.

I haven't any plan to leave Washington for a short rest after the adjourn-
nent of Congress. Perhaps if you can find some good place to go, we can go. I assume
of course that you would go with me, but I haven't any plan about it now. I thought

sll along that Probably I could get along quite well here in Washington, as good as

[ could anyvhere outside, so I have left it that waye.
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May 24, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Correspondents.

Good Afternoon :
I expect to pass on the Immigration Bill very soon., It has not yet

come back from the Secretary of State and while I dont't know what I shall
do with it, it goes without saying that I shall sign it if I can. There
are a good many things in this Bill. There are many things which are favor-
able to us and some things which I would have preferred not to have in ite.
But that is the case with almost every bill of any particular importance.

Secretary Mellon has not communicated his views to me gbout the pending
revenue bill, and won't until the bill is passed and goes to the Treasury,
when I shall then be able to find out just what it does and what affect it
will have on the revenues. It is necessary to take in enough money to pay
running expenses of the Government, if we can,-~ one of the necessary things
to consider in every good system of administration. Whether there are such
undesirable features in it as to make it on the whole a bill that ought not
to be approved; or whether it has desirable features so that it is really
better than the present tex law is a question for decision. If I can find
that it is a general improvement on the tax law, then I shéll sign it. If
I find it is not, why then it would not be wise to sign it.

I have not decided who will nominate me in Cleveland at the Convention.

I do not know enough about the circumstanges relating to the Boulder-
Kenyon Dem on the Colorado River to give any particular information about it.
There is a bill pending before Congress, and there is a report on it before
the Power Commission. My recollection is that I thought some of the sugges-
tions which were made by the Power Commission. I am not certain about that.
Generally speaking, I believe in private ownership, but I think this is a
project for flood control somewhat different than the power project. While
that ie an element, there is some reason for the action of the Government
keeping the flood control under the action of. the Government rather than
submitting it to be twrned over to private enterprise. I believe that

something along those line ~ I should think ought to be done.
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I don't know what is being done in detail to assure Germany's annual
payment under the Dawes' scheme; but whatever is necessary to protect the
United States is being done through the State Department and our representa-
tivee I know that something is being done, because I have had it up with
the Secretary of State.

I doubt if there is much hope of getting an agreement among the Republi~-
cans on the Foreigu Relations Committee on the subject of the World Court
at this session. They would not need all to be in agreement, I think if
they were to get action. There are two, four, six, eight, ten Republicans
and one Farmer Labor, and two, four, six, seven Democrats. It won't be
necessary for the Republicans all to agree. I have stated my decision on
the matter, as you know, in my message to Congress, in several conferences
and in one or two addresses I have elaborated my ideas. Secretary Hughes
has made elaborate speechee on it. So it has not seemed necessary to make
an address on the World Court. My position is favorable to the plan
presented by President Harding.

I know the Foreign Relations Committee are working on it. I had a
conference the other night with several of them in which they told me of
several different plans that were before the Comnittee, and I t0ld them
that I had taken my position and virtually gome to the cowmtry on it,-
people had chosen delegates to support me on that assumption, and for_no
other reason than that of good faith I would not care to change my position
from that which I took in my Message.

I don't think the State Department is taking any action in relation to
the Immigrgtion Bill with Japan. Nor would it be fair to suppose that Mr.
Hushes has made anything like a personal issue of the immigretion question.
Of course the Secretary and myself are exactly in the same position about
that. With my approval and with his approval, both he and I undertook to
see if we could secure a satisfactory arrangement when the bill was being
passed. We were not able to do this. We worked together on it and will
work together on whatever there may be to do further about it. There is no

reason for any suggestion that Mr. Hughes would resign, nor is there any

reason for the suggestion that Mr. Mellon would resign, if either of them
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did not get exactly what they wented from Congress; and I am not going
to resign because I don't get what I want.

I can't tell, of course, whether the Revenue Bill is a2 practical
revenue measure until I get a report from the Treasury Department showing
what they expect to rsise upon it, and whet the expenses of the United
States will be when it goes into effect.

I don't think there has been any exchange of correspondence with
the Japanese Government on the Immigration Bill other thon that which is
already known.

The Cabinet meeting today only lasted about fifteen minutes and
consisted of my asking the different members if they hed anything to lay
before the Cabinet, to which they replied they had nob.

I have an inquiry about the éhlorine ges treatment which I took..
According to what they told me down there it affects different individuals
in different ways. You sit down in the room where it is. You get a slight
affect from it. It affecte the eyes of some people. It did not affect
mine that way. The first two treatments I felt immediete relief. The
third $reatment, which I took yesterday, they put in a considerably
stronger dose for that treatment. I did not like the immediate results.
It made my throat smart. I thought I felt an irritation; but this morning,
when I got wp I found myself quite free of the cold, and the treatment
wes practically a complete success. I was not suffering so much from my
cold as I was from being tired out. I am working rether hard and get
tired out, so I thought I had better g0 home and rest up, which I advise

all of you to do.
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May 27, 1924,

Remarks by the President to the Newspsper Men.

Nobody has been chosen to nominate me a2t Cleveland.

I haven't received the report of the Federal Trade Commission on its in-
vestigation of the gasoline situation. I don't kmow whether it is nearly completed
or nots 1 made the request of them some time ago to investigate it.

I haven't any plans abocut what the Congress ought to do at the present time.

I shall act on the tax bill as soon as I can. I don't think the State Dept.
is expecting to take any steps about the immigration bill. That you can find out
there. I don't know of any.

lMr. President, along that line would you permit a guestion as to whether any

intimation has arrived from Mr. Hanihara as to his remeining in Washington?

I haven't had any intimation that he is going to retire, so I should judge
all the expectation would be that he will remain here. I don't know of any reason
why he shouldn't.

I haven't received any invitation to attend the 150th Anniversary of the
first meeting of the Continental Congress at Philadelphia.

I haven't made any decision about the vacancies in the 6th and 7th Circuits
of the Court of Appeals.

I can't tell you very much about the tax bill. It is true that I have a
copy here, but I shall have to depend upon the experts to point out the changes that
it contemplates, and to give me the benefit of their criticisgeigiemaking a decision.
I don't think I have received many comr-unications about it either one way or the

othere.
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F June 3, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper lien.

1 think it is doubtful whether any appointment of a U. S. Circuit Court
judge to tkhe Court of Appeals for the Sixth Circult, that is around Michigan and
Ohio, will be made right away. They haven't been able to agree on what they wante.
There have been several good names suggested. In fact, they have so many good
men that it is difficult to decide which one of the good men they want to take.

\4H I don't know that I shall have any special message to the Republican
Faticnal Convention, other than to suggest to them that they make their own choice
of Vice President. I think that was the course that Roosevelt adopted in 1904.

It seemed to work very well then, and that is the course I am going to adopt in
the coming Convention. The delegates will assemble from all over the country.
They know what the general feeling of the country is better than I can judge of
that, and I very much prefer to have them make the choice of a candidate for Vice
President, than to undertake to make one myself.

I haven't any definite plan for a conference by the states on the tax
question before the next session of the Congress, that is the tax authorities of

the states and the Treasury. OSometime after election and before I prepared my

message to the incoming Congress, which will be about the first of December, if
the taxing authorities of the states could come together we could get some idea
of what their requirements are, in order that we might make an adjustment between

are to
what the states/have in the way of taxation and what the nation is to have. I

think that would be especia%yrelevant to the provision of the bill that I signed
yesterday relative to the inheritence and state taxes.

The Cabinet didn't take up any matters today. There were one or two in-
quiries of the Secretary of Agriculture asbout the foct and mouth disease in Cal-
ifornia, which he thinks is getting under controcl. Then the general business con-
dition. The Secretary of Labor reports that there is no unemployment to amount to

anything. And Mr. Hoover reports that business in very good shape, though he

notices a slight recession.
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senators Watson, Herrald and Stanfield came in to speak to me about the matter
that is pending in the Supreme Court relative tc the Red River valley. That liti-
gation has been going on there between the State of Oklahome and the State of Texase.
I didn't have a chance to take up the matter very much. I think Senator Stanfield
is coming in here againe. It was under consideration in the last session of Congress
end I thought it might be helpful if I knew more about it.

Mr. President, would it be proper to ask if you care to say anything about
an answer to the Japanese note?

I don't know anything about it other than what has already been in the
press. OSome response I am sure will be made by the State Department, but 1 think
it will be safer probably for you to get the details of that from Mr. Hughes. I
have talked with him about it, but understood that there was nothing that would

be done for some dayse.
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June 6, 1324.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

,% I have two or three inquidies here about the Vice Presidency. 1 made a
statement about that Tuesday, in which I undertook to announce that I had no candi-
date, and I adhere to that statement. Any reports contrary to that statement
are, as perhaps some of you men know, without foundation. I usually keep my word
for at least four days, and I can tell four days before the Convention what I am '
going to do. A good many very excellent men are mentioned for the Vice Presidency.
lany of them are perfectly acceptable to me, but I am not underteking to approve
one above another. Let the convention select the man that after deliberation they
think is best equipped to meet the situation. If I was coing to pick out a candi-
date, I should want tc go to Cleveland and talk with the various delegations when
they come in, and find out what they think the regquirements are, and what the senti-
ment is in the neighborhood in which they reside. In that way, I presume 1 could
make up my mind what would be best. I am not as you understand making the slightest
eriticism of anybody, nor am I undertaking to promote any candidate. I am sorry
that there are any reports that I am picking a candidate, and if there are any
more of them they will be without any foundation.

I rather expect to go to the Capitol tomorrow evening to be there to sign
bills as they pass. 1 am not certain whether it is necessary to go up, excepting
at the final wind-up of a Congress. There is a difference between the end of a
session and the final adjourmment of a Congress which would take place on the 4th
of March.

I don't know enough about the Red River Appeal bill to pass any part-
icular judgment on it. I thought it was a matter that deserved very careful
investigation.

I don't know as 1 kmow Jjust how to answer this. It is an inguiry as to
whether the approval by the German Goverrment of the Dawes report has facilitated
the execution of that report. Of course it has to that extent. Vhat effect that
may have on the other Govermments, I do not knowe. I think Germany's approval would
probably facilitate its approval by the other interested governmmehts. I can't tell
whether it has increased the chances of a German loan in this country. 7This
country I think ~ I don't mean the Govermment, but private sources - would make a

loan to Germany, as I stated in my address 1 made in New York before the Associated
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Press. I assume they would want enough assurance that it would be a real benefit,
not a mere temporary expedient that would last for a short time and then Germany
would be in the same difficulty agsin. They would want to kmow whether their loan
would effect a permanent remedy as far as it could. I had expected that if the
Dawes report would be accepted by the Governments that there would be a favorable
response from private sources in this country to any suggestion for a loan to
carry out the proposals in the Dawes report.

There hasn't been any report of the oil conservation committee, other
than a commmication that they are about to make a report. The gasoline revort
of the Federal Trade Commission 1 have sent to the Attormey General. It is a
document about that thick, so that 1 didn't have an opportunity personally to
digest it. If I had, I doubt whether you would want to listen to a disposition
of ite I sent it there for whatever action might seem to be appropriate to take
care of the rights of the public.

Mr, President, do you feel inclined to tell us anything about the
nature of the Federal Trade Commission report? I can't give you any idea about
it. As I say, I didn't examine it with any care. There was nothing I could do
about it except to submit it to the Attorney General.

Does it make possible chezsper gasoline, Mr. President?

I can't tell thate The idea I had in mind was that complaints had been
msde that there were conditions existing that tended to make an unreasonably high
price to gasoline, so I asked the Federal Trade Commission to make an investigation.
They made it and I submitted their report to the Attorney General.

I do not think I have any report from the Attorney General on the pro-
posel to create naval 0il reserves on Indian lands. I have had more or less cor-
respondence in relation to that subject, but nothing in the way of a report and noth-
ing that under@skes to deal with the subject as a whole. I am not certain that there
is snything that deals specifically with this proposal here.

Mr. President, do you think you are to tske a trip on the Mayflower this

Sunday? I hope to get away for a little time in the afternoon.
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June 10, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

I do not recall that any suggestion has been made to me about a marine
:reciprocity plan, as a part of the tariff policy of the United States.

I haven't had a chance to hear from the Convention at all over the radio.
I may get a chance to this afternoon.

I am going to do everything that it is possible to do on the law for
| putting into effect the bonus act, such as the distribution of the application
blanks and similar routine. I had the Director of the Budget in for a conference
yesterday morning to see what we could do in that direction, and conferred later
with the Assistant Secretary of War. The Director of the Budget will look over
the appropriations that are available for any kind of work of that kind and confer
with the Comptroller, Mr. McCarl, and we shall work out any practical plan that is
possible, not only in relation to the bonus, but in relation to the police and
firemen, and other provisions for increases in pay. I don't kmow just what we
can do. We shall do everything we can. And also in relation to the reclamation
bill which failed. There was a reclamation bill that was passed earlier in the
session relative to assisting those occupants of the different reclamation
projects by giving them an extension of time. It wasn't quite so broad and full
as the provisions in the bill that was drawn as a result of the Fact Finding
Commission, but I think it is broad enough to provide a fairly remedy for those
who are in such straightened circumstances that they are unable to meet ﬁﬁf their
payments. I have directed the Secretary of the Interior to furnish every possible
assistance that he can under that law that was signed earlier in the session That
was passed in accordance with the recommendation in my message.

Mr. President, who is taking up with General Lord the matter of the
firemen, etc., I mean the District representative. That is being done by Genaral
Lorde I don't know that any District representatives could tell you about that.
We have all the inform:tion at hand.

I can't give any further statement about the Japanese exclusion cdause,
other than that I made at the time I signed the bill.

I don't know that I have any message t0 communicate to the Cleveland

Convention, or any coavention plans, other than what I have already mentioned.
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I don't expect that there is going to be any necessity for an extra
session of Congress,on account of the reasons that I have already given, - the
attempt that we are making to work out the problems that have come as a result
of the failure of the deficiency bill. The result of the failure of the naval
construction bill is more technical than anything else. The bill has passed both
houses, and it is perfectly apparent I think that it will pass the Senate, and
probably will pass immediately on the reconvening of the Senate. 5o that so far
as any action that I might contemplate, I can counsider the bill virtually as
passed. I don't know that that would make any difference about the suggestion
that I have made about a future conference in relation to armaments, either one
way or the other. The much more necessary thing in that respect would be the
settlement of European conplications, and an adjustment of the reparations, so
that they might feel that they had reached, insofar as they could, a state of
stable conditions in Europe, know what they can depend on, and for that reason
would be the more willing to contemplate the peaceful projects which we might
suggest at a conference, than to continue to go forward as they have been doing
since the armistice with constant military preparations.

lr. President, anything in the Cabinet?

No. We didn't do anything. There was no one present but Secretary

Hughes and Secretary Hoover.
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June 13, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspzper Men.

notification.
I haven't any plans about my NUTEETEREES I have assumed that it

would take place here at the White House, and I don't knmow anything about what
the date will be. My recollection is that four years ago it was about the 20th
of July. I should think it would be in that vicinity.

I cannot make any comment about the plafform or the nominee for Vice
President, other than to say that both of them are most satisfactory to me, and
I am very much pleased.

I haven't made any plans yet for a summer vacation. As I have
indicated before, I will do the best I can to arrange cne for you.

This other question is about notification, to which I have already
referred.

Mr. President, anything in the Cabinet this morning?

Yes, Secretary Hughes was there, and Secretaries Hoover and Wallace,

and the Attorney General. DBut there was no business.

Mr. President, on behalf of the boys here, 1 would like to congratulate

you on your splendid work.

Thank youe.
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June 17, 1924.

Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

Glad to see you all back at this end of the Avenume. I expect that
General Dawes will be down to make me a visit within a week or ten days. 1 had
a telegram from him and an indirect communication with him inquiring if he could
come dovm, and I have sent him word to come whenever his plans are convenient.
I understood he would be down very shortly.

lr. President, will he be your guest at the White House?

Yes, I invited him and lirs. Dawes to make us a visit, and I told him
1 presumed the newspaper men would like to get scme pictures.

-*u I haven't any plans about going out of Washington during the summere.

The weather gets rather hot here in July and August, and personally I don't like
the hot weather so well as I like the cool weather we have been having during
the last six weeks. It may be that we can find a chance to go away for a short
time, though of course I have the privilege of going out on the water in the
Mayflower, which gives me a great deal of relief, but doesn't relieve the news-
paper men sc much. I haven't,as I say, any plan about it. We will have to see
what develops and what the season brings forth.
“L Nor have I any specific plans about taking part in the campaign in the
way of making speeches. 1 suppose I would make about the usual number that a
President in office makes. There will be the speech of acceptance, and probably
some speeches besides that, but very few. There may be some special occasion
when I shall go somevhere to make an address, perhaps not entirely political, on
some public occasion or otherf' I am expecting to speak to the teachers' gather-
ing that is having a convention in Washington, and I expect to address them on
the 4th day of July. There will be the usual business session of the Government
departments held the latter part of June, the last week or perhaps the 30th - I
think General Lord has set a specific date. I am not certain whether it has been
given out. Of course, I shall address that gathering as ususl. There will be
various occasions of that kind, and as you have already noticed in the news-
papers, there will be the usual Advisory Comunittee for the Chairman of the
National Comrittee, but I do not want to have that misinterpreted. Of course,

the conduct of the campaign will be where it always is, and where the rules of

the National Committee provide it shall be, under the direction of the Chairmen

# i
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of the National Committee and in the hands of the National Committee and the

~ varjous state and local committees. I think the rules provide that the Chairman

may appoint other committees in addition to the executive committee, and it has
always been customary, I think, to pick different men of ability and experience

in political affairs to act as an advisory committee. That will be done this

year the same as it is usually done, and it has no different significance from
that which it always has had. 1 indicated to lr. Slemp some weeks ago that I
wanted him to act on that Committee, so I could confer with him constantly because
of his long experience in such affairs. He has been in the headquarters two or
three times during national campaigns, and will be very helpful to me. He as you
know has gone to Cincinnati on account of an operation that his cousin, or business
partner has to undergo today, and as soon as he recovers he will be back here as
usual. I haven't any plan about the @uties of the Advisory Committee; they will
be the same as they alwars have been. Its members take part in the campaign from
time to time as advisors to the Chairman of the National Committee. I may desire
to suggest to him different people that can help, after he and I make up our minds
after conference with each other that such action would be helpful.

No time has been set for the notification ceremonies, and I think we bet-
ter consider that they will -be held here in Washington, until there is some further
information. If my residence were away somewhere, quite naturally they would be
held there. But I haven't any plan of that kind. VWhere there has been some resi-
dence, notification has been there, but where there has been none, it has been here
at the White House. Whether this will be here in the Vhite House, or the White
House grounds, or in some assembly hall here in Washington, I do not know. No plan
has yet been made about it.

I have just had a conference with the Secrestary of the Treasury relative
to the appointment of the new tax law Appeals Board, and just as soon as the per-
sonnel of that body can be made up the appointments will be made. They will really
conduct proceedings as they are conducted in court proceedings, and willsit as
judges. 1 think the law provides that they be f¥ public. I suppose evidence will
be presented as evidence usually is presented to a courte For that reason, and
on account of the oftentimes large sums involved, it will probably be necessary
to have men of legal ability and experence that can take these very important

i
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positions. The pay is not large, $7500 I believe, and you can't go out and pick
twenty~eight men who will serve in a position of that kind, without careful in-
vestigation. That takes time, but it is proceeding and I think we can get a de-
cision soon. The policy will be to tzke some men from the Department, but also
we realize that it is helpful to a Department and helpful to the administration
of the Government generally to bring in fresh blood, If I may so speak of it, from
the country, who have not only the point of view of the Department, but who have
the point of view of the public towards the Department, and get action from them
that will better insure the administration of their duties, and that will be in
accordance with public desires, as well as that that develops in the Department.

The work on the Tacna and Arica question between Peru and Chile is go-
ing one It is being done under the immediate direction of the Secretary of State.
I don't know just how much longer it will take. I had expected that we would get
a decision by the middle of the summer.

I haven't heard anything about the desire of Ambassador Warren to
retire, other than that which I saw in the paper yesterday morming. Mr. Hughes
was speaking of it yesterday, and s2id he had received no information about ite.
You ¥mow that when lir. Warren took that position he took it at a good deal of
self-sacrifice, and with the understanding that he wouldn't be able, prohably, to
stay in the position for 2 long time, but that when he had finished some pre-
liminary work and after getting into running order, or working order, the arrange-
ment that was made in the treaty which he had negotiated relative to the claims,
that he then was to have the privilege of retiring.

I think that covers everything.
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June 20, 1924.
Remarks by the President to the Newspaper Men.

I don't know of anything that the Department of Justice is doing
relative to the I. We We on the Pacific Coasts If anything is being done out
there, I suprose it is being done by the District Attorneys and local authorities,
The matter has not come to my attention.

1 haven't heard from General Dawes as to the time when he will come to
Washington. The only suggestion I have about that is the one that I made the
other day at the conferences I indicated to him that he should come down at his

convenience.

I haven't had any report from either of the Committees that I aprointed
relative to the Shipping Board programe One was for the purpose of advising
about keeping up the fleet, and the other coordinating railroad transportation
and shipping transportation. I think some member of the Board told me within a
day or two that they were at a point where they were considering a preliminary
report. Just what that meant, I do not xmow.

“¥ I received a letter from Representative Britton. Sometimes when a
letter is published,half the time before I get it, it answers itself. I shall
look into the suggestions that Representative Britton made. I don't expect to
find anything. I think that the Naval Selection Board is rather higher at this
time than usual. That seems to cover the inquiries.

Cabinet meeting, lir. President?

Yes, we had a Cabinet meeting, but nothing of importance developed.
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June 24, 1924,

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Men

I haven't had any report for two or three days from the Treasury Department
gbout the members of the Tax Appeal Board. You know that they are working on the list
of men which will be appointed just as soon as they can determine what appointments
- ought to be made.

No date has been selected for my notification, and I haven't any plans for
speaking engagements. I think Mr. Dawes is coming down the latter part of this week
or the first of next.. I am not exactly certain.

~%_ I don't think any invitations have been received to participate in the
allie& conference on reparations, though I notice some suggestions in the press about
ite I suppose that the attitude of our Government would be the same about that as it
has been constantly about European affairs of that nature. We wouldn't want to take
& part in their political discussions over there, and on the other hand we want to
do everything we possible can to assist in any way we can without getting into their
political difficulties. Their political difficulties they can determine and decide
themselves. Such assistance as we can give we WYY are of course willing and anxious
to give.

Mr. President, dc you think we are likely to be represented dby an unofficial

observer?

I don't think there will be any representation by our Government. It is
very likely that what we should do would be to keep someone there who would keep us
informed of what course affairs were taking. Of course it is reccgnized always
that we have some interest in Europe direct and indirect about which we need
to have information in order to protect our Govermment and pretect our citizens. I
shouldn't suppose that General Dawes would attend the conference on account of his
participation in the campaign. Secretary Hughes would not reach London anyway until
after July 16th, and as our Govermment would not be a participant in it, I do not
think he would attend a conference of that kind even if he were there.

1 haven't any plan for a conference with members of the Shipping Board.

I have talked to the Chairman once or twice things, but no particular problem in
the Shipping Board, and am conferring with him and with other departments relative

to their plans for keeping within the appropriation that has been made for the
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coming year. I expect to talk with Mr. O'Connor further about that. They are work-
ing out their plan to keep within the appropriations just made, which runs from the
first of next July to the 30th of June, 1925.

Now, I think I have made it plain about the conference. We have had no
invitation, and while I don't like to anticipate very much about what we could do
if an invitation came, my idea would be that we would go on in the same way we have
been going on, without undertaking to interfere in their political activities over
there, and while refraining from that, doing anything that we can that would be
helpful to the situation. I suppose everyone knows that we are hopeful that the
Jawes plan will be accepted and put into operation. While we want to be helpful,

ve don't want to interferse.

s,
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June 27, 1924,
Remarks by the President to Newspaper Correspondents.

I don't think the Government of Uraguay has requested the United States
to act as arbitrator on a boundry matter. This is the first intimation I have had
of anything like that. It may be that you have a report that you know the contrary
is true. It hasn't come to my attention, if it has been done, and Mr. Philip, the
United States liinister to Uraguay was in to see me this morning. But his call was
of the most informal character. He merely came in to pay his respects. We talked
about general things there, but nothing was said about any boundry dispute.

Mr. President, may I suggest that Peru and Equador were to sign a
protocal --

That is another thing. I haven't heard about that either.

I don't think the London conference was mentioned between the French
Ambassador and me. I think very likely I expressed the hope that a method of settle-
ment would be found for Europe, and am quite satisfied that we didn't say anything
about the London Conference. Certainly if we did it was in such an incidental way
that it didn't impress itself upon me. He is starting on his amnusl trip to France
and merely came in to say good-by.

Here is a suggestion that Peru and Ecquador have signed a protocol which
provides for the arbitration of a boundry question by the President of the United
States. That hadn't come to my attention before. I imagine it would be, very
likely, like the Tacna and Arica boundry dispute which we are attempting to arbi-
trate. There very likely might be a treaty about the same way, but this is the
first intimation that I have about it, so I can't give you any additional light on

ite
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