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Tuesday, J u l y 7, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference* 

I guess a l l of you present are a u t h o r i z e d to a t t e n d the conference, 

but my experience has taught me that i t i s going to be necessary to s t a t e a t 

nearly every one of these conferences that the p r e s i d e n t can't be quoted, so 1 

w i l l r e i t e r a t e that i f you don't mind. 

I don't think: I can make any comment on the address t h a t I made at 

Cambridge. I t seems to me p l a i n enpugh, and i t couldn't be misunderstood. 

As you probably know, I d i s l i k e very much to e i t h e r confirm or deny 

any newspaper s t o r i e s , but I have got s e v e r a l i n q u i r i e s here about a New York 

newspaper s t o r y . So f a r as I know that i s without any foundation whatever. 

That i s the rum f l e e t s t o r y , Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

Yes. That i s any s t o r y that any a c t i o n had been taken by me i n r e l a t i o n 

to i t . I t h i n k I read before I came up here that there had been some smuggling 

In t h i s v i c i n i t y which had caused the a r r e s t o f the C h i e f of P o l i c e o f the town o f 

Swampscott. 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , do you contemplate any a c t i o n ? 

I haven't i n contemplation any a c t i o n a t the present time. Of course i t 

i s g e n e r a l l y known that the matter of the enforcement of p r o h i b i t i o n i s looked 

a f t e r by the duly c o n s t i t u t e d o f f i c e r s t h at are appointed under the law f o r that 

purpose and doesn't oome under my pe r s o n a l d i r e c t i o n * 

I haven't any s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n about the c o a l s i t u a t i o n , other than 

what I have seen i n the p r e s s . I have no doubt t h a t the S e c r e t a r y of Labor i s * 



keeping i n touch w i t h i t and undoubtedly the Department o f Commerce, But they have 

made no report to me about i t and I have made no suggestions to them. 

Mrs, Rogers came i n t h i s morning and t a l k e d w i t h me about the work t h a t 

JBhehas been doing i n connection w i t h the veterans. She has been very h e l p f u l i n 

that connection, v i s i t i n g the h o s p i t a l s and t a l k i n g w i t h the v e t e r a n s , and h e l p i n g 

them wherever she c o u l d , and she spent a great deal of time at the f a l t e r Reed 

h o s p i t a l , and she and I t a l k e d over the problem of whether she c o u l d continue 

that work, and we thought she could continue i t to a c e r t a i n e x t e n t , c e r t a i n l y 

antil the time comes f o r her to go i n t o the House when Congress assembles i n D e c , 

'and a f t e r that very l i k e l y she may v i s i t the h o s p i t a l s around Washington and perhaps 

;>nce i n a w h i l e take a t r i p . She would l i k e to get out o f Washington i f she can 

Leave the House. 

I t i s my understanding that the Sec. of War i s r e c o v e r i n g and as I s t a t e d 

Io the newspaper conference some time ago at Washington, expects to a t t e n d to the 

uties of h i s o f f i c e about the f i r s t of September. I made that statement before 

he operation and the o p e r a t i o n has r e s u l t e d so f a v o r a b l y that I t h i n k the s t a t e ­

ment appears to have been f u l l y warranted. 

I don't expect to go to the t r a c k meet i n Cambridge on Saturday. 

I had a conference w i t h the Chairman of the House Committee on Ways and 

(leans, Congressman Greene, j u s t before I l e f t Washington, and he i s e x p e c t i n g to 

Jail h i s committee together e a r l y i n the f a l l to go to work on a t a x r e d u c t i o n b i l l , 

t can't g i v e any f i g u r e s because the only way to get a t those i s to get them 

from Treasury estimates, so I don't know what the Treasury f i g u r e s would show 



could be done i n the way o f tax r e d u c t i o n s , e i t h e r o f surtaxes or what you might 

c a l l the r e g u l a r t a x . I haven't any new i n f o r m a t i o n , other than what 1 have 

already discussed w i t h the conference, about i n n e r i t e n c e taxes. The present top 

l i m i t of 40% seems to me to be so h i g h as to be p r a c t i c a l l y i m p o s s i b l e to secure 

any revenue under i t . I should t h i n k i t might i n many cases r e s u l t i n p r a c t i c a l l y 

c o n f i s c a t i o n , so I should presume t h a t that ought to be reduced. Now I don't know 

whether i t i s p o s s i b l e f o r the Uni t e d S t a t e s Government to e n t i r e l y r e p e a l i t s 

inheritence taxes a t t h i s time, or whether we c o u l d adopt some process of u l t i m a t e 

extinguishment. 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , you s a i d 40$. Do you have i n mind on j u s t what amount 

that a p p l i e s ? 

That i s the maximum amount* 

I t h i n k the a u t h o r i t i e s i n Washington are sure that they can reach some 

debt-funding agreement as a r e s u l t of the conferences t h a t are to be h e l d w i t h 

Prance, Belgium and I t a l y , and some of the other c o u n t r i e s . 

I haven't had brought to my a t t e n t i o n the rent s i t u a t i o n i n Washington 

since I came to Swampscott, so I don't know what change has taken p l a c e t h e r e , 

i f any. 

1 want -to go to one of the f o r t s down on the coast r i g h t over there 

(po i n t i n g ) . As I s a i d the other day, I thought some.day we could a l l get on the 

Mayflower and v i s i t one of the f o r t s . I di d n ' t have any p a r t i c u l a r p l a n about 

going i n t o Boston or v i s i t i n g the Navy Yard. That would make necessary a c o n s i d e r ­

able journey up i n t o the harbor from the f o r t s which l i e ou t s i d e a t the mouth of 



the harbor. I s h a l l have to confer w i t h the General i n charge o f t h i s m i l i t a r y 

d i v i s i o n about that and make some p l a n about i t . I w i l l g i v e you ample n o t i c e 

so that you w i l l have time to prepare f o r i t . 

I don't expect to make any address a t the Essex County Press Club next 

Saturday. That i s an o r g a n i z a t i o n t h a t has a r e g u l a r o u t i n g each year I t h i n k , 

and they have prepared themselves a t those outings I have attended w i t h some 

kind of entertainment and ceremonies which I t h i n k s u b s t a n t i a l l y take the 

place of any speeches. I want to go, but I don't expect to make any speech. 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , would you permit a qu e s t i o n as to taxes. Have you any 

views which you might want to express of what the normal t a x might be reduced 

to i f the surplus was l a r g e enough? 

I thought that was understood - that there would be a general r e d u c t i o n that 

would reach p r a c t i c a l l y to a l l taxpayers. But I should want to cover t h a t w i t h 

the f u r t h e r statement t h a t I couldn't t e l l whether that would be p o s s i b l e or 

not without having the Treasury f i g u r e s . That would be the p l a n I should take 

as a hy p o t h e s i s , the general r e d u c t i o n o f a l l taxes and perhaps see what the 

Treasury experts found i t was p o s s i b l e to do w i t h the probable s u r p l u s a t hand. 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , you do f a v o r a r e d u c t i o n o f the surt a x e s ? 

Oh yes. 

Twenty-five percent or so? 

I haven't any p a r t i c u l a r f i g u r e t h e r e . I would l i k e to see i t p l a c e d a t a 

fi g u r e that would probably produce the most revenue. That may be 25%, o r i t may 

be l e s s . I t h i n k 25$ i s the hi g h e s t amount that any one t h i n k s we cou l d get 
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the most revenue a t . Others t h i n k somewhere between 12 and 18%, Some e x p e r t s 

t h i n k t h a t i s the f i g u r e at which i t i s p r o b a b l e t h a t the most revenue c o u l d 

be secured. I am not an expert on those t h i n g s . 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , you wouldn't o b j e c t to 12$? 

I wouldn't o b j e c t to any p e r c e n t t h a t would produce the l a r g e s t amount 

of revenue without the i n d i r e c t bad e f f e c t s on business t h a t we get from 

too h i g h a s u r t a x . .. I t h i n k , f o r i n s t a n c e , that a man w i t h two c h i l d r e n t h a t 

has an income of $5,000 a year pays the Government between $35 and $40. Now < 

i n t h a t c o n d i t i o n the #35 or $40 t h a t he pays the Government r e a l l y i s a 

n e g l i g i b l e q u a n t i t y . The t h i n g he i s i n t e r e s t e d i n i s g e t t i n g the $5,000 a 

year or more. The business c o n d i t i o n s o f the c o u n t r y come to be h i s f i r s t 

i n t e r e s t and the s m a l l amount of i t t h a t he pays the Government i s a matter 

of very minor importance. I n o t h e r words, what we have m a i n l y i n mind here 

i s a system of t a x a t i o n t h a t w i l l be the best t h a t can be d e v i s e d f o r the 

p r o t e c t i o n o f business and the c o l l e c t i o n of the l a r g e s t amount of revenue 

with the l e a s t d i s l o c a t i o n o f the business a c t i v i t y o f the c o u n t r y . 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , was t h e r e a n y t h i n g o f i n t e r e s t i n Mr. Mondell's v i s i t ? 

No. He was a u t o m o b i l i n g i n t h i s s e c t i o n and t o l d me b e f o r e he l e f t 

Washington he would probably be up and I t o l d him to drop i n . He i s coming 

i n to l u n c h . 

ncF9t 



i j p - F r i d a y , J u l y 10, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about any conference between the r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

of the d i f f e r e n t powers to p r o c l a i m a new p o l i c y toward China. I doubt v e r y much 

! i f there i s go i n g t o be any such conference. There i s a p r o v i s i o n i n the Washington 

j Treaty r e l a t i v e t c c o n d i t i o n s i n China t h a t c a l l s f o r some a c t i o n , and t h a t t r e a t y 

has r e c e n t l y been r a t i f i e d by France w i t h i n two o r t h r e e days. Now i t i s probable 

that whatever there i s i n the t r e a t y t h a t r e q u i r e s a c t i o n w i l l be c a r r i e d o u t . 

Perhaps t h a t i s what t h i s q u e s t i o n r e f e r s t o . I d i d n ' t understand t h a t t h e r e was 

anything i n the t r e a t y r e a l l y t h a t r e q u i r e d a n y t h i n g l i k e a new p o l i c y toward 

China. I t was simpl y a q u e s t i o n of how t o d e a l w i t h the present c o n d i t i o n s t h e r e . 

Question: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , can we say a n y t h i n g i n t h a t c o n n e c t i o n t h a t i t 

is planned t o go forward w i t h the Customs Conference? 

Answer: I can't say t h a t . Undoubtedly the p a r t i e s t o th a t t r e a t y w i l l 

take up the q u e s t i o n of what should be done to c a r r y out i t s terms. 

Question: rMr. P r e s i d e n t , Washington d i s p a t c h e s s t a t e t h a t the State Dept. 

had suggested a conference of the n a t i o n s to adopt a p o l i c y w i t h r e f e r e n c e t o the 

present Government of China? 

Answer: W e l l , I d i d n ' t say t h a t t h a t wasn't so, but I doubt i f i t i s 

quite a c c u r a t e . They may have made some i n q u i r i e s as t o what c o u l d be done under 

the terms of the t r e a t y , now th a t i t has been r a t i f i e d . Perhaps something o f t h a t 

kind. 

I expect S e c r e t a r y K e l l o g g w i l l come on here. I t was arranged before I 

l e f t Washington t h a t he was to come up once i n a w h i l e . Of course the q u e s t i o n of 
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I the debts was pending t h a t I would l i k e t o t a l k w i t h him about and then t h e r e i s 

this question to which I have a l r e a d y r e f e r r e d , as to what ought t o be done by t h i s 

country under the t r e a t y t o which we are a p a r t y r e l a t i v e t o pending q u e s t i o n s i n 

IChina - the t a r i f f q u e s t i o n t h e r e - and the q u e s t i o n of h a v i n g mixed c o u r t s and the 

question of e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l r i g h t s . I t h i n k a l l t h r e e o f those are mentioned i n 

the t r e a t y . 

I am q u i t e sure there i s n ' t any f o u n d a t i o n f o r any r e p o r t t h a t may be c i r -

j c u l a t i n g i n Hew York t h a t S e c r e t a r y o f the Treasury M e l l o n has r e s i g n e d . 

I expect to see -Ambassador H e r r i c k w h i l e he i s i n t h i s c o u n t r y . But t h a t 

i s merely a g e n e r a l e x p e c t a t i o n which I shou l d e n t e r t a i n toward an Ambassador from 

any of the c o u n t r i e s l i k e France t h a t might be coming home f o r a short v a c a t i o n . 

Question: Mr. P r e s i d e n t does t h a t c a r r y w i t h i t the u n d e r s t a n d i n g t h a t 

he i s p o s i t i v e l y g o i n g back t o France? 

Answer: I t h i n k so. No un d e r s t a n d i n g - no reason t o suppose t h a t he 

is n ' t going back. But I haven't any arrangement at the present time t o see him. 

Undoubtedly he w i l l c o n f e r w i t h me a f t e r he reaches t h i s c o u ntry to see when i t 

w i l l be convenient f o r him t o come. I don't t h i n k I am g o i n g out on t h e Mayflower 

over the week-end. I t i s q u i t e a t a s k t o get the Mayflower out and i n . 

I had a l e t t e r from B r . Goupal I should say i t was w r i t t e n Tuesday o r 

Wednesday, t h a t he expected t o r e t u r n v e r y soon. I l e f t him up t h e r e because I 

thought i t might be necessary f o r me t o go back to Plymouth, but f a t h e r i s making 

such good progress t h a t I don't t h i n k i t w i l l be necessary t o go back on account 

of his p h y s i c a l c o n d i t i o n . 



I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the candidates f o r Congress i n the 2nd 

D i s t r i c t . Of course i t goes without s a y i n g that although that i s my own d i s t r i c t 

I should leave i t to the people up t h e r e t o decide what they want to do about the 

choice of a candidate. 



Tuesday, J u l y 14, 1925, 

Report o f the Newspaper Conference. 

Here i s an i n q u i r y about Dr. Murray N i c h o l a s B u t l e r , which I suppose 

means Nicholas Murray B u t l e r . I n o t i c e t h i s s u g g e s t i o n i s r e p o r t e d i n some of 

the morning papers, t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s ought t o he "better informed about what 

i s being done by the League of N a t i o n s . Without d e s i r i n g t o be f a c e t i o u s a t a l l , i f 

Dr. B u t l e r should v i s i t the State Department he might be as much s u r p r i s e d t o 

f i n d out the i n f o r m a t i o n we have about.the League of Nations as he was t o f i n d out 

the work that the League o f Nations does. I agree w i t h him f u l l y t h a t i t i s 

desirable t h a t our Government sho I d be informed about what the League i s d o i n g , 

and I th e r e f o r e t h i n k h i s s u g g e s t i o n i s based on a v e r y sound c o n c l u s i o n . But I 

think h i s suggestion was t h a t we ought to have a s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e there.; 

I doubt i f that i s necessary, "because I t h i n k we a l r e a d y have c l e a r and d e f i n i t e 

information as t o what i s b e i n g done by the League. 

I suppose i t goes wi t h o u t s a y i n g t h a t i t i s the d e s i r e of those con­

nected w i t h the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government, so f a r as I know, t h a t t h e r e be some 

agreement made i n the c o a l i n d u s t r y t h a t w i l l prevent h a v i n g any s t r i k e . 

I expect that the Congress w i l l keep wo r k i n g on the p l a n f o r r e o r g a n i z ­

ing the Government departments u n t i l some l e g i s l a t i o n i s brought about. I have 

made s e v e r a l executive orders t r a n s f e r r i n g departments, m o s t l y I t h i n k t o the 

Department of Commerce, but t h a t doesn't go t o the fundamental reason f o r the 

r e o r g a n i z a t i o n . I ver y much hope th a t Congress w i l l work out some p l a n "based on 

the proposals which are now before the Congress, or which w i l l be "before i t i n 
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accordance w i t h that p l a n which has "been presented. 

I suppose the Shi p p i n g Board wouldn't approve the sa l e t h a t was prepared 

by Admiral Palmer because they had i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t l e d them t o suppose t h a t they 

could secure a higher b i d . Then of course there i s the qu e s t i o n of p o l i c y , which 

i s one e s p e c i a l l y f o r the Sh i p p i n g Board r a t h e r than f o r Admiral Palmer, ahout 

what i t s h a l l be p e r m i t t e d i n the c o n t r a c t of s a l e t o do w i t h the d i f f e r e n t p a r t s 

of the ships that are to he s o l d , whether the machinery and so on i s to be used 

for new work or whether i t i s to be e n t i r e l y scrapped. I t h i n k i t i s r a t h e r the 

fe e l i n g of the Shipping Board that they don't want t o s e l l at scrap p r i c e s b o i l e r s 

engines and machinery that are i n the s h i p s , which are t o be used i n new ships 

for b o i l e r and engine purposes. The b i d that was submitted by Admiral Palmer 

l e f t those t h a t were t o purchase the ships i n e n t i r e freedom as to what d i s p o s i t i o n 

i s to be made of the p a r t s . 

I don't know of any j o i n t a c t i o n that has been arranged i n C h i n a by the 

United States, Great B r i t a i n and Japan. I t h i n k any such report i s "based on a 

misunderstanding. Our country i s communicating w i t h the d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s t h a t 

are signatory t o the Washington Agreements. That i n c l u d e s Great B r i t a i n and Japan. 

But I am quite sure t h a t our country hasn't made any agreement w i t h Great B r i t a i n 

and Japan about China. 

Question: Hasn't i t f e l t t h a t i t would be d e s i r a b l e t o postpone a c t i o n 

on e x t r a - t e r r i t b r i a l i t y . 

The P r e s i d e n t : I don't t h i n k any agreement of any k i n d has been made. 

A l l that has been done i s to t r y t o secure an exchange of ideas as t o what can "be 

done f o r the purpose of c a r r y i n g ^ u t _ t h e Washington agreements on the one s i d e 



and securing from China the p r o t e c t i o n of f o r e i g n i n t e r e s t s on the other s i d e . 

Very l i k e l y the U n i t e d S t a t e s , Great B r i t a i n and Japan, b e i n g p a r t i c u l a r l y 

i n t e r e s t e d , i n a sense do take the l e a d , though of course France and I t a l y , 

Belgium and s e v e r a l o t h e r Powers are i n t e r e s t e d and w i l l of course be c o n s u l t e d . 

Now I t h i n k t h a t i s the r e a l e x t ent at the present time o f the Chinese p o l i c y , 

based on those two t h i n g s - c a r r y i n g out the Washington Agreements on the one 

side and do i n g what we can t o get China t o p r o t e c t f o r e i g n i n t e r e s t s on the 

other s i d e . Now t h a t i n c l u d e s of course the c o n s i d e r a t i o n of the t a r i f f and 

e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l i t y and a l l other q u e s t i o n s t h a t were c o n s i d e r e d i n the 

Washington Agreements. 

I want t o go up t o Camp Devens some time. General Lo^gan spoke t o me 

about i t . I had i n mind when he spoke t o me t h a t he meant t o go up t o the 

C i t i z e n ' s M i l i t a r y T r a i n i n g Camp. I expect my son w i l l be up the r e at t h a t time 

and I expected to go up there then. I am not c e r t a i n whether I can get up t o 

v i s i t the 26th B i v i s i o n . I would l i k e t o and perhaps may be able t o go. 

I can't g i v e any p a r t i c u l a r comment on the advantages of my b e i n g 

i n New England the of the establishment o f an a i r m a i l s e r v i c e between 

Boston and New York. The o n l y i n f o r m a t i o n I have i s t h a t which i s p e r f e c t l y 

obvious. And before t a k i n g any s e t t l e d p o s i t i o n about i t , I should want t o 

consult the Post O f f i c e Department. Of course i t i s a tbiing t h a t I should l i k e 

to have done, but whether i t ought to be done c o n s i d e r i n g a l l the ot h e r r e q u i r e ­

ments of the m a i l s e r v i c e or not, I couldn't t e l l . 

Question: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , i s the Postmaster General coming up t o see 

you? ' 00600 



Answer: Not that I know o f . I haven't any p l a n about t h a t . I expect 

that s u b s t a n t i a l l y a l l the Cabinet members w i l l be up here at one time or another. 

I t h i n k I have i n d i c a t e d the Chinese s i t u a t i o n . 

Question: Would you care to say i n connection w i t h the Chinese s i t u a t i o n 

whether there i s hope f o r an e a r l y Customs Conference. 

The President': Of course i t goes without s a y i n g t h a t we a l l hope f o r an 

>arly adjustment of our d i f f i c u l t i e s t h e r e . Now, whether c o n d i t i o n s are such t h a t 

re can have another conference or not, I can't say. I t h i n k t h a t I am j u s t i f i e d i n 

•spying that we are t r y i n g to promote c o n d i t i o n s that w i l l warrant an e a r l y con-

1 Terence on the t a r i f f and on e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l i t y . 

Question: E e f e r r i n g to that question of Dr. N i c h o l a s Murray B u t l e r . I don't 

think h i s suggestion was that we should send a s p e c i a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e but t h a t we 

should have a man at Berne who would be a u t h o r i z e d t o a t t e n d meetings. He r a i s e s the 

p o i n t now that the M i n i s t e r at Berne i s n ' t a u t h o r i z e d to a t t e n d . 

The P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , I don't know enough about the d e t a i l s t o know whether 

|khat i s necessary or not. 

Question: My impression was that we were g e t t i n g the i n f o r m a t i o n through 

jBerne a l l the time. 

The P r e s i d e n t : Of course i t i s b a r e l y p o s s i b l e that the r e p o r t d i d n ' t give 

j Exactly what he was d r i v i n g a t . I thought t h a t what he i n d i c a t e d was that there was 

rery important work being done t h a t our Government and the people over here might 

r e l l be i n t e r e s t e d i n and advised o f . Of course i f i t i s a matter of p u b l i c i n t e r e s t 



hy I should say that that would he quite n a t u r a l l y attended to by the people 

ithout the i n t e r v e n t i o n of our Government. I t h i n k our Government i s very acc­

urately informed as t o what i s t a k i n g p l a c e , though i t may he that they need more 

assistance i n g e t t i n g more e a r l y and accurate information, hut I don't understand 

hat that i s the case. 

I haven't received any communication, so f a r as I r e c a l l , from Admiral 

'aimer or Mr. O'Connor regarding a ship s a l e s p o l i c y , other than what I - t h i n k has 

Iready been given to the p r e s s . The Board r e p l i e d to my communication ac c e p t i n g 

ihat policy and p o i n t i n g out that i t had "been v i r t u a l l y provided f o r i n the resolut­

i o n that was passed by the Board about the time I suggested that they put the 

Imergency F l e e t Corporation and the operation of the ships i n the hands of one man, 

I p i c h was provided f o r by the appointment of Admiral Palmer at that time. 

Question: You s t i l l want l e g i s l a t i o n on t h a t , Mr. President? 

( Answer: W e l l , I am not c e r t a i n about t h a t . I r a t h e r t h i n k that some 

egis l a t i o n might he h e l p f u l . My understanding w i t h the Board was that t h i s 

p o l i c y could be c a r r i e d out by them without the i n t e r v e n t i o n o f l e g i s l a t i o n . 

fhere i s n ' t anything new r e s p e c t i n g Secretary Weeks. My understanding 

Ls that he i s making a good recovery and of course i n time I expect t o see him 

)ack at h i s desk i n Washington. 

Question: Mr. President there was a d i s p a t c h the other day that he would 

t>e out very soon* 

Answer: I don't know of any foundation f o r t h a t . Ho information has 



jme to me that he was going to the Essex County Republican Convention J u l y 26th or 



Tuesday, J u l y 21, 1925. 

Beport o f the Newspaper Conference. 

There i s l i t t l e , i f a n y t h i n g , t h a t I can say about l e g i s l a t i o n t h a t i s 

I l i k e l y to come "before the next Congress. I haven't g i v e n that any s p e c i a l thought. 

I Of course i t i s before me i n a general way a l l the time. 

I don't know of anything t h a t makes i t prohable t h a t there w i l l he a 

special s e s s i o n o f the Congress. I don't see any prospect o f one. 

I haven't any pla n s f o r any extended t r i p t h i s week, and I don't know 

nov/ when any Cabinet members may come here. I know that i t i s q u i t e hot, as the 

recent a r r i v a l s inform me, i n Washington, and I t o l d members o f the Cabinet t h a t 

I should he g l a d i f any of them would come up any time and st a y over the week-end. 

I expect that they w i l l a v a i l themselves of t h a t o p p o r t u n i t y , so that t h e i r coming 

up here w i l l not have any s p e c i a l s i g n i f i c a n c e . I t i s merely a matter of v i s i t i n g 

me and escaping from some of the hot weather i n Washington. 

I r a t h e r hope t h a t at t h i s time we can l e t the country r e s t from 

thoughts about Washington a c t i v i t i e s , p o l i t i c s and l e g i s l a t i o n , and g i v e the 

people an opportunity t o devote t h e i r thought and a t t e n t i o n t o h u i l d i n g up the 

industry, business and commerce of the n a t i o n . 

I haven't any r e p o r t s r e l a t i v e t o the n e g o t i a t i o n s t h a t are going on 

for an adjustment of wages i n the c o a l i n d u s t r y . Wgr i n f o r m a t i o n about t h a t i s 

p r a c t i c a l l y a l l from the newspaper r e p o r t s . 



I haven't any f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n about the s i t u a t i o n i n China, other 

than what has already been g i v e n o u t . That i s b e i n g looked a f t e r of course by the 

State Department, and I expect t h a t such i n f o r m a t i o n as they may r e c e i v e t h a t they 

can d i s c l o s e , they w i l l do. 

Mr. P r e s i d e n t , have you heard from S e c r e t a r y K e l l o g g as t o when he i s 

going back to S t . Paul? 

No. He s a i d he i s going back to Washington to stay i n d e f i n i t e l y . 

. Question: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , would you elaborate upon your p o l i c y of r e t u r n ­

ing the Boxer indemnity, which was r e p o r t e d i n the paper t h i s morning. 

Answer: That was provided f o r by the l e g i s l a t u r e i n the l a s t s e s s i o n 

and a l l I d i d was to i s s u e an executive order c a r r y i n g out the terms of the l e g i s ­

l a t i o n . 

Question: Don't you t h i n k i t i s going t o be h e l p f u l at t h i s j u n c t u r e , 

i f i t comes about? 

Answer: W e l l , y e s , I t h i n k so. I t i s an e x h i b i t i o n , I don't want t o 

boast about our own country too much, but I t h i n k i t i s an e x h i b i t i o n o f good f a i t h 

on the part of t h i s country. Perhaps i t would be more a p p r o p r i a t e f o r some one 

else to say t h a t , other than myself. 

The Secretary o f War has not r e s i g n e d . I don't expect he i s going t o 

resign, and I hope th a t f o r the sake o f h i s peace of mind t h a t h i s r e s i g n a t i o n 

w i l l not be reported i n the f u t u r e o f t e n e r than once i n two weeks. I don't want 

to unduly r e s t r i c t the r e p o r t i n g , but I t h i n k t h a t would be o f t e n enough. 



I went up to c a l l on Secretary Weeks the other day. I started out to 

ake a l i t t l e ride and got over to Salem and thought I would run over to Gloucester 

Ind I found him looking surprising well. I had heard very good reports of him, hut 

is appearance outruns the reports that I had heard. l e seems to he gaining i n 

Strength every day. He has made such a large improvement since I saw him i n Wash­

ington. You w i l l r e c a l l the day that he started up here. 

Senator Hale talked with me yesterday ah out the Navy and I have asked him 

•o make an intensive study of the Navy to see i f we are maintaining any useless 

activities i n i t , so that there might he a p o s s i b i l i t y of saving money to the 

;axpayers by discontinuing them. You w i l l r e c a l l that l a s t year we made an au­

thorization for some new cruisers, submarines and so on to the extent of a great many 

nillion dollars. That work w i l l have to begin i n the near future. I would l i k e to 

!

ind a place in the Navy where we can make suff i c i e n t savings to go some way 

owards taking up t h i s new work* I should be very glad to consult General Mitchell 

bout any subject that he* i s familiar with on which he can be h e l p f u l . I have con-

ulted him a number of times i n the past and expect to i n the future. 

Question: Mr, President, do you r e c a l l about how much that outlay was? 

pisver: 

I can't give the figures. I think there was an authorization for a number of new 

cruisers and they cost - I think a new cruiser costs f u l l y as much as #11,000,000. 

I don t believe I ought to say anything about the Belgium debt. That i s 

in process of negotiation and i t i s i n the hands of the Debt Commission. There 

will be of course a good deal of publicity given out by the Belgium sources and 

i t will be for the Debt Commission to determine what part, i f any, they desire to 
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nswer at present. But as I am not taking direct part in the negotiations, I 

esitate to make any comment about i t . I doubt i f we can make any progress hy 

making newspaper comment at this time. 

% conversation with Senator Curtis has been almost entirely general. 

II saw him in Washington before I came here. He said he was coming up to Newport 

I think i t is -

Narragansett Pier, Mr. President -

Yes Narraganset Pier, to v i s i t his daughter. I told him to come up and 

spend a few days with me, which he is now doing.-

I didn't discuss at great length with Secretary Davis the matter of the 

production of anthracite coal, hut from such discussion as he and I had I gained 

the impression that there was no particular danger of a strike. 

Question: Can you elahorate on the particulars of that picture, Mar* 

President? 

Answer: I can't elaborate on something that doesn't exist. 

Question: You have reason for believing that there wont he a strike 

and you must have reasons for so believing. It might he of interest to the 

public i f you think there wont be a strike. 

Answer: I didn't have an elaborate conversation with Mr. Davis ahout 

i t . He didn't go into details. That was the impression I gained, as I said, 

from my conversation with him. 

Question: Are you going to Pemberton tomorrow? 

Answer: That i s possible, hut I haven't decided. 
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Question: Would you go on the Mayflower or by machine? 

I don't know -.can go either way. 

Question: You formerly had a summer cottage there, didn't you? 

Answer: Yes, we l i v e d on Hull H i l l back of Pemberton one summer, I 

think 1917. 

Question: ^ould i t be too much to ask i f you decide t h i s afternoon to 

let us know tonight? 

Answer: I w i l l l e t you know as soon as I decide. I f i t should be 

stormy I wouldn't go any way. I f i t i s a nice f a i r day I might go. 

Question: Is Ambassador P h i l l i p s coming to see you? 

I had seen a report i n the press that he was. He i s a resident of 

Boston and i s a Boston man. The family l i v e s here and i f he i s i n t h i s country 

of course he would v i s i t here. I f he comes here I expect he w i l l come up here to 

call on me the same as Peter Jay did the other day. 

Question: Is i t at a l l l i k e l y that a conference on the Chinese s i t u a ­

tion would include a discussion of the t r a f f i c i n dope and so c a l l e d drugs? 

Hhswer: Well, i f any conference i s c a l l e d I suppose i t would be 

limited to those provisions that were arranged for at the Washington Conference. 

I don't r e c a l l any of the provisions as having r e l a t i o n to habit forming drugs. 

If we can get these other things out of the way at t h i s time we are working on 

that constantly through conferences i n Geneva, so I don't know of any thought 

anywhere of taking that up p a r t i c u l a r l y and spe c i a l l y at a conference that might 

be called in r e l a t i o n to the things that are provided for i n the Wash. Conference. 
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Friday, July 24, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I have several inquiries here ahout the coal s t r i k e , or the coal s i t u a ­

tion. It has appeared to me that any action at the present time, either making a 

statement or taking any other action, would very l i k e l y do much more harm than 



2. 

| a good many exports going out. Whatever the t a r i f f has done, i t hasn't seemed t o 

interfere g r e a t l y with our f o r e i g n commerce, I mean by that that i t hasn't p r e ­

vented imports. I don't want to go i n t o any d i s c u s s i o n o f the t a r i f f o f course. 

The main t h i n g that I f e e l about i t now i s that the peopihe are bein g more and more 

j adjusted to i t and t o undertake to make a change i n i t would simply throw the whole 

country i n t o a s t a t e of suspense. Business wouldn't know what to expect as a 

result of a new t a r i f f law. I t would simply he a time of u n c e r t a i n t y which has 

always been an unfortunate c o n d i t i o n f o r "business to con f r o n t . I t h i n k I s h a l l 

drive out to the Essex County Club. They are going t o have a p i c n i c or something 

of that k i n d on the 29th of J u l y . I don't expect to stay very l o n g . 

I have learned from the Shipping Board that they want some o p i n i o n from 

the Attorney General. I have advised them to formulate t h e i r question and send 

i t to the Attorney General,or t o me recommending that i t i s a question that needs 

the opinion of the Department of J u s t i c e . The powers of the Shipping Board of 

course depend e n t i r e l y on the wording of the s t a t u t e . I haven't that "before me 

and i t i s an elementary precept o f the l e g a l p r o f e s s i o n not t o undertake to con­

strue law unless you can look at i t and not undertake what the e f f e c t of the w r i t ­

ten agreement w i l l he unless you can see t h a t . You may have observed that I have 

always been c a r e f u l and r e f r a i n e d from g i v i n g opinions about w r i t t e n documents 

unless I could see them, so that my personal view here w i l l not he of very much 

benefit. But I should he very much s u r p r i s e d to f i n d out that the Shipping Board 

didn't have a perfect r i g h t t o s e l l any v e s s e l s that i t might declare to he 

surplusage and the persons t h a t buy them make such use of them as they may d e s i r e 
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to make. As I explained the other day, I don't t h i n k i t i s a p a r t i c u l a r l y good 

policy to s e l l the machinery i n ships at a junk p r i c e t o he used i n competition 

with the manufacturers of the same k i n d of machinery. I f i t i s t o he used, why 

i t ought to he so l d at the u s i n g p r i c e and not at the junk p r i c e . But I should he 

very much surprised i f there i s any l i m i t a t i o n i n fifof thelaw that would make i t 

i l l e g a l f o r the Shipping Board t o dispose of surplus ships f o r whatever purpose 

the purchaser might d e s i r e . I t h i n k though there are some p r o v i s i o n s that would 

prevent the ships being t r a n s f e r r e d to a f o r e i g n f l a g or something of that k i n d . 

I am t a l k i n g now of a domestic use. 

Question: Mr, P r e s i d e n t , the Board has already s o l d some ships? 

Answer: Oh, yes. Sold a great many s h i p s . Of course the amount of 

$200,000,000 that Senator C u r t i s s a i d he thought might be saved through reorgan­

iz a t i o n of Government Departments i s a matter of estimate and o p i n i o n . I had 

thought that we might make a considerable saving. I didn ' t want to commit myself 

to any p a r t i c u l a r f i g u r e s , because I have never had any made f o r me. !l"y f i r s t 

thought would be that §200,000,000 would be rath e r excessive. I t h i n k i t i s 

somewhat doubtful whether we could save any such sum as t h a t , but I t h i n k we could 

save quite a m a t e r i a l sum. Since the o r i g i n a l proposal f o r r e o r g a n i z a t i o n of 

course, there have been very p a i n s t a k i n g reductions i n the ap p r o p r i a t i o n s f o r 

the d i f f e r e n t departments. Now i t may be that he got t h i s f i g u r e from some 

discussion he heard or some i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a t he made when the suggestion was 

f i r s t made. 
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I haven't had any suggestion e i t h e r d i r e c t l y or i n d i r e c t l y from General 

Andrews - I b e l i e v e by the way he says he would l i k e t o have the General dropped 

now from h i s name - I t h i n k he i s e n t i t l e d t o i t - th a t he should come here and 

talk.with me about h i s enforcement p l a n s . I have t o l d him and t o l d those that 

communicated w i t h me i n any way i n regard to appointments t o he made under h i s 

plan f o r enforcement, t h a t I "believe he ought to he given as free as p o s s i b l e a 

hand, and that i s my p o l i c y towards h i s e f f o r t f o r enforcement, to give him a 

very free hand i n working i t out i n the "best p o s s i b l e way. 

I doubt i f i t i s f a i r t o say that there i s very much p o l i t i c s i n the 

present bureau - that over which Major Haynes has c o n t r o l . I t h i n k h i s e f f o r t 

has been to secure men that he thought he could r e l y on t o enforce the law. 

I don't t h i n k I have seen much of anything i n the way of p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e 

in r e l a t i o n t o i t . Of course I am not f a m i l i a r w i t h a l l the work and d e t a i l s 

of his department. There might he p o l i t i c a l i n f l u e n c e of which I haven't "been 

acquainted, but I thought he kept h i s department p r e t t y f r e e from i t and I under­

stand i t i s the d e s i r e of General Andrews to continue that p o l i c y . 



I j Swampscott, Mass., 
Tuesday, J u l y 28, 1925. 

Report of Newspaper Conference. 

I don't know of any p a r t i c u l a r subject t h a t I s h a l l d i s c u s s w i t h 

Senator Pepper. I saw him i n Washington some time before I came up here and 

he s a i d he would be going up on the Maine c o a s t . Quite n a t u r a l l y I l i k e t o 

keep i n touch w i t h members of the Congress, the Senate and House, and so I 

t o l d him when he went by here I wished he would t r y to arrange t o stop and 

stay w i t h us. I t h i n k he w i l l reach here on Saturday and perhaps stay over 

Sunday. _ 

There i s n ' t any change i n the statu s of the proposed disarmament 

conference. One t h i n g or another has developed i n Europe t h a t hasn't made 

i t seem qu i t e opportune t o propose i t . J u s t at present the matter of the 

security agreement i s pending. Of course i f t h a t can be arranged, why i t w i l l 

lay a very broad foundation f o r f u r t h e r disarmament. With t h a t undecided 

the question of how f a r disarmament could be c a r r i e d would not be one that, 

they could make an accurate d e c i s i o n about. Now, I am q u i t e aware that 

there i s never going to be any p e r f e c t c o n d i t i o n under which disarmament 

conferences can be c a l l e d . F i r s t , I didn't want to i n s e r t t h a t question 

int o an i n t e r n a t i o n a l d i s c u s s i o n during the work t h a t was going on on the 

Dawes p l a n when the question arose about p u t t i n g the Dawes p l a n i n t o 

operation. Then the question came up at the Geneva conference. Now i t i s the 

question of the s e c u r i t y p a c t . What I have been w a i t i n g f o r was a time when 

Europe had seemed t o a r r i v e at a f s t a b l e a c o n d i t i o n as we can hope t o have 



2. 

there, w i t h a l l pending d i f f i c u l t i e s over there so th a t there w i l l he a 

s i t u a t i o n that would make i t seem that a disarmament conference would have the 

largest p o s s i b l e promise of heing s u c c e s s f u l . 

I haven't had any f u r t h e r i n f o r m a t i o n from Chairman O'Connor or any 

information at a l l ahout sales of s h i p s . The question arose i n the Shipping 

Board, as I understand i t , whether they had a r i g h t to s e l l ships f o r any­

thing other than shi p p i n g purposes, and I understood they wanted to get the 

opinion of the Attorney General. I have undertaken t o cooperate w i t h them 

toward that end. I asked them to formulate t h e i r question and t h a t I would 

then submit i t to the Attorney General. 

. The o f f i c i a l s of the Navy League came i n to t a l k w i t h me ahout 

having a Navy Day t h i s f a l l . I expect that w i l l he h e l d the l a t t e r part of 

October. 

I haven't any expection of any v i s i t s of Cabinet members except i n 

the most general way. I expected they would come here from time to time. 

There i s no s p e c i f i c time now f o r any p a r t i c u l a r member of the Cahinet t o 

come. 

I am not f a m i l i a r enough w i t h the d e t a i l s o f the work t h a t the 

Federal Trade Commission does to go i n t o any s p e c i f i c a t i o n s i n r e l a t i o n t o 

i t , but I should t h i n k there was a very "broad f i e l d of u s e f u l a c t i v i t y i n 

which they might engage which i s set out i n d e t a i l i n the act e s t a b l i s h i n g 

the Commission. They come upon that c o n d i t i o n that i s chronic i n r e l a t i o n 

to commissions that are e s t a b l i s h e d to do something that the l e g i s l a t i v e 
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body doesn't know how to do. Now that i s no c r i t i c i s m on the l e g i s l a t i v e 

body. There are matters of l e g i s l a t i o n and control that are of such an 

intricate and technical nature that l e g i s l a t i o n doesn't appear to f i t them, 

and there i s a b e l i e f on the part of individuals and the public - I am 

speaking generally now - that there are e v i l s that ought to be remedied and 

the established remedy i s to provide a Commission to do that. It has been 

my understanding and experience i n public l i f e that a commission would be 

established and the legislature would go home thinking that that question 

was never going to bother them again. Well, these e v i l s that are complained 

of are more or less chronic i n the carrying on of business a f f a i r s and the 

relationship between different individuals of the community. While the 

commission may help to solve the problems, i t isn't able usually entirely to 

eliminate them. Then the legislature comes back the next year and somebody 

gets up on the floor and says the commission i s a l l right but i t i s the 

personnel. He wants to abolish that commission and appoint new members, 

then the e v i l s w i l l be entirely eliminated. That i s the way things of this 

kind work. Well now, I don't expect that commissions are going to cure 

entirely a l l the e v i l s of our relations, whether they be industrial or 

social. I think they are helpful. It isn't always possible to get the 

members of the commission, when i t comes to be t r i e d out, to be one that 

functions perfectly. But I have.a good deal of f a i t h and confidence i n 

the state commissions here i n Massachusetts and i n our Federal commissions. 

I think they serve a very useful purpose and are very helpful, and I think 

the Federal Trade Commission can perform a very helpful service. Now i t may 

00615 



be that there are p r a c t i c e s t h a t ought t o he changed. I t may not he doing some 

things i t ought t o do. As I say, I can't d i s c u s s the d e t a i l s of t h e i r work 

because I am not f a m i l i a r w i t h them. But I should be ver y much s u r p r i s e d i f 

there wasn't a ver y l a r g e volume o f work t h a t would appear t o he p r o f i t a h l y 

performed by t h i s Commission. I t i s n ' t very popular i n the "business l i f e of 

the n a t i o n , but I don't regard t h a t as a f a t a l c r i t i c i s m o f i t . I t i s i n the 

nature o f a business policeman. While perhaps i t does t h i n g s i t ought not 

to do, and r e f r a i n s from doing t h i n g s i t ought t o do, I don't t h i n k i t has 

reached t h a t stage where i t can he s a i d i t i s n ' t any good. 

I am r a t h e r busy j u s t now t r y i n g to have my p o r t r a i t p a i n t e d , so 

that I don't know whether I can get over t o the Salem Theater or not. 

I should l i k e to go over t h e r e some time. 

Ambassador P h i l l i p s i s c a l l i n g , as I suppose any of our f o r e i g n 

diplomats c a l l on the P r e s i d e n t when they come to t h i s country. 

Question: I s t h a t today, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

Answer; He i s coming, I t h i n k t h i s morning at 11:30. He has no 

p a r t i c u l a r errand so f a r as I know, and I don't know of any p a r t i c u l a r 

subject t h a t I s h a l l d i s c u s s w i t h him. Of course, q u i t e n a t u r a l l y I w i l l 

ask him about general c o n d i t i o n s i n Europe and h i s o b s e r v a t i o n of a f f a i r s 

over there. 

I understood t h a t Major General P a t r i c k i s going t o he reappointed 

as Chief of the Army A i r S e r v i c e . He i s a man of a b i l i t y , a f a i t h f u l and 

conscientious p u b l i c s e r v a n t , and I t h i n k i s doing a ver y good work i n develop-



i n g the A i r S e r v i c e . From t h i n g s t h a t I know haven't "been,and perhaps ought 

not t o he p u b l i s h e d , I am q u i t e c o n f i d e n t t h a t our A i r S e r v i c e i s c o n s t a n t l y 

growing i n e f f i c i e n c y and t h a t i t i s at the present time a t a v e r y e f f i c i e n t 

s t a t e . 

Question: Do you r e f e r to the Army or Navy, or both, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

Answer: I r e f e r to the A i r S e r v i c e g e n e r a l l y . 

I suppose i t would be a p p r o p r i a t e to have a p i c t u r e taken of the 

p o r t r a i t t h a t Mr. T a r h e l l i s making o f me. I should l i k e t o have i t p r e t t y 

w e l l a l o n g , though, when t h a t i s done, and when t h a t p e r i o d i s reached I 

s h a l l l e t the newspaper p i c t u r e men know. The i n q u i r y i s whether i t can he 

done next F r i d a y , and I don't know whether i t would be ready then or not. 

I don't know j u s t what time I s h a l l come t o the Essex County Repub­

l i c a n Club. I thought I would l i k e t o get up there about an hour "before the 

speaking "began and s t a y a l i t t l e w h i l e and then come away. I should l i k e to 

meet some of my o l d a s s o c i a t e s t h a t I have known so l o n g i n the p u h l i c 

a f f a i r s of Essex County. I don't have any i n t e n t i o n a t present - t h i s i s 

a t t e n d i n g 

the f i r s t I have heard about i t - of/an o u t i n g t h a t i s being.held by the 

Iynn policemen at B e v e r l y . I don't t h i n k I s h a l l go over t h e r e . 

No formal statement has been made to me about my a p p o i n t i n g a member 

to a board to a r b i t r a t e the "building t r a d e s s e r v i c e c o n t r o v e r s y . I should 

think that i s r a t h e r a l o c a l matter. The only i n f o r m a t i o n I have i s t h a t 

which I have seen i n the p r e s s . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the establishment of a home f o r 



Navy d i r i g i b l e s a t San Diego, The f i r s t i n f o r m a t i o n I heard about i t i s t h a t 

which i s contained i n t h i s q u e s t i o n . I don't t h i n k the p l a n has been under 

c o n s i d e r a t i o n . I t hasn't been brought t o my a t t e n t i o n . Of course both the 

Army and Navy are c o n s t a n t l y working on plans f o r more e f f i c i e n t n a t i o n a l 

defense t h a t never come to my a t t e n t i o n . I wouldn't have time t o c o n s i d e r a l l 

those d e t a i l s , and I don't know what p l a n may have been worked out i n t h i s 

r espect. I f a p l a n has been decided upon by the Navy Department, I haven't 

any doubt that there are very v a l i d reasons f o r i t . 

I haven't s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n before me i n r e l a t i o n t o the t e x t i l e 

i n d u s t r y . I t h i n k i f you would look at the address t h a t I made l a s t A p r i l 

before the g a t h i n g of the Cotton Manufacturers at Washington, you would see 

that there are f i g u r e s there t h a t do not i n d i c a t e t h a t there i s any g e n e r a l 

depression i n the t e x t i l e s . Now there are depressions i n d i f f e r e n t l o c a l i t i e s , 

but I was astounded when I got the f i g u r e s from the Department of Commerce, 

of a great increase i n the amount of t e x t i l e s t h a t are turned out i n t h i s 

country. The increase has been p e r f e c t l y tremendous. Of course d u r i n g the 

war the t e x t i l e i n d u s t r y , l i k e many other i n d u s t r i e s , extended i t s e l f v e r y 

g r e a t l y i n order to meet war time demands, and q u i t e n a t u r a l l y when the war 

was done those demands ceased and there i s undoubtedly somewhat of a s u r p l u s 

of t e x t i l e p l a n t s . Now, I am a d v i s e d t h a t the t r o u b l e w i t h the t e x t i l e 

i n d u s t r y i n New England i s t w o - f o l d . The f i r s t i s the c o m p e t i t i o n t h a t comes 

from the making of such a l a r g e amount of coarse goods i n the South and the 

competition that has come from the i m p o r t a t i o n of such a l a r g e amount of f i n e 



goods. The t e x t i l e industry here i n Hew England has f e l t those two sources of 

competition. That i s the only specific information that I have. I haven't 

any specific information about the woolen industry, but I should be very much 

surprised i f a survey of that industry wouldn't also reveal that they are 

making more woolen cloth i n t h i s country than they were before the War. That 

is somewhat a matter of fashion. I r e c a l l now that Lieut. Governor Allen 

was i n to talk with me just before he sailed and he said the woolen industry 

had been f a i r l y good but the worsted industry had not been good, and that 

that was a matter of fashion. l o t h men and women had taken to wearing the 

woolens and hadn't been for the past two years wearing so much worsteds. 

The f a l l styles this year, however, seem to be turning again to the worsteds. 

He though that would bring the worsteds again up to their usual a c t i v i t i e s . 

Of course I knew something about the woolen industry here i n Massachusetts 

before I went to Washington, and i t suffered then from the general depression 

and the general shrinkage i n values. Some of our very large woolen manufactur­

ing concerns here i n Massachusetts - one of them had to go into the hands 

of a receiver because of the great shrinkage i n the value of wool. 

That seems to cover the inquiries of the day. 
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Tuesday, August 4, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

No one has yet "been chosen t o succeed Mrs. Gardener on the C i v i l 

Service Commission. 

I haven't any d e f i n i t e p l a n ahout another' v i s i t to Plymouth. I 

thought some time toward the middle of the month perhaps I could get away. 

I haven't any idea when any other Cabinet o f f i c e r may come here. 

Question: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , you might get away, you mean, to go to 

Plymouth or Washington? 

Answer: No, I meant to Plymouth. 

I don't t h i n k I have any i n f o r m a t i o n about e i t h e r the economic or 

the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n the middle and northwestern s t a t e s t h at i s n ' t known 

of a l l men. I have very l i t t l e i n formation about the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n 

that region. So f a r as I am informed about the economic s i t u a t i o n , i t seems 

to be improving. P r i c e s of a l l farm products, wheat, corn and hogs e s p e c i a l l y , 

are very good now} f l 4 f o r hogs, which i s an increase of "between §2 and $3. 

Question: Since when, Mr. President? 

Since a year ago. The only unfavorahle economic c o n d i t i o n there i s 

ce r t a i n areas where crops haven't "been very good. Now that i s more an im­

pression on my part than i t i s d e f i n i t e i n f o r m a t i o n . 

I don't know of any time that Secretary Hoover and Secretary M e l l o n 

are coming. I hope they w i l l both he up here before I go away. I don»t know 



2. 

that Mr. Hoover has returned to Washington, though I expected he was coming 

back the f i r s t part of August. 

I haven't any f i g u r e s t h a t w i l l give me any i n d i c a t i o n about the 

economic conditions of Prance, Belgium and I t a l y , and whi l e n e g o t i a t i o n s are 

going on w i t h the Debt Funding Commission I should h e s i t a t e very much t o make 

any p u b l i c comment, even i f I had any information, and i t happens t h a t I 

haven't any. So I couldn't be of any d e f i n i t e o p i n i o n as t o the a b i l i t y of 

those three countries to meet t h e i r payments. 

As I have already s a i d , I don't know when I am going to Plymouth, 

Tt. and haven't any p l a n about going to Plymouth, Mass. 

I don't know anything about the a c t i o n taken i n regard to Commissioner 

Haynes, other than what I saw reported i n l a s t n i g h t ' s paper. I t had been my 

understanding that he would continue i n h i s o f f i c e the same as he had been 

doing and that A s s i s t a n t Secretary of the Treasury Andrews would be i n the 

po s i t i o n of an A s s i s t a n t Secretary o f the Treasury i n charge of l o o k i n g a f t e r 

the enforcement of p r o h i b i t i o n . That i s , i n s t e a d of the Secretary of the 

Treasury himself undertaking to look a f t e r the d e t a i l s , which of course he 

could not do, he turned that part over to an A s s i s t a n t Secretary. I don't 

suppose i t had much of anything to do w i t h the work that Major Haynes was 

doing. He worked more d i r e c t l y under the Secretary of the Treasury than he 

was working under the Asst . Secretary o f the Treasury. 

I haven't any one i n mind f o r Ambassador to Japan. I want to make 

an appointment there very soon. Quite n a t u r a l l y I should want t o t a l k w i t h 



the Secretary of State ahout i t . 

I didn't get any new information from Mbassador S h e f f i e l d ahout 

Mexico. Of course you r e c a l l that since I was at Washingtonhe had to go t o the 

hospital to undergo an ope r a t i o n . He seems t o he making a good recovery, you 

know of course i t takes some time to recover from a s e r i o u s operation, and 

on account of h i s i l l n e s s he didn't keep i n the c l o s e s t of touch w i t h the 

Embassy at Mexico, although he was i n communication w i t h them. So that I don't 

know of any new developments i n Mexico. I t h i n k our r e l a t i o n s may he g e n e r a l l y 

stated to he more s a t i s f a c t o r y at the present time than they were a short w h i l e 

ago. 

I didn't have a chance to discuss w i t h Senator Pepper at any l e n g t h 

the p u b l i c questions. He came i n i n the evening and i t happened that we had 

a picture to look at that evening and the next day was Sunday. He went away 

right a f t e r lunch. We went to church i n the morning. I know i n a general way 

that he i s working on the problem of s e c u r i n g the advice and consent of the 

Senate to the adhesion "by t h i s country to the Permanent Court of I n t e r n a t i o n a l 

Justice. That i s a question e s p e c i a l l y f o r the Senate to work out. The 

Executive O f f i c e has submitted i t to the Senate and i t of course i s e n t i r e l y 

i n t h e i r hands. I have l e f t i t p r e t t y much to the Senate. They have provided, 

as you know, f o r t a k i n g the question up on the 17th of December. I under­

stood that Senator Pepper would confer w i t h d i f f e r e n t Senators that were i n ­

terested on both sides of the Chamber to see what might he the best form of a 



r e s o l u t i o n of adhesion. 

I haven't given any thought to any l i s t of what might he c a l l e d 

achievements of the two years t h a t I have heen P r e s i d e n t . I presume the press 

could form a h o t t e r l i s t o f those t h i n k s than I c o u l d . I am so c o n s t a n t l y 

giving my a t t e n t i o n to what i s going to come that I don't have a great op­

portunity to t h i n k of what has gone by. I t h i n k since I have heen i n o f f i c e 

we have f i n i s h e d the n e g o t i a t i o n s on the Lausanne t r e a t y and have come hack 

into f u l l r e l a t i o n s h i p w i t h Mexico. We have done a good deal to make our 

re l a t i o n s "better w i t h the South American r e p u b l i c s . I t h i n k we have s e t t l e d 

some of our dehts w i t h some of the c o u n t r i e s , I can't name them; o f course 

Great B r i t a i n was taken care of "before I "became P r e s i d e n t , but some o f the 

others have heen s e t t l e d since t h a t time. There developed d u r i n g the l a s t 

campaign some d i s c u s s i o n as to whether the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n was e n t i t l e d to any 

credit f o r the Dawes P l a n . You are at l i b e r t y to express whichever view you 

think i s corr e c t ahout t h a t . I t i s s u f f i c i e n t f o r my purposes and the 

purposes of the United States that such a p l a n has heen adopted. I am not 

p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n the f a c t as t o whether we are e n t i t l e d t o c r e d i t 

for i t or not. I t h i n k i t i s a great accomplishment. And of course there 

has been the e f f o r t to keep the expenses of the Government down, and there 

has been a law passed reducing t a x a t i o n . Now there are a l o t of other laws 

that have heen passed that are important, but t h i s question has j u s t come i n . 

I don't know as I could give any p a r t i c u l a r l i s t of them at the present time. 

I haven't any information ahout conditions i n the A l i e n Property 
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Custodian's o f f i c e , e s p e c i a l l y i n r e l a t i o n to the American Metals Co., other 

than what has been published i n the pr e s s . I haven't any id e a whether there 

i s any c o n d i t i o n there that would seem to make i t d e s i r a b l e to i n s t i t u t e an 

i n q u i r y or not. I t i s always a good p l a n t o assume t h a t t h i n g s have been 

done c o r r e c t l y u n t i l the contrary i s proven. I t h i n k that would be the 

at t i t u d e that I have i n mind In r e l a t i o n to that s i t u a t i o n . 

I haven't any plans about making any addresses i n the West before 

Congress meets. 

I haven't any new information about what i s going on i n r e l a t i o n t o 

China. I saw Mr. Castle f o r a short time when he was here Saturday. I under­

stood from him that he thought the Department was making as good progress as 

could be expected i n a r r i v i n g at some p r a c t i c a l l y uniform conclusions on the 

part of the Nine Powers that are i n t e r e s t e d which would be i n s u b s t a n t i a l 

agreement w i t h the p o l i c y already announced by the State Department. ' 

I have already spoken o f the World Court. 

The Conference on A g r i c u l t u r e I suppose w i l l reconvene, the 

President's Conference or whatever i t i s c a l l e d , and f i n i s h t h e i r studies of 

the A g r i c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n , and I should r e l y very l a r g e l y on them f o r sug­

gestions i n r e l a t i o n to l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I t would be p o s s i b l e to pass some laws that would be of b e n e f i t to 

tran s p o r t a t i o n , but the main t h i n g that i t seems to me i s needed i n t r a n s ­

po r t a t i o n i s c o n s o l i d a t i o n s . There i s one of those pending before the I n t e r ­

state Commerce Commission, the Van Sweringens, and I imagine that some of the 

00624 



other t r a n s p o r t a t i o n u n i t s are w a i t i n g to see how that comes out i n order that 

they may get necessary information w i t h which to proceed w i t h c o n s o l i d a t i o n s . 

If we could get c o n s o l i d a t i o n s through, i t would solve the problem to quite an 

extent of r a t e s . We would then have s u f f i c i e n t l y large u n i t s so that i t would 

be p o s s i b l e to make a r a t e that would s u b s t a n t i a l l y take care of each u n i t 

and not give one r a i l r o a d a very large income while another r a i l r o a d under the 

same rate wouldn't get enough income to pay f o r i t s e x i s t e n c e . 

Question: Do you have i n mind that c o n s o l i d a t i o n might he helped 

by a d d i t i o n a l l e g i s l a t i o n ? 

Answer: Well i t i s p o s s i b l e that i t might. I haven't had the d e t a i l s 

of that enough i n mind to give an opinion, but what I meant was that the r a i l ­

roads ought t o go ahead and make them i n order to remove to q u i t e an extent the 

necessity f o r l e g i s l a t i o n . They ought t o proceed v o l u n t a r i l y . I t h i n k Senator 

Cummins i s of the o p i n i o n that the s i t u a t i o n could be m a t e r i a l l y advanced hy 

l e g i s l a t i o n . He i s one of the a u t h o r i t i e s on l e g i s l a t i v e prohlems i n the 

Senate and has been on that Committee f o r a long time, and i s w e l l acquainted 

with what ought to he done. 

Question: Is he coming to see you? 

Answer: I haven't any p l a n f o r him to come up here. He i s i n Iowa. 

I suppose he i s there - was there the l a s t I heard from him. I don't know of 

any p a r t i c u l a r reason f o r t a k i n g up that question w i t h him or Senators i n 

general before I should r e t u r n to Washington. 



I don't t h i n k there i s anything I can say about the p o s s i b i l i t y of 

a coal s t r i k e . I t had been ray expec t a t i o n that there would be some 

agreement reached so that there wouldn't be any s t r i k e . 

I haven't made any plans t o spend the week-end i n Plymouth. I 

rather t h i n k that there i s a misunderstanding i n what was reported i n one 

of the morning papers,because Mr. Adams t o l d me th a t he wanted to go down 

to Plymouth and that he was t h i n k i n g of t a k i n g a t o u r through the White 

Mountains. I t h i n k some p o s s i b l e misunderstanding arose about t h a t . He was 

going down to Plymouth, Mass. and a l s o was t h i n k i n g of t a k i n g a tour through 

the White Mountains. I haven't any thought of going to the White Mountains. 

I don't t h i n k there i s anything I can say about the C i t i z e n s ' 

M i l i t a r y T r a i n i n g Camp that hasn't already been b e t t e r s a i d than I could 

say i t . 

That seems to cover the i n q u i r i e s of the morning. 



F r i d a y , August 7, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I do not know when I can go up to Plymouth to make a v i s i t t o my 

father. I t i s p o s s i b l e I can get up the l a t t e r part of next week. I s h a l l 

come back here a f t e r s t a y i n g there a v e r y few days. 

I suppose t h a t General Lord i s coming up to t a l k w i t h me about budget 

matters. When I am i n Washington he comes i n twice a week to confer w i t h me 

about things i n h i s department. He i s making up the budget now undoubtedly to 

submit to me f o r my c o n s i d e r a t i o n and to recommend t o the next Congress. Very 

l i k e l y he wants to confer with'me about c e r t a i n matters i n r e l a t i o n to i t . 

I sent f o r the Attorney General to come up because I want to t a l k w i t h 

him about some appointments of D i s t r i c t Attorneys and Judges, and two o r three 

pardon cases t h a t I had here that I didn't q u i t e understand about. He was 

going to Vermont - I got a telegram from him the day before yesterday I t h i n k , 

that he was going t o Vermont, so I asked him to stop o f f here. I d i d n ' t have 

any other errand or any other matter t o d i s c u s s w i t h him. 

I am not t a k i n g any a c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o p o l i t i c s e i t h e r i n I l l i n o i s 

or Wisconsin. I don't know anything about the p o l i t i c a l s i t u a t i o n i n I l l i n o i s . 

Of course I know that on account of the death of Senator La F o l l e t t e there i s a 

Senator to be e l e c t e d i n Wisconsin. That i s about the extent of my i n f o r m a t i o n 

about i t . 



2. 

I don't know of any statement that I can make r e l a t i v e to the c o a l 

s i t u a t i o n . 

I expect Secretary Hoover w i l l he up tomorrow. He wrote to me t h a t he 

had an i n v i t a t i o n from people i n San F r a n c i s c o , I t h i n k , who are desirous t h a t 

he should present i t to me to come out t h e r e . I don't t h i n k that there i s v e r y 

much p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t I can go. I don't know o f any other "business that he has. 

I haven't seen him since he went west some time before I came up here. I imagine 

that there are general t h i n g s i n r e l a t i o n to h i s Department t h a t he may want to 

talk over w i t h me. I don't imagine that he i s coming to t a l k w i t h me about the 

coal s i t u a t i o n ; n e i t h e r have I discussed t h i s w i t h the Attorney General. 

Question: When d i d you say General Lord i s coming? 

Answer: Monday. He leaves Sunday night and w i l l be up here Monday 

morning. 

Question: Do you t h i n k you could say anything about the f a c t that the 

negotiations ended so q u i c k l y between the operators and miners and i t i s now a 

month before the e x p i r a t i o n of the scale? 

Answer: I am not enough i n touch w i t h the s i t u a t i o n , so t h a t I c o u l d 

make any comment t h a t would be s u f f i c i e n t l y accurate i n my own mind as to be 

helpful about i t . I t h i n k everything has been s a i d about i t that could be £» 

the press.That i s my p r i n c i p a l source of i n f o r m a t i o n . 

Question: Mr. President, i t appears that as i t i s a month before the 

scale ends that i t would seem that these people would e a r n e s t l y d e s i r e to com­

pose t h e i r d i f f i c u l t i e s instead of f i g h t i n g , and that they are s t i l l w a i t i n g f o r 
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somebody to help them out. 

Answer: I knew they had adjourned. Just what the purpose of the 

adjournment was, I don't know, and i f you want any i n f o r m a t i o n ahout i t why I 

would look at the form of the adjournment. What was the form of i t ? What d i d 

they say about i t ? When were they going to meet again? 

Question: Subject to c a l l , Mr. Presi d e n t . 

Answer: W e l l , I suppose that would mean that i t was the e x p e c t a t i o n 

that they would he c a l l e d together again. I don't t h i n k any one would suppose 

that negotiations had now been "broken o f f and that therefore there wouldn ,t he 

any more n e g o t i a t i o n s , simply d r i f t on u n t i l the end of the present contract and 

then a l l a c t i v i t i e s cease. 

Question: Would i t he p o s s i b l e to announce anything i n connection w i t h 

your di s c u s s i o n w i t h the Attorney General - ahout the appointments? 

Answer: I wanted t o t a l k w i t h the Attorney General about some D i s t r i c t 

Attorney appointments and two or three, I t h i n k i t i s one or two appointments 

to be made to the C i r c u i t Court, and one or two D i s t r i c t Court Judges t o he 

appointed. 

Question: Any of those i n New York? 

Answer: I don't t h i n k so. 

Question: Are the pardon casesof any prominence? 

No. 



HI : uesday, August 11, 1925• 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

Most of the information that I have about the Ford people engaging i n 

commercial aviation has come from the newspapers, though of course I know in a 

general way that the Ford people are now engaging i n commercial aviation. I think 

they have a line that runs from Detroit to Chicago. There is another group with 

which Colonel Henderson, who has la t e l y been an Assistant Postmaster General, would 

le identified. I think that i s headed by Mr. Coffin, and they have many other very 

prominent business men. Then there i s another group represented by - I think i t i s 

John Hays Hammond, Jr. It is John Hays Hammond's son, is i t ? 

Newspaper men: Yes s i r . 

The President: And General Edwards I think is interested i n that. I 

didn't know whether Mr. Satterlee was - was he a former Assistant Secretary of 

the Navy or War? 

Newspaper men: Navy. 

The President: They came here and saw me last week - Friday I think -

and I told them Mr. Hoover would be here the next day, so they came and talked 

with him. I wasn't present at that conference and I don't know just what i t 

amounted to. The terms of the agreement under which we took that airship provided 

that it was not to be used for military purposes, so that i t s use would be for 

experimental and commercial purposes. I should be guided very largely in what 

use could be made of i t by the advice of the Navy Department and the Commerce Dept. 
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2. 

I think the Ford people are making a i r p l a n e s and I understand the other concern 

is to use a i r p l a n e s . The Ford people are having some l i g h t e r than a i r t y p e s . 

This Hammond concern i s making more e s p e c i a l l y the d i r i g i b l e . I should 

be i n favor of making such use of our two ships as we could to develop the l i g h t e r 

than a i r a v i a t i o n . How whether t h a t can hest be done by the Government i t s e l f or 

can best be done by p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e , or by a combination of the two, I don't 

know. I am not f a m i l i a r w i t h the p l a n o f any concern. I want to h e l p every b u s i ­

ness concern i n the country t h a t i s engaged i n l e g i t i m a t e b u s i n e s s , as I have t o l d 

the press conference some time b e f o r e . 

Question; Mr. P r e s i d e n t , do you mean the two s h i p s , perhaps the 

Shenandoah a l s o to he used f o r commercial a v i a t i o n too? 

The P r e s i d e n t : D i d we make t h a t o u r s e l v e s ? 

Press: Yes. 

Pr e s i d e n t : W e l l , I don't know about t h a t . I doubt whether the Navy 

Department would want to use th a t f o r anything hut p u r e l y Naval purposes, though 

i t might be that i t would he a v a i l a b l e , s l i g h t l y , f o r some commercial purpose. 

Press: Ycu are i n t e r e s t e d i n seeing the expansion of commercial 

av i a t i o n , are you? 

Pre s i d e n t : Oh yes, very much. Very much i n t e r e s t e d i n t h a t . 

I haven't made any d e c i s i o n about D i s t r i c t Attorney Gordon, other than 

that which I announced the other day t h a t i t i s my present e x p e c t a t i o n to reappoint 

him. That i s the D i s t r i c t Attorney o f the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. Though there may 

information come which would l e a d me t o change my mind. I always i n t e n d t o keep 



myself p e r f e c t l y f r e e and without any p o s i t i v e commitments about appointments u n t i l 

I sign the warrant or the nomination. 

I don't t h i n k there i s any new development i n the appointments of the 

Circuit Court of V i r g i n i a , North C a r o l i n a and West V i r g i n i a . I t a l k e d w i t h the 

I Attorney General about t h a t . They are Rooking now a f t e r the v a r i o u s suggestions 

; that have come. 

I haven't made any d e c i s i o n about a C i v i l S e r v i c e Commissioner. 

I wouldn't say at the present time t h a t I was i n f a v o r of a bond i s s u e 

[ for the purpose of e r e c t i n g Government b u i l d i n g s i n Washington or elsewhere. My 

desire i s to reduce the amount of outstanding indebtedness, r a t h e r than t o 

| increase i t , though there may be some p l a n evolved t h a t would have as a p a r t of 

it a bond issue that might seem to be f e a s i b l e . But the mere naked issue of 

bonds f o r the purpose of Government b u i l d i n g , I wouldn't be i n f a v o r o f . I f i t 

j| becomes a part of some other p l a n , i t might come i n i n a way that I would t h i n k 

was d e s i r a b l e . I want to cut down the expenses of the Government. Now i t may be 

that by borrowing some money and b u i l d i n g a b u i l d i n g somewhere we can save enough 

I in rent so t h a t i t i s a d e s i r a b l e f i n a n c i a l o p e r a t i o n . 

Press: Are there any Government b u i l d i n g s now t h a t are bonded t h a t way? 

Pr e s i d e n t : I don't t h i n k so, though I don't know whether i t has ever 

been the p o l i c y to borrow any money f o r the purpose of e r e c t i n g b u i l d i n g s . 

I don't t h i n k i t has been. But I am not f a m i l i a r enough w i t h the d e t a i l s o f the 

financial h i s t o r y o f the United S t a t e s t o t e l l whether t h a t has been done. 

Pre s s : They are payigg about #25,000,000 or #30,000,000 i n r e n t s about 
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the country, so i t i s s a i d by some of the men that have heen up here. 

President: I f we rani* rent a b u i l d i n g f o r #100,000 and f i n d that we 

could b u i l d one and issue bonds that wouldn't cost us but $50,000., why we could 

take the $50,000 and use i t to pay o f f the p r i n c i p a l of the bonds and at the end 

of the operation we would have the b u i l d i n g and not increase our present'taxes, 

Now i t i s p o s s i b l e that some pla n of that k i n d might he expedient, 

I hadn't given any thought to the question of whether i n the appointment 

of a C i v i l Service Commissioner I would get some one that had any experience, or 

whether I would take some one from the "business p r o f e s s i o n or l i f e o f the 

country that might seem to f i l l the place i n a general way. That i s more easy 

to do where you are p u t t i n g members on to a Board and there are other memhers of 

the Board who have a l l the t r a d i t i o n s and t r a i n i n g of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of that 

particular department, than i t i s where you are p u t t i n g some one i n t o a p o s i t i o n 

to be the sole a d m i n i s t r a t o r of i t . 

I haven't any idea at a l l ahout what can he done i n r e l a t i o n t o p o s t a l 

rates. I suppose that i s what t h i s Commission i s working on and I am w a i t i n g f o r 

their r e p o r t s . 

I haven't anything d e f i n i t e about going to Washington. I s h a l l h o l d 

myself ready to respond to whatever requirements a r i s e . Of course I should l i k e 

to stay up here as long as I can, on account of the h e t t e r temperature, hut 

as I have heen up here 6 weeks or so I should expect I could go hack any time. 

Representative White of Maine didn't say anything to me as I r e c a l l 

i t about the Alaskan F i s h e r i e s . He merely spoke of general c o n d i t i o n s i n Alaska 



as he found them, which he thought were encouraging. 

The Press: He t o l d us as he was l e a v i n g that whatever he had mentioned 

•to you he p r e f e r r e d he given out by you. 

President: I don't know what he could have r e f e r r e d t o . I t h i n k I 

asked him about the Governor up there and he s a i d he didn't happen to come i n 

contact w i t h him. I asked him about the other o f f i c i a l s which he thought were 

doing a very good work, the Judge, D i s t r i c t Attorney and other o f f i c i a l s i n 

Alaska. 

I haven't done any more about an Ambassador. 

I didn't get any new information other than that which General Lord 

apparently gave to the p r e s s . I t h i n k he gave the f i g u r e s of the t e n t a t i v e 

budget. 

I expect to go up to Plymouth the l a t t e r part of t h i s week and I don't 

suppose I could stay more than three or four days. 

Press: Return here, Mr. President? 

President: Yes. 

Press: Have you decided which day? 

P r e s i d e n t : No. I t wouldn't be any e a r l i e r than Thursday and not l a t e r 

than Saturday. 

Press: Go by motor or t r a i n ? 

President: I am not sure about t h a t . There i s a t r a i n that goes up 

there at 1:00 o'clock I t h i n k , which i s a very good t r a i n . My present d i s p o s i ­

tion would be t o have a car h i t c h e d on that f o r the accommodation of my p a r t y . 



Bat I think the railroads don't really like to have that published. 

Press: What we would like to know is not the nev/s so much - i f we 

could get i t for our own value more than anything else. 

President: We w i l l let you know. We may go up by motor - w i l l see 

how the day i s . If i t is a nice day a motor run up there isn't bad. If i t i s 

a wet day I should prefer to go by train. 

No. I expect the Postmaster General w i l l be up here some time this 

week. He went away on a vacation before I lef t Washington, so I haven't seen 

him for some time. I don't know of any special thing he is going to take up 

with me • 

That seems to cover the requirements of the day. 



i Report of Newspaper Conference, 

Tuesday, August 25, 1925. 

I don't know whether I can get down to Plymouth or not. I wanted to get 

down there, hut i t is doubtful whether I can make i t with a l l the things that are 

coming up here and the engagements that I have to confer with d i f f e r e n t people 

that come to v i s i t me. 

I have t o l d them to go ahead with t h e i r preparations for dedicating the 

Flagstaff over i n Lynn. If i t i s so that I can come over I w i l l go, and i f i t 

develops that I can't get away they w i l l have to go ahead without me. 

I haven't any new information about the hard coal s i t u a t i o n . I have 

noticed, as you probably have, the actiontaken by the New England Governors and 

the statement issued by Colonel John Hays Hammond, who I suppose i s e s p e c i a l l y 

well informed about the situation, which was very reassuring as to the a b i l i t y of 

every one to have s u f f i c i e n t f u e l i n case there was a cessation of mining of hard 

coal. Of course the United States Government w i l l do anything i t can to a s s i s t i n 

providing the public with f u e l i n case there i s any cessation of mining. 

I have got two or three questions here about the Army. I don't think 

I would take too seriously the dispatches from Washington that purport to emanate 

from the General S t a f f . It i s one of the characteristics of the reports that 

purport to emanate from that source that they always represent the Army as just on 

the point of dissolution. We are spending I think about $300,000,000 on the Army. 

Before the War i t i s my r e c o l l e c t i o n that we spent #120,000,000. I don't want to 

he held too closely to those figures, and I suppose as long as we continue to 

spend |300,000,000 that the General Staff would he able to provide the nation with 
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a fair degree of defense. I am quite sure they are competent to do that, so that 

any dispatches that seem to indicate that that result wont he accompli shod would 

appear to me to he so much a re f l e c t i o n on the a b i l i t y of the General Staff that 

I don't place any great credit in them. 

Here i s another reported announcement that I think I should view in about 

the same way, that Chairman O'Connor of the Shipping Board fears that the 

Leviathan is to be withdrawn from the merchant service. Now, Admiral Palmer i s 

conducting the operations of the merchant f l e e t . If he said the Leviathan was 

in danger of withdrawal, why that I sho Id think might be a statement that some 

credence could be placed upon, but I don't understand that he has made any such 

statement and u n t i l he does make i t I do not think there i s any danger of withdraw­

ing the Leviathan. Now of course a l l of this i s the opposition to my policy of 

economy. You have got to expect that opposition to be constant. I don't think 

it is going to be effective. Whenever you come to the question of shipping, you 

have to realize that i t i s a highly competitive industry. Those who are competing 

with the United States ships can put out any statements that w i l l cause a 

cancellation of reservations on U. S. ships and secure reservations on other ships, 

and there may be some motive for having i t done. I don't say that i t i s done. There 

might be some motive for i t . 

Senator Bingham spoke with me more or less about aviation and probably 

you recall that, he was in the Air Service during the war, and I think he gave out 

to the press a statement in relation to i t . I haven't looked at i t i n d e t a i l , 

but undoubtedly i t was substantially the same as that which he conferred about with 
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I haven't had any o f f i c i a l communication with Colonel Harvey. He is up i n 

this region and came down to v i s i t with me over Sunday. 

I haven't made any definite plans to return to Washington. I imagine 

I will get hack some time around Labor Day. 

I think that the por t r a i t that Mr. Tarbell has painted of me w i l l be 

finished t h i s week. 

I haven't any comment to make about reported a r t i c l e s i n the European 

press. 

I expect to return to Washington by t r a i n . Perhaps I should have said 

that. 

I don't know when I can get a new Ambassador to Japan. I would l i k e to 

f i l l that post as soon as I can, and no decisions have been made about the ap­

pointment on the C i v i l Service Commission. There i s a rumor that came to me that 

one member, I don't know which of the present C i v i l Service Commission, was 

likely to r e t i r e , and I was waiting to see i f that could be v e r i f i e d . I do not know 

of any basis for the rumor and i t prohably hasn't any. 

How here i s a question about the Bolgian debt settlement. Of course our 

law provides for a settlement on the standard- that was adopted i n r e l a t i o n to the 

debt of Great B r i t a i n . We have made four or five other settlements on that "basis 

and i f any one wants to have any different "basis than that i t w i l l be necess ary 

for them to show the Debt Commission, as I understand i t , s p e c i f i c reasons why i n 

their particular case any exception to the B r i t i s h standard should be made. I 

suppose every one recognizes that Belgium i s i n a somewhat different s i t u a t i o n 
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!in relation to the war than other countries. It was a neutral that was caught 

between the great c o n f l i c t between the Central Powers and A l l i e d Powers, and i n a 

way that appealed p a r t i c u l a r l y to the sympathy and consideration of the American 

Government and I think to the American people. It was therefore on that account 

that there was a desire to treat Belgium as generously as we could under the 

circumstances. Now of course while we speak of the standards adopted i n the 

British settlement the "basis of that standard was the a b i l i t y to pay. We adopted 

that standard i n r e l a t i o n to the B r i t i s h on account of t h e i r a b i l i t y to pay and 

that is the fundamental standard i n r e l a t i o n to each and every one of the debtors 

I that owe money to the United States. That i s n f t varied by the Ve r s a i l l e s Treaty 

or any other agreement that has been attempted to be made, and the Belgian s e t t l e -

pent hasn't anything to do with the debt of any other country to the United States. 

[The basis and standard, as I understand i t , i s established by law i n r e l a t i o n to 

the British standard. Now t h i s Government i s waiting to see what any other country 

may propose and any reasons that i t may have w i l l be listened to as to why any di f f e r e n t 

de£iaii« settlement should be made with them than the B r i t i s h standard. That i s en­

tirely outside of the Ve r s a i l l e s Treaty or any other agreement or obligation which 

may have been thought to have been i n e f f e c t . 
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F r i d a y , August >|J 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I didn't have a chance t o have so long a v i s i t w i t h Mr. Madden as 

I should have heen pleased t o have. He made some arrangement i n Washington 

that w i l l n e c e s s i t a t e h i s going to Washington on the night t r a i n . I b e l i e v e 

he wasn't able to get a r e s e r v a t i o n on the F e d e r a l , so he has to take a 5:00 

o'clock t r a i n over to New York and then go on t o Washington, and th e r e f o r e 

I didn't have a chance to t a l k things over much w i t h him. We d i d t a l k 

s l i g h t l y - a l t o g e t h e r the d i s c u s s i o n was ahout the n a t i o n a l f i n a n c e s , as to 

the coming a p p r o p r i a t i o n s and the exp e c t a t i o n o f t a x r e d u c t i o n , but o n l y i n 

the most general way. We had such a short time that we didn't a r r i v e at any 

decision about anything. I d i d get some information from him. They are going 

to s t a r t , prohahly i n September, t o prepare the a p p r o p r i a t i o n h i l l s , l a y a 

foundation f o r them, and he ready to present them very e a r l y i n the s e s s i o n . 

I think that i s ahout a l l we t a l k e d ahout. He mentioned the f a c t t h a t h i s 

son-in-law, Colonel Henderson, i s l e a v i n g the s e r v i c e today to engage i n the 

airplane business, both i n the manufacture and i n the use of a i r p l a n e s f o r 

the transmission of m a t e r i a l s ; I mean by that c a r r y i n g express matter and 

possibly l a t e r c a r r y i n g m a i l . 

I haven't any t r i p s i n the near future that I know o f . I expect 

to go hack to Plymouth and stay two or three days w i t h my f a t h e r some time 

during August. I don't know j u s t when. 

I don't know of any p o l l of the Senate that has heen made that 



2. 

throws any l i g h t on how the Senate stands i n r e l a t i o n to the World Court, other 

than what I have seen i n the newspapers. 

My hoy i s going to the C i t i z e n ' s M i l i t a r y TrainingCamp the day a f t e r 

tomorrow. I t i s a p r e t t y hard t h i n g , you know, to he the son of a P r e s i d e n t . 

It doesn't give a hoy very much chance to have the same k i n d of a l i f e t h a t an 

ordinary hoy ought t o have. So t h a t I r a t h e r hope that the press w i l l under­

stand that he goes up there j u s t as any other hoy might go. 

Question: Is that Camp Devens, Mr. President? 

Yes. Undoubtedly a great many boys would l i k e to go up there that 

don't have an opportunity t o do so. I hope the press w i l l not give him any 

more a t t e n t i o n than they w i l l give other boys. I t h i n k i t w i l l probably be 

a favor t o him i f he can be l e f t alone up there and be made to do the work that 

comes to the boys i n the camp without any more comment that comes t o other 

boys. 

Question: W i l l you go up there, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

Answer: Yes, a f t e r they get s t a r t e d . I mentioned that to Mrs. 

Coolidge. I don't r e a l l y l i k e to speak about t h a t , but I know there Is an 

i n c l i n a t i o n always t o w r i t e s t o r i e s about the sen of a P r e s i d e n t . My boy 

John i s j u s t as e a s i l y s p o i l e d as a good many other boys and a good d e a l 

easier than some, so 1 am e x e r c i s i n g t h a t d i s c r e t i o n that a l l parents do i n 

tryin g to protect t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

I don't t h i n k that the State Department has a r r i v e d at an under-



standing yet w i t h a l l the powers i n t e r e s t e d i n China, though they may have, 

Ky l a s t information was that they hadn't a l l agreed on j u s t what ought to 

"be done i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t i c u l a r s . I t h i n k there was a very s u b s t a n t i a l 

agreement i n p r i n c i p l e , "but i n d e t a i l s they hadn't a l l agreed. 

Question: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , does that include the minor Powers? 

Answer: Yes. But they were so close to i t that p o s s i b l y t h i s 

Washington report that suggests they have a r r i v e d at an understanding i s 

correct. I shouldn't be s u r p r i s e d i f i t was, but I have no i n f o r m a t i o n that 

i t i s . My l a s t information I t h i n k a r r i v e d yesterday and i n d i c a t e d that they 

were.making such progress that i t seemed almost c e r t a i n that they would 

arrive at a s u b s t a n t i a l agreement. 

Question: Does t h a t include an agreement on the r e s o l u t i o n on 

e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l i t y ? 

Answer: W e l l , the whole s i t u a t i o n i s what I meant to cover. The 

e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l i t y and the finances and a l l . Now, as I say, I haven't any 

information and t h i s Washington report may be c o r r e c t . I wouldn't be sur­

prised i f i t was c o r r e c t . 

I haven't made any formal d e c i s i o n about the reappointment of Major 

Peyton Gordon to be U. S. D i s t r i c t Attorney f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

He i s i n and w i l l continue to stay i n u n t i l some one i s appointed to take 

his place, and i t i s my e x p e c t a t i o n that he w i l l be reappointed. Now I am not 

certain about t h a t , because I always reserve the r i g h t to take such other 

action as may be necessary i n the circumstances, but I expect that the Dept. 



of J u s t i c e w i l l recommend h i s reappointment and t h a t I s h a l l reappoint him. 

I haven't done anything e s p e c i a l l y ahout a p p o i n t i n g a successor to 

Embassador B a n c r o f t . I haven't thought of d i s c u s s i n g t h a t w i t h Senator 

Pepper, though i t would be q u i t e n a t u r a l t h a t any one l i k e Senator Pepper who 

came here I would i n q u i r e of i f he had any one i n mind t h a t would seem t o 

f i l l the requirements. I haven't any p a r t i c u l a r s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . I don't 

know - the o n l y d e s i r e I have i s to get an outstanding man that w i l l commend 

himself to the people of t h i s country and a l s o commend h i m s e l f t o the people 

of Japan. We have c o n s t a n t l y r a t h e r d e l i c a t e questions i n the E a s t , e s ­

p e c i a l l y at the present time, so t h a t I am n a t u r a l l y s o l i c i t o u s to get a 

f i r s t - c l a s s man to send over t h e r e . I haven't gi v e n any p a r t i c u l a r thought 

to whether i t ought to be a man from the s e r v i c e or a man from o u t s i d e the 

service. A good man t h a t I c o u l d f i n d from the s e r v i c e or outside the s e r v i c e 

w i l l not make any p a r t i c u l a r d i f f e r e n c e . Of course Mr. Bancroft was from 

outside the s e r v i c e , though a v e r y experienced man i n l e g a l and p u b l i c a f f a i r s . 

I don't t h i n k there can be any b a s i s f o r the Washington d i s p a t c h -

where i s that d i s p a t c h t h a t the Bureau of Mines has a p l a n f o r the Government 

to seize the mines i n case o f a c o a l s t r i k e ? 

Newspaper man: It was p r i n t e d i n Boston l a s t n i g h t . 

The P r e s i d e n t : Yes. Well they may have plans there t h a t contemplate 

something of t h a t k i n d , the same as the Army and Navy have pl a n s f o r r e p e l l i n g 

a l l kinds of a t t a c k s and making a l l kinds of a t t a c k s , but I haven't heard 

anything ahout i t , very l i k e l y shouldn't hear anything about i t . They had a 



b i l l that was d r a f t e d and a report that was made, which was p u b l i c . Whether 

there was anything i n that r e f e r r i n g t o the seizure of mines, I don't know. 

There i s no a u t h o r i t y on the part of the Government t o s e i z e c o a l mines, so 

far as I know, except that extreme a u t h o r i t y of t r y i n g to p r o t e c t the Govern­

ment. I haven't heen advised of any such p l a n and I don't expect that Mr. 

Hoover i s coming back t o discuss any such p l a n . 

I haven't any information at a l l ahout t e s t s w i t h a n t i - a i r c r a f t guns. 

The only information I had about t h a t was that the t e s t s that were made very 

early i n the s p r i n g or very l a t e i n the w i n t e r , I don't know which, were not 

s a t i s f a c t o r y , and that they didn't r e v e a l the f u l l defensive force of a i r ­

craft guns and were not w e l l c a r r i e d out. I haven't had any information 

about that since then. I suppose those t e s t s c o n s t a n t l y go on l i k e the t e s t s 

of heavy a r t i l l e r y on armor p l a t e . The a i r c r a f t people are t r y i n g to devise 

means to escape the hazard o f the a i r c r a f t guns, and the guns are experiment­

ing to become more e f f i c i e n t i n making a defense against a i r c s a f t . 

I don't know when I s h a l l go back to Washington. I haven't i n 

contemplation any t r i p t o the I n s t i t u t e of P o l i t i c s at Williamstown. 

I have already spoken ahout going to Plymouth. That seems to cover 

the questions of the day. 

Question: Mr. Madden s a i d he was i n favor of reducing the comhined 

surtaxes to 20$. Mr. Winston published a l e t t e r yesterday proposing the same 

thing? 

President: W e l l , I don't know what the f i g u r e s w i l l show. I can't 
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instance on the Treasury t o give estimates of what c e r t a i n schedules w i l l pro­

duce i n the way of revenue, to see i f they w i l l produce enough revenue, and 

then i n the second instance the C o n s t i t u t i o n provides that the House of 

Representatives s h a l l o r i g i n a t e revenue h i l l s , r a t h e r than the P r e s i d e n t , 

While i t would he p e r f e c t l y proper f o r the President under that p r o v i s i o n t h a t 

requires him to keep the Congress informed as to the s t a t e of the Union t o 

make suggestions on a matter of that k i n d , I wouldn't want to make any sug­

gestion without f i r s t c o n f e r r i n g w i t h the men i n the House that are on the 

Comittee and have charge of the tax h i l l s t o see what t h e i r s t u d i e s have 

indicated. They are going to work on the question of a tax h i l l e a r l y i n 

September, I t h i n k Chairman Greene t o l d me, and the only suggestion I can 

make i s that which I have already s a i d , that the estimates of the Treasury 

w i l l show what the r e s u l t of the schedules are and then f i n d out from those 

who have looked i n t o the question i n the House what they t h i n k i s a v a i l a h l e 

and wise, and then get the r e s u l t of the concensus of o p i n i o n to see how much 

we can reduce taxes. 

» Question: Mr. Madden a l s o t o l d us that he favored the blanket 

p r o v i s i o n f o r r o t a t i n g the s u r p l u s . 

Answer: W e l l , t h a t i s an idea that he has had i n mind f o r some 

time. I don't.know whether that could he worked out or not. Of course that 

could apply only t o income tax e s . Now i t might he when you came to study the 

whole question that you t h i n k i f you c o u l d reduce taxes s a f e l y #1,000,000 



that that ought to ha taken o f f admission taxes i n s t e a d of the income. I f that 

is the case, why i f we had §50,000,000 to spare we would want to pass a new 

b i l l and take i t o f f somewhere e l s e . There i s a good deal i n h i s suggestion of 

giving a u t h o r i t y at the end of the year to take such an amount of surplus that 

you have i n the Treasury and apply i t i n the nature of a rebate i n the next 

year's taxes. 



Tuesday, September /, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I was reminded j u s t as the members of the press came i n t h a t I have on 

my desk here an address t h a t i s t o he made by Dr. David F r i d a y before the 

American A s s o c i a t i o n of J o i n t Stock Land Banks at Colorado Springs tomorrow n i g h t . 

I have looked the address over and as i t has heen giv e n to the press to he r e ­

leased Thursday, September 3rd, o f course I can't say anything ahout the d e t a i l s 

Of i t , hut i t seemed to me to be a very important c o n t r i b u t i o n to the d i s c u s s i o n 

of the present a g r i c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n . 

Press: Who i s t h i s Mr. F r i d a y , Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

P r e s i d e n t : I t h i n k he i s connected w i t h the Department i n Washington, 

though I am not c e r t a i n about t h a t . 

Yes, I have heard that there wasn't any foundation i n the suggestion 

that e i t h e r of the present members of the C i v i l S e r v i c e Commission were l i k e l y t o 

ret i r e . One rumor came to me t h a t one of them was to r e t i r e and again t h a t the. 

other was to r e t i r e . No foundation t o e i t h e r one of them. 

I am not very f a m i l i a r w i t h a l l the d e t a i l s of the Government employeaent, 

not s u f f i c i e n t l y t o give any p a r t i c u l a r comment ahout the prop o s a l o f the F e d e r a l 

Imployees A s s o c i a t i o n to have $1500 as the minimum Government wage. I t i s my 

rec o l l e c t i o n though that when I was p r e s i d i n g over the Senate and the a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

b i l l s went through t h a t there were ver y many pl a c e s t h a t were f i l l e d at much l e s s 

sums than t h a t . I t seemed as though down to $800 and there may be some f o r i t , hut 

I do not know of any reason a t present t h a t would j u s t i f y i n c r e a s i n g a s a l a r y from 

$800 to $1500. I t h i n k Government s a l a r i e s have heen f a i r l y w e l l i n c r e a s e d . I 



2. 

made some comment about t h a t i n one of my addresses, e i t h e r t o the Congress or e l s e 

to the Government's business a s s o c i a t i o n . I can't g i v e the f i g u r e s now, but I know 

my studies at the time i n d i c a t e d t h a t there had been a v e r y generous increase i n 

Government s a l a r i e s . 

I do not suppose t h a t I s h a l l appoint Major Gordon before I r e t u r n to 

Washington. Of course I haven't any i d e a whether I s h a l l r e t u r n here next summer. 

I haven't any plans f o r next summer. Congress may keep us i n Washington. 

Press: That's campaign time, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, but Congress i s ver y u n c e r t a i n . I t might decide t h a t i t 

can campaign best i n Washington. I haven't any thought about what I s h a l l do next 

summer. I have enjoyed the stay here v e r y much. I t has been v e r y c o o l and com­

fortable. The atmosphere and c l i m a t e have been a very agreeable change. Of course 

Washington i s a wonderful c i t y t o l i v e i n , take i t a l l the year round, but I t h i n k 

it i s a good i d e a to get out of i t a short time each year. I found coming up here 

and going up to Vermont very agreeable and I t h i n k b e n e f i c i a l . 

I haven't any new p l a n about the Shipping Board. I had an understanding 

with them that i f they would go ahead and t r y out the p l a n t h a t I proposed t o them, 

that I wasn't going to press f o r l e g i s l a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o any changes i n the 

status of the Board. They have always seemed to have more or l e s s i n t e r n a l c o n t r o ­

versy i n the Board. I should l i k e t o see t h a t c o r r e c t e d i f i t c o u l d be. And the 

Board, i f i t could, be made harmonious. Of course my main d e s i r e about I t has been 

stated several times i n addresses and messages to the Congress - to m a i n t a i n a 

merchant f l e e t i n the f i r s t instance f o r n a t i o n a l defense and the second i n s t a n c e , 
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for the h e n e f i t of our commerce, and I have always thought i t ought t o he under 

private ownership. Therefore, I have supported the p o l i c y of s e l l i n g our merchant 

ships to p r i v a t e owners i n order t h a t they might c a r r y on the b u s i n e s s of s h i p p i n g 

for the .American people. Of course my o t h e r d e s i r e f o r e f f i c i e n c y i n Government 

and economy has heen one of the t h i n g s I have had i n mind i n d e a l i n g w i t h the Board. 

Some members of the Board haven't seemed to be v e r y much i n harmony w i t h my d e s i r e s 

in that d i r e c t i o n . 

P r e s s : D i d you say some, or one? 

P r e s i d e n t : Some; though I t h i n k on the whole the Board has cooperated 

very w e l l . The management of our s h i p p i n g problem i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t , r a t h e r a 

losing problem, and when any one i s engaged i n t r y i n g t o manage t h a t t h e y are always 

subject to c r i t i c i s m and the people which are a s s o c i a t e d t o g e t h e r i n a l o s i n g 

enterprise almost u n i f o r m l y h e g i n t o q u a r r e l w i t h each o t h e r . Each one says t h a t 

other one i s t o blame f o r a l a c k o f success. But I t h i n k t h a t s i t u a t i o n w i l l 

sttle i t s e l f . 

There i s n ' t any p o l i c y t h a t I can announce about the c o a l s t r i k e , o t h e r 

than that I s h a l l do what I can t o have the Government a s s i s t i n p r o v i d i n g f u e l 

for the people, and there i s p l e n t y o f f u e l I am t o l d t o meet a l l requirements 

if people w i l l o n l y pursue t h e i r o r d i n a r y course i n purchases and not undertake 

to purchase l a r g e amounts of f u e l hecause there i s a p o s s i b i l i t y o f a shortage. 

Such purchases would s i m p l y c o n t r i b u t e t o the present shortage, or b r i n g ahout a 

shortage a l l the sooner. I t h i n k the d e a l e r s i n c o a l have t h a t i n mind and w i l l 

advise t h e i r customers t h a t they w i l l do the best they can to p r o v i d e them w i t h 
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I fuel and d e l i v e r i t to them from time to time as may he needed. I t h i n k my l a s t 

message to the Congress s t a t e d my f e e l i n g about the a c t i o n t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

Government might take r e l a t i v e to the mining and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of c o a l . I t i s 

my r e c o l l e c t i o n t hat I recommended s u b s t a n t i a l l y the f i n d i n g s of the U n i t e d States 

Coal Commission, perhaps w i t h one or two e x c e p t i o n s . I n o t i c e d an e d i t o r i a l 

article i n the P u b l i c Ledger that set out what I d i d v e r y c a r e f u l l y , p u b l i s h e d 

some weeks ago. I thought the P r e s i d e n t ought to have a u t h o r i t y i n case of a 

threat or c e s s a t i o n of mining to appoint a Commission that would have some power 

to investigate the f a c t s , i n order that they might be p r o p e r l y presented to the 

public. I t h i n k that was the main l i n e on which I thought we ought to proceed. 

Press.: Do you t h i n k ycu w i l l recommend t h i s to the Congress? 

P r e s i d e n t : I am s t i l l i n f avor of something o f t h a t nature. 

I am not i n t e n d i n g to make any addresses, e i t h e r going to or coming from 

(kaha, and I s h a l l make on l y one address, and t h a t w i l l be to the American Legion 

at their Omaha Convention. I am not q u i t e c e r t a i n what day I s h a l l be t h e r e . 

I imagine on the 6th of October. I haven't i n contemplation any t r i p t o the 

Pacific Coast next summer. I have been i n v i t e d to go out t h e r e , but I don't kmx 

see any prospect of my being able to accept an i n v i t a t i o n . 

I don't know when I s h a l l go back to Washington. I s h a l l be p r a c t i c a l l y 

on c a l l to go any time a f t e r the f i r s t o f next week. 

I t h i n k my ideas about the p u b l i c a t i o n o f income t a x i n f o r m a t i o n was 

stated i n my l a s t message to the Congress. I recommended the r e p e a l of the 

publicity clause, mainly on the theory I b e l i e v e that i t i n t e r f e r e d w i t h our c o l -
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lection of revenue. I t i s l i k e l y t o make the c o l l e c t i o n of revenue l e s s , and 

perhaps more d i f f i c u l t . 

I haven't any p l a n f o r any other t r i p away from Washington, except x t the 

one to Omaha i n October. I don't know th a t I may not take a t r i p anywhere e l s e 

because I haven*t any other i n v i t a t i o n . 

S e cretary Weeks hasn't r e s i g n e d and I don't t h i n k he intends to r e s i g n . 

He told me when he came down to see me that he was the best that he has been since 

last A p r i l , and I expect that he w i l l be back i n Washington and t a k i n g up the d u t i e s 

of the Secretary of War. 

I haven't done anything f u r t h e r .about the appointment of an Ambassador t o 

Japan. 

I do not t h i n k any new o f f e r has been made to the Government f o r the lease 

of the Los Angeles f o r commercial purposes, but there may have been without coming 

to my a t t e n t i o n . 

I don't know whether Senator Bingham's suggestions of d i r i g i b l e s are simply 

in r e l a t i o n to t h e i r value f o r t r a n s - o c e a n i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I t h i n k he made a 

suggestion of that k i n d t o me, but I am not enough of an expert t o know. I t h i n k 

Ms suggestion was that they d i d n t t go ver y f a s t and t h e r e f o r e you wouldn't save 

much time on them, not going near as f a s t as the h e a v i e r - t h a n - a i r machines, and 

their chief use would be f o r going over water where t h e i r speed would be much 

greater than the steamship, r a t h e r than over l a n d where t h e i r speed was o n l y about 

that maintained by r a i l r o a d t r a i n s , t a k i n g i t on the whole, a l l o w i n g f o r wind, a i r 

and so on, though I t h i n k they do a t t a i n a speed of some 70 m i l e s or more i n 



favorable circumstances. I haven't any p l a n about making a Labor Day address, 

and I have stat e d what I had to say about the c o a l s i t u a t i o n and about the Shipping 

Board. 

Press: Mr. President, may I ask what i s the next step - Haney says he 

refuses to r e s i g n . 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , I haven't anything to say about t h a t . I t may be that 

when he th i n k s i t over he w i l l see the impropriety of t r y i n g /to remain on the Board 

and be w i l l i n g to t r y and c a r r y out the p o l i c i e s that I understand are r e q u i r e d by 

the law. 



Friday, September 4, 1925, 

Report of the Newspaper Men. 

Before I forget i t , I have j u s t had a short conference with some people 

that are interested i n the Department of Education, I am committed to that pro­

vision f o r a Department that i s provided f o r i n the general reorganization b i l l . 

I don't know that i t w i l l be impossible to s a t i s f y me with anything e l s e , but i f 

there i s to be anything I want the reorganization b i l l to go through and have a 

Department of Education and r e l i e f e stablished i n accordance with the pro v i s i o n s 

of that b i l l . (That i s my general f e e l i n g about that question. 

Press: Who was the conference with? 

President: With Mr. Smith, Commissioner of Education here i n Mass., 

Mr. Filene and Mrs. Bagley. 

Press: What F i l e n e was that? 

President: E. A. or A. L i n c o l n , Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: A. L i n c o l n F i l e n e . 

Press: Do t h e i r views coincide with yours? 

President: I t r i e d to say that they didn't. In so f a r as I could 

understand, they have got a p r o p o s i t i o n f o r a Department of Education simply, 

though they t o l d me that t h e i r b i l l , proposed b i l l , was drawn with the idea that 

i f i t seemed best to include those other things i n i t they wouldn't expect to 

oppose t h e i r i n c l u s i o n . As I have s a i d a moment ago, I don't know that I couldnt 

be convinced that something else would do, but so f a r as I have given any a t t e n t i o n 

to the question i t has brought me to the conclusion that i f we wanted to do any-



thing about a Department of Education i t ought to he a Department of Education and 

Relief, where the head of i t would correspond somewhat to the head of a university 

who has under him perhaps the regular college course, and he may have a school of 

engineering, he may have a school of medicine, a school of theology, a school of 

law, school of pharmacy, and so on; but he i s s t i l l the head of an educational 

institution, and just because he might have a school of pharmacy i t doesn't make 

him an apothecary. The educational people seem to think i f they had a Secretary 

of Education and Relief i t would probably make a p i l l doctor of the Secretary. 

I don't share that thought about i t . I think the head of such a department would 

partake of the nature of the head of a university that may have education i n a 

good many lines, some of them quite analagous to the r e l i e f that would come under 

the provisions of the b i l l that i s proposed. Now, I' agree with these people, 

I think, as far as they go, but i f there i s anything to he done in that direction 

I think action should he so taken as to take i n the different departments that 

we have that are now operated as bureaus. Take the Veterans Bureau, I think i t 

spends more money than i s spent by the Army, more than i s spent by the Navy, and 

while we have a man there that i s certainly of Cabinet size yet i t i s done 

through the agency of a bureau instead of being done through the agency of a 

cabinet o f f i c e r . 

Presss This Department would include the Public Health Service, 

wouldn't i t ? 

President} Yes. 

I don't know what the House w i l l plan to do about the tax b i l l . That 



Committee, Chairman Green t o l d me, was going to meet very e a r l y i n the f a l l and 

find out what c o n d i t i o n s are and j u s t what k i n d of a b i l l they c o u l d pass. I had 

expected that i t would he made a p p l i c a b l e to incomes earned d u r i n g t h i s year -

that i s the i n q u i r y here - but of course that i s f o r the House to decide. They 

originate revenue b i l l s . I am very g l a d to confer w i t h them and g i v e them any 

information I have and the b e n e f i t of any judgment that I may have. I am w a i t i n g 

to see what they t h i n k c o n d i t i o n s r e q u i r e . 

I imagine that I s h a l l go back to Washington next week, though I haven't 

set any time f o r i t . I t i s n ' t s e t . 

I don't t h i n k I can say anything new about the Shenandoah d i s a s t e r . 

It i s an a p p a l l i n g catastrophe on account of i t s l o s s of l i f e . The p r o p e r t y l o s s 

was a good d e a l , but not n e a r l y so troublesome as the l o s s of l i f e . 

I have got q u i t e a number of questions as to the reason why the 

Shenandoah was t a k i n g the t r i p . About that I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n . Of course 

i t i s customary i f there i s a c e l e b r a t i o n anywhere f o r those who are h a v i n g i t to 

come to Washington and ask i f the Los Angeles or Shenandoah can't he sent. I 

noticed one of these ships i n the a i r when we were having the c e l e b r a t i o n at 

Cambridge on the t h i r d of J u l y , and there have been a great many appeals from 

different o r g a n i z a t i o n s a l l over the country. Now what has been the p r a c t i c e of 

the Secretary of A g r i c u l t u r e about sending out the Shenandoah, I don't know. 

Whether he orders i t out or whether he leaves i t to the d i s c r e t i o n o f the o f f i c e r 

in command of i t , I don't know. I n o t i c e d some suggestion here that the S e c r e t a r y 

said he l e f t i t to the d i s c r e t i o n of the o f f i c e r i n command, and i f S e c r e t a r y 



Wilbur s a i d that I don't t h i n k there i s any occasion f o r q u e s t i o n i n g i t . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about any plans t h a t may have been conceived o r entered 

into f o r l i g h t e n i n g the s h i p . I have no i n f o r m a t i o n about that a t a l l . Never 

heard of i t . 

I haven't made any change i n my plans f o r a Disarmament Conference. 

I am simply w a i t i n g f o r what may seem to be an ap p r o p r i a t e time, as I have e x p l a i n e d 

several times to the conference. Now, no Ambassador has y e t been s e l e c t e d f o r Japan 

and probably wont be before I r e t u r n to Washington. 

To r e t u r n to the Shenandoah - I suppose t h a t would mean t h a t I am speak­

ing now of my general judgment and without havin g the b e n e f i t of any t e c h n i c a l 

advice which might cause me to change my o p i n i o n - I suppose i t would mean that we 

should b u i l d another a i r s h i p . I don't see t h a t the l o s s of the a i r s h i p d i f f e r s i n 

principle i n any way from the l o s s of a war v e s s e l . When one i s l o s t , the o r d i n a r y 

thing i s to go about and b u i l d another. My own o b s e r v a t i o n has been t h a t those who 

have been i n command have not on l y been w i l l i n g but anxious to take i t out at any 

time that they thought was a p p r o p r i a t e . I understood they were q u i t e d i s a p p o i n t e d 

because a year and a h a l f ago I thought i t would be too dangerous to take the s h i p 

out to undertake to f l y over the North P o l e . We only had one a i r s h i p a t that time. 

I understood that the o f f i c e r s were e s p e c i a l l y anxious t o make that attempt and 

they were confident that the c l i m a t i c c o n d i t i o n s up there and the a i r c o n d i t i o n s 

were such that i t wouldn't be so dangerous as i t would be f l y i n g over the Un i t e d 

States. 



I haven't read what P r e s i d e n t Lewis has s a i d about the c o a l s t r i k e , and a l l I know 

about Mr a Hammond's suggestion i s what i s contained i n the r e p o r t t h a t was made to 

Congress as a r e s u l t of the i n v e s t i g a t i o n by the Coal Commission. I t h i n k Mr. 

Hammond was the Chairman, and I t h i n k the main p a r t of that I recommended to 

Congress f o r t h e i r c o n s i d e r a t i o n , assuming that i t was w e l l considered and was the 

best t h i n g that any one knew that c o u l d be done a t that time. 

I havenH any i n f o r m a t i o n about p o l i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n s i n the northwest, 

other than that which i s common knowledge. I don't know about Mr. B u t l e r ' s -

Senator B u t l e r ' s - western t r i p . I d i d n ' t know th a t that had been announced. 

I knew he was t a l k i n g o f g o i n g to Chicago where he thought some of those t h a t are 

interested i n the w e l f a r e of the Republican P a r t y might l i k e to come i n and co n f e r 

with him. That i s the only t r i p I have heard any d i s c u s s i o n about. I haven't any 

information a t a l l about the Wisconsin S e n a t o r i a l s i t u a t i o n . There i s n ' t any 

foundation i n any r e p o r t , i f there i s any such r e p o r t , and I doubt i f there i s 

any, but i t says here that Senator B u t l e r w i l l become a member of my Cabinet. 

I t h i n k General Andrews i s making very good progress i n h i s e f f o r t t o 

organize a f o r c e f o r the enforcement of the law. 

I hadn't expected that compulsory c o n s o l i d a t i o n of r a i l r o a d s would be 

necessary. A l l that I have ever been able to a r r i v e a t i n the way of c o n c l u s i o n 

has already been s t a t e d i n my messages, which was that we might pass some l e g i s ­

l a t i o n that would be h e l p f u l i n s e c u r i n g v o l u n t a r y c o n s o l i d a t i o n s , w i t h a p r o ­

v i s i o n perhaps t h a t i f v o l u n t a r y c o n s o l i d a t i o n s were not brought about i t then 

might be necessary f o r the Government to t u r n i t s a t t e n t i o n to t a k i n g some steps 



to enforce c o n s o l i d a t i o n s . How I don't Snow what steps could be taken i n t h a t 

d i r e c t i o n and I doubt very much i f the Government should say that R a i l r o a d A 

must purchase and c o n s o l i d a t e w i t h R a i l r o a d B, but they might pass some k i n d o f 

l e g i s l a t i o n that would make i t to the advantage o f R a i l r o a d A t o c o n s o l i d a t e w i t h 

Railroad B. I have never been i n to the d e t a i l s of that enough. I haven't worked 

out or seen any p l a n worked out f o r a n y t h i n g i n the nature of compulsory 

consolidations, but I t h i n k i t i s very m a t e r i a l l y f o r the w e l f a r e of our t r a n s ­

portation systems that there should be c o n s o l i d a t i o n s , and I t h i n k the Government 

ought to encourage them i n every way t h a t i t can. I t would s i m p l i f y very much the 

matter o f f r e i g h t r a t e s and g i v e an op p o r t u n i t y to reorganize r a t e s . I f a r a i l r o a d 

is c a r r y i n g nothing but sheet i r o n , why i t has a s o r t o f a r i g h t to have the 

freight r a t e on sheet i r o n such a sum as w i l l enable i t to make a l i v i n g , but i f 

that r a i l r o a d i s c o n s o l i d a t e d w i t h roads that c a r r y a great v a r i e t y of 

merchandise i t would be p e r f e c t l y p o s s i b l e to b r i n g down the r a t e on sheet i r o n 

Or any Other commodity where that system would s t i l l have a very adequate income, 

and i n that way give new encouragement to the p r o d u c t i o n of sheet i r o n . The same 

would apply to a g r i c u l t u r a l products o r anything o f t h a t k i n d . 

I would say that of course I have got two members from Hew England i n 
and 

my Cabinet,and w h i l e I am very much i n f a v o r of t h i s p a r t o f the c o u n t r y / l would 

be w i l l i n g to admit that i t produces men that are capable a d m i n i s t r a t o r s o f 

public a f f a i r s , I am P r e s i d e n t of the whole United States and can't crowd e v e r y t h i n g 

in here. But of course I attempted to have an At t o r n e y General that came from 

Michigan and c o n d i t i o n s were such that I couldn't accomplish t h a t , so I had to 



turn to New England because the country was in a pinch. That is some times done 

and is a good rule to follow, but I don't think the country would need to have 

three members of the Cabinet from this part of the country, and i f any of them 

should retire, I don't think the country would expect me to have two members of 

the Cabinet from New England. 



Tuesday, September 8, 1925. 

Heport of the Newspaper Conference. 

My attitude is the same as i t has been relative to public buildings h i l l 

for the District of Columbia. ?/hether anything can be done about i t at the next 

session, I don't know, and I am going to talk with some members of the House and 

Senate ahout i t . It may he that that b i l l would go along with some other plan 

for public buildings. The difficulty in getting that b i l l through has been the 

thought in the heart of each Congressman that he didn't propose to have any build­

ings erected in the District of Columbia unless two or three were put in his 

district. That is constitutional with the members of the Congress. It isn't any­

thing that I criticise in any way, but that has been the difficulty in getting some 

action for the h j L l l . 

Pressj You said there probably would be some other plan* Would that 

be a general public buildings b i l l ? 

There hasn't heen any general public buildings b i l l since before 1914, 

and I think I referred the other day to the fact that the Government is paying a 

good deal in rentals, and perhaps with the public buildings b i l l we might he able 

to make an investment that would really be profitable. There was a public build­

ings b i l l that went through the House last year that I should have heen willing to 

approve, but i t failed of passage in the Senate. 

Press: About how much did i t authorize? 

President: I think i t authorized about #1,000,000,00. 

I don't mow of any communication that has been received from the 



National Federation of Federal Employees making any suggestion about c a l l i n g on me. 

Do you know of any Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Ho, 1 don't think there has. 

President: So as far as I know they are now holding their annual con­

vention in Boston, and so far as I know I am not expecting to see any of them up 

here. 

I have got two or three questions here about my son John. I have 

already suggested to the press that I didn't regard his actions as necessarily 

to be reported in the press, but of course i f the press wants to report them there 

is nothing I can do about i t . I don't object to i t especially, but I don't think 

it is particularly a good thing for the boy. I don't think i t i s a particularly 

good thing for the other boys of the country. There isn't the slightest founda­

tion for the report that appeared the other day that he i s going to West Foint. 

Press: Annapolis, Mr. President. 

President: No, No. There was a report that made a categorical state­

ment that he was going to West Point. That was followed in the course of two or 

three days by another that he was going to the Naval Academy. Either one of 

those could have been verified by simple inquiry at the office, i f there was a 

desire to find out the truth. There was no foundation that 1 know of for either 

suggestion. He is goang to Amherst College. I don't think that that is a matter 

of enough public importance to ju s t i f y any newspaper notice. He is doing the 

same as some hundreds of thousands of other young men that are going to take up 

their studies again when their school opens. 



I t h i n k I spoke the o t h e r day about the p l e a s a n t change t h a t Mrs. 

Coolidge and I had i n b e i n g here d u r i n g the summer. My o n l y r e g r e t has been t h a t 

I haven't been a b l e to c a l l i n many of the l a r g e host o f f r i e n d s t h a t we both have 

here i n Massachusetts, but i t was necessary, i f we were to have any r e a l r e s t 

from the u s u a l r o u t i n e of Washington, t h a t I do such work as comes to my desk 

and leave out the l a r g e amount o f s o c i a l a c t i v i t y t h a t my w i f e has down there 

and much of which comes to me. So t h a t , as I say, we r e g r e t t h a t we haven't heen 

able to see more o f our f r i e n d s up h e r e . There was no oth e r way o f g e t t i n g any 

rest o u r s e l v e s , and I am e s p e c i a l l y g r a t e f u l to the people of Lynn f o r the 

h o s p i t a l i t y they have extended arid the Lynn Chamber o f Commerce. I have t r i e d to 

divide up my r e l a t i o n to I^nn and Swampscott and Salem and Marblehead, I have 

li v e d i n Swampscott, had my o f f i c e i n Lynn, kept the Mayflower a t Marblehead 

and went to church i n Salem, so as to be as i m p a r t i a l as I c o u l d i n each o f the 

four communities. 

I am always i n the process o f g e t t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n , e i t h e r w i t h a s e t 

purpose or i n c i d e n t a l l y , i n c o n n e c t i o n w i t h any message I want to send to Congress. 

My message would he based on my i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i v e to the s t a t e o f the Union 

and such needs as I thought r e q u i r e d C o n g r e s s i o n a l a c t i o n . Some of t h a t o f course 

comes to me i n c i d e n t a l l y , though the most o f i t comes as a r e s u l t o f my s e n d i n g 

for people and i n q u i r i n g -of them what there i s i n t h e i r departments o r i n t h e i r 

bureaus t h a t needs Congressional a c t i o n . I don't expect to s t a r t i n e s p e c i a l l y 

on that on my r e t u r n to Washington, though as I say i t . i s a p a r t o f my constant 

a c t i v i t i e s . 



I don't know as th e r e i s a n y t h i n g more to say about the World Court• 

I judge t h a t the s u g g e s t i o n t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s s h o u l d adhere to i t has been 

gaining s t r e n g t h . I e«pect t h a t a f t e r due c o n s i d e r a t i o n the Senate w i l l pass a 

resolution of adherence. 

I don't know enou^i about the s u g g e s t i o n t h a t the Premier o f France 

has made th a t the League o f Nations c a l l a Disarmament Conference. I can't make 

any comment about i t . I should have to be c a r e f u l about making comment on a 

latter of that k i n d , because o f course our country doesn't want to put a n y t h i n g 

in the way o f any a c t i o n t h a t the Europeans might take .which they thought. would 

minister to t h e i r g e n e r a l s e c u r i t y . 

I have f o r g o t t e n whether I s a i d a n y t h i n g the othe r day about the p r o ­

posal that I have made to have the conference i n Washington.* I had t h a t i n mind 

for some time, hoping t h a t events would shape themselves by the se t t l e m e n t o f the 

reparations q u e s t i o n over there^and perhaps by a s e c u r i t y pact i n Europe, so t h a t 

we could have another conference w i t h a p r a c t i c a l hope o f success i n Washington. 

Of course the main t h i n g i s not where the conference i s h e l d , but the main t h i n g . 

is to have a conference t h a t h o l d s promise of s e c u r i n g p r a c t i c a l r e s u l t s . I 

think there i s now a p r o p o s a l b e f o r e the League, o r some o f t h e . n a t i o n s o f Europe, 

for h o l d i n g some Disarmament or A r b i t r a t i o n Conference i n Geneva, and w h i l e t h a t 

was pending was another reason why I thought i t might not be q u i t e proper f o r me 

to undertake to h o l d a conference here. 



I understood that the A g r i c u l t u r a l Conference would come together a g a i n 

this f a l l and f i n i s h up t h e i r s t u d i e s and make such recommendations as they 

thought were a p p r o p r i a t e . I have expected that I might see the Se c r e t a r y of 

Ag r i c u l t u r e a f t e r h i s r e t u r n from the West, but as you know he went i n t o Walter 

Reed H o s p i t a l , more to r e s t h i m s e l f up then any p a r t i c u l a r treatment f o r i l l 

health. I don't know that he has come out y e t , though he was ex p e c t i n g to be out 

very soon and a l l my r e p o r t s from him i n d i c a t e that he i s making a l l the progress 

that he expected and r e c e i v i n g a l l the b e n e f i t s he a n t i c i p a t e d when he went i n 

there. He was having a l i t t l e t r o u b l e w i t h i n d i g e s t i o n , as I understand i t . When 

he gets one of those a t t a c k s i t i s necessary f o r him to take a very complete r e s t . 

So I don't know what h i s s t u d i e s and i n v e s t i g a t i o n s have r e s u l t e d i n . U n t i l a f t e r 

I have a t a l k w i t h him I don't know what the conference w i l l do. I had a l e t t e r 

the other day from the Chairman of the Conference, Governor Carey, i n which he 

made p r a c t i c a l l y the same suggestions that he made t h i s morning and suggested 

that he confer d i r e c t w i t h the Se c r e t a r y o f A g r i c u l t u r e to see when they thought 

they could f i n i s h up t h e i r s t u d i e s and make t h e i r r e p o r t . My hope was that they 

could get t h e i r r e p o r t i n by Thanksgiving, so th a t the members of Congress would 

have some chance to examine i t and get such r e a c t i o n as they might d e s i r e from 

their c o n s t i t u e n t s before Congress came i n t o s e s s i o n , i n order to expedite the 

work. 

I am as you know expecting to r e t u r n to get back to Washington 

Thursday or F r i d a y morning. The r a i l r o a d s as I have s a i d before don't l i k e to 

have the i t i n e r a r y of the P r e s i d e n t p u b l i s h e d i n advance, or the exact time o f 



departure. Those of you that need i t f o r your p r i v a t e convenience I t h i n k w i l l 

be able to get in f o r m a t i o n a t l e a s t tomorrow morning as to j u s t when you can r e ­

turn to Washington. There w i l l be accommodations on my t r a i n f o r the members of 

the press. 



Friday, September 11, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I am glad to see yon are a l l hack. I had forgotten that we had so 

many in conference. The conferences at Swampscott were very much smaller than 

they are here. 

I have got several inquiries here ahout a i r c r a f t . Nothing was done 

about that in the Cabinet. I learned from the War Department that - what was 

already public - that they are making an investigation. I don't know of any­

thing I could say about i t u n t i l they have completed their investigation. What 

I mean by that is that the War Department is undertaking to ascertain the facts. 

When they have the facts they w i l l take such action as the laws regarding the 

government of the Army may require. 

I don't know what is being done about the complaint made by a man 

named Lucius J. Malmin regarding the Virgin Islands. I think that has been 

referred to some Department for investigation. I think i t went to the War 

Department, but i t may have gone to the Navy Department. Whichever one of those 

Departments has jurisdiction over the Virgin Islands. My recollection is that 

this man has made quite violent complaints before which on investigation, as I 

recall, didn't develop very much. 

The Cabinet took no action about the coal matter this morning. 

The question wasn't discussed. I took up general things with the different 

Departments. I inquired of every Department what they had been doing since the 

last Cabinet meeting and there was a general rehearsal to me of the different 

things that had been going on in the Departments since I have been away. 

00666 



Nothing especially new about i t * It took quite a l i t t l e time, I think everything 

reported there has already been in the press, 

I haven't seen the report of the action of Governor Pinchot, though I 

think I wont make any comment about that. 

There isn't anything further that I can say about the Shipping Board 

at the present time. The matter of the sale of ships i s one of the things that 

interests me most, - trying to transfer our ships to private operation and owner­

ship, always with the understanding that they are to keep up the service for a 

specified time and of course keep the ships under the United States f l a g , 

I think I saw a suggestion in a Washington paper ahout two bathing 

beaches for Washington. Now I haven't any information about that other than 

that which I had when I made my recommendation in the budget las t year. The 

reason for the closing of the bathing beach that was here and f a i l i n g to open 

another was because of the action of Congress in not making any appropriation. 

So far as I know I should be w i l l i n g to recommend the same appropriation that 

I did last year, Whether I should want to go any further, I don't know. I want 

to see f i r s t what the plan i s and whether i t looks to be p r a c t i c a l . Of course 

the d i f f i c u l t y about bathing beaches i n Washington i s that we have no place 

that i s adequate. We have the basin down here, but that wasn't put i n with the 

idea that i t would be used for bathing. When you get over into the Potomac River 

then you run into other d i f f i c u l t i e s of current and so on. Now i t i s possible 

that they could make two bathing beaches that are satisfactory. 1 should want to 

wait and see what the plans are before making any definite determination about 

them. 00667 



Tuesday, September 15, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

The Department of J u s t i c e hasn't l a i d before me any a p p l i c a t i o n f o r the 

pardon of former Governor McCray, of Indiana. I of course can't prejudge the case. 

I w i l l t r y to determine i t when i t comes before me on the evidence, from such know­

ledge as I have, general knowledge. I should t h i n k i t would take p r e t t y s t r o n g 

evidence to show that e x e c u t i v e clemency ought to be e x e r c i s e d at t h i s time. 

I haven't r e c e i v e d acceptances from a l l the men that I asked to s i t on 

the Board to i n v e s t i g a t e the A i r S e r v i c e , but every communication t h a t has come 

up to the present time has been an acceptance. I have no doubt they w i l l a l l 

serve. I haven't any o p i n i o n or advice to g i v e as to how they should conduct t h e i r 

investigation, or as to what witnesses they ought to c a l l . That i s f o r them to 

determine and a c t on t h e i r own judgment i n r e l a t i o n to i t . 

I haven't had any r e p o r t s from the Navy Department as to the cause of 

the Shenandoah d i s a s t e r . I t h i n k I saw i n the morning paper that the Department 

has just appointed a Naval board to make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . When that board has made 

its i n v e s t i g a t i o n , i t s rep o r t undoubtedly w i l l be g i v e n to me by them. 

I am having scheduled up the d i f f e r e n t suggestions t h a t have come i n 

relation to the appointment of an Ambassador to Japan. I expect to take t h a t up 

very soon w i t h the State Department. 

I haven't taken any f i n a l a c t i o n on s e v e r a l o f the r e p o r t s that I have 

from the T a r i f f Commission. 

I expect to take up w i t h the Department of J u s t i c e r i g h t away the ap-



pointment of several District Attorneys, Judges, Marshals, and so on. Very likely 

some of them may be made before Congress assembles, though those are casea 

always where the incumbent holds over and i f i t is expected to reappoint the 

present incumbent why there isn't much of any reason of doing i t until I can send 

the appointment to the Senate. In the case of a vacancy where i t is necessary 

for some one to go in and I can appoint them, of course appointment will be made, 

I shall make some others probably, but i t is a matter of no particular importance 

whether they are made now or when the Senate comes in. 

No final decision has been made about the appointment of a Civi l Serv­

ice Commissioner. Again I am having a l l the papers assembled. I want to confer 

with one of the members sitting to see what action ought to be taken after such 

conference • 

It will not be possible for me to attend the University of North 

Carolina exercises on the 12th of October. 

I don't expect to take any action on the request of Admiral Eobison that 

he be permitted to resign. 

I don't know whether a l l the hearings of the Air inquiry board will be . 

public or not. Perhaps I have already answered that question by saying that I 

think they ought to be given the fullest lattitude of deciding themselves. 

I should suppose that there might be some military matters affecting both the 

Army and Navy which could be given to them but would necessarily be held in 

confidence. The general conduct of their hearings I suppose would be public. 

But there again I am merely giving an offhand thought. The Board ought to 



determine themselves what they want to do about that. 

I haven't received any representations showing dissatisfaction with the 

administration of reclamation matters by Secretary Work. I think you w i l l recall 

that there was a Fact Finding Commission set up by the Secretary last year, which 

had a very excellent personnel and made what I thought was a very commendable 

report. One of the things that i t had in mind especially was r e l i e f for some of 

those who were on reclamation projects who weren't able to meet their payments 

on account of low prices of agricultural products or failure for some other 

reason. There was a b i l l introduced in Congress that I was desirous of seeing 

passed, and some of the Senators from the reclamation states were also desirous 

of its passage, but i t faieed of passage. It was my understanding that had i t 

passed i t would have afforded a r e l i e f that the Secretary and myself thought was 

warranted. The matter of reclamation of course is fixed by the statute law of 

the United States, and I don't know of any desire on the part of Secretary Work 

to make any changes i n i t other than those that were embodied in the b i l l . 

I suppose that a l l he is trying to do is to administer the law as he finds i t . 

The work of reclamation w i l l I assume go on under the present law. I think i t is 

a well thought out law. I don't keep a l l the details of a thing of that kind i n 

mind. I know I have conferred several times with ex-Secretary Garfield, who is 

especially interested in conservation and reclamation. He thought that the law 

was on a satisfactory basis with the changes that were proposed to be made for 

the purpose of r e l i e f of certain reclamation projects. I understand that the 



Secretary doesn't want to hurry ahout putting in new reclamation work before he 

has proper assurances that i t can be put on a paying basis and that settlers can 

be secured to take up the land that would be brought into production by further 

reclamation. I think i have made that clear. In the f i r s t instance, the policy 

is already established by the law of the United States. Nobody is desirous of 

changing that as a general policy, except in certain localities where a proposed 

statute would have afforded some re l i e f for some of those that haven't been able 

to make their payments. Further work of reclamation w i l l go on as is needed, and 

as settlers can be secured to take up the land when i t is brought under production 

by reclamation projects. Of course during the last few years with the low prices 

of agricultural products there hasn't heen the press or the pressure for an 

opportunity to take up any land that there had heen in the past. It doesn't 

seem desirous to bring in new land until the land that is already under 

cultivation is assured as well as i t can be of profitable production. I don't 

mean that reclamation is going to stop in any way, but i t hasn't heen speeded 

up as i t otherwise might have been unless i t afforded an opportunity for 

profitable production* 
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F r i d a y , September 18, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I d i d n ' t happen to see Senator F r e l i n g h u y s e n when he c a l l e d yesterday. 

I think Mr. Sanders t o l d me that he was here. He i s one of the most a c t i v e members 

of the Harding Memorial A s s o c i a t i o n who has, I t h i n k , now that Dr. Sawyer i s gone, 

more to do w i t h i t than any one e l s e , escept perhaps the l o c a l man Mr. Donithen. 

I understood t h a t Mr. Fre l i n g h u y s e n c a l l e d to say th a t e v e r y t h i n g was going on very 

well i n connection w i t h some choice of plans and beginning some work. 

I don't know what a c t i o n may be taken i n r e l a t i o n to any persons that 

may be proposing to come i n t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I make that o b s e r v a t i o n i n 

response to a question here as to whether anybody e l s e proposing to come here as a 

delegate to the I n t e r p a r l i a m e n t a r y Union might be debarred from e n t r y . I haven't 

heard that there was any one e l s e that was l i k e l y to be debarred i n a d d i t i o n t o the 

member of the B r i t i s h Parliament that has a l r e a d y had h i s passport or h i s v i s a 

revoked. These Parliamentary Union gatherings are not o f f i c i a l . They are not 

representative of any government. They are v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s among members 

of the d i f f e r e n t l e g i s l a t i v e bodies of d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s . I t h i n k t h a t any 

member of any l e g i s l a t i v e body of a country i s i n v i t e d to go that wishes to 

attend. As I say, i t i s v o l u n t a r y and doesn't represent the governments. I suppose 

that a c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to any one th a t wanted to come to attend an I n t e r p a r l i a m e n t a r y 

Union would be the same as though they were nn any other business here. Now that 

isn't a matter of choice w i t h any o f f i c i a l s of our Government. Congress has passed 

a law debarring from entry i n t o the Un i t e d States c e r t a i n persons who h o l d and 



express c e r t a i n views. Whenever any of them s h a l l attempt to enter here i t i s 

the business of Uni t e d States o f f i c i a l s under t h e i r oath of o f f i c e to exclude 

them. They may l i k e to do that and they may not l i k e t o , but have v i r t u a l l y no 

discretion about i t . They are simply c a r r y i n g out the act of Congress that 

requires such a c t i o n * 

Press* Mr. P r e s i d e n t w i l l you permit a qu e s t i o n as to whether there 

will be any i n q u i r y as to whether other delegates h o l d i n g such views would be 

debarred? 

P r e s i d e n t i I suppose that i f i t came to the a t t e n t i o n o f our Govern­

ment that there were any such, that they would take the same a c t i o n . I don't 

know of any i n q u i r y that i s to be made. Very l i k e l y i t might not come to my 

attention anyway. There are a great many people excluded from the country and a 

great many are deported because of the views they h o l d and the expressions they 

make. I t i s almost never that any case of t h a t k i n d comes to my a t t e n t i o n . I 

don't t h i n k i t ever has, unless i t has been a matter t h a t I have seen i n the 

public p r e s s . 

I a n t i c i p a t e that the A i r c r a f t Board w i l l have to fi n a n c e i t s e l f . Of 

course q u i t e a number o f the members of the Board are o f f i c i a l s of one k i n d o r 

another, e i t h e r of the U n i t e d S t a t e s or of some other a s s o c i a t i o n which i s 

interested i n a i r c r a f t work, so t h a t they are not dependent upon any compensation 

that they might r e c e i v e f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s i n t h i s respect f o r t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 

It has been brought to t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t h a t there i s a s t a t u t e t h a t provides that 

no public money i s to be used f o r purposes of t h i s k i n d except when the 



investigation i s a u t h o r i z e d by Congress. I had an i d e a that i f they i n c u r r e d any 

expenditures that amounted to anything, t h a t Congress very l i k e l y would pass a 

law to reimburse them f o r those expenses. I should t h i n k they would he very s m a l l 

anyway, t r i f l i n g , perhaps so i n s i g n i f i c a n t t h at i t wouldn't c a l l f o r any 

appropriation. There i s one Senator on the Board and two members of the House, 

one Chairman o f a Committee o f the House,and o f course that Chairman can use h i s 

Committee Room f o r t h i s purpose and I suppose such c l e r i c a l a s s i s t a n c e as he has 

if he wants to use i t . 

No d e c i s i o n has heen made yet about the Ambassador to Japan. There are 

several names under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I am g o i n g to t r y to go to the American Farm Bureau Convention i n 

Chicago, which meets e a r l y i n December. Of course I can't make a f i n a l d e c i s i o n 

about that now, but I want very much to go out. 

I don't wish t o make any comment on the French debt problem. I t h i n k 

any comment on t h a t would b e t t e r come from the Debt Commission. They have a l l 

the d e t a i l s of i t i n mind and are adequately able to represent the Government, 

and any comments I might make might he misunderstood here and abroad, so that 

I think I had b e t t e r not make any comments. 



I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the S h i p p i n g Board's r e f u s a l to s e l l some 

ships .to the Pan American L i n e or Munson L i n e . I knew th a t there were n e g o t i a t i o n s 

pending, but I d i d n ' t know th a t any f i n a l d e c i s i o n had been reached. I suppose 

every one knows th a t I would l i k e to s e l l the Government s h i p s , or to put t h a t i n 

the t h i r d person that means I would l i k e f o r the Government to s e l l i t s s h i p s as 

fast as p o s s i b l e to get them i n t o p r i v a t e hands, w i t h a p r o v i s i o n f o r t h e i r 

operation i n a way t h a t I o u t l i n e d s e v e r a l times i n conference, and I suppose t h a t 

is the p o l i c y t h a t i s o u t l i n e d i n the a c t t h a t c r e a t e d the S h i p p i n g Board. I f t h i s 

sale hasn't been made, I imagine i t must be because the p r i c e hasn't seemed to be 

adequate. That might very w e l l be so. 

I would make one suggestion to the press i n r e l a t i o n to i t s d i s c u s s i o n o f 

the French debt or any other f o r e i g n problem. I t h i n k t h a t the American papers 

ought to assume, g e n e r a l l y speaking, t h a t they would lo o k a f t e r the i n t e r e s t s o f our 

own country b e f o r e l o o k i n g a f t e r the i n t e r e s t s of some other country, and when t h e r e 

is any doubt about a problem that our American papers I t h i n k ought to r e s o l v e that 

doubt i n favor of the American Government and the American c i t i z e n s . I doubt ve r y 

much i f you w i l l f i n d the Government u n d e r t a k i n g t o impose any h a r d s h i p on any 
i t 

country t h a t / i s unable to bear. The Government and i t s agencies are p r r t t y probably 

very w e l l informed ahout the problems w i t h which i t has to d e a l . I t may make mistakes 

sometimes. They are made. But whenever there i s a problem about which you do not have 

information I t h i n k you w i l l u s u a l l y be r i g h t i f you w i l l r e s o l v e your doubt i n f a v o r 

of the American Government and American people. 



Tuesday, September 22, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

Senator Edge talked with me somewhat yesterday about a new plan that he 

thought might be worked out for the consolidation of Departments and Bureaus. I am 

in favor of thebill that was prepared by the Committee that has been working on 

that for some time. I think the b i l l is known as the Smoot B i l l . Now that doesn't 

mean that I am opposed to some other method of operation. I don't know whether 

I would be in favor of the plan of Senator Edge. I think his feeling about i t , 

as I understood i t , was that i t would be easier to secure the adoption of his plan 

by Congress than that plan that has been pending there for some time. My position 

briefly I think is already stated. I am in favor of the plan that is already 

proposed, but I am not opposed to any practical plan. I received a line from 

Senator Edge this morning which said that he had been misquoted in the press. 

That sometimes happens (laughter). I hastened to assure him that I didn't think 

that was a matter, of grave consequence, (laughter). I don't know the details of 

his plan. I suppose i t was to put general authority in the hands of the president 

to consolidate and move about different Bureaus and Boards. I have already done 
0 

some of that. Sometimes i t is convenient to have authority to act and sometimes 

it is inconvenient to have too much authority. 1 would be willing to try and carry 

out the provisions of any law in relation to the reorganization of the Departments 

that Congress thought was wise, I am quite sure; but the only b i l l to which I wish 

to commit myself is that which is already pending, but I don't wish to appear as 

opposing any other action that seems to afford a promise of practical results. 



I didn't give the A i r c r a f t Board any personal views ahout the needs of 

aviation. I haven't any other than those that have been expressed to the press 

several times, of desiring to have aviation i n good shape. I believe I c a l l e d to 

their attention the amount of money that we have been spending on aviation, some­

thing like $65,000,000 or $75,000,000 a year. My remarks to the Board was to the 

effect that I wanted them to make a thorough investigation and secure an assemblence 

of a l l the facts and give me the benefit of such conclusions as their judgment would 

seem to warrant. 

I don't think any plans have been developed for the construction or the 

replacement of the Shenandoah. There quite naturally wouldn't be anything done 

about that u n t i l a f t er the investigation has developed what possible weaknesses 

there may have been i n that d i r i g i b l e , and also information secured as to what 

oould be done to remedy i t s weaknesses i n the construction of another d i r i g i b l e . 

As I said to the conference when the accident f i r s t happened - I didn't see any 

reason for r e t i r i n g from the use of d i r i g i b l e s because of the accident, nor did 

I see any reason for r e t i r i n g from the water because some vessels might be l o s t . 

Now i t isn't beyond comprehension that the investigation may reveal that i t i s 

impossible to construct a vessel of this kind that w i l l be airworthy, but I should 

be very much surprised i f the investigation did reveal anything of that kind. 

While i t i s not impossible, I consider i t very improbable, so that I had expected 

that plans would probably be made for the construction of another vessel of that 

Jcind. Some of the people around Detroit, I don't know whether I spoke of this 

at the last conference, have a plan of constructing a d i r i g i b l e that would he 
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covered instead of with a s i l k envelope, a metal envelope. That would give some 

chance for internal bracing that isn't possible to be developed with the present 

silk envelope. That I know i s under consideration, but I don't think there i s any 

plan under consideration just at the present time to replace the Shenandoah. Of 

course we already have the Los Angeles. 

I don't want to make any d e f i n i t e statement about the attitude of this 

Government towards a Disarmament Conference by the League of Nations. Before we 

could undertake to participate in a Disarmament Conference of that kind I should 

think we ought to have the authority of Congress. I have been basing my recom­

mendations for a Disarmament Conference on the clause that i s annually put into 

the appropriation b i l l , I think for the Navy. I think i t goes into the Army b i l l . 

I know i t i s i n the Navy B i l l , and that gives Congressional authority. I don't 

want to say anything on the other Jiand that would discourage the c a l l i n g of a 

Mropean Conference because I realize that they have delicate questions over there 

which touch their conditions p a r t i c u l a r l y and i n which we are not so much 

interested. If they can solve those problems themselves, nothing would be more 

agreeable to our people I believe, and I am sure nothing would be more agreeable 

to our Government, so that I don't want to have anything that I might say taken 

in any way as undertaking to discourage their attempt to solve their own problems 

in Europe. Of coarse in the general question of disarmament we are interested. 

The Government as at present constituted i s committed to i t , believes i n i t , 

and i l think the country believes i n i t . and we ought to do everything we can to 

encourage i t . 



Nothing came out of the Cabinet meeting this morning. 

I sent for Chairman O'Connor yesterday to talk with him about sales of 

ships. There wasn't any foundation for a rumor that was in the press to the ef­

fect that he was to be asked to retire from the Board. I consider him a valuable 

member of the Board. He holds the Chairmanship by my special appointment, and 

I haven't the slightest criticism of his discharge of the duties of his office 

from anything that has come to me. and the only thing I consulted him about was 

whether there was opportunity to speed up the sale of ships. He explained to me 

some of the di f f i c u l t i e s and told me of the efforts that are being made by the 

Board and through the Emergency Fleet Corporation to make sales. 

I haven't any opinion, personal opinion, about American aviators part­

icipating in the warfare that is going on in northern Africa. My only desire about 

it is to have this country and my countrymen observe the laws of Congress. 

Mr. Kellogg has never mentioned i t to me, and I know nothing about i t except what 

I saw in the press. I understood from the press reports that that was what he was 

undertaking to do, giving public notice in a way that would c a l l the attention of 

our citizens to the laws, and suggesting to them that they be careful to see that 

they do not violate them* 

I have already spoken about the League of Nations conference. 

I shall try to get out my address that is to be made at Omaha so that 

it can have a very great deal of mail delivery. I can't t e l l just when i t w i l l 

be out. I don't expect to make a long address out H±xt there. 



I have a question here as to whether communists ought to he allowed to 

come into this country i f they come i n fo r commercial purposes. Well, I rather 

think that that question would answer i t s e l f . The only thing that the Government 

is trying to do i s to see that our laws are observed. It i s n ' t t r y i n g to enforce 

its own ideas or carry out i t s own desiresabout people that can come i n or stay 

out. The fact that a person was going to come here and spend a large sum of money 

I don't think would make any difference i n the law. I don't know of any provision 

in the law that says the right to come into t h i s country i s for sale, that the 

principles of the United States are for sale i f you want to pay enough and you 

don't have to l i v e according to the laws of this country. That i s n ' t what I 

understand to be the p o l i c y of our land. I think I said something to that e f f e c t 

in my f i r s t message to the Congress. Personally, I think i t i s a good p o l i c y to 

permit very free discussion of anything that relates to our i n s t i t u t i o n s . If any 

one says anything about them with which I don't agree, of course I talk back and 

it is out of discussions of that kind that public opinion i s developed and the 

soundness or unsoundness of i n s t i t u t i o n s that p r e v a i l . But I don't know that that 

policy has anything to do with the duty that i s incumbent upon the public o f f i c e r s 

of this country to t r y and enforce the law. When the law says that c e r t a i n persons 

are excluded from the country, vfoy then I suppose i t i s the duty of those who are 

charged with such enforcement to see that they don't come i n . Of course i t would 

be rather absurd to say that they could come i f they agreed to spend considerable 

money af t e r they got here* so I think that question would rather answer i t s e l f . 
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F r i d a y , September 25, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I haven't enough t e c h n i c a l i n f o r m a t i o n so t h a t I s h o u l d want to pass 

judgment on the p r o p o s a l f o r making a r t i f i c i a l p o o l s f o r swimming here i n the c i t y . 

That may he e n t i r e l y p r a c t i c a l . One o f the t h i n g s I s h o u l d want to be c e r t a i n about 

was the s a n i t a r y arrangements. I f the p o o l s are to be used f o r b a t h i n g purposes 

by large numbers o f course i t i s necessary to see t h a t the s a n i t a r y arrangements 

are p e r f e c t , or e l s e i l l h e a l t h r e s u l t s , as sometimes happens i n s m a l l swimming 

pools, and I should judge i t would be much more l i k e l y to from a n y t h i n g o f t h a t s o r t 

imich i s r e p o r t e d i n the p r e s s y e s t e r d a y a f t e r n o o n , as something l a r g e enough t o 

accommodate 10,000 or 12,000 p e o p l e . The s u g g e s t i o n i s t h a t i t he f i l l e d w i t h c i t y 

water. The d i f f i c u l t y o f u s i n g the Potomac water o f course i s t h a t i t i s not always 

h e a l t h f u l , and then i t s appearance most of the time i s n ' t one t h a t i s a t t r a c t i v e 

to those t h a t want to use i t f o r b a t h i n g purposes. I don't know but i t would be 

cheaper to t r a n s p o r t b a t h e r s over to the s e a s i d e , which i s o n l y about 35 m i l e s , 

I b e l i e v e . I suppose the time element would come i n so t h a t t h a t wouldn't he 

p r a c t i c a l . There a r e a g r e a t many d i f f i c u l t i e s i n e s t a b l i s h i n g b a t h i n g p o o l s h e r e , 

because we don't have water t h a t i s near S u i t a b l e f o r t h a t purpose. 

I was v e r y much p l e a s e d to meet M i n i s t e r o f F i n a n c e , Mr. C a i l l a u x , l a s t 

evening. I was much impressed w i t h h i s earnestness and the b r e a d t h o f h i s i n f o r m a ­

tion about government and economic problems. 

I have had s e v e r a l conferences w i t h d i f f e r e n t members of the S h i p p i n g 

Board to see what p l a n can be worked out f o r the best a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of the 



2. 

$350,000,000 worth o f p r o p e r t y and I haven't y e t come to any c o n c l u s i o n * I haven't 

in mind a t p r e s e n t any p a r t i c u l a r a c t i o n . I am not c e r t a i n j u s t what powers r e s i d e 

in the P r e s i d e n c y t o d e a l w i t h the s i t u a t i o n . I t may he t h a t t h i s i s an e n t i r e l y 

\ independent board not under the j u r i s d i c t i o n o f any one, t h a t can a c t a c c o r d i n g t o 

its own p l e a s u r e i n the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n of t h i s v e r y l a r g e amount o f government 

property w i t h o u t any s u p e r v i s i o n by the P r e s i d e n t , o r any j u r i s d i c t i o n by any member 

of the P r e s i d e n t ' s c a b i n e t . That i s a m a t t e r o f no g r e a t consequence. The r e a l 

question i s whether they a r e c o n d u c t i n g themselves so as to promote t h e b e s t 

interests o f the s h i p p i n g concerns o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s . That I am t r y i n g t o i n q u i r e 

into f o r the purpose of making any s u g g e s t i o n s t h a t might be h e l p f u l . I haven't 

proceeded v e r y f a r as y e t . 

I s h a l l undoubtedly t r y t o a t t e n d the opening game of the World's S e r i e s . 

Whether I can go t o the o t h e r s o r not I am not c e r t a i n . I don't know t h a t I c o u l d 

add a n y t h i n g t o what I s a i d l a s t y e a r about a l l b e i n g v e r y g l a d t o have the Wash­

ington team win the American League Pennant* I t i s a c r e d i t to the management o f 

the team, and I t h i n k a l s o i t has r e s u l t e d t o a c o n s i d e r a b l e e x t e n t from t h e 

fine s p i r i t t h a t has heen m a n i f e s t e d by the c i t i z e n s o f Washington i n t h e i r c o n s t a n t 

support o f our home team* 

The French debt was not d i s c u s s e d a t the C a b i n e t meeting. I haven't any 

information t o g i v e out about i t . I t h i n k any i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t I s g i v e n out a t the 

present time ought to come from the Commission i t s e l f . 

Lawrence W h i t i n g , I t h i n k h i s r e s i d e n c e i s , I know h i s p l a c e o f b u s i n e s s 

is i n Chicago, came t o Washington to t a l i w i t h the Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e r e l a t i v e 
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to the e r e c t i o n o f an a g r i c u l t u r a l mart a t Chicago t h a t JW has a f l o o r a r e a o f about 

75 acres. That i s analagous to the f u r n i t u r e mart w i t h w h ich some o f you a r e 

probably f a m i l i a r , t h a t m i n i s t e r s to the f u r n i t u r e b u s i n e s s o f the c o u n t r y , p r o ­

viding show rooms and so on f o r a g r e a t many d i f f e r e n t f u r n i t u r e c oncerns, so t h a t 

buyers can come i n and i n s t e a d o f h a v i n g t o go from p l a c e t o p l a c e , o r t o s e l l e r s 

of d i f f e r e n t concerns h a v i n g t r a v e l l e d about the c o u n t r y , a l l meet a t t h i s one 

place t o see the season's d i s p l a y o f many d i f f e r e n t concerns w i t h o u t d i f f i c u l t y . 

Now, he i s w o r k i n g on the same p l a n f o r a g r i c u l t u r e t h a t would i n c l u d e a g r i c u l t u r a l 

machinery and perhaps r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the a g r i c u l t u r a l p r e s s and the s a l e of 

a g r i c u l t u r a l p r o d u c t s o f a l l k i n d s . I have n o t had an o p p o r t u n i t y t o t a l k w i t h 

Secretary J a r d i n e about i t , but I judged i t was a p r o j e c t t h a t promised to be v e r y 

helpful to those who a r e i n t e r e s t e d i n making s a l e s o f p r o d u c t s f o r use on the 

farms, and to the farmers themselves f o r the purpose of m a r k e t i n g t h e i r own 

products. 



(Tuesday, September 29, 1925, 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I don't r e c a l l that any report has come to me of a survey of the United 

States Employees Compensation Commission, and I don't know of any plan that i s 

pending now for i t s absorption by the Pension Bureau or any other agency of the 

Government otherwise than as i t might be included i n the general plan that the 

Government i s working on for consolidation of bureaus and departments, or be 

included i n the b i l l for reorganization of departments that I have mentioned 

frequently to members of the conference, I think that i s usually known as the 

Smoot B i l l . And the same in relation to the proposals of Senator Curtis that a 

large number of independent agencies of the Government should be abolished or con­

solidated with the a c t i v i t i e s of the regular departments. I noticed that suggestion 

and I know that Senator Curtis had mentioned i t to me, but I don't know of any 

plan that has has yet taken such shape that I could pass judgment on i t one way or 

the other. I l i k e to have a l l the bureaus and a c t i v i t i e s of the Government come 

as far as they can under the supervision of some member of the Cabinet. That isn't 

always possible. I think that, as a principle, i s desirable, though l i k e other 

rules there are exceptions to i t that have a great deal of merit. Undoubtedly 

we could administer the Government i n that way at somewhat less expense, but when 

you say that you can make large savings I think i t i s well always to keep in mind 

that the work that these bureaus are doing i s probably a desirable work and that 

if i t is to be carried on i t i s going to require substantially the same amount of 



personnel as is now employed in i t . Unless you are going to abolish the work 

entirely i t is doubtful just how much could be saved. There might be something in 

the way of reduction of rents, overhead and so on, which perhaps in the aggregate 

would amount to a considerable sum. It is a problem that is worth very careful 

consideration, and I have never given it a great amount of thought because I had 

expected i t would be something that would be taken up and worked out after the 

reorganization b i l l went through or some plan of that kind had been put into 

Ioperation - then these details would naturally come up for consideration next. 

I think I had better hold to my policy of letting the members of the 

Debt Commission make any public statements that they think ought to be made in 

relation to what they are doing. I have a general knowledge of course of the 

efforts that they are making, and so far as I am acquainted with them they meet with 

my approval • 

I am not certain about going to the Chamber of Commerce at New York. That 

I occurs some time in the middle of November I think, and i t is a matter that I have 

under consideration. I don't recall now any other engagements to speak out of town. 

There is nothing new that I know of in relation to the Shipping Board. 

So far as I have information I would be of the opinion that there wasn't 

I anything in the loss of the Shenandoah or the loss of the submarine that indicates 

any lack of morale on the part of the Navy. I don't know but i t might point in the 

| other direction, an effort on the part of the Navy or an inclination to take 

greater risks and do more development work and experimentation than is absolutely 



necessary i n time of peace. I of course oan*t pass any f i n a l judgment about the 

oause of the Shenandoah or the responsibility for the sinking of the submarine 

until the investigations have developed a l l the facts. So far as I know neither 

one of those accidents indicates any lack of efficiency or lowering of morale on 

the part of the Navy. I speak now of the Navy as a whole. And I want to repeat 

that of course I am not undertaking to say whether any one i s to blame for either 

of those two accidents that is connected with the Navy. 

I have noticed two or three suggestions i n the press about a postage 

stamp with a picture of ex-President Wilson. I presume I am a l i t t l e prejudiced 

about the honors that ought to be paid to ex-Presidents, but I understand i t is 

the intention of the Post Office Department to provide such a stamp just as soon as 

the occasion arises. You might be interested to know that during my administration 

for the f i r s t time a postage stamp has been provided with a picture of Grover 

Cleveland on i t , so that a fa i l u r e to provide one of an ex-President that happens 

to be of a different p o l i t i c a l party than mine is not attributable to the fact that 

he does happen to be of a different party, and the fact that i t was some 15 years 

after ex-President Cleveland died before any postage stamp was made with his picture 

does not indicate, or perhaps i t rebuts the indication, that an unusual delay i s 

being experienced i n providing a postage stamp for ex-president Wilson. I think i f 

you w i l l examine the records you w i l l find i t i s oftentimes several years after the 

decease of an ex-President or the f i n i s h of his term, that a stamp with his picture 

is issued. Of course President Harding died in offi c e , and there was a desire on « 

the part of the public, which I think i s perfectly legitimate, that something should 



jj6 done right away. When the Department wanted to get out some other stamp in some 

baste they used that die. I am very desirous of having a stamp provided for 

president Wilson as soon as the opportunity arrises when i t can be done. 



Friday, October 2, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I asked Mr. Dalton of Cleveland to make a survey of the activities of 

the Shipping Board and the work of the Emergency Fleet Corporation.to see whether 

he can make any suggestions for an improvement in the service. That broadly is 

the whole of the duty that I picked him to perform. I took him from the Lake 

Region because those people that l i v e on that shore that have to do with ship­

ping almost always have some interests that conflict with the interests of the 

United States ships. Mr. Pal ton is entirely neutral so far as that is concerned. 

He talked without any prejudices and perhaps his work for that reason would secure 

more of a hearing. 

1 don't know that there is any special comment I can make on the action 

of the Board in depriving Admiral palmer of the authority that he had there for 

some time. I didn't agree with the wisdom of such action, but I am not an expert 

on those things. I based my judgment on such information and advice as has con­

stantly come to me. from those who understand about this kind of work. Senator 

Jones, a member of the Committee in the Senate, who is the author I believe of the 

present law, represented to me that the present law contemplated having a President 

of the Fleet Corporation to have charge of the running of the fleet, and such 

other practical shipping men, two committees of my Cabinet joined with one or two 

members of the Shipping Board I think made similar reports to me. Apart from the 

Cabinet there was the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War and the 



Secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of Commerce, It i s my recollection they 

were joined hy Chairman O'Connor and Admiral Palmer. Then there was another .com-

littee of the Cabinet. And a l l sSf the advice, as I say I have been able to secure, 

was to the point that i t would be very much better to have the operation of the 

fleet under the control of a single individual than to try to have i t transacted 

by a board composed of seven different members. 

Press: Would you mind t e l l i n g us whether you consider any further action 

in regard to Mr. Haney? 

President: Well, I don't know about that. I had expected that he would 

see the impropriety of remaining on the Board after I had requested his resignation. 

I wouldn't want to say now that I would or would not take any further action. 

I have here a question about the location of a monument as a memorial 

to President Roosevelt. I have been interested in having a memorial erected to 

him. I don't know where i t ought to be located. I should put a good deal of 

reliance upon the recommendation of the Arts Commission. This question wants to 

know about locating i t between the Washington Monument, or south of the Washington 

Monument, I suppose that means between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln 

Memorial. Now I don't know offhand what the plans are for the use of this area. 

The question has been studied by those who. have halped to lay out the City of Wash­

ington and especially by the Arts Commission. My offhand opinion would be that i t 

would be more proper to put this monument in some other location. But, as I say, 

I should be guided very largely so far as I am concerned, by what the Arts Com-



mission think. I am very pleased to say that I don't think of any other l o c a t i o n 

that would be be t t e r . I think there has been some t a l k about p l a c i n g the Roosevelt 

Memorial up near to the entrance of Rock Greek Park, taking into consideration the 

great i n t e r e s t that President Roosevele had i n outdoor r e c r e a t i o n and having i n 

mind those things that n a t u r a l l y occur to one i n connection with the park, a place 

of horseback r i d i n g , the suggestion of game hunting, a l l those things. I have 

heard that discussed, but I haven't any f i n i s h e d judgment about i t myself. It 

ought to be somewhere where i t would come under the observation of a good many 

people. 

I knew that Secretary Weeks was coming to Washington, e i t h e r the l a t t e r 

part of thi s week or the l a t t e r part of next week. I wasn't c e r t a i n of which. 

I don't know the purpose for which he i s coming. I only learned from Secretary 

Davis that he i s going from Lancaster, N.H. down to Boston and then i s expected 

to come from Boston to Washington. 1 don't expect to be able to attend the 

Princeton-Navy f o o t b a l l game at Baltimore on the 17th .of October. 

The matter of the French debt settlement has been already canvassed 

so completely that i t i s rather doubtful whether I can add any new l i g h t to i t . 

As 51 understand i t , the French Commission has said that they would need 

necessarily an i n t e r v a l f o r the purpose of r e s t o r i n g t h e i r currency, balancing 

their budget, and funding t h e i r domestic debt and f i n i s h i n g up the r e s t o r a t i o n of 

their damaged areas. They represented that during that time they might be able 

to pay $40,000,000 a year as t h e i r capacity, so that as I understand i t the 



American Commission taking into consideration these representations from the 

French suggested that we make a temporary adjustment in accordance with thos 

conditions. That would give the French a time to recover. This doesn't r e a l l y 

constitute a break i n the negotiations, but is merely a recess, so that the present 

negotiations can be taken up at any time. I think the French made a very sincere 

effort to make a settlement and no doubt regret, as I think a l l of us do, that 

we weren't able to secure a f u l l and complete meeting of minds. There are one or 

two matters perhaps that might be cleared up. I think i t has heen represented 

in the press that there was a d i v i s i o n i n the American Committee or Commission, 

and perhaps that that included me. There hasn't been any d i v i s i o n i n the Com­

mission, as I understand i t , on any subject that the Commission has decided. 

1 presume i t i s very l i k e l y that some members of the Commission would favor making 

a lower settlement and some a higher settlement than others, but every question 

that has come up for decision has been decided by the unanimous action of the 

American Commission. Then there is another rather f a n c i f u l story i t seems to me 

to the effect that negotiations were broken o f f and f a i l e d to be successful on 

account of some in d i s c r e t i o n that i t was alleged of some p u b l i c i t y agent on the 

part of the French Commission. I think i f you w i l l just look at the sequence of 

events you w i l l see that that could not have been true. Just before 4:00 o'clock 

Wednesday afternoon there was a meeting between the American Subcommittee and the 

French Subcommittee, the American subcommittee consisting of Secretary Mellon, 

Senator Smoot and Mr. Crisp. It was at that time that Mr. Caillaux made h i s off e r , 

and Secretary Mellon t o l d me that he said to Mr. Caillaux that the Americans would 



submit that to their f u l l Commission but he thought i t unlikely that i t would be 

accepted, whereat the French subcommittee withdraw, the other members of the American 

Commission came in, and the American subcommittee made a unanimous report to the 

full American Commission against accepting the offer of Mr. Caillaux, and at the same 

time the plan was devised and drawn up and put on paper of accepting $40,000,000 

each year for a term of five years, and i t was at that time agreed that they would 

present to me on Thursday morning at 9:00 o'clock a plan of their offer to have the 

American Government accept $40,000,000 for fi v e years. So you w i l l see that there 

couldn't have been any newspaper indiscretion that had any effect at a l l on the 

Commission nor could i t have had any on me. There was no disagreement on the 

part of the American members and no disagreement on my part with any one of them 

or with a l l of them. It was true that Secretary Mellon arrived here a few minutes 

before the rest of the Commission did yesterday morning, but when he arrived i t was 

to t e l l me exactly what the rest of the Commission told me after they came i n . 

They hadn't been w i l l i n g to accept the French offer and proposed to make this new 

offer. Now, as I say, I think the French Commissinn made a very candid effortto 

try to make a settlement, and I think that policy may be said of the American 

Commission* I am sorry that cnnditions were such that "they couldn't agree, but i t 

seems to me that there i s very good p o s s i b i l i t y that either during this interval of 

five years or at i t s conclusion the French economic condition may be such that a 

settlement may be effected at that time. 



Friday, October 31, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I haven't any information about the proposed consolidations, I think 

that is what i s re f e r r e d to here, i n the baking companies or the bread industry, 

other than what I happened to see i n the press, so I am not q u a l i f i e d to express 

any opinion as to whether any i n v e s t i g a t i o n ought to be made or not. I assume 

that the Federal Trade Commission and the Department of J u s t i c e keep a general 

lookout on actions and a c t i v i t i e s i n the i n d u s t r i a l and commercial world to i n ­

form themselves whether any proposed actions might be a po s s i b l e v i o l a t i o n of law, 

and when i t seems that there are indications that would arouse suspicion that a 

violation of law might be i n contemplation or some one might be about to commit 

a v i o l a t i o n of law, I don't mean purposely, that they make in v e s t i g a t i o n s and 

take such remedial actions as are necessary. I assume that w i l l be done i n 

relation to the bread industry. I have seen some reference to disagreement .on 

the part of members of the Federal Trade Commission about i t . I don't know just 

what the p a r t i c u l a r s are. I suppose the Federal Trade Commission would have 

to act i n accordance with the judgment of the majority of i t s members, i s 

this something that a Senatorial r e s o l u t i o n asked to have investigated? 

Pressi L a F o l l e t t e r e s o l u t i o n . 

President: Yes. Of course I don't know the p a r t i c u l a r s i n r e l a t i o n 

to that. The Federal Trade Commission of course l i k e any other Commission i s 

established and the duties are assigned to i t by law. Now those duties can e i t h e r 

be enlarged upon or diminished by r e s o l u t i o n of the House or r e s o l u t i o n of the 
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Senate, Of course a r e s o l u t i o n of that kind doesn't have the force of law, 

I should expect that wherever the House or the Senate brought to the a t t e n t i o n of 

the Federal Trade Commission or any other Executive Department the circumstances 

that seemed to require i n v e s t i g a t i o n that i f the department had authority under 

the law to make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n i t would go ahead and make i t . Of course i f the 

Senate happened to pass a r e s o l u t i o n t e l l i n g the Interstate Commerce Commission 

to investigate the laws i n r e l a t i o n to the making or s e l l i n g of bread, why I should 

expect that Commission to say, why that i s something over which we have no 

ju r i s d i c t i o n . . There i s a broad d i s t i n c t i o n . Nov/ of course the d i s t i n c t i o n 

is narrowed down. I understood from what I had seen i n the press that the Federal 

Trade Commission was under the opinion that under the law which e s t a b l i s h e d i t , 

it hasn't any j u r i s d i c t i o n to make some i n v e s t i g a t i o n other than the Senate has 

requested. Now as I say a r e s o l u t i o n of the House and Senate can eith e r enlarge 

or diminish the powers of the Federal Trade Commission, or any other Commission, 

and they have to proceed i n accordance with what they are dir e c t e d to do under the 

law, but I should suppose i f there was an i n d i c a t i o n that there was about to be a 

violation i t would be p e r f e c t l y proper to have an i n v e s t i g a t i o n . Now, as I say, 

I haven't any personal information about the circumstances i n r e l a t i o n to the 

consolidation of d i f f e r e n t baking companies, and i t may be p e r f e c t l y obvious on 

its face that there i s n ' t any v i o l a t i o n of the law and therefore a Government 

agency i s n ' t warranted i n making any i n v e s t i g a t i o n . But i f there i s any uncertainty 

about i t , I suppose an i n v e s t i g a t i o n would be made to f i n d out whether the law i s 

being observed. 



I haven't asked f o r the resign a t i o n of D. A. Lines, the Internal 

Revenue C o l l e c t o r , State of Louisiana, and as f a r as I have knowledge the Treasury 

Department has not asked f o r i t , and I don't know that the Treasury Department 

has any information that would warrant any expectation that a r e s i g n a t i o n i s to be 

asked f o r . If there i s any report of that kind i t i s hearsay, and I think i t must 

be erroneous. 

No deci s i o n has been made yet about reconvening the A g r i c u l t u r a l Con­

ference. That i s awaiting, as I understand i t , on some members of the Conference 

conferring with d i f f e r e n t a g r i c u l t u r a l interests to see whether they think any 

further a c t i o n of the conference w i l l be h e l p f u l , and then on conference with the 

Secretary of Agri c u l t u r e who happened to be a member of the Conference to f i n d out 

whether he can not make such recommendations as w i l l be necessary i n r e l a t i o n to 

agriculture without the necessity of reconvening the Conference. 

Secretary Weeks didn't come i n to the Cabinet today, but he w i l l be 

present on Tuesday I understand, and I very much hope he w i l l be able to continue 

his duties as Secretary of War. 

I can't comment on any of the phases of the Security Pact Conference 

that i s now being held at Locarno. At Cambridge on the t h i r d of J u l y l expressed 

the general hope that a pact of that kind might be entered into on the part of 

European countries, and I am s t i l l of the opinion that that would be very h e l p f u l 

and I would be glad to r e i t e r a t e the hope that t h i s conference may be able to 

agree on the p r i n c i p l e and form of a pact of that kind. Now, as I say, as to the 



particular phases of i t and the d i f f e r e n t questions involved, I haven't any 

information that would warrant my expressing any opinion except i n the general 

hope of the success of the Conference. I think i t i s exceedingly important that 

some agreement of t h i s kind he made i n order that there may be a cessation of 

the uncertainties and the constant preparations f o r defense and the armaments 

that are going on i n Europe. 

I don't know of any proposal at the present time to amend the present 

immigration law. I think i n my message to the Congress l a s t year I suggested 

some amendments. They were made at the suggestion of the Secretary of Labor. 

I think no amendments were made l a s t year and I don't know of any change i n 

conditions that would indicate that I should take any d i f f e r e n t p o s i t i o n now than 

I did at that time. It i s quite probable that the experience of the Department 

in dealing with immigration and the administration of the law may have revealed 

some weaknesses, and may also have revealed some places where the law ought to 

be l i b e r a l i z e d . I think that the suggestions I made i n my message were for 

l i b e r a l i z i n g the law i n r e l a t i o n to the admiasion of the anelatives and members 

of the family of people that were already i n t h i s country. 

I have several i n q u i r i e s here about the Shipping Board. I don't know 

as there i s anything I can say about that at th i s time that w i l l be h e l p f u l . 

I haven't given the matter any further consideration since I returned from Omaha. 

I suppose i t i s well known that I didn't agree with the p o l i c y that the Shipping 

Board adopted. I have just made a speech on t o l e r a t i o n and perhaps that i s the 

principle that ought to be applied by the executive i n times when actions are taken 
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with which he does not agree. I don't know what my authority i s i n r e l a t i o n to 

the Shipping Board. I haven't had any advice from the Department of J u s t i c e ahout 

i t . The only ac t i o n that I should think of taking would he to f i n d out what the 

law i s and what duties are assigned to me by law and the Co n s t i t u t i o n , and t r y to 

execute those duties. It i s rather strange that Mr. Crowley would take a p o s i t i o n 

of that kind on the Shipping Board without f i r s t f i n d i n g out whether such an 

appointment was agreeable to me. That i s the general p r a c t i c e i n the reappointment 

of Bureau chiefs and executive heads i n the Departments, to f i n d out from the 

President whether the proposed action was agreeable and whether the person i t i s 

proposed to appoint i s acceptable to the President. I don't hanpen to know Mr. 

Crowley, and haven't any information about him, and wouldn't want anything - what 

I am saying - understood as c r i t i c i s i n g h i s a b i l i t y or experience i n h i s duties . 

I haven't made up my mind what action I ought to take i n r e l a t i o n to the Shipping 

Board or the administration of i t s a f f a i r s . I had c a l l e d Mr. Dalton down as an 

experienced man to make an examination, which I understood" a f t e r a conference with 

Mr. O'Connor, the Chairman,and Admiral Palmer and Admiral Benson, they were agree­

able to have him come. I think Mr. Dal ton i s going to return the f i r s t part of 

the week. I suppose that he w i l l then make an i n v e s t i g a t i o n and perhaps w i l l be 

able to advise me what can be done, i f anything, to improve the service and the 

administration of our shipping i n t e r e s t s . 

Press: Have you asked the Dept. of J u s t i c e f o r an opinion as to what 

your powers are? 

Pre s i dent: No. m r m 

u b y / 



Tuesday, October 13, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I haven't given any particular consideration to the f i l l i n g of the 

vacancy on the Shipping Board that w i l l occur when Commissioner Thompson r e t i r e s . 

I think I have had one or two l e t t e r s from Senator - i t seems as though Senator 

Harrison wrote in suggesting a name. I guess that i s the extent of what has been 

done. I imagine that I shall f i l l that vacancy. As I say, I haven't given i t 

any particular consideration and haven't any definite conclusion that I can 

announce in relation to i t . I suppose i t goes without saying that I would expect 

to f i l l the place. I don't see any reason why I shouldn't at a l l . 

Press: Will you f i l l i t before Congress convenes? 

President: Well, I can't t e l l . Sometimes i t takes quite a while to 

find a man that seems to be satisfactory. I should expect that 1 shall be able 

to find someone and f i l l the place very soon after the vacancy occurs. 

There isn't anything new that I can say about the attitude of this 

Government towards foreign lOans. It is the same now as i t has been. We have to 

consider r e a l l y each suggestion of a loan on i t s own merits, applying the general 

policy of a desire to help rebuild and restore the European countries i n a l l 

productive ways. As I have often stated, we don't think i t is good policy to 

lend money over there for military purposes. Of course we have been desirous 

of very hearty cooperation with those countries that are doing what they can to 

settle their debts with us. This Government hasn't any legal authority over the 
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making of loans, but where loans are to be floated here by public subscription 

it is the well established custom that the bankers that are undertaking to float 

such loans inquire of the State Department whether the Government knows of any 

objection. Sometimes loans are made to foreign banks by individuals here without 

a flotation and I think without making any inquiry of the Government. How the 

Government doesn't undertake to pass on whether a loan i s a good investment or a 

bad investment. That i s a matter for the individuals that are participating i n 

it to determine for themselves, and I think I may say that i t i s for foreign 

governments to determine whether the settlement of their debts here would make 

their credit better. It has been the b e l i e f of our Government that the 

liquidation of foreign debts that are due to this Government makes the credit 

of those governments who are making settlements better. That is one of the 

reasons why we think i t i s for the economic welfare of Europe to settle i t s debts 

with us. I think those countries that have settled with us, i f you w i l l examine 

the records you w i l l f i n d that their credit i s so much better that they can secure 

loans in this country at a good deal less interest rate than has to be paid by 

countries that haven't settled. 

I haven't given any particular consideration to the Shipping Board 

problem, other than to talk with Mr. Dalton who came this morning, and I went 

over the problem b r i e f l y with him. He i s going to make an investigation for me 

to see, as I have already indicated, what can be done to improve our shipping 

service. 

Here is a question about the interstate shipment of firearms and i t s 

00699 



Here i s a question about the i n t e r s t a t e shipment of firearms and i t s 

relation to crime. That i s so much a tech n i c a l question and one for experts that 

I haven't any f i n a l and s e t t l e d opinion about i t . The sale of firearms i s a 

question that I have heard discussed quite a good deal and i t i s my r e c o l l e c t i o n 

that some time during my public service i n Massachusetts some l e g i s l a t i o n was 

passed i n r e l a t i o n to i t . I do r e c a l l , while I am not so c e r t a i n about the l e g i s ­

lation, that there were frequent proposals f o r l e g i s l a t i o n . I think i t was 

finally provided that i n order to carry firearms a person must be l i c e n s e d . 

That meant that he couldn't go and buy firearms of any regular dealer without 

showing h i s l i c e n s e that was secured, I think, from the Chief of p o l i c e f o r the 

privilege of carrying firearms. How when i t comes merely to the question of sale, 

and that i s what th i s means here, the i n t e r s t a t e shipment, i t i s n ' t exactly c l e a r . 

The argument always ran up there that i f you e n t i r e l y p r o h i b i t e d the sale of 

firearms that -that would probably mean that the law abiding c i t i z e n wouldn't have 

firearms but that those who are bent on the commission of crime would secure arms 

in one way or another, and that f or that reason the law wouldn't produce the desired 

effect. Now how f a r that argument i s v a l i d i t i s d i f f i c u l t to say, and I don't 

know where there are any records or s t a t i s t i c s anywhere that would show any l i g h t 

on i t , but I should want to get the advice of p o l i c e Departments and get the facts 

from them before f i n a l l y determining whether undertaking to decrease the sale of 

firearms would be very h e l p f u l i n keeping them out of the hands of those that we 

do not wish to have them. I r e c o l l e c t - now i t comes to my mind that some case, I t h i n i 



it was in the city of Springfield, where a crime had heen committed with, as I 

recall i t , a Smith and Weston revolver, but when they went to the Smith and Weston 

people to find out where that revolver had been originally sold they found that 

their records disclosed i t had been sold to the Russian Government. Probably the 

revolver had gone over there and fallen into other hands and been sold and brought 

back here, I merely mention that as an example of the di f f i c u l t y of keeping f i r e ­

arms out of improper hands by an attempt to limit the sale and transportation, 

though i t doesn't at a l l follow that such a limitation might not be helpful. 

I am not enough familiar with the records or statistics, i f there are any, to say 

what would be the ultimate result. 

You already have the information that Secretary Weeks is retiring. 

I am giving out a letter that he wrote to me and the letter that I wrote to him. 

As I looked over the letter that I had prepared to send to him, I was rather 

conscious that i t didn't seem adequately to express the appreciation that I feel 

of the great service that he has rendered to his country. I have noted in the 

letter that one of the f i r s t times I ever saw him, I think probably the f i r s t time, 

was 21 years ago justabout now. Ee came to Northampton to make an address in 

the state campaign. Of course that was out of his distr i c t , but that was the 

first time that he was running for Congress. He was elected, I think, and was 

in the House for 10 years, then in the Senate for 6 years, and has been nearly 

5 years a member of the Cabinet. I have had the most sincere cooperation from 

him in my effort to reduce expenditures and make the War Department an effective 
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instrument for defense. Of course since the two years that I have had ?forat j u r i s ­

diction over the budget I do not think expenditures have been reduced very much 

in the War Department, but that was due to the fact that on account of his broad 

business experience he had already put the War Department on a sound economic 

basis. I am parting with him with the frery greatest of regret, not only because 

he i s a public o f f i c i a l of great merit and great value to the Government, but 

because of my long acquaintance and great friendship with him. I am very much 

pleased to know that there i s every indication that he w i l l e n t i r e l y recover 

his health, i t seems to be a matter of si x months more, and he didn't f e e l f o r 

that reason that he could continue as Secretary of War. I hoped a l l summer that he 

might, as I have often.indicated at the conference. I f e e l a great s a t i s f a c t i o n 

at having a man of the a b i l i t y of Assistant Secretary of War Davis i n the Depart­

ment, whom I have decided to appoint as Secretary of War. I haven't yet decided 

to appoint as Assistant Secretary of War. 



F r i d a y , October 16, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I haven't i n d i c a t e d to Secretary Jardine or any one e l s e that I should 

oppose appropriations on the part of the Federal Government f o r a i d i n b u i l d i n g 

roads i n the s t a t e s . This year the Na t i o n a l Government has expended $170,000,000 

for that purpose and i t i s a very l a r g e amount to spend i n one year. I don't l i k e 

the p o l i c y very w e l l of 50-50 expenditures. I t has a tendency to encourage the 

states i n t o expenditures that they wouldn't otherwise make and which perhaps they 

• do not wish to make at that time on the theory that i f they don't make the 

expenditure i t w i l l be made by some other s t a t e . I want to keep expenditures 

of that k i n d w i t h i n balance, but we have adopted the p o l i c y of a i d i n g i n road 

building and expect i t w i l l continue. I t h i n k we ought to put our.main expenditures 

onto the main l i n e s of t r a v e l , r a t h e r than onto side l i n e s , or l o c a l l i n e s . 

These expenditures are made under the post road theory and the post road p r o v i s i o n 

of the c o n s t i t u t i o n . I t h i n k that i s the only j u s t i f i c a t i o n f o r them. I t i s 

somewhat a s t r e t c h i n g of that p r o v i s i o n to make a good many of these roads that 

I do not suppose were post roads at a l l , but nobody i s r a i s i n g any question. The 

Government i s committed to t h i s p o l i c y and I am agreeable to having the Govern­

ment expend a reasonable sum, but i t must be kep^ w i t h i n bounds and used f o r 

few roads. 

Press: Did you say the expenditure t h i s year was #170,000,000? 

President: Yes. That i s an accumulation of past contracts that matured 

this year, #170,000,000. 



2. 

Press: Wasn't that f o r a d e f i n i t e p e r i o d of years? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , I say i t i s an accumulation. 

Press: I t seems to 'me that the law provides f o r a f i v e year c o n s t r u c t i o n 

program? 

President: W e l l , about that I don't know. I t h i n k the p r o v i s i o n of the 

law i s that when the s t a t e b u i l d s c e r t a i n roads and pays out c e r t a i n moneys that 

the United States Government w i l l reimburse them, and i t happened that these 
not 

reimbursements a l l came due during the present year. They w e r e / a l l f o r co n t r a c t s 

made during the present year of course, but the accumulation of co n t r a c t s that 

had been maturing and which f i n a l l y d i d mature t h i s y e a r . 

Here i s a question about the merger of the Ward, Continental and other 

large baking companies. I t says that a complaint of the Federal Trade Commission 

against t h i s merger has been lodged with the Department of J u s t i c e . I haven't 

any s p e c i f i c information about t h a t . I didn't know that the Federal Trade Com­

mission had made such a f i n d i n g . I somewhat doubt whether they have from a l l 

that I have heard, but i t i s p o s s i b l e they have. I f they have made such a f i n d i n g , 

I suppose i t goes without saying that the Department of J u s t i c e w i l l take the 

complaint i n due course of i t s business and press i t to a co n c l u s i o n . 

I have q u i t e a number of i n q u i r i e s here about the s e c u r i t y pact. A l l 

that I know about the s i t u a t i o n i n Tacna A r i c a would he c h a r a c t e r i z e d by the 

statement that while they are having some d i f f i c u l t i e s i n working out the h o l d i n g 

of the p l e b e c i t e , yet I t h i n k those d i f f i c u l t i e s are being d i s s i p a t e d . There 

was some trouble that arose over the Boundary Commission, but that was adjusted 



and the Boundary Commission i s proceeding i n the discharge of i t s d u t i e s , and 

while I know that some questions have a r i s e n i n r e l a t i o n to the h o l d i n g of the 

plebeoite, i n which General Pershing i s the American Commissioner, I t h i n k a l s o 

those d i f f i c u l t i e s are being s t r a i g h t e n e d out and the p l e b e o i t e w i l l go on a l l 

right. I t i s exceedingly important that i t should, and so important to both 

Chile and Peru and important to the whole South American s i t u a t i o n , because a 

failure would be very s e r i o u s , that I can't conceive of i t s breaking down and 

fa i l i n g to reach a f i n a l adjustment. I t h i n k both C h i l e and Peru w i l l r e a l i z e 

the necessity of making necessary adjustments i n order that the p l e b e c i t e might 

proceed and t h i s question that has heen pending f o r 40 years and which was f i n a l l y 

left to the President of the United States as a r b i t r a t o r may have a f i n a l con­

clusion. 

I haven't any information about the s i t u a t i o n i n Indiana. Of course 

I know that Senator R a l s t o n has died and that that w i l l make necessary the appoint­

ment of a successor, which I had assumed from what I had seen i n the press could 

be done by the Governor under the laws they have. 

I haven't any new information about Russia. I have a question here 

from which apparently a word has heen l e f t out. "Reports from Russia say that 

the Soviet Government has announced that i t s debt to the United S t a t e s " - I sup­

pose that t h i s has been l e f t o u f a n d w i l l he adjusted" or something of that 

kind -

Press: "Recognized". 

President: Yes, recognized. I haven't any information about t h a t . 



That was one of the c o n d i t i o n s that we had l a i d down as you w i l l r e c a l l that 

didn't r e q u i r e any a c t i o n on our p a r t , t h a t they should revoke the order t h a t they 

issued by which they had r e f u s e d t o recognize the debt t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

If they have done t h a t , that i s ver y i n t e r e s t i n g i n f o r m a t i o n . I don't know about 

i t . 

As I have s a i d , I have s e v e r a l i n q u i r i e s hereabout the pact that has 

been signed a t Locarno* Quite n a t u r a l l y we haven't yet the o f f i c i a l r e p o r t and 

I don't know whether we have a very accurate r e p o r t o f j u s t what the document 

contains* I f i t i s what I understand i t to be, the s e c u r i t y pact between between 

the great n a t i o n s , I regard i t as one o f the most important events that have 

occurred s i n c e the adoption of the Dawes P l a n * I t h i n k the adoption o f th a t p l a n 

was the f i r s t i n s t a n c e o f the i n t e r e s t e d n a t i o n s b e i n g a b l e to make any agreement 

for a v e r y l o n g time previous to that, I t h i n k running back p r a c t i c a l l y to the 

signing of the peace t r e a t i e s . Now t h i s has i n d i c a t e d that they can agree on 

other very important and m a t e r i a l t h i n g s * This ought to be what i t purports t o 

be - a r e a l covenant of s e c u r i t y t h a t w i l l r e l i e v e France and I t a l / y , Great 

B r i t a i n and Belgium, and a l s o d e f i n i t e l y commits Germany to a peace program* 

I suppose i t goes without saying that we understood that that had a l r e a d y been 

done before, but to have an agreement of t h i s k i n d i n which a l l those n a t i o n s 

were able to j o i n i s an accomplishment o f value that i t i s almost unable t o 

estimate. I t h i n k i t w i l l have a very b e n e f i c i a l r e s u l t on the f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n . 

It ought to r e l i e v e those c o u n t r i e s of the n e c e s s i t y o f m a i n t a i n i n g great arma­

ments and I should expect i t would have a very h e l p f u l e f f e c t on the proposal 
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to have a Disarmament Conference i n t h i s country. As I say, I can't he c e r t a i n 

about that u n t i l I have seen the o f f i c i a l t e x t , but i t a l l works i n that d i r e c t i o n . 

We have had the Dawes p l a n . Ww have had the conference at P a r i s of the representa­

tives of those governments over there. They were able to agree. We have had the 

settlement of a good many European debts to t h i s country. We have had the p u t t i n g 

into operation of the Reparations P l a n . And a l l of these things are I t h i n k a most 

helpful and promising accomplishment. I t i n d i c a t e s step by step a very remarkable 

progress that i s being made, and I can't t h i n k of anything that would he of a more 

hopeful nature and h o l d out more promise of b e n e f i t to the world i n general than 

action of t h i s k i n d . 



Tuesday, October 20, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I have s e v e r a l questions here r e l a t i n g to an Arras Conference, r a t h e r 

a L i m i t a t i o n o f Arms Conference. These are h y p o t h e t i c a l questions and I don't 

want to undertake to commit the Government i n any way i n advance of s p e c i f i c 

questions. 1 t h i n k I can repeat what I s a i d at the l a s t conference - th a t i t was 

exceedingly g r a t i f y i n g to have the European na t i o n s make the agreements which 

they made at Locarno. The Department was expecting to r e c e i v e the t e x t today -

I think they are p u b l i s h e d . I have conferred w i t h S e c r e t a r y K e l l o g g about them 

and he w i l l make, or have made, a c a r e f u l a n a l y s i s and study o f them i n the Depart­

ment. At the time the Dawes p l a n was entered i n t o i t was thought necessary to 

secure the a c t i v e c o o p e r a t i o n o f American c i t i z e n s i n order to reach an agree­

ment, but the great outstanding f a c t there was that an agreement was f i n a l l y made. 

This Locarno agreement i s a step i n advance of t h a t , and a s i d e from the d e t a i l s 

of the agreement i t seems to me that the great o u t s t a n d i n g and s a t i s f y i n g f a c t 

is that i t i s a very c l e a r i n d i c a t i o n that p u b l i c o p i n i o n i n Europe has become 

s u f f i c i e n t l y s e t t l e d that the s u s p i c i o n s and hatreds t h a t were generated by the 

war have been s u f f i c i e n t l y d i s s i p a t e d so that the a c t u a l p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s 

of the governments were ab l e to get together and make an important agreement o f 

this k i n d . I should perhaps have s a i d when I was speaking o f the Dawes agree­

ment that one of the fundamental things about that was th a t i t was not made by the 

p o l i t i c a l r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f the governments a t that time, but was made by experts 

that were c a l l e d i n that d i d n ' t have any p o l i t i c a l c o n s i d e r a t i o n s a t stake. I t 



seems t o me the p r e s e n t agreement i s e x c e e d i n g l y encouraging on account o f t h a t 

feature. Of course I r e g a r d i t a l s o as e n c o u r a g i n g on account o f what i t has 

done. I t has been w e l l s a i d t h a t i t i s perhaps the most im p o r t a n t a c t i o n t a k e n 

in Europe s i n c e the s i g n i n g o f the A r m i s t i c e . Now, I had been w a i t i n g f o r some­

thing o f t h a t k i n d b e f o r e t a k i n g any a c t i v e s t e p s about c o n s i d e r i n g t h e c a l l i n g 

of a Disarmament Conference a t Washington. I t h i n k I t o l d t he newspaper con­

ference some time ago t h a t a v e r y l a r g e p a r t o f the c o n s i d e r a t i o n s t h a t have 

come b e f o r e a Disarmament Conference r e l a t e p e c u l i a r l y and almost e n t i r e l y t o 

Europe. That would be so i n r e l a t i o n t o any l a n d disarmament. We have reduced 

our l a n d f o r c e s so t h a t t h a t i s n ' t an American q u e s t i o n , and w h i l e I would l i k e 

to have an Arms Conference here because i t c o u l d i n c l u d e b o t h l a n d and n a v a l 

forces, y e t I wouldn't want t o take any s t e p t h a t would be c o n s t r u e d or i n 

ef f e c t embarrass the European n a t i o n s i n s o l v i n g t h e i r own problems o f l a n d 

disarmament. I wouldn't want t o make the s l i g h t e s t c r i t i c i s m o f any a c t i o n they 

were t a k i n g t h a t p o i n t e d i n t h a t d i r e c t i o n , o r have our Government say or do 

anything t h a t would i n the s l i g h t e s t way embarrass the b r i n g i n g o f t h a t p r o p o s a l 

to a s u c c e s s f u l c o n c l u s i o n . Now t h a t i s about the o n l y a t t i t u d e I can express a t 

the p r e s e n t time. I t i s p o s s i b l e f o r the European n a t i o n s t o ji h o l d a Disarmament 

Conference t h a t t o my mind would be e x c e e d i n g l y u s e f u l , and which might make 

agreements t h a t would be o f g r e a t b e n e f i t not o n l y t o the Euro-nean n a t i o n s but t o 

a l l the w o r l d . I f they can do t h a t I hope v e r y much t h a t they w i l l . I f the 

question o f n a v a l l i m i t a t i o n s i s t o be c o n s i d e r e d , then I suppose i t would be 
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necessary to include America, and i t was for that special reason that I thought 

there would be greater hope of reaching a successful conclusion i f an Arms 

Conference was held in this country. But I can't answer those questions in 

advance of whether we are going to have a conference here, whether we would 

attend a conference abroad, u n t i l specific proposals have been made. When they 

are made, why then we w i l l see whether i t i s best to accept them. Nor can I say 

whether we should want to c a l l a conference here u n t i l there has been a 

preliminary sounding out of nations i t would be proposed to invi t e , in order to 

find out whether such a proposal was agreeable to them. I might restate too the 

well known and what I hope i s becoming the h i s t o r i c attitude of our Government, 

of desiring to do everything that we can,without jeopardizing our own interests, 

to help the European situation. We have realized a l l along that i t would be 

useless to have any thought over there that there must be a constant reliance 

on us. I think I have stated in some of my addresses that we couldn't help 

people very much u n t i l they showed a disposition to help themselves. I think 

that disposition is becoming more and more apparent abroad every day, and i t 

is a r i s i n g of a condition that i s exceedingly g r a t i f y i n g to those that want to 

help and those that want to see the European situation progressively developed. 

I haven't any information about any proposed action by the War Depart­

ment in relation to Colonel Mitchell, and any information that i s to be given out 

about that would come from them. 

I haven't made any statement or taken any action r e l a t i v e to a further 



extension of leave to General Butler* I think you are a l l familiar with the 

letter that I sent to the Mayor about a year ago and its contents. I don't feel 

called on to make any statement about i t or take any further action until the 

Mayor has acted. 

These inquiries seem to be pretty much a l l in relationto the situation 

abroad which I have discussed, and the leave of General Butler which I think I 

have covered. If you want to have any more information about that why consult 

my letter which was made public about a year ago. 



Mr. W e l l i v e r , Judson C« W e l l i v e r , who i s as you know a former newspaper 

man of a good many years s t a n d i n g has r e c e i v e d so much b e t t e r o f f e r f o r h i s 

services than we can pay here t h a t he i s going to take up - I was going to say 

another occupation, but i t i s somewhat s i m i l a r as I understand i t . I t h i n k he 

is going w i t h a Petroleum A s s o c i a t i o n . I am not j u s t sure what the l e g a l or 

correct t i t l e of the A s s o c i a t i o n i s . He has been here ever s i n c e I have been here 

of course, and I t h i n k came here when P r e s i d e n t Harding d i d , coming i n from the 

Press G a l l e r y . He i s a man of very wide experience i n p u b l i c a f f a i r s and of 

very broad i n f o r m a t i o n . We found him e s p e c i a l l y v a l u a b l e here, and of course 

I am exceedingly s o r r y that he i s not going to s t a y . He shares w i t h me th a t 

• 

personal f e e l i n g , although the o f f e r he has r e c e i v e d i s so much b e t t e r t h a t 

I couldn't c o n s c i e n t i o u s l y ask him to s t a y here f o r so much l e s s remuneration 

than he i s to r e c e i v e . We have about 2,000 l e t t e r s coming i n t o the o f f i c e every 

day making i n q u i r i e s about a l l s o r t s of c o n d i t i o n s and t h i n g s , and the wide 

information he has has been e s p e c i a l l y h e l p f u l , because he has had the answering 

of a very l a r g e amount of that m a i l . I found him e s p e c i a l l y h e l p f u l i n g e t t i n g 

information from the d i f f e r e n t departments on any qu e s t i o n t h a t I have under 

consideration. As I say, I am exceedingly s o r r y that he i s going, though I 

think perhaps that the work he i s going to undertake i s q u i t e important and has 

a p u b l i c angle to i t . 

Press* Would you mind our a s k i n g i f there i s a successor i n s i g h t 
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to Mr. W e l l i v e r ? 

I don't know y e t . I haven't f i n a l l y determined on any one. 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the K a r o l y i case other than what has 

already been put i n the p r e s s . I assume t h a t the S t a t e Department i s merely 

attempting to a d m i n i s t e r the law and take such a c t i o n as i t t h i n k s i s necessary 

to p r o t e c t American i n t e r e s t s . 

I have here an i n t e r e s t i n g s u g g e s t i o n about the Unknown S o l d i e r ' s 

tomb a t A r l i n g t o n . 1 suppose t h a t the present monument which i s t h e r e , a l t h o u g h 

i t i s v e r y b e a u t i f u l i n i t s s i m p l i c i t y , i s not c o n s i d e r e d t o be complete. 

I r e c a l l g o i n g over there a t one time to l o o k a t a proposed a d d i t i o n to i t , but 

that d i d n ' t prove to be a s a t i s f a c t o r y d e s i g n , though I t h i n k i t had the 

approbation of the Pine A r t s Commission. I t was an a d d i t i o n to the p r e s e n t monu­

ment there that i s not q u i t e so h i g h as t h i s room, but n e a r l y as h i g h , and 

a f t e r c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n I know t h a t S e c r e t a r y Weeks d i d n ' t t h i n k i t was 

appropriate and d i d n ' t approve that d e s i g n . I don't know whether there i s any 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n that i s a v a i l a b l e f o r any a d d i t i o n s or not. I have o f t e n thought 

about i t and t a l k e d about i t w i t h v a r i o u s people, but the r e a l reason t h a t 

nothing f u r t h e r has been done i s because no d e s i g n has ever p r e s e n t e d jt^ji i t s e l f 

that appeared to be a p p r o p r i a t e . How, the s u g g e s t i o n i n t h i s q u e s t i o n i s t h a t 

there i s a l a c k of m i l i t a r y guard. There i s a m i l i t a r y guard a t A r l i n g t o n 

a l l the time d u r i n g the day, a superintendent and some guards. The gates a r e 

closed and A r l i n g t o n i s c l o s e d I t h i n k a t 6j00 i n the evening. A f t e r t h a t , I 



suppose there i s n ' t any guard. That too has occurred to me, but as I thought i t 

over I s a i d to myself, what reason would there be f o r p l a c i n g a guard there 

other than that would be such as to require p l a c i n g a guard at the b u r i a l place 

of the distinguished s o l d i e r s and s a i l o r s that l i e i n Arlington? There are many 

Admirals and Generals there. While t h i s unknown s o l d i e r i s representative, 

I suppose the other b u r i a l s that have been made there are also representative. 

I don't know that there i s any danger of any interference with t h i s monument 

or interment any more than there i s with any other. I suppose the reason that 

there hasn't been a general guard i s that the guard that i s there has seemed 

to be s u f f i c i e n t , so that nothing has been done i n that respect. I t would make 

a very good appearance i f a s o l d i e r and s a i l o r and perhaps a marine were located 

there a l l the time, but aside from the appearance I don't see that i t would be 

of any other value. The gates close at 6:00 o'clock. There are three guards 

there during the day, stationed at the Olympic Theatre, a superintendent and an 

assistant superintendent. I don't r e c a l l that there i s anything that I wanted 

to volunteer to the conference. 



I haven't had brought t o my a t t e n t i o n any p r o p o s a l f o r l e g i s l a t i o n t o 

governmental age n c i e s to purchase a l l s u p p l i e s i n the domestic market whenever the 

commodity i s a v a i l a b l e . There i s what I should t h i n k would be a w e l l r e c o g n i z e d 

rule of procedure i n r e l a t i o n to t h a t w h ich might be put i n t o l e g i s l a t i o n , though 

I s c a r c e l y see any n e c e s s i t y f o r i t . The d i f f i c u l t y w i t h l e g i s l a t i o n of t h a t k i n d 

always a r i s e s when some unforeseen c o n t i n g e n c y comes up t h a t makes i t d e s i r a b l e to 

have an e x c e p t i o n to i t . T h i s ought to be p r e t t y much i n the d i s c r e t i o n o f the 

purchasing agencies and the p u r c h a s i n g a g e n c i e s ought to f a v o r our l o c a l markets. 

But t h e r e a r e times when we might want to make an e x c e p t i o n . Supposing t h e r e was 

a great s c a r c i t y so t h a t the p r i c e o f a commodity of which the Army o r the Navy 

use a v e r y l a r g e amount, i s v e r y h i g h , then the p u r c h a s i n g agents i n those d e p a r t ­

ments I should t h i n k would need to g i v e a l i t t l e c o n s i d e r a t i o n as to whether th e y 

want to go i n t o the domestic market here and take out a c o n s i d e r a b l e s u p p l y 

which might r a i s e the p r i c e o f a n e c e s s a r y o f l i f e v e r y c o n s i d e r a b l y to those t h a t 

are not v e r y w e l l a b l e to meet i t , o r whether i t wouldn't be b e t t e r on an o c c a s i o n 

of that k i n d to secure a s u p p l y abroad. The law as i t i s now, as I u n d e r s t a n d i t , 

requires the Government t o secure c o m p e t i t i v e b i d s . There a r e e x c e p t i o n s to t h a t , 

but t h a t i s the g e n e r a l r u l e and sometimes i t i s a q u e s t i o n r a t h e r h a r d t o d e c i d e 

of a c o m p e t i t i v e b i d , whether they s h a l l purchase abroad because the p r i c e i s a 

l i t t l e l o w er o r whether they s h a l l purchase i n t h i s market, n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g the 

price i s a l i t t l e h i g h e r . I r a t h e r t h i n k i t ought to be p o s s i b l e f o r the heads 



of our g r e a t departments to use t h e i r judgment about those t h i n g s , but always on 

the p o l i c y o f g i v i n g our own merchants the advantage, f i r s t chance. And o f t e n t i m e s 

i t has seemed d e s i r a b l e to purchase i n the home markets even when the p r i c e s were 

a l i t t l e h i g h e r . But I wouldn't want to put the home markets i n the p o s i t i o n 

where they c o u l d a b s o l u t e l y i n s i s t t h a t the Government s h o u l d n e c e s s a r i l y purchase 

of them. I don't know as I have made t h a t v e r y p l a i n . I t h i n k perhaps you can 

get the d r i f t of my remarks. 

I haven't any o f the d e t a i l s o f what i s s a i d t o be here the r e s i g n a t i o n 

of the F r e n c h C a b i n e t , so t h a t I don't know enough about the grounds f o r the 

r e s i g n a t i o n so t h a t I would be a b l e t o express any o p i n i o n as t o whether i t would 

have any i n f l u e n c e on the r a t i f i c a t i o n o f the f i v e y e a r debt s e t t l e m e n t . I s h o u l d 

think i t would be v e r y s t r a n g e i f the Cab i n e t had gone out on t h a t i s s u e . I f i t 

hasn't gone out on t h a t i s s u e , I s h o u l d n ' t suppose i t would p r o b a b l y make v e r y 

much d i f f e r e n c e . 

I haven't changed my o p i n i o n about the v a l u e o f the Locarno p a c t s . 

I am not e x p r e s s i n g an o p i n i o n about the d e t a i l s of them. Perhaps t h a t would be 

not e n t i r e l y a p p r o p r i a t e , because i t i s a ma t t e r a f f e c t i n g the governments abroad* 

I was o n l y e x p r e s s i n g my o p i n i o n as to the d e s i r a b i l i t y o f the broad p o l i c y and 

p r i n c i p l e i n v o l v e d and my g r e a t s a t i s f a c t i o n t h a t the d i r e c t r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s o f 

the governments t h a t a r e i n t e r e s t e d have been a b l e t o make agreements of t h i s k i n d . 

I would supplement t h a t o f course by the statement o f my fyf b e l i e f t h a t a s e c u r i t y 

pact w i l l be o f g r e a t advantage t o Europe and t h a t t h i s Government i s v e r y 



sympathetic w i t h e v e r y e f f o r t to s e c u r e the a d o p t i o n o f p a c t s o f t h a t k i n d . Now, 

i t i s w e l l known t h a t i n n e g o t i a t i o n s t h e r e have t o be compromises and c o n c e s s i o n s . 

It i s a m a t t e r o f g i v e and t a k e . I t h i n k i t i s v e r y seldom, and almost n e v e r , 

that any one government, e s p e c i a l l y where as many a r e i n t e r e s t e d as a r e i n t e r e s t e d 

in t h i s p r o p o s i t i o n , e v e r s e c u r e s e x a c t l y what i t w o u l d l i k e t o s e c u r e , and o f 

coursethat would be the case w i t h t he Locarno n e g o t i a t i o n s , b u t I t h i n k i t i s v e r y 

important t h a t the p r o p o s a l s t h a t have been made t h e r e s h o u l d be r a t i f i e d . Prom 

such i n f o r m a t i o n a s has come t o me, I t h i n k the p r o s p e c t o f r a t i f i c a t i o n i s most 

encouraging. 

I h e s i t a t e t o say much o f a n y t h i n g about the I t a l i a n d e b t , t he same as 

I have h e s i t a t e d t o d i s c u s s d e b t s when n e g o t i a t i o n s were a p p r o a c h i n g o r p e n d i n g , 

because the l a w has put the n e g o t i a t i o n i n the hands o f t h e Debt Commission and 

they a r e r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t and t h e r e would be danger i f I began any d i s c u s s i o n 

of i t t h a t i t might p r o v e an embarrassment. I don't see any harm though, i n sa y ­

ing t h a t I have been i n f o r m e d by a l l q u a r t e r s t h a t the p e r s o n n e l o f the I t a l i a n 

Debt Commission i s e x c e e d i n g l y h i g h . Our Ambassador t o I t a l y , Mr. F l e t c h e r , was 

in here t h i s morning and spoke i n the h i g h e s t terms o f the members o f t h e I t a l i a n 

Commission t h a t have come h e r e . As t o what terms ought t o be made, I c o u l d n ' t 

express any o p i n i o n about t h a t . The o n l y terms t h a t t h i s c o u n t r y has any - our 

Commission have any r i g h t t o s e t t l e on a r e the terms l a i d down by the l a w w h i c h 

e s t a b l i s h e d the Commission and the B r i t i s h s e t t l e m e n t made. 

I t h i n k p r o g r e s s i s b e i n g made toward the h o l d i n g o f the T a c n a - A r i c a 

p l e b e c i t e . There have been some q u e s t i o n s o f c o u r s e t h a t n a t u r a l l y a r o s e as t o 

00717 



the best method of procedure and d i f f e r e n c e s of o p i n i o n , which a p p a r e n t l y have 

been g r a d u a l l y e l i m i n a t e d . I don't understand t h a t a l l the d e t a i l s have y e t been 

agreed t o , but because o f the grea t importance o f h a v i n g t h i s s e t t l e m e n t made 

I have f e l t t h a t I was warranted i n b e i n g encouraged to the e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t they 

would reach an agreement. I speak now of the members o f the Commission who are 

representing the U n i t e d S t a t e s , one r e p r e s e n t i n g C h i l e and one r e p r e s e n t i n g P e r u . 

I t h i n k they w i l l reach an agreement. Because o f the grea t importance o f t h i s 

question, I can't conceive, when there i s a chance to a d j u s t a d i f f e r e n c e t h a t 

has e x i s t e d f o r between 40 and 50 y e a r s , t h a t the governments i n v o l v e d would f a i l 

to make the necessary concessions and adjustments so t h a t they might get a f i n a l 

d e c i s i o n . 

I am e x p e c t i n g to a t t e n d the New York S t a t e Chamber o f Commerce banquet 

on the 19th o f November. 

There i s n ' t a n y t h i n g new th a t has developed i n r e l a t i o n t o the reorgan­

i z a t i o n o f the F e d e r a l Departments. I am committed to the b i l l t h a t has been 

proposed, known as the Smoot B i l l . I would very much l i k e to see t h a t taken up 

and passed and my d e s i r e s about a P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s b i l l a r e the same as they have 

been. I t h i n k we ought to have p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s i n Washington and t h a t we ought 

to have a p r o v i s i o n here f o r the b e g i n n i n g of a p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s program. I n the 

end we w i l l save enough money i n r e n t s to very w e l l meet the requirements and 

secure very much b e t t e r h o u sing of our d i f f e r e n t departments. I w i l l be w i l l i n g 

to approve o f a gen e r a l p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s b i l l s i m i l a r to t h a t which was i n t r o -
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duced a t the l a s t s e s s i o n and which went through the House and I t h i n k f a i l e d i n 

the Senate. I am not i n f a v o r o f the k i n d o f a b i l l t h a t i s u s u a l l y r e f e r r e d t o 

as a p o r k b a r r e l b i l l . I use t h a t phrase because i t i s w e l l known and e s t a b l i s h e d 

and I h e s i t a t e a l i t t l e t o t r y to produce a phrase which means the same t h i n g . 

P r e s s : Do you f a v o r lump sum a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r the p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s o r 

would you say an i t e m by i t e m b i l l ? 

P r e s i d e n t : I t h i n k a lump sura b i l l would be b e t t e r . That i s the one t h a t 

went through the house. 

P r e s s j Who would have charge of expending the money, the C h i e f A r c h i ­

t e c t o r t h e P o s t m a s t e r General? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , I don't know where the h a n d l i n g o f the money ought to 

be p l a c e d . I would want t o t h i n k t h a t over a l i t t l e , but I r a t h e r t h i n k i t was 

the S e c r e t a r y of the T r e a s u r y . 

P r e s s : S e c r e t a r y o f the T r e a s u r y , yes the C h i e f A r c h i t e c t i s i n the 

Treasury Department. 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l any o f the r e s p o n s i b l e heads o f departments l i k e t h a t 

I s h o u l d t h i n k would be capable o f making an e x p e n d i t u r e o f $150,000,000 which would 

be a c c e p t a b l e . 

I was v e r y much i n t e r e s t e d i n s e e i n g a number o f Governors and r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e s o f s t a t e governments t h a t have been coming up b e f o r e the Committee on 

Finance -

P r e s s : Ways and Means, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . 



P r e s i d e n t : Yes, Ways and Means, t o g i v e t h e i r views ahout a proposed t a x 

reduction* They seem t o f a v o r a v e r y m a t e r i a l r e d u c t i o n o r perhaps an a b o l i t i o n 

of taxes on s t a t e s , which we sometimes c a l l an i n h e r i t e n c e t a x . Of c o u r s e i f t a x e s 

of that n a t u r e , w h ich i s a v e r y good argument to l e a v e t o the s t a t e s to employ, a r e 

l e f t t h e r e , why then t h e r e would be the same reason f o r a s k i n g them t o t a k e up more 

f u l l y perhaps the s t a t e r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s . The U n i t e d S t a t e s Government has t a k e n 

over and o f f t h e i r s h o u l d e r s q u t t e a number o f items and i n o r d e r to meet t h e i r 

expenditures o f course they have had to r e s o r t t o sources o f revenue t h a t I r a t h e r 

think ought to be l e f t t o the s t a t e s . I t h i n k i t would be b e t t e r 4 f the s t a t e s get 

t h e i r own sources o f revenue and make t h e i r own d e c i s i o n about e x p e n d i t u r e s , r a t h e r 

than f o r Congress to undertake to say t h a t the s t a t e s ought to spend so much money 

and i f they do why then the N a t i o n a l Government ought t o make q u i t e a l a r g e c o n t r i ­

bution towards i t . Of c o u r se t h e r e perhaps i s n ' t any h a r d and f a s t r u l e t h a t can 

be adopted i n t h a t r e s p e c t and we have t o do what i s p r a c t i c a l . We want to get 

the c o u n t r y employee^ and the b u s i n e s s o f s o c i e t y done, whether i t happens to be 

done by the s t a t e s o r the N a t i o n a l Government, but I want to l e a v e as much o f i t 

as p o s s i b l e to the s t a t e s because they a r e on the ground, they know the s i t u a t i o n , 

t h e i r people know what they want, and i n the end we are l i k e l y to g e t more s a t i s ­

f a c t o r y r e s u l t s by d o i n g i t t h a t way then by u n d e r t a k i n g t o c e n t r a l i z e too much o f 

i t i n Washington. 

P r e s s : Have you i n mind the m a t t e r o f r o a d c o n s t r u c t i o n ? 

P r e s i d e n t : That would he one example o f i t . I am not p r o p o s i n g t h a t the 



United S t a t e s Government should attempt to withdraw e n t i r e l y from h e l p i n g to 

construct roads. I don't want to see i t e n l a r g e d , and I would l i k e to see i t kept 

to the main p a t h s , main a r t e r i e s , of commerce, r a t h e r than take up t h i n g s t h a t 

are p u r e l y l o c a l . Of course those main highways t h a t m i n i s t e r t o i n t e r s t a t e 

commerce, the i n t e r s t a t e c a r t i n g , t h e r e i s q u i t e a s t r o n g argument t h a t can be 

made i n f a v o r o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government h e l p i n g about t h a t , but I don't 

want t o t r y to go too f a s t about i t . I t h i n k t h a t the example of Massachusetts 

which has a very good road system i s a good one. They began t h e i r work In harden­

ing the s u r f a c e of the roads about 1890. They set up a s t a t e highway commission 

and have been 35 years p u t t i n g i n a system of roads up t h e r e , which i s an 

i n d i c a t i o n that roads can be b u i l t w i t h o u t unduly burdening the t a x p a y e r s . Of 

course I am not u n d e r t a k i n g to compare Massachusetts w i t h s p a r s e l y s e t t l e d states, 

and there are s t a t e s where we have a great d e a l of F e d e r a l domain, government 

land. Now i n those s t a t e s i t i s no more than f a i r t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

Government shou l d h e l p to bear p a r t of the burdens. Those s t a t e s o f enormous 

t e r r i t o r y and enormous road mileage, the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government ought to a s s i s t 

in cases of t h a t k i n d . But I don't want to see t h a t p r o p o s i t i o n get away from 

us, or see the U n i t e d S t a t e s Government loaded up w i t h a l o t of o t h e r p r o p o s i t i o n s 

of that k i n d , because i t wont be so good f o r the people i n the end as i t w i l l t o 

try and work out t h e i r own problems as they a r i s e i n t h e i r /jD7 own l o c a l i t i e s . 



I haven't had a chance to see the new Chamber o f Music t h a t has j u s t 

been d e d i c a t e d t o the L i b r a r y o f Congress. I was i n v i t e d to go up the r e t o a con­

cert t h a t was h e l d the n i g h t b e f o r e l a s t , but I had o t h e r t h i n g s t o do, so 1 can't 

comment on the g i f t other than to make a statement o f g r a t e f u l acknowledgment f o r 

the g e n e r o s i t y that has bestowed t h a t improvement. I understood from Mr. Moore, 

Chairman of the F i n e A r t s Commission, t h a t i t i s a v e r y g r e a t a d d i t i o n t o the 

b u i l d i n g up t h e r e . 

I have s e v e r a l i n q u i r i e s here about the t r i a l o f C o l o n e l M i t c h e l l . 

I don't care to comment on t h a t w h i l e i t i s b e f o r e the Court o f I n q u i r y . That 

w i l l f o l l o w my course i n r e l a t i o n t o m a t t e r s t h a t a r e up b e f o r e a c o u r t . 

Here i s an i n q u i r y about A t t o r n e y General Sargent. A p p a r e n t l y the 

press hasn't got the g r e a t news t h a t I r e c e i v e d l a s t Saturday n i g h t t h a t he had 

become the g r a n d f a t h e r o f another, granddaughter. I f there was any mystery i n 

the reason f o r h i s g o i n g t o Vermont I t h i n k t h a t perhaps 'explains i t . I knew 

that t h a t was the reason he went upthere. F o r c e r t a i n p e r s o n a l reasons, perhaps, 

he d i d n ' t r e v e a l i t t o the bress b e f o r e the event, and I t h i n k t h a t i s a complete 

answer to a l l rumors t h a t have been a f l o a t i n r e l a t i o n to him. I am very c e r t a i n 

.that so l o n g as he s t a y s i n Washington, which I t r u s t w i l l be a l o n g time, he 

w i l l s t a y i n the o f f i c e o f A t t o r n e y G e n e r a l . I might say i n r e l a t i o n t o t h a t 

that one o f my reasons f o r a p p o i n t i n g him was t h a t he was not i n p o l i t i c s . I 

th i n k i t i s q u i t e e s s e n t i a l t o the o f f i c e t h a t the A t t o r n e y General be kept out 



of p o l i t i c s as much as p o s s i b l e . I a p p r e c i a t e t h a t i n a way i t i s a p o l i t i c a l 

o f f i c e , but I t h i n k i t ought to be a d m i n i s t e r e d w i t h o u t a p o l i t i c a l purpose. 

When I say p o l i t i c a l , perhaps I s h o u l d say p a r t i s a n . I don't want t o make any 

unjust c r i t i c i s m o f men who a r e engaged i n p o l i t i c s , even to the end of w r i t i n g 

for the newspapers as p o l i t i c a l newspaper c o r r e s p o n d e n t s . 

I haven't s e l e c t e d any one to be the s u c c e s s o r o f Commissioner Thompson 

of the S h i p p i n g Board. 

I am not f a m i l i a r enough w i t h the d e t a i l s of the c o s t o f p r o h i b i t i o n 

enforcement to g i v e any o p i n i o n as t o whether any p a r t t h a t i s now borne by the 

Federal Government c o u l d by any rearrangement be taken over by l o c a l governments. 

I doubt v e r y much whether t h a t c o u l d be done. The F e d e r a l Government doesn't 

have a v e r y l a r g e f o r c e , I t h i n k some 1500 to cover the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and w i t h 

a l l the e f f o r t s t h a t l o o a l governments c o u l d make i n the way o f enforcement 

I should t h i n k i t would be n e c e s s a r y t o m a i n t a i n on the p a r t of the N a t i o n a l 

Government about t h a t number i n the f i e l d . The main co s t has come i n the l a s t 

year or two from b u i l d i n g up a f o r c e to cope w i t h smuggling. That has n e c e s s i t a t e d 

an e x p e n d i t u r e of a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount o f money f o r the b u i l d i n g and p u r c h a s i n g 

and r e f i t t i n g o f boats and the h i r i n g o f men to man them. Whether t h e r e w i l l 

ever be any chance to make any r e d u c t i o n i n t h a t , I don't know. 

I haven't d e c i d e d on any p a r t i c u l a r farm l e g i s l a t i o n f o r the coming 

session o f Congress. 1 haven't any doubt but t h a t I s h a l l make recommendations 

i n my message. 



I don't know j u s t enough ahout the m i l i t a r y s i t u a t i o n here i n the 

D i s t r i c t to answer v e r y i n t e l l i g e n t l y the i n q u i r y whethe'r t h e r e ought t o he 

included i n any b u i l d i n g scheme f o r the D i s t r i c t the e r e c t i o n o f a new Armory. 

My g e n e r a l thought about the e r e c t i o n o f b u i l d i n g s here was t h a t an a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

should be made which would r u n over a s e r i e s o f y e a r s , a c e r t a i n number o f m i l l i o n 

d o l l a r s to be a v a i l a b l e each y e a r , and then l e a v e t o some s i n g l e a u t h o r i t y to de­

termine what b u i l d i n g s s h o u l d be e r e c t e d . I wouldn't want t o g i v e o f f h a n d any 

opinion as to whether a b u i l d i n g s h o u l d be b u i l t f o r the m i l i t i a , f o r the 

Department of J u s t i c e , Commerce, or any o t h e r of the t h i n g s t h a t a r e g o i n g to be 

necessary. 

I had a conference t h i s morning w i t h Senator Pepper and t a l k e d w i t h him 

some a f t e r s e e i n g him a t l u n c h , - he lunched w i t h me a t the White House, - and w i t h 

Mayor K e n d r i c k and the C i t y S o l i c i t o r of P h i l a d e l p h i a , r e l a t i v e t o k e e p i n g G e n e r a l 

B u t l e r as the head o f the P o l i c e Department. I wasn't a b l e t o g i v e them v e r y 

much encouragement, though I t o l d them I would take i t under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I had p r e s e n t as you p r o b a b l y know the S e c r e t a r y o f the Navy, Senator Swanson 

of the Senate Naval Committee, Mr. V i n s o n o f the House N a v a l Committee, and 

General Lejeune and R e p r e s e n t a t i v e Madden, Chairman o f the A p p r o p r i a t i o n s Com­

mittee of the House. I d i d n ' t get very much encouragement from any o f those 

gentlemen who heard what Mayor K e n d r i c k had to say, but I want to a d v i s e w i t h 

one or two o t h e r people and take the m a t t e r under o o n s i d e r a t i o n . I have a good 

deal o f sympathy w i t h the purpose t h a t i s expressed of c o u r s e , auti a d e s i r e t o 



have a seasoned man for the head of the Police Department, Of course I have i n 

mind the notice that I gave the Mayor and the citizens of Philadelphia a year 

ago, when I permitted the General to have another year's leave of absence, i n 

which I told Mayor Kendrick that I wouldn't want to extend the leave over a year 

and hoped that even before that he would find some one that could adequately 

discharge the duties of head of the Police Department of his c i t y . 

90725 



I haven't any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i v e to another L i m i t a t i o n o f 

Arms Conference. I assume th a t i s what t h i s means, r a t h e r than an i n q u i r y about 

a T r a f f i c i n Arms Conference. This i s the i n q u i r y o f the I n t e r n a t i o n a l News 

Service -

P r e s s ; Disarmament Conference. 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, I thought t h a t was what was meant. There i s no develop­

ment s i n c e I l a s t made q u i t e an extended statement to the newspaper men. 

I haven't made any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about f u r t h e r - a d d i t i o n a l - l e a v e f o r 

General B u t l e r . As I i n d i c a t e d F r i d a y , I t h i n k i t i s v e r y improbable t h a t I can 

grant him a d d i t i o n a l l e a v e . You are a l l f a m i l i a r w i t h the l e t t e r t h a t I sent t o 

the Mayor which I p u b l i s h e d i n order t h a t the Mayor might not o n l y be f a m i l i a r 

with i t , but the people of P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

I don't r e c a l l now whether I have had an i n v i t a t i o n to go t o L o u i s i a n a 

next y e a r . I t seems as though some one came i n and spoke to me about g o i n g to 

lew Orleans. I would l i k e to go down i n t o the South, e s p e c i a l l y L o u i s i a n a , to 

go to New Orleans, because I have never happened to be t h e r e . I have been i n 

most of the s t a t e s of the Union, as f a r South as South C a r o l i n a . I haven't 

v i s i t e d F l o r i d a . I judge from the c u r r e n t news r e p o r t s t h a t F l o r i d a i s not i n 

need j u s t at the present time o f a d d i t i o n a l g u e s t s , but I should l i k e to go down 

there very much. I t i s a wonderful c o u n t r y . I haven't been i n L o u i s i a n a o r 

M i s s i s s i p p i . I have been i n Texas. I t h i n k those are a l l the s t a t e s of the 



z. 

1 Union, w i t h the p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o n o f North Dakota, Montana and Idaho. When I 

| went West once, I went over the Santa Pe and back another way, and a n o t h e r time 

| over the Union P a o i f i c and came back over the Canadian P a c i f i c , so I d i d n ' t get 

I into Idaho and Montana. I don't t h i n k I have been i n N o r t h Dakota. The o t h e r 

states I have been i n . But I haven't any p l a n about g o i n g South. I t takes a 

j 
considerable time t o get down th e r e and back. I t h i n k i t i s v e r y d o u b t f u l i f 

I can pay a v i s i t to th a t s t a t e d u r i n g the coming w i n t e r . 

I have two or three i n q u i r i e s here about the c o u r t m a r t i a l of C o l o n e l 

M i t c h e l l . As I s a i d the oth e r day, I don't want to make any comment about t h a t . 

It i s b e f o r e the c o u r t . While i t i s pending there I p r e f e r not to make any 

comment, and I don't see any reason f o r making any at t h i s time. I f any o c c a s i o n 

should a r i s e t h a t might change my o p i n i o n about i t , why then I w i l l make comment, 

but I don't imagine that t h a t i s l i k e l y to occur. 

I haven't made any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about the proposed r e d u c t i o n on the 

t a r i f f on l i n s e e d o i l . I am having a c a r e f u l study made to see whether i t might 

p o s s i b l y have any e f f e c t on the p r o d u c t i o n of l i n s e e d - f l a x i n the northwest. 

I r a t h e r imagine t h a t those i n t e r e s t s , the farm i n t e r e s t s , would be p r o t e c t e d by the 

cost of t r a n s p o r t a t i o n , so t h a t a s l i g h t change a t the seaboard on the t a r i f f on 

l i n s e e d o i l wouldn't have an e f f e c t o f l o w e r i n g the p r i c e o f f l a x and i t s 

products on the farms. I t h i n k most p r o d u c t i o n i s i n the northwest, N o r t h Dakota. 

That took the p l a c e two or three years ago of wheat when wheat was v e r y low. i t 

happened t h a t they c o u l d r a i s e f l a x and r a i s e i t p r o f i t a b l y , and as a r e s u l t o f 

that c o n d i t i o n under the present t a r i f f I t h i n k t h a t p r o d u c t i o n o f f l a x here i s v e r y 
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swiftly catching up with consumption, so that i t looks as though i n a very short 

time we should be producing here enough flax and flax seed to supply the nation's 

needs for linseed o i l and other flax products - not enough probably for linen as 

a good deal of fine linen comes in which I suppose isn't made in this country, 

though I don't want to make any definite statement about that because I haven't 

any accurate information* But that is the matter that I have in contemplation 

here, to see whether some reduction could be made on the t a r i f f duty on linseed 

oil without injuriously affecting the farming interests. 

I hardly know what to say about this inquiry about the observance of 

Armistice Day. My feeling about i t is rather to the effect that i t ought to be 

left to the disposition of different l o c a l i t i e s , I was going to say different 

individuals. The Congress has not, as i t is stated here, made that a national 

holiday, but i t s observance has been quite universal I think in past years, and 

I should imagine that the best rule to follow as far as any standard that I could 

lay out would be for each individual or each industry or each l o c a l i t y to make 

such observance of the day as they think is f i t t i n g . I believe i t has been my 

practice to go over on that day and put a wreath on the tomb of the Unknown 

Soldier, and I am planning to carry out that practice this year. Then I think 

they usually have meetings of one kind or another in the usual places of 

assemblage. Probably there is some observance of i t in the public schools, some 
ft 

observance in places of public worship sometimes during the day and sometimes 

during the evening. I think those are a l l appropriate. 



I have a l r e a d y spoken about the a d d i t i o n a l l e a v e f o r General B u t l e r . 

I have had two s h o r t c o n f e r e n c e s w i t h Chairman McKenzie o f the Muscle 

Shoals Commission and they a r e w o r k i n g to secure a unanimous r e p o r t . There a r e 

some d e t a i l s on which the Commission has not y e t reached a unanimous d e c i s i o n . 

I am of the o p i n i o n t h a t they w i l l and t h a t b e f o r e Congress comes i n they w i l l 

have worked out a p l a n f o r the use o f Mus c l e S h o a l s . I t h i n k I have made q u i t e 

a number of statements about i t i n my messages t o t h e Congress and i n s e v e r a l 

conferences w i t h members o f t h e p r e s s . I haven't any new i n f o r m a t i o n about i t 

that would l e a d me t o m a t e r i a l l y change, my a t t i t u d e toward i t , but I s h o u l d 

expect t h a t a n y t h i n g t h a t the Commission would r e p o r t would be something t h a t 

would r e c e i v e my support.and expect i t would r e c e i v e the support o f the Congress. 

There a r e two q u e s t i o n s t h e r e . The p r o d u c t i o n o f n i t r a t e s , w h i c h I t h i n k i s 

exceedingly i m p o r t a n t . We import a l l of our n i t r a t e s now. The d i f f i c u l t y i n 

working t h i s out i s because the p r o d u c t i o n o f n i t r a t e s /s 7 by a r t i f i c i a l means 

i s i n i t s e x p e r i m e n t a l s t a g e and no one knows j u s t how we can b e s t p r o v i d e f o r 

i t . The o t h e r o f course i s the q u e s t i o n of power. But I t h i n k t h a t p r o d u c t i o n 

of n i t r a t e s ought t o be the fundamental q u e s t i o n . F i r s t as a q u e s t i o n o f 

n a t i o n a l defense, because we need n i t r a t e s even i n time o f peace, t o p r o v i d e f o r 

the n e c e s s a r y p r o d u c t i o n of ammunition which we keep on hand. I t d e t e r i o r a t e s 

so t h a t i t i s n e c e s s a r y from time t o time to d i s p o s e of some o f the o l d s t o c k 

and r e p l e n i s h i t w i t h the new s t o c k . And i n a d d i t i o n t o t h a t o f c o u r s e i s the 

ques t i o n o f such n i t r a t e s as we use f o r f e r t i l i z e r . That i s impo r t a n t t o o . 



I t h i n k those are the main f e a t u r e s of the problem, and I t h i n k from what C h a i r ­

man McKenzie t o l d me t h a t they w i l l be a b l e to work out something t h a t w i l l be 

acceptable. 

I don't know o f any a d v i c e t h a t the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n has g i v e n t o 

American bankers r e l a t i v e to loans to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s of f o r e i g n n a t i o n s which 

have f a i l e d to fund t h e i r war debts t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s . Each one o f these 

requests f o r loans i s taken up on i t s own m e r i t s and di s p o s e d o f on i t s own 

mer i t s . 

I haven't taken any a c t i o n on the r e s i g n a t i o n o f A r n o l d J . H e l l m i c h 

of S t . L o u i s as C o l l e c t o r of I n t e r n a l Revenue. I r e c e i v e d a telegram from him 

p l a c i n g h i s r e s i g n a t i o n i n my hands, which I sent over to the Treasury Depart­

ment f o r t h e i r a d v i c e c o n c e r n i n g i t . 

I have t a l k e d w i t h two members of my Cabinet - I f o r g o t to s t a t e t h a t -

about l e a v i n g General B u t l e r a t P h i l a d e l p h i a . 

I have somewhat expected that my f a t h e r , C o l o n e l John C. Co o l i d g e -

he l i k e s to have the C put i n . I don't know whether he t h i n k s he might become 

confused w i t h h i s grandson. He l i k e s to have i t put i n , and i t doesn't take up 

much more type. I have asked him to come and s t a y d u r i n g the w i n t e r a t the 

White House. I spoke to him about i t when I was up there l a s t summer and have 

been i n communication w i t h him r e l a t i v e t o i t , and I r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r t h i s 

morning from the A t t o r n e y General s a y i n g t h a t my f a t h e r was y e s t e r d a y a t the 

bank meeting a t Ludlow and seemed t o be i n good s p i r i t s and was g e t t i n g on 



comfortably. But the w i n t e r s up there are v e r y c o l d . The house i s heated by 

wood. I thought i t would be much more comfortable f o r him i f he cou l d come and 

stay at the White House. I r a t h e r t h i n k that he w i l l come. That i s f o r him to 

decide. I want him to c o n s u l t h i s own wishes about i t , o f course, and s t a y 

wherever he t h i n k s he w i l l f e e l most comfortable and have the g r e a t e s t peace of 

mind. 

I haven't seen Mr. Dalton who i s making a survey of our s h i p p i n g 

i n t e r e s t s f o r me s i n c e the morning t h a t he came down here and had b r e a k f a s t 

with me and then went over to the S h i p p i n g Board to begin h i s i n v e s t i g a t i o n . 

I i n q u i r e d f o r him one day l a s t week and found he wasn't i n town, so I haven't 

any i d e a about how he i s g e t t i n g a l o n g other than what would be I n d i c a t e d by 

my general confidence i n the man and h i s a b i l i t y and expe r i e n c e . 

I don't expect to go to the Army and Navy f o o t b a l l game i n New York. 

I am goring up there on the 19th and wouldn't be a b l e to get up there a g a i n . 

I haven't any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n but what has a l r e a d y been made 

public as to what s u r p l u s i s probable f o r the next f i s c a l y ear, nor as to the 

maximum of a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . The work i s now going on. The Budget Bureau and the 

d i f f e r e n t departments are i n v e s t i g a t i n g what the needs a r e . Of course we s h a l l 

try to h o l d the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s down as low as we can commensurate w i t h the 

needs of the s e r v i c e . I t i s h e l p f u l i n making the budget and h e l p f u l to the 

departments i f we s e t some l i m i t and t r y to work toward i t , but there i s n ' t any 

hard and f a s t l i m i t . We have to make such a p p r o p r i a t i o n s as we f i n d the o c c a s i o n 

r e q u i r e s . I can't g i v e any exact amount that I would say c o u l d be cut o f f from 



the present tax revenue. Roughly I supposed i t was about $300,000,000. I t h i n k 

the f i g u r e s that have been mentioned were #290,000,000. Now, c o r r e c t i n f o r m a t i o n 

about that would be secured at the Treasury. They not only have the f i g u r e s of 

what i s coming i n , but they are i n touch w i t h the business s i t u a t i o n throughout 

the country, so that they can make some estimates about the coming year. I t may 

be that i t would be p e r f e c t l y safe to have a l a r g e r tax r e d u c t i o n than t h a t . I t 

may be when we get the budget completed i t w i l l appear that there are charges 

necessaryto be made against revenue so that i t couldn't be increa s e d above 

$290,000,000. I should say that would be the minimum, but those d e t a i l s and 

figure's are a l l b e i n g worked out by the Treasury Department and the Committee on 

Ways and Means. 



I keep h a v i n g i n q u i r i e s about the c o a l s t r i k e . I don't know j u s t why 

I keep h a v i n g them. I suppose the press would l i k e something to w r i t e about. 

There i s n ' t a n y t h i n g t h a t I can say about t h a t , and I don't know of a n y t h i n g a t the 

present time t h a t I can do about i t . Now, i f you w i l l j u s t keep t h a t i n mind 

perhaps i t w i l l be an i n d i c a t i o n of what s l a n t you ought t o take when you hea r 

rumors. 

I don't know o f a n y t h i n g about Commissioner Haynes* c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the 

Government oth e r than what I have seen i n the p r e s s . I have i n d i c a t e d , I t h i n k a 

good many times, to the conference, t h a t I had a very h i g h r e g a r d f o r Major Haynes. 

I think he was a ve r y good o f f i c e r h o l d i n g a ve r y d i f f i c u l t s i t u a t i o n . I am sure 

that he can be v e r y h e l p f u l by c o n t i n u i n g . Now whether i t i s g o i n g to he thought 

best by General Andrews and S e c r e t a r y M e l l o n and Mr. B l a i r t o c o n t i n u e him i n o f f i c e , 

I don't know. From a l l I know, I suppose they are g o i n g t o do so and r e c e i v e the 

benefit o f the v e r y v a s t knowledge he has of the s i t u a t i o n and use him i n a g r e a t 

many ways. 

I haven't i n c o n t e m p l a t i o n any a c t i o n i n r e g a r d t o Commissioner o f 

Immigration, Curran, of New York. I don't know what h i s views a r e about i m m i g r a t i o n . 

I know t h a t he has e x t e n s i v e views t h a t he has v o i c e d i n the p r e s s , but i f t h e r e i s 

a d i f f e r e n c e between him and the Immigration Department, I don't know j u s t what the 

nature of the d i f f e r e n c e i s . The o n l y rumor t h a t has ever come to me t h a t seemed 

In any way a r e f l e c t i o n on Mr. Curran, and I don't know th a t t h a t was warranted, was 



I the f a c t t h a t he seemed t o be making a good d e a l o f c r i t i c i s m o f h i s s u p e r i o r 

officers. He may have a v e r y good p l a n o f r u n n i n g h i s o f f i c e over t h e r e t h a t i s 

| better than the Department has. Of co u r s e , i t i s always u n f o r t u n a t e when a sub­

ordinate s t a r t s out p u b l i c l y t o c r i t i c i s e h i s s u p e r i o r s . I have u n d e r s t o o d t h a t 

lir. Curran was a f i r s t - r a t e p u b l i c o f f i c e r . He i s a man o f i n t e l l i g e n c e . I t h i n k 

he i s a graduate o f Y a l e some time back. I t l o o k s as though he was w e l l t r a i n e d 

to a d m i n i s t e r t h a t o f f i c e . Now I imagine t h a t t h e r e have been rumors about 

j i t , but t h a t the f a c t s are r a t h e r i n c o n s e q u e n t i a l . 

P r e s s : The m a t t e r hasn't been r e f e r r e d to you by the Labor Department? 

P r e s i d e n t : Not t h a t I know o f . I heard something t o the e f f e c t t h a t a 

I letter o f r e f e r e n c e had come over h e r e , but I have never seen i t and don't t h i n k i t 

pas come. 

Here i s a n o t h e r v e t e r a n rumor about my p o s i t i o n on the World C o u r t . 

If yoa want to know what my p o s i t i o n i s i n r e l a t i o n to. i t , r e a d the two or t h r e e 

statements t h a t I have made. The f i r s t one i n my message o f 1923, next i n my 

message o f 1924, and i n an address I made a t A r l i n g t o n she 30th o f May, 1924. 

I haven't changed my p o s i t i o n a t a l l . Nobody has suggested t h a t t h e r e s h o u l d be 

any compromise. What I want i s some p r a c t i c a l r e s o l u t i o n t h a t w i l l c a r r y out the 

necessary purpose. 

Senator Borah d i d n ' t mention and I d i d n ' t mention the I t a l i a n debt o r 

the f o r e i g n d e b t s , when he was i n h e r e . I sent f o r him to c o n s u l t w i t h him as I am 

consulting w i t h a g r e a t many now, to f i n d out i f a n y t h i n g had o c c u r r e d t o him i n 



his e x p e r i e n c e or h i s s t u d i e s t h a t would he something t h a t I ought t o touch on i n my 

nessage. I l e a r n e d from Senator Smoot and S e c r e t a r y M e l l o n , who was i n h e r e j u s t 

now, t h a t they seemed t o he making v e r y good p r o g r e s s . I haven't any d e t a i l s . 

If I d i d have them, I wouldn't want to d i s c l o s e them. But they a r e making p r o g r e s s , 

mere i s every i n d i c a t i o n I t h i n k t h a t an agreement can be re a c h e d . That i s the 

general i m p r e s s i o n I g e t from my co n f e r e n c e w i t h those who a r e on the debt commission, 

mere seems to be a d i s p o s i t i o n on b o t h s i d e s t o t r y to make a s e t t l e m e n t and I 

think from such i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t comes to me t h a t b o t h s i d e s a r e a p p r o a c h i n g the 

[problem w i t h the utmost candor. When t h a t i s the case we u s u a l l y expect t h a t c a n d i d 

Binds can meet and agree. 

I t h i n k t h a t i s a l l f o r t he day. 

(newspaper men c a l l e d back w i t h i n a few minutes) 

* * * * * between the d e p r e s s i o n o f the f r a n c and the debt s e t t l e m e n t f a i l u r e . The 

suggestion i s t h a t the s o - c a l l e d Morgan c r e d i t s t o Prance have been h e l d up a t the 

instance o f the Government. I don't t h i n k t h e r e i s any f o u n d a t i o n whatever f o r any 

rumor o f t h a t k i n d . I don't know o f any p r o p o s a l by France to get c r e d i t s h e r e , 

and I am su r e t h a t our Government has not put a n y t h i n g i n the way o f any c r e d i t of 

that k i n d . I am v e r y c e r t a i n t h a t no s u g g e s t i o n has been made f o r an a d d i t i o n a l 

credit* 

P r e s s : That was made a l o n g time ago, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes. A c r e d i t o f I t h i n k 1100,000,000 was extended i n the l a t e 

spring. 

Europe? 

P r e s s : Has the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n any p l a n s f o r a p o s s i b l e debt c o n f e r e n c e i n 

p r e s i d e n t ; no. u '' ' 



I don't know o f any change i n the a t t i t u d e o f the Government towards the 

I celebration t h a t i t i s proposed t o h o l d a t P h i l a d e l p h i a commemorating the 150th 

[anniversary o f the D e c l a r a t i o n o f Independence. The p r o v i s i o n s o f the r e s o l u t i o n 

are being c a r r i e d out and the committee t h a t I was t o a p p o i n t from the v a r i o u s 

| states has been a p p o i n t e d , I t h i n k every one of them, i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t t h e r e 

I are two or t h r e e s t a t e s where f o r some r e a s o n recommendations have not y e t come 

j in, but I t h i n k they have a l l heen a p p o i n t e d , and of course the Government i s g o i n g 

to cooperate up t h e r e i n any way i t can. I have s e v e r a l i n q u i r i e s about t h a t , I 

see. 

I don't know whether any t e l e g r a m has been r e c e i v e d h e r e from an American 

[Legion P o s t i n New York. I f i t has, i t hasn't come to my desk, and when i t comes 

I w i l l d e a l w i t h i t i n such a way as seems a p p r o p r i a t e . As i t i s i n r e l a t i o n t o 

Colonel M i t c h e l l , I s h o u l d expect t h a t I would r e f e r i t t o the War Department f o r 

such a c t i o n as they thought was p r o p e r . 

I don't know any p a r t i c u l a r i n f e r e n c e t h a t i s to be drawn from my a p p o i n t ­

ment of Mr. Walsh to the S h i p p i n g Board, o t h e r than what i s p e r f e c t l y apparent 

on the s u r f a c e . I understood t h a t he was an e x p e r i e n c e d and p r a c t i c a l s h i p p i n g 

man, so I have a p p o i n t e d him to the Board. I haven't had any r e p o r t y e t from Mr. 

j Dal ton. I thought i t might be i n by the l a t t e r p a r t of t h i s week. I s h o u l d be 

guided to a good d e a l o f an e x t e n t by what he might say and the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

j Chamber o f Commerce i s a l s o making a s t u d y . T h e i r c o n c l u s i o n s and t h e i r reasons 



for arriving at them I assume w i l l also he set out, and of course w i l l have a good 

Ideal of influence on me, 

I haven't any Armistice Day plans, other than to carry a wreath to the 

jtomb of the Unknown Soldier, and I expect to he there at lis00 o'clock, leaving 

[here a few minutes before 11 $00. It developed i n conference i n the Cabinet this 

'morning that i t was rather the opinion of the members that a very proper way of 

observing Armistice Day would be for some cessation of a c t i v i t i e s at 11:00 o'clock, 

that being the time of the day that the Armistice went into operation. I suppose 

that was 11:00 o'clock European time, but there i s no reason for trying to translate 

that in time that corresponds over here. That I imagine i s the reason of my going 

to Arlington at 11:00. It i s suggested that i f there would be a cessation of busi­

ness a c t i v i t i e s for one or two minutes at that time, i t would be a very appropriate 

ffay for those that haven't made other arrangements for observing Armistice Day. 

That shouldn't be taken as a suggestion to discontinue anything else that i s being 

tone, but simply as a suggestion that those who haven't made any plan and would l i k e 

to do something to observe the Day i t was thought could very properly adopt that 

tethod. 

Will that be done i n the Government i n any way, Mr. President? 

President: Well, I understood so -

Press: In a l l the Government Departments? 

President: that there might be a cessation of a c t i v i t i e s for a minute or 

j Wat 11:00 o'clock tomorrow. It i s of course a purely voluntary thing and the 



suggestion i s not an o r d e r to any department or any one i n the employ o f t h e Government, 

but a s u g g e s t i o n o f what one may do i f n o t h i n g e l s e has o c c u r r e d t o them t o do and t h e y 

very p r o p e r l y want to make some observance o f A r m i s t i c e Day. 

Of course no s u g g e s t i o n has come t o t h i s Government about an Arms Conference 

at any p l a c e , and I doubt i f the s i t u a t i o n would b e - h e l p e d i n any way f o r me t o comment 

on newspaper s u g g e s t i o n s . The o n l y t h i n g I c o u l d say about any s u g g e s t i o n would be 

that when i t was p r e s e n t e d t h r o u g h the p r o p e r c h a n n e l s so t h a t i t has back o f i t t h e 

requisite a u t h o r i t y , why then t h a t our Government o f c o u r s e would g i v e c o n s i d e r a t i o n 

to any p r o p o s a l and t r y to determine i t on whatever m e r i t i t seems t o have. I make 

that i n r e p l y to a q u e s t i o n about some s u g g e s t i o n s t h a t a r e b e i n g made i n some o f the 

Japanese newspapers t h a t a c o n f e r e n c e s h o u l d be h e l d i n Japan. 



in resources between the B r i t i s h Empire or 

Italy, i t i s quite apparent that the small 

payments as could be met by Great Britain, 

most significant comparison that could be 

ment on what may I think be regarded as a 

upon which to 

the B r i t i s h Isles and the resources of 

country of Italy oan not meet any such 

That occurred to me as perhaps the 

made. But the great thing i s the agree-

f a i r basis for both of the Governments 



I don't icnow that I can say anything about the forthcoming evacuation 

of Cologne, except the most obvious thing. It i s another step i n winding up 

the problem that arose as a result of the war and i n the d i f f i c u l t y that they had 

in reaching a solution as to reparations. Of course i n so far as i t i s that, i t 

is a significant move for peace and an example and indication of the desire of 

the countries interested to make agreements rather than to try to settle their 

d i f f i c u l t i e s by force. 

I don't know of any change in the attitude of the United States Govern­

ment i n relation to submarines from the position that was taken at the time of 

the Washington Conference. I don't want to say that the United States Government 

wouldn't be w i l l i n g to change the policy that i t announced at that time, but 

the policy then announced i s the policy that we have at the present time, a 

limitation of submarines, with an open mind to hear and consider any other 

suggestions that might be made i n relation to the use or abolition of submarines. 

I don't know that there is any use to discuss a form of ship subsidy. 

So far as I know now I am not proposing to submit one to Congress. I have i n 

the past thought something of that kind might be, but i t has never seemed to be 

practical• 

I have already spoken of submarines. 

I am going to make the report of Mr. Dalton public. I don't know but 

what i t has gone out already. Has i t ? 



Press: No, s i r . 

President: Well, i t has heen mimeographed and w i l l he given out with­

in a short time, two or three days. 

I am going to send my message up to Congress. My present expectation 

is that I am not going up to read i t . 

And the report on Muscle Shoals - I rather expect to make that public 

very soon. I haven't had a chance to look i t over, but i t lay i n my mind that i t 

should be public,and of course i f i t was a report that was to go to Congress i t 

ought to be submitted to them before i t goes to the press. But I don't under­

stand that i s the case. 

Press: Mr. president, you indicated I believe at one of the last 

conferences that you expected a unanimous report. Would you say whether i t was 

unanimous or not? 

President: I don't think i t i s . 

There isn't anything further that oan be said at this time about any 

conference to advance the work of the Arms Conference that we had here i n 1921. 

I don't think i t i s at a l l l i k e l y that our Government w i l l c a l l the 

attention of Prance to the fact that the treaty for r e s t r i c t i o n i n the use of . 

submarines and poison gas entered into at Washington has not been made effective 

because Prance has not r a t i f i e d i t . That is before the French Government for 

their action and 1 shouldn't think i t would be appropriate for our Government to 

make any suggestion about i t . 

I have already spoken of the attitude i n relat i o n to submarines. 

Mill 



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e U n d e r b i l l spoke t o me about a l a r g e p u r c h a s e o f r e a l 

e s t a t e on the s o u t h s i d e o f P e n n s y l v a n i a Avenue, a t a c o s t t h a t he e s t i m a t e d o f 

|15,000,000. I haven't the s l i g h t e s t doubt t h a t t h a t i s a v e r y c a n d i d e s t i m a t e 

on h i s p a r t , but o f c o u r s e a l l e x p e r i e n c e i s t h a t t h e s e e s t i m a t e s , when they a r e 

put i n t o e f f e c t , a r e g r e a t l y exceeded. I do not l o o k w i t h f a v o r on a p r o p o s a l 

of t h a t k i n d a t the p r e s e n t ti m e . I have approved the b u i l d i n g o f a memorial 

b r i d g e h ere t h a t i s g o i n g t o c o s t c o n s i d e r a b l e money, and we a r e a l l t he time 

making o u t l a y s i n the c i t y o f Washington. 1 would l i k e t o have something done 

here, as you w e l l know, i n r e l a t i o n to p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , and perhaps s o m e t h i n g 

i n the r e s t o f the c o u n t r y . I have q u i t e a sympathy w i t h the s u g g e s t i o n t h a t 

u l t i m a t e l y t h a t l a n d t h e r e ought t o b e l o n g t o t h e Government, but I don't t h i n k 

i t i s an a p p r o p r i a t e time to purchase i t now. I t would c o s t more i n the f u t u r e 

of c o u r s e , but a s i d e from t h a t t h e r e i s no o t h e r element o f danger i n l e a v i n g i t 

t h e r e . The l a n d w i l l be t h e r e . I f i t wasn't t h e r e when the time comes, we 

s h a l l not want i t . 

I have a l r e a d y e x p r e s s e d my i n t e r e s t a n d what I t h i n k i s the i n t e r e s t 

of the American people i n the agreements t h a t were made a t L o c a r n o , t h a t t h e y 

were l i k e l y to improve the s i t u a t i o n o f the w o r l d , so I don't t h i n k i t would be 

c o r r e c t to say t h a t t h e y were l a c k i n g i n t e r e s t i n t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s . The U n i t e d 

S t a t e s i s v e r y much i n t e r e s t e d i n any a c t i o n t h a t c a n be t a k e n anywhere t h a t 

t h e r e i s a movement toward peace, a r e c o n c i l i a t i o n and c o n c i l i a t i o n , b e t t e r 

u n d e r s t a n d i n g and g o o d - w i l l , whether i t be made i n Europe o r i n the P a r E a s t . 

There i s a g r e a t d e a l o f promise i n t h o s e p a c t s , and o f c o u r s e we a r e v e r y much 

d ? r " e t S l y e a « e o ^ s ! 9 e ^ ^ are '^fytfftj9* th&* ^eaSOn• they donH 



I don't recall that anything has come to me relative to the transfer 

of jurisdiction over the Virgin Islands from the Navy to Porto Rico. Porto Rico 

of course is under the Insular Bureau of the War Department. I assume that is 

what this question would mean. There may be something in contemplation in the 

Navy Department about that. If so, I haven't had any information about that. 

I don't recall having received any protest from Mr. Frame, of Alaska 

against the conduct of two Federal judges there. It may be that some protest of 

that kind has been sent to this office. If i t was sent here i t would be referred 

in due course of business to the Department of Justice for investigation and 

report to me. That leads me to remark about Alaska, that I think protests that 

originate up there against those who are holding office perhaps would need 

considerable investigation in order to determine just how much merit they have. 

It is my information that one person in every II of the white people that live 
Federal 

in Alaska are on the/payroll. Business i s not brisk up there. There are some 

fisheries there and some raining, but we are spending $11,000,000 a year so that 

I think the best line of endeavor that there is in Alaska is to get on to the 

Federal payroll. Now I presume i t is unconscious, but a condition of that kind 

would stimulate an activity on the part of those that arenft on the payroll to a 

criticism of those that are, in order that a change might be made to their 

advantage, so that whenever there are protests against Federal officers up there 

they have to be viewed with that in mind. 



I haven*t had any word from Major Coupal, who went to Plymouth to see 

if father would l i k e to come down here. He wouldn't arrive at Ludlow u n t i l ahout 

2:00 o'clock. It would he nearly an hour a f t e r that before he would reach Plymouth. 

There isn't any very good telephone there and I don't believe he would t r y to 

telephone. So i t i s hardly time for him to report yet. 

I have had an i n v i t a t i o n to go to New York to attend the annual gathering 

of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick. I told the gentlemen that invited me that 

I couldn't give them very much encouragement at this time, and that i f they would 

communicate with me l a t e r I would give them a f i n a l decision. I would l i k e very 

much to go, but I have just been up to New York. I don't want the other parts 

of the country to be jealous of my attention to that c i t y . I have been there 

three times since I have been President. 

I don't have i n mind any s p e c i f i c action i n r e l a t i o n to giving pardons 

on Thanksgiving. It was my r e c o l l e c t i o n that pardons were given at Christmas 

rather than Thanksgiving. I may be wrong about my r e c o l l e c t i o n , but I think 

i t has been usual to ask the wardens of the federal prisons to recommend some 

especially meritorious cases for special consideration at Christmastime. I think 

that refers e n t i r e l y to Christmas rather than to Thanksgiving. 

It i s the poli c y of the Federal Government, so far as any information 

has ever come to me, to prosecute a l l violations of the prohi b i t i o n laws or any 

Other laws as fast as we can with the instrumentalities that we have at hand. 

It would be my opinion that i t would be the better p o l i c y to put the greater 

emphasis on the sources of supply, i n order that i f those were remedied there 



wouldn't be any opportunity for further small violations. But you can make i t as 

plain as you want to, that so far as I know i t i s the policy of the National 

Government to prosecute a l l violations. 

I haven't seen the b i l l that i t i s said here that Colonel S h e r r i l l i s 

considering for the erection of a stadium at Washington, and in which he i s pro­

posing to legalize the investment of national banks i n a m i l l i o n dollars of.bonds 

that are to be issued to build that stadium. I couldn't give an offhand opinion 

as to whether an investment of that kind would be sound banking. I should want 

to get the opinion of the Federal Reserve Board about i t before I approved i t . 

My offhand thought would be that i f i t i s going to require l e g i s l a t i o n , that very 

l i k e l y i t hasn't been considered as the kind of an investment that national banks 

ought to make. 

I don't know of any class of Federal employees here i n the D i s t r i c t that 

it is now proposed to reduce. There are changes a l l the time going on, temporary 

work in one Department or another, but when those changes occur we always try to 

do the best we can to take care of those who are discharged from temporary employ­

ment i n some other Department, either permanently or on temporary work. Of course 

there was a great deal of work going on i n relation to the bonus b i l l , which 

I think i s now very much decreased, and that undoubtedly has been the reason for 

a discharge of some employees there, but as I have indicated several times at the 

Conference, we always try to take care of those people so far as we can. 



Friday, 

November 24, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I have two or three inquiries about the Gerald Chapman case. That i s 

pending i n the courts, I think of both the United States and the State of 

Connecticut, so that i n accordance with my custom I don't "think I had better com­

ment about i t other than to say that of course I s h a l l be disposed to follow any 

advice that the Department of Justice gave me. Such statements as can be made i n 

rel a t i o n to i t ought to be made by the Department. 

I haven't received the reports of the two minority members of the 

Muscle Shoals Commission. 1 rather expect when I do receive them that I s h a l l 

make public the majority and the minority reports. In fact, I am holding the 

majority report so that i f the minority want to make any report to me i t can be 

made public at the same time. And that would be pr i o r to th e i r transmission 

to the Congress. I have forgotten the form of the resolution, whether i t directed 

me to transmit to the Congress, but I s h a l l transmit them. 

I haven't under consideration any out of town speaking engagements 

except my t r i p to the annual meeting of the Farm Bureau at Chicago. I don't l i k e 

to go out of town speaking. I have to some, but when Congress i s i n session 

I especially f i n d a good deal of d i f f i c u l t y i n getting time to prepare an address 

and go away and deliver i t . 

I haven't any reports from ray father other than those which have already 

been made public. I understand that he has sometimes a momentary spasm that Dr. 



Qoupal thought comes from the a r t e r i e s or veins of the brain. He didn't think i t 

was primarily trouble with the heart, because they are only momentary and t h e i r 

recovery i s complete and immediate, without seeming to be followed by that ex­

haustion and shortness of breath that usually follows any heart d i f f i c u l t y that 

produces the same eff e c t . I am i n hopes that he w i l l come down to Washington. 

I thought from what he said that he had that i n mind. He has never been able to 

conclude that his work i s i n such condition up there that he i s quite ready to 

come. Of course he has always l i v e d i n that l o c a l i t y , a l l his l i f e , and is very 

the of 

much attached to i t and very likely/thought/staying away from i t for any great 

length of time i s not one that f i l l s him with content. Of course I want him to 

come down here i f he can, because I think we can make him more comfortable here, 

but I don't want him to come unless he would f e e l contented. 

I have several inquiries about John L. Lewis' communication to me. 

I had Mr. Lewis n o t i f i e d that I received his l e t t e r and that I would take under 

consideration the contents of i t and make some reply about i t as soon as I can 

arrive at a conclusion. 

Mr. President: May 1 ask i n that connection i f the matter was discussed 

at the Cabinet meeting this morning? 

President: No. 

I think the Tacna-Arica s i t u a t i o n i s proceeding i n a f a i r l y promising 

way. There have been d i f f i c u l t i e s of one kind or another, as I understand i t , 

but 1 think they w i l l a l l be met.and a plebecite be taken. 

I haven't any special plans for Thanksgiving Day. I have three or four 



live turkeys i n reserve, and one or two that have heen dressed. This i s not an 

advertisement for further contributions. Whether there are any others i n the 

offing, I am not quite c e r t a i n . The public i s always very generous with t h e i r 

efforts to supply the President's table at Thanksgiving and Christmas, so that 

my embarrassment usually i s one of riches and knowing what to do to dispose of 

what i s sent i n , and not of how to get in more. 

I w i l l give out as soon as I can my message and my address at Chicago. 

Fy thought i s that the message w i l l probably come out f i r s t , as that would be 

more desirable to have a general d i s t r i b u t i o n . The Chicago address would not 

be printed i n f u l l , I anticipate, i n very many of the papers, while p r a c t i c a l l y 

a l l the papers I think carry the annual message. I w i l l get i t to you as soon 

as I can. I think i t w i l l be f i v e or six days before i t s delivery. 

I don't know that i t would be quite correct to say I have accepted 

the recommendations of the Dalton report. What I would say about i t i s that 

they are i n harmony with a l l of the views that have been expressed to me since 

I have been President i n such investigations as I have had made,and I have had 

several made i n r e l a t i o n to the proper method of transacting our shipping business. 

I have three or four inquiries here that I s h a l l probably touch on i n 

my message. Here i s one about waterways. I suppose any one would know that i n 

a l l p r o b a b i l i t y I w i l l say something about that, and I do expect to say something-

about that. I don't care to make any publication about what'is going to be 

in my message. 



I hardly know how to comment i n a way that would give yon anything of 

interest about the request made by Senator Norris for a l i s t of the Americans 

that have been decorated abroad. I don't know whether the State Department has 

any such l i s t . It doesn't occur to me offhand that they would have, though i t i s 

possible that they might secure i t from French authorities. Those decorations 

were made substantially a l l of them as friendly gestures of appreciation during 

the War and immediately after i t s conclusion. I could hardly expect that any 

one who had received one would consider himself as beholden on any future 

question i n any way, but that i t was merely a recognition of what was thought to 

be past appropriate services. 



Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I don't know ahout any plan to reorganize the government personnel 

agencies, except the general plan for departmental reorganizations. 

I didn't know that Senator Smoot had made any recommendation for moving 

the Labor Department into the Interior Building. It is possible that he has. 

Senator Smoot i s Chairman, I think, of some Building Commission on the part 

of the Senate, and I don't know just what the name of that Committee or Com­

mission i s . I think Secretary Work spoke to me about a survey that has been 

made of the available space i n the Interior Building and told me that they 

could house quite a good many more people there. 

Here is an inquiry about the published forecasts for my forthcoming 

message. I may be wrong in my recollection, but I think it,was Mr. Field 

that published a direct statement about two years ago that I was opposed to 

the World Court. 

I haven't entirely determined on my reply to Mr. Lewis' l e t t e r . 

I haven't any specific information about Tacna and Arica plebecite. 

As I am the Arhitrator there, naturally I would have to use some care in 

making any statement about-it, but I can only reiterate the condition as 

I understand i t there, that while there have been questions and problems to 

decide, the matter is going on. 

There isn't any basis, so far as I know, of the rumor that is current 



z . 

i n New York that Secretary Wilbur i s going to resign. 

I don't know just when the Morrow A i r c r a f t Board are going to report. 

I though I understood something l i k e a week ago that - when was i t I went 

up to New York; a week ago yesterday wasn't i t ? - that they had substantially 

agreed on a l l the questions and i t was merely a matter of getting their 

report into shape. I haven't seen anything since then that would lead me 

to suppose they would make their report very soon. Of course my guess 

is no better than the expert guesses of the press. 

Mr. Crawford is coming to take the place of Mr. Welliver* 

Press: Speaking about Lewis, Mr. President, you said you hadn't 

entirely determined on a reply or the ctacax character of the reply? 

President: Haven't entirely determined on the form. 



The r e p o r t s of the Muscle Shoals Commission are i n . The m a j o r i t y r e p o r t 

was made some time ago, but the m i n o r i t y r e p o r t d i d n ' t come i n I t h i n k u n t i l 

j yesterday, perhaps the l a t t e r p a r t o f l a s t week, and mimeographed copies have 

1 been made of the m a j o r i t y r e p o r t and of the recommendations of the m i n o r i t y r e p o r t , 

i which I t h i n k i s p r a c t i c a l l y a l l that the pr e s s would care f o r . Of course there 

j are q u i t e a l a r g e number of e x h i b i t s t h a t couldn't be mimeographed, maps and 

\ things o f t h a t nature which there would be no e x p e c t a t i o n o f ha v i n g p r i n t e d , 

j Those w i l l not he g i v e n out, but the r e p o r t o f the m a j o r i t y w i l l he g i v e n out i n 

| f u l l and the recommendations of the m i n o r i t y . I t h i n k those are ready f o r 

! i i s t r i b u t i o n and w i l l be g i v e n out any time now. 

I haven't made any f i n a l d e t e r m i n a t i o n about the t a r i f f on l i n s e e d o i l . 

j Here i s a suggestion t h a t the M i n n e a p o l i s Tribune today p r i n t e d the s t o r y t h a t 

I contemplated i s s u i n g a pr o c l a m a t i o n r e d u c i n g the t a r i f f on l i n s e e d o i l . My 

| r e c o l l e c t i o n i s that a telegram was sent to them yesterday t h a t that i s not a 

j f a c t , so I somewhat doubt whether i n view o f r e c e i v i n g that telegram they would 

pr i n t a r e p o r t o f t h a t k i n d . A l l t h a t that means i s as I s t a t e d to the conference 

once or twice b e f o r e , t h a t I haven't decided what ought to he done. My d i f f i c u l t y 

is to f i n d out what the e f f e c t would be on the p r o d u c t i o n o f f l a x i n the northwest. 

My offhand o p i n i o n i s t h a t such a r e d u c t i o n on o i l as can be made would be on 

imported o i l and would take e f f e c t of course on the A t l a n t i c Seaboard, and as 



the f l a x i s reduced to o i l out t h e r e i n t h a t r e g i o n they would have a p r a c t i c a l 

p r o t e c t i o n by reason o f f r e i g h t r a t e s , so t h a t such r e d u c t i o n as c o u l d be made 

would have l i t t l e o r no e f f e c t on the p r o d u c t i o n o f f l a x i n t h a t r e g i o n . That i s 

what I am u n d e r t a k i n g to f i n d out b e f o r e I make my d e c i s i o n . 

There i s n ' t a n y t h i n g I can add to what I have a l r e a d y s a i d about t h e 

Locarno agreements. I have e x p r e s s e d my a p p r o b a t i o n o f them s e v e r a l t i m e s . The 

fact t h a t they were s i g n e d t h i s morning o r y e s t e r d a y doesn't a l t e r my o p i n i o n as 

to the b e n e f i t s t h a t I t h i n k a r e l i k e l y t o f l o w from them. 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n o t h e r than t h a t which i s i n the p r e s s as t o 

the i n t e n t i o n o f t h e new Fr e n c h C a b i n e t i n r e l a t i o n t o the d e b t s . I don't t h i n k 

that any a c t i o n has been t a k e n i n France on the o f f e r t h a t was taken back by the 

French Commission when they were over here to have a temporary adjustment w h i c h 

would extend over a f i v e y e a r p e r i o d . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n a t a l l about any p l a n t o r e p l a c e Ambassador 

Daeschner w i t h Senator Beranger. I r a t h e r t h i n k i t would be b e t t e r not to comment 

on t h a t a t a l l . I t might be misu n d e r s t o o d . 

I was w a i t i n g to see what might be the outcome o f the e f f o r t s t h a t 

Governor P i n c h o t i s making b e f o r e f i n a l l y making my own d e c i s i o n as to what answer 

I c o u l d make t o Mr. Lew i s . Of c o u r s e i t r e q u i r e s some i n v e s t i g a t i o n on my p a r t , 

but I t h i n k I s h a l l have the l e t t e r w i t h i n a day o r two. Q u i t e n a t u r a l l y , I 

wouldn't want t o i n j e c t a n y t h i n g t h a t might make the e f f o r t f o r s e t t l e m e n t l e s s 

e f f e c t i v e . 

I haven't r e c e i v e d t he r e p o r t from the s p e c i a l a i r c r a f t b o a r d . I had 



understood t h a t i t would he signed and handed to roe t h i s a f t e r n o o n . That i s j u s t 

a s uggestion t h a t has come to me and can't he taken as f i n a l and d e f i n i t e . 

P r e s s : Do you p l a n t o make i t p u b l i c , Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

P r e s i d e n t : Oh ye s . 

P r e s s : You would make i t p u b l i c immediately? 

P r e s i d e n t : I t h i n k so. I understood they were g o i n g to r e p o r t i n p r i n t , 

so that I wouldn't have to go to the t r o u b l e o f h a v i n g t o take the time o f h a v i n g 

copies made here i n t h i s o f f i c e , so I imagine i f they r e p o r t t h i s a f t e r n o o n t h a t there 

w i l l be p r i n t e d c o p i e s which w i l l be immediately a v a i l a b l e f o r the p r e s s . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about what the p l a n of the Republicans o f the 

Senate are - I s , i n r e l a t i o n to the management o f t h e i r p a r t y conference o r whom 

they expect t o i n v i t e to a t t e n d i t . That i s a matter t h a t i s e n t i r e l y f o r them t o 

decide and one i n which I wouldn't want to i n t e r f e r e i n any way. And t h a t i s a l s o 

true about r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s t h a t they want to determine on the S e n a t o r i a l Committees. 

They w i l l have to make t h e i r own d e c i s i o n about what ought t o be done. 

I have a l r e a d y spoken about Muscle S h o a l s . 
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I haven't examined w i t h enough care the proposal of C o r n e l i u s V a n d e r b i l t . 

Jr. f o r a S e c r e t a r y of A v i a t i o n , so that I can comment on i t very i n t e l l i g e n t l y . 

I r e c e i v e d a telegram from him yesterday, I t h i n k , or the day b e f o r e , making a sug­

gestion o f that k i n d which I thought I would consider when 1 had time to l o o k a t i t 

in connection w i t h the r e p o r t that has been made by the A i r Board, I thought from 

a hasty examination of i t that i t went c o n s i d e r a b l y beyond what the A i r Board had 

proposed and my f i r s t i n c l i n a t i o n i s to accept the pro p o s a l s t h a t have been made 

by the A i r Board, that i s the str e n g t h e n i n g of the Departments of War and Navy 

and Commerce by the appointment of A s s i s t a n t S e c r e t a r i e s , and perhaps s t r e n g t h e n i n g 

the General S t a f f of the Army and the Operations I t h i n k i t i s and N a v i g a t i o n 

Bureaus of the Navy by a d d i t i o n a l airmen. 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the use of funds i n Texas i n r e l a t i o n to 

the b u i l d i n g of roads, about which there i s a controversy down there , other than 

that which I have gleaned from a hasty glance a t the h e a d l i n e s . I don't know whether 

i t has any connection or not w i t h the expenditure o f Federal funds. I d i d n ' t 

suppose i t had, i t may have - I d i d n ' t know t h a t i t d i d . 

There i s n o t h i n g new that I can gi v e you i n r e l a t i o n to the developments 

in Tacna-Arioa. There are d i f f i c u l t i e s there i n a r r a n g i n g f o r the h o l d i n g o f a 

plebeoite, but as I have i n d i c a t e d before i t i s a matter o f such importance to the 

welfare of Peru and C h i l e , and the general w e l f a r e o f South American c o u n t r i e s , that 



I assume the d i f f i c u l t i e s w i l l be s o l v e d and the p l e b e c i t e h e l d i n accordance w i t h 

my f i n d i n g as A r b i t r a t o r . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the proposal that has been made by the 

Disarmament Cou n c i l of the League o f Nations to i n v i t e the U n i t e d S t a t e s to become 

a member of a S p e c i a l Commission that i s to be c r e a t e d to prepare f o r an I n t e r ­

n a t i o n a l Conference f o r r e d u c t i o n o f Armaments, other than that which i s contained 

in the question here, which i n d i c a t e s that that i s an A. P. d i s p a t c h . I wouldn't 

want to make any d e f i n i t e commitment of course u n t i l such a p r o p o s a l as t h a t 

reaches us. I t w i l l then be examined and g i v e n c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n . Of course 

our country has been perhaps foremost i n t r y i n g to advance the p o l i c y f o r a 

reduction, I suppose t h i s means a l i m i t a t i o n of armaments, and t h a t p o l i c y we 

want to advance i n the f u t u r e . 

I t h i n k there i s some s t a t u t e i n r e l a t i o n to the power of the P r e s i d e n t 

to send r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s abroad to partake o f the f u n c t i o n o f S p e c i a l Commissions, 

and there i s a l s o some p r o v i s i o n that was made a t the time o f the adoption of 

our t r e a t y w i t h Germany i n r e l a t i o n to our c o o p e r a t i o n or t a k i n g p a r t i n the 

a c t i v i t i e s of the League. Those two c o n s i d e r a t i o n s would have to be g i v e n 

due weight i n order to determine what powers the P r e s i d e n t may have. I t may be 

that there i s a s t a t u t o r y p r o v i s i o n a g a i n s t a c c e p t i n g an i n v i t a t i o n of t h i s k i n d , 

or t a k i n g p a r t i n the f u n c t i o n s o f a Commission such as t h i s i s proposed to be. 

That i s why I say i t i s d i f f i c u l t to comment on i t u n t i l the a c t u a l t e x t reaches 

here, so that i t may be examined i n d e t a i l . I do want to make i t p l a i n though, 



that our co u n t r y has great sympathy w i t h any e f f o r t t h a t i s to he made i n t h i s 

d i r e c t i o n and hopes t h a t i t may he s u c c e s s f u l . 



The entire Muscle Shoals report w i l l be sent up to the Congress. The 

appendix, as I have glanced i t over, consists mostly of charts and things of that 

kind. They w i l l a l l be available for the press up there, I am sure. It didn't seem 

to be feasible to undertake to make copies of i t here, so that i t could be given out. 

I haven't taken up the question of a successor to Colonel S h e r r i l l . 

Se hasn't resigned yet. The only thing I know about his proposed resignation i s 

what I have seen i n the press, though I think he did telephone to Mr. Sanders to 

make inquiry and I told Mr. Sanders to t e l l him to go ahead and make any arrangement 

he would l i k e to make* 

The Department of Justice i s taking up the matter of considering the 

various suggestions that have been made for appointment to the Federal bench for the 

Eastern D i s t r i c t of New York. Now that the Senators are here, they very l i k e l y w i l l 

make some suggestion about i t . I think that w i l l be taken up and disposed of very 

quickly. 

There isn't anything further that I can say about the press reports that 

come from Geneva r e l a t i v e to an i n v i t a t i o n to be issued by the League of Nations 

to have this Government participate i n a Commission to consider c a l l i n g another 

Disarmament Conference. A l l I can say i s that when i t comes we w i l l consider i t then. 



I haven't had any r e p o r t on some i n q u i r i e s t h a t were g o i n g t o be made 

of the Canadian a u t h o r i t i e s r e l a t i v e to the r e l a t i o n between the U n i t e d S t a t e s and 

Canada on our f i s h e r i e s . There are c e r t a i n r e s t r i c t i o n s t h a t are put on by the 

Canadians t h a t i t was thought might be taken o f f , and i n q u i r i e s are g o i n g to be 

made to see whether t h a t c o u l d be done. I have had no r e p o r t on i t . 

I have two o r three i n q u i r i e s here about the r e t u r n o f the a l i e n p r o p e r t y • 

I do not t h i n k any f u l l p l a n has been matured about t h a t , but there i s a h y p o t h e s i s 

on which the Treasury Department and the i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s are w o r k i n g to see i f 

i t can be put i n t o e f f e c t and to a s c e r t a i n whether i t would be s a t i s f a c t o r y t o the 

pa r t i e s i n t e r e s t e d . Of course t h i s i s a l l a p a r t of our ge n e r a l c r e d i t o r p o s i t i o n . 

I t h i n k the amount t h a t i s due t o us from Germany i s about the same as the amount 

that i s due to us from Belgium, and very l i k e l y i t might be pr o p e r t o c o n s i d e r the 

fact t h a t Germany i s a debtor to us and i s a l s o a debtor to s u b s t a n t i a l l y a l l o f 

our d e b t o r s , so th a t a n y t h i n g t h a t we might r e l e a s e would i n a way be so much more 

that would go to those t h a t are to pay us money and those t h a t have a l r e a d y made an 

agreement w i t h us and those t h a t we expect w i l l make an agreement i n the f u t u r e . 

So i t might be, so f a r as we a r e concerned, about as broad as i t i s l o n g . What we 

secured from Germany wouldn't go to others and i f we r e l e a s e d a n y t h i n g i t would go 

to others and they would be the b e t t e r a b l e to pay us. I don't know t h a t t h a t 

element would be v e r y l a r g e i n t h i s s i t u a t i o n , but i t would be worth c o n s i d e r i n g . 

Then there are some d i f f i c u l t i e s about the agreements t h a t we have a l r e a d y entered 



i into to see where they might a f f e c t other n a t i o n s . But I am ho p e f u l t h a t a method 

j can be worked out, so that the property can be returned and the whole matter a d j u s t e d . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the p o s s i b l e appeal i n the Tacna-Arica 

matter, other than that which has a l r e a d y been i n the p r e s s . 

There have been no developments, so f a r as 1 know, about another disarma­

ment conference. 

There i s n ' t a n y t h i n g new that has come to my a t t e n t i o n i n the c o a l s i t u a t i o n . 

Colonel S h e r r i l l , as has a l r e a d y been p u b l i c l y noted, has g i v e n me h i s 

re s i g n a t i o n as Superintendent of P u b l i c B u i l d i n g s and Grounds. I haven't f u l l y made 

j up my mind about h i s successor, but I expect to appoint Major Grant, who i s now 

I in the o f f i c e w i t h Colonel S h e r r i l l , who has had some experience before i n th a t k i n d 

of work. 

I have a l r e a d y spoken about the r e t u r n of the German p r o p e r t y . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about - other than what has come to me here -

a movement to t i e together the Colorado R i v e r development and the M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r 

| and S t . Lawrence R i v e r and other p r o j e c t s . I should doubt very much i f t h a t would 

be p r a c t i c a l . I t h i n k very l i t t l e , i f any, l e g i s l a t i o n i s necessary so f a r as the 

1 M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r i s concerned. No a c t i o n can be taken on the S t . Lawrence R i v e r 

j except by way of t r e a t y . That i s , there would have to be a t r e a t y as a p r e l i m i n a r y . 

And that would take those out and leave nothing but the Colorado R i v e r . Then 

•j-1 t h i n k each of these p r o j e c t s ought to stand on i t s own m e r i t s . I am i n fa v o r o f _ 

development of a l l these p r o j e c t s as f a s t as we can, but the Colorado R i v e r i s a 



very i n t r i c a t e and t e c h n i c a l p r o p o s i t i o n . I t i n v o l v e s the r i g h t s of seven d i f ­

ferent s t a t e s out there, and I don't see any way t h a t i t c o u l d p r o p e r l y be i n ­

cluded i n a b i l l that r e l a t e d to other p r o j e c t s . 

I haven't any s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n about the making up of the committees 

of the Senate, and I haven't enough i n f o r m a t i o n about i t to enable me to pass 

judgment on i t . I t h i n k that i s a matter that ought to be attended to by the 

Senate i t s e l f , and I wouldn't want to i n t e r f e r e i n i t . 

I have a l r e a d y spoken about disarmament. There hasn't been any i n v i t a t i o n 

issued by the League y e t . When i t i s i s s u e d I s h a l l take i t and c o n s i d e r i t and 

see what we can do under i t . I can s c a r c e l y imagine that i t would n e c e s s i t a t e 

anything l i k e a r e p e a l of any present l e g i s l a t i o n . The q u e s t i o n here r e f e r s to 

that, but i t might n e c e s s i t a t e , as I i n d i c a t e d at the l a s t conference, the approval 

or p e r m i s s i o n o f the Congress to take p a r t - i t c e r t a i n l y would as f a r as s e c u r i n g 

the necessary funds by having an a p p r o p r i a t i o n . 

P r e s s : Do you r e f e r i n that to s e r v i c e on the committee to prepare the 

p r e l i m i n a r i e s f o r the conference or the conference i t s e l f ? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , both. I t would r e q u i r e an a p p r o p r i a t i o n of money to 

send any one over to c o n f e r . I am n o t c e r t a i n about the wording of the s t a t u t e and 

i t would depend on the nature of the i n v i t a t i o n as to how i t should be a p p l i e d . 

I have i s s u e d an order today i n d i c a t i n g that i t i s experimental and not 

to be taken as a precedent, f o r a whole h o l i d a y on the 26th of December, r a t h e r than 

to have a h a l f h o l i d a y - o n the 24th and then a h a l f h o l i d a y on the 3 1 s t . I t has 

been the p r a c t i c e i n the past, I t h i n k , of h a v i n g a h a l f h o l i d a y oftentimes before 



a f u l l h o l i d a y , i n order t h a t those that might want to t r a v e l or something can do so. 

As Christmas comes here ©ne day, o r two days, whichever you want t o phrase i t , b e f o r e 

Sunday, I thought i f we had a h o l i d a y of a f u l l day on ifa Saturday, t h a t those who 

wanted to go away Thursday n i g h t would hot have to r e t u r n u n t i l Monday morning. 

I was speaking a l s o about waterways. A d e l e g a t i o n came i n to see me t h i s 

morning, and as I i n d i c a t e d a moment ago I am s o l i c i t o u s about the development o f a l l 

our waterways. I i n d i c a t e d my g e n e r a l a t t i t u d e about i t i n my message. The budget 

has made a recommendation of an a p p r o p r i a t i o n o f $50,000,000, and t h a t o f course i s 

ny recommendation and I stand by i t . I have a l s o had some c o n v e r s a t i o n t h i s morning 

with General T a y l o r , who i s the C h i e f of the Bureau o f E n g i n e e r i n g t h a t has charge o f 

the waterways works, and he t e l l s me t h a t i t may be necessary t o have a d e f i c i e n c y 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r the end of the present year. I mean by t h a t the year t h a t ends the 

30th of next June. So t h a t i f i t i s necessary t o c o n s i d e r any f u r t h e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

above the f50,000,000 t h a t I have a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d , t h a t c o u l d be taken up a t t h a t 

time* My g e n e r a l thought about our waterway development would be t h a t i t would be 

best to get such l e g i s l a t i o n as i s necessary t h i s y e a r , which would be an a u t h o r i z a ­

tion f o r an a p p r o p r i a t i o n , and then we would come i n w i t h the a p p r o p r i a t i o n next y e a r . 

Of course t h i s i s a l l c o m p l i c a t e d somewhat w i t h the tax r e d u c t i o n b i l l . There w i l l 

a n e c e s s i t y of s e e i n g what was done t h e r e , i n o r d e r to see what funds we have a v a i l ­

able f o r t h i s purpose o r any o t h e r purpose. The t a x r e d u c t i o n b i l l , as I have 

i n d i c a t e d , i s a l i t t l e l a r g e r i n amount than 1 should have made i t . I t may t u r n out 

that i t i s no l a r g e r than we ought to have, but the f i g u r e s seem to i n d i c a t e 



$290,000,000 o r #300,000,000, and the t a x b i l l runs c o n s i d e r a b l e above #300,000,000, 

I have f o r g o t t e n the amount, some statements are as h i g h as $330,000,000 and others 

$315,000,000 or $320,000,000, So t h a t what we can do i n the way o f waterways -

i n the expenditure of money f o r waterways, p u b l i c b u i l d i n g s , o r a n y t h i n g o f t h a t 

k i n d , i s going to be p r e d i c a t e d to q u i t e an extent on the t a x b i l l . Then, a l s o , 

on any p o s s i b l e debt s e t t l e m e n t s t h a t we may make i n the immediate f u t u r e . So 

a l l of those t h i n g s come i n as necessary to be c o n s i d e r e d and decided upon b e f o r e 

we can t e l l whether there i s a d d i t i o n a l money to use f o r t h i s most d e s i r a b l e purpose 



I haven't had any word from my f a t h e r l a t e l y about coming to Washington, 

so I don't know what he i s g o i n g to do. He seems to have been f a i r l y c o m f o r t a b l e 

i n the l a s t week o r two. 

There i s n ' t a n y t h i n g t h a t I can say about r i v e r development o t h e r than 

what i s i n my message. I have an i n q u i r y here about the Colorado R i v e r . I d i s ­

cussed t h a t i n my Message, and I am v e r y anxious t o get t h a t development a l o n g as 

f a s t as we can. I haven't any new l i g h t on i t , o t h e r than what I s a i d when I 

addressed the Congress. 

I had a t e l e g r a m l a s t n i g h t from Mr. L i s s n e r o f the S h i p p i n g Board s a y i n g 

that he had sent me y e s t e r d a y o r Saturday h i s r e s i g n a t i o n to take e f f e c t on the 

31st. H i s w r i t t e n communication hasn't reached me y e t . 

I haven't any new i n f o r m a t i o n about the R o o s e v e l t M e m o r i a l . I have r e ­

c e i v e d the p l a n s which 1 presume have been d i s t r i b u t e d t o the p r e s s , o r r a t h e r the 

book f o r the proposed Memorial o p p o s i t e the White House over near where the 

b r i d g e c r o s s e s the Potomac - t h a t p a r t where t h e r e i s a r o s e garden. 

I can't make any f u r t h e r statement.about the i n v i t a t i o n of the League t o 

an arms conference u n t i l t h a t i n v i t a t i o n reaches here and we have f u l l o p p o r t u n i t y 

to examine i t . t o see what i t i n c l u d e s so f a r as we a r e concerned and what i t may 

i n c l u d e so f a r as o t h e r n a t i o n s a r e concerned. I haven't any new i n f o r m a t i o n about 

what Congress i s l i k e l y to do i n r e l a t i o n to s h i p p i n g . I want the s h i p p i n g b u s i ­

ness put on the b e s t p o s s i b l e b u s i n e s s b a s i s t h a t we can put i t . My recommendations 



about i t are included i n my message. 

I am very much pleased with the progress the tax b i l l is making i n the 

House, and from such information as I have i t would appear that there is a pros­

pect now of i t s early passage in the Senate, though one never knows what may happen 

in relation to l e g i s l a t i o n . 



I haven't decided about f u r t h e r nominations to the S h i p p i n g Board. 

Mr. L i s s n e r * s time doesn't e x p i r e u n t i l the f i r s t o f January. And some conferences 

are g o i n g on among the Senators about a successor to Commissioner Haney. 

There i s n ' t a n y t h i n g very d e f i n i t e t h a t I can say about the S e s q u i -

o e n t e n n i a l E x p o s i t i o n a t P h i l a d e l p h i a . I suppose I am booked f o r e x h i b i t i o n and 

that w i l l p r o b a b l y be on the 4 t h of J u l y . The matter o f an a p p r o p r i a t i o n i s b e i n g 

c o n s i d e r e d . Mr. Hoover i s i n some way o f f i c i a l l y or s e m i - o f f i c i a l l y connected 

w i t h the e f f o r t to have the e x p o s i t i o n , and he i s work i n g out the d e t a i l s . I 

understand t h a t he has canvassed the d i f f e r e n t departments to see what e x h i b i t 

they would make and how much room i t w i l l t a ke, and when he f i n d s out about t h a t 

why he w i l l be a b l e to make some recommendation about, an a p p r o p r i a t i o n . I t h i n k 

the S t a t e of P e n n s y l v a n i a has a p p r o p r i a t e d $750,000,000 and the C i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a — 

how much i s i t t h a t the C i t y o f P h i l a d e l p h i a i s a p p r o p r i a t i n g ? Some way i t l a y i n 

my mind $3,000,000. But what we are working on i s to see how much i t would take 

to put on the e x h i b i t i o n that the d i f f e r e n t departments a r e w i l l i n g to f u r n i s h . 

Then there i s some suggestion about an Army and Navy e x h i b i t i o n . The Navy Yard i s 

r i g h t next t o the f a i r grounds, so t h a t wouldn't be p a r t i c u l a r l y d i f f i c u l t . There 

would be much more d i f f i c u l t y about u s i n g troops up there and h a v i n g an e x h i b i t i o n 

of a r t i l l e r y , and t h i n g s o f that n a t u r e . Now what a l l t h a t w i l l c o s t , I don't know. 

I t r i e d to f i n d out what i t w i l l c o s t , what the l o c a l a u t h o r i t i e s , s t a t e and 



m u n i c i p a l , a r e p l a n n i n g to expend and make our e x p e n d i t u r e s a c c o r d i n g l y , The 

S e c r e t a r y o f War has had a man up t h e r e , but he s a i d h i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n to the 

people i n charge o f the e x h i b i t i o n was t h a t the War Department would i n c u r no 

e x p e n d i t u r e . They might f u r n i s h some tro o p s and a r t i l l e r y , and so on, but w i t h o u t 

e x p e n d i t u r e . And I t h i n k t h e r e i s some p l a n to have a C.M.T.C. there f o r boys. 

P r e s s : Does t h a t mean t h a t i f you c a r r i e d t r o o p s t h e r e the e x p o s i t i o n 

would have to bear the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n expense? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , not n e c e s s a r i l y . But what the S e c r e t a r y of War t o l d 

them was t h a t he had no a u t h o r i t y t o i n c u r any e x p e n d i t u r e . The m a t t e r o f ex­

p e n d i t u r e s and the m a t t e r of e x h i b i t i o n i s b e i n g t a k e n up i n d e t a i l by Mr. Hoover. 

I have i n d i c a t e d t h a t as c o n d i t i o n s now a r e I would be w i l l i n g t o ap­

prove a b i l l c r e a t i n g another member f o r the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission, 

another o f f i c e f o r i t , and t h a t I would expect to make t h a t appointment from the 

South. There i s a s u g g e s t i o n f o r r e g i o n a l appointments. I doubt v e r y much i f 

t h a t i s e x p e d i e n t , but I would be g l a d to a p p o i n t a member from the South as I 

have s e v e r a l times i n d i c a t e d , and would be g l a d t o approve a b i l l a p p o i n t i n g -

d e s i g n a t i n g o r i n c r e a s i n g the number, so t h a t I c o u l d a p p o i n t aomeone from the 

South. I t h i n k i t has a l s o been suggested t h a t perhaps t h e r e s h o u l d be two more 

members. I h a r d l y t h i n k t h a t would be n e c e s s a r y . V acancies a r e o c c u r r i n g a l l 

the time by one way o r another. Nobody expected Mr. P o t t e r would r e s i g n . He d i d . 

There are always v a c a n c i e s o c c u r r i n g on a board as l a r g e as t h a t . 

P r e s s : Would the member be a democrat? * 



P r e s i d e n t : I don't t h i n k t h a t would make any d i f f e r e n c e one way o r the 

ot h e r . I s h o u l d imagine t h a t he would be a Democrat, but t h a t i s a m a t t e r o f s m a l l 

consequence on a j u d i c i a l board o f t h a t k i n d . 

I have two or t h r e e i n q u i r i e s about western waterway development. I 

covered t h a t p r e t t y w e l l i n my message. I of course d i d n ' t mention a l l the r i v e r s , 

but I mentioned the main l i n e s and t h a t o f course i n c l u d e s t h e i r t r i b u t a r i e s . 

I t h i n k I p r o b a b l y s a i d n o t h i n g about - the M i s s o u r i would be i n c l u d e d i n Kansas 

O i t y - but I s a i d n o t h i n g I t h i n k about the I l l i n o i s R i v e r . That would be i n c l u d e d 

i n th.% Great Lakes to the G u l f waterways, and o f course the upper M i s s i s s i p p i would 

come i n . The f a c t i s t h a t the S e c r e t a r y o f War i s now h a v i n g i n v e s t i g a t e d the 

q u e s t i o n o f what l e g i a l a u t h o r i t y he has to p r o v i d e f o r a l i k e l i n e o r a s i m i l a r 

l i n e o f boats on the upper M i s s i s s i p p i , r u n n i n g from somewhere, S t . P a u l , M i n n e a p o l i s 

or beyond, down to S t . L o u i s , t o correspond w i t h those t h a t r u n from S t . L o u i s t o the 

G u l f . That was an e x p e r i m e n t a l p r o j e c t , but of course - from S t . L o u i s t o the G u l f -

w i t h the i d e a t h a t i f i t proved p r o f i t a b l e , which i t has - I don't mean by t h a t t h a t i t 

has made v e r y much money, but i t showed t h a t i t was c o m m e r c i a l l y f e a s i b l e , t h a t i t 

would then be d i s p o s e d o f . I t has been proven I t h i n k to be c o m m e r c i a l l y f e a s i b l e 

and can be d i s p o s e d o f a t any time, and the S e c r e t a r y o f War i s i n v e s t i g a t i n g the 

p r o j e c t o f h a v i n g s i m i l a r l i n e s run from S t . P a u l down t o S t . L o u i s and beyond. 

Now, t h i s i s l a r g e l y , as I i n d i c a t e d , t h e o t h e r day, a m a t t e r o f money. The p r e s e n t 

budget c a r r i e s I t h i n k a t l e a s t $10,000,000 t h a t couffid be devoted t o t h i s purpose. 

I am q u i t e n a t u r a l l y w a i t i n g to see what happens to the t a x b i l l to see i f any more 



Imoney can be made a v a i l a b l e f o r the present y e a r . Now of course I st a n d by the 

budget, as I have submitted i t , f o r the p r e s e n t , but I understand that we have t o h 

have a supplementary budget p r o b a b l y f o r the r i v e r and h a r b o r work f o r the p r e s e n t 

year, and when t h a t comes up then there w i l l be an o p p o r t u n i t y to c o n s i d e r tbe 

needs here. I understand t h a t i t i s probable t h a t $10,000,000 more c o u l d be p r o f i t -

jably spent i n a y e a r . That i s $20,000,000 a y e a r . Now t h a t a l l depends on whether 

Ithe t a x b i l l i s i n c r e a s e d , so t h a t i t e n t i r e l y exhausts any probable excess of 

income over outgo. 

P r e s s . Would t h a t be spent on the M i s s i s s i p p i system? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , on t h a t g e n e r a l system. The Ohio I t h i n k i s to be i n -

reased i n two or three y e a r s . I t h i n k we have about 30,000 men w o r k i n g on t h a t . 

t i s completed from P i t t s b u r g h w e l l down toward the M i s s i s s i p p i . 

I haven't any s p e c i f i c i n f o r m a t i o n about the amount c a r r i e d i n the budget 

for the p r e v e n t i o n o f t u b e r c u l o s i s . I would have to say about t h a t and about a l l 

these t h i n g s t h a t so f a r as I know the amount c a r r i e d i n the budget seems to be w i s e . 

Now the budget i s made up i n t h i s way. Departments make t h e i r recommendations. 

It i s f o r the Department to show th a t the money i t has asked f o r i n the p r e l i m i n a r y 

budget i s needed. The Bureau of the Budget doesn't undertake tb show that i t i s n ' t , 

but on the other hand a l l the Bureau recommends i s what the Department proves i s 

needed. That would be what was done here or w i t h any o t h e r i t e m . Now, t h a t i s n ' t 

the end of the budget. I t goes up t o the Congress and as I p o i n t e d out i n my 

Message they have the r i g h t to i n c r e a s e or d i m i n i s h i t , and o f t e n t i m e s i t happens 

there i s an a r r i v a l o f new evidence a f t e r the budget goes to the Congress. I t h i n k . 



the d i s p o s i t i o n i n the House i s r a t h e r to e n l a r g e i t then reduce i t on the whole, 

but our ex p e r i e n c e under the budget I think: has shown t h a t the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s on 

the whole are w i t h i n one or two p e r c e n t o f what the budget has recommended, Now 

t h i s may be too s m a l l , or too l a r g e , I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n . I f t h i s i n q u i r y 

i s i n s t i g a t e d by some one t h a t i s i n t e r e s t e d and t h i n k s i t i s too s m a l l , why they 

have an o p p o r t u n i t y t o appear b e f o r e the House Committee $ and g i v e t h e i r t e s t i m o n y 

about i t , o r b e f o r e the Department o f A g r i c u l t u r e f o r a supplementary budget. 

I expect t o a p p o i n t Mr. Woodlock. I am w a i t i n g t o see what can be done 

about the o t h e r member. 

I t h i n k t h e r e has been a Tacna-Arica* a p p e a l . I t w i l l be t a k e n up and 

c o n s i d e r e d r i g h t away and d i s p o s e d of as w e l l as I can on i t s m e r i t s , 

The i n v i t a t i o n from the League o f N a t i o n s has been r e c e i v e d and i t i s 

b e i n g c o n s i d e r e d b o t h here and a t the S t a t e Department, and i n the Senate, t o see 

what r e p l y we can make and to study the pro b a b l e e f f e c t o f i t , and i t w i l l be d i s ­

posed o f i n accordance w i t h the p r i n c i p l e s l a i d down i n my message. 

There i s n ' t any comment I can make on the c o u r t r a a r t i a l o f C o l o n e l M i t c h e l l , 

That w i l l come b e f o r e me f o r d e c i s i o n , 

I don't know enough about the workings o f the s c h o o l board of the D i s t r i c t 

to know whether i t i s f e a s i b l e t o have them e l e c t e d o r n o t . I r e c a l l about t h a t 

what was an i n t e r e s t i n g i n c i d e n t t o m y s e l f . When I s t u d i e d geography I was v e r y 

c e r t a i n that i t s a i d i n the geography t h a t t h e r e were c e r t a i n e l e c t i o n s h e l d by 

the people o f the D i s t r i c t , and when I was c a n d i d a t e f o r V i c e P r e s i d e n t I came 

through Washington and some o f the l o c a l newspaper men h e r e i n q u i r e d o f me whether 



I was in favor of elections in the Di s t r i c t , and I told them that I thought they had 

local elections here now. I didn't happen to be correct, but i t came about by 

reason of what I had remembered of my geography days. It seemed very curious to 

some of the newspaper men who were considerably younger than I, that I must be very 

much mistaken about i t . I don't know what could be done. I want to have the schools 

of the Di s t r i c t up to the very best condition. Whether th&$ could be improved by 

having an elective school board - that is the direct question - or not, I do not 

know. And I haven't any mature views about the matter of general suffrage in the 

Di s t r i c t . I can see a great many d i f f i c u l t i e s . Of course I am pretty well committed 

to local self-government, and having people elect their own off i c e r s . But of course 

I have also had i t brought to my attention, though not in any discussion of what 

ought to be done here in the Di s t r i c t , the rather sorry plight of the national govern­

ment of one of the countries abroad. It has no jurisdiction whatever over the local 

police. It is never certain whether i t is going to have police protection. It is 

in a certain city and i t is there rather as a matter of suffranee. Now, the United 

States Government couldn't submit to anything of that kind. It has to have absolute 

authority to protect i t s e l f and pretty nearly absolute authority over local police, 

and in order to have authority over local polite i t has to have pretty general au­

thority over the government of a l o c a l i t y . This of course i s a Federal ci t y set apart 

for the carrying on of the business of the United States Government. Pennsylvania 

is interested in i t , the Statesof Washington and Oregon are interested in the Govern 

ment here i n the D i s t r i c t of Columbia no less than Maryland and Virginia. And those 

states are interested in i t no less than persons that l i v e here. So i t makes a 
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d i f f i c u l t and com p l i c a t e d q u e s t i o n , and u n l e s s t h e r e appear to be v e r y s e r i o u s 

abuses of some k i n d or another I should b e . r a t h e r i n c l i n e d to l e t the pr e s e n t 

method of government go on. They t r i e d l o c a l government here one time w i t h an 

e l e c t i v e Mayor, I t h i n k , and then they went back to the p r e s e n t system. 

I haven't done a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r about r e a p p o i n t i n g D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y 

Gordon. He i s i n o f f i c e and of course s t a y s t h e r e . There i s no haste about i t . 

I expect to appoint Major Graham to succeed C o l o n e l S h e r r i l l . I spoke 

to him about i t . He i s g l a d to take the p o s i t i o n , but as I always say I can never 

promise what I am g o i n g to do because something may come up about which I have no 

i n f o r m a t i o n a t p r e s e n t . 

I have si g n e d one or two pardons t h a t a r e to take e f f e c t I n o t i c e d on 

Christmas eve, or the 23rd of December. I hadn't i n mind any s p e c i f i c number. 



We are s t i l l working on the questions involved in the inv i t a t i o n from 

the League of Nations, i n order to see what proper response can be made. 

General Butler hasn't resigned from the Marine Corps, so far as I 

know. The resignation wouldn't come to me. I suppose he would be the proper 

person to interrogate about that. But I have no information about i t . 

I haven't any information about the Noyes plan for farm r e l i e f that 

isn't public property. A l l proposals for farm r e l i e f w i l l be taken up by 

Secretary Jardine and carefully considered. We are working on that problem 

a l l the time. Some of the best minds i n the United States are constantly 

engaged on i t . 

I have already spoken about the League of Nations i n v i t a t i o n . 

Chairman O'Connor came i n this morning to confer with me about pos­

si b l e competitition that might arise in rates between American lines and 

foreign lines, to see what steps could be taken by our country to support our 

own ships. I mean those that are privately owned. 

I think one or two Christmas pardons have been granted. I don't 

know just how many. 1 signed several pardons the other day and I noticed 

some of them were to go into effect about Christmas time. 

Here i s a question that says that Premier Mussolini said "that the 

parliamentary system i s i n a state of obvious decadence i n a l l countries which 

have followed i t . " I haven't any information about that. "We don't have the 



parliamentary system i n tMs country. 1 would assume that he was ref e r r i n g to 

the parliamentary form of government that is in use on the continent. And of 

course the B r i t i s h Parliament i s the great example of i t . 

The matter of protecting our people as well as we can from the high 

price of rubber i s being taken up by the Secretary of Commerce. I think i t 

has also been considered by the Secretary of State. I don't think that this 

i s any recent beginning of such a c t i v i t y . It has been going on for a long time. 

When the Taona-Arica appeal has been considered, I imagine that the 

f i r s t step w i l l be to notify the countries interested to f i l e b r i e f s . Now, 

i t i s possible that I may arrive at some conclusion in relation to that, with 

the advice of course, of the State Department some time today* I want to ex­

pedite i t in every possible way. 

I have already spoken about the a c t i v i t i e s i n the rubber situation. 

I don't know anything about father's Christmas plans, except in the 

most general way. I don't know of any a c t i v i t i e s that he i s l i k e l y to engage 

in on that day that are different from those that he usually pursues. 

I have already referred to General Butler. 

Perhaps I should say that what we are working on i n rel a t i o n to the 

invitation from the League of Nations i s what method we can best pursue i n 

working out some way to accept the invit a t i o n . The studies that are being made 

are of a constructive and affirmative nature. 

About the appointment of Mr. Taylor. There seems to be a l i t t l e 

misapprehension about that. I arrived at the conclusion that Mr. Taylor would 
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be a good man to a p p o i n t , and a f t e r r e a c h i n g t h a t c o n c l u s i o n , as I u s u a l l y do I 

sent f o r the Senators from t h a t s t a t e . One of them was here and the o t h e r one was 

away where he c o u l d n ' t be reached. I sent f o r Senator Underwood t o i n q u i r e i f he 

had any p e r s o n a l o b j e c t i o n s . He s a i d he had not,and he undertook t o make i n q u i r i e s 

o f h i s c o l l e a g u e and I understood he had no o b j e c t i o n t o the appointment. I make 

t h a t statement i n o r d e r t h a t i t may not be thought t h a t Senator Underwood or any 

one e l s e d i c t a t e d the appointment. They were i n q u i r e d o f because the appointment 

l a y i n t h e i r s t a t e . I t h i n k the Democratic r a n k i n g member on the committee was 

away and so I wasn't a b l e t o i n q u i r e of him, which I p o s s i b l y might have done. 
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Report has heen made to me by the Federal Trade Commission 

on i t s investigation of the tobacco growers and merchandisers. It is a 

very voluminous report. I don't know that there is anything in i t that 

indicates wrongdoing on the part of anyone, so I have sent i t to the 

Attorney General to analyze for the purpose of discovering whether i t 

reveals any situation that requires any action. Now I don't want any i n ­

ference to be drawn that i t has revealed any such situation. The only 

thing that I have done i s to send i t there for analysis. 

I have a number of inquiries about farm legislation. I have 

stated my position as best I could in my message to the Congress and in 

the somewhat more extended statement that I made in the address at Chicago 

I have noticed what I thought was some confusion i n the past in relation 

to my position, and i f any one wants to know just what i t is he can best 

find out by reading the message and the address. I think the confusion 

has arisen by reason of the fact that some times more emphasis is put on 

oneportion of my address and some times more emphasis i s put on another 

portion of i t . They a l l go together and atate as best I could my position 

I haven't any idea now that I shall consult General Pershing 

relative to the appeal that has heen made by Chile from, I think i t i s , 

technically, from a decision that I made or a resolution that was passed 

by the Committee. I should expect that the only people that i t would be 



appropriate to consult would be the i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s , which would be done 

i n the usual formal way of having b r i e f s f i l e d . 

The matter of attend i n g the conference at Geneva seems to be progres­

s i n g f a v o r a b l y . Such i n q u i r i e s as I have made of members o f the Senate and 

House i n d i c a t e that they look on i t f a v o r a b l y , and I haven't found any one 

there yet whom I have consulted that has any o b j e c t i o n to make t o an ap p r o p r i a ­

t i o n . Nothing has been done about the personnel that may be used, as to those 

that may be sent over from here or those that are a l r e a d y i n the s e r v i c e 

there and would be a v a i l a b l e , and any reports i n the press here, and e s p e c i a l l y 

abroad, of course are merely s p e c u l a t i o n . I can't prevent those - I am not 

making any c r i t i c i s m of them, but of course I don't want to be h e l d 

r e s p o n s i b l e f o r them. 

There w i l l not be any withdrawal of the President as a r b i t r a t o r i n 

the Taona-Arica matter. The a r b i t r a t i o n i s proceeding, and so f a r as I have 

any information w i l l continue to proceed. 

Senator Robinson and Governor Jackson of Indiana came i n to pay r e s p e c t s . 

The Governor and I t a l k e d sympathetically w i t h each other of some of the 

troubles that executives have, and q u i t e n a t u r a l l y I reminisced some o f 

my experiences when I was h o l d i n g the o f f i c e of Governor of a s t a t e . 

I haven't any speaking engagements that I know o f . 

I judge that my father's c o n d i t i o n i s about what can be expected. 

His years and h i s troubles come on about as we had expected they might come. 



He has had some t r o u b l e w i t h h i s l e g . That i s n o t h i n g new. I t i s some­

times more acute than at o t h e r s . That may c l e a r up as i t has b e f o r e . 

I don't know of a n y t h i n g I can say about the c o a l s t r i k e other 

than to express g r a t i f i c a t i o n that there seems to be a prospect of a d j u s t ­

ment between the i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s . I n o t i c e d that P r e s i d e n t Green o f the 

American Fe d e r a t i o n spoke very h o p e f u l l y , and I have no doubt that he spoke 

from more accurate i n f o r m a t i o n than I have r e l a t i v e to the b r i g h t 

prospects of a s e t t l e m e n t . 

The r e p o r t s that we r e c e i v e r e l a t i v e to g e n e r a l business con­

d i t i o n s are the same as those which have a l r e a d y been noted i n the p a s t . 

The immediate prospect seems to be good, m o t u n d e r l y i n g c o n d i t i o n s seem 

to be sound, speaking i n a general way. There are c e r t a i n areas and 

c e r t a i n l i n e s of business that are not so good, due to drought, f a i l u r e 

to r e a d j u s t , but i n the i n d u s t r i a l w o rld readjustments seem to be p r o ­

ceeding most h o p e f u l l y . 

I expect t h a t the r e p o r t of the Federal Trade Commission on 

tobacco w i l l be made p u b l i c i n due time. But I don't want to speak au­

t h o r i t a t i v e l y on t h a t . I haven't i n mind j u s t what was i n the r e s o l u t i o n 

t h a t d i r e c t e d the r e p o r t to be made to me. That might govern i n some way 

what ought to be done w i t h i t i n the way of p u b l i c i t y . 
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