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Tuesday, July 7, 1925.
HReport of the Newspaper Conference.

I guess all of you present are authorized to attend the conference,
but my experience huas taught me that it is going to be necessary to state at
nearly every one of these conferences that the President can't be quoted, so I
will reiterate that if you don't mind.

I don't think I can make any comment on the address that I made at
Cambridge. It seems to me plain enough, and it couldn't be misunderstood.

As ycu-probably know, I dislike.very mach to either confirm or deny
any newspeper stories, but I have got several inquiries here about a New York
newspaper story. oS0 far as I koow that is without any foundation whatever.

That is the rum fleet story, Ur. President?

Yos. That is any story that any action had been taken by me in relstion
to it. I think I read before I came up here that there had been.some smigrling
in this vicinity which had caused the arrest of the Chief of Police of the town of
Swampscotte

Mr. President, do you contemplate any action?

I haven't in contemplation any action at the present time. Of course it
is generally mown that the matter of the enforcement of prohibition is looked
after by the duly constituted officers that are appointed under the law for that
purpose and doesn't come under my par:onal directions

1 haven't any specifiec information about the coal situation, other than

what I have seen in the press. I have no doubt that the Secretary of Labor is'
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keeping in touch with It and undoubtedly the Department of Commerce. But they hawe
made no report to me about it and I have made no sugzestions to them.

| lrs., Rogers came in this morning and talkxed with me about the work that
shehas been doing in comnection with the veterans. She has been very helpful in
that connection, visiting the hospitals and talking with the veterans, and helping
them wherever she could, and she spent a great deal of time at the Walter Reed
Hogpital, and she and I talked over the problem of whether she could continue

that work, and we thought she could continue it to a certain extent, certainly
kntil the time comes for her to go into the House when Congress assembles in Dec.,
fnd after that very likely she may visit the hospitals around Washington and perhaps
pnce in & while take a trip. ©She would like to get out of Washingtom if she can
leave the House.

It 1s my understanding that the Sec. of War is recovering snd as I stated
to the newspaper conference some time ago at Washington, expects to attend to the
puties of his office about the first of September. I made that statement before

lhe operation and the operation has resulted so favorably that I think the state-
nent appears to have been fully warranted.

I don't expect to go to the track meet in Cambridge on Saturday.

I had & conference with the Chairman of the House Committee on Ways and
leans, Congressman Greene, just before I left Washington, and he is expecting to
pall his committee together early in the fall to g0 to work om & tax reduction bill.
{ can't give any figures because the only way to get at those is to get them

from Treasury estimates, so I don't mow what the Treasury figures would show
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3.
)cuuld be done in the way of tax reductions, either of surtaxes or what you might
l]' call the regular tax. I haven't any new information, other than what I have
already discussed with the conference, about inheritence taxes. The present top
limit of 40% seems to me to be so high as to be practically impossible to secure
any revenue under it. I should think it might in many cases result in practically
confiscation, so I should presume that that ought to be reduced. Now I don't know
whether it is possible for the United States Government to entirely repeal its
inheritence taxes at this time, or whether we could adopt some process of ultimate
extinguishment.

Mr. President, you said 40%. Do you have in mind on just what amount
that applies?

That is the maximum amount.

I think the authorities in Wachington are sure that they can reach some
debt~-funding agreement 25 a result of the conferences that are to be held with
France, Belgium and Italy, and some of the other countries.

I haven't had brought to my attention the rent situation in Washington
since I came to Swempscott, so I don't imow what change has taken place thers,
if any.

1 want to go to one of the forts down on the coast right over there
(pointing). 4s I said the other day, I thought some day we could all get on the
Mayflower and visit one of the forts. 1 didn't have any particular plan about

going into Boston or visiting the Navy Yard. That would make necessary a consider-

|able journey up into the harbor from the forts which lie outside at the mouth of
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the harbor. I shsll have to confer with the General in charge of this military
division about that and make some plan about it. I will give you smple notice
so that you will have time to prepare for it.

I don't expect to make any address at the Essex County Press Club next
Saturday. That is an organization that has a regular outine each year 1 think,
and they have prepared themselves at those outings I have attended with some
kind of entertainment and ceremonies which I think substantially take the
place of any speeches. I want to zo, but I don't expect to make any spesch.

lr. President, would you permit a question as to taxes. Have you any
views which you might want to express of what the normal tax might be reduced
to if the surplus was large enough?

I thought that was understood - that there would be 2 generzl reduction that
would reach practically to all taxpayers. But I should want to cover that with
the further statement that I couldn't tell whether that would be possible or
not without having the Treasury figures. Thut would be the plan 1 should take
as a hypothesis, the general reduction of all taxes and perhaps see what the
Tressury experts found it was possible to do with the probable surplus at hand.

lir. President, you do favor a reduction of the surtaxes?

Oh yes.

Twenty-five percent or so?

I haven't any particular figure there. I would like to see it placed at a
figure that would probably produce the most revenue. That may be 25%, or it may
be less. I think 255 is the hichest amount that sny one thinks we could get
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the most revenue at. Others think somevwhere between 12 and 18%4. Some experts
think that 1s the figure at which it is probable that the most revenue could
be secured. 1 am not an expert on those things.

lir. President, you wouldn't object to 12%?

I wouldn't object to any percent that would produce the largest amount
of revenue without the indirect bad effects on business that we get from
too high a surtax. I think, for instance, that a man with two children that
has an income of $5,000 a year pays the Government between $35 and $40. Now
in that condition the $35 or J40 that he pays the Governmment really is a
negligible quantity. The thing he is interested in ic getting the £5,000 a
year or moree The business conditions of the country come to be his first
interest and the small amount of it that he pays the Government is a matter
of very minor importance. In other words, what we have mainly in mind here
is a system of taxation that will be the best that can be devised for the
protection of business and the collection of the largest amount of revenue
with the least dislocation of the business activity of the country.

lir. President, was there anything of interest in Mr. londell's visit?

No. He was automobiling in this section and told me before he left
Washington he would probably be up and I told him to drop in. He is coming

in to lunch.

agisen




. Priday, July 10, 1925,

Report of the Newspeper Conference.

I haven't any information about any conference between the representatives
of the different powers to proclaim a new policy toward China. I doubt very much
if there is going to be any such conference. There is a provision in the Washington
Treaty relative tc conditions in China thet calls for scome sction, and that treaty
has recently been ratified by France within two or three days. Now it is probasble
that whatever there is in the treaty that requires action will be carried out.
Perhaps that is what this question refers to. I didn't understand that there was
anything in the treaty really that required anything like a new policy toward
China, It was sinply a question of how to deal with the present conditions there.

Cuestion: Mr. President, can we say anything in thet connection that it
is planned to go forward with the Customs Conference?

Answer: I can't say that, Undoubtedly the parties to thet treaty will
take up the cuestion of whet sheuld be done to carry out its terms.

Question: NMr. President, Vashington dispatches state that the State Dept.
had suggested a conference of the nations to adopt a policy with refersnce to the
present Govermment of China?

Answer: Vell, I didn't say that thot wasn't 80, but I doubt if it is
quite accurate. They may have made some inquiries as to what could be done under
the terms of the treaty, now that it ha.é been ratified. Perhaps somethinz of that
kind.

I expect Secretary Kelloge will come on here. It was arranged before I

left Washington thet he was to come up [%E_a]ce__in_ a while, Of course the question of
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the debds was pending that I would like to talk with him about and then there is
this question to which I have already referred, as tc what ouzht to be done by this
country under the treaty to which we are a party relative to pending questions in
China - the tariff question there- and the guestion of having mixed courts and the
question of extira-ter:itorial rights. I think all three of those are mentioned in
the treaty.

I am quite sure there isn't any foundation for any report that may be cir=-
culating in New York that Seeretary of the Treasury Mellon has resigned.

I expect to see Ambassador Herrick while he is in this ccuntry. But that
is merely & general expectation which I should entertain towsrd an Anbasg=ador from
any of the countries like France that might be coming home for a short vacation.

Question: Mr. President does that carry with it the understanding that
he is positively going back to France?

Answer: I think so. No understanding ~ no reason to suppose that he
isn't going back. But I haven't any arrangement at the present time tec see him.
Undoubtedly he will confer with me after he reaches this country te sce when it
will be convenient for him to come. I don't think I am going out on the Mayflower
over the week-end. It is quite a task to get the Mayflower cut and in.

I had a letter from Dr. Coupal I sheuld sey it was written Teesday or
Wiednesday, that he expeeted to return very soon. I left him up there because I
thoucht it might be necessary for m= to zo back to Plymouth, but father is making
such good progress that I don't think it will be necessary to go back on secount

of his physieal condition.
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1 haven't any information about the candidates for VYongress in the 2nd
Digtrict. Of ccursge it goes without saying that although that is my own distriet
I should lcave it to the people up thereto decide what they want to deo about the

choiee of a candidate.
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Tuesday, July 14, 1925,

Report of the Newspsper Conference.

Here is an Inguiry about Dr. Murray Nicholas Butler, which I suprose
meons Nicholas Murray Putler. I notice this sugsestdon is reperted in scme of
the morning papers, that the United States ought to be better informed about what
is being done by the League of Naticns., Without desiring to be fmcetiouns at &ll. af

Dr, Batler should visit the State Devartment he might be as much surprised to
find out the information we have sbout the League of Nations as he was to find out
the work that the Leagve of Nations does. I agree with him fully that it is
desirable that our Govermment sho:ld be informed about what the League is doing,
and I therefore think his suggestion is based on a very sound conclusion. DBut I
think his suggestion was that we ought to have a special representative there.

I doubt if that is necessary, because I think we already have clear and definite
information as to what is being done by the League.

I suppose it goes without saying that it is the desire of those con-
nected with the United Statss CGovermasnt, so far as I kmow, that there be some
agreement made in the coal industry that will prevent having any strike.

I expect that the Congress will keep working on the .pla.n for rsorsLaniz-
ing the Goverrment departments until some legislation is brousht about. I have
| made several executive orders transferring departments, mostly I think to the
Department of Commerce, but that doesn't Z0 to the fundamental remson for the
| Teorgen zation. I very mach hope that Congress will work out some plan based on

| the proposals which ars now before the Congress, or which will be before it in
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accordance with that plan which has been presented.

I suppose the Shipring Board wouldn't approve the sale that was prepared
by Admiral Palmer because they had informetion that led them to suppose that they
could secure a higher bid. Then of course there is the question of policy, which
is cne especially for the Shipping Board rather than for Admiral Palmer, about
vhat it shall be permitted in the contract of sale to do with the different parts
of the ships that ars to be sold, whether the machinery and so on is to be nsed
for new work or whether it is to be entirely serapped. I think it is rather the
feeling of the Shipping Board that they don't want to sell st scrap prices boilers
engines and machinery that are in the ships, which are to be used in new ships
for boiler and engine purposes. The bid that was submitted by Admiral Palmer
left those that were to purchase the ships in entire freedom as to what dispesition
is to be made of the parts.

I don't know of any joint action that has been arranged inChina by the
United States, Great Britain and Japan. I think any such report is based on a
nisunderstanding. Our country is cmmn.uni_cating with the different countries that
are signatory to the Washington Agreements. That includes Great Britain and Japan.
But I am quite sure that our country hasn't made any agreement with Great Britain
and Japan about China.

Question: Hasn't it felt that it would be desirable to postpone action
on extra~territoriality.

The Presi'dentz I don't think any agrecment of any kind has be:n made.
A1l thet has been done is to try to secure an exchange of ideas as to what can be

done for the purpose of carrying{ \E1)t|3t9h§ Weashington agreements on the one gide
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and securing from China the protection of foreign interests on the other side.
Very likely the United States, Great Britain and Japan, being particularly
interested, 1n & sense do take the lead, though of covrse France and Italy,
Belgium end several other Powers are interested and will of course be consulted.
Now I think that is the real extent at the present time of the Chinese policy,
baged on those two things - carrying out the Washington Agresments on the one
gide and doing what we can to get China to protect foreign interests on the
ofher side. Now that includes of course the consideration of the tariff and
extra~territoriality and all other gquestions that were cumsiderad in the
Waghington Agreémf-_\nts.

I want to g0 up te Canp Devens some time. General Loﬁga.n spoke to me
about it, I had in mind when he spoke to me that he meant to g0 up to the
Citizen's Military Training Camp. I expect my son will be up thers at that tine
and I expected to go up there then. I am not certain whether I can get up to
visit the 26th Division. I wonld like to and perhaps may be able to g0

I can't give any particular comment on the adventages of my being

in New Englend the of the esteblishment of an air mail service between
Bostcn and New York. The only informetion I have is that which is perfectly
obvious. And before taking any settled position about it, I should want to
consult the Post Office Devartment. Of course it is a thing that I should like
to have done, tut whether it ought to be dome considering all the other require-

ments of the mail service or not, I couldn't tell.

Guestion: Mr. President, is the Postmaster General coming up to see

you? - 00800
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Answer: Not that I know of. I haven'!t any plan about that. I expect

bhat substantially all the Cabinet members will be up here at one tine or gnother.

I think I have indicated the Chinesge situation.

Guestion: Would you care fc say in comnection with the Chinese situation

phether there is hope for an early Customs Conference.

The President: Of course it goes without saying that we all hope for an

early adjustment of cur difficulties there. WNow, whether conditions are such that

Lné can have ancther conference or not, I can't say. I think that I am justified in
peying that we are trying to promote conditions that will warrent an early con-
ference on the tariff and on extra-territoriality.

Question: Referring tc that question of Dr. Nicholas Murray BPutler. I don't

think hie sugsestion was that we should send a special representabive but that we

phould have a man at Berne who would be anthorized to atiend meetings. He raises the

point now that the Minister at Berne isn't authorized to attend.

The President: Well, I don't know enoush about the details to know wheiher

that is necessary or not.

Question: My impression was that we were getting the information through
Berne all the tine,
The President: Of course it is barely possible that the report didn't give

practly what he was driving at. 1 thought that what he indicated was that there weas

pery importent work being done that onr GCovermment and the people over heres might

Fell be interestsd in and advised of. Of course if it is a matter of publie interest
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hy 1 should say that that wonld be quite naturally attended to by the people
fithout the intervention of our Government. I think our Govermment is very ac=-
purately informed as to what is teking place, though it may be that they need more
bagigtanes in getting more early and accuratz information, Tt I don't understand
hai that is the case.

I haven't received any communicabtion, so far as I reeall, from Admirsl
Palmer or lr, 0'Comnor regerding a ship sales policy, other than what I-think has
lready been given to the press. The Board replied to my communication sccepting
fhat policy and pointing out that it had been virtually provided for in the resolu=

ion that was Yf passed by the Board sbout the time I susgested that they put the

rgency Fleet Corporation and the operation of the ships in the hands of one man,
E\Izch was provided for by the appointment of idmiral Palmer at that time.

tuestion: 7You 8till want legislation on that, Ur. Preaident?

Answers Well, I am not certain sbout that. I rather think that some
legislation might be helpful, Iy understanding with the Board was that this

policy could be carried out by them without the intervention of legislation.

There isn't anything new respecting Secretary Weeks. My understanding

is that he is making & good recovery and of course in time I expect to see him

back at his desk in Washington.

Question: Mr. President there was a dispatch the other day that he would
Le out very soon.

Answer:; I don't know of any foundation for that. No information has
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yme to me that he was going to the Essex County Republican Convention July 26th or

fth.

2028k




Tuesday, July 21, 1925.

Report of the lNewspaper Conference.

There is little, if anything, that I ean say about legsislation that is
likely to come before the next Congress. I haven't given that any special thought.
Of course it 1s before me in a general way =11 tha time.

I don't know of anything that makes it probable that there will be a
special session of the Congress. I don't see any prospect of one.

I haven't any plans for any extended trip this week, and I don't Xmow
now when any Cabinet members may come lere. I know that it is quite hot, as the
recent arrivals inform me, in Washington, and I told members of the Cabinet that
I should be glad if any of them would come up any time and stay over the week-end.
1 expect that they will avail themselves of that oprortunity, so that their coming
up here will not have any special siznificance. It is merely = matt.er of visiting
me and escaping from some of the hot weather in Washington.,

I rather hope that at this time we ecan let the country rest from
thoughts about Washington octivities, politics and legislation, and give the
people an opprortunity to devote their thonght and attention to building up the
intustry, business and commerce of the nation.

I haven't any reports relative to the negotiations that are going on
for an adjustment of weges in the coal industry. Iy informstion about that is

practically all from the newspaper reports.
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I haven't any further informstion about the situstion in China, other
than what has already been given out. That is being looked after of course by the
State Department, and I expect that such inform-tion as they may receive that they
can disclose, they will do.

Ir. President, have you heard frem Secretary Xellogg as to when he is
going bacli to St. Paul?

No. He said he is going back to Washington to stay indefinitely.

Question: Ilr. President, would you elsborate upon your policy of return=-
ing the Boxer irdemnity, which was reported in the paper this morning.

Answer: That was provided for by the legislature in the last sessicn
| and all I did was to issue -an executive order carrying out the terms of the lesis~
lation.

Question: Don't you think it is roing to be helpful at this Juncture,
if it coues about?

Answer: Well, yes, I think so. It is an exhidition, I don't want to
boast about our own country too much, but I think it is an exhibition of good faith
on the part of this country. Perhaps it would be more appropriate for some one
else to say thet, other than myself,

The Secretary of War has not resigned. I don't expect he isg foine to
resign, and I hope that for the sake of his peace of mind that his resigsnation
will not be reported in the future oftener than onece in two weeks. I don't want

to unduly restrict the reporting, but I think that would be often enouch.
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I went up to call on Secretary Weeks the other dey. I started out to
ake a little ride and got over to Salem and thought I would run over to Gloucester
nd I found him looking surprising well. I had heard very good reports of him, but
1is appearance outruns the reports that I had heard, He seems to be gaining in
$trength every dey. He has made such a large improvement since I saw him in Wash-
ington, You will recall the day that he started up here.
Senator Hale talked with me yesterday sbout the Navy and I have asked him
fo make an intemsive study of the Navy to see if we are meintaining azﬁr neeless
betivities in it, so that there might be a possibility of savineg money 4o the

baxpayers by discontinuing them. You will recall that last year we made an au-

[horiza.tion for some new cruisers, submerines and so on to the extent of a great many
illion dollars. That work will have to begin in the near future. I would like to
find 2 place in the Navy where we can meke sufficient savings to go some way

towvards taking up this new work. I should be very glad to consult General Ilitchell

bout any sudbject that he is familiar with on which he can be helpful. I have con-
[ulted him a number of times in the past and expect to in the future.
‘uestion: Mr. Fresident, do you recall about how mach that outlsy was?
‘in::il"t give the fisures. I think there was an authorization for a number of new
cruisers and they cost - I think a new eruiser costs fully as much as $11,000,000.

I don't believe I ousht to ssy anything sbout the Belgium debt. That is
in process of negotiation and it is in the hands of the Debt Commission. There

will be of course a good deal of publicity given out by the Belgium sources and

it will be for the Debt Commission to determine what part, if any, they desire to
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engwer at present. But as I am not taking direct part in the negotiations, I

esitate to mske any comment about it. I doubt if we can make any progress by
neking newspapér corment at this time.

iy conversation with Senator Curtis has been almost entirely gemneral.
I gaw him in Washington before I came here. He said he was coming up to Hewport
I think it is -

Narragansett Pler, IlIr. President -

Yes Narraganset Pier, to visit his dauzhter. I told him to come up and
spend a few days with me, which he is now doing.

I didn't discuss at great length with Secretary Davis the mstter of the
production of anthracite coal, but from such discussion as he and I had I gained
the impression that there was no particular danger of a strike.

Question: Can you elaborate on the particulars of that pieture, Iir.
President?

Answer: I can't elaborate on something that doesn't exist.
Guestion: You have reason for believing that there wont be a strike
end you rmust have reasons for so believing. It might be of interest to the
public if you think there wont be a strike.

Answer: I didn't have an elaborate conversation with 1Ir, Davis about
it. He didn't go into details. That was the impression I gained, as I said,
from my conversation with him.

Question: Are you going to Peﬁber£cn tomorrow?

Answer: That is possible, but I haven't decided.
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Question: Would you go on the Mayflower or by machine?
I don't know =-.can 20 either way.
Juestion: Youw formerly had a summer cottage there, didn't you?
Answer: Yes, we lived on Hull Hill back of Pemberton one summer, I

think 1917.

Question: Would it be too much to ask if you decide this afternoon to
let us know tonight?®

Answer: I will let you know as soon as I decide. If it should be
stormy I wouldn't zo any way. If it is a nice fair dsy I might go.

Question: Is Ambassador Phillips coming to see you?

I had seen a report in the press that he was. He is a resident of
Boston and is a Boston man. The family lives here and if he is in this country
of course he would visit here, If he comes here I expect he will come up here to
call on me the same as Peter Jay did the other day.

Question: 1Is it at all likely that a conference on the Chinese situa-
tion would inclﬁde a discussion of the traffic in dope and so called drugs?

¥nswer: Well, if any conference is called I suppose it would be
limited to those provisions that were arranged for at the Washington Conference.
I don't recall any of theqprovisiona as having relation to habit forming drugs.
If we cen get these other things out of the way at this time we are working on
that cdnstantly through conferences in Geneva, so I don't know of any thought
anywhere of taking that wp particularly and specially at a conference fh&t might

be called in relation to the things that are provided for in the Wash. Conference.
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& good many exports going out. Vhatever the tariff has done, it hasn't seemed to
irterfere greatly with our foreigyn commerce., I mean by that that it hasn't Fre-
vented imports. I don't want to go into any discussion of the tariff of course.
The main thking that I feel about it now is that the peopde are being more and more
adjusted to it and to undertake to make a change in it would simply throw the whole
country into a state of suspense. Business wouldn't know what to expect as a
result of a new tariff law. It would simply be a time of uncertainty which has
always been an unfortunate condition for business to confront., I think I shall
drive out to the Zssex County Club, They are zoing to have a picnic or something
of that kind on the 29th of July. I don't expect to stay very long.

I have learned from the Shipping Board that they want some opinion from
the Attorney General, I heave advised them to formulate their ouestion and send
it to the Attorney Geperal.or to me recommending that it is a question that needs
the opinion of the Department of Justice. The powers of the Shipping Board of
course depend entirely on the wording of the statute. I haven't that before me
and it is an elementary precept of the lezal profession not to undertske to con=
strue law unless you can look at it and not undertake what the effe:t of the writ-
ten agreement will be unless you can see that, TYou may have observed that I have
always been careful and refrained from giving opinions about written documents

unless I could see them, so that my personal view here will not be of very much

benefit. But I should be very much surprised to find out that the Shipping Board

didn't have a perfect right to sell any vessels that it might declare to be

surplusage and the persons that buy them make such use of them as they may desire
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to make. As I expleined the other day, I don't think it is a particularly good
policy to sell the machinery in ships st a junk price to be used in competition
with the mamfacturers of the same kind of machinery, If it is to0 be used, why
1t ought to be sold at the using price and not at the junk price. But I should be
very mach surprised if there is any limitation in £A#f thelaw thet would make it
illegal for the Shipping Board to disypose of surplus ships for whatever yurpose
the purchaser might desire. I think though there are some provisions that would
prevent the ships being transferred to a foreism flag or somethinge of that kind.
I an talking now of a domestic use.

Guestion: Mlr. President, the Board has already sold some ships?

Answer: Oh, yes. Sold a great many ships. Of course the amount of
$200,000,000 that Senator Curtis said he thouzht might be saved through reorzan-
izetion of Covermment Departments is a matter of estimete and opinion. I had
thought that we might make = considerable saving. I didn't want to commit myself
to any particular fisures, because 1 have never had any made for me. Ny first
thousht would be thet 5200,000,000 would be rather excessive. I think it is
somewhet doubtful whether we could save any such sum as that, but I think we could
save quite a meterial sum. Sinee the original proposal for reorganization of
course, there have been very painstaking reductions in the appropriations for
the different departments. Now it may be that he got this fisure from some
discussion he heard or some investigation that he made when the sugrestion was

first made,
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I haven't had any suggestion either directly or indirectly from General
indrews = I believe by the way he says he would lilke e have the General dropped
now from his name - I think he is entitled to it ~ that he should come hers and
talk with me sbout his enforcement plans, I have told him and told those that
communicated with me in any way in regard to appointments to be mide uhder his
plan for enforcement, that I believe he ought to be gziven as free as possidle a
hand, and that is my policy towards his effort for enforcenment, to give him a
very free hand in working it out in the best possible way.

I doubt if it is fair to say that there is very much polities in the
pregent buresu - that over which Major Haynes has contrel. I think his effort
hes been to secure men that he thought he could rely on to enforece the law.

I don't think I have seen much of anything in the way of political influence

in relation to it. Of course I am not familiar with all the work and details

of his department. There might be political influence of which I haven't been
sequainted, dut I thought he kept his department pretty free from it and I under-

stand it is the desire of General /Andrews to continue that policy.
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e Swampscott, llass.,
Tuesday, July 28, 1925.

Report of Newspaper Conference.

I don't know of any particular subject that I shall discuss with
Senator Pepper. I saw him in Veshington some time before I came up here and
he said he would be golng up on the Maine coast. Guite naturally I like to
keép in touch with members of the Congress, the Senate and House, and so I
told him when he went by here I wished he would try to arrange to stop and
stay with us. I think he will reach here on Saturday and perhaps stay over
Sunday . ———

There isn't any change in the status of the proposed disarmament
conference. One thing or another has developed in Burope that hasn't made
it seem quite opportune to propose it. Just at present the matter of the
security agreement is pending. OFf course if that can be arranged, why it will
lay a very broad foundation for further disarmament. With that undecided
the ouestion of how far disarmsment could be carried would not be one that
they could make an accurate decision about. Now, I am quite aware that
there is never going to be any perfect condition under which disarmament
conferences can be called. TFirst, I didn't want to insert that question
into an intermational discussion during the work that was going on on the
Dawes plan when the question arose about putting the Dawes plan into
operation. Then the question came up at the Ceneva conference. Now it 1s the
questicn.of the security pact. What I have been waiting for was a time when

Furope had seemed to arrive at a?atable a condition as we can hope to have
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there, with 21l pending difficulties over there so that there will be a
gituation that would make it seem that a disarmament conferonce would have the

largest possible promise of being successful.

(IS

I haven't had any further information from Chairman 0'Connor or any
information at all sbout sales of ships. The question arose in the Shipping
Board, as I understand it, whether they had a right to sell ships for any-
thing other than shipping purposes, and I understood they wanted to get the
opinion of the Attorney General. I have undertaken to cooperate with them
toward that end. 1 asked them to formulate their cuestion and that I would
then submit it to the Attormey General.

The officials of the Navy League came in %o talk with me sbout
having & Navy Day this fall. I expect that will be held the latter part of
Octaober.

I haven't any expection of =zny visits of Cabinet members except in
the most general way. I expected they would come here from time to time.
There is no specific time now for any particular member of the Cabinet to
come.

I am not familiar enough with the details of the work that the
Pederal Trade Commission does to gzo into any specifications in relation to
it, but I should think there was a very broad field of useful activity in
which they might engage which is set out in detail in the act establishing
the Commission. They come upon that condition that is chronic in relation

to commissions that are established to do somethins that the legislative
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body doesn't know how to do. Now that is no eriticism on the legislative
body. There are matters of legislation and control that are of such an
intricate and technicsl nature that legislation doesn't appear to f£it them,
and there is a belief on the part of individuals and the public - I am
speaking generally now - that there are evils that ought to be remedied and
the established remedy is to provide a Commisslion to do that. It has been
my understanding and experience in public life that a commigsion would be
established and the legislature would go home thinking that that question
was never going to bother them again. Well, these evils that are complained
of are more or less chronic in the carrying on of business affairs and the
relationship between different individuals of the community. While the
commigssion may help to solve the problems, it isn't able usually entirely to
eliminate them. Then the legislature comes back the next year and somebody
gets up on the floor and says the commission i1s all right but it is the
personnel, He wants to abolish that comuission and appoint new members,
then the evils will be entirely eliminated. That is the way things of this
Xind work. Well now, I don't expect that commnissions are going to cure
entirely all thé evils of our relations, whether they be industrial or
gocial. I think they are.helpful. It isn't always possible to get the
members of the comuission, when it comes to be tried out, to be one that
funetions perfectly. But I have a good deal of faith and confidence in

the state comnissions here in Massachusetts and in our Federal commlssions.
I think they serve a very useful purpose and are very helpful, and I think

the Federal Trade Comuission can perform a very helpful service. Now it may
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be that there are practices that ousht to be changed. It may not be doing some
things it ought to do. 4s I say, I can't discuss the details of their work
because I am not familiar with them. But I should be very much surprised if
there wasn't a very large volume of work that would appear to be profitably
performed by this Commission. It isn't very popular in the business life of
the nation, but I don't regard that as a fatsl criticism of it. It is in the
nature of & business policeman. While perhaps it does things it ought not
to do, and refrains from doing things it ought to do, I don't think it has
reached that stage where it can be said it isn't any good.

I am rather busy just now trying to have my portrait painted, so
that I don't know whether I can get over to the Sslem Theater or not.
I should like %o go over there some time.

Ambassador Phillips is ealling, as I suppose sny of our foreign
diplomats call on the President when they come to this country.

Guestion: Is that today, Ir. President?

inswer: He is coming, I think this morning at 11:30. He has no
particular errand so far as I know, and I don't know of any particular
subject that I shall discuss with him.  OF course, quite naturally I will
agk him about general conditions in Burope and his observation of affairs
over there.

I understood that Major General Patrick is goins to be reappointed
as Chief of the Army Adir Service. He is & man of ability, a faithful and

consclentious public servant, and I think is doing a very good work in develop-
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ing the Air Service., TFrom things that I know haven't been,and perhaps ought
not to be published, I am quite confident that our Air Service ig constantly
growing in efficiency and that it is ot the present time at a very efficient
state.

(uestion: Do you refer to the Army or Navy, or both, Ir. President?

4inswer: I refer to the Air Service generally,

1 suppose it would ve appropriste to have a picture taken of the
vortrait that lMr. Tarbell is making of me, I should like to have it pretty
well along, though, when that is done, and when that period is reached I
shall let the newspaper picture men know. The inguiry is whether it can be
done next Friday, and I don't lknow whether it would be ready then or not.

I don't know just what time I shall come to the Easex County HRepub-
lican Club. I thought I would like to get up there sbout an hour before the
speaking began and stay a little while and then come away. I should like to
meet some of my old associates that I have known so long in the publie
affairs of Essex County. I don't have any intention at present - this is

attending :
the first I have heard about it - of/an outing that is being held by the
Lynn policemen at Beverly. I don't thirk I shall zo over there.

No formal statement has been made to me aboub my appeinting s member
to a board to arbitrate the building trades service controversy. I should
think that is rather 2 local matter. The only information I have is that
which I have seen in the press.

I haven't any information about the establishment of = home for
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Navy dirigibles at San Diego. The first information I heard about it is that
which is contained in this question. I don't think the plan has been under
consideration, It hasn't been brought to my attention. OF course both the
Army and Navy are constantly working on plans for more effiecient notional
defense that never come to my attention. I wouldn't have time to consider all
those details, and I don't know what plan may have been worked out in this
regpect. If a plan has been decided upon by the Navy Department, I haven't
any doubt that there are very valid reasons for it.

I haven't specific inform=tion before me in relation to the textile
industry. I think if you would look at the address that I made last April
before the gathing of the Cotton Mamuifacturers at Washingzton, you would see
that there are figures there that do not indicate that there is any general
depression in the textiles. low there are depressions in diffdrent localities,
but I was astounded when I got the figures from the Department of Commerce,
of & great increase in the amount of textiles that are turned out in this
country. The increase has been perfectly tremendous., Of course during the
war the textile industry, like many other industries, extended itself very
greatly in order to meet war time demands, and cuite neturally when the war
was done those demands ceased and there is undoubt@dly somewhat of a surplus
of textile plants. Now, I am advised that tpe trouble with the textile
industry in New Bngland is two=-fold. The first is the competition that comes
from the maring of such a large amount of coarse goods in the South and the

competition that has come from the importation of such a large amount of fine
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goods., The textile industry here in New England hag felt those two sources of
competition. That is the only specific information that I have. I haven't
any specific information about the woolen industry, but I should be very much
surprised if a survey of that industry wouldn't also reveal that they are
making more woolen cloth in this country than'they were before the War. That
is somewhat & matter of fashion. I recall now that Lieut. Governor Allen
was in to talk with me Jjust before he sailed and he said the woolen industry
had been fairly good but the worsted industry had not been good, and that
vhat was a matter of fashion. Hoth men and women had taken to wearing the
woolens and haﬁn't been for the past two years wearing so much worsteds.
The fall styles this year, however, seem to be turning again to the worsteds.
He thoughthat would bring the worsteds again up to their usual activities.
0f course I knew something about the woolen 1ndusfry here in Massachusetts
before I went to Wasshington, and it suffered then from the general depression
and the general sh;inkage in values., Some of our very large woolen manufactur-
ing concerns here in liassachusetts - one of them had to go into the hands
of a receiver because of the great shrinkage in the value of wool.

That seems to cover the inguiries of the day.
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Tuesgday, August 4, 1925,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

No one has yet been chosen to succeed Mrs. Cardener on the Civil
Service Commission.

I haven't any definite plan about another visit to Plymouth. I
thought some time toward the middle of the month perhaps I could get away.

I haven't any ides when any other Cabinet officer may come here,

Cuestion: Mr. Preeident, you might get awsy, you mean, to go to
Plymouth or Washington?

Answer: No, I meant to Plymonth.

I don't think I have any infermation gbeut either the economic or
the political situation in the middle and northwestern states that isn't lmown

of all men. I have very little information abecut the pclitical situstion in

that region. So far as I am informed about the economic situation, it seems

to be improving. Prices of all ferm products, wheat, corn and hogs especially,
ars very good now; $14 for hogs, which is an increase of between $2 and §3.

Questiont Since when, Mr. President?

Since a year ago. The only unfaverable economic condition thers is
certain areas where crops haven't been very good. Now that is more an im-
pression on my part than it is definite information,

I don't know of any time that Secretary Hoover and Secreiary Mellon

are ccming. I hope they will voth be up here bYefore I go away. I don't know
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thet Mr. Hoover has returned to Washington, though I expectad he was coming

back the first part of August.

I haven't any fizures that will give me any indication about the
economic conditions of Frence, Belgium and Italy, and while negotistions are
going on with the Debt Funding Commission I shounld hesitate very much to make
any public comment, even if I had any information, and it happens that I
haven't any. BSo I cml@'t be of any definite opinion as to the ability of
those three countries to meet their payments,

As I have elready said, I don"t know when I am going to Plymouth,
Vt, and haven't any plan about going to Plymouth, Mass.

I don't lmow anything about the action taken in rsgard to Comnissicner
Haymes, other than what I saw reported in last night's paper. It had been my
understanding that he would continue in his office the same as he had been
doing and that Assistant Secretary of the Treasury Andrews would be in the
position of an Assistant Secretary of the Treasury in charge of looking after
the enforcement of prohibition. That is, instesd of the Secretary of the
Treasury himself undertaking to look after the details, which of course he
could not do, he turned that part over to an Assistant Secretary. I don't
suppose it had much of anything to do with the work that HMajor Haynes was
doing. He worked more direetly under the Secrstary of the Tregsury than he
was working under the Asst. Secretary of the Treasurys.

I haven't any one in mind for Amdassador to Japan., I want to make

an appointment there very soon. Quite ngturally I should want to talk with
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the Secretary of State about it.

I didn't get any new information from Ambassador Sheffield about
lexico. Of course you recall that since I was at Washingtonhe had to zo to the
hospital to undergo an cperation., He seems to be making a good recovery, you
kmow of course it takes some time to recover from a serious operation, and
on account of his illness he didn't keep in the closest of touch with the
Embasey at Mexico, although he was in communication with them. So that I don't
know of any new develomments in Mexiee. I think our relations may be generally
stated to be more satisfactory at the present time than they were a short while
880.

I didn't have a chance to discuss with Senator Pepper at any length
the publiec questions. He came in in the evening and it happened that we had
& picture to look at that evening and the next day was Sunday. He went away
right after lunch. We went to church in the morning. I know in a genersl way
that he is working on the problem of securing the advice and consent of the
Senate to the adhesion by this country to the Permanent Court of International
Justice. That is a question especiamlly for the Senste to work out., The
Executive Office has sutmitted it to the Senate and it of course is entirely
in their hands. I have left it pretty much to the Senate. They have provided,
&8 you know, for taking the question up on the 17th of December. I under-
stood that Senator Peppver would confer with different Senators that wers in-

terested on both sides of the Chamber to see what might be the best form of a
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resolution of adhesion.

I haven't given any thought to any list of whet mizht be ealled
achievements of the two years that 1 have been President. I presume the press
could form a better list of those thinks than I could. I am so constantly
giving my attention to what is going to come that I don't have a great op-
portunity to think of what has gzone by. I think since I have been in office
we have finished the negotimtions on the Lausanne treaty and have come back
into full relstionship with Mexico. We have done a good deal to make our
relations better with the Scuth American republics, I think we have settled
some of our dedbts with some of the countries, I can't name them; of course
Great Britain was taken cars of before I became President, but some of the
others have been settled since that time. There developed during the last
campaign some discussion as to whether the administration was entitled to any
credit for the Dawes Plan. You are at libverty to express whichever view you
think is correct about that. It is sufficient for my purposes and the
parpoges of the United States.that such a plan has been adopted. I am not
verticularly interested in the faet ns to whether we are entitled to credit
for it or not. I think it is a great accomplishment. And of course there
has been the effort to keep the expenses of the Covermment down, and there
has been a law passed reducing taxation. Now there are a lot of octher laws
that have been passed that are important, but this guestion has just come in.
I don*t know as I could zive any particular list of them at the present time.

I haven't any information about conditions in the Alien Property
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Custodian's office, especially in relstion to the Anerican Metsls Co., other
than what has been published in the press. 1 haven't any idaa whether there
is any condition there that would seem to make it desireble to institute an
inguiry or not. It is always a good plan to assume that things have been
done correctly until the contrary is proven. I think that would be the
attitude that I have in mind in relation to that situation.

I haven't any plans about making any addresses in the West before
Congress meets.

I haven't any new information about what is zoing on in relation to
China. I saw lMr. Castle for a short time when he was here Saturday. I under-
stood from him that he thought the Department was making as good progress as
could be expscted in arriving at some practically uniform conclusions on the
part of the Nine Powers that are interested which would be in substantisl
agreement with the policy already announced by the State Department,

I have already spoken of the World Court.

The Conferemnce on Agriculture I suppose will reconvene, the
President's Conferenee or vhatever it is called, and finish their studies of
the Agricultural situation, and I should rely very largely on them for sug=-
gestions in relation to lezislation.

It would be possitle to pass some lewe that would ba of benefit to
transportation, but the main thing that it seems to me is needed in trans-
pertation is consolidations. There is one of those pending before the Inter-

state Commeree Commission, the Van Sweringens, and I imagine that some of the
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other transportation units are waiting to see how that comes out in order that
they may get necessary informmation with which to proceed with consclidations.
If we eculd get eonsclidations through, it wounld sclve the problem to quite an
extent of rates. We would then have suffieisntly large units so that it would
be possible to make a rate that would substantiaslly take care of each unit
and not give one railroad a very la.rgé income while ancther railroad under the
same rate weuldn't get enough income to pay for its existence.

Guestion: Do you have in mind that consolidation mizht be helped
by additional legislation?

Mnswer: Well it is possible that it might. I haven't had the details
of thet encugh in mind o give an cpinion, tut what I meant was that the reil-
roads ought to go shead and make them in order to remove to quite an extent the
necessity for legislation. They ought to proceed voluntarily. I think Senator
Cumming is of the opinion th-t the situation could be materially advanced by
legislation. He is one of the authorities on legislative problems in the
Senate and has been on that Committee for a long time, and is well acquainted
with what ought to be done.

Question: Is he coming to see you?

Answer: I haven't any plan for him to come up here. He is in Iowa.
I suppose he is there - was there the last I heard from him. I don't know of
any particular reascn for taking up that question with him or Senators in

general before I should return to Washington.
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I don"t think there is snything I can say abvout the possibility of
a coal strike. It had been my expectation thot there would be some
agreement reached so that there wouldn't be =sny strike.

I heven't made any plans to spend the week-end in Plymouth, I
rather think that there is a nmisunderstanding in what was reported in one
of the morning papers,because Ilr. Adams told me that he wanted to go down
to Plymouth and that he was thinking of teking a tour through the White
Mountains. I think some possible misunderstanding arose about that. He was
going down to Plymouth, Mass. and also was thinking of taking a tour through
the White Mountains. I haven't any thouzht of going to the White Mountains.

I don't think there is anything 1 can say about the Citizens'
Military Training Gaﬁp that hasn't already bean better said than I could
say it. |

That seems to cover the ingniries of the morning.
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Friday, August 7, 1925,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I do not kmow when I can g0 up to Plymouth to make a visit to my
father. It is possitle I can get up the latter part of next week. I shall
come back here after staying there a very few days.

I suppose that General Lord is coming up to talk with me about budget
matters. VWhen I am in Washington he comes in twice a wesk to ceonfer with me
ateut things in his department. He is making up the budget now undoubtedly to
sutmit to me for my consideration and to recommend to the next Congress. Very
likely he wants to confer with me about certain matters in relasticn to it.

I sent for the Attorney Genersl to come up because I want to talk with
him abcut some appointments of District Attorn=ys and Judges, and two or three
perden cases that I had here that I didn't quite undersiand about. He was
geing to Vermont - I got a telegram from him the day before yesterday I think,
that he was going to Vermont, so I asked him to gtop off here. I didn't have
any other errand or any other matter to disecuss with him.

I am not taking any actlicon in relation to polities either in Illinois

or Wisconsin. I don't know anything about the political situation in Illineis.
Of course I ¥mow that on account of the death of Senator La Follette there is s

Senator to be elected in Wisconsin. That is about the extent of my information

abeut it,
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I don't know of any statement that I can make relative to the coal
gituation.

I expect Secretary Hoover will be up tomorrow. He wrote to me that he
had an invitation from people in San Francisco, I think, who are desirdus that
he should present it to me to come out there. I don't think thet there is very
mich possibility that I ean go. I don't know of any other business that he has.
I haven't seen him since he went west some tize before I came up here. I imagine
that there are general things in relation teo hie Department that he mey want to
talk over with me. I don't imagine that he is coming to talk with me about the
coal situation; neither have I digcussed this with the Attorney Ceneral,

Question: When did you say General Lord is coming?

Answer: Monday. He leaves Sunday night and will be up here Monday
morning.

Question: Do you think you could say snything sbout the fact that the
negotiaticns ended so quickly between the cperators and miners and it is now a
month before the expiration of the scale?

Answer:s I am not enough in toueh with the situation, so th=t I could
make any comment that would be sufficiently accurate in my own mind as to be
helpful about it. I think everything has been said about it thet could Be in
the press.That is my principal source of information,

Guestion: Mr. President, it appears that as it is a month before the
scale ends that it would seem that thess reople would earnestly desire to com=-

pose their difficulties instead of fighting, and thot they are still waiting for
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somebody to help them out.

Answer: I knew they had adjourned. Just what the purpose of the
adjourmment was, I don't know, and if you want any informs=tion about it why I
would look at the form of the adjourmment. What was the form of it? VWhat did
they say about it? When were they going to meet again?

Guestion: Subject to call, Mr. President.

Answer: Well, I suprose that would mean that it was the expectstion
that they would be called together again. I don't think any one would suppose
that negotiations had now been broken off and that therefore there wouldn't be
any more negotiations, simply drift on until the end of the present contract and
then all activities cease.

Question: Would it bPe possibtle to announce anything in connection with
your discussion with the Attorney General - about the appointments?

Answer: I wanted to talk with the Attorney General about some District
Attorney appointments and two or three, I think it is one or two appoindments
fo be made to the Circuit Court, and one or two Distriet Court Judges to be
appointed,

Question: MAny of thogse in New York?

fnswer: I don't think so.

fuestion: Are the pardon casesof any prominence?

Ne.
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"“uesda.y, August 11, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Most of the information that I have about the Tord people engaging in
cormercial aviation has come from the newspapers, though :::nf course I know in a
general way that the Ford pec_r,.-le are now engaging in commercial aviaticn. I think
they have & line that runs from Detroit to Ghicago. There is another group with
vhich Colonel Hendsrson, who has lately been an Assistant Postmaster beneral, weuld
be identified. I think that is headed by Mr. Coffin, and they have many other very
prominent business men. Then there is another group represented by - I think it is
John Hays Hammond, Jr. It is John Hays Hammond's son, is it?

Newspaper men:? Yes sir.

The President: And General Sdwards I think is interested in that. 1
didn't know whether lMfr., Satterlee was - was he a former Assistant Secretary of
the Navy or Var?

Newspaper men: Navy.

The President: They came here and gsaw me last week - Friday I think -
and I told them Mr. Hoover would be here the next day, so they came and talked .
with him. I wasn't present at that conference and I don't know just_wha.t it
amounted to., The terms of the agreement under which we tock that airship provdded
thet it was not to be used for military purposes, s$0 that its use would be for
experimental and commercial purpeses. I should be guided very largely in what

use could be made of it by the advice of the Navy Department and the Commerce Dept.
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I think the Ford people are making sirplanes and I understand the other concern
is to use airplanes, The Ford people are having some lighter than air types.

This Hammond concern is making more especislly the dirigible. I should
Ye in favor of making such use of cur two ships as we could to develop the lishter
than air aviation. Now whether that can bast be done by the Government itself or
can best be done by private enterprise, or by a combiration of the two, I don't
know, I am not familiar with the plan of any concern. I want tc help every busi-
ness concern in the country that is engaged in legitimate busiiess, as I have told
the press conference some time before.

Guestion: Mr. President, do you mean the two ships, perhaps the
Shenandosh alse to be used for commercisl aviation too?

The President: Did we make that ourselves?

Press: TYes.

President: Well, I don't know sbout that. I doubt whether the Navy
Department would want to use that for anything but purely Naval purposes, though
it might be that it would be available, slightly, for scme commercial purpose.

. Press: You are interested in seeing the expansion of cammercial
aviation, are you?

President: Oh yes, very much, Very much interested in that.

I haven't made any decision gbout District Attorney Gordon, other than
that which I anmounced the other day that it is my present expectation to reappoint
him., Thet ie the District Attornsy of the District of Columbia. Though there may

information come which wenld lead me to change my mind. I always intend Yo keep
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myself perfectly free and without any positive commitments about appointments until
I sign the warrant or the nomination.

I don't think there is any new development in the appointments of the
Cirenit Court of Virginia, North Carolina and West Virginia. I talked with the
Attorney General about that. They are looking now after the various sugeestions
that have come.

I haven't made any decision about a Civil Service Commissioner.

I wouldn't say at the present time that I was in favor of a bond issue
for the rurpose of erecting Govermment tuildings in Washington or elsewhere. My
desire is ftc reduce the emount of cutstanding indebtedness, rather than to
increase 1t, thouzh there may be some plan evolved that would have as a vart of
it a bond issue that misht seem to be feasible. But the mere naked issue of
bonde for the purpose of Covermment btuilding, I wouldn't be in favor of. If it
tecomes a part of same other plan, it might come in in & way that I would think
vas desirable. I want to out down the expenses of the Government. Now it may be
that by borrowing some money and building a ?uilding somewhere we can save enough
in rent so that it is a desirable financial operation.

Press: Are there any Govermment buildings now that are bonded that way?

President: 1 den't think so, though I don't lnow whether it has ever
teen the policy to borrow any meney for the purpose of erecting buildings.

Idon't think it has been, Put I am not familiar enough with the details of the
financial history of the United States to tell whether that has been done.

Pregs: They are payigg about $25,000,000 or $50.000,000 in rents gbout
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the country, so it is said by some of the men that have been up here.

President: If we emmig rent a building for $100,000 and find that we
could build one and issue bonds that wouldn't cost us but $50,000, why we could
take the $50,000 and use it to pay off the prinecipal of the bonds and at the end
of the cperation we would have the building and not increase our present “taxes.
Now it is possible that some plan of that kind mizht be expedient.

T hadn't given any thought to the question of whether in the appointment
of & Civil Service Commissioner I wonld get some cne that had any experience, or
whether I would take some one from the business profession or life of the
country that might seem to £ill the place in a general ways That is more easy
to do where you are putting members on to a Board and there are other members of
the Board who have all the traditions and training of the administrstion of that
rarticular department, than it is where you are putting some cne into a position
to be the sole sdministrator of it,

I haven't any idea at all abeout what can be done in relation to postal
rates, I suprose that is what this Commission is working on and I em waiting for
their reperts.

I haven't anything definite about going to Weshington. I shall held
myself ready to respond to whatever requirements arise. Of éourse I should like
to stey up here as lonz as I ean, on account of the better temperature, tut
as I have been up here 6 weeks or so I should expect I could £0 back any time.

Representative White of Maine didn't say anything to me as I recall
it about the Alaskan Fisheries. He merely spoke of general ccnditions in Alagka
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a3 he found them, which he thought were enconraging.

The Press: He told us as he was leaving that whatever he had mentioned
to you he preferred be given out by you.

President: I don't know what he could have referred to. I think I
asked him about the Governor up there and he said he didn't happen to come in
contact with him. I asked him about the other officials which he thought were
doing a vary good work, the Judge, District Attorney and other officials in
Alaska.

I haven't done any more sbeout an Ambassador.

I didn't get any new information other than that which General Lord
spparently gave to the press. I think he gave the figures of the tentative
tudget.

I expect to go up to Plymouth the latter part of this week and I don't
suppose I could stay more than three or four days.

Press: Return here, Mr. President?

President: Yes.

Press: Have you decided which day?

Fresident: No. It wouldn't be any earlier than Thursday and not later
than Saturdsy.

Pregs: Co by motor or train?

Pregident: I am not sure adout that, Thers is a train that £028 up
there at 1:00 o'clock I think, which is & very good trainm., My present disposi-

tion would Ye to have a car hitched on that for the accommodation of my party.
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6.
et I think the railroads don't really like to have that published.

Press: Vhat we would like to lmow is not the news so much - if we
eould get it for ocur own value more than anything else.

President: We will let you know. We may go up by motor - will see
how the day is. If it is a nice day a motor run up there isn't bad. If it is
awet day I should prefer te go by train.

No. I expect the Postmaster General will be up here some time this
week. He went away on a vacation before I left Washington, so I haven't seen
him for some time. I don't know of any special thins he is going to take up
with me.

That seems to cover the requirements of the day.



Report of Newspaper Conference.

Tuesday, 4dugust 25, 1925,

I doen't know whether 1 can get down to Plymouth or not. I wg.nted to get
down there, but it is doubtful whether I can make it with all the things that are
coming up here and the engagements that I have to confer with different people
that ecome to visit me.

I have told them to go ahead with thelr preparaticns for dedicating the
Flagstaff over in Lymn. If it is so that I can come over I will go, and if it
develops that I can't get away they will have to go ahead without me.

I haven't any new information about the hard coal situation. I have
noticed, as you precbably have, the actiontaken by the New England Governors and
the statement issued by Colonel John Hays Hammond, who I suppose is especially
well informed about the situation, which was very reassuring as to the ability of
every one to have sufficient fuel in case there was g cessaticn of mining of hard
coale Of course the United States Govermment will do anything it can to assist in
providing the public with fuel in cese there is any cessation of mining,

I have got two or three questlions here about the Army. I don't think
I would take toc seriocusly the dispatches from Washington that purport to smanate
frem the General Staff. It is cne of the characteristics of the revorts that
purvort to emanp,te from that source that they always i‘etwresent the Army as just on
the point of dissolution. We are spending I think atout $300,000,000 on the Army.
Before the War it is my recollection that we spent $120,000,000. I don't want to
be held too closely to those fi:ures, and I supprose as long as we contimue to

spend $300,000,000 that the General Staff would be able to provide the nation with
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a fair degree of defense. I am guite sure they are competent to do that, so that‘
any dispatches thot seem to indicate that that result wont be a.cco::xplish:d would
appear to me to be so much a reflection on the ability of the General Staff that
I don't place any great credit in them.

Here is ancother réported announcement thet I think I should view in about
the same way, that Chairman O'Comnor of the Shipping Board fears that the
leviathan is to be withdrawn from the merchant service. Now, Admirsl Palmer is
eonducting the cperations of the merchant fléet. If he szid the Leviathan was
in danger of withdrawel, why that I sho 1ld think mizht be & statement that some
eredence could be place‘d upon, but I don't understand that he has made any such
statement and until he does mg.ke it I do not think there is any danger of withdraw-
ing the Leviathan. Now of course all of this is the opposition to my policy of
economy. Yocu have got to expect that opprosgition to be constant. I don't think
it is going to be effective. Whenever you come to the cuestion of shipping, you
have to realize that it is & highly competitive industry. Those who are competing
with the United States ships can put out any statements thaot will cause a

cancellation of reservations on U. S. ships and secure reservations on other ships
>

and there may be some motive for having it done. I don't say that it is done. There

might be some motive for 1it.

Senator Zingham spoke with me more or less about aviation and probably
you reeall that he was in the Air Service during the war, and I think he gave out
to the press s statement in relation to 'it. I haven't looked at it in detsil,

tut undoubtedly it was substantially the same as that which he conferred about with

me. ['70637
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I haven't had any official communication with Colonel Harvey. He is up in

this region and ceme down to visit with me over Sunday.

I haven't made any definite plans to return to Washington. I imagine
Iwill get back some time around Labor Day. .-

I think that the portrait that Mr. Tarbell has painted of me will be
finished this week.

I haven't any comment to make about reported articles in the Buropean
press.

I expect to return te Washington by t;:a,in. Perhaps I should have said
that.

I don't know when I can get a new ‘mbassador to Japan. I would like to
fill that post as soon as I can, and no decisions have been made about the ap-
pointment on the Civil Service Commission. There is a rumor that came to me that
one member, I don't know which of the present Civil Service Commission, was
likely to retire, and I was waiting to sece if that could be verified. I do not know

of any basis for the rumor and it probably hasn't any.

Now here is & question about the Izlgian debt settlement. Of course our
law provides for a settlement on the standard- that was adcepted in relation to the
debt of “reat Eritain. We have made four or five other settlements on that basis
and if any cne wants tc have any different basis than that it will be necess ary
for them to show the Debt Commuission, as I understa.nd it, specific reasons why in
their particular case any exception to the British standard should be made. I

suppose every one recognizes that Belgium is in a somewhat different situation
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in relation to the war than other countries. It was a neutral that was caught
tetween the great conflict between the Central Powers and Allied Powers, and in a
voy that appealed particularly to the sympathy and consideration of the American
sovernment end I thi k to the Americen people. It was therefore on that account
that there was a desire to treat Felgiym as gsnerously as we could under the
circumstences. Now of course ;!.'hile we speak of the standards adopted in the

Iritish settlement the basis of that standard was the ability to pay. We adopted
that standard in relation to the British on account of their ability to pay and

that is the fundamentsl standerd in rslation to each and every ome of the debtors
thet owe meoney to the United States. That isn?t varied by the Versailles Treaty

or any other agreement that has been attempted to be made, and the Eelgien setile-
ment hasn't anything to do with the delt of any cther country to the United States.
The basis and standard, as I understand it, is established by law in relation to
the British standard. Now this Government is waiting to see what any other country

]

may propose and any reasons that i't-ma,j,r have will be listened to as to why any différent
deginite settlement should be made with them than the British standard. That is en-
tirely outside of the Versailles Treaty or any other agreement or obligatlon which

may have been thoucht to have been in effect,
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: Friday, August 35 1925,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I didn't have a chance to have so long a visit with Mr. Madden as
I should have been pleased to have. He made some arrangement in Washington
that will necessitate his going to Washington on the night train. I believe
he wasn't able tc get a reservation on the Federal, so he has to take a 5:00
o'clock train over to New York and then 2o on to Washingbon, and thersfore
I didn't have a chance to talk things over much with him. We did talk
slightly - altogether the discussion was about the naticnal finances, as to
the coming sppropriations and the expectdtion of tax reduetion, ut only in
the most general way. We had such a short time that we didn't arrive at any
decision about anything. I did get some information from him. They are going
to start, probably in September, to prepare the appropriation bills, lay a
foundation for them, and be ready to present them very early in the session,
I think that is about all we talked about, He mentioned the fact that his
son-in-law, Colonel Henderson, is leaving the service today to enzage in the
airplane tusiness, both in the mamifacture and in the use of sirplanes for
the transmission of materials; I mean by that carrying express matter and
possibly later carrying mail.,

I haven't any trips in the nesar future that T lnow of. I expect
to go back to Plymouth and stay two or thre- days with my father some time

during August. I don't know just when.

I don't Mmow of any poll of the Senate that hag been made that
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throws any light on how the Senate stands in relation to the World Court, other
than what I have seen in the newspapers.

My boy is going to the Citizen's Military TrainingCemp the day after
tomorrow. It is a pretty hard thing, you know, to be the son of a Preszident.
It doesn't give a boy very much chance to have the sane kind of s life that an
ordinary boy cught to have. 5o that I rather hope that the press will undsr-
stand that he goes up there just as any other boy might go.

Question: Is that Camp Devens, Mr. President?

Yes. Undoubtedly a great many boys would like to go up there that
don't have an opportunity to do so. I hope the press will not give him any
more sttention than they will give cther boys. I think it will probably be
8 favoer to him if he can be left alone up there and be made to do the work that
ccmes to the boys in the camp without any more comment that comes to other
boys.

Question: Will you go up there, ir, Presid.ent.?

Answer: Yes, after they get started, I mentioned that to Mrs.
Coolidge. I don't really like to speak gbout that, but I lnow there is an
inelination always to write stories about the son of a President. ¥y boy
John is just as easily spoiled as a good many other boys and a good deal
easier than some, so 1 am exercising that discretion that all parents do in

trying to protect their children.

I don't think that the State Deveartment has arrived at an under-
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stending yet with all the powers interested in China, though they may have,
My last information was that they hadn't all agreed on just what ought to
be done in @ifferent partienlars. I think there was a very substantial
agreement in principle, but in details they hadn't all agreed.

Questiont Mr. President, does that include the minor Powers?

Answer: TYes. But they were so close tc it that possibly this
Weshington report thet suggests they have arrived at an understanding is
correct. I shouldn't be surprised if it was, but I have no informstion that
it ise Iy last information I think arrived yesterday and indieated that they
were making such progress that it seemed almost certain th=t they would
arrive at a substantial agreement.

Question: Does that include an agresement on the resclution on
extraterritoriality?

Answer: Well, the whole situation is what I meant to cover. The
extraterritoriality and the finsneces and all, Now, as I say, I haven't any
information and this Washington report may be correet. I wouldn't be sur—
prised if it was correct,

I haven't made any f‘éurmal decision sbout the reappointment of Major
Peyton Gordon to be U. S. District Attorney for the Distriect of Columbis.

He is in and will contimue to stey in until some one is appointed to take
his place, and it is my expectation that he will be reappointed. Now I am not
certain sbout that, because I always reserve the right to fake suech other

action as may be necessary in the circumstsnces, but I exvect that the Tept.,

00642



4,
of Justice will recommend his reappointment and that I shall reappoint him.

I haven't done anything especially about a;pointing a successor to
Anbassador Bancroft. I haven't thought of discussing that with Senator
Pepper, though it would be quite matural that any one like Senator Peprver who
ceme here I would inquire of if he had any one in mind thst would seem to
£ill the reguirements. I haven't any particuler specifications. I don't
know - the only desire I have is to get an outstanding man that will commend
himself to the people of this country and also commend himself to the people
of Japan. We have constantly rather delicate cuestions in the East, es-
pecially at the present time, sc that I am naturslly sclicitous to zet a
first-class man to send over there. I haven't given any particular thought
to whether it ocught to be a man from the service or a man from outside the
service. A good man that I could find from the service or out=zide the service
will not make a.n.;,r particular difference. Of course Mr. Bancroft was from
outside the service, though a very experienced man in legal and public affairs.

I don't think there can be any ba:is for the Washington dispatch -
vhere is that dispatch that the Burean of Mines has & plan for the Govermment
10 seize the mines in esse of a coal strike?®

Newspaper man: It was printed in Poston last night.

The President: Yes. Well they may have plans there that contemplate
something of that kind, the same as the Army and Navy have plans for repelling
all kinds of attacks and making all kinds of attacks, but I haven't heard

anything about it, very likely shouldn't hear anything about it. They had a
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bill that was drafted and a report that was made, which was public. Whether
thers was anything in that referring to the seizure of mines, I don't know.
Thera is ne authority on the part of the Government to seize coal mines, so
far as I know, excert that extreme authority of trying to protect the Govern-
ment. I haven't been advised of any such plan and I don't expect that Mr.
Hoover is coming back to discuss any such plan.

I haven't any information at all about tests with anti-aircraft guns.
The only information I had about that was that the tests that were made very
early in the spring or very late in the winter, I don't lmow which, were not
satisfactory, and that they didn't reveal the full defensive forece of air-
craft guns and were not well carried ocut. I haven't had any information
~about that since then. I suppose those tests constantly go on like the tests
of heavy artillery on armor plate. The aireraft pecople are trying to devise
means to escape the hazard of the aircraft guns, and the guns are experiment-
Ing to become more efficient in making a defense aganinst airceaft.

I don't Ymow when I shall go back to Washington. I haven't in
contemplation any trip to the Institute of Polities at Willismstown.

I have already spoken about goins to Plymouth. That seems to cover
the questions of the day.

fuestion: Mr. Madden said he was in favor of reducing the combined
surtaxes to 20%. Mr. Winston published a letter yesterday proposing tle same
thing?

President: Well, I don't kncwlwhat the figures will show, I can't

0644
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instance on the Treasury to give estimat-s of what certain schedules will pro-
duce in the way of revenue, to see if they will produce enough revenue, and
then in the secend instance the Constitution provides that the House of
Representatives shall originﬁte rzvenue bills, rather than the President.
Vhile it would be perfectly vproper for the President under that provision that
requires him $o keep the Congress informed as to the state of the Union to
make suggestions on a matter of that kind, I wouldn't want tc make any sug-
gestion without firut conferring with the men in the House that =re on the
Com ittee and have charge of the tax vills to see what their studies have
indicated. They are going to work on the auestion of & tax bill early in
September, I think Chairman Greene told me, and the only suggestion I can
meke 1s that which I have already said, that the estimates of the Treasury
will show what the result of the schedules are and then find out from those
who have looked into the question in the House what they think is available
and wise, and then get the result of tpg concensus of opinion to see how mueh
we can reduce taxes.
4 Cuestion: Mr, Madden alsc told us that he favored the blanket
provision for rebating the surplus.

Answer: Well, that ie an fdea that he has had in mind for some
time. I don't lmow whether that could be worked out or not. Of course that
could apply only to ineome taxes. Now it mizht be when you came to study the

vhole question that you think if you could reduce taxes safely  $1,000,000
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that that ought to be taken off admis$icn taxes instead ef the ineome. If that
ig the case, why if we had 4'-;?50.000,005: te spare we would want to pass a new
pill and take it off somewhere else, There is a zood deal in his suggestion of
giving authority at the end of the year to take such an amount of surplus that
you have in the Treasury and apply it in the nature of a rebste in the next

year's taxes.
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Tuesday, September /, 1925.
Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I was reminded just as the members of the press ceme in that I have on
ny desk here an address that is to be made by Dr. David Friday before the
imerican Association of Joint Stoek Land Banks at Coloredo Springs tomorrow night.
I have looked the address over and as it has been given to the press tc be re-—
leased Thursday, September 3rd, of course I can't say anything abcut the details
of it, but it seemed to me to be a very important contribution to the discussion
of the present agricultural situsticn.

Presst Vho is this Ilr. Friday, Mr. President?

President: I think he is connected with the Depertment in Washington,
though I am not certain about that.

Yes, I have heard that there wasn't any foundation :.'Ln the suggestion
thet either of the present members of the Civil Service Commiscion were likely to
retire, One rumor came to me that one of them was to retire and agein that the
other was to retire. No i‘mmdufion to either one of them.

I am not very familiar with all the details of the Covermment employement,
not sufficiently to give eny particulsr comment aboui tle proposal of the Federal
Bnployees Associntion to have 1500 as the minimum Government wage. It is my
recollection though that when I was presiding over the Senate and the appropriation
bills went through that there were very many places that were filled at much less
sums than that. It seemed as though down to $800 and there may be some for it, but
I do not know of any reason at present that would Justify inersasing a salary from

800 to #1500, I think GCovermment salaries have been fairly well increased. I
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made some comment about that in cne of my addresses, either to the Congress or else
to the Goverrnment's business essociation. I can't give the fisures now, tut I know
ny studies at the time indicated that there had been a Very generous increase in
Govermment salaries.

I d0 not suppose that I shall appoint Major Gorden before I return to
Washington. Of course I haven't any idea whether I shall return here next swmer,
I haven't any plans for next sumser. Congress may keep us in Washington.

Press: That's campaign time, Mr. President?

President: 7Yes, tut Congress is very uncertain. It might decide that it
cen cempaign best in Washington. I haven't any thought about what I shall do next
sumer. I have enjoyed the stay here very much. It has been very cool and com-
fortables The atmosphere and climate have been a very agreeable change. Of course
Washington is a wonderful city to live in, take it all the year round, but I think
It 1s a good idea to get out of it a short time each year. I found coming up here
and going up to Vermont very agreeable and I think beneficial.

I haven't any new plan about the Shipping Foard. I had an understanding
vith them that if they would go ahead and try out the plan that I proposed to them,
that I wasn't going to press for legislation in relsticn to any changes in the
status of the Board. They have always seemed to have more or less internal contro-
versy in the DBoard. I should like to see that corrected if it could be. And the
Ioard, if it could, be made harmonious. Of course my main desire about it has been
stated séveral times in addresses and messages to the Congress - to maintain a

merchant fleet in the first instance for naticnal defense and the second instance,
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for the benefit of our commerce, and I have always thought it cught to be under
private ownership. Therefore, I have supported the policy of selling our merchant
ships to private owners in order that they mizht carry on the business of shipping
for the American pecple. Of course my other desire for efficiency in Govermment

end economy has been one of the things I have had in mind in desal ing with the Board.

Same members of the Board haven't seemed to be very much in harmony with my desires

in that direction.

Press: Did you say scme, or one?

President: Some; though I think on the whole the Toard hes cooperated
very well, The management of our shipping problem is very difficult, rather a
losing problem, and when any one is engaged in trying to manage that they are always
subject to criticism and the pecple vhich are associated together in a losing

enterprise almost uniformly begin to quarrel with each cther. Each one says that
the other one is to blame for a lack of success., But I think that sit sation will
gettle 1tself.

There ien't any policy that I can announce about the coal strike, other
than thet I shall do what I can to have the Covernment assist in providing fuel
for the people, and there is plenty of fuel I am told to meet all regquirements
if peorle will only pursue their ordinary course in purchases and not undertske
to murchase large amounts of fuel because there is & possibility of a shortage.

Such purchases would simply eontribute to the present shortage, or bring about a

shortage all the sooner. I think the dealers in coal have that in mind and will

advise their customers that they will do the best they can to provide them with
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fuel and deliver it to them from time to time as may be needed. I think my last
nessage to the Congress stated my feeling about the action that the United States
Government might take relative to the mining and transportation of coal. 1t is
ny recollection that I recommended substantially the findings of the United States
toal Commission, perhaps with cne or two exceptions. I noticed an editorial
sréicle in the Public Ledger that set out what I did very carefully, published
some weeks ago. I thonght the President ou ht to have authority in case of a
threat or cessation of mining to appeint a Commission that would have some power
to investigate the facts, in order that they might be properly presented to the
m‘uli;:. I think that was the main line on whiech I thought we cught to proceed.

Press: Do you think yeu will recommend this to the Congress?.

President: I am still in favor of something of thet nature.

I am not intending to moke any addresses, eithér going to or coming from
(ngha, and I shall make only one address, and thet will be to the Anerican Legion
b their Omahs Convention. I am not quite certain what day I shall be there.
I inagine on the &th of October. I haven't in contemnlation any trip to the
Pacific Coast next summer. I have been invited to zo out there, but I don't kmaw
see any prospect of my being able to accept an invitation.

I don't lmow when I shall go back to Washington. I shall be practically )
o call to go any time after the first of next week.

I think my ideas about the publication of income tax information was
siated in my last message to the Congress, I recammended the repeal of the

mblicity cleuse, mainly on the theory I believe that it interfered with our col-
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lection of revenue. It is likely to malke the collection of revemue less, and
wrhaps more difficult.

I haven't any plan for any other trip away from Washington, except mt the
me $0 Omehe in October. I den't lmow that I may not take a trip anywhere else
teeause I haven't any other invitation.

Secretary Weeks hasn't resigned and I don't think he intends to resiem.
fe told me when he ceme down to see me that he was the best that he has be=n since
last April, and I expect that he will be back in Washington and taking up the duties
of the Secretary of War.

I haven't done anything further about the aprointment of an Anbassader to
Japan,

I do not think any new offer has been made to the Covernment for the lease
0f the Los Angeles for commercial purposes, but there may have been without coming
o my attention.

I don't know whether Senator Binghem's sugsestions of dirigibles are simrply
inrelation to their value for trans-oceanic transportation. I think he made g
mggestion of that kind to me, tut I am not enough of an exvert to mow. I think
Iis suggestion was that they didnlt go very fast and therefore you wouldn't save
mweh time on them, not geing near as fast as the heavier-than-air machines, and
their chief nee would be for going over water where their speed would be much
greater than the steamship, rather than over land where their speed was only about
that maintained by railroad trains, taking it on the whole, allowing for wind, air

and 80 on, though I think they do attain a speed of scme 70 miles or more in
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tgrorable circumstances. I haven't any plan about making a Labor Day address,
ani I have stated what I had to say about the ecoal situation and about the Shipping
foard.

Pregs: Mr. President, may I ask what is the next step - Haney says he
refuses to resign.

President: Well, I haven't anything to say about that. It may be that
then he thinks it over he will see the impropriety of trying to remain on the Board
and be willing to try and carry out the policies that I understand are required by

the law.,
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Friday, September 4, 1925.

Heport of the lNewspaper lien.

Before I forget it, I have just had = short conference with some people
that are interested in the Department of Education. I am committed to that pro-
vision for a Department that is provided for in the genersl reorganization bill,

[ don't know that it will be impossible to satisfy me with anything elss, but if
there is to be anything I want the reoreganization bill to go through and have a
Department of Education and relief established in accordance with the provisions
of that bill. That is my general feeling about that guestion.

Press: Who was the conference with?

President; With Mr. Smith, Commissioner of Zducztion here in liass.,

Mr. Filene and lMrs. Bagley.

Press: What Filene was that?

President: E. A. or A, Linéoln, lr. Sanders?

¥r. Sanders: A. Linccln Filene.

Press: Do their views coincide with yours?

President: I tried to'say that they didn't. In so far as I could
understand, they have got a proposition for a Department of Tducation simply,
though they told me that their bdill, proposed bill, was drawn with the idea that
if it ssemed best to Include those other things in it they wouldn't expect to
oppose their inclusion. As I have said 2 moment ago, I don't know that I couldft
be convinced that something else would do, but so far as I have given any attention

to the question it has brought me to the conclusion that if we wanted to do any=-
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thing about a Department of Education 1t ought to be =z Department of Education and
Rellef, where the head of it would correspond somewhst to the head of a university
wh.o has under him perhaps the regular college course, and he mey have a school of
engineering, he may have & school of medicine, a school of theeclogy, a school of
law, school of pharmacy, and so on; but he is still the head of an educational
Institution, and Just because he micht have a school of pharmacy it doesn't make
him an apothecary. The educational peopls seem to think if thev had a Secretary
of Edication and Relief it would probably make & pill doctor of the Secretary.

[ don't share that thought about it. I think the head of such = department wonld
partake of the nature of the head of a university that may have education in a
good many lines, some of them gquite analagous to the relief that would come under
the provisions of the bill that is proposed. Now, I agree with these people,
I think, as far as they go, but if there is anything to be done in that direction
I think acti.on. should be so taken as to take in the different departments that
we have that are now operated as bureaus. Take the Veterans Bureau, I think it
spends more money than is spent by the Army, more than is spent by the Navy, and
vhile we have a man there that is certainly of Cabinet size yet it is done
through the agency of & bureau instead of being done through the agency of a
cabinet officer.

Presg: This Department would include the Public Health Service,
wouldn't it?

President; Yes.

I don't kmow what the House will plan to do sbout the tax bill. That
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Committee, Chairman Green told me, was going to meet very early in the fall and
find out what conditions are and just what kind of a bill they could pass. I had
expected that it would be made ayplicable to incomes earned during this year -
that is the inguiry here - but of course that is for the House to deaide. They
eriginate revenue bills. I am very glad to confer with them and give them any
information I have and the benefit of amy Judgment that I may have. I am waiting
to see what they think conditions require.

I imagine that I shall go back to Washington next week, though I haven't
sét any time for it. It isn't aet,

I don't think I can s:y anything new about the Shenandoah disaster.
It is an appalling cata;strophe on account of its loss of life. The property loss
vas a good deal, but not nearly so troublesome as the loss of life.

1 have got quite a nmumber of questions as to the reason why the
Shenandoah was taking the trip. About that I haven't any information. Of course
it is customary if there is a celebration anyvhere for those who are having it to
come to Washington and ask if the Los Angeles or Shenandosh can't be sent. I
noticed one of these ships in the air when we wers having the celebration at
Cembridge on the third of July, and there have been a great many arpesls from
different organizations all over the country. Iow what has been the practice of
the Secretary of Agriculture about sending out the Shenandozh, I don't lmow.
Vhether he orders it out or whether he lsaves it to the discretion of the officer

in command of it, I don't kmow. I noticed some suggestion here tlat the Secretary

szid he left it to the discretion of the officer in command, and if Secretary
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Wilbur said that I don't think there 1s any occasion for questioning it.

1 haven't any information about any plans that msy have besn conceived or entered
into for lightening the ship. I have no information about that at all. Never
heard of it.

I haven't made any change in my plans for a Disarmament Conference.

I am simply m}ting for what may seem to be an appropriate time, as I have explained
severzl times to the conference. Now, no Ambassador has yet been selected for Japan
and probably wont be before I return to Washington.

To return to the Shenandoah - I suppose that would mean that I am speak-
ing now of my general Jjudgment and without having the benefit of zny technical
sdvice which might cause me to change my opinion - I suprose it would mean that we
should build another airship. 1 don't see that the loss of the airship differs in
principle in any way from the ].Ot-:'B of a war vessels When one is lost, the ordinary
thing is to go about and build another. Ly own observation has been that those who
have been in command have not only been willing but anxious to take it out =zt any
time that they thought was appropriate. I understood they were quite disappointed
because & year and a half ago 1 thought it would be too dangerous to take the ship
‘out to undertake to fly over the North Pole. 'e only had one airship at that time.
I understood that the officers were especially anxious to make that attempt and
they were confident that the climatic conditions up there and the air conditions

were such that it wouldn't be sco dangerous as it would be flying over the United

States.
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I heven't read what President Lewis has said about the coal strike, and all I inow
gbout Mr. Hammond's suggestion is what is contained in the report that was made to
Jongress as a result of the investigation by the Coal Commission. I think Mrs
Hemmond was the Chairman, and I think the maln part of that I recommended to
Congress for their consideration, assuming that it was well considered and was the
best thing that any one mew that could be done at that time.

I haven't any information about political conditions in the northwest,
other than that which is common kmowledge. I don't xaow sbout Mr. Butler's -
fenator Butler's - western trip. I didn't xmow that that had been amnounced.

I knew he was talking of going to Chicago where he thought some of those that are
interested in the welfare of tha Republican Party miczht like to come in and confer
with hime That is the only trip I have heard any discussion about. I haven't any
information at all about the Wisconsin Senatorial situations There isn't any
foundation in any report, if there is any such report, and I doubt if there is
any, but it says herg that Senator Butler will become a member of my Cabinet.

I think General iAndrews is making very good progress in his effort to
orgenize a force for the enforcement of the lawe

I hadn't expected that compulsory consolidztion of railrosds would be
necessary. 411 that I have ever been able to arrive at in the way of conclusion
has already been stated in my messages, which was that we might pass some legis~-
lation that would be helpful in securing voluntary consolidations, with a pro=-
vision perhaps that if voluntary consolidations were not brought about it then

might be necessary for the Government to turn its attention to taking some steps
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to enforce consolidations. Now I don't Imow what steps could be taken in that
direction and I doubt very much if the Sovermment should ssy that Railroad A
mst purchase and consolidate with Railroad B, but they misht pass some kind of
legislation that would make it to the advantage of Railroad 4 to consolidate with
Railroad B. I have never been in to the details of that enouch. I haven't workead
out or seen any plan worked cut for aanything in the nature of compulsory
¢onsolidations, but I think it is very materially for the welfzrs of our trans-
portation systems that there should be comsolidations, and I think the Government
ought to encourage them in every way that it can. It would simplify very mach the
matter of frelght rates and give an opportunity to reorganize rates. If & railroad
is carrying nothing but sheet irom, why it has a sort of = right to have the
freight rate on sheet irom such a sum as will enable it to make a living, but if
that rallroad is consolidated with roads that carry a great variety of
merchandise 1t would be perfectly possible to bring down the rate on sheet iron
0r any cther commodity vwhere that system would still have a very adequate income,
and In that way give new encouragement to the production of sheet iron. The same
would apply to egricultursl products or anything of that kind.

I would say that of course I have got two members from New England in
ny Cabinet,and vhile I am very much in favor of this part of the countr;?% would
be willing to admit that it produces men that are capable administrators of
publie affairs, I am President of the whole Tnited States and ean't crowd everythine
in here. DBut of course I attempted to have an Attorney General thaot came from

Eichigan and conditions were such that I couldn't accomplish that, so I had to
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Tuesday, September 8, 1825.
Report of the Newspaper Conference.
My attitude ls the sume a8 it has been relative to public buildings bill
for the District of Columbia. Whether anything can be done about it at the next
session, I don't know, and I am going to talk with some members of the House and

Senate about 1it. It may be that that bill would go along with some other plan

[

for public buildings. The difficulty in getting that bill through has been the
thought in the heart of each Congressmsn that he didn't propeose to have any build-
ings erected in the District of Columbiza unless two or three were put in his
district.s That is constitutional with the members of the Congress. It isn't any-
thing that I criticise in any way, but that‘has been the difficulty in getting some
action for the bill.

Press: You said there probably would be some other plan. Would that
be a general publiec buildings bill?

There hasn't besen any general public buildings bill since before 1914,
éand I think I referred the other day to the fact that the Government is paying a
good deal in rentals, and perhaps with the public buildings bill we might be able
to make an investment that would really be profitable. There was a public build-
ings bill that went through the House last year that I should have been willing to
approva, but it failed of passage in the Senate.

Presss About how much did 1t authorize?

President: I think it autkorized abeut $1,000,000,00.

I don't wow of any communieation that has been received from the -
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National Federation of Federal Employees making any suggestlon about calling on me.
Do you know of any Lir. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: No, I deoan't think there has.

Presidents S50 as far as I kmow they are now holding their annual con=-
vention in Boston, and so far as 1 know I am not expecting to see any of them up
here.

I have got two or three questions here about my son Johns I have

already sucgested to the press that I didn't regard his actions as necessarily

to be reported in the press, but of course if the press wants to report them there
is nothing 1 can do sbout it. I don't object td 1t especially, btut I don't think
it is particularly a good thing for the boy. 1 don't think it is a particularly
pood thing for the other boys of the country. There isn't the slightest founda=-
tion for the report that avreared the other day that he is golng to West Pointe.

Press: Ammspolis, lir, President.

President; No, Io. There was a report that made a categorical state-
ment that he was going to West Point. That was followed in the course of two or
three days by another that he was going t0 the Naval Acedemy. ZEither one of
those could have been verified by simple inguiry at the office, if there was a
desire to find out the truth. There was no foundation that I kanow of for either

suggestion. He is gohng to Amherst College. 1 don't think that that is & matter

of encugh public importance to Jjustify any néwspaper notice. He is doing the

same as some hundreds of thousands of other young men that are gbing to take up

their studies again when their school opens.
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I think I spoke the other day about the pleasant change that Nrs.
Coolidge and I had in being here during the summer. Ly only regret has been that
I haven't been able to call in many of the large host of friends that we both have
here in liassachusetts, but it wés necessary, if we were to have any real rest
from the usual routine of Washington, that I do such work as comes to my desk
and leave out the large amount of social activity that my wife has down there
and mach of which comes to me. So that, as I say, we regret that we haven't basen
able to see more of our friends up here., There was no cther way of getting any
rest ourselves, and I am especially grateful to the people of Lymn for the
hospitality they have extended arid the Lymn Chambey of Commerce. I have tried to
divide up my relation to Lynn and Swampscott and Salem and Marblehead. I have
lived in Swampscott, had my office in Lynn, kept the Meyflower at Marblehead
and went to church in Salem, so as to be as impartial as I could in each of the
four communities.

I ar£ always in the process of getting informatioq. alther with a set
purpose or incldentally, in connection with any message I want to send to Congress.
iy message would be based on my information relative to the state of the Uniem
and such needs &s I thought required Congressional action. Some of that of course

comes to me incidentally, thourh the most of 1t comes as @ result of my sending

for pecple and inquiring of them what there is in their departments or in their

bureaus that needs Congressional action. I don't expect to start in especially

on that on my return to Washington, though as I say it is & part of my constant

activities.
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I don't know as there is anythines more to say about the World Court.

I Juige that the suggestion that the United States should zdnere to it has been
gaining strength. I eapect that after due consideration the Senate will PESS 8
meolution of adherencs.,

L I don't know enough about the sugeestion that the Premier of France
has made that the League of Nations call a Disarmament Conference. I esn't make

gny comment about ite. I should have to be careful about making aomment on a

mattor of that kind, because of course our country doesn't want to put anything

in the way of any action that the Buropeans might take which they thought would
minister to their general security.
I have forgotten whether I said anything the other day about the pro=

I posal that I have made to have the conference in Washington.® I had that in mind

for some time, hoping that évents would shape themselves by the settlement of ths
reparations question over there and perhaps by & -security ract in Europe, so that
we could have another conference with a practiezl hope of success in 'ﬁa;hington.
0f course the main thing is not where the conference is held, but the main thing
is to have a conference that holds promise of securing practical results. I

think there 1s now a proposal before the League, or some of the.nations of Europe,
for holding some Disarmament or Arbitration Conference in Geneva, and while that

wes pending was another reason why I thought it might nct be guite proper for me

to undertake to hold a conference heree.
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I understood that the Agricultural Conference would come together again
this fall and finish up their studies znd msie such recommendstions as they
thought were appropriate. I have expected that I might see the Seoretary of
Agriculture after his return from the West, hut as you know he went into Walter
Reed Hospital, more to rest himself up then any particular treatment for ill
health. 1 don'"t kmow that he has come out yet, though he wae expecting to be out
very soon and all my reports from him indicate that he is making all the progress
that he expected and receiving all the benefits he anticipated when he went in
there. He was having a little trouble with indigestion, zs I understand it. When
he gets one of those attacks it is necessary for him to take 2 very complete rest.
Sc I don't Imow what his studies and investigations have resulted ine Until after
I have a talk with him I don't know what the conference will do. I had a letter
the other day from the Chairman of the Conference, Governor Carey, in which he
made practically the same suggestions that he made this morning and suggested
that he confer direct with the Secretary of Agriculture to sse vwhen they thought
they could finish up their studies and make their report. My hope was that they
eould get their report in by Thanksziving, so that the members of Congress would
have some chance to exzmine it and get such reaction as they might desire from
their constituents before Congress came into session, in order to expedites the
works

1 am as you know expecting to return to get back to Washington

Thursday or Friday morning. The railroads as I have said before don't like to

have the itinerary of the President published in advance, or the exact time of
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Friday, September 11, 1925,
Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I am glad to see you are all back. I had forgotten that we had so
many in conference. The conferences at Swampscott were very much smaller than
they are here.

I have got several inquiries here about aircraft. Nothing was done
about that in the Cabinet. I lesarned from the War Department that - what was
already public - that they are making an investigation. I don't know of any=-
thing 1 could s2y about it until they have completed their investigation. What
I mean by that is that the War Department is undertaking to ascertain the facts.
lhen they have the facts they will take such asction as the laws regarding the
government of the Army may require.

I don't know what is being done about the coﬁplaint made by a man
named Lucius J. Malmin regarding the Virgin Islands. I think that has been
referred to somé Department for investigation. I think it went to the Var
Department, but it may have gone to the Navy Department. Whichever one of those
Departments has jurisdiction over the Virgin Islands. My recollection is that
this man has made quite violent complaints beforse which on investigation, as I
recell, didn't develop very much.

The Cabinet took no action about the coal matter this morning.

The question wasn't discussed. I took up general things with the different
Departments. 1 inquired of every Department what they had been doing since the

last Cebinet meetinm =nd there was a general rehearsal to me of the different

things that had been going on in the Departments since I have been away.
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Nothing especially new sbout it. It took quite z little time. I think everything
reported there has already been in the presse 8

I haven't seen the report of the action of Governor Pinchot, though I
think I wont maxe any comment about that.

There isn't anything further that I can say about the Shipping Board
at the preseant time. The matter of the sale of ships is one of the things that
{ interests me most, - trying to transfer our ships to private operation snd owner-
ship, 2lweys with the understanding that they are to keep up the service for a
specified time and of course keep the ships under the United States flag.

I think I saw 2 sugcestion in a Washington paper abeout two bathing
beaches for Washingtone Now I haven't any information about that other than
that which I had when I made my recommendation in the budget last year. The
reason for the closing of the bathing beach that was here =nd failing to open
another was because of the action of Congress in not making any appropriatione
S50 fer as 1 xnow 1 should be willing to recommend the same appropriation that
I did last year. Whether I should want to go any further, I don't know. I want
to see first what the plan is and whether it looks to be practical. Of course
the difficulty about bathing beaches in Washington is that we have no place
that is adecuate. We have the basin dovm here, but that wasn't put in with the

ides that it would be used for bathing. When you get over into the Potomac River

then you run into other difficultiss of current and so om. XNow it is possible

that they could make two bathing beaches that are satisfactory. 1 should want to

walt and see what the plans are before making any definkte determination about
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Tuesday, September 15, 1925,

Report of the Newspaper Conferencs.

The Department of Justice hasn't laid before me any application for the
prdon of former Govermor lMceCray, of Indiana. 1 of course can't prejudge the case.
Iwill try to determine it when it comes before me on the evidence, from such know-
lelge as 1 have, general knowledge. I should think it would take pretty strong
widence to show that executive clemency ought to be exercised at this times

1 haven't received acceptances from all the men that I asked to sit on
the Board to investigate the Air Service, but every commnication that has come
ip to the present time has been an acceptance. I have no doubt they will all
gerve. I haven't any opinlon or advice to give as to how they should conduct thelr
investipgation, or as to what witnesses they ought to ¢2ll. That is for them to
determine and act on their own judgment in relatimll to it.

I haven't had any reports from the Navy Department as to the cause of
the Shenandoah disaster. I think I saw in the morning psper that the Department
has just sppointed a Naval board to make an investigations. When thst board has made
its investigation, its report undoubtedly will be given to me by them.

I am having scheduled up the different suggestions that have come in
relation to the appointment of an Ambassador to Japan. I expect to take that up
very scon with the State Department.

I haven't taken any final action on several of the reports that I have
from the Tariff Commission.

I expact to take up with the Departrent of Justige right away the ap-
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pointment of several District Attorneys, Judges, Marshals, and so on. Very likely
some of them may be made before Congress agsembles, though those are casea

always where the incumbent holds over and if it is expected to reappoint the

present incumbent why there isn't much of any reason of doing it until I can send
the appointment to the Senate. In the case of a vacancy where it is necessary
for some one to go in and I can appoint them, of course arpointment will be made.
1 shall make some othsrs prodbably, but it is a matter of no particular importance
wether they are made now or when the Senate comes ine

Yo final decision has been made about the avrointment of a Civil Serv-
= ' ice Commissioner. Again I am having all the papers assembled. I went to counfer
- 1 vith one of the members sitting to see what action ought to be taken after such
conference.

It will not be possible for me to attend the University of North
Carclina exercises on the 12th of Cctober.

I don't expect to take any action on the request of Admiral Robison that
he be permitted to resign.
| 1 don't know whether all the hearings of the Air inouiry board will be .

public or not. Ferhaps I have already answered that question by saying that I

think they ought to be given the fullest lattitude of deciding themselves.

I should suppose that there might be some military matters affecting both the
Army and Favy which could be given t0 them but would necessarily be held in
confidence. The general conduct of their hearings I suppose would be public.

But there again I am merely giving an offhand thought. The Board ought to
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determine themselves what they want to do about thate.

I haven't received any representations showing dissatisfaction with the

giministration of reclamation matters by Secretary Work. I think you will reecall
that there was a Fact Finding Commission set up by the Secretary last year, which
had & very excellent personnel and made what I thought was a very commendable

: ’ reporte One of the things that it had in mind especizally was relief for some of

those wvho were on reclamation projects who weren't able to meet their payments

on account of low prices of agricultural products or failure for some other
reasons There was a bill introduced in Congress that I was desirous of sesing

passed, and some of the Denators from the reclamation states were also desirous

of its passage, but it faided of passage. It was my understanding that had it
passed it would have afforded a relief that the Cecretary and myself thought was
warranted. The matter of reclamation of course is fixed by the statute law of
the United States, and I don't know of any desire on the part of Secratary Work
to make any changes in it other than those that vere embodied in the bill.

I suppose that all he is tryine te do is to administer the law zs he finds it.
ihe work of reclamution will I assume go on under the present law. I think it is
& well thought out law. I don't keep all the details of a thing of that kind in
minde I know I have conferred several times with ex-Secretary Garfield, who is

especlally interested in conservatlon and reclamation. He thought that the law

was on & satisfactory basis with the changes that were proposed to be made for

the purpose of relief of certain reclamation projects. I understand that the
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Secretery doesn't want to hurry about putting in new reclamation work before he
has proper assurances that 1t can be put on a paying basis and that settlers can
be secured to take up the land that would be brought into production by further
reclamation. 1 think I have made that clear. In the first instance, the policy
is already established by the law of the United States. Nobedy is desirous of
changing that as a general policy, except in certain localities where = proposed
statute would have afforded some relief for some of those that haven't been able
1o make their payments. Further work of reclam:tion will go on as is needed, and
gs settlers can be secured to ta<e up the land when it is brought under production
by reclamation projects. Of course during the last few years with the low prices
of agricultural products there hasn't been the press or the pressure for an
opportunity to tske up any land that there had been in the paste. It doesn't
seem desirous to bring in new land until the land that is alresady under
cultivation is assured as well as it can be of profitable production. 1 don't
mean that reclamation is going to stop in any way, but it hasn't besn speeded
up as it otherwise might have been unless 1t afforded an opportunity for

profitable productions
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Friday, September 18, 1925,
Report of the Newspaper Jonference.
I didn't hapoen to see Senator Frelinghuysen when he called yesterday.
I think Mr. Sanders told me that he wes here. He is one of the most active members
of the Harding Memorial Association who has, I think, now that Dr. sSawyer is gone,
mre to do with 1t than any one else, escept perhaps the local man Mr. Donithen.
I understood that Mr. Frelinghuysen called to say that everything was going on very
well in commection with some choice of plans and beginning some work.
I don't know what action may be taken in relation to any persons that
may be proposing to come into the United States. I make that observation in
resionse to a question here as to whather anybody else pfoposing to come here as a
delegate to the Interparliamentary Union might be debarred from entry. I haven't
heard that there was any one eolse that was likely to be debarred in addition to the
mguber of the British Parliament that has already had his passport or his visa
revokeds These Parliamentary Union gutherings are not official. They are not
representative of any govermment. They are voluntary associations among members
of the different legislative bodies of different countries. I think that any
merber of any legislative body of a country is invited to go thzt wishes to
attend. As I say, it is voluntary and doesn't represent the sovernments. I suppose
that action in relation to any one that wanted to come to attend an Interparliamentary
Union would be the same as though they were on any other business here. Now that
lsn't & matter of choice with any officials of our Government. Congress has passed

& law debarring from entry into the United States certain persons who hold and
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ezpress certain vlews. VWhenever any of them shall attempt to enter here it is
the business of United States officials under their oath of office to exclude
thems They may like to do that and they may not like to, but have virtuslly no
iiscretion about it. They are simply carrying out the act of Congress that
requires such zction.

Press: MNr. Fresident will you permit a guestion as to whether there
vill be any inquiry as to whether other delegates holding such views would be
debarred? |

President: I suppose that if it came to the attention of our Covern-
ment that there were any such, that they would talke the seme action. I don't
mow of any inguiry that is to be made. Very likely it might not come to my
sttention anyway. There are a great many people excluded from the country and a
great many are derorted because of the views they hold and the expressions they
makee It is almost never that any case of that kind comes to my attention. I
don't think it ever has, unless it has been & matter that I have seen in the
public press.

I anticlpate that the Aireraft Board will have to finance itself., Of
course quite a number of the members of the Bo:rd are officials of one kind or
enother, either of the United States or of some other association whieh 1is
Interested in aircraft work, so th:t they are not dependent upon any compensation
thet they might receive for their services in this respect for their livelihood.

It has been brought to their attention th:t there is a statute that provides that

10 public money is to be used for purposes of this kind except when the
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investigation is authorized by Congress. 1 had an idea that if they incurred any
gxpenditures that amounted to anything, that Congress very likely would pass a
law to reimburse them for those expenses. I should think they would be very small
ayway, trifling, perhaps so insignificant that 1t wouldn't eall for any
égppropriation. There is one Senator on the Board snd two members of the House,
me Chairman of a Committee of the House,and of course that Chairman can use his
fonmittee Room for this purrose and I suppose such clericsl assistance as he has
if he wants to use it.

o decision has been made yet about the Ambassador to Japan. There are
several names under consideration.

I am going to try to g0 to the imerican Farm Rurean Convention in
(hicago, which meets early in December. Of course I can't make a final decision
sbout that now, but I want very much to go out.

I don't wish to make any comment on the French debt problem. I think
any comment on that would better come from the Debt Commission. They have zll
the details of it in mind and are adequately able to represent the Government,
and any comments I might mske might be misunderstood here and abroad, so that

I think I had better not make any comments.
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I haven't any informstion about the Shipping Bozrd's refusal to sell some
ships -to the Pan imerican Line or Mumson Line. I knew that there were negotiations
pending, but I didn't lmow that =«ny final decision had been reached. I suppose
grery one lmows that I would like to sell the flovernment ships, or to put that in
the third person that means I would like for the Government to sell its ships as
fast as possible to get trem into private hands, with a provision for their
eration in a way that I outlined several times in conferencse, and 1 suppose that
is the policy that is outlined in the =zet that oreated the Shipping Bozrd. If this
sale hasn't been made, I imagine it must be because the price hasn't seemed to be
adequate. That might very well be so.

I would make one suggestdon to the press in relation to its discussion of
the French debt or any other foreign problem. I think that the American papers
ought to assume, genara' ly speaking, that they would look after the interests of our
om country before looking after the interests of some other country, and when there
is any doubt about a problem that our American papers I think ought to resolve that
doubt in favor of the iAmerican Government and the imerican citizens. I doubt very
meh if yoa will find the Government undertaking to impose any hardship on any
country thaiﬁis unable to bear. The Govermment and its agencles are xrskiy probably
very well informed about the problems with which it has to deal. It may make mistakes
sometimes. They are made. But whenever there is a problem about which you do not have

information I think you will usually be right if you will resolve your doubt in favor

of the American Tovermment and American people.
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Tuesday, September 22, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Senator Zdge talked with me somewhat yesterday about a new plan that he
thought might be worzed out for the consolidation of Uepartments and Bureaus. I am
in favor of thebill that was prepared by the Committee that has been working on
that for some time. I think the bill is known as the Smoot Bill. Now that doesn't
mean that I am opposed to some other method of operations 1 don't xnow whether
I would be in favor of the plan of Senator Edge. I think his feeling about it,

s I understood it, was that it would be essier to secure the adontion of his plan
by Congress than that plan that has been pending there for some time. My vosition
briefly 1 think is already stated. I am in favor of the plan that is already
proposed, but I am not opposed to any practical plan. I received a line from
Senator Edge this morning which said that he had been misquoted in the press.

That sometimes happens (laughter). I hastened to assure him that I didn't think
that was & matter of grave consequence. (laughter). I don't xnow the details of
his plan. 1 suppose it was to put general authority in the hands of the President
to consolidate and move about different Bureaus and Boards. I have already done
some of that. Sometimes it is convenient to havs suthority to a¢t and sometimes
it 1s inconvenient to have too much suthority. I would be willing to try and carry
out the provisions of any law in relation to the reorgsnization of the Departments
that Congress thought was wise, I am quite sure; but the only bill to which I wish
to commit myself is that which is already pending, but I don't wish to appear as

oprosing any other action that seems to afford a promise of practicsl results.
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I didn't zive the Alircraft Board any personal views about the needs of
aviations I haven't any other than those that have been expressed to the press
severzl times, of desiring to have avistion in good shape. 1 believe I called toO
their attention the zmount of money that we have been spending on aviation, some-
thing like §$65,000,000 or $75,000,000 a year. My remarks to the Board was to the
effect that I wanted them to make a2 thorough investigation =nd secure an assemblence
of all the facts and give me the benefit of such conclusions as their judgment would
scem to warrant.

I don't think any plans have been developed for the construction or the
roplacement of the Shenandoah. There quite naturally wouldn't be anything done
| sbout that until after the investigation has developed what possible weaknesses
there may have been in that dirigible, and also information secured as tc what
ould be done to remedy its weaknesses in the construction of another dirigible.
ks 1 said to the conference when the accident first happened - I dian"t see any
reason for retiring from the use of dirigibles becausaf of the accident, nor did
I see any reason for retiring from the water becsuse some vessels might be lost.
Yow it isn't beyond comprehension that the investigation may feveal that it is
impossible to construct a vessel of this kind that will be airworthy, but I should
b¢ very much surprised if the investigation did reveal anything of that kind.
While it is not impossible, I consider it very improbable, so that I had expected
that plans would probably be made for the construction of another vessel of that

finde Some of the people around Detroit, I don't know whether I spoxe of this

* the last conferemce, have a plan of constructing a dirigible that would be
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covered instead of with a silk envelope, a metal envelope. That would give some
chance for internzl bracing that isn't possible to be developed with the present
silk envelope. Th:ut I know is under consideration, but I don't think there is any
plan under consideration just at the present time to replace the Shenandoah. Of
course we already have the Los ingeles.

I don't want to make any definite statement about the attitude of this
Government towards a Disarmament Conference by the League of N:tionss Before we
could undertake to participate in & Disarmament Conference of that kind I should
think we ought tc have the suthority of Congress. 1 have been basing my recom-
mndations for a Disarmament Conference on the clause that is annually pat into
the appropriation bill, I think for the Navy. I think it goes into the Army bill.
I mow it is in the Navy Bill, and that gives Congressional =zuthority. I don't
want to say anything on the other hand that would discourage the calling of a
Buiropean Conference beczuse I realize that they have delicate questions over there
mich touch their conditions particularly and in which we zre not so much
interested. If they can solve those problems themselves, nothing would be more
egreeable to our veople I believe, and I am sure nothing would be more agreeable
to our Government, so that I don't want to have anything that I might say taken
in any way as undertaking to discourage their attempt to solve their own problems
in Zurope. O1 course in the general question of disarmament we are interested.
The Government as at present constituted is committed to it, believes in it,

and ‘1 think the country believes in it. and we ousht to do everything we can to

gncourage it.
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Nothing came out of the Cabinet meeting this morning.

I sent for Chairman O'Connor yesterday to talk with him about sales of
ships. There wasn't any foundation for a rumor that was in the press to the ef-
fect that he was to be asked to retire from the Board. I consider him 2 valuable
member of the Board. He holds the Chairmanship by my special sppointment, and
I haven't the slightest criticism of his discharge of the duties of his office
from anything that has come to me, and the only thing I consulted him about was
whether there was opportunity to speed up the sale of ships. He explained to me
some of the difficulties and told me of the efforts that are being made by the
Board and through the Emergency Fleet Corporation to make sales.

I haven't any opinion, vpersonal ovrinion, about American aviators part-

icipating in the warfare that is going on in northern Africa. Ny only desire about
It is to have this country =snd my countrymen observe the laws of Congress.
Mr. Kelloge has never mentioned it to me, and I kmow nothine sbout it excent ﬁhat
I saw in the press. I understood from the press rerorts that that was what he was
undertaking to do, giving vublic notice in a wey that would call the attention of
our citizens to the laws, and suggesting to them that they be careful to see that
they do not violate them.

I have alrezdy spoken about the League Of Nations conference.

I shall try to get out my address that is to be made at Omaha so that
it ¢an have a very great deal of mail delivery. I can't tell just when it will

be out. I don't expect to make s long zddress out Efxk there.
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I have a question here ss to whether communists ousht to be allowed to
come into this country if they come in for commercial purposes. Well, I rather
think that that question would znswer itself. The only thing that the Government
Is trying to do is to see that our laws are observed. It isn't trying to enforce
Its ovn ideas or carry out its ovn desiresabout people that ¢an come in or stay
owts The fact that a person was going to come here =nd svend = large sum of money
I don't think would make any difference in the law. 1 don't know of any vrovision
in the law that says the right to come into this country is for sale, thet the
principles of the United Btates are for sale if you want to pay enough and you
don't have to live according to the laws of this country. That isn't what I
understand to be the policy of our land. 1 think I said something to that effect
in my first message to the Congress. ZFersonally, I think it is a good policy to
permit very free discussion of anything that relates to our institutions. If any
one says anythinsg about them with whick I don't agree, of course I talik back and
it is out of discussions of that kind that public opinion is developed and the
soundness or unsoundness of institutions that prevail. But I don't umnow that that
policy has anything to do with the cduty that is incumbent upon the public officers
of this country to try and enforce the law. VWhen the law says that certain persons
are excluded from the country, vhy then I suprose it is the duty of those who are
charged with such enforcement to see that they don't come in. Of course it would
be rather absurd to say thut they could come if they agreed toc spend considerable

money after they got here, so I think that cuestion would rather answer itself.
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Friday, September 25, 1928.

Report of the Hewspaper Conference.

I haven't enough technical information so that I should want to pass
judgment on the proposal for making artificial pools for swimminzg here in the city.
That may be entirely practical. One of the things I should want to bea certain about
vas the sanitary arrangements. If the poels are to be used for bathing purroses
by large numbers of course it is necessary to sce that the sanitary srrangements
sre perfect, or else ill health results, as sometimes happens in small swimming
pools, and I should judge it would be much more likely to from anything of that sort
which is reported in the press yesterday afternoomn, as something large enough to
accommodate 10,000 or 12,000 people. The suggestion 1s that 1t be filled with city
water. The diffdculty of using the Potomac water of course is that it is not always
healthful, and then its appesrance most of the time isn't one that is attmactive
to those that want to use it for bathing purposes. I don't ¥mow but it would be
cheaper to transport bathers over to the seaside, which is only about 35 miles,

I believes I suppose the time element would come in so that that wouldn't be
practical. There are 2 great many difficulties in establishing bathing pools here,
because we don't have water that is near Suitable for that purpose.

I was very much pleased to meet Minister of Finance, Mr. Caillaux, last
gvening. 1 was much impressed with his earnestness and the breadth of his informa-
tion about government and economic problems.

1 have had several conferences with different members of the Shipring

Board to see what plan can be worked out for the best administration of the
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$960,000,000 worth of property and I haven't yet come to any conclusiom. I haven't
in mind at present any particular action. I am not certain Jjust what powers reside
| in the fresidency to deal with the situation. It may be that this is an entirely
independent board not under the Jjurisdiction of any onme, that can act according to
its ovm pleasure in the administration of this very large amount of government
property without any supervision by the President, or any Jjurisdiction by any member
of the President's cabinet. That is a matter of no great consequence. The real
guestion is whether they are conducting themselves so as to promote the best
interests of the shirping concerns of the United States. That I am trying to inguire
into for the purpose of making any suggestions that might be helpful. I haven't
proceeded very far as yet.

I shall undoubtedly try to attend the opening game of the Torld's Series.
ihether I can o to the others or not I am not certain. I don't lkmow that I could
8dd anything to what I said last year about all being very glad to have the Wash-
ington team win the American League Pennant. It is a eredit to the management of
the team, and I think also it has resulted to & considerable extent from the
. fine spirit that has been manifested by the citizens of Washington in their constant
support of cur home team.

The French debt was not discussed 2t the Cabinet meeting. I haven't sny
information to give out about it. I think any information that is given out at the
present time ought to come from the Commissicn itself. |

Lawrence Whiting, I think his residence is, I know his place of business

is in Chicago, came to Washington to tzlik with the Depurtment of Agriculture relative
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to the erection of =n agricultural mart at Chicago that 4% hse & floor area of about
15 acres. That is analagous to0 the furniture mart with which some of you are
probably familiar, that ministers to the furniture business of the country, pro-
viding show rooms and so on for a great many different furniture concerns, so that
buyers can come in and instead of having to go from vlace to place, or to sellers
of different concerns having travelled about the country, 211 meet at this one
place to see the season's display of many different concerns without difficulty.
Now, he is working on the same plan for agriculture that would include agricultural
machinery and perhaps representatives of the agricultural press and the sale of
agricul tural products of all kinds. I have not had an opportunity to tslk with
Secretary Jardine about it, but I judged it wus a project that promised to be very
helpful to those who are interested in making sales of products for use on the
farms, and to the fé.rmers themselves for the purrcse of marketing their own

producte.
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Tuesday, September 29, 1925.
Report of the llewspaper Conferences

I don't recall that any report has come to me of a survey of the United
states Employees Compensstion Commission, and I don't kmow of any plan that is
pending now for its absorption by the Pension Puresu or any other agency of the
Government otherwise than as it might be included in the general plan that the
Government 1s working on for consolidation of bureaus and departments, or be
included in the bill for reorganization of depsrtments that I have mentioned
frequently to members of the conference. I think that is usually known as the
smoot Bill. And the same in relation to the proposals of Senator Curtis that a
large number of independent agencies of t};e Government should be abolished or con-
solidated with the activities of the regular departments. I noticed that suggestion
end I know that Senator Curtis had mentioned it to me, but I don't know of any
plan that has has yet taken such shape that I could pass judgment on it one way or
the other. I like to have all the burezus and zctivities of the Government come
8s far as 'they can under the supervision of some member of the Cabinet. That isn't
always possible. I think that, as a principle, is desirable, thouch like other
rules there are exceptions to it that have a great deal of merit. Undoubtedly
we could administer the Government in that way at somewhat less exnense, but when

you scy that you can make large savings I think it is well always to keep in mind

that the work that these bureaus are doing is probably a desirable work and that

if it is to be carried on it is going to require substantially the same amount of

|
|
!
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gersonnel as is nmow employed in it. Unless you are going to abolish the work
| mtirely it is doubtful just how much coulc{ be saved, There might be something in
the way of reductlon of rents, overhead and so om, which perhaps in the aggregate
| wuld amount to a considerable sum. It is a problem that is worth very careful
imsideration, and I have never given it a great amount of thought because I had
ppected it would be something that would be tsken up and worked out after the
reorganization bill went through or some plan of that kind had been put into
(peration - then these details would naﬁrully come ur for comnsideration next.

I thinkc I had better hold to my policy of letting the members of the
Jebt Commission make any public statements that they think ought to be made in
relation to what they are doing. I have a generzal knowledge of course of the
4 efforts that they are making, and so far as I am acquainted with them they meet with
0y approval.

I am not certain about going to the Chamber of Commerce =zt New York. That
focurs some time in the middle of lovember I think, and it is a matter that I have
mier considerations I don't recall now any other engagements to speak out of town,.

There is nothing new that I kxnow of in relation to the Shipping Board.

So far as 1 have information I would be of the opinion that there wasn't
aything in the loss of the Shenandoah or the lose of the submarine that indicates
ény lack of morale on the part of the Navy. 1 don't kmow but it might point in the
| other direction, an effort on the part of the Ilavy or an inclination to take

grester risks and do more development work and experimentation than is absolutely
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necessary in time of peace. I of course can't pase any final Judgment about the
cause of the Shenandoah or the responsibility for the sinking of the submarine
until the investigations have developed all the facts. S0 far as I know neither
one of those accidents indicates any lack of efficiency or lovering of morale on
the part of the Navy. 1 speak now of the Navy as a whole. And I want to repeat
that of course I aﬁ not undertaking to say whether any oune is to blame for either
of those two accidents that is connected with the Navy.

I have noticed two 0{ three suggestions in the press about a postage
stamp with a picture of ex-President Wilson. I presume I am a little prejudiced
about the honors that ought to be paid to ex-Presidents, but I understand it 1is
the intention of the Post Office Department to nrovide such a stamp just as soon as
the occasion arises. You might be interested to know that during my administration
for the first time a postage stamp has been provided with a victure of Grover
Cleveland on it, so that a fallure to provide one of an ex-President that happens
to be of a different political party than mine is not attributable to the fact that
he does happen to be of a different party, and the fact that it was some 15 years
after ex-Fresident Cleveland died before any postage stamp was made with his picture
does not indicate, or perhaps it rebuts the indication, that an unusual delay is
being experienced in providing a postage stamp for ex-President Wilson. I think if
you will examine the records you will find it is oftentimes several years after the
decease of an ex-President or the finish of his term, that a stamp with his picture
is issued. Of course President Harding diad in office, and there was a desire on

the part of the public, which I think is perfectly legitimate, that something should
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Friday, October 2, 1925.

Heport of the Newspaper Conferences

1 asked Mr. Delton of Cleveland to make & survey of the activities of
the Shipping Board and the work of the Emergency Fleet Corporationeto see whether
he can make any suggestions for an improvement in the service. That broadly is
the whole of the duty that I picked him to perform. I took him from the Lake
fegion because those people that live on that shore that have to do with ship-
ping almost zlways have some interests that coaflict with the interests of the
United States shipse IMr. Dalton is entirely neutral so far as that is concerned.
He talked without any prejudices and perhaps his work for that reason would secure
more of & hearing.

I don't xmow that there is any special comment I can make on the action
of the Board in depriving Admiral Palmer of the authority that he had there for
some time, I didn't agree with the wisdom of such action, dbut I am not an expert
on those things. I based my Judgment on such information and advice as has con-
stantly come to me from those who uanderstand about this kind of work. Senator
Jones, a member of the Committee in the Senate, who is the author I believe of the
present law, represented to me that the present law contemplated having a President
i of the Fleet Corporation to have charge of the running of the fleet, and such
other practiecal shipping men, two committees of my Cabinet joined with one or two

members of the Shipping Board I think made similar reports to me. Apart from the

Cebinet there was the Secretary of the Treasury, the Secretary of War and the
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secretary of the Navy and the Secretary of Commerce. It is my recollection they
Iwne Joined by Chairman O'Connor and Admiral Palmer. Then there was another .com-
siitee of the Cabinet. 4&nd sll 6f the advice, as I say I have been able to secure,
ms to the point that it would be very much better to have the operation of the
lﬂewtunder the control of a single individual than to try to have it transacted
rby a board composed of seven different members.
' Press: Would you mind telling us whether you consider any further action
infegard to Mr. Haney?

President:s Well, I don't know about that. I had expected that he would

s¢¢ the impropriety of remaining on the Board after I had reguested his resignation.

Iwouldn't want to say now that I would or would not take any further action.

I have here a question about the location of a monument as a memorial
o Fresident Roosevelt. I have been interested in having a memorial erected to
.Mm. 1 don't kmow where it ought to be located. I should put = good deal of
reliance uron the recommendation of the Arts Commission. This question wants to
mow about locating it between the Washington Monument, or south of the Washington
lonument, I suppose that means between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln
lemoriale Now I don't know offhsnd what the plans sre for the use of this area.
The question has been studied by those who. have halped to lay out the City of Wash-
ington and especially by the Arts Commission. My offhand opinion would be that it
wuld be more proper to put this monument in some cther locstion. But, as I say,

| [ should be guided very largely so far as I am concerned, by what the Arts Com-
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mission think. I am very pleased to say that I don't think of any other location
that would be better. I think there has been some tzlk sbout plaeing the Roosevelt
Memorial up near to the entrance of Rock Creek Park, taking into consideration the
great interest that President Roosevels had in outdoor recreation and having in
pind those things that naturally occur to one in connection with the vnark, a place
of horseback riding, the suggestion of gome hunting, 211 those things. 1 have
heard that discussed, but I haven't any finished Jjudgment azbout it myself. It
ought to be somewhere where it would come under the observation of & good many
people.

I xnew that tecretary Wecks was coming to Washington, either the latter
part of this week or the latter part of next week. I wasn't certain of which.
I don't xnow the purpose for which he 1s comings I cnly learned from Secretary
Davis that he is going from Lancaster, N.H. dowvn to Boston and then is expected
to come from Boston to Washington. I don't expect to be able to attend the
Princeton-Navy football game at Baltimore on the 17th of October. -

The matter of the French debt settlement has been already canvassed
s0 completely that it is rather doubtful whether I can add any new light to it.
s i understand it, the French Commission has szid that they would need
necessarily an interval for the purpose of restoring their currency, balancing
their budget, and funding their domestic debt and finishing up the restoration of
their damaged areas. They represented that during that time they might be able

to pay $40,000,000 a year as their capacity, s0 that as I understand it the
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American Commission taking into consideration these revresentations from the
French suggested that we make =z temporary adjustment in acceordance with thos
conditions. That would give the French a time to recover. This doesn't really
constitute a break in the negotiations, but is merely a recess, so that the present
negotiations can be taken up at any time. I think the French made a very sincere
effort to make a settlement and no doubt regret, as 1 think all of us do, that
we weren't able to secure a full and complete meeting of minds. There are one or
two matters perhaps that might be cleared upe. I think it has been represented
in the press that there was a division in the American Comrittee or Commission,
and perhaps that that included me. There hasn't been any division in the Com=-
mission, as I understand it, on any subject that the Commission has decided.
I presume it is very likely that some members of the Commission would favor making
a lower settlement and some a higher settlement than others, but every question
that has come up for decision has been decided by the unanimous action of the
" American Commission. Then there is another rather fanciful story it seems to me
to the effect that negotiations were broken off and failed to be successful on
account of some indiscretion that it was alleged of some publicity agent on the
part of the French Commission. I think if you will just 1§ok at the sequence of
events you will see that that could not have been true. Just before 4:00 o'clock
Wednesday afternoon there wes & meeting between the American Subcomrittee and the
French Subcommittee, the American subcommittee donsisting of Secretary kellon,
Senator Smoot and Mr. Crisp. It was at that time that Mr. Caillaux made his offer,

and Secretary Mellon told me that he said to Mr. Czillaux that the Americans would
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submit that to their full Commission but he thought it unlikely that it would be

accepted, whereat the French subcommittee withdraw, the other members of the imerican

Commission came in, and the American subcommittee made a umanimous report to the
full American Commission agaipst accepting the offer of lir. Caillaux, and at the same
time the plan was devised and drawn up and put on paper of accepting §$40,000,000
sach year for a term of five years, and it was at that time agreed that they would
present to me on Thursday morning at 9:00 o'clock & plan of their offer to have the
imeriecan Government accept $40,000,000 for five years. So you will see that there
couldn't have been any newspaper indiscretion that had any effect at all on the
Commission nor coudd it have had any on me. There was no disagreement on the

part of the /American members and no disagreement 5n my part with any one of them

or with all of them. It was true that Secretary Mellon arrived here a few minutes
before the rest of the Commission did yesterday morning, but when he arrived it was
to tell me exactly what the rest of the Commission told me after they came in.

They hadn't been willing to accept the French offer and proposed to make this new
offer, Now, as I say, I think the French Commission made & very candid effortto
try to make a settlement, and I think that policy may be said of the American
Comrissione I am sorry that conditions were such that ‘they couldn't agree, but it
seems to me that there is very good possibility that either during this interval of
five years or at its conclusion the French economic condition may be such that a

settlement may be effected at that time.
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Friday, October 3, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't any information about the proposed consolidations, I think
that is what is referred to here, in the baking companies or the bread industry,

other than what I happened to see in the press, so I am not qualified to gxpress

>

any opinion as to whether any investigation ought to be made or nct. 1 assume

L

that the Federal Trade Commlssion and the Department of Justice keep a genersal

lookout on actions and activities in the industrial and commercial world to in-

form themselves whether any prorosed actions might be =

3

ossible violation of law,
and when it seems that there are indications that would arouse susvicion that a

violation of law micht be in contemplation or some one might be about to commit

a violation of law, I den't mean purposely, that they make investigations and
take such remedial actions as are necessary. I gssume that will be done in
relation to the bread industry. I have seen some reference to disagreement on
the part of members of the Federzl Trade Commission about it. I don't imow just
what the particulars are. 1 suppose the Federal Trade Commission would have
to act in accordance with the Jjudgment of the majority of its members. Is

this something that a Senatorial resolution asked to have investigated?

Presss Laicllette resolution.

Presidents Yes. Of course I don't know the particulars ip relation
to that., The Federal Trade Commission of course like any other Commission is

established and the dufies are assigned to it by law. Now those duties can eithep

be enlarged upon or diminished by resclution of the House or resolution of the
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venate. Of course a resolution of that kind doesn't have P :
ve the force of law.

I should expect that wherever the House or the Senate brought to the attention of

the Federal Trade Commission or any other Executive Department the circumstances

that seemed to require investigation that if the department hud authority under

the law to make an investigation it would go stead and make it. Of course if the
senate harpened to pass a resolution telling the Interstate Commerce Commission
to investigaté the laws in relation to the makine or selling of bread, why I should
expect that Commission to say, why that is something over which we have no
Jurisdiction. . There is & broad distinction. Now of course the distinction

is narrowed downe. I understood from what I had seen in the press that the Federal
Trade Commission was under the opinion that under the law which established it,

it hasn't any Jjurisdiction to make some investigsation other than the Senate has
reouested., XNow &s I say a resolution of the House =nd Senate esn either enlarge

or diminish the powers of the Federal Trade Commission, or any other Commission,

and they have to proceed in accordance with what they are directed to do under the

law, but I should suppose if there was an indication that there was about to be s
violation it would be perfectly vroper to have an investigation. Now, as I say,
I haven't any personal inforration about the circumstances in relation to the
consolidation of different bakinz companies, and it may be perfectly obvious on
its face that there isn't any violation of the law and therefore a (overnment

agency isn't warranted in making any investigation. But if there is any uncertainty

about it, I suppose an investigation would be made to find out whether the law is

beinz observed.
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I haven't asked for the resignation of De As Lines, the Internal
Revenue Collector, State of Louisisna, and as far as I have knowledge the Treasury
Department has not asked for it, and I don't know that the Treaaury.Department
has any information that would warrznt any expectation that a resignation is to be
asked for. 1If there is any report of that kind it is hearsay, and I think it must
te erroneous.

No decision has been made yet about reconvening the Agricultural Con-
ference. That is awaiting, &s 1 understand it, on some members of the Conference
conferring with different asgricultural interests to see whether they think any
further action of the conference will be helpful, and then on conference with the
Secretary of Agriculture who happened to be a member of the Conference to find out
vhether he can not make such recommendations ss will be necessary in relation to
agriculture without the necessity of reconvening the Conferehce.

Secretary Wecks didn't come in to the Cabinet today, but he will be
present on Tuesday I understand, and I very much hope he will be able to continue
his duties as Secretary of Var.

I can't comment on any of the phases of the Security Pact Conference
that is now being held at Locarno. At Cambridge on the third of July 1 expressed
the general hope that & pact of that kind might be entered into on the part of
Buropean countries, and I am still of the opinion that that would be very helpful
and I would be glad to reiterate the hope that this conference may be able to

agree on the principle and form of a pact of that xind. Now, as I say, as to the
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perticular phases of i1t =nd the different questions involved, I haven't any

information that would warrant my expressing sny opinion excert in the ceneral

31
[
)

hope of the success of the Conference. 1 think i exceedingly important that
some agreement of this kind be made in order that there may be a cessaticn of
the uncertainties snd the constant rreparations for defense and the armaments
thet are going on in Europe.

I don't know of any prorisdl at the present time to amend the present
immigration lawe I think in my message to the Congress last year 1 suggested
some amendments. They were made at the suggestion of the Secretary of Labor.

1 think no cmendments were made last year and I don't know of any change in
conditions that would indicate that I should taks any different position now than
Iﬁid at that time. It is quite prebable that the experience of the Department
ip dealing with immigration and the administration of the law may have revealed
some weaknesses, and may slso have revesaled some places where the law ought to

be liberslized. I think that the suggestions 1 made in my message were for
liberalizing the law in relation to the admimsion of the melatives and members

of the family of peovle that were already in this country.

I have several inguiries here about the Shipping Bosrd. I don't know
a8 there is anything I can say about that at this time that will be helpful.

I haven't given the matter any further consideration since I returned from Omaha.
I suppose it is well known that I didn't agree with the policy that the Shipping
Board adorted. I h:ove just mede 2 speech on toleration and perhaps that is the

Principle that ought to be applied by the executive in times when actions are taken
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with which he does not agree. I don't Xmow what my authority is in relation to
the Shipvring Board. I haven't had any advice from the Department of Justice about
ite The only action that I should think of taking would be to find out what the
law is and what duties are assigned to me by law and the Constitution, and try to
execute those duties. It is rather strange that Mr. Crowley would take a position
of that kxind on the Shipping Board without first finding out whether such an
appointment was agreeable to me. That is the generzal practice in the reappointment
of Bureau chiefs and executive heads in the Devartments, to find out from the
President whether the provosed :ction was sgreeable and whether the person it is
provosed to appoint is acceptable to the President. I doan't happen to know Kr.
Jrowley, and haven't any informaztion zbout him, and wouldn't want anythiﬁg - what
I am saying - understood as criticising his ability or experience in his duties.
I haven't made up my mind what action I ought to take in relstion to the Shipping
Soard or the administration of its affairs. I had called lir. Dalton down as an
experienced man t0 make &n examination, which I understood after a conference with
Mr. O'Connor, the Chalrman,and Admiral Palmer and Admirsl Benson, they were agree-
able to have him come. I think lr. Dzlton is going to return the first part of
the week. I suppose that he will then make an investigation and perhaps will be
able to advise me what can be doane, if anything, to improve the service and the
administration of our shipping interests.

Presss Have you asked the Depte. of Justice for an opinion as to what

your powers are?

President: Ko.
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Tuesday, October 13, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

1 haven't given any particular consideration to the filling of the
yacancy on the Shipping Board that-will occur when Commissioner Thompson retires.
1 think I have had one or-two letters from Senator - 1t seems as though Senator
Harrison wrote in suggesting a name. I guess that is the extent of what has been
dones I imagine that I shzll fill that vacancy. As 1 say, I haven't given it
any particular consideration and haven't any definite conclusion that I can
anmounce in relation to it. I suppose it goes without saying that I would expect
to fill the place. I don't see any reazson why I shouldn't at all.

Press: Will you fill it before Congress convenes?

President: Well, I can't tell. Sometimes it takes quite & while to
find & man that seems to be satisfactory. I should expect that I shall be able
to find someone and fill the place very soon after the vacancy occurses

There isn't snything new that I can say about the attitude of this
Government towards foreign loaznse. It is the same now as it has been. We have to
consider really each suggestion of a loan on its own merits, applying the general
policy of a desire to help rebuild and restore the Buropean countries in all
productive ways. As I have often stated, we don't think it is good policy to
lend money over there for military purposese. Of course we have been desirous
of very hearty cooperation with those countries that are doing what they can to

settle their debts with use. This Government hasn't any legal authority over the
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making of loans, but where loans are to-be floated here by public subseription
it is the well established custom that the bankers that are undertaking to float
such loans inguire of the State Department whether the Government knows of any
wjéction. Sometimes loans are made to foreign banks by individuals here without
8 flotation and 1 think without meking any inquiry of the Government. Ndw the
Government doesn't undertake to pass on whether z loan is a good investment or a
bed investment. That is a matter for the individuals that are participating in
it to determine for themselves, and 1 think I may say that it is for foreign
governments to determine whether the settlement of their debts here would make
their credit better. It has been the belief of our Government that the
liguidation of foreign debts that are due to this Government makes the credit

of those governments who are making settlements better. That is one of the
reasons why we think it is for the economic welfare of Zurope to settle its debts
with use I think those countries that have séttled with us, if you will examine
the records you will find thet thelr credit is so much better that they can secure
loans in this country st a good deal less interest rate than has to be paid by
countries that haven't settled.

I haven't given any particular consideration to the Shipping Board
problem, other than to talk with Mr. Dalton who came this morning, and I went
over the problem briefly with hime He is going to make an investigation for me
to see, as I have already indicated, what can be done to improve our shipping

58rvices

Here is a question gbout the interstate shipment of firearms and its
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Here is a question about the interstate shipment of firearms and its
relation to crime. That is so much a technical cuestion and one for experts that
I haven't any final and settled opinion about it. The sale of fireamus is a
question that I have heard discussed quite a good decl and it is my recollection
that some time during my public service in Massachusetts some legislation was

passed in relation to it. I do recall, while I am not so certain about the legis-

lation, that there were frequent proposals for legislation. I think it was
finally provided that in order to carry firearms a person must be licensed.

That meant that he couldn't go and buy firearms of any rezular dealer without
showing his license that was secured, I think, from the Chief of Police for the
privilege of carrying firearms. Now when it comes merely t0 the question of sale,
and that is what this means here, the interstate shipment, it isn't exactly clear.
;;L The argument always ran up there that if you entirely prchibited the sale of

firearms that =% would probably mean that the law abiding citizen wouldn't have

firearms but that those who are bent on the commission of crime would secure arms

in one way or another, and that for that reason the law wouldn't produce the desired
effect. Now how far that argument is wvalid it is difficult to say, and I don't

know where there &are any records or statistics anywhere that would show any light

on it, but I should want to get the advice of Police Departments and get the facts
from them before finally determining whether uﬁdertaking to decrease the sale of

firearms would be very helpful in keeping them out of the hands of those that we

do not wish to have thems I recollect - now it comes te my mind that some case, 1 thin)
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it was in the city of Springfield, where a crime had been comritted with, as I
recall it, a Smith and Weston revolver, but when thev went to the Smith and Weston
people to find out where that revolver had been originally sold they found that
their records disclosed it had been sold to the Russian Government. Probably the
revolver had gone over there and fallen into other hands and been sold and brought
back here. I merely mention that as an example of the difficulty of keeping fire-
arms out of improper hands by an attempt to limit the ssle and transportation,
though it doesn't at all follow that such a limitation might not be helpfuls
I am not enough familiar with the records or statlstics, if there are any, to say
what would be the ultimate resulte.

You already have the information thsat Eécretary Weeks is retiring.
I am giving cut a letter that he wrote to me and the letter that I wrote to him.
4s 1 looked over the letter that I had prepared to send to him, I was rather
conscious that it didn't secem adequately to express the appreciation that I feel
of the great service that he has rendered to his country. I have noted in the
letter that one of the first times I ever saw him, I think probably the first time,
was 2l years ago Justabout now. He came to Horthampton to make an address in
the state campaign. Of course that was out of his district, but that was the
first time that he was running for Congress. He was elected, I think, and was
in the House for 10 years, then in the Senate for 6 years, and has been nearly
5 years a member of the Cabinet. I have had the most sincere cooperation from

him in my effort to reduce expenditures and mske the Var Derartment an effective
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instrument for defense. OFf course since the two years that I have had jmsx Jjuris-
diction over the budget 1 do not think expenditures have been reduced very much
in the 7ar Department, but thut was due to the fact that on account of his broad
pusiness experience he had already put the War Depsartment on & sound economic
basises I am parting with him with the Wery greatest of regret, not only because
he is a public of'ficizl of great merit and great value to the Government, but
because of my long acqu-intance znd great friendship with him, I am very rmch
pleased to know that there is every indication that he will entirely recover
his health, it seems to be a matter of six months more, and he didn’'t feel for
7 that reason that he could continue as Jecretary of Wars. I hored all summer that he
H might, as I have often indicated at the conference. 1 feel a great satisfaction
at having a man of the ability of Assistant Secretary of War Davis in the Depart-
ment, whom I have decided to appoint as Secretary of War. I haven't yet decided

to appoint as Assistant Secretary of War.
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Friday, October 16, 1925.
Report of the Newspaper Conferencee.

I haven't indicated to Secretary Jzrdine or any one else that I should
oppose appropriations on the part of the Federal Government for ald in building
roads in the states. This year the National Government has expended $170,000,000
for that purpose and it is a very large smount to spend in one year. 1 don't like
the policy very well of 50~50 expenditures. It has a tendency to encourage the
states into expenditures that they wouldn't otherwise make and which perhaps they
. 0 not wish to make at that time on the theory that if they don't make the
expenditure it will be made by some other state. I want to keep expenditures
of that kind within balance, but we have adopted the policy of aiding in road
building and expect it will continue. I think we ought to put our main expendi tures
onto the main lines of travel, rather than onto side lines, or loeal lines.

These expenditures are made under the post road theory and the post road provision
of the constitution. I think that is the only justification for them. It is
somewhat a stretching of that provision to make a good many of these roads that
I do not suppose were post roads at all, but nobody is raising any questions The
Government 1is commltted to this policy and I am agreeable to having the Govern-
ment expend a reasonable sum, but it must be kept within bounds and used for
few roads.
Press: Did you say the expenditure this year was $170,000,0007
President: Yes. That is an accumulation of past contracts that matured

this year, $170,000,000.

00703



2.

Press; Wasn't that for a definite period of years?

President: Well, I say 1t is an acecumulation.

Press: It seems to me that the law provides for a five year construation
program?

President: Well, about that I don't know. I think the provision of the
law is that when the state builds certain roads and pays out certain moneys that
the United States Governmment will reimburse them, and it happened that these
reimbursements all came due during the present year. They wara?ggl for contracts
made during the present year of course, but the accumlation of contracts that
had been maturing and which finally did mature thisyear.

Here is a question about the merger of the Ward, Continental and other
large baking companies. It says that a2 complaint of the Federal Trade Jommission
against this merger has been lodged with the Department of Justice. I haven't
any specific information about that. I didn't know thet the Federal Trade Com-
mission had made such a finding. 1 somewhat doubt whether they have from all
that I have heard, but it is possible they have. If they have made such a finding,
I suppose 1t goes without saying that the Department of Justice will take the
complaint in due course of its business and press it to a conclusione

I have quite a number of inquiries here about the security pact. 41l
that I lmow about the situation in Tacna Arica would be characterized by the
statement that while they are having some difficulties in working out the holding

of the plebecite, yet 1 think those difficulties are baing dissipated. There

was some trouble that arose over the Boundary Commisslon, but that was adjusted
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end the Boundary Commission is procesding in the discharge of its duties, and
vhile I lmow that some questions have arisen in relation to the holding of the
plebecite, in which General Pershing is the :imerican Commissioner, 1 thiak also
those difficultles are being straightened out and the plebecite will go on all
right, It is exceedingly important that it should, and so important to both
(hile and Peru and important to the whole South imerican situation, because a
failure would be very serious, that I can't conceive of its breaking down and
failing to reach a final adjustment. I think both Chile and Peru will realize
the necessity of making necessary adjustments in order that the plebecite might
proceed and this cuestion that has been rending for 40 years and mhich‘was finally
left to the President of the United States as arbitrator may have a final con-
¢lusion.

I haven't any information about the situation in Indiana. Of course
[ kmow that Senator Ralston has died =2nd that that will make necessary the appoint-
ment of a successor, which I had assumed from what I had seen in the press could
be done by the Governmor under the laws they have.

I haven't any new information about Russia: 1 have & guestion here
from which apparently a word has been left out. "Reports from Russia say that
the Soviet Government has announced that its debt to the United States™ - I sup-
pose that this has been left out"and will be adjusted™ or something of that
kind -

Press: "Recognized".

President: Yes, recognized. I haven't any information about that.
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That was one of the conditions that we had laid down as you will recall that
dldn't require any action on our part, that they should revoke the order that they
issued by which they had refused to recognize the debt to the United States.
If they have done that, that is very interesting information. I don't kmow about
it.

4s I have sald, I have several inquiries hereabout the pact that has
been signed at Locarno. Quite naturzally we haven't vet the official report and
I don't know whether we have a very accurate report of Just what the document
contains. If it is what I understasnd it to be, the security pact between between
the great nations, I regard it as cne of the most Important events that have
oocurred since the adoption of the Dawes Plan. I think the adoption of that plan
wes the first instance of the interested nations beirg able to make any agreement
for a verylong time previous to that, I think running back pgactically to the
signing of the peace treaties. Now this has indicated that they can agree on
other very important and material things. This ought to be what it purports te
be - a real covenant of security that will relieve France and I;‘:aljl.’y, Great
Britain and Belgium, and al&:‘o definitely commits Germany to a pesce program.
1 suppose it goes without saying that we understood that that had alrcady been
done befecre, but to have an agreement of this kind in which all those nations
were able to join is an accomplishment of value that it is almost unable to

estimate. I think it will have a very bemeficial result on the finaneial situation,
It ought to relieve those countries of the necessity of maintaining great arma-
ments and I should expect it would have a very helpful effect on the proposal

NO76



5.

to have a Disarmament Conference in this country. As I say, I can't be certain
gbout that until I have seen the official text, but it all works in that direction.
e have had the Dawes FPlan. We have had the conference at Paris of the representa-
tives of those governments over there. They were able to agree. We have had the
settlement of a good many European debts to this country. We have had the putting
into opersation of the Reparations Plan. And all of these things sre I think 2 most
helpful and promising accomplishment. It indicates step by step a very remarkable
progress that is being made, and I can't think of anything that would be of & more

hopeful mature and hcld out more promise of benefit to the world in general than

action of this kind.
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Tuesday, October 20, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.
I have several guestions here relating to an Arms Conference, rather
a Limitation of Arms Conference. These are hypothetical auestions and I don't
went to undertake to commit the Government in any way in advance of specific
questions. I think I can repeat what I said at the last conference - that it was
gxceedingly gratifying tb have the Europesn nations make the agreements which
they made at Locarno. The Department was exvecting to receive the text today -
I think they are published. I have conferred with Secretary Kellogg about them
and he will make, or have made, & careful analysis and study of them in the Depart-
meat. At the time the Dawes plan was entered into it was thought necessary to
secure the active cooperation of American citizens ‘n order to reach an agree-
ment, but the great outstanding fact there was that an agreement was finally made.
This Locarno agreement is a step in advance of that, and aside from the details
of the agreement it seems to me that the great outstanding and satisfyine fact
is that it is a very clear indicztion that public opinion in Burope has become
sufficiently settled that the suspicions and hatreds that were generated by the
var have been sufficlently dissipated so that the actual political representatives
of the governments were able to get together and make an important agreement of
this kind. I should perhaps have said when I was speaking of the Dawes agree-
ment that one of the fundamental things about that was that it was not made by the
political representatives of the governments at that time, but was made by experts

that were called in that didn't have any political considerations at stake. It
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seems to me the present agreement is exceedingly encouraging on account of that
feature. Of course I regard it zlso as encouraging on account of what it has
donés It has been well said that it is perhaps the most imrortant action taken
- in Europe since the signing of the Armistice. Now, I had been waiting for some-
thing of that xind before taking any active steps about considering the calling
of a Disarmament Conference at Washington. I think I told the newspaper con-
ference some time ago that a very large part of the considerations that have
come before a Disarmament Conference relate peculiarly and almost entirely to
Barope. That would be s0 in relation to any land disarmament. We have reduced
our land forces so that that isn't an imerican guestion, and while I would like
te have an Arms Conference here because it could include both land and naval
forces, yet I wouldn't want to take any step that would be construed or in
effect embarrass the Buropean nations in solving their own problems of land
disarmament. I wouldn't want to maite the slightest criticism of any action they
were taking that pointed in that direction, or have cur Government say or do
anything that would in the slirhtest way embarrass the bringing of that proposal
t0 a successful conclusion. Now that is zbout the only attitude I can express at
the present time. It is possible for the European nations to # hold a Disarmament
Conference that to my mind would be exceedingly useful, and which might make
agreements that would be of great benefit not only to the Furorean nations but to
2ll the world. If thev can do that I hore very much that they will. If the

question of naval limitations is to be considered, then I suppose it would be
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necessary to include America, and it was for that special reason that I thought
there would be greater hope of rezching a successful conclusion if an Arms
Conference was held in this country. But I can't answer those questions in
advance of whether we are going to have a conference here, whether we would
sttend a conference abroad, until specific proposals have been made. When they
are made, why then we will see whether it is best to accept theme Nor can I say
whether we should want to c2l1l a conference here until there has been a
preliminary sounding out of nations it would be proposed to invite, in order to
find out whether such a pronosal was zgreeable to thems I might restate too the
‘ well kmown and what I hope is becoming the historic attitude of our Government,
of desiring to do everything that we can,without jJeopardizing our own interests,

to help the European situations We have realized all along that it would be

useless to have any thought over there that there must be a constant reliance

on use I think I have stated in some of my addresses that we couldn't help
people very much until they showed a disposition to help themselves. 1 think
that disposition is becoming more and more apparent abroad every day, and it

is a rising of a condition that is exceedingly gratifyine to those that want to
help and those that want to see the European situation progressively developed.

’ I haven't any information about any pronosed action by the War Depart=-
ment in relation to Colonel Mitchell, and any inform:tion that is to be given out

about that would come from them.

’ I haven't made any statement or tzken any action relative to a further
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extension of leave to General Butler. 1 think you are all familiar with the
letter that I sent to the Mayor about a year ago and its contents. I don't feel
called on to make any statement zbout it or take any further action until the
Mayor has acted.

These inquiries seem to be pretty much all in relationto the situation
abroad which I have discussed, and the leave of General Butler which I think I
have covered. If you want to have any more information about that why consult

my letter which was made public sbout a year ago.

S awil



October 23, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Mr. Welliver, Judson C. Welliver, who is as you know a former newspaper
msn of & good many years standing has received so much better offer for his
services than we can pay here that he is going to take up - I was going to say
another occupation, but it is somewhat similar zs I understand it. I think he
is going with a Petroleum Association. I am not just sure what the legal or
sorrect title of the Association is. He has been here ever since I have been here
of course, and I think came here when President Harding did, coming in from the
Press Gallery. He is a man of very wide experience in public affairs and of
very bread information. We found him especially valuable here, and of course
I am exceedingly sorry that he is not going to stay. He shares with me that
rersonal feeling, although the offer he has received is so much better that
I couldn't conscientlously ask him to stay here for so much less remuneration
than he is to receive. We have about 2,000 letters coming into the office every
day making inguiries about 21l sorts of conditions and things, and the wide
information he has has been especially helpful, because he has hzd the answering
0f a very large amount of that mail. I found him especially helpful in getting
information from the different departments on any question that I have under
considerations 4s I say, I am exceedingly sorry that he is going, though 1
think perhaps that the work he is going to undertake is quite important and has

& rublic angle to it.

Press: Would you mind our asking if there is a successor in sight
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to Mr. Welliver?

I don't kmow yet. I haven't finally determined on any one.

I haven't any information about the Karolyl case other than what has
already been put in the press. I asgume that the State Department is merely
attempting to administer the law and take such action as it thinks is necessary
to protect American interests.

I have here an interesting sugrestion about the Unikmown Scldier's
tomb at Arlington. I suppose that the present monument which is there, although
1t is very beautiful in its simplicity, is not considered to be complete.

I recall going over there at ocne time to look 2t a proposed addition to it, but
that didn't prove to be a satisfactory desiem, though I think it had the
approbation of the Fine Arts Commission. It was an addition to the present monu=-
ment there that is not quite so high as this room, but nearly as high, and

after careful consideration 1 xnow that Secretary Veeks didn't think it was
appropriate and didn't approve that design. I don't lmow whether there is any
appropriation that is available for any additions or nots I have often thought
about it and talked about it with various people, but the recal recson that
nothing further has been done is because no design has ever presented J£f itself
that appeared to be appropriate. Now, the suggestion in this question is that
thers is & lack oé military gusrd. There is a military guard a2t Arlington

all the time during the day, & superintendent and some guards. The gates are

closed and Arlington is closed I think at 6:00 in the evening. After that, I
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guppose thers isn't any guard. That too h:s occurred to me, but as I thought it
over I said to myself, what reason would there be for placing a guard there
other than that would be such as to require placing a guard at the burial place
of the distinguished soldiers and sailors that lie in Arlington? There are many
Admirals and Genmerals thers. While this unknown soldlier is representative,
I suppose the other burials that have been made there are also representative.
I den't know that there is any danger of any interference with this monument
or interment any more than there is with any other. I suppose the reason that
there hasn't been & general guard is that the guard that is there has seemed
to be sufficient, so that nothing has been done in that respect. It would make
a very good sppearance if & soldier and sailor and perhaps a marine were located
there all the time, but aside from the appearance I don't see that it would be
of any other value. The gates close at 6:00 o'clock. There are three guards
there during the day, stationed at the Olympic Theatre, & superintendent and an

assistant superintendent. I don't recall that there is anything that 1 wanted

to volunteer to the conference.
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Tuesday, October 27, 192B5.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't had brought to my attention any pronosal for legislation to
governmental agencies tolpurchase all supplies in the domestic market whenever the
commodity is available. There is what I should think would be s well recognized
rule of procedure in relation to that which might be put into legislation, though
Iscaroely.sae any necessity for it. The difficulty with legislation of that kind
always arises when some unforeseen contingency comes up that makes it desirable to
have an exception to it. This ouzht to be pretty much in the diseretion of the
purchasing agencies and the purchssing agencies ought to favor our locsl markets.
But there are times when we might want to mzke an exception. Supposing there was
@ great scarcity so that the price of a commodity of which the Army or the Navy
use & very large amount, is very high, then the purchasing agents in those depart-
ments I should think would need to give a little consideration &s to whether they
want to go into the domestic market here and take out a consideratle supply
vhich might raise the price of a necessary of life very considerably to those that
are not very well able to meet i1t, or whether it wouldn't be better on an occasion
of that kind to secure a supply abroad. The law as it 1s now, as I understznd it,
requires the Government to secure competitive bids. There are exceptions to that,
but that ie the general rule and sometimes it ies a question rather hard to decide
of a competitive bid, whether they shall purchase abroad because the price is a
little lower or whether they shall nurchase in this market, notwithstanding the

price is a 1little higher. I rather think it ought to be possible for the heads
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of our grest departments to use their judgment sbout those things, but always on
the policy of giving our own merchants the advantage, first chance. /‘nd oftentimes
it has seemed desirable to purchase in the home marikets even when the prices were
a little higher. But I wouldn't want to put the home markets in the position
vhere they could absolutely insist that the Government should necessarily purchase
of them, I don't inow as I have made that very plain. I think perhaps you can
get the drift of my remarks.

I haven't any of the details of what is said to be here the resigmation
of the French Cabinet, so that I don't know enough sbout the grounds for the
resignation so that I would be able tc express any opinion as to whether it would
hﬁve any influence on the ratification of the five year debt settlement. I should
think it would be very strange if the Cabinet had gone out on that issue. If it
hasn't gone out on that issue, I shouldn't suvpose it would probably make very
mich difference.

I haven't changed my oninion about the value of the Locarno pacts.

I am not exrressing an opinion about the details of them. Perhaps that would be
not entirely appropriate, because it is a matter affecting the governments abroad.
I was only expressing my opinion as to the desirability of the broad poliecy and
principle involved and my great satisfaction that the direct representatives of

the governments that are interested have been able to make agreements of this kind.
I would supplement thst of course by the statement of my ¥1{ belief that & security

pact will be of great advantage to Europe and that this Government 1s very
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! sympathetic with every effort to secure the adoption of pacts of that kind. Now,
it is well known that in negotiztions there have to be compromises and concessions.
It is a matter of give and take. I think it is very seldom, and almost never,
that any one government, especiazlly where zs many are interested as are interested
in this proposition, ever secures exactly what it would like to secure, and of
coursethat would be the case with the Locarno negotiations, but I think it is very
important that the proposals that have been made there should be ratified. From
such information as has come to me, I think the prosvect of ratification is most
encouraginge

I hesitate to say much of anything about the Ital¥ian debt, the same as
I have hesitated to discuss debts when negotiations were approaching or pending,
because the law has put the negotiation in the hands of the Debt Commiszion and
they are responsible for it and there would be danger if I began any discussion
of it that it might prove an embarrassment. I don't see any harm though, in say
ing that 1 have been informed by all quarters that the persomnel of the Itallan
Debt Comrission is exceedingly high. Our Ambassador to Italy, lir. Fletcher, was
in here this morning and spoke in the highest terms of the members of the Italian
Commission that have come here. As to what terms ousht to be made, I couldn't
éxpress any opinion about that. The only terms that this country has any - our
Commission have sny right to settle on are the terme laid down by the law which
established the Commission and the British settlement made.

I think progress is being made toward the holding of the Tacna-Arica

plebecite. There have been scme nusstions of course that naturally arose as to
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the best method of procedure and differences of opinion, which apparently have
been gradually eliminated. I don't understand that all the details have yet been
ggreed to, but because of the great importance of having this settlement made

I have felt that I was warrénted in besing encouraged to the expectation that they
would reach an agreement., I speak now of the members of the Commission who are
representing the United States, one representing Chile and one representing Peru.
[ think they will reach an agreement. Because of the grest importance of this
question, I can't conceive, when there is a chance to adjust a difference that
hes exi;ted for between 40 and B0 yéaré. that the governments involved would fail
to make the necessary concessions and adjustments so that they might get a final
decision.

1 am expecting to attend the New York State Chamber of Commerce banguet
¢n the 19th of Novembera.

There isn't anything new that has developed in relation to the reorgan-
ization of the Federzl Departments. I am committed to the bill that has been
preposed, imovn as the Smcot Bill. I would very much like to see thet taxen up
and passed and my desires about a Fublic Buildings bill are the seme as they have
been. I think we ought to have public buildings in Washington and fhat we ought
to have a provision here for the beginning of a public builldings program. In the
end we will save enough money in rents to very well meet the requirements and
secure very much better housing of our different departrents. I will be willing

to ayprove of a general public buildings bill similar to that which was intro-
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duced at the last session and which went through the House and I think failed in
the Senate. I am not in favor of the kind of a bill that is usually referred to
as a pork barrel bill. I use that phrase becanse it is well known and established
and I hesitate & little to try to produce a phrase which means the same thing.

Press: Do you favor lump sum appropriation for the public buildings or
would you say an item by item bill?

Precident; [ think a lump sum bill would be better. That is the one that
went through the house.

Press: Who would have charge of expending the money, the Chief Archi-
tect or the Postmaster Genersl?

President: Well, I don't unow where the handling of the money ought to
be placed. I would want to think that over a little, but I rather think it was
the Secretary of the Treasury.

Press: GSecretary of the Treasury, yes the Chief Architect is in the
Treasury Department.

President: Well any of the responsible heads of departments like that
I should think would be carable of making an expenditure of $150,000,000 which woudd
be acceptable,

I was very much interested in seceing 2 number of Governors and representa-
tives of state governments that have been coming up before the Committee on
Finance -

Press: Ways and Means, Mr. President.
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President: Yes, VWays and Means, to give their views about a proposed tax
reduction. They seem to favor a very material reduction or perhaps an abolition
of taxes on s‘lcates, vwhich we sometimes call an inheritence tax. Of course if taxes
of that nature, which is a very good argument to leave to the states to employ, are
left there, why then there would be the same reason for asking them to take up more
fully perhaps the state responsibilities. The United States Government has taken
over and off their sholilders quite a number of items and in order to meet their
expenditures of course they have had to resort to sources of revenue that I rather
think ought to be left to the states. I think it would be better &f the states get
their own sources of revenue and make their own decision about expenditures, rather
than for Congress to undertake to say'that the states ought to spend so much money
and if they do why then the National Govermment ought to make quite a large contri-
bution towards its Of course there perhaps isn't any hard and fast rule that can
be adopted in that respect and we have to do what is practical. We want to get
the country employed snd the business of society done, whether it happens to be
done by the states or the National Covernment, but I want to leave as much of it
as possible to the states because they are on the ground, they know the situation,
their people know what they want, and in the end we =re likely to get more satis-
factory results by doing it that way then by undertaking to centralize too much of
it in Washington. -

Press: Bave you in mind the matter of road construction?

President: That would be one example of ite I am not proposing that the
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United States Government should attempt to withdraw entirely from helping to
comstruct roads. I don't want to see it enlarged, and I would like to see it kept
to the msin paths, main arteries, of commerce, rather than take up things thst
are purely local. Of course those main highways that minister to interstate
commerce, the interstate carting, there is qulte a strong argument that can be
made in favor of the United States Government helping about thet, but I don't
want to try to go too fast about it. I think thst the example of Massachusetts
vhich has a very good road system is a gocd one. They began their work in harden-
ing the surface of the roads about 1890. They set up a state highway comrission
and have been 35 years putting in a system of roads up there, which is an
indication that roads can be built without unduly burdening the taxpayers. O0f
course I am not undertaking to compare Massachusetts with spargely settled states
and there are states where we have a great deal of Federal domain, government
land. Now in those states it is no more than fair that the United States
Goverument should help to bear part of the burdens. Those states of enormous
territory and enormous road mileage, the United States Govermment ought to assist
in cases of that kind. But I don't want to see that proposition get away from
us, or sec the United States Government loaded up with a lot of other propositions
of that kind, because it wont be so good for the peovle in the end as it will to

try and work out their own problems as they arise in their rﬁ own localities.
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e Friday, October 30, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't had & chance to see the new Chamber of Music that has Just
been dedicated to the Library of Congress. I was invited to go up there to a con-
cert that was held the night before last, but I had other things to do, so I can't
comment on the gift other than to make a statement of grateful acknowledgment for
the generosity that has bestowed that improvement. I understood from Mr. Moore,
(heirman of the Fine Arts Commission, that it is a very great addition to the
building up there.

1 have several inquiries here szbout the trial of Colonel litchell.

I don't care to comment on that while it is before the Court of Inquiry. That
will follow my course in relation to mattérs that are up before a court.

Here is an inguiry about Attorney General Sargent. Avpparently the
press hasn't got the great news that I received last Saturday night that he had
become the grandfather of another. granddaughter. If there was any nmystery in
the reason for his going to Vermont I think that perhaps'expla;ns ite I imew
that that was the reason he went upthere. For certain personal reasons, perhaps,
he didn't reveal it to the press before the event, and I think that is a complete
answer to all rumors that have been aflost in relstion to hime I am very certain
that so long as he stays in Washington, which I trust will fe a2 lonz time, he
will stay in the office of Attorney General. I might say in relation to that
that one of my reasons for appointing him was that he was not in polities. 1

think it is quite essential to the office that the Attorney General be kept out
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of politics as much as possiblé. I appreciate that in a way it is a rolitical
office, but I think it ought to be administered without a political purpose.
When I say political, perhaps I should say partisan. I don't want to make any
wjust eriticism of men who are engaged in politics, even to the end of writing
for the newspapers as political newspaper correspondents.

1 haven't selected any one to be the successor of Commissioner Thompsqn
of the Shipping Board.

I am not familiar enough with the details of the cost of prohibition
enforcement to give any opinion as to whether any part thzt is now borne by the
Federal Government could by any rearrangement be taken OVer by loecal zovernments.
I doubt wery much whether that could be done. The Federal Government doesn't
have a very large force, 1 think some 1500 to cover the United States, and with
all the efforts that local govemmments could make in the way of eunforcement
I should think it would be necessaryto maintain on the vart of the National
Government about that number in the field. The main cost has come in the last
year or two from building up a force to cope with smuggling. That has necessitzted
an expenditure of a considerable amount of money for the building and purchasing
and refitting of boats and the hiring of men to man them. Whether there will
ever be any chance to make any reduction in that, I don't know.

I haven't decided on any particular farm legisl: tion for the coming
session of Congress. 1 haven't any doubt but th:t I shall make recommendations

in my message.
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I don't ¥now just enough about the military situstion here in the
District to answer very intelligently the inguiry whether there ought to be
included in any building scheme for the District the erection of a new Armory.

Mly general thought about the erection of buildings here was that an appropriation
should be made which would run over a series of years, a certain number of million
dollars to be available each year, and then leave to some single authority to de-
termine what buildings should be erected. I wouldn't want to give offhand any
opinion as to whether a building should be built for the militia, for the
Department of Justice, Commerce, or any other of the things that are going to be
NeCessSary.

I had a conference this morning with Senator Pepper and talked with him
some after seeing him at lunchy- he lunched with me at the Thite House, - and with
layor Kendrick and the City Solicitor of Philadelphia, relative to keeping General
utler as the head of the Police Department. I wasn't able to give them very
much encoaragement, though I told them I would take it under consideration.

I had present as you probzbly know the Secretary of the Navy, Senastor Swanson
of the Senate Naval Committee, Mr. Vinson of the House Naval Committee, and
General Lejeune and Representative liadden, Chairman of the Appropriations Com-
mittee of the House. I didn't get very much encouragement from any of those
gentlemen who heard what Mayor Kendrick had to say, but I want to advise with
one or two other people and take the matter under consideration. I have a good

deal of sympathy with the purpose that is expressed of course, axi a desire to

00724



4.
have a seascned man for the head of the Police Department. Of course I have in
mind the notice that I gave the Mayor and the citizens of FPhiladelphia a year
ago, when 1 permitted the General to have snother year's leave of absence, in
which I told Mayor Kendrick that I wouldn't want to extend the leave over a year
and hcped that even before that he would find some one that could adequately

discharge the duties of head of the Police Department of his citye
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l Tuesday, November 3, 1925,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't any additional infermation relative to another Limitation of
Arms Conference. I assume that is what this me:zns, rather than an inguiry about
8 Traffic in Arms Conference. This is the ingquiry of the International News'
gervice -

Press; Disarmament Conference.

President: Yes, I thought that was what was meant. There is no develop-
meat since I last made quite an extended statement to the newspaper men.

I haven't made any final decision about further - additional - leave for
General Butler. Ais Ilinﬂicated Friday, I think it is very improbable that I can
grant him additional leave. You are all familiar with the letter that I sent to
the layor which I published in order that the Mayor might not only be familiar
with it, but the people of Philadelphia.

I don't recall now whether I have had an invitation to go to Louisisna
next year. It seems as though some one came in and spoke to me about going to
New Orleans. I would like to go down into the South, especially Louisiana, to
go to New Orleans, because I have never happened to be there. I have been in
most of the states of the Union, as far South as South Carolina. I haven't
visited Florida. 1 judge from the current news rerorts that Florida is not in
need Jjust =t the present time of additional guests, but I should like to go down
there very much. It is a wonderful country. I haven't been in Louisiana or

lississippi. 1 have been in Texas. I think those are all the states of the
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Union, with the possible exception of North Dakota, Montana snd Idsho. When I
went West once, I went over the Santa Fe and back another way, and another time
over the Union Pacifie and came back over the Canadian Pacific, so I didn't get
into Idaho and lontana. I don't think I have been in North Dakota. The other
states I have been in. But I haven't any plan about going South. It takes a
zonsiderable time to get down there énd back. 1 think it is very doubtful if
I can pay a visit to that state during the coming winter.

I have two or three inguiries here about the court martiasl of (olonel
Mitchell. As I said the other day, I don't want to make any comment about thate
It is before the court. While it is pending there I prefer not to make any
comment, and I don't see any reascn for making any at this time. f any ocecasion
should arise that might change my opinion about it, why then I will make comment,
but I don't imagine that that is likely to occure

I haven't made any final decision about the proposed reduction on the
tariff on linseed o0il. I am having a czreful study made to see whath?r it might
possibly have any éffect on the production of linseed - flax in the nortﬁwaat.
l rather imagine that those interests, the farm interests, would be protected by the
cost of transportation, so that a slight change at the seaboard on the tariff on
linseed 0il wouldn't have an effect of lowering the price of flax and its
products c¢n the farms. I think most production is in the northwest, Xorth Dakota.
That took the place two or three years ago of wheat when wheat wés very lowe. It
happened that they could raise flax and raise it profitably, and as & result of

that condition under the present tariff ] think that production of flax here is very
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swiftly catching up with consumption, so that it looks as though in a very short
time we should be producing here enough flax and flax seed to supply the nation's
needs for linseed 0il and other flax products - not enough probably for linen as
& good deal of fine linen comes in which I suppose isn't made in this country,
though I don't want to make any definite statement about that because I haven't
any accurate information. But that is the matter that I have in contemplation
here, to see whether some reduction could be made on the tariff duty on linseed
0il without injuriously affecting the farming interests.

I hardly know what to say about this inquiry about the observance of
irmistice Day. My feeling about it is rather to the effect that it ought to be
left to the disposition of different localities, I was going to say different
individuals. The Congress has not, as it is stated here, made that a national
holiday, but its observance has been quite universal I think in past years, and
1 should imagine that the best rule to follow as far as any standard that I could
lay out would be fof each.individﬁal or esach industry or each locality to make
such observance of the day as they think is fitting. I believe it has been my
practice to go over on that day and put a wreath on the tomb of the Unknown
Soldier, and I am planning to carry out that practice this year. Then I think
they usually have meetings of one kind or another in the ususl places of
assemblage. FProbably there is some observance of it in the public schools, s ome
observance in places of public worship smm;;imes during the day and sometimes

during the evening. 1 think those are all arpropriates
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1 have already spoken about the additionszl leave for General Butler.

I have had two short conferences with Chairman McKenzie of the Musele
Shoals Commission and they are working to secure a unanimous rerort. There arg
some details on which the Commission has not vet reached a unanimous decisione.
I am of the copinion that they will and that before Congress comes in they will
have worked out a plen for the use of Muscle Shoalse I think I have made guite
& number of statements about it in my messages to the Congress and in several
conferences with members of the press. I haven't any new information about it
that would lead me to materially change my attitude toward it, but I should
expect that anything that the Commission would report would be something that
would receive my support.and expect it would receive the support of the Congress.
There are two questions there. The production of nitrates, which I thinﬁ is
exceedingly important. We imrort all of our nitrates now. The difficulty in
working this out is because the production of nitrates f{ by artificial means
is in its experimentsl stage and no one Xnows Jjust how we can best provide for
it. The other of course is the auestion of power. But I think that production
0f nitrates ought to be the fundamental cuestion. Pirst as a question of
national defense, because we need nitrates even in time of peace, to provide for
the necessary production of ammnition which we keey on hand. It deteriorates
80 that it is necessary from time to time to dispose of some of the old stock
and replenish it with the new stocks And in addition to that of course is the

question of such nitrates as we use for fertilizer. That is important too.
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1 think those are the main features of the problem, and I think from what Chair-
men McKenzie told me that they will be able to work out something that will be
acceptabls.

1 don"t imow of any advice that the administration has given to
American bankers relative to loans to municipalities of foreign nations vhich
have failed to fund their war debts to the United Stotes. Rach one of these
requests for loans is taken up on its own merits and disposed of on its own
merits.

I haven't taken any action on the resigmation of irnold J. Hellmich
of 8t. Louis as Collector of Internal Revenue. I received a telegram from him
placing his resignation in my hands, which I sent over to the [reasury Depart-
ment for their adviceconcerning it.

I have talked with two menbers of my Cabinet - I forgot to state that -
about leaving General Butler at Philadelphia.

I have somewhat expected that my father, Colonel John C. Coolidge -
he 1ikes to have the C put in. I don't know whether he thinks he micht become
confused with his grandson. He likes to have it rut in, and it doesn't taks up
mich more type. 1 have asiked him to come and stay during the winter at the
White House. 1 spoke to him about it when I was up there last summer and have
been in commmnication with him relative to it, and I received a letter this
morning from the Attorney General saying that my father was yesterday at the

bank meeting at Ludlow and seemed to be in good spirits and was getting on
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’ comfortably. But the winters up there are very cold. The house is heated by
woods I thought it would be much more comfortable for him if he could come znd
stay at the White House. I rather think that he will come. That is for him to
decide. I want him to consult his own wishes about it, of course, and stay
wherever he thinks he will fesl most comfortable and have the grestest peace of
mind.

1 haven't seen Mr. Dalton who is making a survey of our shipping

interests for me since the morning that he came down here snd had breakfast
| with me and theé went over to the Shipping Board to begin his investigation.
I inquired for him one day last week and found he wasn't in town, so I haven't
any idea about how he is getting along other than what would be indicated by
my general confidence in the man and his ability and experience.

I don't expect to g0 to the Army and Navy football game in New York.
L am going up there on the 19th and wouldn't be able to get up there againe

I haven't any additional informationm but wh=t has already been made
public as to what surplus is probable for the next fisecal year, nor as to the
maximum of appropriations. The work is now going oms The Budget Bureau and the
different depsrtments are investigating what the needs are., Of course we shall
try to hold the appropristions down 28 low as we can commensurate with the
needs of the service. It is helpful in making the budget and helpful to the
departments if we set some limit and try to work toward it, but there isn't any
herd and fast limit. We have to make such appropriations as we find the occasion

requires. I can't give any exact amount that I would say could be cut off from
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the present tax revenue. Roughly 1 suprosed it was about $300,000,000. I think
tne figures th:zt have been mentioned were §290,000,000. Now, correct information
ghout that would be secured at the Treasury. They not only have the figures of
shat is coming in, but they =re in touch with the business situation throughout
the country, so that they can make scme estimates about the coming yeare. It may
be that it would be perfectly safe to have a larger tax reduction than that. It
may be when we get the budget completed it will aprear that there are charges
necessaryto be made agsinst revenue so that it couldn't be increased above
$250,000,000. I should ssy that would be the minimum, but those details and
figures are all being worked out by the Treasury Department and the Committee on

Weys and leans.
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Friday, November 7, 1925.

Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

I keep having inquiries about the ecoal strike. I don't lmow just why
1 keep having thema. I suppose the press would like something to write about.
‘here isn't anything that I can say about that, and I don't imow of anything at the
jresent time that I can do about it. Now, i1f you will just keep that in mind
jerhaps it will be an indication of what slant you oucht to take when you hear

Tumors «

I don't know of anything about Commissioner Haynes' connection with the
fovernment other than what I have seen in the press. I have indicated, I think a
good many times, to the conference, that I had a very high regard for lajor Haynes.

I think he was a very good officer holding a very difficult situation. I am sure

thet he can be very helpful by continuing. Now whether it is going to be thought

lest by General iAndrews and Secretary Mellon and Mr. Blair to continue him in office,
ldon't kmow. From 2ll I know, I suppose they are going to do so and receive the
tenefit of the very vast knowledge he has of the situation and use him in =2 great

ANy Ways.

I haven't in contemplation any action in regard to Commissioner of
Imigration, Curran, of New York. I don't imow what his views are about immigrations
| mow that he has extensive views that he has voiced in the press, but if there is
i difference between him and the Immigration Department, I don't know Just what the

tafure of the difference is. The only rumor that has ever come to me that seemed

in any way a reflection on Mr. Curran, and I don't know thst that was warranted, was
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the fact that he seemed to be making a good deal of criticism of his superior

ifficers. He may have a very good plan of running his office over there that is

.jietter than the Department has. Of course, it is always unfortunate when a sub-

irdinate starts out publicly to criticise his superiors. 1 have understood that
Ir. Curran was a first-rate rublic officer, He is & man of intelligence. I think
le 18 a graduste of Yale some time back. It looks as though he was well trained
10 administer that office. Now I imagine that there have ¥¥ been rumors about
it, but that the facts are rather inconseguential.

Press: The matter hasn't been referred to you by the Labor Department?

President; Not that I know of. I heard something to the effect that a

letter of reference had come over here, but I have never seen it and don't think it

las come.
Here is another veteran rumor about my position on the World CGourt.
If yoi want to know what my position is in relation to it, read the two or three

statements that I have mades The first one in my message of 1923, next in my

hlnsage of 1924, and in an address I made at irlington she 30th of May, 1924.

lhaven't changed my position at all. Nobody has sugvested that there should be
iy compromise. What I want is some practical resolution that will carry out the
lecessary purpose.
Senator Borah didn't mention and I didn't mention the Itslian debt or
the foreign debts, when he was in here. I sent for him to consult with him as I am

wisulting with a great many now, to find out if anything had occurred to him in
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Ms experience or his studies that would be something that I ought to touch on in my
mssage. I learned from Senator Smoot and Secretary Mellon, who was in here Just
1w, that they seemed to be making very good progress. I haven't any details.
lIf 1 did have them, I wouldn't want to disclose them. But they are making progress.
There is every indication I think that an agresment can be reached. That is the
peneral impression I get from my conference with those who are on the debt commission.
There seems to be a disposition on both sides to try to make a settlement and I
tbink from such information thaut comes to me that both sides are approaching the
jroblem with the utmost candor. Vhen that is the case we usually expect that candid
tinds can meet =nd agree.

I think that is all for the day.

(newspaper men called bzck within a few minutes)
'** % * between the depression of the frane and the debt settlement fajlure. The
mggestion is that the so-called Morgan credits to France have been reld up at the
fnstance of the Government. 1 don't think there is any foundation whatever for any
rmor of that kind. I don't know of any proposal by France to get credits here,
ind I am sure that our Govermment hes not put anything in the way of any credit of
that kind. I am very certain that no suggestion has been made for an additional
tredit.

Press: Thut was made a long time ago, Mr. President.

President: Yes. 4 credit of I think £100,000,000 was extended in the late
Bprings.

Fress: Has the administration any plans for a vossible debt conference in

firope? )75

president; Noe




| : Tuesday, November 10, 1925,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

' I don't smow of any change in the attitude of the Government towards the
telebration that it is proposed to hold at Philedelphia commemorating the 150th
|mmiversary of the Declaration of Independence. The provisions of the resclution
gre being carried cut and the committee that I was to appoint from the various
states hes been appointed, I think every one of them, it is possible that there

iré two or three states where for some reason recommendations have not yet come

_1m but I think they have all been appointed, and of course tﬁe Government is going
o cooperate up there in any way it can. 1 have several inquiries about that, I
g0¢.

I don't xnow whether any telegram has been received here from an imerican
legion Post in New York. If it has, it hasn't come to my desk, an& when it comes
[will deal with it in such a way as seems apprepriate. As it is in relation to
lolonel litchell, I should expect that I would refer it to the War Depsartment for
sich action as they thought was proper.

I don't know eny particular inference that is to be drawn from my appoint-
mnt of Mr. Walsh to the Shirping Board, other thsn what is prerfectly aspprarent
o the surface. I understood that he was an experienced snd practiesl shipping

wn, 50 I have appointed him to the Bosrd. I haven't had any revort yet from Mr.

Dalton. I thought it might be in by the latter vart of this week. I should be

Jnided to & good deal of an extent by what he might say and the United States

thamber of Commerce is also making a study. Their conclusions and their reasons
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for arriving at them I assume will &also be set out, and of course will have a good
jeal of influence on mes

X havén't any Armistice Day plans, other than to carry a wreath to the
tmb of the Unknown Soldier, and I expect to be there at 11:00 o'clock, leaving

tere & few minutes before 11:00. It developed in gonference in the Cabinet this
wrnine that it was rather the opinion of the members that =z very wroprer way of
hserving Armistice Day would be for some cessation of activities at 11:00 o'clock,
ihat being the time of the day that the Armistice went into operstion. I suppose
iat was 11:00 o'clock Europesn time, but there is no reason for trying to translate
hat in time that corresponds over here. That 1 imagine is the reason of my going
0 Arlington at 11:00. It is suggested that if there would be a cessation of busi-
©ss activities for one or two minutes at that time, it would be a very aprropriate
ey for those that haven't made other arrangements for observing Armistice Day.

hat shouldn't be taken as a suggestion to discontinue snything else that is being
ione, but simply as a suggestion that those who haven't made any plan and would like
{0 do something to observe the Day it was thought could very properly adopt that
fiethod .

Will that be done in the Government in any way, Mr. President?®

President: Well, I understood so -

Press: 1In all the Government Departments?

Presidént:s that there micht be a cescation of activities for a minute or

Llﬂ at 11:00 o'clock tomorrow. It is of course a purely voluntary thing and the
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segestion is not an order to any department or any one in the employ of the Govermment,
mt @ suggestion of what one may do 1f nothing else has occurred to them to do and they
rery properly want to make some observance of Armistice Day.

Of course no suggestion has come to this Government about an Arms Conference
st any rlace, and I doubt if the situation would be helped in any way for me to comment
m newspaper suggestions. The only thing I could ssy about any suggestion would be
.mat“man it was presented through the proper channels so that it has back of it the
requisite authority, why then thkat our GCovermment of course would give consideration

o any proposal snd try to determine it on whatever merit it seems to have. I make

thet in reply to a question about some suggestions that are béing made in some of the

iapanese newspupers that a conference should be held in Japan.
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in resources between the British Empire or the British Isles and the resources of
Italy, it is quite apparent that the small country of Italy can not meet any such
payments as could be met by Great Britain. That occurred to me as perhaps the
most significant comparison that could be made. But the great thing is the agree-

ment on what may I think be regarded as a fair basis for both of the Governments

upon which to .
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Tuesday, November 17, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I don't ‘mow that I can say anything sbout the forthcoming evacuation
of Cologne, except the most obvious thing. It is another step in winding up

the problem that arose a&s & result of the war and in the difficulty that they had
in reaching a solution as to reparations. Of course in so far as it is that, it
is a significant move for peace and an example and indication of thé desire of
the countries interested to make agreements rather than to try to settle their
difficulties by force.

I don't know of any change in the attitude of the United States Govern-
ment in relztion to submarines from the position that was taken at the time of
the Washington Conference. I don't want to say that the United States Government
wouldn't be willing to change the policy that it announced at that time, but
the policy then announced is the policy thét we have at the present time, a
limitation of submarines, with an open mind to hear and consider any other
suggestions that might be made in relation to the use or abolition of submarines.

I don't know that there is any use to discuss a form of ship subsidy.
S5¢ far as I know now I am not prorosing to submit one to Congress. 1 have in
the past thougﬁt something of that kind might be, but it has never seemed to be
practicale.

1 have already spoken of submarines,
I am going to make the report of Mr. Dalton publice I don't know but

whet it has gone out alweady. Has 1it?

00741



Ce

Press: No, sir.

President: Well, it has been mimeographed and will be given out with-
in a ;hcrt time, two or three days.

I am going to send my message up to Congress. lly present expectation
is that 1 am not going up to read it.

and the report on lMuscle Shoals - I rather expect to meke that public
very soon. I haven't had a chance to look it over, but it lay in my mind that it
should be public,and of course if it was a revort that was to go to Congress it
ought to be submitted to them before it goes to the press. But I don't under-
stand that is the case.

Press: Mr. President, you indicated I believe &t one of the last
conferénces that you expected a unanimous report. Would you say whether it was
unanimous or not?

President:s I don't think it is,

There isn't anything further that can be said at this time about any
conference to advance the work of the Arms Conference that we had here in 1921,

I don't think it is at all likely that our Government will call the
attention of France to the fact that the treaty for restriction in the use of
submarines and poison gas entered into at Washington has not been made effective
because France has not ratified it. Thst is before the French Government for
their action and I shouldn't think it would be avpropriate for our Govermment to

make any suggestion about it.

I have already spoken of the attitude in relation to submarines.
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Representative Underhill spoke to me about a large vurchase of real
gstate on the south-side of Pennsylwvania Avenue, at a cost that he estimsted of
$15,000,000. I haven't the slightest doubt that that is & very candid estimate
on his part, but of course all experience is that these estimates, when they are
put into effect, are greatly exceeded. I do not look with favor on & proposal
of that kind at the present time. I have approved the building of a memorial
bridge here that is going to cost considerable monsy, and we are 2ll the time
meking outlays in the city of Washingtone. I would like to have something done
here, as you well know, in relation to public buildings, and perhsps something
in the rest of the country. I have guite a sympathy with the sugzestion that
ultimately that land there ocusht to belong to the Government, but I don't think
it is an aprropriate time to purchazse it now. It would cost more in the future
of course, buﬁ aside from that there is no other element of danger in leaving it
there. The land will be there. If it wasn't there when the time comes, we
shall not want 1it.

I have already expressed my interestand what I think is the interest
of the American people in the agreements that were made at Locarmo, that they
were likely to improve the situation of the world, so I don't think it would be
correct to say that they were lacking 'interest in the United States. The United
States is very much interested im any action that can be takzen anywhere that
there is a movement toward peace, & reconciliation and conciliation, better
understanding and pood-will, whether it be made in Hurope or in the Far East.

There is a great deal of promise in those pacts, and of course we are very much
interested to =xy see that they are approved for that reason, while they don't

direatly affect us, fﬁj-74'3
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: Friday, November 20, 1925.
Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I don't recall that anythine has eome to me rel=tive to the transfer
of jurisdiction over the Virgin Islands from the Navy to Porto Rico. FPorto Rico
of course is under the Insular Bureau of the War Derartment. I assume that is
“hat this question would mean, There may be something in contemplation in the
Navy Department about that. If so, I haven't had any information about that.

I don't recall having received any protest from Mr. Frame, of Alaska
against the conduct of two Federal judges there. It may be that some protest of
that kind has been sent to this office. If it was sent here it would be referred
in due course of dbusiness to the Department of Justice for investigation and
revort to me. That 1eéds me to remark about Alaska, that I think protests that
originate up there against those who are holding office perhars would need
considerable investigation in order to determine just how much merit they have.
It is my information that one person in every 11 of the white people that live

Federal
in Alaska are on the/payroll. Business is not brisk up there. There are some
fisheries there and scme mining, but we are spending $11,000,000 a year so that
I think the best line of endeavor that there is in Alaska is to get on to the
Federzl payroll. Now I presume it is unconscious, but a condition of that xind
would stimulate an activity on the part of those that aren(t on the payroll to a
eriticism of those that are, in order that a change might be made to their

advantage, so th-t whenever there are protests against Federal officers up there

they have to be viewed with that in mind.
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I haven't haé any word frem Major Coupal, who went to Plymouth to see
if father would like to come dovm here. He wouldn't arrive at Ludlow until about
2:00 o'clock. It would be nearly an hour after that before he would reach Plymouth.
There isn't any very good telephone there znd I don't believe he would try to
telephone, OSo it is hardly time for him to report yet.

I have had an invitotion to go to New York to attend the annuzl gathering
of the Friendly Sons of St. Patrick. I told the gentlemen that invited me that
] I couldn't give them very much encouragement at this time, snd that if they would
communicate with me later I would give them a finzl decision. I would like very
mach to go, but I have just been up to New Yorke I don't want the other parts
of the country to be jealous of my attention to that city. I have been there
three times since I have been President.

I don't have in mind any specific action in relation to giving pardons
on Thanksgiving. It was my recollection that pardons were given at Christmas
rather than Thanksgiving. I may be wrong sbout my recollection, but I think
it has been usual to ask the wardens of the federal prisons to recommend some
especially meritorious cases for special consideration at Christmastime. I think
that refers entirely to Christmas rather than to Thanksgiving.

It is the policy of the Federal Government, so far as any information
has ever come to me, to prosecute all viol:utions of the prohibition laws or any
other laws as fast as we can with the instrumentalities that we have at hand.

It would be my opinion that it would be the better policy to put the greater

emphasis on the sources of supply, in order that if those were remedied there

00745




EESS——_—SSB__™—————ia . S R R s

Je
wouldn't be any oprortunity for further small violations. But you can make it as
plain as you want to, that so far as I know it is the policy of the National
Government to prosecute all violations.

I haven't seen the bill that it is said here that Colonel Sherrill is
considerdng for the erection of a stadiuﬁ at Washington, and in which he is pro-
posing to legalize the investment of national banks in a million dollars of bonds
that are to be issued to build that stadium. I couldn't give an offhand opinion
ag to whether an investment of that kind would be sound banking. I should want
to get the opinion of the Federal Reserve Board about it before I approved it.
lly offhand thought would be that if it is going to require legislation, that very

lixely it hasn't been considered as the ind of an investment that national banks

ought to make.

I don't %nOW of any class of Federal employeec here in the District that
it is now proposed to reduce. There are changes all the time going on, temporary
work in one Department or another, but when those changes occur we always try to
do the best we can to take care of those wno are discharged from temporary employ-
ment in some other Department, either permanently or on temporary worke Of course
there was & great deal of work going onm in relation to the bonus bill, which’

I think 1s now very much decreased, and that undoubtedly has been the reason for
a discharge of some employees there, but as I have indicated several times at the

Conference, we always try to take care of those people so far as we cane
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November 24, 1925.

Report of the Newspzper Conference.

I have two or three Inquiries abu.it the Gerald Chapman case. That is
pending in the courts, I think of both the United States and the State of
Comnecticut, so that in accordance with my custom I don't think I had better com-
 ment about it other than to say that of course I shall be disposed to follow any
advice that the Department of Justice gave me. Such stztements as can be made in
relation to it ought to be made by the Department.

I haven't received the reports of the two minority members of the
¥uscle Shoals Commission. I rather expect when I do receive them that I shall
make public the majority and the minority reports. In fact, I am helding the
majority report so that if the minority'want to make any report to me it can bve
made public at the same time. And that would be prior to their transmission
to the Congress. 1 have forgotten the form of the resclution, whether it directed
me to transmit to the Congress, but I shall transmit them.

I haven't under consideration any out of town Speaking engagements
except my trip to the annual meeting of the Farm Buresu at Chicago. I don't like
to go oat of town speaking. 1 have to some, but when Congress is in session
: § especially‘find a good deal of gifficulty in getting time to prepare an address
and go away and deliver it.

I haven't any reports from my father other than those which have already

been made public. I understand th:t he has sometimes a momentary spasm that Dr.
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Coupal thought comes from the arteries or veins of the brain. He didn't think it
was primarily trouble with the heart, because they are only momentary &and their
recovery is complete and im-ediate, without seeming to be followed by that ex-
haustion and shortness of breath that usuwally follows any heart difficulty that
producés the same effect, 1 am in hopes that he will come down to Washington.

I thought from what he said that he had that in mind. He has never been able to
conclude that his work'is in such condition up there that he is aquite ready to
come. Of course he has always lived in that locality, all his life, and is very

the of

much attached to it and very likelyfthcught/staying away from it for any great
length of time is not one that fills him with content. Of course 1 want him to

come down here if he can, because I think we can mske him more comfortable hers,

but I don't want him to come unless he would feel contented.

1 have several inquiries about John Le Lewis' communication to mee.

I had lr. Lewis notified that I received his let'er and that I would take under
consideration the contents of it and make some reply about it as soon as I can
arrive at a conclusion.

lire President: DMay I-ask in that connection if the matter was discussed
at the Cabinet.meeting this morning?

President: No.

I think the Tacna-Arica situation is proceeding in a fairly promising
waye. There have been difficulties of cne kind or another, as I understznd it,

but I think they will all be met and a plebecite be taken.

I haven't any special plans for Thanksgiving Day. I have three or four
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live turkeys in reserve, and one or two that have been dressed. This is not an
advertisement for further contributions. Whether there are any others in the
| offing, I am not quite certain. The public is alwavs very generous with their
efforts to swrply the President's table at Thanksgiving and Christmas, so that
my embarrassment usually is one of riches and kmowing whst to do to dispose of
what is sent in, and not of how to get in more.

I will give out as soon as I can my message and my address at Chicagoe.
Ny thought is that the message will probably come out first, as that would be
more desirable to have a general distribution. The Chicago address would not
be printed in full; I anticipate, in very many of the papers, while practically
all the papers I think carry the anmual message. I will get it to you as soon
as I can., 1 think it will be five or six days befors its delivery.
4 1 don't know that it would be gquite correct to say I have accepted
the recommendations of the Dalton report. What I would say about it is that
they are in harmony with all of the views that have been expressed to me since
I have been President in such investigations as I have had made,and I have had
several made in relation to the proper method of transacting our shipping business.

1 have three or four inquiries here that I shall probably touch on in
| my message. Here is one sbout waterways. I suppose any one would xmow that in
' all probability I will say something about that, and I do0 expect to say something
about that. I don't care to make any publication gf about what is going to be

in my message.
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I hardly xnow how to comment in a way that would give you anything of

interest about the request made by Senator Norris for a list of the Americans
that have been decorated abroade I don't know whether the State Department has

| any such list. It doesn't occur to me offhand that they would have, though it is
possible that they might secure it from French authorities. Those decorations
were made substantially all of them as friendly gestures of appreciation during

| the War and immediately after its conclusion. I could hardly expect that any
one who hed received one would consider himself as beholden on any future

question in any way, but that it was merely a recognition of what was thought to

be past appropriate services.
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. &8 I am the Arbitrator there, naturally 1 would have to use

Friday, November 27, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

1 don't know about any plan to reorganize the government personnel
agencies, except the general plan for departmental reorganizations.

I didn't Xmow that Senator Smoot had made any recommendation for moving

the Labor Department into the Interior Building. It is possible that he hase.

Senztor Smoot is Chairman, I think, of some Building Commission on the part

of the Senate, and I don't know just what the name of that Committee or Com-

mission is. I think Secretary Work spoke to me about a survey that has been

made of the available space in the Interior Building znd told me that they

could house quite a good many more people theree

Here is an inquiry about the publiched forecasts for my forthcoming

message. 1 may be wrong in my recollection, but I think it was Mr. Field

that published 2 direct statement about two yesrs ago that I was opposed to

the World Court.
I haven't entirely determined on my reply to Mr. Lewis' letter.
I haven't any specific information about Tacna and Arica plebecite.

some cesre in

making any statement about-it, but I can only reiterate the condition as

I understantd it there, that while there have been questions and problems to

decide, the matter is going on.

There isn't any basis, so far as I imow, of the rumor that is current
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in New York that Secretary Wilbur is going to resign.

I don't know Just when the Morrow Aircraft Board are going to report.
I though I understood something like a week 2go that - when was it I went
up to New York; a week ago yesterday wasn't it? - that they had substantially
agreed on all the questions and it was merely & matter of getting their
report into shape. I haven't seen anything since then that would lead me
to surrose they would make their report very soon. Of course my guess
is no better than the expert guesses of the press.

Mr. Crawford is coming to take the nlace of lir. Welliver.

Press: ©Speaking about Lewis, lir. President, you said you hadn't
entirely determined on a2 reply or the ckxax character of the reply?

President: Haven't entirely determined on the form.
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Tuesday, December 1, 1925,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

The reports of the Muscle Shoals Commission are in. The majority rerort
vas made some time ago, but the minority report didn't come in I think until
yesterday, perhaps the latter part of last week, and mimeographed copies have
been made of the majority report and of the recommendstions of the minority rerort,
vhich I think is practically all that the press would care for. Of course there
sre quite & large number of exhibits that couldn't be mimeographed, maps and
things of that nature which there would be no expectation of having printed.

Those will not be given out, but the report of the majority will be given out in
full and the recommendations of the minority. I think those are ready for
distribution and will be given out any time now.

I haven't made any final determination about the tariff on linseed oil.

Here 1s a suggestion that the Miinneapolis Tribune today printed the story that

' I contemplated issuing a proclamation reducing the tariff on linseed o0il. My

I
|
|
|
|
J
|

recollection is that a telegram was sent to them yesterday that that is not a

fact, s0 I somewhat doubt yhether in view of receiving that telegram they would
print a report of that kind. All that that means is as I stated to the conference
once Or twice before, that I haven't decided what ought to be done. My difficulty
is to find out vwhat the effect would be on the production of flax in the northwest.
iy offhand opinion is that such a reduction on o0il as can be made would be on

imported oil and would take effect of course on the Atlantic Seaboard, and as
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the flax is reduced to 0il out there in that region they would have a practieal
protection by reason of freight rates, so that such reduction as could be made
vould have little or no effect on the production of flax in that region. That is
vhat I am undertaiking to find out before I make my decision.

There isn't anything I can add to what I have already said about the
Locarno agreements. I have expressed my approbaticn of them several times. The
fact that they were signed this morning or yesterday doesn't alter my opinion as
t0 the benefits that I think are likely to flow from them.

I haven't any informaticn other than that which is in the press s to
the intention of the new French Cabinet in relation to the debts. I don't think
that any action has been taxen in France on the offer that was taken back by the
French Commission when they were over here to have a temporary adjustment which
would extend over a five year period.

I haven't any information at all about any plan to replace Ambassador

Deeschner with Senator Beranger. I rather think i1t would be better not to comment

'on that at 3ll. It might be misunderstood.

I was waiting to éee what might be the outcome of the efforts that
Governor Pinchot is making before finally makine my ovm decision as to what answer
I could make to kir. Lewis. Of course it requires scme investigation on my part,
but I think I shall have the letter within a day or two. Quite naturally, 1

wouldn't want to inject anything that might make the effort for settlement less

effective.

I haven't received the report from the speeisl aireraft board. I had
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' understood that it woudd be signed and handed to me this afternoon. That is Just
; a suggestion that has come to me and can't be taken as final and definite.
| Press: Do you plan to make it public, Mr. President?
President: Oh yes.
‘ Fress: You would make it publie immediately?
President: I think so. I understood they were going to report in print,
iso that I wouldn't have to go to the trouble of having to take the time of having

| copies made here in this office, so I imagine 1f they report this afternocon that there

' will be printed copies which will be immediately available for the press.

I I haven't any information about what the plan of the Rerublicans of the
Senate are - is, in relation to the management of their party conference or whom

| they expect to invite to attend it. That is & matter that is entirely for them to

 decide and one in which I wouldn't want to interfere in any way. And that is also

true about representations that they want to detsrrine on the Senctorial Committees.

They will have to make their own decision sbout what cught to be done.

I heve already spoken about lusecle Shoals,

|
|
|
|
|
4
|
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: : Friday, December 4, 1925.
: Report of the Newspaper Conference.
1 haven't examined with enouch care the provosal of Cornelius Vanderbllt,

| Jr. for a Secretary of Aviation, so that I can comment on it very intelligently.

| I received a telegram from him yesterday, I think, or the dsy before, making a sug-
| gestion of that kind which I thought I would consider when I had time to look at it
'in connection with the report that has been made by the Air Board. I thought from
Tahasty examination of 1t that it went considerably beyond what the Alr Board had
.prcpoaed and my first inclination is to accept the prorosals that have been made

by the Air Board, that is the strengtheming of the Departments of War and Navy
Iand Commerce by the approintment of Assistant Secretaries, and rerhaps strengthening
| the General Staff of the Army and the Operations I think it is and Navigation
'Buraaus of the Navy by additionsl airmen.
; I haven't any information about the use of funds in Texas in relation to
the building of roads, about which there is a controversy dovn there, other than
;that which I have gleaned from a hasty glance at the headlines. I don't know whether

‘1t has any connection or not with the expenditure of Federal funds. I didn't

lsuppose it had, it msy have - I didn't know that it did.
F

|

There is nothing new that I can give you in relation to the developments
in Tacna-Arica. There are difficulties thers in arranging for the holding of a

|plebacite, but as I have indicated before it is & matter of such importance to the
|

<

welfare of Peru and Chile, and the generzl welfare of South American countries, that
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I assume the difficulties will be solved and the plebecite held in accordance with
my finding as Arbitrator.

I haven't any information about the proposal that has been made by the
Disarmament Council of the League of Nations to invite the United States to become
a member of a Special Commission that is to be created to prepare for am Inter-
national Conference for reduction of Armaments, other than that which is contained
in the question here, which indicates that that is an A. P. dispatch. I wouldn't
want to make any definite commitment of course until such a proposal as that
reaches us. It will then be exemined and given careful consideration. Of course
our country has been perhaps foremost in trying to advance the policy for a
reduction, I suppose this means a limitation of armaments, and that policy we
went to advance in the future.

I think there is some statute in relstion to the power of the President
t0 send representatives abroad to partake of the function of Speéial Commissions,
and there is also some provision that was made at the time of the adoption of
our treaty with Germany in relation to our cooperation or taking part in the
activities of the League. Those two considerations would have to be given
due weight in order to determine what powers the President may have. It mgy be
that there is a statutory provision against accepting an invitation of this kind,
or taking part in the functions of a Commission such as this is proposed to be.
That is why I say it is difficult to comment on it until the actual text reaches

here, so that it may be examined in detail. I do want to make it plain though,
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that our country has great sympathy with any effort that is to be made in this

direction and hopes that it may be suecessful.
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Tuesday, December 8, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

The entire liuscle Shozls report will be sent up to the Congress. The
gprendix, as I have glanced it over, consists mostly of charts and things of that
!ﬂnd. They will all be available for the press up there, I am sure. It didn't seem
{0 be feasible to undertake to mzke copies of it here, s0 that it could be given out.

I haven't taken u» the question of a successor to Colonel Sherrill.
be hasn't resigngd yet. The only thing I know about his proposed resignation is
what I have seen in the press, though I think he did telephone to lir. Sanders to
mke inquiry and I told Mr. Sanders to tell him to go shead and make any arrangement
ihe would like to make.

’ The Department of Justice is taking up the matter of considering the
]various suggestions that have been made for appointment to the Federal beanch for the:
Eastern District of New York. Now that the Senators are here, they very likely will
mzke some suggestion about it. I think that will be tzken up and disposed of very
Tquickly.

There isn't anything further thzt I can say about the press reports that

come from Geneva relative to an invitation to be issued by the League of Nations

to have this Government participate in a Commission to consider cz=lling another

|

‘Disarmament Conference. All I can say is that when it comes we will consider it then.
1
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Friday, December 11, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

!

I I haven't had any report on some inquiries that were going to be made
|of the Canadian authorities relative to the relation between the United States and
PMnada on cur fisheries. There are certain restrictions that are rut on by the
1Banadians that it was thought might be taken off, and inquiries are going to be
‘made to see whether th:at could be done. I have had no report on it.

I have two or three inguiries here about the return of the alien property.
I 3o not think any full plan has been matured about that, but there is a hypothesis
on which the Treasury Department and the interested parties are working to see if
it can be put intc effect and to ascertain whether it would be satisfactory to the

parties interested. Of course this is all a part of cur general ereditor position.

I think the amcunt that is due to0 us from Germany is about the same as the amount
ltha.t is due to us from Belgium, and very likely it might be proper to consider the
faot that Germany is a debtor to us and is also a debtor to substantially all of
our debtors, so that anything that we might release would in 2 way be so much more
that would g0 to those that are to pay us money and those that have already made an
.agraement with us and those that we expect will make an agreement in‘the futures
180 it might be, so far as we are concerned, about as broad as it is long. What we
secured from Germany wouldn't go to others and if we released anything it would go
to others and they would be the better able to pay us. I don't know that that
element would be very large in this situation, but it would be worth considering.

Then there are some difficulties about the agreements that we have already entered

51
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!into to see where they might affect other nations. But I am hopeful that a method
|
|oan be worked out, so that the proverty can be returned =nd the whole matter adjusted.
I haven't any information about the possible appeal in the Taena-/rica
matter, other than that which has already been in the press.
There have been no developments, so far as I mow, about another disarma-
ment conference.
There isn't anything new that has come to my attention in the coal situation.
' Colonel Sherrill, as has already been publiely noted, has given me his
resignation as Superintendent of Public Buildings and Grounds. I haven't fully made
up my mind about his sﬁccessor. but I expect to appoint liajor Grant, who is now
in the office with Colonel Cherrill, who has had some experience before in that kind
]af work.
I have already spoken about the return of the German property.
| I haven't any information about - other than what has come to me here -
‘a movement to tie together the Colorado River development and the Mississippi River
| and St. Lawrence River and other projects. I should doubt very much if that would
Jba practicals I think very little, 1f any, legislation is necessary so far as tha_
1Nississippi River 1s concerned. No action can be tsken on the St. Lawrence River
}except by way of treaty. That is, there would have to be & treaty as a preliminary.
1Jlnd that would take those out and leave nothing but the Colorado River. Then

1 think each of these projects ought to stand on its own merits. I am in favor of

'|ﬂevalopmant of all these projects as fact as we can, but the Colorado River is a

-
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- very intricate and technical proposition. It involves the rights of seven dif-

- ferent states out there, and I don't see any way that it could properly be in-

cluded in a bill that related to other projects.

I haven't any specific information about the making up of the committees
of the Senate, and I haven't enough information about it to emable me to pass
Judgment on it. I think that is 2 matter that ought to be attended to by the
Senate itself, and I wouldn't want to interfere in it.

I have already spoken about disarmament. There hasn't been any invitation
lssued by the Lesgue yet. When it is issued I shall take it and consider it and
see what we can do under it. I can scarcely imagine that it would necessitate
anything like a repeal of any present legislation. 7The aquestion here refers to
that, but it might necessitate, as I indicated at the last conference, the approval
or permission of the Congress to take part - it certainly would as far as securing
the necesczary funds by having an zppropriation.

Fress: Do you refer in that to service on the committee to prevare the
preliminaries for the conference or the conference itself?

President; Well, both. It would require an appropriation of money to
send any one over to confer. I am notcertain about the wording of the statute and
1t would depend on the nature of the invitation as to how it should be applieds

I have issued an order today indicating that it is experimental and not
to be taken as a precedent, for a whcle holiday on the 26th of December, rather than
to have a half holiday-on the 24th and then a half holiday on the 3lst. It has

been the practice in the past, I think, of having a half holiday oftentimes before
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:afull holiday, in order that those that might want to travel or something can do so.
ks Christmas comes here bne day, or two days, whichever you want to phrase it, before
Sunday, I thought if we had a holiday of a full day on #ff Saturday, that those who
wanted to go away Thursday night would hot have to return until Monday morning.

I was speaking also about waterways. A delegation came in to see me this
morning, and as I indicated a moment ago I am solicitous about the development of all
;Our waterways., I indicated my general attitude about it in my message. The budget
‘has made a recommendation of an appropriation of $50,000,000, and that of course is
‘my recommendation and I stand by it. I have also had some conversation this morning

nwith General Taylor, who is the Chief of the Bureau of Ingineering that has charge of
‘the waterways works, and he tells me that it may be necessary to have a deficiency
iappropriatian for the end of the present year. I mean by that the year that ends the
30th of next June. So that if it is necessary to consider any further appropriation
gbove the #50,000,000 that I have zlready indicated, that could be taken up at that
hlme. My general thought about our waterway development would be that it would be
'best to get such legislation as is necessary this year, which would be an authoriza-
!tion for an appropriation, and then we would come in with the appropriation next years
Iaf course this is all complicated somewhat with the tax reduction bill. There will

'a necessity of seeing what was done there, in order to see what funds we have avail-—
labla for this purpose or any other purposes The tax reduction bill, as I have

pndicated. is a little larger in amount than I should have made it. It may turn out

that it is no larger than we ought to have, but the figures seem to indicate
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$290,000,000 or $300,000,000, and the tax bill runs considerable atove $300,000,000,
I have forgotten the amount, some statements are as high as $330,000,000 and others
$315,000,000 or $320,000,000. So that what we can do in the way of waterways -
in the expenditure of money for waterways, public buildings, or anything of that
kind, is going to be predicated to quite an extent on the tax bill. Then, also,
on any possible debt settlements that we may make in the immediate future. 50
all of those things come in as necessary to be considered and decided upon before

we can tell whether there is additional money to use for this most desirable purpose.
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Tuesday, December 105, 1925.

Report of the Hewspaper Conferences

I haven't had any word from my father lately about coming to Washington,
80 I don't know what he is going to do. He seems to have been fairly comfortable

| in the last week or two.

There isn't anything that I can say about river development other than

! what is in my message. I have an inquiry here about the Colorado River. I dis-

~ cussed that in my Message, and I am very anxious to get that development along as
fast as we can. I haven't any new light on it, other than what I szid when I
addressed the Congress.

I had a telsgram last nieht from Mr. Lissner of the Shipping Board saying
that he had sent me yesterday or Saturday his resignation to take effect on the
51st. His written communication hasn't reached me yet.

I haven't any new information about the Roosevelt Memorial. I have re-
ceived the plans which I presume have been distributed to the press, or rather the
book for the proposed Memorial opposite the White House over near where the
bridge crosses the Potomac ~ that part where there is a rose garden.

1 can't make any further statement about the invitation of the Leacue to
an arms conference until that invitation reaches here and we have full opportuhity
to examine it.to see what it includes so far as we are concerned and what it may
include so far as other nations are concerned. I haven't any new information about

what Congress is likely to do in relation to shipping. I want the shipping busi-

ness put on the be:ct possible business basis that we can put it. My recommendations
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about it are included in my message.
I am very much pleased with the progress the tax bill is making in the
House, and from such informstion as I have it would appear that there is a pros-
pect now of its early passage in the Senate, though one never mows what may happen

in relation to legislation.

)
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Friday, December 18, 1925,

Keport of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't decided about further nominations to the Shipping Board.
lr. Lissner's time doesn’t expire until the first of January. And some conferences
are going on among the Senators about a successor to Commissioner Haney.

There isn't anything very definite that I can say about the Sesqui-

' centennial Exposition at Philadelphia. I suppose I am booked for exhibition and

J that will probably be on the 4th of July. The matter of an spprovriation is being
considereds Mr. Hoover is in some way officially or semi-officially comected

with the effort to have the exposition, and he is working out the details. I
understand that he has canvassed the different departments to see what exhibit

they would make and how much reom it will take, and when he finds out sbout that

why he will be able (0 make some recommendation about. an appropriation. I think
the State of Pennsylvania has appropriated $750,000,000 and the City of Philadelphia ==
how much is it that the City of Philadelphia is appropriating? Some way it lay in
my mind $3,000,000. But what we are working on 1s to see how much it would take

to put on the exhibition that the different departments are willing to furnish.

Then there is some suggestion about zn Army snd Navy exhibition. The Navy Yard is
right next to the fair grounds, so that wouldn't be particularly difficult. There
would be much more difficulty about using troops up there and having an exhibition
of artillery, and things of that nature. Now what all that will cost, I don't kmow.

# I tried to find out what it will cost, what the local authorities, state and
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minicipal, are planning to expend and maxe our expenditures accordingly. The
secretary of War has had a man up there, but he said his representation to the
people in charge of the exhibition was that the War Department would incur no
expenditure. They might furnish some trodps and artillery, and so on, but without
expenditure. And I think there is some plan to have a CuM+T.Ce there for boys.

Press: Does that mean that if you carried troops there the exposition
would have to bear the transportation expense?

President: Well, not necessarily. But what the Secretary of War told
them was that he had no authority to incur any expenditure. The matter of ex-
penditures and the matter of exhibition is being taken up in detail by lir. Hoover.

I have indicated that as conditions now are I would be willing to ap-
prove a bill creating another member for the Interstate Commerce Commission,
another office for it, and that I would expect to make that appointment from the
Souths There is a suggestion for regional appointments. I doubt very much if
that is expediént, but I would be glad to appoint = member from the South as I
have several times indicated, and would be glad to approve a bill appointing -
designating or increasing the number, so that I could appoint someone from the
Souths I think it has also been suggested that perhzps there should be two more
members. I hardly think th:t wouzld be necesssry. Vacancies are occurring all
the time by one way or ancther. Nobody exvected Mr. Potter would resign. He did.
There are always vacancies occurring on a board as large as thate

Press: Would the member be a democrat?
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President: I don't think that would make any difference one way or the
other. I tshould imagine that he would be a Democrat, but that is a matter of small
consequence on a Jjudieial board of that kind.

I have two or three inguiries about western watezwsy development. I
covered that pretty well in my message. I of course didn't mention all the rivers,
but 1 mentioned the main lines and that of course includes their tributaries.

I think I probably said nothing about - the Missouri would be included in Kansas
City - but I said nothing I think about the Illinois River. That would be included
in the Great Lakes to the Gulf waterways, and of course the upper Mississippl would
come ine The fact is that the Secretary of War is now having investigated the
guestion of what legial authority he has to provide for a like line or a similar
line of boats on the upper Lississippi, running from somelWwnere, St. Paul, Linneapdlis
or beyond, down to St. Louis, to correspond with those that run from St. Louis to the
Gulf, That was an experimentzl project, but of course - from St. Louis to the Gulf -
' with the idea that if it proved profitable, which it has - I don't mean by that that it
ihas made very much money, but it showed that it was commercially feasible, that it
!would then be disposed of. It has been proven I think to be eommercially feasible
gand can be disposed of at any time, anc the Secretary of War is investigating the
?project of having similar lines run from St. Paul down to St. Louis and beyond.
iNow, this is largely, as I indicated,the other day, & matter of money. The present
|

budget carries I think at least §10,000,000 that coudd be devoted to this DUrpose.,

1 am quite naturally waiting to see what havpens to the tax bill to see if any more
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money can be made available for the present year. Now of course I stand by the
budget, as I have submitted it, for the present, but I understand that we have to !}
have a supplementary budgst probably for the river and harbor work for the present
year, and when that comes up then there will be an oprortunity to consider the
needs here. I understand that it is probable that §10,000,000 more could be profit-
sbly spent in a year. That is $20,000,000 a year. Now that all depends on whether
the tax bill is increased, so that it entirely exhausts any probable excess of
‘Income over outgo.

Press: Vould that be spent on the lississippi system?

Presidents Well, on that general systems The Chio I think is to be in=-
2reased in two or three years. 1 think we have about 30,000 men working on that.

It 1s completed from Pittsburgh well down toward the Mississippi.

I haven't any specifie information sbout the amount carried in the budget
for the preventiom of tuberculosiss I would have to say about that and about all
these things that so far as I know the amount carried in the budcet seems to be wise.
Now the budget is made up in this way. Departments make their recommendations.

It is for the Department to show that the money it has asked for in the preliminary
|

\budget is needed. The Bureau of the Budget doesn't undertake tb show that it isn't,

but on the other hand all the Buresu recommends is what the Department proves is

inaeded. That would be what was done here or with any other item. Now, that isn't

'the end of the budget. It goes up to the Congress and as I pointed out in my

liessage they have the right to increase or diminish it, and oftentimes it happens

‘there is an arrival of new evidence after the budget goes to the Congress. I think
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the disposition in the House is rather to enlarge it then reduce it on the whole,
but our experience under the budget I think has shown that the appropriations on
the whole are within one or two percent of what the budget has recommended. Now
this may be too small, or too large. I haven't any information. If this inquiry
is instigated by some one that is interested and thinks it is too small, why they
have an opportunity to appear before the House Committee g¥ and give their testimony
about it, or before the Department of Agriculture for a surplementary budget.

1 expect to appoint Mr. Woodleck., I am waiting to see what can de done
about the other member,

I think there has been a Tacna-Arica appeal. It will be taken up and
considered right away and disposed of as well as I can on its merits.

The invitation from the League of Nations has been received and it is
being considered both here and =t the State Department, and in the Senate, to see
what reply we can make and to study the probable effect of it, and it will be dis-
posed of in accordance with the principles laid down in my message.

There isn't any comment I can make on the courtmartial of Colonel Mitchell.
That will come before me for decision.

I don't know enough about the workings of the school board of the District
to know whether it is feasible to have them elected or not. I recall sbout that
what was an interesting incident to myself. When I studied geography 1 was very
certain that it said in the geography that there were certain elections held by
the people of the District, and when I was candidate for Vice Presidsnt I came

through Washington and some of the local newsvsper men here ingquired of me whether
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I was in favor of elections in the District, and I told them that I thought they had
local elections here nowe I didn't happen to be cgrrect, but it came about by
reason of what 1 had remembered of my geography days. It seemed very curious to
some of the newspaper men who were considerably younger than I; that I must be very
muach mistaken about it. I don't know what could be done. ]I want to have the schools
of the District up to the very best conditions Whether they could be improved by
having an elective school board - that is the direct aquestion - or not, I do not
know. And I haven't any mature views about the matter of general suffrage in the
District. 1 can see a great many difficulties. Of course I am pre'ty well committed
to local self-government, and having people elect their own officers. But of course
I have also had it brought to my atteantion, though not in any discussion of what
ought to be done here in the District, the rather sorry plight of the national govern-
ment of one of the couatries abroad. It has no Jjurisdiction whatever over the local
pclice. It is never certain whether it is going to have police protection. It is
in a certain city and it is there rather as a matter of suffrance. Now, the United
States Govermment couldn't submit to anything of that kind. It has to have absolute
authority to protect itself and pretty nearly absolute authority over local police,
and in order to have authority over local polite it has to have pretty general au-
thority over the government of a locality. This of course is a2 Federal city set apart
for the carrying on of the business of the United States Government. Permsylvania
is interested in it, the Statesof Washington and Oregon zre interested in the Govern-
ment here in the District of Columbia no less than Maryland and Virginia. 4And those

states are interested in it no less than persons that live here. 50 it makes a
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diffieult and complicated guestion, and unless there avppear to be very serious
abuses of some kind or ancther I should be rather inclined to let the present
method of government go one They tried local govermment here one time with an
elective Mayor, I think, and then they went bsek to the present system.

I haven't done anything further about reappointing District Attorney
Gordon. He is in office and of course stays there. There is no haste about it.

I expect to appoint Major Graham to succeed Colonel Sherrill. I spoke
to him about it. He is glad to take the position, but as I slways say I can never
promise what I am going to do because something may come up about which I have no
information at present.

I have signed one or two pardons that are to take effect I noticed on

Christmas eve, or the 23rd of December. I hadn't in mind any specific number.
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Tuesday, December 22, 1925.

Report of the Newspazper Conference.

We are still working on the cuestions involved in the invitation from
the League of Nations, in order to see what proper response can be made.

General Butler hasn't resigned from the larine Corps, so far as I
know. The resignation wouldn't come to me. I suppose he would be the proper
person to interrogate about that. But I have no information about it.

I haven't any information about the Noyes vplan for farm relief that
isn't public proverty. All proposals for farm relief will be taken up by
Secretary Jardine and carefully considered. We are working on that problem
all the time. Some of the best minds in the United States are constantly
engaged on it.

I have zlready spoken about the League of Nations invitation.

Chairman O'Connor came in this morning to confer with me about pos-
sible competitition that might arise in rates between American lines and
foreign lines, to see what steps could be taken by our country to support our
own ships. I mean those that are privately ovmed.

I think one or two Christmas pardons have been granted. I don't
know Jjust how many. I signed several pardons the other day and I noticed
some of them were to go into effect about Christmas timee.

Here is & question that says that Premier Mussolini said "that the
parliamentary system is in a state of obvious decadence in all countries which

have followed it." I haven't any informstion about that. We don't have the
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parliamentary system in this country. I would assume that he was referring to
the parliamentary form of government that is in use on the continent. And of
course the British Parliament is the great example of it.

The matter of nrotecting our people as well as we can from the high
price of rubber is being taken up by the Secretary of Commerce. I think it
has also been considered by the Secretary of State. I don't think that this
is any recent beginning of such zetivity. It has been going cn for a long time.

Vhen the Tacna-Arica appeal has been considered, I imagine that the
first step will be to notify the countries interested to file briefs. Now,
it is possible that I may arrive at some conclusion in relatiom to that, with
the advice of course, of the State Department some time today. I want to ex-
pedite it in every possible way.

I have already spoken about the activities in the rubber situation.

I don't imow anything about father's Christmas plans, except in the
most generzl way. I don't know of any activities that he is likely to engage
in on that day that are different from those that he usually pursues.

1 have already referred to General Butler.

Perhaps I should say that what we are working on in relation to the
invitation from the League of Nations is what method we can best pursue in
working out soge way to accept the invitation. The studiss that are being made
are of a constructive and affirmative nature.

About the appointment of kMr. Taylor. There seems to be a 1little

misapprehension about that. 1 arrived at the conclusion that lr. Taylor would
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be a good man to appoint, and after reaching that conclusion, as I usually do I
sent for the Senators from that state. One of them was here and the other one was
away where he couldn't be reached. I sent for Senator Underwood to inquire if he
had any personal cbjectionms. He said he had not,and he undertook to make inquiries
of his colleague and I understcod he had no objection to the appointment. I make
that statement in order that it may not be thought that Senator Undeérwood or any
one else dictated the appointment. They were inguired of because the appoiniment
lay in their state. I think the Democratic ranking member on the committee was

away and so I wasn't able to inquire of him, which I possibly might have done.
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F Tuesday, December 29, 1925.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Report has been made to me by the Federal Trade Commission
on its investigation of the tobacco growers and merchzndisers. It is a
very voluminous report. I don't imow that there is anything in it that
indicates wrongdoing on the part of anyone, 80 I have sent it to the
Attorney General to analyze for the purpose of discovering whether it
reveals any situation that requires any action. Now I don't want any in-
ference to be drawn that it has revealed any such situation. The only
thing that I have done is to send it there for analysis.

I have a number of inqulyies about farm legislation. I have
stated my position as best I could in my message to the Conegress and in
the somewhat more extended statement that I made in the address at Chicago.
I have noticed what I thought was some confusion in the past in relation
to my position, &nd if any one wants to know just what it is he can best
find out by reading the message and the address. I think the confusion
has arisen by reason of the fact that some times more emphasis is put on
oneportion of my address and some times more emphasis is put on another
portion of it. They all go together and state as best I could my position.

I haven't any idea now that I shall consult General Pershing
relative to the appeal that has been made by Chile from, I think it is,
technically, from a decision that I made or a resolution that was passed

by the Committee. I should expect that the only people that it would be
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appropriate to consult would be the interested parties, which would be done
in the usual formal way of having briefs filed.

The matter of attending the conference at Geneva seems to be progres-
sing favorably. Such inquiries as I have made of members of the Senate and
House indicate that they look on it favorsbly, 2nd I haven't found any one
there yet whom I have consulted that has any objection to make to an appropria-
tion. Nothing has.baen done about the personnel that may be used, as to those
that may be sent over from here or those that are already in the service
there and would be available, and any reports in the press here, and especially
abroad, of course are merely speculation. I can't prevent those = I am not
making any criticism of them, but of course I don't want to be held
resnponsible for them.

There will not be any withdrawal of the President as arbitrator in
the Tacna-Arica matter. The arbitration is proceeding, and so far as I have
any information will continue to proceed.

Senator Robinson and Governor Jackson of Indiana came in to pay respects.
The Governor and I talked symnathetically with each other of some of the
troubles that executives have, and gquite naturally I reminisced some of
my experiences when I was holding the office of (Governor of a2 state.
I haven't any speaking engagements that I lknow of.
I Jjudge that my father's condition is about what can be expected.

His years and his troubles come on about as we had expected they might come.
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He has had some trouble with his leg. That is nothing new. It is some-
times more acute than at others. That may clear up as it has before.

I don't know of anything I can say about the coal strike other
than to express gratification that there seems to be a prospect of adjust-
ment between the interested parties. I noticed that President Green of the
American Federation spoke very hopefully, and I have no doubt that he spoke
from more accurate information than I have relative to the bright
prospects of a settlement.

The reports that we receive relative to genmeral business con=
ditions are the szme as those which have already been noted in the pasts
The immediate prospect sesms to be good, wmmr underlying conditions seem
to be sound, speaking in a general way. There are certain areass and
certain lines of business that are not so good, due to drought, failure
to readjust, but in the industrizl world readjustments seem to be pro-
ceeding most hopefully.

I expect that the report of the Federal Trade Commission on
tobacco will be made publie in due time. But I don't want to speak au-
thoritatively on that. I haven't in mind just what was in the resolution
that directed the report to be made to me. That might govern in some way

what ought to be done with it in the way of publicitye.
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