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Tuesday, January <, 1927.

Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

All the inform:tion that has come to me,and I think &ll that has come
to the Wer Department or State or the Navy, relative to the situation in

Nicaragua, hes already been published in the press.

questions. Perhaps I might take this occasion to wish you all a very Happy
New Year.
(The same was wished for the President by the members of the press).
The various departments that I have consulted with are looking forward
to the prospect of a fairly good year in the business of the country. There
has apparently been quite an incresase in opportunities for employment in the
past few weeks. Therazilroads are showing & disposition to purchase equipment.
The automobile trade is starting up. There is a plentiful supply of credit,

which means that rates ol interest are reasonably low, so that industry and

comuerce have no difficulty in financing themselves. The general rate of wages
i throughout the country appears to be at its highest peacetime record. It has
been suggested to me that on account of the improvements in machinery znd the
advanced methods of production that the country may be entering upon a new era,
' somewhat similar to thaet which was produced by the adoption of the factory
| system several generations ago, as distinguished from what had before that been
the old methdd of hand and household production. You will readily see the sig-
nificance thet would attach to that and the difference in the policy in our
economic development that would be involved. It would mean a very large pro=-
duction of goods and merchandise at decreased cost, bringing a2 wider distribution
to the people and giving all of us an opportunity to enjoy and use many things

that in the past have been impossible to secure.
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The Var Dept. is still working on the question of methods of financing
the Mississippi flood problem, with the idea of relieving any possible inequal-
ities thet might arise from & general application of the principle of contribu-
tion by the localities, trying to work out some method of applying different
rules to the different elements of the problem. It doesn't know yet just how
that cen be done, but hopes it can be worked out. low, the elemcnts of the
problem that have to do with local contributions are the raising of the level
of the present levees, the securing of new spillways, and the erection of new
levees along the borders of the new splllways. It was estimated that that work
would ecost about $180,000,000, and there is 110,000,000 or 120,000,000 that
is to be used for the improvement of the river = broadly spesking we can call
it the improvement - the whole cost being about 300,000,000. That $110,000,000
was to be borne in the plan presented by the Board of kEngineers entirely by
the U. S. Government, so thut the contribution was not anticipated in the first
instence on anything of the 180,000,000, which at 20% would have been
996,000,000, with some additions for rights of way. Those are the elements they

are trying to readjust in some way.
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Tuesday, January 4, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Here is a request for an sutographed book that I found on the news-
paper questions. I attended to that yesterday. I don't mow whether it was
properly left on the questions or not. Mrs. Pearson of Connecticut. I auto=
gravhed & book for her yesterday.

I haven't any plan at the present time relative to the report of
the St. Lawrence Commission, other than as I stated in_my message to submit
it to the Congress for their information. Congress is dealing with the ques-
tion of waterways and their improvement and development, and as this was g
material contribution of facts and evidence relative to that situation I sub=-

mitted that report to them.

Press: Does that mean that you concur in the Hoover report?

President: I don't mean anything more than what I saye I have
submitted it to the Congress for their informatione I should assume that the
facts that they have set cut there are reliable. I haven't examined the
report sufficiently to want to state any opinion as to whether I would con-

cur in all their conclusions, as 1 do not imow exactly what their conclusions

areas

The report that I gave any instructions to the Secretary of State,
Commerce and Labor, relative to discoantinuing their studies regarding the
reapportionment of the immigration celause in relation to the national origins

provision was not correct. I do not know where that report could have
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originated. Those three Secretaries are working on a report which I suppose
they will be ready to submit to me in the near future. My desire is to
carry out the provisions of the law. That is what the three Secretaries are
trying to do.

I haven't any information about denaturing slcohol, as I expressed
to the last conference. If you want accurate information about that, of
course you can get it from the Tressury Department. The Treasury Department
has never discussed it with me.

I don't know when the memorandum on China will be released for
publication. This is a question from lr. Halgren. Just what dia you mean
by that? What memorandum did you refer to?

Mr.Halgren: The memorandum that Secretary of State Kelloge has re-
ferred to in recent conferences.

President: Well, I imagine that is a memorandum that Mr. Strawn
made.

ir. Halgren: It was to have been in reply to the British -=-

President: I understand now what it is. I don't know when that
memorandum will be completed or when it will be made public. 1 have been
over some of the details of it with the Secretary and I haven't been
notified as to whether he has finished hls studies of it or whether he has
sent the memorandum &s & reply to the British position. I should assume
that whenever he sends it to them zand they have received it, why then he will

be ready to meke it publice. That would be the natural course, not to make it
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public until he kmew it had been received by the Government to which it was
addressed.

There isn't any new development rolative to either Mexico or
Nicaragua that, so far as I ixmnow, hasn't been given to the press alreadye.
The policy of this Government has been stated time and time again as that
of desiring to protect the lives and property of American citizens. Of
course, in Nicaragua the Government itself has interests. We have pur-
chased a right to build & canal, for which we paid $3,000,000. We =lso have
a right to locate = naval base on Fonseca Bay. Those are the main
interests of the Government itself in that country. Of course our
nationals are there in quite large numbers and have large commercial
interests of lumber, coffee, rice I think, sugar, probably bananas, and
I think some mining. It 1s for the protection of all those interests that
I am solicitous and desire to take every action that the Govermment ought

to tske to secure that purpose.
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Friday, January 7, 1927.

Heport of the Newspaver Conference.

Jeveral guestions have been submitted relative to Nicaragua and
some telegrams have come to me making inquiries about it from different pub-
lications. Of course I can't very well send to different rublications
throughout the country statements for ﬁse in their press. Those publications
that are not represented here at the Vhite House conferences will have to
rely very largely on reports from these conferences for such information as
they may need. Here is one inquiring as to the reasons for landing marines
on the cost of Nicaragua. 1 think that hac already been made as plain as
I could maze it, that it was for the yurrpose of protecting American life and
property and the rights of the American Government within that ferritory.
Another one, "What interests have we in the so-called neutrzl zones estab-
lished in th=t country_hy the United Ctates." There have been several neutral
zones established in Nicaragua, I think principally by agreement between the
different factions. The reason was because they were inhabited by American
citizens and within thair location is American property, so that if fighting
or warfare took place in that locality 1t would probably result in injury
to American citizens and American propertye. Ancther here inquiring on
what principle of international relationship have we acted. Why, it is the

generally recegnized principle of the duty of the American Government to
protect its citizens and their rights when they have gone lawfully into a

foreign country and are abiding there in observance of the local laws,
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I wouldn't care to give out the names of Americans that have asked for pro-
tectione That might result in injury to them, if their names are disclosed.

Press: Are there very many?

President: I don't kmow how many. I know of several that have
been received. I don't have in mind the names myself and I wouldn't think
it was proper to give them out if I did have them.

I do not think I have any specific informetion as to the relation-
ship of lexico to the present situation in Nicaragua other than what has
already been publishede.

Press: What have you in mind in regard to the published reports?

President: Well, I don't kuow that I can state that accurately
and if I could I hardly think I would want to state it at all. I haven't
given specific and careful attention to nublished revorts c¢f that kind and
I haven't them clearly enough in mind so that I could state them, but as
I have observed them the impression that was made on my mind was that they
were, very broadly speaking, in harmony with information that has comé to
me from other sources. I hayren to have tere a varagraph from some in-
structions that were issued to linister Foster, at Mexico, on the 12th of
August 1878 by the then Secretaryof State Willizm M. Evarts, and they ex-
press the policy of the United States S0 clesrly that perhaps :':t might be
helpful to the conference if I read them. It is quite short. It has since

been known &s the Evarts doctrine.
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"The first daty of govermment 1s fg protect life and propertye.
This is & paramount obligation. For this governments are
instituted, and governments neglecting or fuiling t¢ perform it
become worse than useless. This dufty the Covernment of the United
States hud determined to perform to the extent of its power to-
ward its citizens on the border. It is pnot solicitous, it never
has been, about the methods or ways in which that protection shall
be accomplished, whether by formal treaty stin:lations or by formal
conventions, whether by the sction of judicial tribunals or that of
military force. Protection in fact to American lives and property
is the sole point upon which the United States are tenacious."”
That sums up the general poliey that the Government is attempting to pursue
so well that I thought it might be helpful if the conference had it in minde

Press: Could we have a copry of that?

President: I haven't sny copies of it. I should be very glad to
let any one have this copy I have. 1 don't know whether you have access to0
any documents that would give it to you or not. Now, I think the conference
is by this time fairly well informed abcut our Nicaraguan policy. I have
stated it guitea good many times., We have sent forces there to protect
our interests and Admirzl Latimer has general authority to take such action
as he may think is necessary from time to time to accomplish that purpose.
It has been the poliey of our Government, worked out by Secretsry Hushes
as an example, in getting the Central American representatives up here
to make treaties to discourage revolutions. Hevolutions have been one of
the peculiar drawbacis of that locality. I don't spesk of that in any

critical way or desire at all to criticize those countries, but that is

the fact, thst revolutions have retarfed their progress. We wanted to do
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what we could to be helpful in getting them to adopt a policy that would dis-
courage revolution. VWhenever one bresks cut we find ourselves in the same
position that we are in relation to Nicaragua. Our people, property, and
our rights zre in jeopardy and it necessitates our sen&ing forces for their
protection. We wanted to use our good offices and extend our assistance to
help those people to establish stable govermments. As sn example of what we
have been willing tc do you will recall our recent assistance to General
Obregon when he was President of lMexico threatened with revolution. He ap-
plied to this Government for its moral support, for arms and suypplies, which
were sold to him to help him in the situation in which he found himself.
We did that becsuse we wanted it understood that when we have recosnized a
zovermment our recognition ought to be considered of some value. It wasn't
a mere empty gesture, but it mesnt that this Govermment considered that the
government it had recognized was one that was doing the best it could, was
undertaking to maiptain its international obligations, protect the rights
of Ameriéans and the rights of other people that found themselves within
its Jjurisdiction, and while it was doing that under our recognition we
wanted to give it vhat aid and assistance we could. Well, acting in ac-
cordance with the treaties thit were negotiated here some of the Central
American countries and our country recognized the Diaz government in Mexico,
thought it wae the government in authority becuzuse we considered it had come

into authority in a constitutional manner. We can't always inquire as to
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the source of authority that a government has, but after we find it a de facto
government that is able to exercise its authority and jurisdiction over the
country that it represents and fulfills the other requirements, then we recognize
it. We recognized the Diaz Government, 2nd having recognized it we are taking
the same position toward it that we took toward the Obregon govermment in Mexico.
I wasn't following the details of the negotiations at that time, but it was my
understanding then that there was a kind of & general conference at which it
was understood and sgreed that Diaz would come into power under a constitutional
method and was duly chosen first designate, which means Acting President, and
therefore was entitled tzﬁiecognition of the other countries and we recognized
him.

.Press: Have the Central American countries recognized him?

President: I think the Central American countries have not recognized
him, but the others have acting in accordance with the terms of their treaty.
I have never gifen enough thought and-study to the plan of finsncing campaigns.
It has been suggested guite 2 number of times and I think 1n some states there
is something of that nature, especially wheré they apply the referendum quite
extensively., The government itself undertakes to provide literature and sends it
out to the registered voter on pending guestions. I think it also undertakes
to send out to them information relative to candidates. I don't know whether .

that would be practicable in all cases. I see this cguestion relates to financing

the major political parties. 1 can see that minority partées would feel that
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that would be quite to their prejudice and whether it would be rossible
throcugh any method of that kind to have campaigns conducted without voluntary
contributions I couldn't szay without making more study of it than I have had.

1 don't know just what we shall do about taking up negotisations with
Canada for the construction of a St. Lawrence shipway. I have sent the
report that has been made by the enzineers up to the Congress for its in-
formation. Perhaps the Congress will wish to indicate whether they wish
negotiations proposed. Of course, nothing o0f that «ind is necessary and we
can takxe up negotiations with another power on the voluntary mofion of the
Zxecutive at any time without an& suggestion from the Gonérass.

1 have been invited to speak at Buffalo at the dedication of the
new International Bridge which is being erected between the city of Bufialo
and the Canadian shore, the expectation being thit such dedication may occur
some time ear.y in the Fall or late in the Summer. Of course I can't tell
s0 far shead whether it will be possible for me to go up there or not.
I recognize the importance of the occasion and the epoch-making event of
the opening of an international bridge of that kind. Also it will be time
for the celebrati n of the peaceful relations that have for such a long time
existed between Canada and the United States, which makes it 21l the more
an interesting event.

To go back to the Nicaraguan situation, I understood that there

was no doubt that arms had gone from liexico, I don't mean from the Mexican
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Government, but that arms had been shipped from lexico to Nicaragua. 1 do
not think that this Government has been in communication with Mexico in re-
lation to that. When the Diaz governmentwas recognized and an embargo on
arms was placed by this Government, and I think by the Central American
Governments, against the shipment of arms into Nicaragua. 1 believe that
Mexico was approached by the United States with an inquiry as to whether
Mexico would put on an embargo. I understand that they did not put on an
embargo. I think that is probably the extent of any communication that has

been made by this Government to lMexico relative to the shipment of arms.
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Tuesday, January 11, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't any information about Mexico other than what has already
appeared in the press. [ have put into my llessage to the Congress yesterday
everything that I have to say at the present time about the Nicaraguan situ-
ation. There isn't any further comment that I can now make about that.

I haven't yet selected a house to live in after we vacate the
White House. We have several in mind that would &pparently be agreeable.

I am undertaking to see if I can't get one near at hand. I suprose if I
have to go so far away that I might naturally travel bacik and forth by
automcbile it doesn't make much dif‘erence whether it takes 5, 10 or 15
minutes to go and come, but the convenience of my household, the servants
that come in during the day and do not stay there during the night, would
probebly be much better served if I could secure a location that is close
tc the White Eouse.

I haven't taken any action on the report of the Tariff Comrission
on hosiery schedules. It is my recollection that they have sent ﬁe a rerort
which shows that the cost of production of some of oﬁr hosiery is such
compared with the cost of production abroad that it wczid warrant somé
reduction in the tariff, and in other kinds of hosiery the production cost
here couwpared with that abroad is such that it would warrant some increase
in the tariff. I am havingz the report considered by the Department of
Commerce and the Treasury Department - I don't know which one has it now -

to get their advice as to the effect on our commerce and the effect on our
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I have had invitations to 2o to the Northwest - Washinzton, Oregon,
Idsho and Montana - for a visit during the coming summer. 1 have those under
considerations I think it is very doubtful if I will be able to go so far
EWEY «

Press: Do you mean for your vacation?

President: No, I didn't understand that that was an invitation to
come and abide with them, but sn invitation. to make a visit.

Press: Have you given any consideration to the gquestion of a sum=-
mer Wiite House somevwhers in the wide open spaces?

President; Well, I think I have read some newspaperstatements
that you (Mr. Wile) have written about it.

[re Wiles I was only revorting what I understood to be the factse.

President:; I have come to the genersl conclusion that a sumrer
White House could be established if they would est:ablish one in every
Congressional District. That of course is an interesting auestion. But my
general view about that is that while it would be 2 great convenience to
‘have & place that the Precident could g0 to in the summer and have it all
ready for him and suited to his use, thet there are other considerations
that are also quite important,and that is that the Pfesident has tastes
that he might want to defer to és to the locality to which he would like to
go to spend the summer. And then I think it is an advantage to the

President to go to one locallity at one time and ancther loeczlity at another
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time. Neither of those conditions would be served if you had a permanent
summer White House. Of course, there is opprortunity for travel, which the
President might avail himself of, but you gentlemen who have been on trips
with me inow of the diffi011£ies that the Fresident encounters as soon as
he goes away from his permanent location, and any extended trip of course
mezns a very great strain on the President. I have to keep in mind that
there is only one ex-President living.

All I would want to say about protection of property and live in
any part of the world would be, of course, that the Government will do the
best it can. Wherever it is threatened it will use such forces as it has

at its ¢ommand to afford protection.
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Friday, Jamary 14, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Chairman O'Connor of the Shipping Boazrd came in this morning to
talk with me about the possibility of transferring to the Shipping Board
some of the transports that are used by the Army and Navy. I understood his
'idea to be that if the Fleet Corporation were to carry on the work of Army
and Navy transport which he szid now costs about $10,000,000 a year, it
probably might be done in connection with commercial activities of the same
boats at a considerable saving to the Government. I couldn't give him any
opinion about that without taking it up with the War and Navy Departments.

I imagine that they would be quite sclicitous to maintain the entire control
over the Army and Navy transportation and wouldn't wish their boats to be

in the hands of the Board of the Fleet Corporation. So I doubt if anything
could be done in that direction. But it is an interesting suggestion and
well worthy of consideration.

I called in Representatives White and Lehlbach to confer with
secretary Hoover and myself about radio legislation. I 'anted to see what
question is at present before the conference committee that has been ap-
pointed to confer ppon the differences in the bills that passed the Senate
and the House and see what could be done, if anything, to expedite a de-
cision. I judged from what they said that the committees were nof very
far apart and that there was a possibility of reaching snagreement.

Press: 'Would you say what was their chief disagreement?
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President: I don't think I would say that. No,I don't think so.
1 of course want to aveid if vossible the setting up of a new independent
comnission, sco that I have been desirous if possible to have this board
that is to be established function in conjunction with the Department of
Commission. But my views abcut radio legisl:tion were gquite carefully set
out in my message. If you desire to comment on my personal views you will
find what I hud to say about it there. I wouldn't say that I look for the
ultimate success of the essential features of either the Senate bill or the
House bill. Naturally, when there is a difference of opinion, they have a
conference and it usuvally results in a compromise. 1 don't see any reason
why they can't reach a compromise in this question. It secmed to me that
some compromise might be reached as to what zction should be taken in case
of a contest. Where the small affairs only are concerned and it is merely
a ministerial duty, no objection on the part of any one to the issuing of a
license, the qguestion of issuing it is not of great consequence, it can be

there

done very well in the Department of Commerce. There %X is a contest over
it, of course it is guite apparent that a contest of that kind had bester
be decided by an impartial and somewhat detached board having judicial
functions and it is for that purpose that 1 think the board Ought to be
established.

Press: By that you mean this judicial board to be established in

the Department of Commerce?

President: Well that would depend upon what you mesn by independent«
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I should say not exactly independent. Their findings, of course, would be
entirely independent, but it would be in the nature of an appeal board.

Press: Within the Department?

President: Well, not exactly within the Department. A board
that functions when there sre disputes. When there is no dispute, why the
Department of Commerce can very well issue the license or order. Vhen there
is a dispute let it g0 to the Bozrd for its decision. It is in the nature
of an arbitration, or anything of that kind, th:t our different Departments
have vower to establish.

There are no new developments, so far as I know, in the situation
in Nicaragua that haven't been rerorted in the press, and no new developments

in rélation to the lMexican land and minerzl lwas th=at haven't been reported

in the press.
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Quesday, January 18, 1927.

Report of the Newspsper Conference.

The only information I have about the rejection by Peru of the
proposal that was made for the settlement of the Tacna-Arica difficulty is
that which I saw in the morning press. Before deciding what action we
could take, it would be necessary to get the formal statement of the
Peruvian suthorities. It is my recollection th-t we were requested by
poth the interested varties to extend our good offices in the matter. Ny
thought would be, without consulting with the Secretary of State, that he
would continue that effort just so long as he thought there was any chance
that it might lead to success. ©Should there be something in the revort
thet indicated there was no use further to make an effort, why he would
conclude that he had exhausted the rossivilities. There may be something
in the answer that comes from Peru that would open up some other avenue.

There are no new developments that I xnow of in Nicarsgus or
in Mexicoe. Of course the questions that we are interested in in Nicaragua
I have already stated as carefully as I could in my Message that I sent to
Congresse. e are there to protect the lives and property of American
citizens, protect the interests of this Government in the c=nal concession
and the right to establish a naval base, and in addition to that we have
received requests from two foreign governments to take such steps as were
necessary to protect the rights of their citizens, that comine in z=s a

corollary to the lionroe Doctrine, it being understood abroad that other

01221



—_—

2e

governments hesitate to send any forces into Latin-America because of our
position on the Monrde Doctrine and therefore they zlways give us notice
in the first place that they think there is some jeopardy of their interests
and bring it to our attention to see what we wish to do about ite That is
incidental. If our forces are there trying to keep order, or such order
as 1s necessary to protect our interests, why the interests of other people
are naturally protected by the same @ethod. We are doing what we can to
compose the situation and prevent any injury to cur interests before it
accrues. I think that our presence there resulted in the saving of a very
Substantial amount of bloodshed. We have bsen able to extend medical aid
to the wounded of both sides, I believe, which otherwise apparently they
would not have been able to secure.

Now, our whole diffieculty in lMexico is exceedingly simple, and
Stripped of all its ocutside discussions there is only one cuestion, and
that is the question of whether the property of our citizens there is going
to be confiscated, going fo be tauxen without being paid for. It is that
which we object to and that which we are trying to prevent.

I hope that we shall be able to get throuch at this session some
legislation on the Bowlder dam. I don't wish to have you make the mistake
that sometimes occurs -- as the session is going along some one asks me in

one of their questions that come in if I am in favor of certain legislation.

I say I ams Some one else that is in favor of other lecislation which
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I might also be in favor of just as much as they are concludes that 1 have
discarded their legislation and taken up some other. This is only one
piece of legislation. If you want, as I have said before, to find out what
things 1 am in favor of, always consult my lessage. I stated in my Message
that this is a short session, and while I gave a general survey of the
state of the Union I resalized that it would not be mossible to secure very
much in the way of affirmative legislation. I am not familiar enough with
the provosed amendments to the bill for the Bowlder Dam to give any opinion
on that. My desire here is for the general purposes of erecting the dam,
stopping the floods, providing southern Californiz with water and the
surrounding territory with irrigation, and using such power as they may
develop for the benefit of that general localitye

I should take the opinion of General Hines about having the
Veterans Bureau advance loans on the insurasnce certificstes of the World
War veterans. Hé tcld me that he had besn up to New Yorxk and secured the
cooperation of, I think, 14 banks in one day. Vhen this matter first came
up hundreds went into the banks and, of course, oftentimes they were not
xnown to the banks and it would be & question of identification. The
amount that can be secured now ranges I think from $80 to #130 or $140.
It would be very good business for banks that have the time to devote to it
But of course each of the items is amalls He told me he has secured fac-
ilities, and it is my understanding that the banks over the nation ars

rather priding themselves in thelr desire to accommodate veterans of the
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World War in relation to loans on certificates whenever it is necessary. Of
course, it is my hope that the veterans will not find it very necéssary to
mage loans of this kind, or especially to take any &action that would result
in their abandonment of their insurance certificates. I understood from
General Hines that he rather favored some arrangerents by which these
certificates could be F# turned intc the Vetersns Bureau and loans issued

through thst medium. My only desire here is to secure the best possible

methods for the accommodation of the veterans and shield them zgzinst the

imposition and the loss of the rights that accrue to them under the legis-
lation of the Congress.

Whatever settlement President Diaz of lexico wants to suogest or
the other parties in interest, I would say (llicaragua I mean) is very largely
a domestic question down there. What we are interested in is in having a
settlement that will restore the tranquillity of that country. I don't
know enough about any prorosals thaﬁ have been made to discuss their details
Or pass any Jjudgment on their adequacy.

There isn't anything that I could say about the action of the
Senate aprropriation committee in proposing to proceed at once with the
building of thrse eruisers that I have not already said. /bur country has
been undertaking, in so far as I have had direction of its relations in
this respect, to get away from the policy of competitive building of arma-

ments. That seems to me the main question of the situation here, especizlly
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as about the only suggestion th.t is made to me for our starting this year
to build three cruisers was that some other countries were building cruisers.
I was glad to support a policy, in so far as I could, of letting our country
lead of its own volition in abandoning the nolicy of competition in the build-
ing of naval armaments;ﬁ I sometimes see statements that some of the other
countries have not observed their treaties in this respect. Those state-
ments of course come from misconception. The treaties refer, so far as the
0-b~3 is concerned, to capital ships. I surrosed that any one would know
that the State Department and the President would not sit by without tzking
some action if sny country was violating the terms of their treaty, and of
course, so far as we kmow, no nation desires to or has thought of it.
There isn't any limitation on the number of cruisers that caﬁ be built.
The limitation is on the size, which is limited to 10,000 tons, and on the
caliber of the guns, which I think is 8 inches. Now, of course, there is
on the othsr side tﬁe financial consideration. We have been building two
airplane carriers that cost us about $90,000,000, about $45,000,000 a pieces
This budget that is now going through will probably provide enough money
for their completion. When that is out of the way there will be an oOp-
portunity to build some more c¢ruisers without any expansion of the entire
amount of the naval aprropristions. We are already building S cruisers -
2 of them are aslready being built and 3 of them are just starting. If we
could waiﬁ abont these other 3 cruisers until next year we could finance

the proposzl very much better.
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I have sent to the Congress the report of the Committee, if 1 may

so call it, consisting of the Secretaries of State, Commerce and Labor,
on that part of the immigration law known as the national origins clause.
That report constitutes 211 the information I have of an authoritative

nature. My duty is of course to try to find out what the law is and do
the best I can to carry it out. That would be the course that I should
pursue in relation to this or to any other function that rested on the
Presidential office, either by reason of the Constitution or by reason
of & statute of the Congress. I think there is pending some proposed

legislation which very likely would clear up any question and solve any

difficulty.
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Friday, January 21, 1927,

Report of the Newspaper Conferance.

I have not taken any final action on the Rivers and Harbors bill.
It goes to various Departments for their recommendations. So farlas they
have come in they have all been favorable. I mezn on the general proposition
of the bill. There are two or three things in it that are not in agree-
ment with the recommendations of the Board of Engineers.

Press: Hauld'ycu care tospecify which 1teﬁs those are?

President: [ think the Board of Engineers recommendéd 36,009,000
for the Missouri River instead of #12,000,000. Then it was necessary to make
some further study about some canals that are down in North Carolina.

Mr. 0'Connor of the Shipping Board and some other members came
up to speak to me about a bill thut is pending putting more money into the
loan fund. 1 think they now have $59,000,000. They want to put more money
into it, which they are prevented from doing on account of some technicality.
$99,000,000 is.now in the loan fund. There is some other money that they
thought manifestly belonged there, and on aczcount of some ruling of
Comptroller McCarl they. wvant to get some legislation to provide for that.

I told them I didn't xmow how sound that policy would be but would have the
matter investigated.

There isn't anything new that I would wish to say about the
practice of our State Department in consulting with the Treasury &nd Com=-

merce when loane 2re to be floated here for foreign purnoses. There are
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severzl angles that comre into that for the protection of the citizens of our
country. One of them is in relation to foreign monopolies. Another one of
course is the very broad question of whether at & particular time this
country is in sufficient funds so that it is warranted in sending & consider-
able sum abroad. That 1s why the State Depar . ment comsults with the Treasury,
wvhich has the advice of the Federal Bank Board.And there is the auestion of
commerce to be taken up with the Secretary of Commerce, whether so far as
he knows, also, the commercé of this country would not be likely to suffer
if 2 loan was made abroad. There are those questions that come in. Some-
times one of them is applicable and sometimes another. But generally speak-
ing the Government wants to interfere in transactions of that nature as
little as it can, feeling that the people of this country have the right
to make such disposition of their available resources as they wish. If they
want to go into business in this country with it, why that is their priv-
ilege, and if they think it would be more to their advantage to invest it

abroad, that again i8 a privilege we should not put any limits on unless

it is to the disadvantage of the country as a whole. Under our bank laws

and our federal reserve system we suvervise our dorestic finances, and by
this scmewhat voluntary method we place some supervision over transactions
of our citizens in the foreign field.

I doubt if it would be helpful for me to undertake to enter into

any discussion about arbitration.that might relate to our difficulties with

lipxicos I want to repeat again that we have only one question there and
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that is the question of whether American property is gocing to be confiscated.
From certain activities that I have seen, I doubt if the American peocple
yet fully realize that that is the guestion at issue. There are some smaller
collateral things, but when that question is decided there wont be any
further difficulty. All the action that the Government is now taking or
has been taking, all its negotiations that it entered into before recogniz-
ing the Obregon Govermment, were for the purpose of getting explicit agree-
ments and prevent the confiscation of American property. When I say American
I mean property owned by our nationals. Now, I don't say it in any criticism
of any one. I don't mean it in that way at all. But it is very difficult
for me to understand how any one in this country can see that there is more
than one side to that question. Under ou:r system of law, our Constitution
and our institutions, and our form of society, the right of perscns to own
their property and not have it tuken away from they by the Government unless
they are comnensated for it is c¢ne of cur inalienable rights. I think our
public mind would save itself of a great deal of confusion if it would come
to a clear comprchension of what this. question is. This Government is
on one side of this question and the Mexican Government is on the other
sides If the public understands that, I don't believe that they would wish
to make any criticism of us for contending for that principle and its

application in Mexico. It is a general principle of our intercourse with

other nations.
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Ur. John S. Lawrence, President of the New England Council, and
his wife &and daughter came in to lunch with us and make us a social call.
The only matter that was discussed to paftake of any other nature was a
reference to what he said was the effort that was going on to organize the
textile industries and the boot and shoe industry. THQ thinks one of the
difficulties in those two industries is a lack of organizationt finding
that those industries that are thoroughly organized are propperous and those
that are not organized are not prosperous.

1 think the press already has all the informastion that has come
to me relative to the situation in China. That country is undergoing a
revolution and is split up into different sections, each of them contending
against each other and each of them pretty much entirely denying the au-
thority of the central government, so that at the present time there are
50 many factions that it is difficult to know whether the central govern=-
ment is in possession of much of any authority. What we are trying to do
there, of course, is to afford such protection &s we can for the lives
and property of our citizens in accordance with our treaty rights and
faithfully execute the treaties that have been made between the Chinese
Government and ourselves. Because of the very grave danger of disorder
I understand that lire lacliurray has been ordered back to Peking, or has
remained there, I haven't had any revort from lir. Kellogg about that within

24 hours I should says 1 have t.lged with him about dispatches that came
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from Mr. Maclurray. I don't think he indicated in any of them that Maclurray
had started for home. But perhaps he had. ‘e arranged some time ago that
he might come home partly for the purnose of rest and recuperation snd
partly that we mighthave a chance to confer with him personally about all
the different angles of the situation.

The last 1 kmew about razilrosd consclidationt was some talk that

1 had with Chairman Parker and some talk that I had with Chairman Watson.
Nr. Parker was at thet time going to tuke up the matter in his committee
and Mr. Watson said that they were already holding hearings and expected to

be able to produce a bill.

I don't know enough about the details of any proposed reapportion-
ment legislation so thut a discussion of it would be of any very great value.
I suppose every one recognizes that it is desirable to have reapportionment.
The House, as I recall, passed a reapportionmment bill several years ago and
sent it to the Jenate, where for some reason or other it failed of passage.

I suprose the question is not between reaprortionment and no reapportionment.
It is 2 question of what kind of reaprortionmment, and that is the difficulty
that has prevented further action before this time. Some very good au-
thorities say that the House ought not to be enlarged. Others who apparently
are equally wéll informed, whose judgment you would suppose was Jjust as

good, say that it could be enlarged without serious detriment.

1 haven't seen the text of the resolution adopted by the Foreign
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Relations Committee relative to action in Mexico. It is possible that that
bill will afford to the people in this country and abroad a considerable

amount of inform:tion as to the position of the Senate and perhaps result

in elarifying the situation. 1 very much hope that that might be so.
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Tuesday, January 25, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Our policy in respect to our citizens and their property in China
is that which I have often outlined to the conference, of doing what we can
to protectthem. There are great difficultiés because of the vast extent of
territory and the fact that we have people who are located in many different
parts of China. All we can do about i1t is to do the best we can. The
American situation and that of Great Britain is quite different. They have
concessions in China and we have not, so that their policy perhaps might be
different from ours. Ve have at the present time some forces around
Shanghai. It 1s there that there is located the principal number of our
citizens in Chinas. I think there are some 4,000 in Shanghai and those we
shall attempt to do the best we can to protect from diserder and mob violence.
A memorsndum was hended to the Secretury of State not very long ago from
the British and the Secretory has been considering making scome statement
that would more clearly define the policy of the United States relative
to our treaty rights cnd so on in Chinae. I think he may have such a mem-
orandum ready within a day or two, s0 that you Will have an authoritative
and carefully prepared statement of the American position and policies.
That hasn't anything to do with protection of our citizens and their prop-
erty that is located there, but it has to do with the other matters which

are not in the memorandum that the British made.
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There are no new developments, so far as I know, in Nicaragua
or lMexico.

I haven't decided on any one to fill the vaceney in the Interstate
Commerce Commission. INow that Mr. Woods has been rejected I shall have to
canvass the situstion to see whe I can find that would be suitable to fill
thzt place. Y

And I would ssy the same about the People's Counsel of the New
Public Utilities Commission. I have withdrawn the name of Mr. Mallan
and shall canvass that situation again to see if I can find 2 suitable person.

As it is probable that lir. Kellogz, Secretary of State, will give
out a memorandum within a day or two relative to China there isn't any
occasion for my making further comment sbout it.

It wont be rossible for Mrs. Coolidge and me to attend the dinner
in honor of the 90th anniversary of the birth of Grover Cleveland on March
18th in New Yorke I suprose that is ex-President Cleveland. The name
given here is Clevelsnd. I should be pleased if I could have such an op-
portunity. As I was growing up President Cleveland was the first
President that I came to comprehend at all. Of course I could recall others.
In my still younger days we were taught in the District Schools the name
of the President of the United States, Governor of the State, and so on,
so that 1 recall some earlier Presidents. He was the first one that I

comprehended in relation to his office. The more experience I have had
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in publiec affairs, the more I have come to admire the strength and solidity

of his character and the efficiency of his administration.

I have already spoken of the Interstate Commerce Commission and

China.

I have a large number of inquiries this morning, but a great many

of them are repeaters.
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Priday, January 28, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I was not aware that there was any secrecy surrounding the ap-
pointment of men to public posts in the District of Columbia. Ily owvm pro-
cedure has been almost to approach a point of giving public hearings in
relatioﬁ to suggestions, perhaps not quite, but every one so far as I know
of that has wanted to come to me and talk with me about appointments in
the District of Columbia has come und such sugrestions as have been made
have been taken and considered. A careful canvass of the names that have
come in who are thought to be worthy to hold appointment, or who have ap-
peared to be persons that I could secure, has been made. The method hzs
been to make very careful inquiry among a great many people in the District
concerning qualifications of persons that were proposed and then the
selection has been made in accordance with the apparent merits that have
been disclosed as a result of those inquiries.

I haven't chosen any one yet for the Public Counsel for the
Utilities Commissions I would like & man of experience and outstanding
legal attainments. It is very much easier, of course, to stand here and
draw the specifications of a person that I should like to appoint than
it is to go out into the city and find such & person. There is the handi-
cap that has been out on by the legislation that makes it all the more
difficult té get a man of experience and ocutstanding ability because he

may within & certain specified time have owned some securities that
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disqualify hime. There is scme question as to whether if a person has
entered into a contract fot the use of & telephone he may not be disqualified.
I am not going to assume that that is so, but a literal interpretation of
the statute might give basis for an argument that that was a contract and
if any one has had a contract with any public utilities in the city, why he
is disaualified from serving., I don't knmow whether the rurchase of some
tickets on the street railways, which 1 suppose woudd be a pontract between
i the person purchasing them and the street railway to furanish him with trans-
l portation, would disqualify or not. It would on a close interpretation or
literal interpretation of the statute. I merely mention these ss showing
‘ the length to which the Congress has proceeded in tying up the situation
‘ in making a selection of any persons who undoubtedly wculd be willing to
serve, who have had experience and ability, and outside of this statute are
‘ recognized as persons of characters.
I should doubt very much if it would be at all practicable for
| the President of the United States to go into conference with the President
of lexico. Internationsl relations are not conducted by that method.
1 think every since some one attempted to conduct negotiations directly with
George Washington, which he refused to0 do and referred them to the Secretary
of State, 1t has been recosnized that the forsign relations of this country
are to be conducted through that avenues

1 have the report of the Tariff Commission on cotton hosiery.
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There are so many different angles to it and such a lack of agreement on
on it
the part of the members of the Commission/thut I haven't been able t0 come
to any conclusion on it.

I haven't decided on any one to take the position that is vacant
on the Interstate Commerce Commission.

No final decision has been made on filling the vacaney on the
lunicipal Court of the District. I have several names under consideration
and there again I shall proceed in the same way that I mentioned, take dif-
ferent names that are suggested and such names as may be suggested by my-
self, and make inquiries among people that are informed of the sugrestions
to determine those who are qualified to hold the position.

I haven't made any final decision about where 1 shall live when
I have to vacate the White House for the repair of the roof. I have sev-
eral houses in view. NO final decision has been made.

This country has about 4,000 of its citizens in Shangﬁai.without
doubt in obedience to the law. They are there lawfully and as long as that
is the condition I don't know of any reason why they should be asked %0
leave their property and their business. There is a great deal of com-
merce with China that centers in Shanghai. If all the foreigners should
leave there, the commerce that they.minister to would be Pgg prostrate
and the results would be very disastrous to the Chinese people that are

dependent on that commerce for their existence., Vhat we are attempting
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to do is to forestall the recurrence in Shanghail to our citizens there of
any such experience as took place, I think it was Hankow, you may have Seen
some pictures in the paper within three or four days showing the results
of the rioting that took place there. Now, I am perfectly aware that the
Chinese Government doesn't approve of anything of that kind and undoubtedly
would do what it could to prevent it, snd I am convinced is doing what it
can to prevent the recurrence of anyvthing of that nature in Shanghai. I
have every reason to suppose that they will be able to prevent the break-
ing out there of any riots, but our purpose in havine Marines and ships
near there is to take care Of our people the best we can. I haven't given any
consideration to the statement issued by the Chinese lMinister. The American
position was stated at considerable length, and I thought with as much g£
clearness as possible, by our Secretary of State within a2 day or two. That
may be taken as the authoritative position of the United States until some
obher authoritative position is stauteds There was a press report that some
of the Chinese interésts had given a statement to our Consul General, I think
at Shanghai. We have had no report of anything of that kind yet. I think
that statement azppeared in the press of vesterday morning. So we are not
advised as to whether the press report was correct. lir. Kellogg has indicated
that this couatry would be perfectly ready to enter into negotiations with
the government and people, the governments representing the different sections

of China, 1f th-t could be agreed upon, and that is the imerican position.

Of
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Tuesday, February 1, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I am not able to give the exact number of craft that the Navy has sent
to China. We have several around in the Shanghai regione I think a&s I indicated
at a previous conference, we have abcut 4,000 Americans there and we are doing
what we can to afford them protection. Of course if we have a number of vessels
there they would be serviceable in case the “‘mericans desired to leave, Or such
part of them as might wish to be taken out. .I don't anticipate that that is
going to be nmecessary, but it is slways & contingency in 2 disordered condition
of affairs like that which now exists in.China.

No arrangements have been made for dealing with the Chinese greups,
other than that which was indicated in the prepared statement thst Mr. Kellogg
gave out some time ago, indicating our entire willingness to proceed by that
method if such a method coculd be arranged.

There isn't anything that I could say about farm relief, other than
what 1 have sald in my several messages. I spent considerable time and space
on that in my last message to the Congress.

And nothing new that 1 could say about constructing additional oruisers
&t this time. .That is also dealt with in my budget message.

My budget messaée also made such recommendations for expenditures in
the air force as 1 thought were warranted at this time. Of course every one

unders tands, I suppose, that the President makes and submits a budget to the
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Congress because Congress by a duly enacted statute has created a law authorizing
and requiring that to be done, and in that the President makes such a distribution
of funds that are available as would seem best to give a balanced expenditure to
the several departments. DNone of the Departments, so far as I k20w, ever get all
that they ask for, but I think it is fair to say that all departrents are sub-
stantially satisfied - I have used the word satisfied rather than content - with
the recommendations that I finally make. As I said in my budeet speech last
saturday evening, if we should make & great many more recommendations than we do
gnd entirely exhaust the resources of the Government, we wouldn't be able to
provide for carrying on all the governmental projects that & great many pecpbde of
the country, a great many people in the Departments, would like to see carried on.
The element of time always comes in on these things. Ultimately I expect we shall
be able to pay off the national debt. We all know very well that it can't be
paid off in a year. Ultimately we are going to build an air force. We can't do
it in one year. Ultimately I am in favor of some additional building in the
Navy, We are building 5 eruisers now. We can't do all the bui.ding that I might
like in a year. Ultimately we are going to do & great deal in river and harbor
improvement. We can't do it in one year. Now, the budget is for the purpose
of establishing, so far as it can, a scientific expenditure of the resources
of the Government, so that they will be evenly balanced and,apply to each of
these various projects what we can reasonably apply during any one year. Of
course, uynder the Constitution the Congress has the authority to make appropria-

tions. The budget doesn't undertake, the budget law, to divest the Congress of
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that power. Again, as I said in my speech, the Congress has not in any one
year gone so far in expenditures as has been recomrended by the budget. That is,
in each year the Congress has made & smaller appropriation in the aggregate than
the budget has recommended. Of ccurse that isn't intendsd at all as criticism,
it is intended rather toc be a statement of fact. If I were to pass any criticism
on it, I would say that I thought it indicated a great deal of care and thought
on the part of the Committees of the Congress and of the Congress itself in the
sppropriation of the people's monmey. That is scmewhat of an elaboration of
the relation of the budget law to the sppropriations in general. I make such
recomrendations as seem to me correct. It would be very wonderful if with the
new light that might arise from the hearings they ygul didn't find some items
that can be incresased and some that can be decreased. That is why the budget
goes to the Congress. If there wasn't any need of any further action, if it
could be done under the Constitution, I think some arrangement could be made
by which the Congress wouldn't have to pass on it. But it goes to the Congress
in order that they may maeke the apprcpriations which th§y are authorized to do
under the Constitution.

I haven't received any information from the Department in felation to
the reported message from Admiral Williams that 104 Americans are missing in
Ching. That naturally is cause for inguiry and solicitude. I don't thinz it
warrants &£reat alarm, on account of the disordered condition. That probably

means that a person that was supposed to be at (A) is now not found there. and
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there is every reason to surbose that that person has moved to some other locality
vhere it is thought it would be more safe and convenient.

There isn't anything that I can say about coal lesislation, other than
what I have said in my message. The situation there seems to be that when there
isn't any dispute in the coal industry it is very difficult to get any action
of the Congress, and vhen there is a dispute then the =action of the Congress is
not lizely to be helpful. Of course, it is very difficult to pass legislation
concerning an industry when there is a strike on in that industry.

I don't recall that I have ever made any reccmmendation about the pas-
sage by Congress of any law that would undertake to regulate legislative agents.
e have a law of that kind in Massachusetts. It works very well for the liassa=-
chusetts legislature. I am not sufficiently inf'ormed about the practice here in
Congressional activities of thut kind to know whether a law of thet nature would
be helpful or not. I can see quite a gocd many difficulties in its administra-
tion of a nationwide forum that wouldn't attach to & law of that kind for &
single state. It is quite obviously a question for the Congress to settle itself
and make such rules and regulations as it wants to have itself, rather than to
have suggestions of that kind emanate from the Executive.

It is quite obvious thzt while I am very glad to give any information
that I have at any time touching the relation between cur country and other
countries, that the sericus matter of the conduct of relations of that kind has

to g0 forward through the regular diplomatic channels and that I couldn't under-

takeé through the press to do anything that might look like the conduct of our
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nstional affairs through that mediume I wouldn't think that another country would
feel thaet that is quite the thing to do. If we had something about which we

wished to confer, or about which we wished to negotiate, why the thing to do would
be to communicate that fact to that country. HNow, I don't mean that it isn't
perfectly proper to state to the press the general policy. That I do constantly.
That was the nature of the message that I sent to the Ccngress, the nature of

the statement that CJecretary Kellogg made the other daye But when it comes down
to specific questions and negotiation, why those of course are moreprofitably
taken up directly with the countries concerned, if we wish to accompdish any
practical results, than to undertake to do something through the indirect agency

of the public press.
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Friday, February 4, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I doubt if I have any information that the members of this con-
ference are not zlready possessed of relstive to the Harrison tax resolu-
tion in the Senate. I saw that he had made some motion in relation to tax-
ation. 1 never had & chance to see what the resolution was, nor do I know
anything about the Norris amendment favoring the application of surplus to
debt retirement.

Press: lir. President, for your information this afternoon the
Senate adopted an smendment declaring th:t they favored applying the sur-
plus to the nationzl debt.

President: 1 see,

1 don't know how much has been applied of our revenues during this
fiscal year to the retirement of the debt. Those figures could undoubtedly
besecured from the Treasury Department. I don't think any figures have
come to my desk showing what that amount ise.

The breskfast that the Texas people had with me and some of the
Senators Wednesday morning wss s socislaffair. Some of you may remember
that when I was at Omaha in the Fall of 1925 there was a Texan there that
presented me with a very fine Texas hat on the stage. The gentleman that
performed that ceremony was up here with some of his friends and I took
occasion to reciprocate by asking him to come in and have breakfast with

me. That presentation was made I think Jjust as I had made my speech at Omaha.
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I have been invited to speax to the Naticnal Christian Endeavor
Association in Cleveland. I have forgotten just when. It is sometime during
the coming Spring or Sumrer. I haven't been able to give them very much en-
couragement about ite I told them I would take it under consideration.

I haven't yet made a final decision about where we srkall go to
live, but I think our most probable choice is the house which I believe is
kmown as the Patterson house. It is on Dupont Circles It is the property
of a daughter of Urs. Patterson, Mrse. Alma Schlesinger. She lives almost
entirely in New York now and has this house here. It is very favorably
located snd it has one of the conditions that are almost necessary, it is
totally detached. 1t hasn't any other houses backing up onto it. It stands
by itself with open space all about it. I have looked at that house and
several others and the interior of the house, its arrangement and so on, is
such as would be very comfortable for us I am sures

Press: How many rooms has that house?

President: I really haven't any idea. Of course the White House
ldoks to be very large, but it hasn't so very many rooms in it. In relation
to its size, I shovuld almost puess that this house has about as many rooms
as the White House. OFf course they are very much smaller. Then the hallways
take up so much space. Some of the rooms are not large. I should judge there
were 15 or 18 rooms in the patterson house. That is just a very rough guess.

Have you made any decision as to the exact time of your leaving

the White House?
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Precident: I think we shall go vervy soon after the social season
is over and it will depend upon the time that the contractors begin worke
“hether they would want to begin before the 4th of March or not, I don't know.
Whesker-they-woura-went-$e-begin e need to stay in the White House until
we are finished with the social season and the receptions and dinners are out
of the way.

I think I referred in my message to the possibility of a grouping
together of our insular possessions and the Territory of Alaska into one
central government and probably taking the insular nossessions out of the
War Department. It is partly by accident, I think, that the Wer Department
has charge of these possessions, because those czme into our Jjurisdiction as
a result of the action of the Army and the Navy, and because the Army was
there in possession during the first part of our occupancy it was quite
natural that they begzn to be administered from the VWer Department snd ss the
administration was so well carried on it seemed to be the natural thing to
leave it there. Now, I don't anticipate that some other Department could do
the work better than the War Department. Their administration of cur
insular affairs has been excecdingly satisfactory, but the people that live in
the Philippines and the people living in Porto Rico get the idea that because
the administration is through the War Depasrtment that in some way or another
it has a2 military aspect. That is not the case, but it gives that impression.

I have thought, as 1 stated in my message, that it might be worth while to
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make a change for the »urpose of removing that impression and then get our
outlying possessions all into one managgement.

I haven't come to any final decision about the Interstate Commerce
Commissioner. I have had quite a number of recommendations.

There isn't anything that I can add to what I have already said
about the situation in Nicaragua. I do not have in mind Just what Secretary
Kellogg may have said in relation to our good offices there. BRut whatever
has been indicated in relation to thit was transmitted to Admiral Latimer
and the Chiefs of the parties that are on the ground, Admirsl Latimer is in
contact with them. If they wish to make any move in the direction that was
indicated by the Secretary of State, I shou d judge that the obvious method
t0 accomplish it would be for the interested parties to communicate their
desires there on the ground to Admiral Latimer. I am not making any suggestion
at =11 about ite I don't want to be represented &s in the attitude of
Offering any advice about it whatever, but it seems to me that is the obvious
thing. If any question arises of how they are going to take advantage of the
Suggestion of the Secretary of State, I should think thes reply would be

that the way to take advantage of it is to go to Admiral Latimer and accept

such offices as he is able to perform.
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Tuesday, February 8, 1827,

Report of the newspaper conference.

The best I-chn do to help any one that wants to kmow my attitude
about public affairs is to refer them again to that book that was published
by lir. Slemp. I suppose thst you have all followed the suggestion I made
that ycur offices should provide you with a copy of it.

Press: We don't know what question that is that you are answer-
ing just now.

President: Well, that is a general question.

I don't know Jjust when I shzll take up the matter of making any
decision relative to the tariff on pig iron. 4 report has come over,

I think, from the Tariff Board and then I have that referred to the Depart-
ment of Commerce and the Department of the Treasury to see what effect it
would likely have on commerce and what effect it would have on our revenue.
Then 1 decide what action I wish to takes

I haven't seen uny detailed report of the speeches thz=t Colonel
Thompson is making. 1 assume if he is speaking in relation to the Fhilippine
Islands that he is telling what he saw there and the conclusions that he
drew, probably the same as were contained in his reyort he made to me znd
which I submitted to the Congress. His views are in very close accordance
with mine. Ve differ about some things. My views on the Philippine sit-
uation were set cut in my message und especially in that letter I sent
to one of the officers of the Philippine Islands, I have forsotten whether
it was directed to lir. Quezon Or Speaker HOXas.

Press: Roxas.

President: Then 1 think my message to the Congress last December
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corresponded very closely to the recommendations that Colonel Thompson made
in his report to me. 1 had expected to be able to confer with General Vood
before I took final action on the resolution passed by the Philippine legis-
lature relative to taking a plebicite on independence, but the General has
recently had another operation, so I am not sure that he can reach this
country in time for such a conference. Of course, I have reports from him
end statements of his views. I shall put off action, however, to see if
I can confer with him and If I can't why then I shall go ahead and make
my decision without such a conference.

I saw some press reference to the resolution sugrested by Sensator
Shipstead for a conference to consider the question of a Confederacy of the
Central American countries. That, of ccurse, is an interesting suggestion.
They have by that treaty that was negotiated in Washington, especially
relative to domestic disorders, something of that nature aiready. This
Occurs to me though, in relation to this question, that such a movement
might more properly come from the interested countries than from the oute=
side intervention of cur own country. Of course, it goes without saying
that the people who are responsible for the foreign relations of our
country, who have to earry them on =nd keep on friendly terms with other
peoples, wouldn't think of putting = thing of this Xkind out into the nublic
press or taking any action in relation to it without first making incuiries

of the countries concerned vhether anvthing of this nature would be agree-
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able to them, vhether they would want to consider it. 1 spoke the other
day w«bout the difficulty of condueting foreign relations through the news-
paper and this is an example of it. It would be very inappropriate for my-
self, for instunce, or the Cecretary of State, to put out & suggestion of
this nature without first approaching the countries concernsd to inguire
whether they would be willing to consider anything of this kind, and if they
szid they would, why, then we would take it up with them further. If they
dxd said not, than the mat er of course would be dropped. XNow, there is a
little difference betveen thut which is not immediaztely affecting our
interests snd & statemont of policy such as we make concerning matters where
our interests are involved, dike we did in relation to the Chinese situztion
the other day, sending & proposul to different elements over there making
such suggestions to them and then,in order th:ot the publicear might know
vhat we were trying to do, giving publicity to the proposal that had been
mede. But for = new depurture of this kind, vherelour interests aren't
pertieularly involved, of course the only method to proceed would be by
first making a diplomatic approach.

I have never made enough study of the question of how the sky-line
and height of buildings around Lafayetie Sqﬁare ought to be treated, so that
I could express any mature opinion in relation to it. Of course the build-
ine that is aero.: the Sguare, which was put up by the Government, put up

in time of war to be sure, but sti1l rut up b'}}' the ’}cvern-'nent, which is now
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occupied by the Veterans Buresau, is a comparatively high building. 1 think
it ic & little unfortunate thst so high a building has been erected on that
location. I don't know vhat is proposed to be the heighth of the building
that is to be erected on the other cornmer vhere the John Hay house was located,
ana I am not enough of an expert to Know whet&‘:er that would injure the artistie
an

appearance of the locality about the Square mar the looks of the Vhite House.
It is suggested here that the National Institute of Arechiteets think that it
wonld. Th&t is & body of men well troined in matters of that kind. Their
Judgment would be worthy of & good deal of consideration and will undoubtedly
be given all the consideration that it is entitled to.

While no finsl decision has been made :nd of course isn't made
until the nominations go to the Senate, it is expected that Hugh Gibson, who
is now our Minister to Switzerland, will be transferred as Ambas:cador to

Belgium-
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Friday, February 11, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't seen the suggestions said to have been made by Representa-
tive Fish of New York relative to the acquisition by this couantry of British
and French possessions in the Caribbean, so there isn't any comment I can make
about it.

It is too early to have received any resvonse from the governments
interested in the note that was presented vesterday relative to a further
limitation of naval crafte It will probably be some time before any formal
reply is made. It isa't quite correct to call this a new naval conference.
There
fxxis a conference on general guestions of disarmament already in existence
in which we are taking rart and this was our formal suggestion as to what might
be done by five Washington treaty powers relative to extending the limitation
adopted at that conference to the naval craft, to which it does not now apply.
The difriculty has developed at this preliminarv conference #s to which
branch of armaments should first be taken up, whether it should be air or
land or sea, so that it was suggested in my note and message that it seemed
best to tuke up the navzl branch first. We have a formula for that, and
when that is disposed of very likely it will be easier to take up the other
departments of armament. If naval armamenu hasn't any relation to land
and air armament and we cau get & standard adopted for naval armament, why
then they can muke & gtandard for the other departments that corresponds.

there lsn't any standard vhatever in relstion to land or alr. Of course
: ’
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1 don't know whether the proposal will be acceptable to the other powers,
other than that because there is a standard alreadv in existence and it
would seem to be & reasonable proposal I had every expectation that it
would gain a favorable acceptance.

I haven't made any choice yet of & new Interstate Commerce Com-
missioner.

I am advised that no marines, American m=srines, have been landed
at Shanghai. I think that sppeared in some of the headlines. I was told
at the Cabinet mecting that a careful reading of the dispatch didn't bear
out the headline. "hat happened is that some of our marines have arrived
at Shanghal and have been partly or entirely taken off the traunsport which
carried them there and distributed smonz some of the vessles that were
already there. In that sense they have landed =t Shanghai, but they haven't
gone ashore.

There haven't been any developments that indicate sny present
necessity of landing marines. They are there, of course, a&s I have ssid a
great many times, to protect American life and property in case these are
in jeopardy snd undoubtedly the greatest danger from that is not from any
organized military forces, but the danger of mob violence bresking out in
Case the town 1s taken and the present government authorities are super-
seded by some other. The peculiar danger would come during that transition
period and when the old authority breaks down and the new asuthority is not

yet establisheds In order that we may be able to meet a contingency of that
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kind we have sent our marines there and scme of our naval forces entirely
in accnrdance with a well established practice that marines and sailors
land in foreign prorts from time to time when American interests there are in
Jeopardy to furnish them such protection as is necessa}y.

Press: Have there been any replics to our note to China?

President: No, I don't know of any formal reply cgming. The only
thing we have is, I think, some reports from Mr. MacMurray stating that he

had presented the notes to the various interests in China.
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Tuesday, February 15, 1927,

HReport cof the Newspaper Conference.

I have here & gquestion as to whether the Canadian and Austrzliesn
navies are part of the British navy. That is more or less a guestion in-
volving a technical ccnstruction of the unwritten Hritisg constitution, the
relationship of the Dominions to the British Empire. In so far as it is a
question of considering what ought to be done in relation to naval disarms-
ment, it is a technical naval question. I should assume that any ships that
fly the British flag were British vessels. Just what action would be taken
in relation to their consideration in determining the quota, as I say, would
be a technical question for the Navy to consider. I should think it would
all revolve around the fact of my understanding of it, that a ship that flie s
the British flag is a British ship, the same =:s one that flies the flag of
the United Stztes is a United States ship.

I haven't made enough of a study of what effect & O-day week would
have on the welfare of the people of the United States, so thot I could give
an opinion on it that would be worth anything. It will be interesting to
see how 1t works out in Mr. Ford's factories and the results secured there
may throw a good deal of 1icght on what might be vossible in other industries,
though of course it 1s recogmized, I think, that he hes an industry that is
very peculiarly cirecumstanced and which doesn't afrord & standard of judgment

for much of any other of gur industrial activities.

I think the State Department has not yet received any replies to
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the sugcestion made for further consideration of naval disarmament by the
five rowers signatory to the Washington treaties, and until those replies
come in offiecislly I can't anticinate by undertaking to mske any comment on
vhat they may possibly be or the mossible results that would accrue from them
vhen theyv are received. I suprose the press has it in mind that this is not
a new or separate confer;uce that is proposed. It is simply a suggestion
that when these five powers return to the Geneva conference, which is going
on, that they be empowered to negotiate treaties or a treaty among themselves
on the general theory or the general standard of the 5-5-3 basis. It is

not exclusive of what the League is trying to do, merely supplementing the

action that is to be taken. 1 think it must be perfectly evident, I do

not think that is too strong a term, that it is improssible to secure agree-
ment among a lot of small countries,some of which have no navy at all and

others of which have almost none,in matters that affect the five powers that

signed the Vashington treaties. It is for that reason that 1 have made

a suggestion that we segregate that nuestion, consider it =& & sevarate

question, which I thinX is the only practical method of approach. All I have

sugegested is that we have =

f

conference about it and uyndertake to determine

whether we ¢an not reach some further practical conelusion in relation to 1it.

I have made that provosal because I can see no other method of securing any

result.

I am informed that Admiral Latimer is to have a conference today
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with Dr. Sacassa for the purpose of considering plans to prevent further
strife and bloodshed in Nicaraguae I am very hopeful that something in the
way of & settlement may come out of that conference, and until I know what
the results of it are there isn't any other matter in relation to Nicaragua
that I think it would be helpful to discuss.

It is very difficult to find out what ecnditions are in China. It
is a vast territory having a vast people. We have Americans scattered all
over it. I don't know of znything that has occurred lLately that would
indicate that American lives and property are in any greater Jjeopardy than
| would naturally be supnosed from the warfare that has been going on there
now for several years. What we are trying to do in relation to that sit-
uation is to be there and be ready to take care of our people as best we
can in case necaessity arises. It is a country that is far away, which we
can not reach in a short time, so that on account of the situation which
has developed we are keeping forces in the locality that will be able to
land and protect cur people and their prorerty from outbreaks of mob violence-f

I have several questions here as to what may be done about naval
disarmament in case France or some other country doesn't desire to p&rﬁic-
ivates The only thing 1 can say about that is what I have already said,
that I don't care to anticipate that sub ject or that situation. I will see
vhat replies are made by the different countries snd then see what hopes

we have from those replies of getting further limitationms.

There isn't any present need for the use of marines in China.
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1 have not yet resched =ny final decision about & member of the

Interstate Commerce Commission.
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Friday, February 18, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I don't kmow of any inquiry that has been made by the French
Government relative to the French debt. It states here that there are re=-
ports from Paris that the French Government is making inquiries. I have
heard nothing of that <inde I do not think it is true.

I have talked with some members of the Cabinet about the MeNary-
Haugen bill. It hasn't reached me yet. When it does, I shall consider it
the same as I do any other bill.

We have sent additional marines to Nicaragua because of apparent
reliable reports that have reached us that shipments of arms are going into
that country to be used in the desultory warfare that is going on there,
vhich would seem to indicate a greater degree of jeopardy for our peonle
who live there and their property.

Press: Could you say whether those arms are going by land or sea?

President: I am not certain sbout thats. I think they went both
wayss It is difficult to get any information that you can rely on ab-
solutely, but in cases of peril of thet kind the best rule is to gssume that
anything thot looks like a fairly reliable revort should be acted upon &and
preparations made to me-t the worst effect that could ac~rue from it.

I haven't had a chance to make any versonal study of the reply of
France. USecretary Kelloge made some statement that the reply was received,

vhich 1 thought was approprigstes I want to wait until all the replies are
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received before making any formal staterment in relation to them. ‘Yhen they
are received I may make some formal statement.

We expect to go up to the house on Dupont Circle arproximately
the first of the month. It might be two or three days after thate I think
the house is being put in preparation for us. Probably some telephones will
have to be installed and some things of that kind, perhaps some electric
bells around the house for the rurposs of c¢alling necple that are at the
front door and so on.

I am not informed whether Senator Phipps or any other members of
the Colorado delegation are going to be present this afternoon when I press
the button opening the Koffatt Tunnel. I should be very glad to have any
of them come in thst wish to come, any Senators or Representatives.

I have no information about any suggestion that bankers or others
who are acting as interlocking directors of corporations engaged in the same
industry &re being advised by the Federzl Government authorities to retire
from all but one of their directorztes. I think there is & law in relation
to national banks that provides that a director of one bank shall not be a
director of another without the express consent of the banking authorities
here in Washington. 1 am not certain vhether it is the Federal Reserve
Board or whether it is the Comptrcller of the Currency. But whatever the
Federal Reserve Board might do in thst respcet would not be likely to come

before meé« 1 have taken occasion once or twice to commend something that

they have done. Some people have micunderstood that as thinking I was
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interfering with the work of the Federzl Reserve Board, which wasn't the case.
I do not confer with them about their actions. They have a very peculiar
relation to the business in which they are engaged, sitting in relation to
it almost in the same relation that the Supreme Court sit in relation to
the transaction of their business. While I might think it is perfectly
proper to cormment on the result and effects of a decision of the Supreme
Court, I should hardly expect they would consult me about a decision they
might make, and it is the same with the Federal Reserve Board. Now, the
only other body here that I can think of thet might have Or express any
opinion about interlocking directorates would be the Federal Reserve Board.
I never heard of thelr taking any action in relation to it. It might be
that scme case would be reported to the Department of Justice where they
thought that relations were such that interlocking directors would be in
a position where it would raise a strong presumption of restraint of trade
contrary to the provisions of the Sherman act. In that case they might take

some action. I haven't heard anything of that kind. I know of no such

intimetion being made by any parties.

01262



Wewspaper Conference, Friday afternoon, February 25, 1927.

THE FRESIDENT: I expect to get the Board of Radio Commissioners ready
to send up for confirmaetion at this session. As slweys happens
when there are limitations put on the appointing power, it takes
some longer to select o person. This cormission is to be divided
up &8 to location. I do not know whether the theory is whether
the radio works differently in one section than it does in another,
or just what lsy in the minds of the Congress. They provided for
one each from five districts - not more than three of which should
belong to any one political party. There is some difficulty even
now in the country whether one belongs to & political party or not.
I have had filed, I think, about nine hundred applications for this
place. I want to get some one that has some genersl knowledge of
the radio or broedecasting business - somethine of an expert in re-
lation to it. I would like to have some one too - if I can find
them - that knows somethinz sbout public service regulation. And
then, of course, business experience and legal ability are elweys
helpful on & commission of this nature.

I do not think there is snythins that has come to my atten-
tion that has not alresdy been published or amplified in relation
to the proposal of the British to send a cruiser or something of
that kind to Nicarsgua. They have suffered some demage down there.
I think the Italians have also filed some claim for the damages

they hsve suffered. There was gquite & considerable amount of
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damege in one of the cities as a result of the disorder that is
somewhat prevalent in Nicaragua. One of the towms there suffered
gquite severely from fire. I do not think any foreigners have
been killed, but I do not know what personal injuries msy heve
come to them. I think the losses have been almost entirely in
the nature of property losses. The British have the same inter-
est in protecting their nationals that we have in protecting ours.
They have considerable investments there. They have spoken to

us twice, I think, about the situation in Nicaragua and suggested
that we do what we eould to proteet their nationsls - the property
of their nationals. Of course that went along with the protec-
tion of our own people down thers. It has been usual for this
government to interpose if & foreign government has taken any ae-
tion which looked to be in the nature of oceupying territory in
any of the Latin-American countries. I think it has been gen-
erally recognized that they are undertaking to protect their citi-
zens and the property of their citizens located in those countries.
Of course that isn't anything to which this country would object.
That is, I think & line has been drawn between landing +o occupy
territory, for instance, until such time as debts and obligations
might be met and sending some force that might act in the nature
of a police euthority. As I recall it, President Roosevelt made
very strong objection to Germany seizing anl holding territory in
Venezuela until Venezuele had settled certain claims that the

Germans had. It has not usually been necessary for Buropean
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governments to send forces over here. I do not understand that
the British are expecting to land any forces in Nicaragua. They
are sending over & vessel that could be used to teke away their
nationals in cszse they wish to come away. No other method is
provided for their transportation.

QUERY: Could you say whether any American property has been dameged in
Nicaragua?

THE PRESIDENT: Yes, some has but I do not know the extent of it. Ve

are trying to prevent that by taking the step of trying to save

a stiteh in time.
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Tuesday, Rekrxmzry larch 1, 1927.

Report of the lewspaper Conference.

Of course, 1 don't know what the action of the Senate may be
on the nominations which I have made for membership on the District PFublic
Utility Commission. The priacip}e of the bill I thought was a good prin-
ciple, but the administrative features are difficult, and it is no wonder
that the Senate finds that it is difficult for them to function under it.
I don't know what action I shall tzke in case the Senate fails to act on
these appointments. 1 suppose it would be my duty to do the best I could
to carry out the provisions of the law. Those nominations have been up
there now for months. I have no doubt that the Senate will take action On
them.

I haven't been able to confer with the State Department since all
the replies to my suggestion for instructions to the delegates that are to
assemble at Geneva from the powers that siemed the Washington treaty,
giving them authority to negotiate for further arms limitation, were re-
geived, s0 that I am not in a position to state any more definitely than
what has already been stated in the pub.ic press what the implications
may be from the replies and what the oprortunity of hope may be for secur-
ing action under them. But so far as 1 can see, there is an oprortunity
remaining open for negotiation and I think for some favorable action upon

further limitation. I would like to emphasize the point that this is for
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limitation and not for reduction.

I haven't any information about the attitude of the British
Government relstive to the construction of the Washington treaty on the pro-
posal to elevate our guns, Other than whst has already been made publice
Some inquiries have been made to see just what the details of their attitude
may be.

I haven't had any report from the Department of Justice on the
appointment of an additional Federal Judge in laryland, so far as I recall.
If an additional judeoe has been authorized for that State there will be, or it
is being taxen up, by the Department of Justice to see what recommendation shall
be made to cover the authorization. &

There isn't anything new in the situation in China. I have been
over that so many times I am sure the conference is quite familiar with all
the information that I have and the position of this Government. It is
simply to be prepared to protect the rights and property of our citizens
there in case of any kind of én outbreak against them,

To recur for a moment to the matter of limitation of arms.

I don't know whether it would be feasible to secure any agreement with Japan
and Great Britaine. It might be that some progress could be made by a three-
power agreemente But I shou.d think that would be doubtful. The position
of Great Britain, as I recall it, at the Washington conference was that un-

less some arrangement could be made with PFrance for limitation on sub-
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marines and so on, that of course they couldn't mske any limitation on those
vessels that are used as a defense against submarine sttacks.

I am not sure that any final proposal has been made by France
relative to making any payments on the debts that they owe us. Of course,
they are making payments on the interest of the debt of about $400,000,000
which was contracted by France for the purchase of some war supplies that we
haa there, and there has becn some suggestion that payments might be made
on the other debts. Whether that will be doune or not, I don't gknows I think
our attitude will probably be of course to receive any payment that might
wish to be made on account.

I haven't any information other than what is already public in
general relative to thé resction ‘n the country in relation to the veto of
the licNary Haugen bill. There

There are some indications of negzotiations going on between the
revolutionists and the Govermment in Nicaragua that appear to be hopeful
of some agreement being reached which will settle the difficulties in that
country, restore peace and good order. There hasn't been sny armed confliect
there for some little time, since the Government recaptured & town there
that had been captured by the revoluticnary forces. At that time there wers
several hundred casualties. Since then there hasn't been any armed confliect
that has resulted in loss of life or any serious casualties, and as the country

appears to be settling down I think there is hope that that condition may be

made permanente.
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Friday, March 4, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I doubt if there is much of snything in the report of the Tariff

Commission on the shingle industry that is of public interest. I think

relation to it. There isn't anything on which the Executive ean aet. I
think shingles are cn the free list, sc that there is no oprortuaity to
make any change in the rate of duty, the change that can be made under the
law being limited to 50/ up or down of the present rate. Now. here there
is no change that can be made.

I do not see any occasion for & special session of the Congress.
They have had such oprortunity as micht be required to pass lesislation
which might be necessary. While some inconvenience will arise on zccount of
the failure of the deficdiency appropriztion, I imagine that some methods
can be worked out by which the Government can continue to function, not-
withstanding the failure of that appropriation bill. The serious part
of it, of ccurse, is thatwhich relates to pensions and the Veterans Burezu.
I think it is doubtful if there will be money with which to meet the pension
payﬁents due on the 4tk of May and the 4th of June. ] don't know Jjust
what the deficiencies are in relation to the pension bureau. 1 supvose
the major one is the $25,000,000 for loans to the veterans, $25,000,000 loans

on the bonus certificates. While it would be a convenience to have that

done through the Government in many instunces, I think that now that the
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first pressure is off that there is fairly good opportunity to have such
accommodations as may be necessary extended through the regular banking
facilities.

I haven't had a chance tc consider the matter of a recess ap-
pointment for Charles We Cushing, U.S.lMarshal in southern Illinois. If
I make any recess appointments to the radio commission I should rether
expect to appoint those two men that I have already designsted, which have

not been acted upon by the Senate.

There is no foundation for any rumor th-t Secretary Kelldge may
had

resign. He has/an especially heavy load to carry, as you newspaper men
realize, for the past two years, ever since he has been in office. Perhaps
there have been more questions before the State Densrtment in that time
than in‘any other corresponding time. His conduet of the office has been
eminently satisfuctory. He has gone away for ten dsys or two weeks to
have a vacation which I have been urging him to taxe for s year. 1 expect
he will return shortly to resume his usual duties,

The mzin question between this country and Mexico is exactly
what 1 have stated to the conference several times, and that is the question
of confiscation of property of American citizens, fhere are incidental
and collateral questions, but they all grow out ,f that, and if that were
adjusted the other incidental questions would qujte naturally adjust them-

selves.

1 don’t think there is anything that
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been said abcut the session of Coneress that has Just been completed. It

has done a good deal of very good worik. There have been only two or three
bills with which I have not been able to agree. I supvnose those which I have
signed would probzbly be between 1500 and 2000. In the present session the
principal bills were the banking bill, radio bill; the session before that
the railroad bill; public buildings bill, the bill reorganizing to a certain
extend the representation of the Commerce Department abroad, a bill of very
great importances I doubt i sufficient attention has been given to 1it.

I have seen very little reference to it in the press. I signed it a day or
two ago. Then & good many other bills which are of some importance, but

I think those are the main things. Congress kept very well within the recom-
mendations of the budget. Of course if we consider the recommendations that
are in the deficiency bill that just f:iled of passage the smounts that

the budget has recommended would be guite a good deal above what has been
appropriated, but I suprose in considerine that there really was no action,
Congress didn't affirmatively reject, they simply failed to act on the recom-
mendations that were contained in the deficiency bill. But outside of that
the Congress which begen two years ago and ended today I think has kept

very well within the recommendations that have been made by the budget.

Vhen I say budget, of course those recommendations are the recommendations

of the President. S0 that on the financial side the record is very good.

At the last session the Congress added §67,000,000 or $68,000,000 annual
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expenses for the relief of veterans and their dependents of the Civil War,
Spanish War and the World War. The bill at thzt time carried an increase

in the pensions of widows of the Civil War from $30.00 to $50.00, those

who .had been the wives of soldiers during the Civil War.
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Tuesday, March 8, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

While I think it 1s true that no funds have been specifically pro-
vided for the salaries for the additional judges, I am told by the Attorney
General that that probably can be adjusted some waye I haven't been into
details with him, so I don't xnow just how it would be done.

I haven't given any consideration tc the arpointment of a United
States District Attorney 7or the scuthern district of ew York to succeed
Mr. Buckner- In fact, I didn't mow he hed resignede I doubt if he has
resigned. 1 have some communications here on my desk that I haven't been
over this morning. 1 don't imow of any resignation that has come from him,
though I saw that he stated in the course of some trial in New York that
he had in contemplation the matter of his recsignation. That is the only

information I have about ite.
o

I do not think Mr. Kellon has selected & Commissioner to head the
new Frohibition Bureau. The authority to make the appointment has been

lodged in the Secretary of the Treasury. It is not lodged in me. S0 that

he will ms=ke it.

I have talked with the Attorney General some about the matter of

making further judicidl appointments. I think there are 7 Judges ppovided

for that have not been appointed. There was one appo inted in Pennsyl vanisa.
The Attorney General told me there were 7 more which, on account of lack of

time, he was not able to make recommendations upones I don't know Just when
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those appointments will be made. Unless there is urgency about them, I prefer
to make appointments that will be confirmed by the Senate before the judges
begin to site. That isn't alwuys possible. Where it is possible, I should
want to pursue that course. Where there is scme urgency about it, why the
appointments will be made.

I think it will be possible to work out the control and regulation
of the radio broadecasting by the ordinary means provided by law. There are
funds appropriated for radio regulation which probably can be applied for
that purpose.

We have made some informal inguiries of the British and Japanese
authorities relative to what might be accomplished at a S-power arms limita-
tion conference. That will be carefully canvassed and if it arpears that
it is possible to hold a conference of that kind with prospect of some
practic:l results, that is what we want to do. Perhaps the press put a
little too much emphasis the other day on what I said in relation to it,
that it didn't seem practical. Vhat I intended to indicate was that it
didn't seem as practical to secure results from a 3-power conference as it
would from a B-power conference, but of course that question will be care-
fully investigated to see what it is possible to do, and if it appears at
all feasible we shall go ahead and try to hold such a conference. The
responses s0 far as they have been made, they are tentative, lead us to think

that some action in that direction would be promisings

It isn't intended to incur any deficiency for the carrying on
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of the business of the Government, other than those that are authorized by
law. There are some provisions of the law th:t authorize deficiencies in
certain derartments and for certain purposes. - Some of those may have to be
taken advantage of, but I think very fewe There is a provision, for instance,
that the food for the Army may be survlied even though it incurs a de-
ficiency. 1 think there is a vrovision that a deficiency msy be incurred
for surplying fuel to the Navy. I do not think it is going to be necessary
to use either of those things. I simvly refer to them as examples of general
law which provide for the incurring of a deficiency in the case of necessity.
General Lord is working with his department to see what rearrangements will
have to be made. The matter is being canvassed, of course, with the
Comptroller General and with the various Departments. I think that with
very little inconvenience we can carry on the necessary businesc of the
Government for the remainder of this year without incurring a deficiency.
As 1 said at the outset, it isn't proposed tc incur any deficiency that is
not authorized by law to be incurred.

I haven't made =ny decision about vhere I shall spend the summer.
As I have already indicated, I had in mind secing if I could €ind a place
in the West. That is rather an indefinite stutement and it depends upon
vhere you live as to what you regard the West. I have suggestions coming
all the way from lichigan to Utah. I do not wish to get too far away, but

I want to go far enough into the West whwere I shall have some elevation

in order tg get a place that would be corfortably cool,
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Friday, lMarch 11, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

For some time we have known that it was the opinion of the Cuban
Government that in return for the convention that exists between that country
and ours, by which they accept parcel post shiyments, that they ought to have
some change in the law here by which at present our Country bars the ship-
ment of Cuban cigars and cigarettes into this territory in less than 3,000
lots. There was a bill that would give the rsmedy that the Cuban Government
desires introduced in the present Congress -- I think it was reported from
the Committee favorably but didn't have an opvortunity to have it acted
upon. It is one of those questions where we have to concede that Cuba, of
eourse, has a perfect right to take whatever position they think is for their
interest, and while we should desire to give them favorable considerat;on
if we can. It is not an administrative matter thut can be adjusted by the
Executive Department, because it is a matter that is regulated by United
States statute, and in order to secure any relief for Cuba we have to pro-
ceed through a statutory enactment. I have had this matter up several
times with the Postmaster General and with the Secretary of State. I don't
know what plans the Postmaster General may have, now that legislation has
failed. It is possible that through negotiation we may establish some
method of procedure until the next Congress assembles so as to prevent
failure of the present arrangement for sending parcels from this Country

into Cuba. ZEvery effort will be made in that direction.
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I don't know whether it will be developed that there is sufficient
urgency for the appointment of & federal judge in Maryland to warrant & re-
cess a pointment. From such slight information as has come to me, 1 would say

that probably & recess appointment will be made. My information is not com-

plete and my opinion is not final. It depends on so many different elements,
whether there is any one over there that has a general agreement on it so that
if he were appointed it would be understood that he would be confirmed without

trouble, or whether there is a considerable variety of candidates and the

people over there =re not able to agree upon tny one.
I haven't any pocitive speaking engagements for the nser future.
I lixe to go out and speak when I can, but on the other hand there is a
great deal of administrative worf to be done at the present time that will
require my attention here in Washington =nd rather closely confine me to
looking after the business of the Government.
I doﬁ't know whether I shall be able to go to the dedication of,
I think this is Wicker Park, near Hammond, Indisngs. A verp large delegation
came down this morning in a speci2l train to invite me, s0 large that I
suzcested to them that I might make them & speech here and save myself the
trouble of going out there, but they seemed to want to make speeches them-
selves down here, which they did, 1eaving me to make & proper response at
some future occasione I haven't given any particular attention to the

details of the treaty that has been pronosed by rresident Diaz of Nicaragua.
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Of course this country would consider carefully any suggestion that the
Government of Nicaragua desired to maxe to us, but from such casual con-
sideration of it as I have been able to zive to the reported outiine I doubt
very much if the Govermment of this Country would think it desirable to
enter into such a treatys As I have expressed to the conference heretofore,
we have some peculiar interests in Nicaragua, on account of our right to
build & esnal there and establish a naval station, and in sddition to that
we have & desire to help that country or any other pewn Central American
countries in sny way that we can, but of course it has been my volicy and
I want to carry it out as far as 1 can to leave those countries as un-
disturbed as possible to work out their own salvation. That was the reason
why I withdrew the Marines from Nicaragus in 1925. We are willing to
respond so far as we can any time that we cun be helpful, but to take on
a permanent cbligation of the nature that I understand is contemplated in
the suggestion of Fresident Diaz would be, I think, a little farther than

this Government would wish 10 g0
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Tuesday, March 15, 1927,

Rerort of the llewspaper Conferasnces

I haven't made any speaking engagements for the future, nor have
I any plans for leaving the city in the future. Since the close of
Congress I am having a great many invitations to g0 and make speeches.
Of course, I have & great many all the time, Lut since the close of Congress
they have been coming in with much more frequency than usuale I doubt if
I shall makemany speeches. I have to make some. But there are so many
gquestions that are rressing here in Washington at the présent time -- there
is the economic conference we are preparing for, the navy limitaticn con-
ference, a2nd various questions of that nature that are very urgent, besides
the routine business of the Fresident's office, that I think I can serve
the people of the Country rather better by staying in Washington and
attending to those questions than 1 can by going out for the purpose of
furnishing entertainment for any one or undertaking to offer instructiocns
on public questions.

I think the War Department will be able to take care of such
needs as the Army has, notwithstanding the failure of the deficiency bill.

I haven't the detalls of the agreement in mind under which the
President undertook to arbitrate the Tacna=-Arica controversy, so that I do
not know how long the agreement continues in effect. The way to answer
that question would be by an examination of the agreement to see just what

its provisions are.
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Senator Fess merely came in to pay his respects. He talked with
me abcut the work that the Congress had been doing, the general business of
the Country as he has seen it around, and told me of some of his plans for
the future to make some speeches and so on.

I haven't made any sclections of judges that are not already an-
nounced. There have becn two delegations in from North Carolina, present-
ing the name of lirs Hayes, and I had understood that there are some other
names in thst State that would be presented.

1 don't think any names have becn presented for the Eastern
District of Michigan. If they have been presented here, they have been
sent in the usual course of business to the Department of Justice for in-

vestigation snd reyport.

-

%)

I do not have in contemplation an invitation to any of the various
elements of the British Empire. An invitation has been sent to Great
Britain, which has been accepted, and under its terms the participants were
designated. It isn't the plan to include any that have not been designated.
We understood directly or indirectly that the British Government had con=-
ferred with the different elements of the Empire before they accepted the
invitation, so that the inference would be that the invitation as extended
was acceptable to the varicus elements of the Empire.

I don't know whether any judres will be appointed during recess.

I think thst some may be. But I haven't in mind any particular district

where I should think it would be necessary to appoint any.
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tell about that until I had informztion from the Department of Justlce.
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Friday, MNarch 18, 1927.

Keport of the Hewspaper Couferences

We are planning to participate in the Economic Conference. The
Congress passed a bill authorizing an appropriation for that purpose, but
the appropriation bill that was to make that appropriation didn't pass.

It isn't a large matter, probably $12,000 or $15,000 and can be taken care
of, we think, out of the contingency fund of the State Department, which is
a fund that is aprropriated for the purposec of meeting unforeseen con-
tingencies that might make it necessarys to incur expense, sending people
abroad upon negotiations of one kind or anothere.

There doesn't seem to be anything of any consequence the matter
with my wrist. It got lame a littles. 1 don't know what caused it. The
doctor doesn't seem to know. He thought it would get well quicker if I
kept it bandaged up some of the time. I wasn't able to connect it in any
way with shaking hands« I had a large reception in the White House. The
Army and Navy reception was the last one I had and I don't think I injured
it in any way at that time. I haven't been shaking hands very much lately,
but it was since then that my wrist became lame. I can't seem to tell
whether it is in one of the sinews or tendons, or what the matter is.

It doesn't seem to pain me much, nor is it sore. Just a slight lameness.
Possibly it 1s good old fashioned rheumatism, though I thought it was the

wrong season of the year to have that.
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It is not possible to tell what could be done zt the next session
in the way of tax reductions. The indications now zre that we shall have a
very sizeable surplus on the 30th of June. I think Iir. Winston told me
Just before he went away that a 10% recession in the business of the Country
would wipe cut ull the surplus that was then in prospect in the treasury.
Before we can form any estimate of what vossible tax-reductiOns would be wise,
we shall have to see what the surplus is for this year and then we shall
have to see how the business conditions of the Country keep up. But I should
think that by next November, when it comes time to make a decision, those
conditions would be pretty well revealed. 4nd I should expect that from
present indications there would be an oppnortunity for some tax reduction.
We could very well have made a reduction for this March payment and the
coming June payment for this year, as conditions have turned out to be.
I think both Houses passed resolutions expressing their opinion that it would
be well to apply the surplus teo reduction of the debt, which is a perfectly
sound thing to do. We have a large debt that it is very desirable to reduce,
and when the business conditions are good people are in the enjoyment of
large incomes &nd considerable profits, they contribute greatly to our
income tax collections, as well as to our customs collections and our other
charges onbusiness, and it is well to use the surplus for reducing the debt.
1 bhave talked to some leaders of Congress some time ago about having the
Vays and Means Committee make some investigations and make some preparation

for tax reduction, if the state of the Treasury seems to warrant it on the
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approach of the next sessiop- 1 am having a great many invitations to go

to various parts of the Country. I haven't made any decision yet as to any

specific places, either for the summer home of for the near future. I think

it is doubtful if I can get awaj in the near future. Several people have

spoken to me about visiting Asheville. lirs. Coolidge and I spent some time

there just before I was inaugurated as Vice Fresident. I found it a very
always

charming place. Irs. Coolidge especially was pleased with it and has/been

taliing about finding an opportunity to make snother visit there.

I haven't any figures on the possible treasury surplus.

And here is another -~uestion. I haven't formed any opinion about
what method ought to be adopted for a possible tax reduction. That matter,
as I say, is being studied by a committee cn Ways and lleans of the House, and
of course they would confer with the Treasury about it.

There isn't any new development in regard to our differences with
Mex#co. The only thing I could say about that is that so far as I am informed
that country has not in the immediate past taken any property of Americans.
There may be some small pieces of land, or sometﬁing of that kind, that hafe
been taken and have not been reported to me. The only thing I could say
about that is that it indicates sn indisposition at the present time to
confiscate our property, and that such action temporarily aprears to have
ceased.

There isn't any comment that I would care to make on sugcestions

that have been made by some members of the ‘aculty of some of our universities
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relative to our foreign debts. ©Secretary lellon has commented on that and

given some of the reasons why such suggestions do not appear to be wise to
the present administration. Many more reasons might be given, but those that

have been given are perhaps cogent and sufficient at the present time.
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Tuesday, Marech 22, 1927.

Report of the Hewspaper Conference.

A group Of American gentlemen have been approached with & view of
their acting &8 Our representatives at the Zconomic Conference. Some of them
have not yet replied, so that I am not yet able to announce their names.

day or two. One Or two of them

fis

I think an ananouncement may be made within
have been away and have not been able to be reached.

I think we shall make an appointment very soon in the Western New
York Distriet of a United States District Judge. I had a letter from Judge
Hazel recently stating that it was quite desirable that another judge should
be appointed in that region. There are several names whick have been
presented for consideration. As soon as it can be determined which one of
them seems to be the best the appointment will be made.

There isn't any statement that I can make relative to any prorosal
of reciprocity with Canada. Such & proposal would only be made after care-
fully considering its details, which I haven't been able to do.

There is nothing that I can add to the announcement that I under-
stand has been made by the Department of.State relstive to the termination
of a small treaty we had with Mexico covering the question of smugegling.

The Department of Interior and the Treasury have under consideration
the matter of making the May and June pension payments. NOthing has been

worked out yet that seems to be satisfuctory. The question is still being
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studied th see if some method can not be reached for making those payments.
O0f course, it was only & short time ago that payments were made once in
three months, and the interval in this case would only be three months,
from the 4th of April to the 4th of July, at which date it seems to be clear
that both the May and June payments could be added to those of the July pay-
ments. S0 that it really amounts to waiting from May 4th to July 4th. But
if anything can be devised to obviate th:ot period of two months waiting, it
will be done.

I have had very little complaint about the abolition of some
land offices that were made under the advice of the Interior Department,
the reason being 1 think that it had been taken up as I understood and can-
vassed quite carefully with parties in interest before the abolition was
made. It may be that there are one or two that it is proposed to abolish
that will not be abolished, but I haven't any final decision on that.

I doubt if I am going to be able to get away in the immediate
future to go to Asheville or Florida, or any other place in the South. I have
had some very hospitable invitations and offers of places to stay from sev-
eral southern points. It doesn't now seem probable that I shall be able to
accert any of them.

1 doubt very much if I can attend the dpening of the Chesapeake
and Delaware Canal on the 1l4th of lay.

Question: VWhen is that to be, Mr. President?

President: The 14th of Nay,
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I was up to Wilmington, = no it wasn't Wilmington that I visited, it was
Trenton. I was up in that general vicinity a short time ag0, 80 I doubt
if I could go up there again so0 so0n.

What I sald about the appointment of a judge in Western New York
would apply also to the appointment of a Judge in Maryland.

I have also had a number of invitations to g0 into the Northwest.
Here is a specific one from the legislature of Washington suggesting that
I go there in Junle to dedicate the State's new $6,000,000 Capitol. I think
it is very doubtful whether I shall go so far West as that. I do, as I have
already indicated, want tc get out VWest somevhere to spend some time during
the summer. I have had many invitations from practically all the states
west and including Michigan, but I do not expect to go so far West as

Washington.
Questions At no time during the summer, Mr. President?
President: 1 do not expect to go so far west as that. Touring the
country doesn't lend itself very well to my idea of a vacatione.
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Friday, March 25, 1927.
Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

There isn't anything I can add to what I have already said rela-
tive to the appointment of some Jjudges that have been provided for by
recent legislation. 1 expect some appointments will be made very soon, but
no final determination has yet been made in any of them. .

Of course, it is difficult té say, but so far as we can foresee
it would appear that we now have sufficient forces in China to take care of
such Americans there zas need to bs cared for. Just at the present time the
situztion at Shanghai appears to be less tense, but considerable trouble,
as has been reported in the press, has broxen out at Nanking. The Navy
Department has reported to me that their information is that one ‘meriecan
there has been killed and the American Consulate attacked =nd the Consul
and his staff driven out. There are some 125 or 150 Americans still within
the city supnosed to be at the University and their safety is naturally
giving us a good deal of concern. I think vwe have sufficient forces there
for rescue purposes and to do everything that could be done in that direction.
The only advantage that could be secured by a larger force would be from
sending a very large force.

Question: And that isn't being considered at all, Mr. President?

President; WVell, I hardly think so at this time. That would not
now help the situation that has developed with reference to the people in

Nanking and we think we have a sufficient force to protect our people at

Shankhai.
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Question: Is there any evidence that the attsck on foreigners at
Nenking was instigated by the Cantonese forces, or was it the affair of the
mob - people that got out of hand. Have we inform=tion on that score?

Presidents The information I have is that it wss almost entirely
by soldiers who are in the Cantonese uniform.

No final decisicn has yet been made about the delegates to the
economic conference. One or two of those are still not yet decided on.

I have given considerable attention to the matter of the payment
of pengions in May and June and I think that the Bursau of the Budget and
the Comptroller General have worked out a plan of a perfectly legal method
of making the payments at the ordinary times.

I haven't any new informution about the probably size of the surplus.
Perhaps after reports of the payments con the 15th of March are all in it will
be possible to make a new estimate. Receipts have been considerably larger
than were anticipated and it is expected that the surplus will be something
over the $383,000,000, practically $400,000;000, that was estimated some time
ago. Now, how much more than that it will be I have had no figures submitted
to me, and I am not in a position to make any estimate about it, but it will
be a substantial sum in excess of that.

Nor is there anything new tc add in relation to possible tax re-
ductions. That will necessarily wait on the coming in 0% the next Congress

and at that time we shall be in possessi-n of very definite informstion as to
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the state of business, which is to a very large extent the measure of the
revenue of the Govermment and as to the surplus, and therefore as tc the
possibility of tax reductione I shoild think it was evident that some tax
reduction could be made. How much ean not now be szid, not have ] had any
plen worked cut as to what items should be reduced.

I have already spoken about the matter of the rensions and of the

Judges.
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Tuesday, March 29, 1927,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Colonel Cheney has been my Military Aide for & couple of years or
50 and is desircus of returning to more active service, so thst he will
be relieved about the lst of May and will be succeeded by Colonel Blanton
Winship, who is now in the War Department in the Judge Advocate General's
office.

Questicn: Wasn't he the law officer of the Mitchell Court Martial?'

President: 1 am not certain about that. Perhaps he was. He has
seen service in Cuba and had gquite a2 good deal to do there with helping
frame some of the Cuban laws.

Questions; Can you say vhat Colonel Cheney's assionment will be?

President: I don't think that is determined yet. He is an Engineer
and will naturally be assigned to some duty of that nature. There has been
some suggestion that he might be assigned to the Department that has its
headquarters at Boston, but I haven't had any report from the Var Departiment
yet as to where they desire to locate him.

All that I can say about the number of our forces that are to be
in China would be to say what 1 said the other day -- that we didn't have
any present intentiocn of increasing them. B3ut I had rardly made that
statement before a recuest came in from Admiral Williams to send 1500
Marines, which the Department is planning to do. I expect that will be

sufficient. It is possible that they will not De needed, but it is some
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distance over there and tukes some time to get a force assembled and send
it there, so that we have to work in anticipation of what might vessibly
arise. We depend of course on what Admirsl Williams requests.in the way
of additional forces and up to that time he had not seemed to think it was
necessary to send any larger force than what he had there. Three of the
cruisers were held at Honolulu, I think, for & considerable length of time
awaiting his call. They had been dispatched some days ago. Our forces
are there for the purpose of protecting our neople and their property.
They are not at &ll in the n=ture of an expeditionary force, nor are they
thére to make war on any one. They are there in the nature of a police
force to protect our reople, in so far as we can see now, not from any
organized military attack on them, but from disorganized attackgs some-
times made by scldiers we assume not acting under the authority of any one
there that is attempting to functi-n as a Government, but acting rather
in accordance with a mob spirit. It is because of the liability of some-
thing of thaet kind to break out at any time in most unexpected ways that
we are increasing our forces. There will be no change in the command of
our forces there. They will be under the charge of our own officers
of course, and there is no intention of having any unified command so far
as I know now. We cooperate with other nations there. Of course, that
is necessary. The location of the foreign settlement is such that I do

not understand thaet our people are altogether separated from those of
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other nations« I rather think the French settlement is perhars the most
compact, but of course that is not sepsrated from our settlement or from
the settlement of other nationals there, so that we should all act to-
gether to prevent a mob from breaking through at any point, I assume, to
afford protection for our own beople.

I do not recall any perscns that might come under the designation
of politicsl leaders calling on me at Dupont Circle with the possible ex-
ception of Mr. Hilles, who was in town for two or three days, and ] thiank
he dined with me., I am not certain about thats I think he did. He came
to see me in relation tc the suggestion of some names for District At-
torney of New York and some of the vacancies on the bench in that State,
more in the nature of uz report to me vwhat he found out 2t that time. He
hed then arrived at no final determination about ite. It wﬁs understood
he would take the mattcr up further on his return to New York and make
a further report about it.

I do not expect that the situation in China or Mexico will pre-
vent my going away for a considerable length of time durine the summer.
It is possible that the limitation of naval armaments conference would maie
it more necessary for me to remalin in Ve
Departments then the situation in China or Mexico or Nicaragua.

I haven't made any decision as to vhere I shall go for the sumrer.
As 1 have already stated, I have invitations under considerstion running

all the way from Michigan to the Pacific States.

01294



4.

So far as I know there was only one American killed in the recent disturb-
ances in China, which has already been reported, a Dr. Williams connected
with the University at Nanking. One or two women were wounded. One
smerican I think had his ankle broken. 3But as I understood that, it was
not from violence on the part of the Chinese but was an accident he suf-
fered in getting over the wall that surrcunds Nanking. There are steps up
on the inside, but of course nothing of that kind on the outside. They
have to be let down. I understand he fell about 20 feet in being let down,
and suffered that injury to his ankle.

As 1 have already stated, there is no plan for any unified control
of our forces in China.

I can't tell just when I may be able to get uway on my vacation.
I am expecting to have the semi-annual Business Meeting of the Government
on the 10th of June, 10th or 1llthe. That is a little earlier than I exrected
to have it, the reason being that it is the nizht vhen it will be possible
to secure the best broadcasting of the meeting. I doubt if I shall do any
hunting. I never know where I am going to break out in that respect.
I hadn't time for any fishing since I was a boy until lust summer and my
hunting consisted mostly of hunting birds aﬁd rabbits with a muzzle-loaded
shot gun in the early Fall at the same time that I was fishing in the summer.
1 rather prefer fishing to hunting. It zppeals to me in some way more.

S50 I am not making any plans about huntinge 1 shall be glad to confer with

the members of the conference though about that any time.
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No final decision has been made about appointing & United States
District Attorney for the City of New York, but I think a decision may be

made within a day or two.

Fo one has finally been selected for judee of the Testern New York
District.

I have appointed the members of the Economic Conference:

Henry Ili. Robinson, of Los Angeless. He is known to you as one
of the men that served on the Committee which the Reparations Com-
mission chosen from this Country to make suggestions about the
German reparations.

Norman H. Davis, of New York City, former Assistant Secretary
of the Treasury and Assistant Secretary of State.

John W. O'Leary, of Chicago, and President of the United
States Chamber of Commerce.

Alonzo E. Taylor, of Stanford University. He is & man that
has had considerable experience in Europe and he spesks several
of the Zuropean languages snd is especially an agricultural
econcmist.

Dr. Julius Klein, the Director of our Burezu of Foreign and
Domestic Commerce. He xnows our Government relationship to
economic questions perhaps as well as any one in any of our de-
yartments. He is very familiar with the different questions that
have been up for discussion during the past two or three vears.
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Friday, April 1, 1927.
Aeport of the lewspaper Conference.

The chance of my going to Buffalo to open the new International Bridge
in June is quite remote. I have sc many things that reguire my attention here
in Washington now that it is going to be verv difficult for me to get any time
to g0 away or prepare addresses to be made.

I am appointing Colonel William B. Ladue of the Corps of Engineers
to be the Engineer Commissioner of the District of Columbia. I think his term
of service doesn't begin until sore time in June, but as it is necessary to
make arrangements in the Army some time in advance the arrangement has been
made to give notice of this appointment now. I think the War Department,
or is it == here is a statement to be given out. Does that come from the War
Department?

Mr. Sanders; .Far Department.

President: You can get his military record over there then.

I haven't received any definite statistics on the amount of coal
that is already above ground., Such informution as has come to me is to the
effect that there are 80 or more million tons. I do not contemplate any
action relative to the cessation of mining of bituminous coal some of the
bituminous coal regionse. 4 great deal of the industry is going on, but there
is some cessation of operations in Indiana, Illincis, Chio and parts of
Pennsylvania.

There isn't anything new in relation to the situation in China,

except what has already been reported in the press. I shall probably make it
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a practice not to say very much about that, because I find that the state-
ments I make in relation to it get sent over to Shanghai very much different
in their form for publication over there from those that I make here. My
information, of course, comes from the reports that are received at the
State Department and the Navy Department, and all of those that are of pub-
lic interest are given to the press.

Question: Are some more marines to be sent®

President: Yes, we are sending some more marines. That has
already been announced, 1500, some of which started from here, some from
Fhiladelphia, and are to be assembled on the Vest Coast. The Henderson
is being sent up there from somewhere dovn the Cost and is to take them
to Shanghai.

Question: HNot in addiyion to this 15007

President: No.

Question: Not a third regiment? You see there is one regiment
over there and =--

President: The one that I tcld you about the other day is the one
1 am referring to now. That is the 1500 that have recently been assembled
here. 1t may be necessary at some future time to send more troops, but
there are no plans now to send any more. Of course, it goes without saying
that we are taking such action as we can to protect the property and persons

of our nationals there.

I do not expect to take any trip on the Mayflower this week.
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Tuesday, April 6, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

A considerable number of inguiries about judgeships of the District
Courts and Circuit Courts of the United States are made. All I can say about
that is that no final determination has been made as to the filling of any of
those vacancies. We are working away at it and I expect that within two or
three days we will be able to maxe some appointments.

I have no information other than what has already been made rublic
relative to any connection between any of the forces in China znd the Russians.
We are sending the 1500 troops that have already been announced to Shanghai,
and about 1500 more troops. These troops, both marines, are being assembled
at San Diego, California.l Whether it will be necessary to send them or not
we are not quite certaine. In general, what we are doing is to undertakxe to
be prepared to take care of our nationals as difficulties may arise in dif-
ferent localities at concentration points.For the south of China the concen-
tration point is Shanghai, and it is possible that we may be compelled to
take care of those from the north of China at Teintsin. The situation hasn't
developed dnough sc that we are certain about that. We hope there wont be
any necessity for it. We are looking ahead to be prepared to do that, should
occasion arise. There is no change in relation to our cooperation with other
powers in China. In these concentration points quite naturally the nationals
of other countries come in and then the defense of the territory where they

concentrate is one that is carried on jointly.
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The principal m=tter of discussion in the Cabinet this morning wes
the situation in China, which wis developed along the line that I have §ndi-
cated.

1 do not think that the declination of France to teke any part in
the naval limitation conference will materially affect the holding of the
conference. We are disappointed, of course, that France isn't willing to join
in the discussion, but if France is not willing to take part in it we will
naturally go ahead with the Japanese and the British, and possibly the
Italians, if they come in.

I do not xmow of any intention on the part of Mr. Butler to resign,
nor of Uecretary Kellogg.

1 had sent to me by some one that I do not happen to know an interest-
ing cartoon that was in the issue of Harper's Teekly, of July 18, 1885, which
shows the White House as an intelligence office, meaning by that an employ-
ment bureau. It is labeled "What the Position of the President of the United
States Really Is". It shows President Cleveland, who had recently come into
office, underéaﬁing to provide positions for a great many applications,
which leads me to suprose that the Precidential office hasn't changed in some
material aspects between that timc= and this. Over the door is the motto
"E Pluribus Unum" or "Many for One Place". President Cleveland evidently was
able to cope with the situation.

Question: MNr. Pretident, is that true of the situation today?

President: I don't know as it is quite so bad now.
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Cleveland was a very able man and a great Fresident, who perhaps has not yet

been fully apvprecisted.
Question: They brought their baggage with them in those days.
President: The cartoon indicates that they did. A cartoonist's

history is not always absolutely accurate, but usually is somewhat representa-

tive.
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Report of the Newspaper Conferance.

Friday, April 8, 1927.

I do not know of any tentative treaty having been received from Canada.
I doubt very much if any has been received.

No final decision has been made about a District Judge in Michigan.

I haven't any further inform:tion reg=zrding the District of Zolumbia
payments of pensions, otrher than that which has already been made public.

There are no changes in the Chinese situation. Developments there
have been fully reported in the prese, so far a8 they have come tq my attention.

There isn't anything further that I can say about a nossible visit
to Buffalo at the time of the opening of the International Bridge. 4As I
stated the other day, it seems quite doubtful whether I csn find time to make
that trip.

The duties of Mre. Stimson were fully set out in the statement that
w8 made »ublic by the Secretary of State. I don't know of any way that

I could adad anything to that.
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Tuesday, April 12, 1927.

Levort of the Newspaper Conference.

I expect t0 make an aprointment during the recess of a judge in
the Northern California District, but no one has been agreed upon out there
yet, so I don't know when the appointment can be made.

As we have every expectation thut the Chinese will make some ap-
propriate response to the note we have filed with them, we haven't given any
consideration to any further zaction that may be tazen in relation to the
injuries that were suffered by our neople at Nanking.

I have no information &s to any studvy that the Department of Agri-
culture may be making relative to the cooperative methods of. handlinge wheat
in Canadas I think the Department has full information about that. [ don't
mow of any especial study that they are making of it at this time. I learned
from the Secretary of Agriculture this morning that Mr. Nagle, the Ex-Secretary
of Commerce, who I believe is Chairman of some Committee that is making a
study of the agricultural situation, was to be in town today ang?would be
in consultation with(Mr. Nagle and some other member or members of his Com-
mittee] the Agricultural Department.

I don't recall any complaint having been made to me relative to

the contract for carrying air me:l between New York and Chicagos Now, some
complaint may have beecn sent in to the office. If it was, it would go in
the usual course of business to the Post Ofrice Department.

Miss Genevieve Cline, of Cleveland, is one of the names that has
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been sugeested for arpointment to the vacancy of the United States Customs
Jourt caused by the death of one of the judges, the Chief Justice of that Court
or the Chief Judge, I‘don't imow just how he is desienated. There have been
several other names sugegested znd no decision has been made.

I haven't in mind anything especial about the vaecancy, if there is
one, or the authority to appoint a second Federal judge in south Texas. That
may be one of the appointments that are to bs made. There are several judgeships
to be appointed. That will be taken up in due coarse with the rest.

General Crowder, our present Ambassador to Cuba, is & man advanced
in years who has performed most excellent services in that country and I under-
stand that he contemplates asking tc be relieved in the not distant future.
That is as far as anything has progressed in relation to that position. We
should be very sorry to lose his services there, but I have mown for some
years that he was stzying there when it was rather beyond his strength and
had expected that he would askto be relieved.

I haven't in mind any calling of a national conference for the pre-
vention of crime, the main reason being that most of the complaint about the
commission of c¢rime is complaint about the violaticn of state laws, rather than
national laws, so that it is something that if dealt with at all it would have
to be dealt with by the states. S0 far as I had thought of the auestion,
it hadn't seemed to me that a national conference for that reason would be

especially helrful. If it was a new question and there was the desirability

01304



Se
of arousing public interest in it, something might be accomplished by a
national conference, but I think the public interest is already arcused gnd
various states are taking action. 1 do not know of anything thzt we could
suggest that would be helpful as the result of anything like a national con-
ference. The local conferences of course have my hearty approval and the
local efforts that are being made to check criminal activities are very much
impreved and I am very glad to encourage them in any way possible.

There aren't any new developments in the Chinese situation that

haven't already been reported in the press. Of course we get reports daily

ebout the activities of various military bodies there, but it continues in

gbout the same situaztion. \henever there are rmilitary difficulties in

China, there is always trouble about the navigation of the streams and that

trouble exists at the present time. One of the experiences that always-

develops is the firing upon our boats that are going up and down the streams
and the firing upon the boats of other nationals. The Chinese do not seem

to be able to differentigte between their own araft which they might want

to resist and the craft of foreign nations. This firing becomes rather

indiscriminate. ANy Loat that goes up and down those streams is subject

to being fired upon. It is seldom that any dqmage is done. The practice

has been resorted to0 of returning the fire if it becomes at all active,

which usually results in its being stopyred. Most of the fire is rifle fire

and machine gun fire. (nce 'n & while it is done with guns of a larger

01305



Ga
calibre, but not always.

1 haven't any information about an application by Earl Carroll for
executive clemency. I don't xnow whether one has been filed with the Depart-
ment of Justice. If it has been, it will pe acted on there in the usual course.

I haven't made zny decision about vhere I shall spend the summer.
Sooner or later I expect to send some one out there to make some investigation
of some of the different places that have been suggested. Mez=ntime, I hope
that the summer advantages of &ll desirsble locslities will continue to have
adequate publicitye.

The breakfast that I had at the White House this morning was en-
tirely casual. There were some people in town that I wanted to have come
in and have breakxfast with me, some of the members of the Senate and the
House and sbme visitors that called in; prarteking entirely of a social nature.

The Secretary of War repérted this morning on his visit to Porto
Rrico, Hayti, and I have forgotten whether he went to Cuba - he went to
Panama - and found conditions in the places he visited encouraging and the
relationship between the different ccuntries and our government activities
in them on & very friendly basis. The countries seemed to be prospering
fairly well and the activities of our Governmment cfficials in those places
seemed to be acceptable and on a very good standard.

Question: When the Secretarv teft he indicated he would

investigate the Nicaraguan Canal situation.
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President: Well, I don't think he did anything about that. He
didn't say anything about ite The nearest he went to that country would be
Panama, which is some 800 miles away. He may have mentioned that to peorle
incidentally. He spoize about the large amount of business dcne and the
Paname Canal. They had supposed before the month of March that they might
do more business there tha;?any other month, but they didn't quite come up
to the high record. They missed that only by about 100,000 tons, which
indicates that the use of the Panama Canal 1s steadily incressing. 1 have
known that from the monthly reports that come to me showing the smount of
tonnage and the amount of revenue that is derived and the tolls that are
charged for bozts that pass through the Canzl.

I shall be glad to see all of you at the ball game this sfternoon.
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' Friday, April 15, 1927.

Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

There haven't been any developments relative to the aprointment of
a judge in the Northern Califcrnia District.

There isn't any division of the Cabinet over the policy that is
being pursued in China. I don't think that would be nossible in my Cabinet.
The way 1 transact the Cabinet business is to leave to the head of each
Department the conduct of his own business. Vhile, of course, matters are
taken up in the Cabinet and everyboedy is asked to give their opinion, yet
I have never considered that it wzs for one member of the Cabinet to have any
very grest weight in trying to indicate to another member of the Cabinet how
the latter member should conduct the affairs of his own Department. What
I am telling you is a general principle. .It hasn't any application at all
to this matter in hand, because there isn't any division in the Cabinet.

All members of the Cabinet have agreed that what the Secretary of State is
dcing ought to be done. Of course, it is done under the general direction

of the President and with his approvale. I noticed in a headline recently

the statement that lir. Hoover disapproved of what the Secretary was doing,

b thinking that identic notes ought not to be resorted to. It is my recollection
that lir. Hoover was the warmest advocate in the Cabinet of identic notes,
pointing out vhat is evidently the condition, that if each of the countries
concerned - &nd 1t was the common concern of all - went shead on its own

initiative it would fail very much in the influence it would have if they
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all adopted their identic policy, which is of ccurse the policy.

There is another matter of general concern, and that is this - that
when our relations with & foreign country are in the condition that our
relations with some of the Chinese are in at the present time, it is in danger
of being quite harmful if the press resorts to speculation about the attitude
of this Govermment. It probably would be very comforting to any opposition
that this Govermnment might have in China, and I don't think there is very
much there, but what opposition there is there would be comforted if they were
told that the officizls of this Govermnment were in violent disagreement about
what cught to be done. 8o that while I know that the press oftentimes has
to speculate some and draw deductions of rositions when our foreign relations
are concerned, over a matter that is scmewhat delicate ff there is gréve
danger that anything of that kind may do considerable harm and ought to be
resorted to only on occasions when the press is pretty certain that it is
going to be right. In this case it has no foundation whatever.

While I am on that, I might state again that lr. Kelloge isn't going
to resign. If he does resign, Mr. Hoover will not be appointed Secretary of
State.

I haven't made any final decision about reviewing the fleet in
June. I would like to go down on the Virginia coast when the fleet is dowm
there.

There isn't anything new in relsation to farm relief. Senator
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YicNary came in to See me before he went away and in z general discussion of the
question told me that he was meking some new studies, giving especial thought
to the bills that have been introduced into Congress to see if with them as a
foundation he could work out scmething that would be helpful, znd I told him
of course that I should be very glad to have him make a study of that kind and
that the various Departments would be very glad to cooperate with him. There
is also another budy working on the farm problem that I mentioned the other
day, headed by Mr. llagel, ex-CSecretary of Commerce. Some of them were in town
Tuesday, I thinke Oecretary Nagel was not here. He exrmected to be here but
didn't come. I don't xmow whether they have been in conference with Senator
licllary. They were in conference with the Secretary of Agriculture. I haven't
any idea about any of the detailc that Senator McNary may be working on.
The only matter th:ut was mentioned was to talke the various plans that had
been proposed in the large number of farm relief bills and‘see wvhether any
of them would furnish & foundation for some legislation that would appear to
be helpful.

I think the general attitude in Porto Rico towards this country
ls very friendly. That is in accordance with the reports that come from
there« There is the ususl politiczl disagreement, as I understand it, about
things in Porto Rico that would correspond to political disagreement con-
cerning policies in our own country. But I think the general feeling towards

this country - and by the way they would like to be classed as America and
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Americans, I do not wish to differentiate between this part of the country
and their part of the Country or as that being a possession or territory that
is not Jjust as much American as this. As I was saying, I think the feeling is
very friendly there.

I haven't given any recent consideration to the matter of a local
election of GOovernor in Porto Rico. Under Secretary Veeks we did work out
some gind of a bill, but it wasn't apparently aczceptable to the interested
parties in Porto Hico and so the matter was dropred. I rather think that for
the present there isn't much that could be done in relation to a change of
policy in that direction. I think it might be bstter in the first instance
to try and appoint some one that lives in Forto Rico to be Governor. I am
not certain that conditions are quite ready yet for that step. I think that
would be a good way to begin.

The reply of Zugene Chen representing the Gantonese organization to
the note that was sent relative to the injuries that imerisans suffered at
Nanking has been received. I haven't had & chance to study it yet or to
compare it with notes that may have been delivered to other countries. We should
want to do both of those things before making any final comment about it.

I think I suggested the other day that I had every expectation that a reply
would be made within a reasonable time and that expectation has been borne
out by the event.

I understand that a labor expert will be attached to the American
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delegation that goestoc the Geneva Conference, that is the Economic Conference.
I think this name that is given here, John P. Frey, is the name of the person
that is under consideration and who, I understand, is to be appointed. That
is a matter that is being attended to by the Department of Labor. It is my
recollection that that is the name that was given in a commnicaticn that

wes sent to me by the Secretary of Labor.
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Tuesday, April 19, 1927.

Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't an: more information about the appointment of a Federal
Pl

’

Judge in Caljfornia. It is my recollection that Senator Shortridge was in

Just before he went away and I think the matter was mentionedy he saying that
-he wasn't Teady yet to make any recommendation,and my impression was that the
matier was to set along, nothing very definite about it, waiting some recom-
mendation from hime Senator Johnson his made & recomrendation. I had as-
sumed that verhaps Senator Shortridge was eoing to mexe inquiries after he
reached Californis as to the immediate necessity for the appointment of a
Judge.

I don't know what is going to be done about the land office at
Guthrie, Oklshomas I think a letter did come in from State Senator Elmer
Thomas, of Oklahoma - he is State Senator, that isn't the name of the mnew
United Séates Senator?

Press: U. 5. Senator.

Precident: U. S« Senator, of course; I had forgotten his name.
A letter did come in from him and it was referred by me to the Department of
the Interior.

I have already spoken about my interview with Senator Shortridge.

I am not prorosing anything like a reorganization of the Federal
Farm Board. Some of the present members are going off the Board. I shall

hage to look about for some onz to tuke their places. I would like of course

0
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to make that Board function as actively and energetically as possible, es-
pecially in relation to the Intermediate Credit Banks. The Land Banks and
the Intermediate Credit Banks of course are comparatively new institutions.
They have done a very remarkable piece of work, I think, and have met with
general approbation, and my desire is to strengthen them in every rossible
way and sec that they provide service to the limit of their possibilities.
One of the difficulties is the financing of agricultural land, and also of
crops and cooperative associations. I want to have that work, as I say, as
effective as possibles Vhile I am not at 21l familiar with the details, it
has been thought that psrhaps additionzal methods to those excellent methods
that are already in operation might be provided for increassing the facilities
and service, especially of the Intermediate Credit Banks.

The State Department I am informed has sent & cable relative to
the reported capture of Miss kary I. Craig, an American missionary, and our
representatives in China are making every possible effort to secure her
immediate release.

I haven't any information about the purchase of cotton cloth for
the making of balloons for the Navy Department. It goes without saying that
the Department always gives preference to domestic produce, but of course it
has to observe the requirements of the statutes, which are to the effect that
it shall give due consideration to the offer of the lowest bldder. I think
it always leans over backwards to give orders that will provide for the use

of materials of domestic manufacture.
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We have given out all the news that has come from Nicaragua. It
arpeared to me from the dispatches from that country that the Government
forces of President Diaz were prevailing in the field and that indications
were that the country might very soon be pacified. Of course, as soon as
that condition is reached I shall be in a position to withdraw a very large
part of the American forces. I don't know how soon all of them could be
withdrawn. It would be entirely for future consideration. But, of course,
that would be the goal toward which we should be working. The last time
that the marines went in, I think they had to remain 12 or 13 years. 1 should
hope that nothing of that kind would be necessary on this occasion.

There isn't =ny change in the policy towards China. It is that
of furnishing refuge for ocur citizens there gnd removing them.

I didn't speak of lir. Hoover's abilities the other daye I had
rather assumed that that would be assumed by the conference. His reputation
is so well eatablished in this country,and indeed abroad,for ability and
executive achievement that I doubt very much if I should be able to shake
it even if I wished to. Certainly, I have no desire to do that and shouldn't
want to be thought so lacking in aprreciatidtn of a man of his abilities as
to think that he wasn't well qualified for any position in the Cabinet that
he would be willing to acecept. Of course, the place that he is in now is one
of great imrortance and of constantly increasing importance, not only on

acccunt of our domestic commerce, but on account of our foreign commerce,
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which under his direction and encouragement has very greatly increased and

shows promise of further increase in the future.

I have here some very interesting questions proposed by lir.
Vining of the Toronto Star, but as they are not in relation to any current
news I hardly think I would wish to go into thems They are questions of a
general nature that is exemplified by the first one:. "If the Bxecutive were
a young man today what work would he chocse to do?" That would be rather

difficult to answer.
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Friday, April 22, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

No information has ccme to me relative to holding national political
conventions in Washington, other than what I have seen in the press. 1 am always
glad to do what I can to help advertise the city. 1 don't know as I can make any
contribution that would be helpful in that respect on that subject.

No entirely final decision has been made abcut delegates to the proposed
naval limitation conference. Of course, Mr. Gibson, the Ambassador,who has been
through this preliminary conference,will represent the United States,and the
naval represantatives that have been with him. That is settled. And they will be
the backbone of the American delegation.s 1 think that one of the admirals is ex-
pected to return to Washington for a ¢onference, and after such conference has
been held with him we shall imow whether it is necessary to send any additional
representation. Iy present feeling about it is that all that will probably be
necessary in that respect will be, perhaps, some expert advice that mieht be
helpful to Mr. Gibson in the possible draftine of treaties and studying pronosed
drafts, and such additional hely as the naval experts may furnishe. It is our
Information that the British and Jupanese are confining their delegates almost
entirely to representatives of their Navy. I don't mean Sy that all naval of-
ficers, but representatives of their naval orgenization. We do not have any

that exactly corresponds. That would leave us, if we pursued a similar course,

to use officers of the Navy to a large extent, and that is what we are proposing
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t0 do. Mr. Gibson is, of course, expected to head the delegation if no change is
rede in the plan.

I haven't been taking up any questions relative to Mexico with Charles
3¢echer Warren. He has been spending two or three weeks, he told me, at White
Sulpher Springs, and stopped off here on his way back to Detroit. I think he is
returning to Detroit tomorrow. I am not quite certain about that, but I think
that is what he told me. He and Mrs. Warren and his familye. I asked him to take
lunch with me. We had a chat in which we talked some about the developments in
lexico, but not in any officisl way, nothing having developed other than what we
both knew about virtually at the last time we talked together.

There hasn't been any development relative to the appointment of a
Judge in California. Ixkaxexhyg

I have had called to my attention lately the fact that some of the press
are beginning tc get a little careless about quoting the President as the result
of these conferences. It seems that it is necessary to have eternal vigilance
to keep that from being done, and to caution the members of the conference against
that. Of course, it is a2 violapion of the understanding to say that the spokesman
sald so and so, and put in quotations on that. I think, by the way, that it would
be a good plan to drop that reference to these conferences. It was never au-
thorized in any way that I cculd @etermine by the Iresidente. It has been used
from time to time, but it has been used so long and there has been sc much

reference to it that one might as well say that the President said so and so, or
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the White House spokesman or the official spokesman said so and s50.

Question; Mr. Fresident, do we understand that the term spokesman is
20t permissible?

President: It has never been authorized and has been used in s way that
it is perfectly apparent that when the word is used it mezns the President. Now,
that need not have been done, but it has been done, and having been done I think
it would be better tc drop that.

I am very much interested in deoing what we can for the relief of possible
flood sufferers along the Mississippi, the lower liississippis« I have, as I think
has already been given out, aprointed a committee of the Cabinet, consisting of
the Secretary of the Treasury, in whose department is the Public Health 2nd the
loast Guard, that will assist in doine what they can to rrovide for the health of
the stricken area. Of course, the Coast Guard has a great many boats that could
be¢ used in an emergency up and down the river. I have also asked the Secretary
of War, iﬁ whose department there is a store of medical supplies, tents and blankets
and cots, and the Secretary of the Navy, who is somewhat similarly eqiipped, to
sweist. The Army and the Navy are, of course, prepared to supply surgeons wherever
they may be necessary. Of course, under the 'iar Department is the Engineering force
of the Army, some of whom have charge of the work on the Mississippi. That will
te strengthened and reinforced, =nd such assistance as the Engineering force can
¢ive will be given. And Mr. Hoover, who is an expert in 2ll kinds of relief work,

vill provide his services. He is also Chairmen of the Executive Committee - I think
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that is the name of it - of the Red Cross. Now, I have aprointed this Committee
and directed them to meet this afternoon at 2:30, which I think they did, with
the Red Cross officials here in the city, and I am planning to carry on this work
of relief through the Red Cross, making them the munagers and supervisors of it,
and they will call on the Government for such assistance as the Government can
give. It looks as though the situation might get cunsiderably more sericus
before it gets better, and for that reason I am hoping that we may have a gen-
erous response to the request that I made this morning for funds to go to the
ked Cross for this relief work. The.Govermment hasn't any appropriation that can
be used for that purpose. That is one of the reasons that we are putting this
under the direction of the Red Cross. Thev have facilities for raising money.
The Government can't raise money in that way. We think the work can best be
met in that way.

What I sald about guoting the President in relation to the use of the
term as spokesman wasn't said for tublication. It was just said for the informa-
tion of the conference. That part of the conference we wil. consider carried on
in executive session.

Question: Have you any formula to suggest?

President: I think your ingenuity will provide you with one. The

only thing 1 am suggesting is that you observe the rule of not quoting the

President.
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Tuesday, April 26, 1927.

Report of the Newspzper Conference.

There was no discussion in the Cabinet over the proposzl tc open
the levees on the lower Mississippi, other than the rerort of the Secretary
of War that he had a telegram from the Governor of Louisiana stating that
they had such a2 proposal under gcnsideration and the suggestion of the Sec-
retary of ar that the Federal Government hadn't any legal suthority either
to approve or disapnrove or assume any responsibility for possible damage.
Here is a suggestion about a summer residence in Wisconsin quoting
some newspaper reperts. I am willing to take any responsibility I can for
newspaper reports. I can't slways be entirely responsible for them. It
says that this was & revort thut I was tc sumrer on Green Lake and micht take
the layflower there. Thls question here, I suprose, partakes of z newspaper
renort, so 1 don't want to assumelany more responsibility about that then I do
ordinarily. It says Oreen Lake 1s 26 miles over land and says that the Vay-
flower is 2600 tons, I think it is 3200. I wonder how it would be trans-
ported over there. It scys that the Velling Canal has a draft of about 14 fte
I presume that is correct, because I had it in mind that the layflower could
not go thrcugh the Welling Canal. I don't ‘mow where or what the source of
this newspaper report may have been. Perhaps what was meant was that some
of the launches from the Mayflower might be taken up to that Lake. That would
be entirely possible, though I have no doubt the Lake is sufficiently pro-

vided with boats and launches to minister to such sailings &8s I might want

to take. 2 :
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I haven't made any decision about my summer vacation. Very soon
I expect to send ocut some one to look over the different prorosals and bring
back some reports and make a final determinztion abcout it.

There hasn't been anything further done in relation to the selection
of judges.

I have only observed in the most cursory way the press reports on
the address that 1 made last nights S0 far as I have observed them, they seem
to be faverable. It is my observation that if a Frecsident melkes an address
and it doesn't do any harm it is a good address.You naturally can't expect that
& President would say much of anything that is new. About all I could do
would be to assemble certain fucts ond arguments that have been made a great
many times, but perhaps the fact that the Presddent assembles them and restates
them,puts them in & little more authoritative form and brings them to where
the public can hear and see them, enables it to get in that way a little new

information that it didn't have before.
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Priday, April 29, 1927.
Report of the lJewspaper Conference.
I do not see =ny method by which resort can be had to the
Federal Treasury for funds for relief work in the lississippi Valley. 1 think
that ought to be made guite plain. There has been some suggestion that such might
be done. Of course, if that impression becomes held in the country it wont be
possible for the Red Cross to do anything in raising money. They would get very
little response from the public, if it was thought that the public treasury
could be used. The Red Cross are making very great progresse. It is quite
évident that the $5,000,000 will not be sufficient for the immediate necessity
of the relief needed, so that I am urging an increase in the amount to be raised.
I do not expect, of course, to call any special session of the Congress. It
would tske quite & long time to get Congress assembled and quite a long time to
get an appropriation bill through. First there would have to be a bill au-
thorizing the approrriation and then & bill for the appropriation, and it doesn't
seem to be expedient. The Federal Government is making large expenditures of
supplies, running into some millions of dollars, through the War Department,
the Navy Department, in the use of the resources of the Treasury Department, the
Coast Guard, the.health authorities of the Treasury Department, and the surgeons
of the War and Navy Departments. Of course, the Engineering Corps of the Army
is provided with funds for working on the levees up and dowvn the river. I might
8ay in relation to funds, that when the bill failed on account of the congestion

of business in the final sessions of the Congress, sometimes referred to as a
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the bill
filibuster,/which provided the Department of Agriculture with funds for the
purchase of seeds and fertilizer and so on 0 be used in the Northwest and in
the South failed with it, and the Department has been obliged to tell the people
in those regions that it had no fuads at its disposal for use for that kind of
WOTKe

fuestion: Wasn't there a direct advance from the Treasury in
the case of the San Francisco fire?

President: I don't imow whether that was the case or not.

I haven't any information relative to recent immigration rulings
that have been made in relation to residents of Canada crossing and recrossing
into this country. 1 kmew that the Department of Labor was working on that
question. I think their main desire was t0 prevent our immigration laws from
being circumvented by persons of alien birth coming to Canada and getting
naturalized and then obtaining the right to come into our country to work. It
is quite obvious that if that is done to any great extent it would circumvent
the present laws, so0 they have tried to make rulings, as I understand it,
and adopt regulations that would prevent that. I think the rules relative
to persons born in Canada, who want to come over here, sre different from
those relative tc persons who have been born under some other jurisdiction.

Of course, legiclstion is almost always under contemplation
relative to the prevention of floods in the Mississippi River. There are

three elements always to that question. OCne is flood control, the other

is power development, and the other is navigation, all of which makes & com-
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plication that is not very easy to solve.

I think all the information that I have relative to the peace
negotiations that are going on in Nicaragua has already been published in the
press. Uhatever comes up from there is given out by the State Department, rela-
tive to those negotiations. I couldn't tell what would be the result of the
negotiations, if they are successful. I should expect that the result would
be that we could withdraw a large part of the marines that are already there.

It would depend on what we were expected to do there after the negotiztions are
carried out. If we Mad to maintzin a force of marines there for a dozen years,
1 presume that it may be necessary to keep o small legation guard there for some
time in the future.

I don't xnow of any changes in the situation in China, other
than what have also been given to the rress by the State Department and the
Navy Department. The country is in a rather rapidly changing situation. There
were reports this morning of some military operations by Chang Kai Check against
some of those that have formerly been acsociated with him under his command.

1 assume it was the more radical followers that had been associated with the
Cantonese movement, in which Chang Kai Check had defeated some of the trocps

that vere attached to the radicsl movement and driven them back. Illothing further
deveiopad in relation to Judgeships.

Questioni Are you fixing any amount for the additional eall for

flood sufferers?
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President: No. I am glad you spo<e about that. I am awaiting
the return of lir. Hoover, which I expect will be in a day or two. I haven't
heerd from him since he left for the liississippi Valley. But some member of the
Cabinet this morming thought he was going to return in a day or two. I am not
sure who that was. The supggestion may not be suthentice. He has with him some
of the head men of the Hed Cross and when they return we will toke up the matter
of what additional funds ouzht to be asked for. But I should be very much pleased
to have the pres: make the general announcement that the President desires the
collection of additional funds, as it is apparent that the present amount which
has been asked for, I think $5,000,000, will not be adequate.

uestion: Then you are not going to make =nother call?

President: 1 am not certain about that. That may be considered
necessary, but on that I should want to take the Jjudgment of the officizls of
the Red Cross headquarters.

The motion picture theaters throughout the United States and
Canada have very generously responded to the proclamation that I issued in behalf
of the American Red Cross and to their response I have suggested that Saturday
the 7th day of May the motion pictures give benefit performances, the proceeds
of which will pe centributed to this Hed Cross relief worke I think that is
understood. 1 made the proclamation, and they wanted to xnow wﬁat they = ould do

to help, and I sugrested that on the 7th of liay they cive benefit performances

and give the proceeds to the Red Crosse.
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lay 3, 1927,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

There is no foundation for the reports, so far as I xnow, that kr.
Maclurray, our linister to China, has resigned. 1 think it probably wise to
look with more or less suspicion on reports concerning the attitude of this
Government toward China and its representatives in China which originate out of
our country. I have happened to see a number of reports of that rind which had
a foreign origin that didn't have any foundation. I do not think, too, that
it is true that the other four governments, the RBritish, the Japanese, the
French and the Italian, have agreed on a note that they wicsh to present to the
Cantonese association. It 1s possible that the representatives of those govern-
ments in Peking have agreed on something, but I do not think that the govern-
ments at home have made any such agreement. S0 far as I know, they are in agree-
ment with our own position. There may come a time when it looks to us to be
advantageous to present another note. Speaking for cur Government, I don't see
any advantage that could be derived from such presentation at the present time.
0f course, we should consider any suggestion th-ot came to us from the other four
governments and would naturally be incliued to cooperate with them in so far as
we could. The different governmeints, however, have different interests in Chinae.
There are certain fundamental things on which ve are all agreed for the pro-
tection of life, the security of property, but we all recognize that in time

of disorder like the present those are more or less in jeopardy. That is why
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we have sent out forces over to be prepared to extend protection to our own
nationals,

I do not anticipate that it is going to be necessary to have a special
session of the Congress. 1 am asking, as the press has reported this morning,
for an increased response from the country to the appeal of the Red Cross. Ve
raised, I think, over 11,000,000 for the relief of suffering in Japan at the
time they had the earthquake. 1 zm very certain that our people will make a
corresponding response to the appeal for relief of our own people. e are organ-
izing the different devartrwents to 2ive such assistance as they can. The Secretary
of War is goling down to that region. Mr. Hoover is going with him. I have
requested the Secretarr of War to have the Engineer Corps and the Mississipni
River Commission make a special report to me on the problems that have arisen as
& result of the present flood, which will be done before (Jongress convenes, and
will be accessible to Congress for their information, and I shall also have the

benefit of it in deciding what recommend:tions may necessarily be made to the

Congress.

I am not exvecting at the present time to make any personal inspection
of the flood area. Of course, if 1 went down there now I wouldn't be gble to see
much of anything of ite I could only go up and down the river in a boat. That
wouldn't enable me to make much of an inspection. Perhaps.in some small boat
1 could get outside the main current, but it wouldn't be possible to get any in-

formation that I think would =PrrEXEERG increase the xmowledge very much of what
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I have a8 the result of reports.

I haven't made any further determination about the appointment of
judges and I haven't made any decision yet gbout where I may spend the summer.
I am expecting to send Mr. Sterline of the Secret Service force into the West
within a day or two to inspect some of the places to which I have been invited.
As you know, I have to have a place for myself and my family, my servants, a
place for an office, and there has to be some accommodations for my office force
and accommodations for the press representatives, the writers and the picture
men. I should like to have hotel accommodations --

Question: Would it be nossible for you to tell us how far West you

will go on this trip?

Fresident: I don't tmow. It will depend on the report I get from
Colonel Starling.

Question: 1 thought perhaps you had a highwater mark.

President: OSomewhere in the liiddle West. There are some very at-
tractive places in Wisconsin, Minnesota, a very attractive place in Iowa, in
South Dakota, and in Coloradc. lNow that isn't an‘excluaive list of those places
that are attractive. Iy disposition would be to locate myself somewhere this
side of the Hocky liountains, perhaps on the slope that rises up to them,
perhaps in Wisconsin or Horthern llinnesota. There is a very good place on Lake
Minnetonka that I am going to have inspected, and a place in the Black Hills,

pldces around Colorado Springs. As ] heve indicated before, I want to get within
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as easy striking distance of Washingtcon as I can and at the same time get out
into the liddle 7est area.

Juestion: Will altitude have anything tc do with ycur decision?

President: In so fhr =s it may govern the temperature. it will.
It would be cooler for instance in Colorado or the Black Hills than in some other
places. There is a very besutiful Laize in Iowa, which is 1760 ft. high, which
is just ab;ut the altitude we had last year at Paul Smith's. But I am also

having some investigation made abcut the mean temperature of these places.
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Friday, llay6, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

There isn't anything further that I can add to what I have said
a greal many times about my policy relative to the ships owned by the
United States and operated by the Shipping Boarde I think you will find
it in practically all my messages and in a number of my speeches. There
is no reason thut I xnow of why I should reiterate it now.

I don't imow of any report that Frank Hambridge has resigned as
Federal Judze in Honoclulu. Something may have come to the office that has
not yet come to my ﬁesk. I don't know of anything of that kind. It might
go as & matter of course to the Department of Justice, but I imacine that
I should know about it if such was the case.

I had several gentlemen in to breakfast this morning. Have their
names been given out,‘mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: Yes.

President: Yes. It was a breakfast very much like all of those
that I have, mostly social.

I haven't received any different revort from Mr. Butler than
that which I have seen referred to in the press. He told me last night
that he had seen several of the members of the press yesterday and gave
them the information which he gave me, to the effect that he had had a
very pleasant Jjourney out through the West, become conscicus of the great

hospitality out there, thought the country over which he had traveled was
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on the whole looking prosyerous, and that there was general satisfaction
expressed with the course of the Government at Washingtone

I haven't any report today from Nicarsgua. The only thing that
I am certain about down there from rejyorts that I heve received is that
Mr, Stimson is doing his best to compose the differences and find some
method by which peace can be restoreds Perhaps the method that he may em-
ploy is not so very imrortant, if it results in bringing azbout an amicable
conditions I think perhaps it would be well not to take too literally what
the contending sides may think it is necessary to give out as rublieity, but
keep in mind that the main effort of this country is to restore peace and
prevent further bloodshed. I have great hoves that Mr. Stimson is going to
be able to bring that about.

There isn't anything further that I can say about flood relief
and so on that I haven't already said. Of course, all of us recognize
the magnitude of the cuestion that hac arisen as the result of this great
catastrophe and I have already reguested the Secretary of War to direct
the Engineering Corps in conjunction with the Mississippi River Commission
to maze & study and reort. We are more engaged just now in affording
relief for those that are in distress than we are in trying to lay out plans
for permanent protection hereafter, thoush we are by no means oblivious to
the necessity of maxing every effort along that line. I expect that the
crest hes passed by, There is little oprortunity to find out what the

results of this flood have disclosed, but I shall have a preliminary report
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from the War Department &s to whether they desire toc have the assistznce of
civilian engineers, business men, and s0 On, whether it might not be well
for some of the committees of the Congress that are going to pass on prob-
able proposzls for legislation to begin &t an early date preliminary studies,

s0 that they will be in a position speedily to take action when the Congress

convenes. There have been 2 good many different suggestions about special

comrissions. It is somevhat difficult for the President to start out a
special commission, becsuse the law specifically prohibits him from expending
any money for that purpose, “nd any commission that I might convene would
have to provide its own resources without any financizal assistance from the
Government. But we have the Engineering Corps and the Mississippi Hiver
Comnission which are bcth proper bodies to do this work, and I Judge that
they would have authority to czall in for consultation any persons that they
might think were necessary to assist them. This is an allied question, as
1 pointed out the other day, of power development, navigation, and flood
control. OSuch discussions as I have hﬁd relative to it indicate that things
that might be done on small rivers which are tributary to the Mississipri,
which would do a great deal towards flocd control in the headwaters of
those tributaries, would not be of great assistance in solving the real
Mississipri River problem.

Question; Has Secretary Hoover made & report yet?

President: He has not made any report. I haven't had an op-

portunity to discuss that matier with him very much.
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that the water that is going down the main channel of the Mississipoi now
represents 3,000,000 - I don't know whether it is cubic feet or 3,000,000

second feet, whether it is technieally called 3,000,000 cubic feet or second

headwaters
cubic feet - and that one of the large tributaries I think in the XNszdNEurtsrs

of the Mississippi would represent only 4,000 compared with 3,000,000,
Question: Did he name that tributary?

President: I don't -- I was thinking we were talking then ab-ut

the headwaters of the Mississippi. I am not certain about that. It is not

a matter of importance any way. I Jjust mentioned it as an indication of

’ can
the magnitude of the present flood. e EXMXx desl with it very effectively

on the headwaters of the different streams that enter in. This has come

about by the great precipitation of water over the broad lowland area. VWhile
at other times there have been flood waters from 3 or 4 tributaries of the
Mississippl at one time that have raised the waters of the main stream,

this time there are 8 or 10. All of them are originating in the lowlands,
where probably it isn't feasible to try to maxe artificial reservoirs for

water. I don't want to undertake to express any opinion about what ought

to be done, or what method cught to be pursued. I simply state what I

understand is to be done and the main origin of the present flood. Pro=

vision is being made through the Red Cross and throuzh local committees

for the purchase of sezd and feed and animals. I am expecting that some

of the banking interests of that locality will be up here within a day or

two to confer with Mr. lellon and Mr. Meyer to sece what plan ean be adopted
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to assist in financing rehabilitation. 1In 1922 there was a very carefully
prepared bill intended to take care of the Mississippi flood situation,
which provided for the laying out of a dike which was 3 feet higher than
the point of the highest flood. That hasn't been high enough to take care
of this flood. I merely mention that again as an indication that this ques-
tion has had very careful consideration in the Congress and by Hingineering
talent. 1 think that bill provided for an expenditure on the part of the
Nationsl Government of $10,000,000 a year, supplemented by I think $5,000,000
to be paid by the adjoining territory where the dikes were built. It was
thought that when those dikes were built up to that standard there wouldn't
be any trouble from floods up and dovn the Mississippi Valley. Now whether
the engineering profession is going to decide thazﬁgikes are not high
enough or not I don't know. From such meager information as I have I judge
it will be necessary to conclude that they have not been high enocugh to
carry this flood. Of course, those dikes are not all done. That was an
expenditure that was to run over a considerable period of time. I think
there are about 23 or 25 miles of dikes up and down the llississippi and
this was to be done each vear as funds were available, $10,000,000 being
appropriated each year from the National treasury. This question, there-
fore, has been studied and considered in a good many of its aspects a
great many times, but apparently no final solution has been made, s0 that

I should judge that the whole gquestion will have to be reconsidered and
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conclusions will have to be reconsidered on account of the experiences of
the present year and plans will have to be formulated to tzke care of any
emergency of this iind happening in the future.
Question; Do we understand that this bill of 1922 was enacted
into law?

President: Yes.
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Tuesday, May 10, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I am not sure whether 1 shall go down to Norfolk to review the
fleet. I would like to go and mean to g0, if I can find the time.

I have directed lMr. liellon, although perhaps it had slready been
done, to notify the Coast Guard vessels - we have quite & good many of them
out on stations in the North Atlantic, vhere they go at this time of the year
to keep track of icebergs - to do what they can towards searching for the
French fliers. The Secretary of the Navy doesn't think that we could get
naval vessels out there in time to stund much chance of rendering any serv=-
ice. But we have the coast guard out there. fThere are 2 nuwber of those
vessels. They are in that locality and they will be on the look-out

I haven't had any word from Colonel dtarling since he went aways.

I had understood that the Naval Limitations Conferecnce would con-
fer in Geneva about the 20th of June. Vhether the parties have finally
agreed on that date and place, I am not certain, but I have expected that
that ¥¢ would be the place and that would be the date.

I think there is a petition for executive clemency for Earl
Carroll pending in the Depurtment of Justices. It hasn't come to me.

The French Government h:s not made any request for aid in search
of the aviators. This, by the way, was not & French Government enterprise,
but was a private enterprise engaged in by these two men and their supporters,

80 that I don't know that it is to be expected that the French (overmment
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would make any request of us for aid.

One or two people have spoken to me about closing several -- about
the proposal to close several land offices - and I have referred them all
to the Department of the Interior. hether the Department is getting any
additional information that would lsad them to make any different recom-
mendation to me than that which they have already made, I don't know.

I never heard any sugcestion sbout closing the Panama (Canal for
repairs. That is one of those reports that would be right 99 times out of
100 if you deny it. I suppose sometimes the Ganal may be closed for a few
hours on account of some thing or ancther. but I think that is unusual and
my last reports were that the Canal was in excellent shape. I am very sure
that there is no suggestion emanating from any Government gquarters for the
closing of it for repairs.

I haven't any infoermaition about the appointment of a Prohibition
Commissioner, other than vhat has zlready appeared in the press. The duty
of making that appointment is reposed in the Secretary of the Treasury.

I kmow that he is conferring with dif erent peorle to get their opinion
about it, has some more conferences on it, and I think he has not come t0
any decision.

The Country is making very good response to the zppeal of the Red
Cross to furnish money for the relief of those that are suffering on

account of the floed, but the area of the flood keeps inereasing so that the
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Red Cross will certainly need zll the money thut it can secure. I would
likxe to emphasize the continuing need for relief and my appreciation of
the response the Country is making.
Nothing has becn done about the appointment of any further judges.
The Attorney General's wife is very critically 111 and he has been with her
for a week or soe I don't know just when he will return. I think he is

likely to return almost any time.
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Friday , May 13, 1927.
Report of the Newspaper Conference.
I haven't made any further decisions about judges. The Attorney
General has sent word that Mrs. Sargent is feeling somewhat better and it is
expected that he will return about the first of the week, probably Monday. I
expect to be in a position to take up scme further appointments.

Richard Washburn Child, I assume, has gone down into the flood
area 85 a writer. He told me that he was going down and 1 suggested that he
might get in touch there with the Secretary of VWar and the Secretary of Com=-
merce, and they would probably be able to give him some information that might
be helpful to him. The matter of flood control wus not discussed at the Bresk-
fast this morning. I don't knmow but it was mentioned incidentally. There was
no discussion about it. The relief work is being orgenized there, so the re-
ports from Mr. Hoover indlicate, both for rescue and rationing while the floods
are going on, and for rehabilitation after the floods recede. 1 think they
are making very good progress in that direction.

I have a question relative to the stores of the United States that
are maintained in Panama. If any one is desirous of getting a full discussion
on that, if they will look into the Federal Relations of the United States, on
page 615, they will find there a note from John Hay that explains that matter
to 2 considerable extent. %Yhen we first went to Penams, of ccurse, we didn't
have any port within the Panama territory, I mean within the Canal Zone, so

that we had to make our landings within the Republic of Panama, and it was for
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that purpose that there was rut into the treaty a provision tb the effect that
we could take stores, machinery, and so on, in through Panama without having to
pay duty. But the treaty itself provided that the United States should have full
sovereign jurisdiction over the Panama Canal Zone and thet is what it has. Hav-
ing that, of course this Government has just as much right to carry on business
there as it would have to carry on business anywhere within the United States.
But the Govermment has zlways recognized that it didn't care to engage in busi-
ness there to any extent to the vrejudice of the merchants of Panamg, so that it
provided in the treaty that was negotiated in 1926, and which has not yet been
retified by Panama, thet such activities would be of a limited nsture, and that
the provision was to run in perpetuity.

I have noted that there is some effért being made to curtail oil
production. The Interest of the United States Government in th:ot is on the side
of conservation. We have a general interest in securing a supply of oil at a
reasonable cost, but the main interest is one of conservation of our natural
resources in order that they may be used for the best advantage of our people.

I presume some of you in the conference will remember that abcut a year ago
Governor Byrd of Virginia addressed an open letter to me comrlaining about the
high price of gasoline. I think I pointed out at the time that it was probably
due to natural causes, the falling off of that great production that had been
going on for some time on the California coast, the great increase in the number

of automobiles and so the greater consumption and the general use of oil and fuel,
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and sugeested that while the Government would do anything it could to prevent
illegal combinations from being made that would unduly enhance the price of
gascline, and for that purpose the metter was called to the attention of the
Federal Trade Board and the Department of Justice, yet that it was thought that
the result at that time was probably a natural working out of the law of supply
end demand. I judge that developments since that time have confirmed that
opinion. The great production that has come in in 0il in Oklahoma, I think it
is known as the Semirole Pool, where they ares producing some 350,000 barrels of
0il per day, increases the supply of 0il in this ccuntry one-seventh. The result
has been that there is more of 2 suprly than for which there was a reasdy market
and prices of o0il and 0il products have declined. 3Some one told me the other day
that the price of gasoline in Californiz, I think it was Southern California, was
124y which I judge to be a very low price. I don't know just what our local price
is. Now the matter of price is not one with which the Government dan deal very
mch, but we are interested to have conservation of o0il and we are interested to
have a free markxet in it to prevent anything li<e a conspiracy to raise prices,
or any arrangement which would result in the waste of our oil rescurces. 1 have
a Commission that I appeinted twe or three years age on the conservation of oil
and they are considering the question at the vpresent time. I don't know Jjust what
they can dos They haven't made any final decision. They will do vwhatever they can
to secure conservation of oil and prevent, so far as they can, its wasteful ex-
ploitation. But I want again to put the emphasis entirely on conservation. The

matter of price is not one with which the Government undertakes to deal sxymef except
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Tuesday, May 17, 1927.

Report c¢f the Newspaper Conferance.
i have here & telegram from lr. Hoover. It is quite long and I

don't need to read it all. OSome of the pertinent parts of it are. Accurmlating

experience and the success of our appeal to the public makes reasonably safe to

say now that the funds in hand and prospective will enable the Red Cross to do

its work on efficient basis. The Governors of each of the states have appointed

commissions under able chairmanship to represent the state in reconstruction

measures. They have divided the work into two stages. One is the measures dur-

ing the flood stage and the second is reconstruction. The reconstruction is sub-

divided into emergency action and the longer view of measures to be adopted under

the responsibility of state commissions. Of course the flood measures are the

rescue of families and life stock, equipment of relief camps, the provision for

food, clothing and medical supplies, feed for livestock, transvortation of suf-

ferers and animals back home. Then the second period of reconstruction is the
seed, temporary supply of food, feed for the livestock, farm Implements, ad-
ditional livestock and poultry, buildings and repairs, furniture, medical ser-

vice and sanitation, financial credit. You undoubtedly saw the statement given

out by the Farm Loan Board yesterday that they were in cooperation with a

million dollar corporation that has been formed fH so that through the Farm Loan

Associations $4,000,000 would be added, making $5,000,000 for relief. Then

comes business reconstruction, public schools, roads and bridges, municipal

property, public utilities and levees. The Hed Cross gives its assistance to
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needs that arise directly from the flood. The central office is at Memphis, but
they have staff representatives and sgents at concentration points who work
through local chapfers and comnittees. The national organization is coordinating
its work with the activities of state commissions and state agents. County Com-
mittees have been decided upon for the rehabilitation worke The chairmen of these
county and parish committees will beappointed jointly by representatives of the
Red Cross and the Chairman of the State Commission. The Red Cross will keep a
representative with each State Com:uission to coordinate all the activities. The
question of mass purchasing is being considered, but in general the local com-
mittees will make their own purchases. Hmergency credit corporations, one of
which 1 just mentioned, are being formed and State health authorities and Red
Cross nursiné and medical and sanitary assistance are being coordinéted. This
other telegram relates to the Agricultural Credit Corporation that I spoke about
a moment ago. That is especially for the State of Arkansas. Transportation of
people from concentration camps has already started. That is dated on the 13th.
I have a number of questions about flood relief, which I think I have covered
in what 1 have already said.

I haven't any information about the cunferences that are taking
place between our officials and the Canadian representatives relative to recent
immigration regulations that have not already been made rublice I had under-

stood from what the Secretary of State told me and the Secretary of Labor said

to me that they felt confident that some methed would be worked out that would
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be fairly satisfactory tc both peorle in this countrv and people in Canada.

Here is an incuiry relative to the use that migcht be made of
questions that are submitted to me and which I do not discuss. I had supposed
that the rule sbout that was that questions that were submitted and not discussed
weuld not be discussed in the press. I don't mean by that that it isn't perfectly
proper of course to discuss the substance of the gquestions, but I did understand
that it was the rule that if a question were submitted to me and wae not discussed
by me that no report was to be made, one way or the other, about the fact of the
submission of the question.

It is too early to come to any settled conclusion about tax reduc-
tion next year, the next financial year, or the next session of the Congress.

As I have already indicated, it will be necessary to see what our surplus amounts
to, what the souree of that surplus is, what the conditions are, when Congress gets
together, and what the probabilities are as to the continustion of a surplus if no
change is made in the law which would justify tax reduction.

With the work that is going on for flood relief and the arrangements
that are being made tc take care of the situation, I do not think it would be
necessary to call a special session of the Congress.

1 expect to be at the meeting of the American Medical Association
this evening. I haven't made any final determination about where I shall spend
the summer. I expect Colonel Starling will be back fery shortly now. He was in
Colorado & day or two ago and I think that was the last rlace he was expecting to

visit.
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Nothing further has been done sbout judges.
Press Would it be permissible to give that telegram out from
Mr. Hoover?
President: Yes, you can have that if you want it.
Press: Is the Secretary coming back shortly?

President:; He hasn't indicated when he would return.
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Friday, liay 20, 1927.
Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Some sugrestions have been made relative to a successor to Koy Morse,
vho is the United States District Attorney for the Bastern District of Wisconsin.
They are under consideration. No decision has yet been made.

I want to go to review the fleet on the 4th of June. I haven't fully
determined about it.

There have been some suggestions made to me about an early session of
the next Congress. But that matter hasn't developed far enough so that I have
come to any conclusion about ite I think some of the Southern represantatives
have made some suggestion of that kxiand for a session, perhaps the first of
November.

I have not received any resignation from General Andrews, elther
recently or at any other tine.

I haven't decided yet about my location for the sumrer, and [ can't
tell just when I shull get away. Of course, I have to be here for the semi-
annual meetinz that is held under the auspices of the Bureau of the Budget, which
is on the 10th, as I reecall it.

Press: 11th.

President: 11th, thank you. And then there are some other things that
may detain me for some time after that.

I don't know as there is any comment I ¢an make on the resolution that

some representatives of Porto Rico brought in yesterday relative to their desire
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to have Governor Towner contimue in office. Of course, I was pleased to receive
the information that he was givine general satisfaction to the local government
of the Islands I don't just ¥now why the delegation should be sent up here for
the purpose set out in their resolution, but considering the fact that some of
our officeholders are not averse to visiting Porto Rico on occasion perhaps it
is mot difficult to imagine that officeholders in Porto Xico would not be averse
to coming up here. It is very much more pleasant to have them come telling me
that they are contented with the situation as it exists, than it is fo have them
come making complaints about their government. Perhaps their visit may be taken
8s an indication of a very happy condition on the island, indicating satisfaction
on their part with the general way that their government is proceeding. I sug-
gested to them that it is always necessary to use care in the raising and
expending of the revenue of the government. The resources of the Island are
limited, of course. They have been embarking on a considerable policy of publiec
improvements, the biilding of a rather ambitious capitol or state house, the
construction of a system of highways, increasing their educational faecilities,
all of which calls for a considerable outlay of money. I suggested to them also
the great desirability of a general knowledge on the Island of the English
language, They are under =n English speaking Government and are a part of the
territory of an English speaking nation. I thought that it would be very much
easier for them to understand us, and for us to understand them, if they had a

good working kmowledge of the Baglish language. While I appreciated tpe desira-
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bility of maintaining their grasp on the Spanish language, the beauty of that
lenguage and the richness of its literature, that as a practical matter for them
it was quite necessary to have a good comprehension of English.

I do not understand that the policy of railroad consolidation has been
given any definite check by the Interstate Commerce fommission because thev have
rejected two merger pronosals, one movm as the Van Sweringen case something more
than a year ago and the other the Loree case that was decided quite recently.

1 understand that the Van Sweringens have filed a new petition, probably in ac-
ordance with the opinion that was rendered in their first case. I am not fam-
iliar with the details of the Loree merger, or of the decision that was made,
so that I could judge whether the decision indicates it would be impossible to
make the merger that was suggested or vhether it merely means that there must be
a change in the details. I have indicated in my messages to the Congress and on
other rublic occasions my interest in the promotion of railroad mergers that were
just and fair, thinking that the ﬁolicy of consclidations was one that was of
benefit to the public. Of course, each one of these cases has to be determined
on its own merits, but I hope that the decision that has been made in the Loree
case will further clarify the rules that the Interstate Commerce Commission wish
to follow in the making - approval - of consolidations.

I don't know as there is any special comment that I can make on
the attempt of Captain Lindbergh to fly from New York to Paris, other than one
of great interest in it that I feel in common with what I think is pretty much

that of 2ll Americans, my best wishes for his success.
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The Attorney (Gemeral has returned and I understood from him this morning
in talking with him at the Cabinet meeting thet he would have some recommendations

to make either today or tomorrow relative to filling several vacant judgeshipss
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Tuesday, lMay 24, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't made any final decision where I shall spend the summer.

The general situation in the Black Hills looks so good that I am having a eareful
investigation made there to see whether adequate accommodations can be provided to
take care of myself, my office force and the newspaper men.

I haven't seen the sugmestion that is referred to as having been
made by Ambassador Herrick that Lindbergh be sent to fly to various Buropean capitals.
There would be some difficulty about arranging that through Government action.

I had seen some reports in the press that he was contemplating flights to different
portions of Eurcpe. The more we learn of his aczomplishment in going from New York
to paris, the greater it seems to have been. That is something that grows on us
the pore we contemplate it.

I haven't had any report of what resulted from the 0il Conservation
meeting, other than what I have noted in the press. I judged from that that it
was thought that some progress had been made. Ncothing has been said about it in
the Cabinet. I don't kmow but what it was mentioned at some rrevious meeting
incidehtally, but nothing recently.

I have a tentative decision - of course all the decisions of the
President about making any trips are tentative, but this is rather more tentative
than usual - to review the fleet. If I do so, I think I shall go dovm on the
Mayflower. That would seem to provide about as convenient a method of access as

any. I could make the run down during the night, review the fleet during the day,
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and come back during the next night.

The Navy Department has directed the Commander of the Naval forces
in Europe to offer transportation to Lindbergh on a destroyer of Division 25,
waich is now in Zurope and will szil for the United States about the 15th of June.
This Division consists of the destroyers Isherwood, Cass, Sharkey, Lardner, Toucey
and Breck under the command of Captain W. W. Galbraith of the U. S. Navy.
Directions were also given to the commander of the forces to offer transrortation
to the United States for Captain Lindbergh's plane.

1 was naturally very much pleased with the revort of Colonel Stimson,
former Secretary of War, on his return from Iicaraguas He told me that he would
prepare a short statement and give it to the press, which I think he did and which
covered the vital points that he reported to me. He is very certain that peace
has been entirely reestablisked and all bsnde of any consequence that were en-
geged in warfare in Nicaragua have delivered their arms to the United Stetes
suthorities there, both those that represented the govermment and those that
represented the revolutionasry forces. It was & very excellent accomplishment on
the part of Colonel Stimson and one to which he is antitled to great credite.

I am personally very appreciativeof what he did there and it was a grezt service
to the people of Nicaragua and a service that the people of this country may view
with a good deal of satisfsction, I am sure.

I am appointing Claude M. Henry of South Dakota to be a member of

the Federal Board for Vocational Zducation, vice NeIntosh resigned. Mr. Henry
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is a farmer in South Dazota with banking experience and served in the Spanish
War I think with the rank of Captain.

Press; What are his nclitics?

President: He comes from South Dakota.

Press: The rezson I asked that was because McIntosh was a
democrat.

President: I don't knows I think there is no provision in the
law for any bipartisanship on this Bozrd. I haven't asked him what his politics
are and I don't now.

I haven't had any suggestion, so far as I know, of any person to
appoint as a judge in the place of Frank Andrea who has resigned.

I am expecting to leave Washington, as I have already indicated,

about the middle of Juns.
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Friday, liay 27, 1927.

Xeport of the Newspaper Conference.

No final decision has been made about the zppointment of a United States
District Attorney for the Lastern District of Wisconsine

1 have conferred with the Secretary of War relative to what appropriate
action might be taken by the War Department in recogmition of the services of
Captein Lindbergh, and the Secretary says that they have considered presenting him
vith the Distinguished Flying Cross, which he thought could be done but w=sn't
quite sure about the provisions of the law. Captain Lindbergh is a reserve of-
ficer. And they are also considering what possible promotion misht be given hime

Quite naturally I haven't got so far as to be considerine a list of
people that I may invite to visit me daring the summer. I expect to leave to
review the fleet at Hampton Koads the day before the review. I think the review
comes on the 4th of June. I expect to leave the day before that. It is my
presenf intention to go down on the liayflower.

From such investigation as I have made, I think I can be taken care of
st the Black Hills. Colonel Starling is starting out there today, to make a final
survey and report. I judge thst the executive offices would be at Rapid City,
vhich is a place of about 9,000 inhabitants. I think a little larger than the
town that we were nearest to last summer, Saranac Lake.

Question: Do you expect to use those offices? Will you come back and
forth?

President: Yes. 1 expect to hcld conferences with the newspaper men.

b
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Question: Twice a week?

President: Yes.

It wouldn't be in accordance with diplomatic usage for me to make any
comment on the severence of relations between bngland and Mussiae I haven't any
information about any documents that were found in the London headquarters of the
Soviet.

Here is a question that perhaps I might clarify a little. Does the
gbolition of trade relations between Great Britain and Russia susgest similar ac-
tion on the part of the United States. I judge that question has been asked from
perhaps & little confusion of just what the situation is. Between the British
Government snd the Russian Government there existed the condition of recognition.
There is no such condition between the United States Government and Russia. oOur
people are at liberty to carry on trade with the Zussian people or the Hussian
Government on their own respoansibility and whatever action the British and Russisns
might take toward each other has no effect on the privilege that our people enjoy,
if they wish to, of trading with the Russian Government or the people of Russia.

1 have already indicated that I expect to go to the review of the fleet

on the layflower.
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Tuesday, May 31, 1927,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Here are two or three questions thnt verraps could be answered more
desirably by reference to lir. Slemp's book -~ what is the title of thate?

Press: The llind of the President.

President: The Class is verfect.

Press: Can we use that story?

President: I haven't any objection to it.

One of these nuestions relates to the desire of the United States
Government to have financial help extended to European countries. I have discusseqd
that several times in the different addresses that I think are raported in that
book, and our country has been glad to give its approbation sufficiently through
the action of the various secretaries to private interests that have been pPropos~
ing to lend money for stabilizing currencies for economic development.

I could hardly send any specizl message to the Polish people. It wouldn't
be quite in accordance with the custom of the Presidential office to do that. of
ccurse, it goes without saying that this Government wishes well the Polish Fovern-
ment and the Polish people, and is interested in their welfare, development, and
prosperity, the same as it is in the same things towards other countries in Europe.

1 had noticed some increase in the prices of corn and wheat and oatse
1 took 1t that that was due perhaps to the feeling thst the season was Eackwnrd.
perhaps the crops would not be quite s0 extensive as they were last year. There

is nothing occurs to me that could be said about that in its relation to legis-
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lation, either past or prospective, that hasn't already been saide I have dis-
cussed with some of the members of the Congress the desirability of having the
comni ttees of the House and Senate that would probably have charge of any flood
control bills meet early in order to study the question and perhaps prepare bills.
T understand that those committees are contemplating such action. Of course that
is a matter for them to decide. It isn't a matter over which the rresident has
say official jurisdiction and when they come into session, as I understand they
are proposing to do, I shall direct the Flood Control Commission, the Mississippi
River Commission, and the Enginesring Corps to provide them with such information
as they have and the results of studies which they are now carrying on as fast
as those studies are developed.

It seems to be understood between the War Department and myself that
Captain Lindbergh is to be presented with the fistinguished Flying Cross. He
will, of course, be invited to come to the White House, call on me here in Wash-
ington if he reaches this ecuniry befOre I start West, or if he should reach here
at a later date I should like to have him come to visit me at the Black Eills.
I guite naturally want him to make such arrangements as are agreeable to him,
&8 to what hospitality he will accept, so that is a matter for him and his com-
mittee that supplied him with funds and who are looking after that matter for him
here to determine for themselvess. But I shall of course invite him to come and

visit me.

I have appointed the Secretary of War, the Secretary of the Navy,
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the Postmaster General, and Mr. Hoover will sit in with them, as a comrittee in
charge of preparations for national recognition of Captain Lindbergh's great
achievement and that committee will meet 2t 4:;00 o'clock this afternoons They will
determine whet the National Govermment can do to appropriately partake in some
national celebration of his great feat. We aslso have under contemplation the mat-
ter of promotion, a2nd I expect to appoint him to a higher place in the Heserve
Flying Corps than thot which he aow holds.

Press: Could you say at this time whether or not this recognition will
be in Washington?

President: Well, that is for the committee to decide just where they
will hold that.

Press: There are dispatches from London this morning saying one reason
he was being urged to come buck st this time was becsuse of advices from Wash-
ington.

President: I am glad you mentioned that, because the Secretary of State
mentioned that in the Cabinet meeting and szid that so far as he knew no advices
had been sent. Thst must have referred tc his own committee who have been here
in Washington. Perhaps they have been in commniestion with him. I know in
fact that they did communicate with him by telephone. I don't know whether it was
here or at some other point. My impression was that it was from here and that
mey have been the origin of that story. That wouldn't indicate any official

suggestion from this country.
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Press: Will you personally confer the Distinguished Flying Cross?

President: I think sc. I would like very much to do that.

I have 2 question here about the Treassury surplus and the possible effect
on tax reduction. I can't tell yet just what the surplus will be. It will be a
very comfortable sum and I am going to take thaot up snd discuss it at some length
in the Budget meeting, so that I hardly think I will comment on it now.

I expect to go to the Black Hills. I haven't yet any report from
Colonel Starling since he vwent out there, but other people who have been in here
and pietures I have seen of the location out there indicate to me that it is a
desirable place.

I knew that some parties in New York, I think one of them is Professor
Shotwell, are meking a study of a possible treaty to be negotiated between this
country and other ccuntries on the subject which 1s generally referred to as out-
lawing war, and I had directed that they toke the matter up with the State
Department, which I think is being done. I wouldn't want to hazard any definite
comment on it untll I find cut from the State Department just what is being
pronosed and what the view of the State Department may be. I have referred to
that subject several times in my messages to the Congress. It is one which I have
been very glad to observe is being studied and which I should be very much pleased
to find had been put into a practicable form.

I do not think any movements of liarines in China or any considerable

extent are contemplated. Our main base now is at Shanghai. We may send some more
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karines to Teintsin. That will depend on developments in north China sznd whether
we think that our Legetion and our Diplomatic =nd Consular representatives in that
locality and the Ameriean interests there are in any perile We have in general
contemplation that we shculd remove the Legation from Peking if any general disorder
develops iﬁ that neighborhcod, because that is a long ways from the coast,
comparatively over there, difficult of access, and therefore difficult to protect.
It would be very much easier to take care of our interests if our Embassy and the
people connected with it -- I mean the Legation -- was brought down where it would
have better access to the ses.

lr. Hoover is working out plans for flood relief, and as he has pointed
out to me there is quite a difference bbtween flood relief and flood reconstruc-
tion, I could only speak of that in general terms, of the desire that the
Government has through its agencies, and which the Red Cross is manifesting, and
which I have also taken up with the United States Chamber of Commerce and Mr.
Mleyer, the head of the Farm Loan Board, to cooperate in securing funds for relief
and for recomstruction. I have this mornine sent & communication to NMr. Pierson,
Fresident of the United States Chamber of Commerce, making suggestions to him
about raising some more money to finance the Credit Corporations that are being
formed in the three most interested states. I think they have already secured
subscriptions of about §1,750,000, and they need outside help of about the same
amount. I am asking the Chamber of Commerce to do what it can to secure sub-
seriptions of that kind from the outeide btusiness interests around the country.

That will make & broader base on which the Federal Farm Loan RBoard and so on can
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extend their credit to the inundated srea.

1 have already spoken of what is being done about Captain Lindbergh.
I hope that he will be able to reach Washington before I £0 away.

I haven't seen the Goldsmith open letter which is said to have been ad-
dressed to me and which has been published in Canada. Without eriticising in any
way the writing and publishing of letters of that kind in forelgn countries -- it
is perfectly proper, our own citizens do it here znd citizens of other countries
can very properly do that in thelr own lands -- I think some of you reeall that
Clemenceau wrote a letter of that kind sither last summer or two years ago, but
it isn't rossible for the President to make public comment on letters of that
kinds I assume that it has something to do about our Government. But we have
official methods of communication with the Governments of other countries and it
is necessary for the President to keep within that bound, to ecarry on our diplo-
matic intercourse through duly appointed representatives, rather than to under-
take to guide it through statements given to the press.

I am expecting to go down to review the Fleet, as the press already
knows. I have conferred with the Secretary of the Navy this morning about making
arrangements to take care of the press. They will be taken cut from some ap-
propriate point and either stay on the boat that takes them out or go on one of
the battleshipss I use battleship only in a general term -- one of the ships
of the Fleet thut will be located at that point to give them every possible as-
sistance in properly reporting the review. I hope we may have good weather and

that the press anticipates the enjoyment of it as much as I do.
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Can you say where the Peking Legation may be moved to?

president: I can't say yet. MNay possibly go to Shanghai, or some other

location.




Tuesday, June 7, 1927.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Of course, I can't speak 28 =n expert repcrding the aprearance of
the fleet at the review which I attended last Saturday. I was naturally
very much impressed with the fine appearance that was made by the fleet, both
in the large number of vessels that passed by and in their generally ef-
ficient appearance. We had but a few of our deztroyers there. We have a
great many of them. We have & good many battleships and cruisers and an
airplane carrier and & hospital ship, which is the only hospital ship in
the world which was built exclusively for that purpose in serving a national
navy. 1 den't think that any cne cculd have viewed the parade of the ships
thet went by with the knoﬁledge that it was only a rart of cur fleet, without
realizing that we have, as everyone kxnows, one of the most powerful navies
in the world.

I am not planning any stops on my trip West, other than the one at
Hemmond, Indiana. I don't mean by that that there will not be stops which
will be more or less incidental. I am expecting to make a2 short stop at
Pierre, South Dakota, more or less informal, where the Governor and some of
the State officials wish to come to the train to extend their greetings.
1 presume there will be scme incidental stops of that nature, people coming
to stations where the train is stopping to take water or something of that
kind.

No final decision has been made about keeping our Legation at
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Peking. It will depend upon the development of ccnditions there. Peking
is difficult of access in case of any disorder or military disturbance at
that point, so that we had formed a plen some time zgo that if danger
threatened that point we would move the Legation down where it could be more
easily taken care of. That matter is more or less in the hands of Admiral
Williams, who will advise us and keep us informed as to what is necessary
to be done to protect our people.

1 have already extended half hclidays for the Govermment employees
to the very closely breaking point. It was done at their request. So that
I am not expecting toc have another addition to iﬂ their half heolidays because
Captain Lindbergh is going to be in Washington on Saturday next. He isn't
to arrive here until 12:00 c'clock. It is now planned to have the ceiamony
bestowing the Distinguished Flying decoration upon him something like an hour
after his arrival. I am advising the Departments, however, that those of
their people that are not needed to keep the departments rumning will be
permitted to go out at 128:00 o'clocke That will give them plenty of time
to attend the cre- ceremonies which will be at 1:;00.

I have reappointed Commissioner Hill of the Shipping RBoard; that is,
given him a recess appointment, his term being about to expire.

I do not think any plans have been made about a reception to Mr.
Chamberlin when he returns. No information has reached me about the time of

his return. S0, quite naturally, nothing has been done in relation to it.
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There has been no exchange of correspondence between this Government a2nd the
German Government, or any of the cities over there, of which I have dognizance,
relative to the flight of the plane that reached Germany, other than the mes-
sage that was sent by me thrcugh the State Department which has already been
made rTublic.

I think from rerorts that have be=n made to me by the Department
of Justice, I may be able to appoint ome or two more Jjudges before I leave
for the summer. I think not more than two and possibly not more than ands,

Senator Smoot, I believe, is coming in to see me tcmorrow. Perhaps
he will have scmething to say about calling Congress together a little before
its regular session in December. The invistigation and plans for flood con-
trol have not yet reached any point where I have thought it was necessary
to give consideration to any early convening of the Congress. It will be
necessary for us to see what progress is made in the plans for that purposé,
though considering the probability thst any plans that are perfected would
require several years for their execution and that the matter of a month or
two would be of little consequence, it might not appear when all the informa-
tion is assembled that there is any particular reason for an early session.
I assume though, that the main reason for starting a session early would be
in order to have an opnortunity for the Congress to act on the considersble
amount of business th-t will come before it, and at the same time give it an

at
opportunity to adjourn at the usual early reriod/which the Congress likes to
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ad journ when the House and a third of the Senate are up for reelection.

I think I am having a2 reception, or rather the usual garden party,
or whatever designation is properly given tc it, for the ex-service men that
are in the different hospitals about the city on the 10th. 1Is it the 10th?

| Press: The 9th, Thursday.
- President: I was going to say that if it came on the 10th I felt

certain it would be over in'time so that we could have our usual afternoon

conference.
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Friday, Judfe 10, 1927,
Report of the Newspaper Confarence.

I expect to receive all those that come to see me to transact busi-
1es8 at the offices that we shall establish at Rapid City during the summer. I
jresume that a good many people will call on me at the State Game Lodges It would
be & 1ittle difficult to say Just what arrangements we eaon make about thet until
[ get out there. Very likely it will be quite largely my practice to o down to
the office in the morning and probsbly stay there until some time in the afternoon.
It would be more convenient for those that come to call on me to see me there, be-
tanse that is where they would arrive coming in on the train. But I have no doubt
that we shall see a great meny people at the State Game Lodge. 1t is entirely
égreeable to me to refer to the place where we shall live as the State Game Lodge.
‘hat is the name under which 1t is imown in South Dakotas. I think we might very
well continue that name.

1 have been inquired of by different persons about the probability
of the location of the next Hepublican National Convention. I should think that
five or six,perhaps more people, that are interested in particular cities have men-
tioned the matter to me. I have told them that of course it is a matter for the
fational Committee to decide and that they will not make any decision until they
meet here in Washington next December, that it seemed to me that it would be a
proper procedure for the different municipalities that would like to have the
lonvention come to their city to mske their applicationsto the Cormittee, who will
file them,and they will present at the proper time the correspondence of the

different localities and in that way extend their invitationy that I have no cholce
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about it at the present time. I think it is a matter that the Committee should very
largely decide. 1 think that is substantially 211 the comment that I have made to
pite & number of people that have asked me about it.

I haven't laid out any program for Saturday, other than which has
been announced. I expect to be at the stand on the Monument grounds when Lindbergh
irrives there. Those members of the Cabinet that are not on the Committee, the
(omittee consists of the secretary of War, the Fostmaster General, and the Secretary
of the Navy = Secretary Hoover was to sit in with them but is still in the South
end will not be able to be present - that Committee will g0 to the Navy Yard to meet
lolonel Lindbergh. I suppose that his mother, Mrs. Lindbergh, has already reached
wr residence. I understand that the plan is for her to go down to the Navy Yard
to meet her son, and that she and her son will ride under escort asnd take a part
in the parade in one of the White House cars. Then there will be the short exer-
tises at the Nonument grounds. I have a2 few remarks to mske there conferring uwpon
folonel Lindbergh the Distinguished Flying Cross. After that we shall return to
the White House accompanied by the Colonel and his mother. Now, what other program
has been armanged for him during the afternoon and evening, I think has already been
pablished. I don't know just what the desires of his mother and the Colonel may
e for Sundaye I think there is some program laid out for that day. Mrs. Coolidge
md I shall attend church as usual, I expect. I think that some program has been
laid out for him so th:t he will probably not accompany us to church. I think they
tgve a very well thought out program for his entertainment while he is here in the

tity, and that there is every probability that he will be given a royal welcome.
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Question: Do we understund that out at South Dakota you are to keep
regular office hours? Are you coming in every day?

President: I think so. There may be some days I shall not come in,
jt that will be my practice, substantially the same as I did in the Adirondacks

1la8t yeaT.
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Friday, June 17, 1927,
Rapid City, S. D.
Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't any plan at the present time for conferences out here on
any particular subjects. I have no doubt that during the summer I shall see
many representatives here of different interests, industrial, agricultural, and
commercial. But I haven't any plan about that now.

I think Mr. Sanders has already notified you that on Friday I had
planned to have my conference at 11:45. Now, that is for release for the
Saturday morning pasrers. It will be more convenient for the members of the
press that are to be here, both to get their stories off early and insure their
reaching their destination in the East in time for the regular publications on
Saturday morning. On Tuesdays I think we will have our conferences here soon
after 9:00 o'clock, perhaps half past nine. I have my breakfast so that I can
easily get in at that time and that will be for release for the sfternoon
papers.

Press: Is it thoroughly understood that no information given at the
11:45 conferences shall go out at all, except for the morning papers on Satur-
day? In other words, no tips to be routed up to get in the afternoon papers?

President: Yes.

Press: Of course, 9:30 seems rather early, but even that is 12;30
in the Eastern cities, on account of daylight savings. S0 the earlier to 9:00
o0'clock the better.

President: Ve will do the best we can about that.
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I have a very fine location out at the State Game Lodge. 1 think
most of you have besn out there. It is Just exactly what I like. I had a fine
and pleasant trip across the coeuntry. 1 was very much interested in seeing the
country that I was able to see on my trip out. Some of the people that came
dovm to the station I wasn't able to see very well beczuse about the station
there is a great cloud of dust that comes up. That is because the ground
around there is used to bring freight in for shipment and take freight out,
and the so0il is pulverized and soft snd oftentimes I would go out on the back
platform to see the pecrle that were standing at the station and all I would be
able to see when I got out there was a cloud of dust, I couldn't see them
and I suppose they couldn't see me.

I was also sorry I didn't mow when we went through Madison, Wis.

I understand there was quite a crowd down there to pay their respects to our
party. They were only able to see the train go throughe I didn't know when
we were going through there, otherwise I should have been most anxious to get
cut on the back platform.

I want to express my appreciation especially to the people of this
locality for the many things that fhey have done to gake arrangements here
that are convenient for my party and myself. They have been especizally hos-
pitable and helpful.

The trout that I caught yesterday were rainbow troute I never hap-

pened to catch any of those before. They are a very good game fish to catch
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and very good fish for the table. I thought my first fishing trip in the hills
was attended with very excellent luck.

I am expecting to attend the celebration at Deadwood when they have
their celebration there the first few days in August. There was a committee in
this morning from Deadwood to invite us up there. I am going up there.

1 am not contemplating any trips West from here, or any other trips
except such as I may maxe about by automobile

The only information I have about the study that is being made
relative to possible consolidations in the Internal Hevenue offices is that
which has already been published. I knew the Internal Revenue Department
were maging some studies there to see if it was possible to make consolidations
which would lessen expenses and at the same time maimtain adequate service,
and I understand they are looking into that subject.

There are no developments, so far as I am sware, in the French
proposal rélative to outlawing war. 1 think the Secretary of State has already
announced that he has sent some message or a note to France relative to ite
Has he not made an announcement of that kind?

Press; Yes sir.

I haven't any information relative to Ambassador Sheffield that has
not already been made public. He is returning to this country to be present
at the Yale Commencement, and I think possibly may visit me out here.

Press: You may wish to express to some of our gentlemen the rule

about quoting the President?
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President: Well, I assumed that the committee of the White House
press conference had made that plain.

Nr. Lambert; They have all been told, Mr. President:

President: That is the rule. These conferences are held for the
purpose of giving newspaper men just in a brief way some idea of what the
President has in mind in WHdf order that they may write intellicently concern-
ing the transaction of the business of the (overnment, and it is the rule that
the President is not to be quoted. The ideal way for reports of these con-
ferences is for the members of the press to send out reports on their own
responsibility that such and such are the facts.

Press: I wonder if we couldn't use your expression Lhat "this is
Just exactly what I like"regarding the lodge.

President: Yes, you may guote that.

Press: 4nd the expression of appreciation to the people?

President: Yes, you may say that the President has expressed his
appreciation.

Press: 4nd in regard to Madison?

President: Yes, you can say that the President expressed his regret,
if you want to de that.

Press: When you give us an advance speech in Washington, we under-
stand that no part of it is to be used for developing the same news elsewhere

in advance of your speech.
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President: Well, that is what ought to be done, but it happened on
the speech that I gave out that was celivered at the Budget msftmmx meeting
that some things came cut at the Treasury, and I rather that it hzdn't come
out just at that time. I was going to say that after the President writes a
speech and gives it out, it isn't expected that the press would go to one of
the departments and ask questions that would develop the same line of thought
that is in the :peech.

Press: Will you make a speech or say a few words tomorrow to the
Editors?

President: I presume I may make = few remarks. I don't think I am
going to write out anything. I guess I will have to depend on you to report
that.

Press: Have you accepted any invitation to Church?

President: I have noticed there is a Congregationsl Church at
Hermosa. Very lixely we shall go to church there. That seems to be the HEXXIE

nearest one.
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Tuesday, June 21, 1927.
Rapid City, S« D.,

Report of the Newspaper Conferecnce.

I am not certain whether General Wood will come here, but I expect
him to. I imagine it will depend scmewhat on the state of the General's
health vwhen he reaches this ccuntry. I conferred with the Secretary of War
relative to huving the General visit me here and he will be notified on his
arrival in this country that I would be pleased to receive him here at any
time he wishes to come.

I have had a message from Ambassador Sheffield that he would be
pleased to come ocut here any time after the JUth of June. I have advised
him that I would be pleased to have him come whenever it suited ris conven-
ience and that I would like to have him bring Mrs. Sheffield with him if
their engsgements are such that it will be ccoavenient for her to come.

I don't know that I have any immediate trips in mind. I am going
over this morniné after this conference, as you probsbly azlready know, to
visit the National Guard that is in camp just outside the city. I suppose
the members of the press will attend with me. I would be very much pleased
to have them go over.

'

I have only had the report from the Naval Conference that came
through the A.P. since it convened. It wouldn't be possible to Judge any-
thing of the progress until each of the countries have presented their views

and there has been some opportunity for discussion. I understood the rlan
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was to have the conference come to order vesterday. I wasn't technically
correct, by the way, that I had not received any report from the Naval Con-
ference. 1 did get a direct feport from the Secretary of State that has
probably been given out to the morning papers.
Press: That is the text of the American plan?

President: No, what came was some message of good will from the

Conference to me for having cailed the conference.

Question: May we have that today?

President: Yes, it is here now. Just & short message. But to go
back to what I was saying, the Conference would be opened and cur Ambassador
would make the ovening address, as the Conference was called by the United
States, and either at that time or soon after probably present whatever plans
we have to present, the other countries would present their plans, and then
the conference would be cpened for discussion and committee work.

I don't kmow enough about the necessity or desirability of a
municipal airport in the District of Columbia to say anything about it that
would be very helpful. I don't see offhand why, when we have a field thers
both for the Army and the Navy, that those two fields could not be used for
alrport purposes. But there may be some reason why that isn't advisable.
The matter of airports, generally speaking, is one for localities, not one
for the United States Govermment. I think we have refrained in all

instances from undertaking to establish United States airports, the ports

01376




e
being provided wherever we have flying by the local municipalities, and I
assume it is on that theory that it is proposed to have a municipal airport
for the District of Columbia, which would be a City of Washington airport as
distinguished from a United States Govermment airport. The distinction 1is
somewhat fine in this case, of course, but there is a difference between
what is done by the City of Washington &nd the Combissioners and so on, and
what is done by the United States Government.

Question: I imagine the Comméssioners in starting this now want
to get the item in the budget.

President: Of course, all the appropriations for the City of Wash-
ington are made by the Congress, but still they are municipal appropriations
and supported not only out of the United States treasury but out of soms
local taxation. I should be, so far as I can see, willihg to take the
opinicn of the Commissioners in Washington, if they think it would be neces-
sary end desirable and convenient to have a municipal airport for the District
of Columbia. I don't see any reason why I shouldn't be willing to mske such
a recomrendation to the Congress for an appropriation: though I imagine it
woudd be necessary for us t0 get a bill through the Congress providing for an
airport, and afterward I could make & recommendation for an appropriation.

I didn't know where they expected to place it. I suppose the matter has been

canvassed of using the Army or Navy field.
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Friday, June 24, 1927.
Report of the lewspaper Confermnce.

I haven't any information about the Great Fells water power progect in
Washington, other then what has already been made public in the press. 1 recall
that that was debated in the Senate while L was Vice President. he only thing
I could suggest would be that if an application has been filed with the rederal
Power Commission that it will be teken up and disposed of by that Commission in the
regular course of its business.

There are no new developments about the possibility of a special session.
As I have indicated to the conference the other day, until 1 indicate that 1 have
determined to call a special session of the Congress you will be perfectly safe in
saying that there isn't to be any. VWhat I mean by that is that I do not wish to
neke any commitments in favor of calling a special session, and L don't know what
may develop in relation to it,

I have no doubt that interest in aviation will be stimulated by the
recent trans-Atlantic flights., L think I have suggested at previous conferences
that this country is doing more in the way of commercial aviation than any other
country. While I don't think we are carrying so many passengers, perhaps, &s are
carried in some ol the foreign countries, our commercial aviation is covering
very much larger mileage. That of course includes our air meil service. L am not
enough of an expert on aviationto form any judgment that is worth while on what
the efliect will be on the art, as the result of the experience that has been

secured from the Urans-Atlantic flights, ‘hat goes more into the realm of
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pechenics than anything else. 1t indicates, of course, that the modern plane is
cepable of a very sustained flight in relation to time and mileage. L do not think
that it developed anything new relative to military operations. Any effective
military planes would have to be of a range which, compared with the Yrans-Atlantic
flight, would be rather short. 1 think perhaps those that saw the review of the
fleet wnich was held a short time before 1 left Vashington woulid get there a very
good idea of the general use that is being made of airplanes in naval operations.
I expect that General Wood will return to the Philippines and remain

there indefinitely as Covernor General, He is going from here to VWashington,
I think, to have a conference with the War Department end he is going to liew York
to attend to some personal business of his. 1 believe he is also planning to make
& short stop in Chicago. le is at the Lodge and would be pleased to see the news-
peper men any time this aiternoon. I think he is leaving there about a quarter to
five. His train leaves Custer about 5:30, So that if you wish to see him you could
come ocut after lunch, reacining there about 3:00 o'clock. L had expected that he
would come here to Rapid City, because 1 realized that it would be a Little more
convenient to the newspaper men, and L knew you wished to see him, but he is having
dgome difficulty about his railroad cer and decided it would be better to have that
stop at Custer and he came in from that direction,

| I don't know whether Ambassador Herrick will come out here while he is
in this country. 1 think it is somewhat doubtful, though he may. I haven't any

plan about that at the present time. I do not think he is coming here with any
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plans for a new treaty between thls country and rrance relative to the suggestion
of outlawing war. I never heard of any such thing and 1 think it is entirely im-
probable that such is the case. ‘here have been no developments about that. 1
think you had a report from the ofIfice of the Secretary of State relative to the
nture of the response thet he made to Freance that our country would be glad to
know what plans they had and that they could be devéloped when Ambassador Herrick
returns to France and when the l'rench Ambassador keturns to America .

L thought the saval Conference ai Geneva started off very well and of
the proposals that were made by the three govermments each of them indicated very
clearly that they were very sincere in their desire for further naval limitations.
L don't care to discuss the details of them while the conference is going on,
becauge it oftén happens that in the somewhat informel methods of discussion here
in the conference when the reports are carried abroad they are given quite a 4if -
ferent impression from what L had intended to give to the conference. So while the
conference is in session 1 shall not underteke to discuss in detail the questions
that it has before it.

i think the press is informed of all the guests ol importance that are
to come up to the Lodge in the Iuture. Several people write tq me nearly every
day suggesting that they would like to see me and L am indicating to them that
L would be pleased to see tham here a2t any time. Quite maturally we didn't
give out that information here because it isn‘t known whether the people to whom
L have made that suggestion are going to come or not amd there will not be any

informetion about people that ere to come to the vodge except those that have
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weepted invitations to come. wvi course, any one that 1 send an invitation to and
sk to come here will come, but those who are merely in this region might not feel

!tue same about it as they would if they got a special request from me to come and
|

meke me a visit.
L haven't decided when 1 will return to VWashington. L suppose that will

be & stock question from now on. sStock questions are kept going even after the

sdjournmment of the Congress.

There isn't anything L can say about possible tax reduction that i did

|
f
‘not say in my budget address. I realize that, ol course you do, that the matter
|
]of texation is peculiarly ome for the hiouse of Representatives, and Chairman

| (reen end the Comuittee on Vays and lleans ol the House 1s looking into the problen,
|

assembling informetion and undertaking to meke a survey ol the situation to see

Wt is required.

I do not see how 1 can go to the farmers' picnic, 1 have infwxmxx invi-
tations to two farmers' picnics. The one at Ardmore is the one 1 am expecting to
attend. That is a Federal project and an experiment station, especially devoted
to experimentation in dry faming. L have never seen anything of that kind and
thought I would like very much to go down and lovk it over to see what it includes
and what it is doing, what prOggss it is meking, and as they are to have & picnic
there on the 16th of July the people thei‘e thought that would be an acceptable
time for me to come. ‘he attendance at that time would be not only from South

Dakota, but irom Wyoming, Colorado L think, and Lebraska.

01381




5.

Question: Will you speak, Wr., President?

President: No, I don't expect to make any address down there. I don't
think they have speakers at that occasion.

1 don't know whether 1 have changed any in weisht since 1 have reached
the Black hills. 1 am heavy enough. 1 don't desire to get any heavier and,
perhaps, rumming through the fields may reduce my weight a 1little. Lf it did, 1
shouldn't regret it at alls L find the general eilect oI this climate and surround-
ings to be good.

i don't have in mind any linnesota farm organizatibn leaders that are com-
ing here. It may be that some one has writtem in that they would like to come and
see me, who is a farm organization leader, that 1 didn't happen to recognize as sulch.
Do yow know of any, Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: No.

Erexidenty

Question: Mr. Fresident, there is a report to the effect that some kiinn,
delegation is to come here? A man named Reed is connected with it.

Question: J. . Reed, President of the ilinnesota rarm Bureau rederation?

President: 1 have had commnications come in from several different
quarters that they had an orgenization, 1 don't think it has been a farm orgen-
ization, that was contemplating a trip into this region and asking for an opportunity
to see me. L have responded to such suggestions that L would be very glad to have

them come. There may be something of that kind. 1 don't recell it now. mir.
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Sanders has had a number of suggestions of that nature from pecple that wanted to
make an automobile trip or something of that kind, very mach like the Edilor's
sssociation, the newspaper men thet came the other day. 1 expect to have more or
less of them coming off and on during the summer,

Guestion: It isn't to be a formal farm conference in any sence of the
wordr

President: Not that L know of. low, it may be that he had written to
me vhen I was in Washington and we told him that we would be pleased to have him
come end call on me while L was here. ‘the South Dakota legislafure is an example
0oi what I just had in mind. IV is coming tomorrow, about 1:30, about the game
place that the newspsper asscciation was.

Question: At 3:00 o'clock we may see General Wood?

President: Yes.
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Tuesday, June 28, 1927,
Rapid City, S« D.

Repert of the lewspaper Conference,

I am not certain whether any siggestion has come into the orfice rela-
tive to an investigation of the corn products schedules oif the customs tariff.
Something of that kind may have come in. If it did, it would be referred in the
usual course of business to the Tariff Commission.

I don't know of any change in the policy that has been recently pursued
toward the Philippine Islands as a result of the visit of General Wood. The
Cerersl met with an uncomiortable and somewhat painful accident on his way over,
an injury to his ribs, but not anything serious. I was very glad to see that his
general health was so good and very much encairaged with the report that he gave
me in relation to conditions in the Islaxds., The gereral result is I think that
there has been an accepiance on the part of the Filipinos of the present policy
toward the Islands, and 1 think that change has resulted in the feeling of sta-
bility. I have all the time advised the Philippine people 1o show their capacity
for self-governmemt Dy a careful administration of the fundamentel law oi the
Islands, which is the Jones law, the orgemic law we call it, and apparently they
are wholeheartedly undertaking to pursue that policy. I think General Wood
pointed out to you that some 99% of the administration of the Islands is in the
hends of the Filipinos. They hold almost all of the offices and carry on almost
all the govermment. They are in that happy condition ol having virtually self=-
government without the responsivility for protvection and national defense and so

on that usually has to be shouldered Fﬂ?fé%le who have seli-government.
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1l don't know which one of my cabinet olficers may be the firgt to come
here. Secretary Hoover told me that he was expecting to go West some time in the
near future to Califormnia, and L sugsested tlet either going out or on his reiurn,
I think Mrs, Hoover will accompany him, that I would be pleased {0 have him here.
I don't know of anything now that is likely to bring Postmaster General New here.
Question: Secretary Davis is in St. Paul this week. I was wondering if he was
coming over?

President: I haven't any informetion about that. Do you kndw what time
or what day he is to be there?

Questioner: Wedresday, I think.

President: Which Davis?

Questioner: Labor.

President: I would like very much to have him come and visit me here.
0f course, while he is on a trip to St. Paul, I don't know whether he has time to
come or not. I wish you would keep that in mind lir. Sanders and drop him a wire
that I would be glad to have him come here if his arrangements are such that he
cen do so without inconvenience to the public business.

To return to the Philippines for & moment, General Wood and I discussed
very briefly the establishment of some ceniral bureau that would have charge or all
our insular possessions. That is not emactly & new thought. It was included in
the reorgsmnization bill which the Congress never got around %o act on. There they

were placed umier the Secretary oif State. I recall that Secretary Hughes said
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he wasn't anxious to undertake the administration oi insuler possessions, but of

course if it seemed best to put it in his department he would undertake that service.
I have never given the matter a great deal of study. As far as I had thought of

it at all, it had seemed to me that the Department of the Interior, which is the
department that has always had charge of our territorial and disconnected possessions
like Alaske mizht be the logical place to put the administration of our insular
possessions, the only difference being there tlat those territories that have been
in the Department of Interior have been a pert of the United States in a little

more intinete and a different way than our insular possessions are, because it is
always understood that those territories that were under the Department of Interior
would very soon come into statehood, which they all have now, with the exception of
Alasks, Of course the Department of the Interior still has the administration of
the great tracts of public lands belonging to the United States, and it is also

the department that looks after our Imdian aiffeirs., The Indian Bureau is in the
Department ol the Interior. I don't want to be understood as making eny criticism
whg tever of the policy of having the administration of the insulser affairs in the
Army and the Navy. That grew up maturally. They came to us as the result of the
war with Spain, were taken over by military activities, and at first had a military
government. It was quite natural thet someone in the Armmy or Navy should be
appointed as the Civil Governor when the civil government was established, and in
that way the administration grew into the Army end Navy and has remasined there,

and trat administration has been, ol course, exceedingly successful. OOf course,
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 the fact remains that our Army and Navy are established for the purpose of maticnal
defense and not for the purpose ol administering insular possessions. Some time
'ttt will be changed and the insular possessions will be put under a civil dureau.

Questions Do you expect to make a recommendation to that efiect in your
next annual message?

President: I hardly know about that now, I think I have made a recom-
~mendation that was virtuelly that in some of my liesseges.
| Question: In your comment to the Congress with Carmmi Thompson's report,
didn't you say that?
| President: That is what I think, though I submitted the report of
;Colonel Thompson for the iniformation of the Congress. It came, as you will recsall,
after my anmal message t0 the Congress had been sent in, and it is my recollection
that when 1 submitted the report of Colonel Yhompson L said it was submitted for
the nrormation of the Concress and that in its general terms it was very much in
harmony with what I had said in my Message.

/I don't see any reason now why Secretary Kellogg or Secretary Wilbur will
find it necessary to come here and discuss developmenis at Geneva. Something of
that kind might occur, but L don't see anything of that nature at the present timi
I em advised that Lieutenants liaitland and Hackenourger oif the Amy Air Service
have started from San Framcisco this morning to fly to Hawaii. Lieutenant (Commander
Rogers,was not that his name? Yes. As I had occasion to say in the little word of
welcome that I gave to Colonel Lindbergh, mede a flight long enocugh to have taken

him to Hawaii, but because he happened tt:}[._ﬁeﬁgf?f his course at the latter end of the
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the flight he did not strike the land at Hawaii but landed in the ocean. It is my
recollection that he landed to the north, His direction was given him by radio, and
 he took it to mean that he was south of the directing ship, =md so turned iurther
north, which took him off his course. He stayed in the air long enough and far
enough, but because he was off his course didn't =idke strike the Island, so that
- from that previous experience I should judge that there is very good reason to ex-
pect that these Amy of ficers will be able to reach their objective.
///r I have two or three inquiries about the Geneve Conference. As I indicated
 before, I don't wish to discuss that here, the reason being that at these informal
conferences the result micht be a misepprehension especially abroad in the press
a8 to what I might say. The place to get definite and specific and certein in-
formation about our attitude on cuestions which are before the Geneva Confercnce
 ig from our representatives al Geneva. If, parenthetically, I may say that the
time comes that I may say anything that might help out the representatives of the
:\Eress here in their dispatches, of course L will be glad to do that.
& 1 have appointed & Register oi the Treasury —- that has been given out.
1 rather thought when 1 extended the hali holidays to include June, July
and August, that the better policy was to have more hall holidays rather than
fewer wnole holidays. It secems o me thet 1 there are to be Iull Saturday holi-
days during the summer that they should bpe provided by law of Congress. There is

constant request coming to the Executive Ofiices and the different deparinments

for holidays, and while we try %0 be liberal about it, especially in cases of
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of emergency like the death ol some man who is important, or suen an occasion &8 we
had when Colonel Lindbergh revurned, I think the matter of holidays is a question
that ought to be settled by the Congress rather thamn to be left to the discretion
of the Executive. 1 have forgotten what the expense of a half holiday is to the
Departments in Washington, but it runs into hundreds of thousands oif dollars. Vhile
it makes no difference to those who are on time work, those who are on piece work =
and we have gquite a considerable mnumber oi them = if they are laid ol il for a half day
of course they lose their compenssiion.

I hope you are all enjoying this climte and the surroundings here as mach
as I am. There are a great many things to write avout here in the Black Hills, and
II am going to make this suggestion %o you lfor whet it may be worth. We shall be
here Tor some weeks, and I think you will find that at the end of your stay here
that your work will be more satisfactory ii you take up some particular thing and
write a very good story about it, and at a leter Time pass on to something else,
rather than try to include almost everything in one story.
//ﬁ Question: 7You said you didn't want to discuss informelly the Geneva
gitvation. Do you think you might be able 10 sey something formal which we might
be able to use?

Pregsident: Well, that is a possibility, but it would be mostly ol a
negative character if I did mnything ol that kind, because I don't want to have
arise here a conifusion ol counsel and have reports in the foreign press that the

President has said this, that, and the other thing, which might be construed to

be opposed to the stand our delegates have taken, because I have every coniidence
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in them and tiey lave Ill and explicit instructions, eand while L have said that

' Iwill be glad at any time to help out the press here, I do want the publicity

thet is to be given out o be given out by oar delegates there and then there won't
be any coniusion about it.
Question: Is it fair to assume that they might get new instructions
that they didn't have beiore thsy leit &s regards Japsn, or perhaps Great Britain?
President: 1 don't know about that. I don't want to mske any comment

about that. Anything that the delegates, our delegates, ask instructions about,

 instructions will be given,

N
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