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The surplus f o r the f i s c a l year of $398,000,000 was j u s t about what we 

had f i g u r e d i t would "be. Sometimes some money comes i n t h a t hasn't been ex­

pected and sometimes there i s some that has "been expected and i t doesn't 

come u n t i l a f t e r the 30th of June* But the surplus was secured, of course, 

by very c a r e f u l management of expenditures and w i l l enable us to r e t i r e 

about $900,000,000 of the indebtedness f o r the f i s c a l year which would mean 

a reduction i n i n t e r e s t of some over $35,000,000. You can see how important 

that i s , i f you r e c a l l that t hat i s about the amount we expect to appropriate 

yea r l y f o r the purpose of t a k i n g care o f the f l o o d r e l i e f i n the M i s s i s s i p p i 

V a l l e y . 

I don't know that there i s anything r e l a t i v e to my v i s i t w i t h Dr. Work 

yesterday that he hasn't already given you. He i s r e t i r i n g from the 

Cabinet -and handed me h i s r e s i g n a t i o n to take e f f e c t at i t s acceptance. I 

expect to accept i t very soon. I haven't taken any d e f i n i t e a c t i o n r e l a t i v e 

to the appointment of h i s successor. The Department i s very w e l l manned wi t h 

a s s i s t a n t s and subordinates and can go along p e r f e c t l y a l l r i g h t , i f a short 

time elapsed between Dr. Work's r e s i g n a t i o n and the appointment of h i s suc-

cesor. 

I have no d e f i n i t e engagement to meet Mr. Hoover. I have no information 

of any k i n d or d e s c r i p t i o n as to whether he i s coming here. I should assume, 

though, that i f he was coming he would say something to me about i t . I want 

to thank the press correspondents here f o r t h e i r b i r t h d a y c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s . I t 

was very n i c e , I assure you, to r e c e i v e them. I am having a wonderfully 

pleasant time up here. I hope the correspondents are e q u a l l y f o r t u n a t e . 
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I am going to have the Fri d a y conference h e r e a f t e r at 10:30, so 

that I w i l l he ahle to get home to lunch. 

Of course, I have given some thought to a successor to Dr. Work, 

but haven't yet determined about any one. 

I presume some recommendations have come i n r e l a t i v e to a successor 

to Judge Smith of the Board of Customs Appeals, but I haven't any of them i n 

mind j u s t now. When there i s a vacancy of that k i n d i t i s q u i t e reasonable 

to suppose that d i f f e r e n t suggestions are made. I haven't had an opportunity 

to take up the matter y e t . There i s no p a r t i c u l a r h u r r y about i t . 

I don't know of any p e t i t i o n coming here r e l a t i v e to clemency f o r 

Malcolm Howard, a colored man that has been sentenced to be executed i n the 

D i s t r i c t of Columbia Monday. The p e t i t i o n would n a t u r a l l y go to the Dept. of 

J u s t i c e . 

Mr. Sanders; Nothing has come here, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . 

P r e s i d e n t : I haven't made any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about going to 

Cannon P a l l s , Minnesota, on the 29th of J u l y . I t i s p o s s i b l e that I may go 

over there, but not to make any extended address i f I go. I might speak 

eight or 10 minutes, but q u i t e n a t u r a l l y I came up here to get a l i t t l e 

r e s p i t e from the ordinary procedure of making speeches and so on, and I don't 

want to 8 t a r t i n on i t . 

Secretary K e l l o g g i n d i c a t e d that he would come up here some time. 

1 don't know j u s t when he i s coming. No f i n a l arrangement has been made about 

i t . 



There are q u i t e a good many people i n g e n e r a l under c o n s i d e r a t i o n f o r 

Secretary o f I n t e r i o r and S e c r e t a r y of Commerce, but nobody i n p a r t i c u l a r . 

I don't know j u s t when I s h a l l accept S e c r e t a r y Work's r e s i g n a t i o n . S e c r e t a r y 

Hoover's r e s i g n a t i o n , which was g i v e n out the other day, has been r e c e i v e d and 

w i l l be accepted. J u s t what date, I don't know y e t . 

I haven't d e f i n i t e l y accepted, as I s a i d the other day, the i n v i t a t i o n 

to go to Cannon F a l l s on J u l y 29th. I would l i k e t o go over to Minnesota 

some time when I am here, and that seems to be an agreeable time and an i n t e r ­

e s t i n g o c c a s i o n , so t h a t I t h i n k I may go, but haven't f i n a l l y decided. I f 

I do go, I s h a l l go by t r a i n , so members of the press here t h a t might want 

to go w i t h me w i l l have accommodations of t h a t k i n d . 

I do not t h i n k t h a t a t the present time I have any i n t i m a t i o n s from members 

of the Cabinet or members o f the House and the Senate t h a t they w i l l v i s i t me 

here, but of course there w i l l be v i s i t s of t h a t k i n d running through the sum­

mer. 

Question: When do you expect General Lord? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , I am not sure when he comes. I should t h i n k some time 

around the f i r s t of August. 'Ihe estimates come i n from the Departments on 

the 15th o f J u l y and they w i l l have to be gone over by him, but I should sup-

to 
pose i t couldn't be e a r l i e r than the 1st of August and i t might run on the 15th. 

I have commuted the sentence of Malcolm Howard, a c o l o r e d man t h a t 

was sentenced t o be executed i n the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia, t o l i f e imprisonment 

i n some p e n e t e n t i a r y to be designated by the Attorney General. 



I am rather expecting to attend the opening of the Head of the Lakes 

Baseball Tournament on J u l y 26th. I have an i n v i t a t i o n to go and p a r t i c i p a t e 

by throwing out the f i r s t b a l l . 

Question; Where i s i t , Mr. President? 

President; Here i n Superior. 



I am expecting Roy West, the N a t i o n a l Committeeman from I l l i n o i s , 

and Secretary of the N a t i o n a l Committee, an o l d f r i e n d of mine who has stayed 

at the white House at Washington, to come up and v i s i t me. He may get i n t o ­

morrow and w i l l probably s t a y over n i g h t . 

Question; W i l l Mrs. West be w i t h him? 

President: No, I don't th i n k so. 

Question: U n t i l Monday, s i r ? 

President: I say he w i l l probably stay over n i g h t . 

I have a telegram from Secretary K e l l o g g s t a t i n g t h a t Germany has 

accepted the m u l t i l a t e r a l t r e a t y without c o n d i t i o n and France has n o t i f i e d him 

that they w i l l send a note w i t h i n a few days, probably Saturday, s t a t i n g her 

willingness to s i g n a t r e a t y , which i s a l l very encouraging progress on that 

important proposal. He a l s o states that C h i l e and Peru have both u n c o n d i t i o n a l l y 

accepted h i s suggestions to renew diplomatic r e l a t i o n s , and that means that there 

w i l l be an exchange of M i n i s t e r s . 

I haven't f o r m a l l y accepted Secretary Work's r e s i g n a t i o n . He and I are 

busy g e t t i n g the appointment of the experts on the Boulder Dam, which are ap­

pointed by him subject to my approval. We went over the l i s t when he was up here. 

He has been communicating with the members that were then s e l e c t e d , and I have a 

wire from him t h i s morning that they have accepted, so I suppose I w i l l get 

formal n o t i c e of h i s proposal to appoint them, to which I w i l l give my consent and 

approval, 

Mrs* Coolidge and I have spoken of a p o s s i b l e t r i p to the Yellowstone 

this summer, but nothing d e f i n i t e has been done about i t . 



My wife's mother's h e a l t h , as you know, i s very poor. She has not been q u i t e so 

well f o r the l a s t day or two. That, we always have to consider i n any q u e s t i o n 

of going away. 

There i s n ' t anything t h a t can be s a i d about r e c o g n i z i n g the N a t i o n a l i s t 

Government of China. We i n d i c a t e d I t h i n k from time to time t h a t we would be 

glad to recognize a government of China that seemed to be a r e a l government 

with j u r i s d i c t i o n over the country and the u s u a l powers to p r o t e c t the l i v e s and 

property of our c i t i z e n s t h e r e , and we are hopeful t h a t such a c o n d i t i o n may soon 

a r i s e i n China. That i s as f a r as we can go about that a t the present time. 

I haven't had any d i r e c t i n d i c a t i o n from S e c r e t a r y J a r d i n e that he 

might come here during the summer. He had planned to go to A l a s k a , where the 

A g r i c u l t u r a l Department has some i n t e r e s t s , and i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t on h i s way 

out or back he may stop here. I haven't made any d e f i n i t e and f i n a l d e c i s i o n 

about going to Cannon F a l l s on J u l y 29th, other than I am e x p e c t i n g to go and 

hope t o . I don't know j u s t when I s h a l l accept the r e s i g n a t i o n of S e c r e t a r y 

Hoover or S e c r e t a r y Work. Very soon, I expect. 

I don't know of any p l a n of S e c r e t a r y Work to make another v i s i t up 

here. 

Some of the people connected w i t h the s c h o o l here have made me a 

present of a t a c k l e box t h i s morning and i t i s done up i n p u r p l e and w h i t e , 

which happens to be the Amherst Co l l e g e c o l o r s . 

Mr. Bayne was i n to c a l l on me. H i s f a t h e r used to be the clergyman 

i n Hadley, Mass., and he l i v e d there f o r some time. He i s the p u b l i s h e r of the 

News-Tribune. Mr. Murphy, who was i n to c a l l on me a day or two ago, a l s o l i v e d 

i n that p a r t of Mass. I t h i n k he t o l d me he was born i n South D e e r f i e l d . He 

l i v e d i n that r e g i o n and was formerly connected w i t h the S p r i n g f i e l d ^Republican 



i n i t s e a r l y days. I see they have two Massachusetts p i c t u r e s on the w a l l here, 

f h i t t i e r and Holmes, so I f e e l q u i t e at home out here. 



1 have had a very pleasant v i s i t w i t h Secretary and Mrs, Hoover. 

The press was out there yesterday morning and a f t e r they came away we had 

lunch and the Secretary and I went f i s h i n g f o r a short time i n the afternoon. 

He i s a more expert fisherman than I am. I can't t e l l j u s t when I s h a l l ac­

cept Mr. Hoover's r e s i g n a t i o n . I expect to do so very s h o r t l y . There are 

some things i n r e l a t i o n to h i s Department that have to do w i t h the P a c i f i c 

Coast that I want him to look i n t o a l i t t l e , so i t w i l l he some time a f t e r 

he gets out there before I s h a l l accept h i s r e s i g n a t i o n . 

I am not going to make any extended address, as I have a l r e a d y 

indicated, at Cannon F a l l s , and I don't know j u s t when i t w i l l be ready to gi v e 

out - sometime e a r l y next week. 

I have had qu i t e a good many i n v i t a t i o n s to go t o other places and a 

committee i s coming i n t h i s morning to i n v i t e me to some d e d i c a t i o n of the 

game refuge that we have e s t a b l i s h e d up and down the M i s s i s s i p p i f o r the w i l d 

l i f e of the M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r and a f i s h refuge. I suppose i t i s a good t h i n g 

to have a f i s h refuge, but the f i s h w i t h which I have been acquainted.have 

always been able to take p r e t t y good care of themselves. But of course f o r 

propagation purposes and the p r e s e r v a t i o n o f our w i l d l i f e i s why we are having 

t h i s game refuge and I thi n k i t i s a very d e s i r a b l e e n t e r p r i s e . Then I am i n ­

v i t e d t h i s morning to go down to Wausau at the State Meeting of the American 

Legion, which comes between the 10th and 15th, as I r e c a l l i t , of August. 

I don't know whether I can get down there or not. 

The members of the press have been out to the Lodge a couple of times 

and I think now probably from 'their ovm observation they w i l l be able to report 



that the mosquitoes are not very deadly. D i d any of you get "bitten by mosquitoes 

yesterday? 

(No answer) 

Then there must have been some e r r o r i n the r e p o r t s t h a t have been sent 

a l l over the Un i t e d States t h a t mosquitoes eat every one up, and i t might be a 

graceful t h i n g i f the press would r e p o r t that as a r e s u l t of p e r s o n a l i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

I the mosquitoes have e n t i r e l y disappeared. That i s an o l d s t o r y that always goes 

the rounds when I go i n t o the country* The newspaper men have n o t h i n g to w r i t e 

about f o r the f i r s t two or three days, so they a l a b o r a t e on the mosquito s t o r i e s . 

I don't care anything about i t p a r t i c u l a r l y , but when people have been k i n d enough 

to put at my d i s p o s a l a ver y b e a u t i f u l and enjoyable p l a c e , as I have had the 

advantage of having f o r the past two or three y e a r s , t o have r e p o r t s sent a l l 

I over the country that i t i s a very bad pla c e and uncomfortable f o r any one t o 

I l i v e i n , i t can h a r d l y be very p l e a s i n g to the people t h a t own the p l a c e , and i f 

I the press c o u l d r e p o r t that which i s the fact,, t h a t the mosquitoes have e n t i r e l y 

(disappeared and that the p l a c e i s very b e a u t i f u l and very enjoyable, I t h i n k i t 

[would-be a courtesy that perhaps i s due to the owners of the p r o p e r t y . 

Mr. Sanders has suggested t o me th a t w h i l e I have been a candidate f o r 

off i c e i n a great many previous campaigns f o r a good many y e a r s , w i t h the e x c e p t i o n 

of the f a l l of 1908, and have been c o n s t a n t l y e l e c t e d t o something, t h a t t h i s time 

Ithe only t h i n g I was a c a n d i d a t e f o r v/as re t i r e m e n t and ap p a r e n t l y I am going t o 

be successful i n t h a t . That seems to cover the requirements of the morning. 

Oh, I got a wire from S e c r e t a r y K e l l o g g t h a t he i s i n such almost d a i l y 

I communication w i t h other c o u n t r i e s r e l a t i v e to h i s XEXKJK t r e a t i e s t h a t i t w i l l 

probably be impossible f o r him to come up here i n the near f u t u r e . S e c r e t a r y 



s. 

Wilbur i s expected to come and i t i s p o s s i b l e t h a t S e c r e t a r y J a r d i n e may stop 

here on h i s way west. He i s coming out t h i s way about the 29th of J u l y and ex­

pects to land i n Minneapolis on t h a t day, and I am suggesting to him that pos­

s i b l y he may j o i n my t r a i n t h a t day a t the same time we are going through S t . 

Paul and Minneapolis to reach Cannon F a l l s . 

The A t t o r n e y General expects to come some time d u r i n g the summer, but 

I am not sure j u s t when. 

Question? Have we a u t h o r i t y to quote your remark about Mr. Hoover's 

being a more expert fisherman? 

P r e s i d e n t : No, - no. 



I had le a r n e d from S e c r e t a r y K e l l o g g t h a t v a r i o u s governments i n t e r ­

ested i n the proposed t r e a t i e s were c o n s i d e r i n g meeting i n Europe, so t h a t they 

might a l l be signed at the same time. I t h i n k the suggestion has been made t h a t 

such a conference would be h e l d i n P a r i s . The S t a t e Department has th a t p r o ­

posal under c o n s i d e r a t i o n , but w h i l e i t l o o k s on i t w i t h f a v o r hasn't come t o any 

d e f i n i t e c o n c l u s i o n . 

I am not f a m i l i a r w i t h a l l the d e t a i l s of i t , but so f a r as I am i n ­

formed I am i n c l i n e d t o t h i n k t h a t such a conference might be v e r y h e l p f u l i n 

giving i t a s e t t i n g and emphasizing the importance of the proposed t r e a t i e s . 

Question: Has any one suggested h o l d i n g i t i n Washington? 

P r e s i d e n t : I t h i n k not. I t i s so much e a s i e r f o r one man t o go t o 

Paris than i t i s f o r a l l the c o u n t r i e s concerned t o come over here t h a t I t h i n k i t 

i s more probable t h a t i f such a conference i s h e l d i t w i l l be h e l d i n P a r i s , 

rather than i n t h i s country. 

I t h i n k the appointment of the Boulder Dam experts has alrea d y been g i v e n 

to the press. Has i t Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. S anders: I t h i n k so. I t has probably been g i v e n out i n Washington, 

not here. 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes. Sec r e t a r y Work made the appointments, which I confirmed 

a few days ago, and I am sure that t h e i r names were p u b l i s h e d at t h a t time, and 

i t i s my understanding t h a t they w i l l b e gin t h e i r work r i g h t away. 

I haven't r e c e i v e d any p a r t i c u l a r d e t a i l s from the Sh i p p i n g Board r e l a t i v e 

to the operation of the new shi p p i n g b i l l , though before I l e f t Washington they 

t o l d me that under i t s terms i t was expected t h a t there w i l l be a much b e t t e r 

market f o r the s a l e of ships that are owned by the Government and much more i n -
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centive f o r p r i v a t e e n t e r p r i s e t o go i n t o the s h i p p i n g b u s i n e s s . 

I am appo i n t i n g Roy 0. West of Chicago t o be the S e c r e t a r y of the I n t e r i o r 

i n place of Secre t a r y Work, who has r e s i g n e d , as the press knows. 

I have r e c e i v e d a v e r y i n t e r e s t i n g i n v i t a t i o n t h i s morning t o attend a 

log r o l l i n g contest. I t was brought t o me i n a l o g , enclosed i n the bark of a l o g , 

on paper made of a l o g , r o l l e d up around a l o g . 



The s i t u a t i o n i n N i c a r a g u a seems t o be p r o g r e s s i n g v e r y s a t i s f a c t o r i l y . 

The operations of Sandino a p p a r e n t l y have e n t i r e l y ceased and the d i f f e r e n t bands 

1 of bandits have p r e t t y much surrendered. I t i s r e p o r t e d , as I understand i t , 

that Sandino has l e f t N i c a r a g u a . There i s no a b s o l u t e c e r t a i n t y o f t h a t , but t h a t 

i s my i n f o r m a t i o n . There i s no a c t i v e or armed o p p o s i t i o n t o what the c o u n t r y i s 

trying t o do, so f a r as we know at the p r e s e n t t i m e . 

I haven't v e r y much i n f o r m a t i o n about China. That which I have i s f a v o r ­

able. There i s no i n t e r f e r e n c e so f a r w i t h our n a t i o n a l s and order i s v e r y w e l l 

preserved over t h e r e • 

I had a l e t t e r f r o m Senator C u r t i s s a y i n g t h a t he would l i k e t o come u p 

here very much, but he was so busy w i t h p o l i t i c a l m a tters t h a t he doubted i f he 

would be able t o get away t o come. 

The v i s i t of Mr. Cochrane i s w i t h o u t any p a r t i c u l a r s i g n i f i c a n c e . He 

hasn't been v e r y w e l l f o r about a year I t h i n k . At the time we were i n the Y e l l o w ­

stone l a s t year he went West. H i s v i s i t here i s of the same na t u r e , m a i n l y s o c i a l . 

C onsiderable c o n s i d e r a t i o n has been g i v e n t o a successor t o Mr. Olds, 

Undersecretary of S t a t e . I t i s not probable t h a t a c a r e e r man w i l l be used f o r 

that purpose. I t i s my i m p r e s s i o n t h a t t h a t would s o r t of take him out of h i s 

career and leave him somewhat stra n d e d . What i s needed t h e r e i s a person w e l l 

versed i n i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, a somewhat d i f f e r e n t type of man than a c a r e e r man. 

I want t o go out on the Lake some time. I have no s p e c i a l p l a n s about i t . 

I am not p a r t i c u l a r l y i n t e r e s t e d i n l a k e f i s h i n g . I f i s h , as I e x p l a i n e d b e f o r e , 

because i t g i v e s me some reason t o be i n the open a i r . I l i k e t o c a t c h a f i s h once 

in a while, o f t e n enough t o keep ray i n t e r e s t up. But i t i s a matter of r e c r e a t i o n 

rather than of g e t t i n g f i s h . 



I t h i n k i t i s v e r y improbable t h a t I s h a l l go t o LaCrosse t o d e d i c a t e the 

wild l i f e r e f u g e . . I have done what I c o u l d t o promote t h a t l e g i s l a t i o n i n Washington, 

tend have been s u c c e s s f u l i n i t , - a n d w i l l l e t somebody e l s e c e l e b r a t e the d e d i c a t i o n . 

I am a c c e p t i n g Dr. Work's r e s i g n a t i o n t h i s morning w i t h a communication 

which w i l l be g i v e n t o the p r e s s , t o t a k e e f f e c t on the q u a l i f i c a t i o n o f h i s s u c c e s s o r . 

L, West i s l e a v i n g today I t h i n k f o r Washington and w i l l r e a c h t h e r e tomorrow morn-

ling to take up the d u t i e s of the o f f i c e . 

I had an i n v i t a t i o n t o go t o the c i r c u s at A s h l a n d . That i s q u i t e a d i s ­

tance from here, about the same d i s t a n c e f r o m Cedar I s l a n d as S u p e r i o r i s . You can 

:eep i n touch w i t h Mr. Sanders about t h a t t o see t h a t a p p r o p r i a t e arrangements are 

oade f o r the entertainment o f the p r e s s , i f I go out t h e r e . 

Question: What day would t h a t l i k e l y be? 

P r e s i d e n t : Sometime i n August, I t h i n k about the second. I had a w i r e about 

I t t h i s morning. Perhaps Mrs. C o o l i d g e w i l l go, i f I don't. 



I don't know just what the State Department i s planning as to a recog­

nition of the Chinese Nationalist Government. Those details are in their hands 

and they haven't sent me any information about i t . I suppose that making the 

treaty with a government usually, i f not necessarily, constitutes a recognition of 

that government. It might not, but generally does. 

There isn't anything new that I can say about Mr. Hoover's s t ^ - in the 

Cabinet. It is likely to be terminated almost any time. 

I don't know just what the plans of the State Department are, ei Iter, as 

to the early conclusion of the peace treaties. I haven't any idea whether there 

will be any opposition to the treaties i n the Senate. There i s usually some 

opposition there to everything, but I understood that the responsible leadership 

of both parties in the Senate had been participating i n these treaty natters and 

that the action of the State Department had their approval. 

I haven't any speech making program for the rest of my administration. 

The President i s called on to speak at casual occasions, such as I am doing up 

here - the l i t t l e address I am making at Cannon Fal l s . If I go down to Wausau 

I shall probably make a short speech there. Things of that kind constantly come 

up. The occasion at Wausau i s the State Convention of the Wisconsin Legion. 

Question: Do you recall the date? 

President: That i s the 13th, isn't i t , Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: I think i t i s . 

President: About that time. Occasions of that kind are constantly 

arising, so that the general plan of the President i s to avoid making speeches, 

rather than to lay out a plan for the purpose of making them. What I mean by 



that is that the Pressure on the President to make speeches i s so great that he 

doesn't have to lay out any plan to make speeches. He has to make those that seem 

necessary as the occasion arises. 

Any t r i p to the Yellowstone Park i s very improbable. Since I commented 

Ion it at the press conference the other day I have looked up and find we are only 

about half way up there. I t would take a t r i p of about 36 hours to reach there. 

It wo Id be a rather long and tiresome t r i p and while the park i s an exceedingly 

interesting place and i s a location I should be delighted to v i s i t as often as I could, 

having been there last year I doubt i f i t would be possible for me to receive a v i s i t 

there this year. 



I didn't talk with Secretary Jardine very much about agricultural con­

ditions, other than the crop prospects which he reported were very g>od. I didn't 

go into details with him about that. 

I haven't had a chance to talk with Governor Gilmore very much. As far 

as I have talked with him he indicated that conditions in the Philippine Islands 

were very promising. The sentiment there seems to be good. The relationship 

between the officials of our Government and the officials of the Islands are ex­

ceedingly harmonious and there i s every indication of a desire for f u l l cooperation. 

My son John has no plan to go to any military training camp for this sum­

mer. He is expecting to stay here for some l i t t l e time and wil l then try to find 

some place to go to work. 

I should think i t would be very doubtful i f i t would be possible to take 

up at a short session of the Congress anything in the way of t a r i f f revision, un­

less something could be agreed upon in advance by the responsible elements of both 

parties. That of course would be impossible during the conduct of a Presidential 

campaign. It might be possible after the campaign is over, but would not be very 

probable. The opening up of the t a r i f f opens up the entire law and a l l i t s 

schedules, and tar i f f revision is a very long process, usually a good many months. 

I don't know of any engagement for Mr. Ford to v i s i t me here. I think 

he has a yacht on the Lakes and i t may be possible that he would be cruising around 

in this section, or he may be taking an automobile trip. He was taking one several 

years ago and during that trip made a cal l on me at Plymouth, Vt. 

I have had an invitation from the Isle Royale Expedition to v i s i t that 

Island. Such an invitation has a good many attractions, but I don't know how far 



away i t i s and whether i t would be p o s s i b l e t o go t h e r e . I should consider i t 

I very doubtful. 

I haven't had any word from General L o r d . You haven't heard anything 

from him have you Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: No. 

P r e s i d e n t : As I before i n d i c a t e d , I should expect he might be up here 

around the middle of August. 

I haven't any p l a n f o r any p a r t i c u l a r a c t i v i t y d u r i n g the campaign. 

I have been a c t i v e d uring the i n t e r v a l t h a t has accrued between the 2nd day of 

August, 1923, t o the present time undertaking t o so conduct the a f f a i r s of the 

Government that the r e c o r d made by my p a r t y might commend i t s e l f t o the v o t e r s of 

the nation. I am c o n t i n u i n g i n t h a t hope and the conduct of the o f f i c e at the 

present time. 

I am expecting t o go down t o the S t a t e Convention of the Wisconsin 

American Legion at Wausau probably on the 13th of August. 

Mr. Sanders: I t h i n k i t i s more l i k e l y on the 15th. 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes. 

Mr. Sanders: I t runs three days. I t h i n k the 15th i s the more l i k e l y . 

P r e s i d e n t : I t w i l l be some day about t h a t time. We s h a l l p r o b a b l y 

leave here the nigh t before by t r a i n and I s h a l l d e l i v e r a short address and r e ­

turn that afternoon. The t r i p down there takes about 8 hours. 



Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

THE PRESIDENT: 

I am g l a d that the French and B r i t i s h have made an agreement 

r e l a t i v e to the l i m i t a t i o n of a u x i l i a r y warships, i f that i s t r u e . I 

have no information concerning the terms of the agreement, so I could 

not express any op i n i o n as to whether i t would i n t e r e s t us i n any way 

or not. 

I have only incomplete advices from Postmaster General New con­

cerning the f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n of h i s Department. Congress o v e r r u l e d 

a veto of mine — two vetoes —• that c o n s i d e r a b l y increased the expenses 

of that Department, and I should presume i t i s very p'rt>fcabl* that the 

r e s u l t of that a c t i o n by the Congress might make i t necessary to i n ­

crease p o s t a l r a t e s , but whether that i s going to be necessary or not 

I do not know. I t h i n k the law i s mandatory on the Postmaster General 

r e q u i r i n g him to f i x r a t e s as near as he can on c e r t a i n c l a s s e s of m a i l 

which w i l l b r i n g s u f f i c i e n t income to pay f o r the cost of the maintenance 

of that p a r t i c u l a r branch of the s e r v i c e . 

I think I would p r e f e r to l e t other people comment on the outstanding 

achievements of my A d m i n i s t r a t i o n rather than t r y to comment on i t myself. 

Most of you who have been i n the s e r v i c e of the press during the e n t i r e 



time that I have been Pres i d e n t — some of you i n Washington — you know 

what the record of my A d m i n i s t r a t i o n i s perhaps more i n t i m a t e l y than I 

do myself. 

I have thought of t r y i n g to go to the Apostle Islands but I do 

not know whether I can make that t r i p or not. I t i s q u i t e d o u b t f u l . 

As I have s a i d a great many times b e f o r e , my p o s i t i o n r e l a t i v e to 

farm l e g i s l a t i o n has been set out i n a l l of my messages to Congress and 

i n several of my speeches and i n one or two statements g i v e n to the 

press. 

Is there anything e l s e *this morning, Mr. Sanders, that might 

be of i n t e r e s t to the conference? 

ME. SANDERS: I do not know of anything, Mr. P r e s i d e n t . 

THE PRESIDENT: I had a very d e l i g h t f u l t r i p yesterday. I was 

much i n t e r e s t e d to see the beginnings of so much of the i r o n and s t e e l 

industry of the United S t a t e s . I suppose that that represents some of 

the most s u c c e s s f u l s c i e n t i f i c mining operations that there are i n the 

world. I was p a r t i c u l a r l y impressed w i t h what one of the o f f i c i a l s t o l d 

me about the development of the steam-shovel t h a t has come about through 

the experience that they have there. That i s the headquarters f o r 

a l l of the improvements i n the use of the steamshovel i n the world. Any 

manufacturer that wants to get any po i n t s on the development and improve-



ment of the steamshovel goes to these mines t o work out h i s i d e a s . 

When they began there the steamshovel was r a t h e r i n a crude c o n d i ­

t i o n . I t has been developed i n t o an instrument of g r e a t p r e c i s i o n 

and great e f f i c i e n c y and of p e r f e c t l y enormous c a p a c i t y . • 

I t h i n k t h a t i s e v e r y t h i n g t h i s morning. 

The P r e s i d e n t c a l l e d the newspapermen back and t o l d them that 

General Lord would leave Washington Saturday evening and spend Mon­

day here, r e t u r n i n g Monday evening. 



I am e x p e c t i n g t o go over t o D u l u t h some day. I t h i n k t h e y a r e 

planning a s o r t of a d r i v e f o r me around t h e r e . I don't know j u s t when I 

s h a l l go. I have been so busy out a t t h e Lodge c a t c h i n g f i s h - t h e r e a r e 

45,000 out t h e r e - I haven't caught them a l l y e t , b u t I have them a l l p r e t t y 

w e l l i n t i m i d a t e d . They have had t o r e s t o c k one l a k e . 

I haven't any d e f i n i t e i n f o r m a t i o n or f i g u r e s r e l a t i v e t o t h e 

t r e a s u r y r e c e i p t s f o r t h e p r e s e n t f i s c a l y e a r , w h i c h began J u l y 1 s t and ends 

at midnight on June 3 0 t h n e x t . Of c o u r s e , t h e t a x r e d u c t i o n w i l l make some 

d i f f e r e n c e . We get about #600,000,000 f r o m the t a r i f f . That of c o u r s e i s 

not changed a t a l l and depends of c o u r s e on the d u t i a b l e goods t h a t a r e im­

ported. 

Q u e s t i o n : O r d i n a r i l y i n t a x r e d u c t i o n i t has u s u a l l y r e s u l t e d i n 

i n c r e a s i n g revenues, and t h i s t i m e w i t h a r e d u c t i o n i n c o r p o r a t i o n t a x e s , I 

wonder i f t h a t w i l l b r i n g up t h e r e v e n u e s . 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , no. That wouldn't have t h a t e f f e c t on t h e c o r ­

p o r a t i o n t a x at a l l . C o r p o r a t i o n income w i l l u n d o u b t e d l y be the same, e x c e p t 

f o r an i n d i r e c t e f f e c t . Now, t h e i n d i r e c t e f f e c t comes f r o m a s t i m u l a t i o n o f 

business, t a k i n g the burdens o f f o f them. There i s a n o t h e r t a x r e d u c t i o n 

that u s u a l l y b r i n g s up t h e revenue, and t h a t i s t h e one i n r e l a t i o n t o c a p i t a l 

i n c r e a s e s . That i s , p e r s o n s buy l a n d or t h e y buy s e c u r i t i e s and h o l d them. 

When the t a x i s v e r y h i g h t h e y don't s e l l on account of t h e f e e l i n g t h a t i f 

they s e l l t h e y have got t o g i v e so much t o t h e Government t h a t t h e y had b e t t e r 

hold i t . And when t a x e s were r e d u c e d on t h a t i t e m o f income i t r e s u l t e d i n a 

c o n s i d e r a b l e i n c r e a s e , because t h e n p e o p l e thought the amount th e Government was 



going to take from them was more f a i r and they made the sales and closed up 

their transactions. Undoubtedly, there was some waiting last winter and 

spring to see whether there might be some reductions in items of that kind. 

I think there were none and knowing that there would be no more in the immediate 

future those transactions w i l l usually now take place and profits w i l l accrue 

which w i l l be taxable. But in general the income of the Government depends 

to quite an extent on the profits that are made in the transaction of a l l 

the business of the country, salaries, agriculture and commerce. Business i s 

running very well and that would indicate an expectation of a f a i r return to 

the treasury, but, as I say, I have no figures, and nobody knows what expend­

itures the next session of the Congress w i l l authorize. It goes without saying 

that I shall not approve b i l l s calling for expenditures that are i n excess of 

the income of the Government. Sometimes Congress approves b i l l s that I have 

vetoed. 

I haven't done anything further relative to Mr. Hoover's resignation. 

I have made no decision as to his successor. 

I have no reports relative to the p o l i t i c a l prospects, other than 

those which are already public. 

I don't know of any appointments that I now have for members of the 

Cabinet and Government o f f i c i a l s to come here, but there undoubtedly w i l l be 

several before I leave. 

I am planning a trip to Wausau; that i s on the 15th, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Yes, s i r . 

President: And I spoke of going to Duluth. I would like to go out 

to the Apostle Islands some time, but i t i s rather unhandy to go out there. 



I haven't any information from the State Department about any other 

countries adhering to the peace treaties, except the expression and the hope that 

others will adhere. 

I don't know just what date I am going to v i s i t Duluth. Arrangements are 

being made by the office here and the secret service men and the same about the 

trip to the Apostle Islands. That is being looked up to see whether i t i s feasible. 

I do not expect to go to the log ro l l i n g contest at Washburn. 

I think that the court has appointed a U. S. Marshall for the western 

district of Wisconsin and -that being so I don't expect to take any action in relation 

to it until the Senate i s in session, so that they can make a confirmation. 

I don't know about the items included in the general sums for the budget 

estimates for 1930. There w i l l be so much allocated to the legislative department, 

so much to the different departments, and how the departments are planning to spend 

the sums allocated I do not know. This preliminary estimate w i l l be sent back to 

the departments. I have allocated so much to them and then they take the amounts 

and undertake to frame their b i l l saying that they are going to spend so much for 

each activity pretty much as they desire. 

It i s too soon to say what could be done as the result of the peace 

treaties relative to our national defense. It would be better to wait and see 

whether the peace treaties are signed and r a t i f i e d by the Senate before we begin 

to discuss hypothetical conditions that may arise as the result of their adoption. 

This of course is to be kept in mind — that these treaties that are being made are 

treaties in which they agree not to attack each other and have very l i t t l e to do 

with national defense, so that so far as our country is concerned the peace treaties 



would have l i t t l e effect on the Army and the Navy, because our Army and Navy are 

maintained entirely for defensive purposes and not with the idea of attacking 

anybody. 

I don't know of any important visitors that are l i k e l y to come i n the near 

future. I have had some interesting visitors this morning, but I assume the press 

saw all those that came in, there i s a l i s t of them there, especially the Committee 

of Congress which was here, and Rep. Frear of this State came up with a delegation 

of the Bar Association of Pierce and St. Croix counties. Mr. Frear was very helpful 

to me last spring on the flood control b i l l . 

I haven't received any additional information concerning a proposed naval 

limitation between Great Britain and France that would enable me to add anything 

to the comment I made the other day, which was to the effect th at I was pleased 

to know that France and Great Britain were able to agree on a limitation and I 

do not know whether i t would be of any particular interest to us. 

I don't know the purpose that the British had in submitting the proposed 

peace treaty to the League of Nations. Perhaps i t was with a view of interesting 

the different governments that are signatories of the covenant of the League of 

Nations to join in this treaty. Not knowing what the purpose was, i t i s not pos­

sible for me to comment on i t . There i s a provision in the league covenant that 

requires a l l treaties that members of the League make to be f i l e d at the Secretariat 

of the League, but I think i t does not apply to the treaty un t i l i t has been made. 

And there are certain limitations I should say in the covenant of the League con­

cerning the kind of treaties that can be made. Perhaps this was submitted with 

the idea of finding out whether the League had any objection to the members of the 

League, certain members, entering into a treaty of this kind. I can't conceive of 

any objection that could be raised. The claim of the League has been that i t i s an 
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instrument of peace, though seme opponents of the League have not always viewed i t 

in that light, I should suppose the members of the League, whether i t was proposed 

to include them in this treaty or not, would be delighted to see the great powers 

joining in a treaty of the kind that i s proposed. 



The M i s s i s s i p p i F l o o d Board r e p o r t has been approved by me j u s t as f a r 

as I can approve i t at the present time. There are two c o p i e s of i t here and i t 

is rather l o n g . I t i s so l o n g t h a t i t would not be p r i n t e d i n i t s e n t i r e t y by 

the press anyway, I imagine, and so l o n g t h a t i t i s h a r d l y f e a s i b l e f o r my o f f i c e 

staff to make copies f o r the p r e s s , but the two c o p i e s can be open t o the members 

of the press t h a t d e s i r e t o see them. The r e p o r t i s unanimous and i t recommends 

the use of floodways and s p i l l w a y s . I t doesn't d i f f e r v e r y m a t e r i a l l y from the 

plan that was f i l e d by the Board of Engineers and made a p u b l i c document. 

Question: Could you say how h i g h they are going t o make the l e v e e s ? 

The o r i g i n a l Jadwin p l a n was about 3 f t . 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, I t h i n k t h a t i s the case. The d i f f e r e n c e s are not g r e a t 

between the M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r Commission and the Engineers* p l a n and t h e r e was not 

any great d i f f i c u l t y i n harmonizing the two, but i n g e n e r a l i t uses the p l a n of the 

Board of Engineers. The M i s s i s s i p p i R i v e r Commission p r o v i d e d f o r some c o n t r o l 

s p i l l ways, which have not been adopted and which would be v e r y expensive. 

I have j u s t prepared a t e l e g r a m t o be sent t o S e c r e t a r y Hoover r e g a r d i n g 

his speech and i t s acceptance by the country, which w i l l be g i v e n t o the p r e s s . 

I t h i n k the t r i p t o the A p o s t l e I s l a n d s i s v e r y f e a s i b l e . We can get the r e 

from the Lodge i n two hours and one-half or so. I t i s a l i t t l e l o n g e r from here 

and I should expect t o make t h a t t r i p some time i n the near f u t u r e . I haven't g i v e n 

much thought t o a t t e n d i n g the T r i - S t a t e F a i r i n S u p e r i o r . Perhaps I can go. 

I don't remember r e c e i v i n g any communication from the S t a t e Department r e ­

garding the s i t u a t i o n i n China r e c e n t l y , which c o n t a i n e d a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r than what 

i s already i n the p r e s s . 

I do not know when I s h a l l r e t u r n t o Washington. 
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I haven't received any further information, as I recall, about the situation 

in Nicaragua which would indicate that everything i s proceeding as harmoniously as 

could be expected there. When I begin to get reports on matters i t usually means 

that there is some question up for my decision. When I do not get reports i t means 

everything is going a l l right. 

Question: Will that Apostle Islands trip be a day or night trip? 

President: It i s only a l i t t l e over two hours to go and two hours to come. 

Day. 

Question: Where to you leave from? 

President: From Bayfield. When I go, i f the press wishes to go too, 

you will get from the office here the time when you wi l l need to reach Bayfield. 



I have no a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n as t o the Anglo-French agreement about 

limitation of n a v a l armaments. I understand i t i s more i n the nature o f a p r o p o s a l 

! than an agreement. I am not contemplating a t pr e s e n t t a k i n g any f u r t h e r s t e p s 

about the l i m i t a t i o n of armaments. There i s a p r e l i m i n a r y conference going on t h a t 

has been going on f o r some y e a r s , which we have been a t t e n d i n g . There i s n ' t any­

thing outside of t h a t t h a t I know of which i s contemplated at the pr e s e n t time w i t h 

a view to s e c u r i n g f u r t h e r l i m i t a t i o n s . 

There i s n o t h i n g new i n the Department of the Navy. The work of the 

Department i s proceeding v e r y s a t i s f a c t o r i l l y . I don't know whether any d e f i n i ­

tion of the Monroe D o c t r i n e i s w i t h i n t h e scope of the League of N a t i o n s . We 

would have t o examine the covenant of the League t o f i n d out whether i t i s . As 

we are not a p a r t y t o i t , any d e f i n i t i o n t h a t might be a r r i v e d a t would not be 

binding on us. 

I am having some f l o w e r s sent t o A d m i r a l and Mrs. E b e r l e , former C h i e f 

of Naval Operations, who i s r e t i r i n g today under the age l i m i t . 

I t h i n k some r e q u e s t s have come i n , as they always do from p r i v a t e 

sources, r e l a t i v e t o the threatened s t r i k e of trainmen and conductors on western 

roads, but l o o k i n g a f t e r t h a t matter i s i n the hands of our Board of M e d i a t i o n and 

I am l e a v i n g them t o keep i n touch w i t h the s i t u a t i o n and keep me informed i f they 

consider any a c t i o n on my p a r t t o be neces s a r y . 

I don't know about the extent of the f l o o d i n Georgia and the C a r o l i n e s . 

So f a r as I know, they are not anything but what can be taken care of by the l o c a l 

governments* and such a s s i s t a n c e as the Red Cross always extends i n cases of t h a t 

kind. 



I haven't g i v e n much thought t o recommendations t o be made t o the next 

Congress. My p o s i t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o Muscle Shoals and Bou l d e r Dam has been set 

out in various messages. The new element t h a t might come i n i n r e l a t i o n t o Bou l d e r 

Dam would be the r e p o r t of the Commission t h a t Congress has e s t a b l i s h e d . I should 

of course take i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n any r e p o r t and recommendations t h a t they might 

make. Whether I should adopt i t or not, I don't know. I should c e r t a i n l y g i v e i t 

Ivery careful c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

The same would be q u i t e t r u e about the p u b l i c u t i l i t i e s , and e s p e c i a l l y 

the power concerns. There i s an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of t h e i r a c t i v i t i e s b e i n g made by the 

Federal Trade Commission under the d i r e c t i o n of the Senate, and I shouldn't want t o 

j come to any c o n c l u s i o n about t h a t u n t i l I f i n d out what the c o n c l u s i o n s and the 

recommendations of the F e d e r a l Trade Commission may be. Of course, those concerns 

I are, so f a r as I know, e n t i r e l y s t a t e concerns. The on l y p l a c e t h a t the F e d e r a l 

Government touches them i s i n the g r a n t i n g of p e r m i t s f o r b a i l d i n g dams on n a v i g a b l e 

streams. I imagine t h a t most problems t h a t a r i s e i n r e l a t i o n t o these u t i l i t i e s are 

problems that would be s o l v e d by s t a t e l e g i s l a t i o n , r a t h e r than F e d e r a l l e g i s l a t i o n , 

because they do a v e r y s m a l l i n t e r s t a t e b u s i n e s s . So t h a t would not be cons i d e r e d 

as i n t e r s t a t e commerce. 

I am a p p o i n t i n g Reuben C l a r k of Utah the Un d e r s e c r e t a r y of S t a t e . He i s a 

man that has been i n the s e r v i c e of the U n i t e d S t a t e s o f f and on and he i s t a k i n g 

the place of Mr. Olds who r e t i r e d a few weeks ago. Mr. C l a r k i s one of the l e a d i n g 

international lawyers of the country. 

Question: Has the commission been signed? 

P r e s i d e n t : No, but I t h i n k h i s commission i s on the way up here. I have 

determined t o appoint him, so I thought I would g i v e i t out. 

I have seen v e r y l i t t l e of the p r e s s , so t h a t I haven't any b e t t e r i d e a 



I
than the members of the conference concerning the r e c e p t i o n of the speech I made at 

ffausau. So f a r as I have seen, i t has been f a v o r a b l e . The members of the pres s have 

the same access t o i n f o r m a t i o n of that k i n d t h a t I have, I p r e f e r t o have them make 

up their own op i n i o n about i t , 

I have r e c e i v e d a l e t t e r from Governor D i l l o n , of New Mexico, brought up 

by Master Boyd Jones, who made the e n t i r e t r i p on horseback from New Mexico up here, 

inviting me to be present at the i n t e r t r i b a l I n d i a n ceremonies at G a l l u p , New Mexico, 

IAugust 29th t o 31st. I don't expect t o be able t o attend. 

I have r e c e i v e d here a l e t t e r of g r e e t i n g from t he Postmasters Convention 

I of the State of Wisconsin. You may l i k e t o l o o k at th a t • 

Question: Does Admiral Hughes l e a v e today. 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, he i s r e t u r n i n g on the afternoon t r a i n . 

Question: Going back t o Washington. 

P r e s i d e n t : Hes, he i s going back t o Washington. 

I have r e c e i v e d from Cottenham, England, a s p e c i a l l y bound copy of the 

(Bible and a p h o t o s t a t i c copy of some of the records of the baptisms of t h a t church, 

lit sets out t h a t i n 1604 John Coolidge, the son of W i l l i a m C o olidge, was b a p t i z e d . 

Question: That i s one of your d i r e c t ancestors? 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes. Some day i n September. I can't read t h a t date. He was 

the o r i g i n a l ancestor of a l l the Coolidges i n t h i s country t h a t I have come i n con­

tact with. 

Question: What i s the o r i g i n of the p r e s e n t a t i o n ? Was i t a s o c i e t y or 

something? 

P r e s i d e n t : No, the r e c t o r . I imagine i t i s the church of England. They 

are having a r e s t o r a t i o n t h a n k s g i v i n g s e r v i c e on the 16th of September, which i s the 

324th anniversary of the baptism of my ancestor. So he was b a p t i z e d on the 16th of 



Lumber. I t h i n k he was born i n 1603. He came t o Water town, Mass., i n 1630. 

Question: I s t h a t the one whose p l a c e we went t o see at the cemetery, 

^ptain Coolidge? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , I don't know th a t he was a C a p t a i n . I t says t h a t the 

Bstop of E l y has promised t o preach on t h a t o c c a s i o n , so I Judge i t must be the 

Church of England. 



The Secretary of War, as the press knows, was sent to represent our 

Government at Hawaii, and that leaves General Summerall as the directing force of 

the War Department - though of course we have an Assistant Secretary - but General 

Summerall is the directing force and so I have had the Chief of Naval Operation's, 

Admiral Hughes, up to v i s i t me and talk of naval affairs and I am asking General 

Summerall to come up. He w i l l be here tomorrow to talk with me about the Army 

situation. There isn't anything special I expect to discuss with him, except the 

general situation in relation to the Army. 

I haven't set any time to return to Washington. Of course, I would not 

go to New England and then come back here. If I go to Vermont, i t w i l l be some 

time after I return to Washington. I do not know that John has made any f i n a l 

decision about the work he w i l l enter on. 

I haven't any further expectation of making any address at the Tri-State 

Fair.in Superior. I may attend there. I expect to. I hope to somê  afternoon.on 

some day that w i l l be determined on later. 

I am expecting that Eugene Meyer w i l l c a l l on me when he i s up in this 

region. When is i t that he i s coming, about the 1st of September, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Well, about the 1st of September. He i s coining through 

here in connection with his duties. That reminds me that I had a very interesting 

report this morning from Mr. C. E. Danielson, President of the Greater North 

Dakota Association, and Mr. Milloy, the Secretary of that Association, i n re­

lation to the situation in North Dakota. They are having one of the largest 

crops in the history of the State and he t e l l s me that diversification has pro­

ceeded there very rapidly under the inspiration of the cooperation that I had set 



up I think in 1924 or 1925 for the purpose of making loans to provide capital for 

diversification such as cows, hogs and sheep. That i s administered to quite an 

extent by Mr. Jeffrey, President of the Soo Line. Some of their Vice Presidents 

were in this morning and I was speaking to them of that and they said they would 

put 25,000 sheep next f a l l i n South Dakota. They have already a great deal of 

livestock in there. But to get back to my story about Mr. Danielson he said that 

they would s e l l in the last year and this year about 2,000,000 acres of land at an 

average price of about $31 an acre, which of course goes a very long ways towards 

cleaning up their marketable land, or rather land that was on the market. 

As the press knows, I am making a l i t t l e trip down to Lewis, Wisconsin, 

to visit Mr. Lewis. I shall return tomorrow. I don't know whether any of the 

press is going down or not. Are they Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Yes, arrangements have been made for some of the pn?ess to 

go. 

I had a very pleasant v i s i t on the Apostle Islands the other day. It was 

a very interesting place to v i s i t . I don't know as I have ever commented cn the 

remarkable reception that was given us during our v i s i t to Wausau when I went down 

to attend the State Convention of the Wisconsin American Begion. Their arrangements 

were also very fine and I never went to a place where the arrangements were so 

perfect for the reception of the President and the carrying out of the plans for the 

day. My only regret I had down there was that I didn't have enough time to stay 

longer and to have visited some interesting points around Wausau. I should like 

to have gone over to Stevens Point, which i s the headquarters for making f l i e s for 

fishing, and they have in their immediate vicinity a very celebrated fox farm that 

I should like to have seen. 

I had an invitation this morning to v i s i t the State Convention of the 



American Legion of the State of II inoiq in, * 
l l i n o i s . That comes about the 10th or l 2 t h of 

September. I rather doubt i f I could go there but T tm* * i * 
«s ^nere, but I told them I would take i t 

under consideration. 

Question: Where i s i t to be held? 

President: It i s somewhere this side of Chicago Do 
onicago. Do you r e c a l l Mr. Sanders 

Sanders: I don't know, Mr. President. 

President: It s ^ m s r , 0 +v«,, , ., 
8 w e m s a s though i t was Waukegan. 



I saw a headline i n regard to what General Lord had said about the 

prospects of the Government finances showing a de f i c i t of #94,000,000 for the 

current f i s c a l year. That has very l i t t l e to do with the present budget. 

•That result w i l l come about from the budget that was passed last session. 

What I shall have to do when I get to Washington i s to c a l l i n the heads 

of the departments and see what we can do to cut down our expenses for the 

rest of the year. 

Question: That w i l l be for running between now and next June? 

President: Yes, the 30th day of next June. That i 3 our current 

fiscal year. Of course i t would have this effect on the current estimates, 

that there is going to be a d e f i c i t unless we cut down our expenses for this 

year,and i t means that the estimates for the next f i s c a l year, which w i l l 

begin the 1st of July, 1929, would have to be very carefully made in order 

to avoid a de f i c i t for the f i s c a l year which closes the 30th of June, 1930. 

But this f i s c a l year has to do with the expenses that.are to be incurred 

under the budget which was passed last winter. 

I haven't much information about other countries adhering to the 

peace treaties. I did receive word from Mr. Kellogg that some countries 

had, through their representatives at Washington, expressed to him the ex­

pectation that they would adhere. I think those are some of the South 

American countries. 

The fishing season closes in the public waters the 31st of August. 

It doesn't close in the lakes that are private reserves out at the Lodge, 

so the conference w i l l have to keep on thinking up f i s h stories. 

•Question: That w i l l take you off the Brule River i t s e l f ? 
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President: Yes. 

Question: We didn't have a chance to ask you to t e l l us about that 

prize fish you caught yesterday. 

President: There is nothing special to t e l l about i t . It was a 

rainbow trout that weighed 4-J- pounds. The largest f i s h I caught out there. 

Question: Did i t require much effort in the landing, Mr. President? 

President: Yes, a fish of that kind plays in the water longer, but 

the landing of the fish depends on how well he is hooked. If you have a big 

fish that i s well hooked, i t isn't as d i f f i c u l t to land as a small f i s h that 

isn't so well hooked. 

I don't remember having accepted the Tri-State Fair invitation. 

You can talk with Mr. Sanders about that. 

Mrs. Goodhue's condition remains about the same. The hot weather 

they have been having has been somewhat trying for her. The last few days 

she doesn't appear to be quite so strong. 

I don't know just when I shall go back to Washington. I think some 

time about the middle of the month. I should judge that i t would not be 

earlier than the 10th and not later than the 20th. Some time between those 

dates. 

There was nothing special in the reports I got from General Summerall. 

He thought the Army was in good condition. The enlistments are very satis­

factory and the summer camps have been especially good. The maneuvers for the 

season had worked out very well. The building up of the air service i s going 

on very satisfactorily. He wants to strengthen that a l i t t l e at Panama, which 

is part of the program that is being worked out in the five year program pro­

vided for in the winter of 1926. 
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Secretary West i s here. I presume you have seen him. He i s on 

his way. to look at some of the reclamation projects in the West and 

naturally stopped off here. He says his Department i s going on a l l right. 



I haven't decided when I shall go back to Washington - sometime, as 

I have indicated, between the 10th and 20th. 

Question: Did you notice the temperature has been in the 90 *s, 94, 

the past few days? 

President: No, I didn't notice that. 

Question: I don't want to go to a hospital l i k e some have. 

President: Well, I think you are well cooled off up here end you can 

get along very well for a week or two. You ought to have sufficient energy 

stored up here on your vacation i n this comfortable climate, so that two weeks 

of hot weather wont put you i n the hospital. 

John hasn't any position that I know of. 

I don't know of any engagement to speak that I have i n the near future. 

I guess I have got plenty of invitations and some of them under consideration. 

I haven't made any definite arrangements about any. 

While I suppose that I can't f i s h i n the river, fishing i s open to me 

in the Lakes at Cedar Island, so I don't think I w i l l have to invade any of the 

neighboring states to get a chance to f i s h . There are plenty of other things I 

can do, anyway. 

I haven't any plan about going to Vermont. I would li k e to go up there, 

xkii I want to try to go some time after I return to Washington. 

I haven't any particular information about the p o l i t i c a l situation i n 

Michigan or Ohio. I think Mr. Warren saw the members of the press while he was 

here and Mr. Brown i s here. I don't know whether he has any information about 

Ohio or not, but i f he has the press can get i t f i r s t hand from him. Also Mr. 

Warren. Mr. Warren mentioned incidentally that Michigan would go Republican. 
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T haven't talked with Mr. Brown about the p o l i t i c a l situation i n Ohio. I talked 

K i t h him more about the work of the Department of Commerce, which he says has been 

going on very well. 

Mr. Slemp was coming up some time ago, but something arose that made i t 

impossible to cane at the time he had expected to come. I don't know whether he i s 

planning to come some time in the future or not. It has been l e f t open. 

#Mr. Murphy, the Editor of the Minneapolis Tribune, and Mrs. Murphy 

were in. They w i l l take lunch with us. 

Question: John, Mr. President? 

President: No, Fred. 

I have had several other delegations this morning that I gue3s are on 

the l i s t . I think that i s a l l . 



No time has been set yet for my return to Washington, but I expect to 

return very soon. And I would like to caution the conference not to print the 

date of the return. I wish you would observe that caution. It has usually been 

observed. I think i t wasn't when I started to come up here, but I wish very muc-

that you would. 

Question: In that connection, for our own information, have you any 

idea how long you w i l l remain in Washington before you go to New England? 

President: I haven't made any plan about that. If I go up there, 

I should think i t would be soon. 

Question: In that same week? 

President: Not that same week, but within a week or ten days. 

I do not intend to go to the State Convention of the I l l i n o i s American 

Legion. The only State Convention that I have attended since I have been 

President, of course I have been invited to almost a l l of them, is the one down 

here in Wisconsin. I wanted to show my appreciation of the hospitality of the 

State by making some acknowledgment while I was here. Also the speech i n Minn­

esota. That i s why I made those two addresses. 

My son John has no definite future plans. He has started for home 

and will look for employment. He hasn't taken any yet. He doesn't hold any 

public position. It might be just as well for him i f a l l his goings and com­

ings were not published in the press. 

Senator Schall came in to pay his respects while I was up here. He 

had no particular errand. I do not know whether the press has had a chance to 

see him. Did you see him? 



Mr. Young: I had a brief talk with him and I understood him to say he 

was supporting Mr. Hoover and predicted his election. 

President: Well, I understand that i s so. But his errand here seemed to 

be one of courtesy and to express his thanks for the consideration that I had given 

him in the performance of his duties i n Washington. 

I didn't receive any definite reports about things from Secretary Davis of 

the War Department. He said he had a very interesting and he thought profitable 

journey to Honoluly. He reported that conditions out there appear to be very good. 

Mr. Meyer stayed over night and then went down to Minneapolis. He i s making a v i s i t 

out here and an inspection to keep in touch with the farm banks of this region, and 

he reported to me that the farm banks were making very commendable progress. There 

is a call for some more money. The banks are making plans to furnish further 

financing for agriculture and those banks that he found were not in so good con­

dition as he thought they ought to be when he took office are gradually getting 

back into better shape. I think the press already knows that I am expecting to at­

tend the Fair tomorrow, isn't i t Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Yes, tomorrow afternoon about 2:00 o'clock. 

President: And I believe the newspaper men and picture men are coming out 

to the Lodge tomorrow morning. It may be a l i t t l e wet out there i n the dew. You 

better bring some rubbers along with you to keep dry, i f you are coming out early i n 

the morning. 

Mr. Young: 8:30. 

President: Yes• 

Mr. Young: It isn't l i k e l y you w i l l say anything tomorrow at the Fair? 

President: No. I am just going as an exhibit. 
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Press: Did you see the advertisement of the Mayor, which had that im­

port? 

President: No, I didn't see that. Well, i f anybody goes and buys a 

ticket on that account they w i l l have to take i t up with the Mayor to see whether 

h e secured money on false pretenses. I like to go to f a i r s . I enjoyed them very 

much when I was a boy at home. I enjoy i t very much more when I don't have to 

make a speech. 

Press: Where did they hold them up there? At Rutland? 

President: At Woodstock. They had fa i r s at Rutland, but we seldom 

went there. There i s a very old agricultural association at Woodstock which has 

been in existence for a great many years, a very mature organization. They have 

a large fair grounds and I went there. 

Press: Ludlow didn't have a fair? 

President: No, they didn't have a f a i r there. They had desoltory at­

tempts at i t , but didn't have any regular f a i r there. But ?/oodstock always had 

a fair. That was the Windsor County organization. 

Press: Did you ever exhibit any? 

President: No. 



I haven't la i d out any detailed plans about going to Vermont. I ex­

pected to go in case they want me to come. I have written to the Governor 

since I have been up here. I don't know whether he made any detailed response 

or not. Do you recall, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: I don't think i t reached that stage. 

President: If we go we shall probably either on our way up or back 

go to Northampton to see how Mrs. Goodhue i s . 

Representative Newton has been in this morning. He talked with me 

about the recurring subject of navigation of the Mississippi. The barge line 

they are putting i n there i s developing f a i r l y well, and I am interested too 

in future action regarding the depth of the channel. That i s something that 

will come up for consideration, probably not during my administration, but very 

soon. And he i s conferring with Mr. Sanders, who was director of the Speakers' 

Bureau four years ago for such information as he could get from him. Of course, 

he thinks the speaking end of the campaign is being satisfactorily l a i d out. 

As I indicated to the pressconference the other day I have been 

undertaking for the past five years to give an administration that might com­

mend i t s e l f to the country. I am proposing to continue that up un t i l election 

day. I haven't any plans for any other special part in the campaign. I do 

not know what may develop along that line. 

I have the thanks here of the press members of Superior and Duluth. 

It has been a pleasure to have them come in and a satisfaction to cooperate 

with them in getting the news of the Presidential office for the local press. 

I am very glad to have an opportunity to thank them for the many courtesies that 

the local press has extended to us, to myself and my family and the office 
force, since we have been here in this part of the country. 01718 



[Che President: I am very glad to have a chance to welcome the members 

of the White House Press Association again. I hope you a l l had as pleasant 

a summer as we had i n Northern Wisconsin. 

I haven*t made any definite decision yet about a t r i p to "Vermont. I 

have received since I came back a wire from Governor Weeks of Vermont renewing 

his invitation and I think i t i s very l i k e l y that I s h a l l go up there. I do 

not intend to make any addresses while on that t r i p . It i s more for the pur­

pose of v i s i t i n g the State. 

Query: Did Governor Weeks in v i t e you to any par t i c u l a r occasion? 

The President: No; i t i s just to make an inspection t r i p around the 

State. 

I have been i n conference with the Red Cross concerning the si t u a t i o n 

in Porto Rico and they are getting up an expedition of four or f i v e men to go 

to Charleston and thence by Navy boat to Porto Rico. They have no dire c t 

report on the damage i n Porto Rico although the Chancellor of the University 

of Porto Rico has reported xisxxkack to the press association that i t i s serious. 

If in the meantime i t should develop that i t i s not very serious they would 

abandon their expedition there. 

I talked with Mr. Hoover some yesterday about the course of his campaign 

and talked with Mr. Mellon about the business and economic condition of the 

country and the state of the Treasury. I do not know whether the members 

of the press conference r e c a l l that the figures I gave at the business meet­

ing of the Government on June 11th, just before I started for Superior, were 
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figures t h a t i n d i c a t e d a d e f i c i t t h i s y e a r of $94,000,000. That came out 

i n the press some time i n the immediate p a s t . There was n o t h i n g new ah out 

that. I t was merely a r e p e t i t i o n of the f i g u r e s t h a t I gave a t t h a t time. 

I have taken up w i t h t h e v a r i o u s departments a t the Cabinet meeting t h i s 

morning the q u e s t i o n o f what t h e y c o u l d do t o make enough savings i n the 

expenditures between now and the 30th of next June so as t o take every p r e ­

caution a g a i n s t a d e f i c i t . That i s b e i n g worked on by the v a r i o u s d e p a r t ­

ments, and I do not expect t h a t t h e r e w i l l be any d e f i c i t . 

The next i n command i n the Panama Canal Zone w i l l "he a p p o i n t e d Gov­

ernor. I have f o r g o t t e n what h i s name i s . 

Correspondent: Governor Burgess? 

The P r e s i d e n t : I t h i n k so — the next i n command t o Governor 

Walker. 

I suppose th e r e w i l l be r e p o r t s from now u n t i l the end of my term con­

cerning what I may or may not do a f t e r I cease t o be P r e s i d e n t . I do not 

know anything about r e p o r t s of t h a t k i n d and haven't g i v e n the matter any 

p a r t i c u l a r c o n s i d e r a t i o n and do not expect t o . As I have i n d i c a t e d t o the 

conference a g r e a t many times - i f you want to make a scoop you w i l l be 

pretty l i k e l y t o make one i f you say t h a t the r e p o r t t h a t the P r e s i d e n t i s 

going t o do so and so i s untrue. 

One of the correspondents i n q u i r e d i f the P r e s i d e n t had r e f e r e n c e to 

any speeches t h a t he had i n mind, t o which the P r e s i d e n t r e p l i e d : 

I made t h a t g e n e r a l o b s e r v a t i o n . You can a p p l y i t any way you 

want t o . 



s 

I have here the f i r s t s u g g e s t i o n t h a t has come t o me r e l a t i v e t o the 

p o s s i b i l i t y t h a t commissions may be a p p o i n t e d — the news coming from 

Geneva - t o c o n s i d e r the q u e s t i o n s o f e v a c u a t i o n and q u e s t i o n s o f the debt 

and r e p a r a t i o n s of Germany. T h i s i s the f i r s t i n f o r m a t i o n I fcsat&xxxsi have 

of anything of t h a t k i n d , so I c o u l d not make any d e f i n i t e comment about i t . 

I don't know what i s r e a l l y i n v o l v e d i n i t . We s h o u l d not c o n s i d e r i n 

advance any answer t o an i n v i t a t i o n t h a t might be sent t o us b e f o r e t h e i n ­

v i t a t i o n i s r e c e i v e d . I would say i n g e n e r a l t h a t the q u e s t i o n o f evacua­

tion and the q u e s t i o n o f r e p a r a t i o n s , each i s p r e t t y much a European ques­

t i o n w i t h which our p o l i c y would be not t o i n t e r f e r e . But I don't want 

to undertake t o say what would be done i n advance of d e f i n i t e p r o p o s a l s made 

to us. 

I haven't any new i n f o r m a t i o n about the Anglo-French n a v a l agreement or 

i t s i m p l i c a t i o n s - n o t h i n g t o add t o t h a t which I have a l r e a d y s a i d . I f the 

French and the E n g l i s h have been a b l e t o make an agreement about t h e i r prob­

lems of disarmament, we are v e r y g l a d t h a t they have been a b l e t o agree. 

Of course, t h a t does not mean t h a t t h e i r agreement a f f e c t s any one but them­

selves. Our p o l i c y concerning the agreement on the l i m i t a t i o n of armaments 

i s wellknown. I f two g r e a t European c o u n t r i e s , l i k e the F r e n c h and England, 

have been a b l e t o make an agreement f o r t h e i r own l i m i t a t i o n s , we a r e very 

much p l e a s e d t o know t h a t t h a t has been done. 

I t i s not probable t h a t I s h a l l t a k e up the m a t t e r of a p p o i n t i n g judges 

before the Senate convenes. That would be my g e n e r a l p o l i c y . Oftentimes 

I might want t o a p p o i n t some one a l r e a d y h o l d i n g an o f f i c e . I f I s h o u l d 

undertake t o make the appointment i n v a c a t i o n time t h a t person would have t o 



resign his office and take a chance on confirmation, which is always problem­

atical, whereas i f I appoint such a person after the Senate convenes why then 

that person goes on holding his office until he is confirmed or rejected, and 

if he is rejected i t doesn't make any difference; i t would not have any bear­

ing on his present position. There may be some special reasons for some 

special appointments between now and the fi r s t of December but I don't think 

that will be the case. 

I think the idea that I might go hunting in Kentucky arose from the fact 

that the bird dog that was given me in Superior I had Colonel Starling send 

down to a friend of his in Kentucky, who is a very fine trainer of dogs. I 

presume that a l l the hunting I will do in Kentucky will be done by proxy 

through this dog. I haven't thought of going down there myself. I should 

think i t would be a pleasant journey, and one I would like to make, but I do 

not suppose there is any chance for i t , although there might be after the 

fourth of March. 

Correspondent: You said you did not think there would be a deficit, 

f i l l you give the reasons? 

The President: Well, I think we could make enough savings in the de­

partments. There are always some shifts both ways. Of course, that 

|94,000,000 has been added to by the decision of the Interstate Commerce 

Commission increasing the pay of the railroads. On the other hand, there 

have been some plans for appropriations that probably will not require any 

expenditures during the current year. So that I think we can reduce our 

expenses enough so there will not be a deficit. If you gentlemen will 

encourage business as much as you can that will increase our revenues 



The President: I ifeven't had any report from the T a r i f f Commission rela 

tive to the cost of production of flax i n this country and the principal com­

peting country abroad. I shall be guide djyery largely by what they might re­

port to me i n relation to i t . 

I am, as the conference knows, v i s i t i n g Yermont and I suppose some of the 

members of the press are going along. It i s probably quite a l i t t l e cooler 

there than i t is here, and you need to pack some comfortable clothing to take 

with you. I expect to be i n Plymouth on Friday, arriving there Thursday 

night and be there Friday morning. I am planning to leave there soon after 

noon. 

Query: At what point does the Governor join you? 

The President: He joins me at the station that i s nearest Montpelier — 

Montpelier Junction — and goes to Burlington with me. Some of the Repre­

sentatives — I don't know whether we have heard from the Senators. Have 

you heard, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Ho, we have not. 

The President:- Both Members of the House w i l l be at the station. 

Query: Will the Attorney General go with you too? 

The President: The Attorney General is going with me. I expect Mrs. 

Sargent w i l l probably jo*in us at Bellows F a l l s or White Eiver Junction. 

Of course, I shall be glad to see any of our old neighbors around ply-



mouth who might want to drop in on Friday forenoon. 

I have "been i n touch this morning through the Cabinet and through other 

sources with the storm condition i n Porto Rico and i n Florida. The storm 

is very violent there. We are expecting that the Red Cross people w i l l ar­

rive late today or early tomorrow at Porto Rico, and we w i l l then get more 

detailed reports as to what is necessary. It has already been reported 

that I have deflected two Army transports loaded with provisions and supplies, 

and plans are being made to send food there through the Red Cross. The De­

partment of Labor, through i t s Immigration Commissioner, Mr. Nichols, has put 

their services at the disposal of the efforts being made to give r e l i e f ; and 

also the Department of Commerce. 

The wind is s t i l l rather bad i n Florida and i s being followed by heavy 

rain storms. Last night they had eleven inches i n Savannah, and i t is ex­

pected that some damage w i l l result from the rains down there. It seems to b 

going up the Coast, but i t is thought that the wind-storm i s pretty much dis s i 

pated. We are making plans for whatever r e l i e f we can furnish and whatever 

may be necessary. 
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The President: There isn't anything that I can add to what I 

have already said concerning the Anglo-French naval agreement. 

I haven't any specific information about the o i l controversy i n 

Colombia. If there is anything about that i t can be secured at the 

State Department. 

We have no invitation or any knowledge that an invitation is to 

be sent to a tri-partite conference to consider the English and French 

disarmament agreement. When we had anything to propose i n the way of 

limitation of armaments we asked for a conference of the powers that 

were interested and proposed i t there. Some came that we invited — 

some did not come — refused even to discuss the question. I think 

that would be the proper tribunal before which to have a discussion and 

present our views rather than to try to carry on a discussion through 

the public press. 

I haven't any knowledge as to what probable action Congress wi l l 

take on the Naval building b i l l that is in the Senate. I have assumed 

a l l the time that i t would probably be taken up and passed. 

I haven? t made any final decision about extending the Saturday 

half-holiday to Federal employees. It has been customary to have two 

months — July and August — on the theory that the weather in Washing­

ton at that time was warm. Last Spring I extended that to include June 



and September. My offhand impression is that that i s as far as the pres-
I 

ident ought to go. If something further is done I think i t ought to be 

done by legislation rather than by any stretch of the authority of the 

President. But I haven't made any f i n a l decision about i t . Our Fed­

eral employees now have th i r t y days of leave, working days. They have 

their sick leave — I think they have another month for sick leave i n case 

of necessity. And they have the usual holidays. Almost always when 

those occur there i s great pressure for an extra holiday either for the 

day before or the day after. Of course, to extend a Saturday half-holiday 

would mean an addition of twelve percent of labor cost to the Government — 

that i s , to extend a Saturday half-holiday throughout the year. So that 

my offhand opinion is that i f anything of that kind i s done i t ought to 

be done by Act of Congress. 

I haven't taken up for f i n a l consideration the appointment of a Fed­

eral Judge i n Louisiana. 

I understand that the Board of Mediation is i n touch with the r a i l ­

road situation on the Western roads where that i s an unsettled request for 

increase of wages on the part of the conductors and trainmen. I think 

there is a f a i r chance that i t may be adjusted. If i t is not adjusted, 

the next thing would be the appointment of a board under the statute. 

In case of failure to bring about an adjustment, I suppose i t would be the 

duty of the President to appoint such a board; but I have every hope that 

some adjustment may be made. 

I have been invited to v i s i t Fredericksburg, V i r g i n i a , on the 19th of 



October and have that under consideration. 

Query: What i s the occasion? 

The President: It has to do with the dedication of the battle­

fields there. There was a b i l l passed by Congress to establish a nation­

al military park at and near Fredericksburg, Virginia, and to mark, and pre 

serve h i s t o r i c a l points connected with the battles of Fredericksburg, 

Spotsylvania Court House, Wilderness,, and Chancellorsville, including 

Salem Church, Virginia. They want to begin the work under that and 

have some appropriate exercises. 

Query: If you go might you make a speech or just a v i s i t ? 

The President: They want me to make a short address. I have an 

invitation from the Governor of Virginia and some of the members of the 

House and Senate. 



I don't know as there is any comment to be made on the note that we 

gent to France and England on the proposed naval limitation. I don't know 

whether you have seen the note or not. It speaks for i t s e l f , I think. I 

don't know of any comment that can be made in relation to i t . 

The seriousness of the storm down i n Florida, according to reports that 

keep coming in to me, seems to increase. Mr. Rahn was in yesterday. He 

spells his name Rahn, A. A. D. Rahn. He went down as the representative of 

the Shriners. They did a great deal about flood r e l i e f in the Mississippi 

Valley and he came in to t e l l me of the serious conditions that exist there, 

the large loss of l i f e and the immediate need for r e l i e f , and of the 

intensity and the wide extent of the destruction. So i t is necessary to 

appeal again to the country, - I don't mean in a formal way, as I have a l ­

ready done, but in an informal way through the press to be as responsive 

as possible to requests of the Red Cross for means with which to meet the 

emergency. 

t 



Tuesday, October 2, 1928. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference* 

There have been and probably w i l l continue to be e f f o r t s to make 

some arrangement by which the taxpayers of America may pay the German rep­

arations. That i s n ' t looked on wi t h any favor i n t h i s country, nor do we 

see that i t has any connection w i t h the debts that are due to our country. 

Those have a l l been s e t t l e d , w i t h some t r i f l i n g exceptions, and a l l been 

r a t i f i e d but one. I don't see any good r e s u l t to be secured by d i s c u s s i n g 

i t i n the press. I t has been my p o l i c y f o r a long time to r e f r a i n from any 

discussion i n r e l a t i o n to i t , c o n s i d e r i n g i t as a c l o s e d i n c i d e n t . 

I haven't given any thought about going to Northampton to vote. 

I didn't go four years ago, I went two years ago. I have no present ex­

pectation of making any speech i n Massachusetts. 

I can't t e l l about the p o s s i b l e d e f i c i t or what arrangements may 

be made to prevent i t u n t i l we get f u r t h e r reports as to the r e s u l t s on the 

income s i d e . When we get rep o r t s i n f o r J u l y , August and September, we s h a l l 

have considerable information that would enable us to make estimates f o r the 

other 9 months of the year, and we s h a l l know how much i t i s probably neces­

sary to reduce expenditures i n order to have a balance w i t h the income. Of 

course, that w i l l be done. I don't know j u s t how i t w i l l be done. We s h a l l 

take such steps as may be necessary to accomplish that end. 

Ambassador Houghton hasn't resigned* I don't know whether he i n ­

tends to r e s i g n , and of course any s p e c u l a t i o n about a h y p o t h e t i c a l s i t u a ­

t i o n of that k i n d w h i l e i t might not be premature on the p a r t of the pr e s s , 

which always d e l i g h t s i n s p e c u l a t i o n , would be quite premature on my p a r t , 

I have a l l I can do i n d e a l i n g with f a c t s and r e a l i t i e s and l e a v i n g the 

press to deal with h y p o t h e t i c a l s i ^ u ^ t ^ p n s . They are much b e t t e r equipped 



If 

to do that than I am. 

I don't know what the T a r i f f Commission may f i n d i n r e l a t i o n to the 

t a r i f f on corn and f l a x seed. A l l that they could f i n d would "be t h i s - the 

difference i n cost between production here and production i n the p r i n c i p a l com­

peting country, and a l l that the President would be authorized under the law to 

do would be to put on an increase or a decrease i n t a r i f f , so as to balance up 

that d i f f e r e n c e . Sow, that would mean that a f o r e i g n competing country and our 

own country could only be put on a ba s i s of e q u a l i t y . That i s , i f i t costs 

$1 to r a i s e a bushel of c o m here and i t costs 90^ i n a f o r e i g n country, then 

under the t a r i f f law the President would have the r i g h t to increase the present 

t a r i f f not more than 50% i n order to make up any discrepancy. He couldn't under 

the law take any a c t i o n that would be u n f a i r and unjust to any f o r e i g n country, 

because a l l he could do would be to put the Unit e d States on a b a s i s of 

equality, so that the f o r e i g n producer and the domestic producer would stand 

on the same basis i n approaching the market. I presume that i s n ' t w e l l under­

stood i n some f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . I f i t were w e l l understood, I doulbt i f they 

would f e e l any t r e p i d a t i o n at a p o s s i b l e change i n our rat e s of duty, because 

i t can't be anything that i s going t o be u n f a i r t o t h e i r producers and o f t e n ­

times i t might s t i l l leave them i n a p o s i t i o n of advantage. I have f o r g o t t e n 

what the present t a r i f f on corn i s - i t i s n ' t l a r g e , and i t only authorizes i t 

to be increased 50%, so that the s i t u a t i o n might Tery w e l l a r i s e where a f t e r 

an increase of that k i n d had been made, i f i t should be made, the f o r e i g n 

producer would s t i l l have a considerable advantage over the domestic producer. 

My wife i s r e t u r n i n g today from Northampton, I expect. I had a l e t t e r 

from her saying she was expecting to leave there t h i s morning and reach here 

this evening, unless mother Goodhue i s very much worse. I have had no wire 



from her t h i s morning. I expect she i s c a r r y i n g out the p l a n mentioned i n her 

letter. She wants to he here the 4th of October, because that i s the anni­

versary of our wedding which took place i n 1905. I t w i l l be the 23rd anni­

versary. 



I am expecting to make an address of welcome at the General Con­

vention of the Episcopal Church, which they are holding i n t h i s c i t y , and 

I s h a l l speak Wednesday morning, October 10th, at 10:30 o'clock. I am a l s o 

expecting to speak at Fredericksburg the 19th, at 2:00 o'clock i n the a f t e r ­

noon a t the b a t t l e f i e l d ceremonies. 

Questions Is that r i g h t i n the c i t y of outside? 

President: I t i s up at the outdoor auditorium. Oh, outside on the 

b a t t l e f i e l d . I th i n k up at the Cathedral they have an amphitheater where 

the Episcopal services w i l l be he l d , and should i t be stormy they w i l l be 

i n the auditorium. 

I am g e t t i n g a very f i n e response from the d i f f e r e n t departments and 

bureaus to my suggestion that they make a c a r e f u l canvass to see what sav­

ings can be made i n the expenditures f o r the year. While I have&'t 

d e f i n i t e f i g u r e s yet to give out, the response i s encouraging enough to 

lead me to expect that we can avoid a d e f i c i t at the end of t h i s f i s c a l 

year next June. 



So f a r as I know, Ambassador Houghton has not i n d i c a t e d that he would ©r 

would not tender h i s r e s i g n a t i o n , because he i s a candidate f o r Senate i n the State 

of New York* 

I haven't seen what President Machado of Cuba may have s a i d r e l a t i v e to 

the Piatt Amendment. I have a great deal of confidence i n the President, but I 

don't know as any h e l p f u l r e s u l t could be secured from my undertaking to discuss 

that subject i n the press* 

I haven't any very d e f i n i t e information concerning the s i t u a t i o n i n 

linseed o i l at the present time r e l a t i v e to the amount of duty that i s imposed on 

! iaports. Some time ago, oh two or three years I should t h i n k , a report was made to 

me by the T a r i f f Commission r e l a t i v e to c e r t a i n l i n s e e d products under which I 

could, i f I had thought i t would be good p o l i c y f o r the country, have made some 

reduction i n the r a t e of duty. I d i d not think i t would be h e l p f u l to the f l a x 

industry at that time and I therefore d i d not make any reduction. Now, whether 

there has been any change i n the s i t u a t i o n , i n the comparative costs a t home and 

the p r i n c i p a l competing countries abroad, so that the Commission could f i n d that 

the difference i n costs are not already compensated f o r by the t a r i f f , I do not 

know. 

So f a r as I am advised, we have no o f f i c i a l information r e l a t i v e to the 

action which the French Government i s reported to have taken r e l a t i v e to an American 

newspaper man.for p u b l i s h i n g some a r t i c l e s r e l a t i v e to the E n g l i s h and French naval 

agreement. That may be e n t i r e l y a domestic matter and as such t h i s Government 

would not be warranted i n i n t e r f e r i n g i n i t . Of course, we do undertake t© pr©tect 

the legal r i g h t s of our c i t i s e n s when we f i n d on representation that they have been 



i t 

•infringed, 

I do not know of any comment that I can make on the t r a n s - A t l a n t i c f l i g h t 

I of the d i r i g i b l e Count Zeppelin, which i s scheduled to s t a r t to day, other than that 

I wish i t may be succ e s s f u l and my hope that i t may be an experiment that w i l l be 

! helpful i n the development of a v i a t i o n * 

I don't know exa c t l y what General Hines proposed r e l a t i v e to a separate 

department to handle a l l matters connected w i t h the war veterans, but I rather 

think from a conversation I had with him i t probably r e f e r r e d to h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n 

especially, There are some reasons why h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n could be done more success­

fully, i f i t was a l l under one d i r e c t i n g head than under the s i t u a t i o n we now have, 

ihen part of i t i s under the Bureau of the Budget and part of i t i s under another 

commission, I do not think i t would make very much d i f f e r e n c e with the expenses* 

There might be some instances when i t would be po s s i b l e f o r the Veterans Bureau 

to place men i n h o s p i t a l s that are now under another j u r i s d i c t i o n , but I t h i n k that 

is going on quite s t e a d i l y at the present time. I should t h i n k i t would be more a 

patter of convenience of admi n i s t r a t i o n than i t would be i n g r e a t l y reducing the cost 

of administration. 

I have no information about a suggested a c t i o n , which I think has been 

published, other than what I have seen i n the press r e l a t i v e to the proposal of 

certain of our diplomats abroad holding m i n i s t e r i a l p o s i t i o n s that they would not 

submit t h e i r resignations at the end of my ad m i n i s t r a t i o n . That, of course, would 

be a matter f o r the incoming ad m i n i s t r a t i o n to decide* As I r e c a l l i t , both 

kbassadors and M i n i s t e r s are appointed f o r an i n d e f i n i t e time, but I th i n k the 

custom has been fo r them to submit t h e i r resignations at the end of the administra­

tion that appointed them. I don't see that that would have any p r a c t i c a l e f f e c t one 

wy or another. The C o n s t i t u t i o n places the conduct of f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s i n the 
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hands of the President and the Ambassador and M i n i s t e r might be s a i d to be very 

largely the personal representative of the President i n c a r r y i n g out h i s i n s t r u c t i o n s , 

and if he does not r e s i g n and the President wishes to make a change he would un­

doubtedly have the power of removal* There i s an aspect of t h i s , though, that i s 

interesting. I t i s a recurrence of the d i s p o s i t i o n that i s manifest i n the Govern-

lent service on the part of people i n the se r v i c e to undertake to make t h e i r body a 

self-perpetuating body, so that no one can come into the s e r v i c e unless he has a 

certificate of approval from those who are associated with them i n the s e r v i c e , and 

after he i s once i n to undertake to make some arrangement by which i t would be im­

possible for him to be displaced. That i s not i n accordance with our C o n s t i t u t i o n 

Mad laws, and of course would not work at a l l i n r e l a t i o n to our f o r e i g n s e r v i c e , 

where the representative i s p e c u l i a r l y a representative of the President. We have 

pertaken to b u i l d up a permanent s e r v i c e i n our f o r e i g n representation, and i f t h i s 

proposal i s merely a suggestion that we should continue our e f f o r t s to that end the 

proposal i s a l l r i g h t . I f i t has the other d e s i r e , the b u i l d i n g up of a s e l f - p e r ­

petuating body, I don't know of any way that i t could be done, and i f i t could be 

accomplished i t would not work out w e l l . The f o r e i g n representatives must n e c e s s a r i l y 

represent the p o s i t i o n and opinion of the President as i t may be transmitted to them 

through the State Department* 



I have no information other than what i s g e n e r a l l y p u b l i c r e l a t i v e to the 

flight of the Count Zeppelin. I should expect to send a message of con g r a t u l a t i o n 

to the f l i g h t i s completed, 

There has a report come i n , I thi n k , from the T a r i f f Commission on f l u o r ­

spar, For the information of my stenographer, rather than the press, that i s 

spelled f-l-u-o-r-s-p-a-r. That i s being handled i n the regular course, l e u s u a l l y 

send those to the Department of Commerce and f i n d out what e f f e c t a change i n the 

tariff rate might have on our commerce, and then a f t e r that i t would go to the 

Treasury Department to a s c e r t a i n whether the papers are properly drawn. That i s 

Iwhat is being done. 

I don't r e c a l l having any report from the Shipping Board i n d i c a t i n g that 

. they were having any d i f f i c u l t y i n i n t e r p r e t i n g the provisions of the new Shipping 

Board b i l l with respect to dealing with a p p l i c a t i o n s f o r paymentfor c a r r y i n g 

foreign mail. That i s a matter that i s dealt with by the Post O f f i c e Department 

and the Shipping Board. There are some con t r a c t s , I t h i n k , that are p r a c t i c a l l y 

ready for acceptance, and those are going forward i n the regular course. I have 

lad some rather offhand conversations with one or two members of the Shipping Board 

i in relation to the r e s u l t s under t h i s act of the proposal to b u i l d new sh i p s . Those 

results seem to be very s a t i s f a c t o r y . I asked Chairman O'Connor about i t . He s a i d 

he couldn't t e l l e x a c t l y , but he counted up 12 ships that are going to be b u i l t . 

I think l a t e r some member of the Board t o l d me that there were 18. That i s my 

recollection, though my mind i s n ' t e n t i r e l y c l e a r as to the number, but a very con­

siderable number, i n d i c a t i n g very good r e s u l t s i n the way of g e t t i n g American ships 

jkilt. That i s one of the things we e s p e c i a l l y want to encourage p r i v a t e enterprise 



L engage i n , b u i l d i n g ships and p a t t i n g them into operation. 

The r e s u l t of the e f f o r t to cut down expenditures and the i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

kto income, as I i n d i c a t e d , by three months experience have been encouraging. We 

kidently can make considerable savings i n our expenditures and there are some items 

i our income that are l a r g e r than we thought and some not so l a r g e . We have not 

it, by reason of the re d u c t i o n of expenditures and the increase i n Some, been able 

D make an estimate that e n t i r e l y balances the budget, but we are near enough to i t 

> that I think i t can be done. That, I am reminded, i s one o f the reasons that we 

re waiting f o r the time being on some of these m a i l c a r r y i n g orders. Those con-

Itracts have not been made and we are w a i t i n g to see what the prospects of income 

ay be. That i s being helped out i n c e r t a i n respects by the s a l e of ships by the 

jpipping Board that w i l l r e s u l t i n considerable savings. They are d i s p o s i n g of some 

lines that are being operated a t a loss and when that i s done, of course, the l o s s 

hat is made by the Shipping Bo<:.rd i s wiped out and the C03t o f g e t t i n g the m a i l 

j reason of the new p r i v a t e contract i s not so much i n some cases as the Shipping 

oard loss, so that we are making some savings i n that d i r e c t i o n . But I t h i n k we 

ave gone f a r enough to say that unless some unforeseen things come up and Congress 

akes appropriations that r e q u i r e expenditure before the 30th of next June, there 

111 be savings and we can balance the budget. I t w i l l be necessary to make some 

ore savings and f o r the Congress to r e f r a i n from spending money between now and 

be 30th next. 



I have j u s t learned w i t h i n the hour of the death of Benjamin F. Strong, 

the Governor of the Federal Reserve Bank, of New York. I have sent a message of 

lympathy to h i s son expressing my a p p r e c i a t i o n of h i s s e r v i c e and of the h i g h p o s i -

iion that he held i n the f i n a n c i a l world, both i n t h i s c o u n t r y and abroad. 

I am not enough o f an expert on ocean f l i g h t s to make any comment that 

lould he very h e l p f u l as to the proper r e s u l t of the f l i g h t of the Zeppe l i n . I t 

ippears to have demonstrated that i t i s p o s s i b l e to f l y across the ocean w i t h some 

degree of s a f e t y , but too soon to determine whether such f l i g h t s are going to be 

losaercially p r a c t i c a b l e . There i s very l i t t l e I could add to the telegram of con­

gratulation that I sent to the master of the s h i p . 

I am advised by my s t a f f that we have had some communications r e l a t i v e to 

the power development at Cumberland F a l l s , which have been r e f e r r e d i n the us u a l 

course to the Power Commission, who have e x c l u s i v e j u r i s d i c t i o n over the g r a n t i n g 

or the withholding of permits f o r power development of that nature. 

I am speaking, as I t h i n k the conference already knows, F r i d a y a t 

Fredericksburg, Va. at 5:00 i n the afternoon. There w i l l be an opportunity f o r 

lembers of the press to go down on the t r a i n w i t h me, i f they so wish. Admiral 

Hughes i s going, General Summerall would go, but he i s i n the f a r West, and I have 

Invited General Lejeune. And Saturday evening a t 9:00 I am g i v i n g a short t a l k over 

the radio i n connection w i t h the c o n f e r r i n g of the medal that the Congress voted to 

Thomas A. Edison* I t would have been the u s u a l course f o r him to come to Washington 

and have the medal presented by me, but h i s h e a l t h i s such t h a t i t d i d not seem ex­

pedient. So Mr. Mel l o n i s to make the address of p r e s e n t a t i o n , and I an to make a 

fei remarks of a p p r e c i a t i o n to Mr. Edison of the great work he has done i n i n v e n t i o n 

and discovery i n the f i e l d of e l e c t r i c i t y and i t s a l l i e d f i e l d s . 
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I didn't see the address that General Lord made a t Chicago, I doubt very 

jkch i f he went on record as sayi n g that there would be a hundred m i l l i o n d e f i c i t at 

{bend of t h i s f i s c a l year. I t i s probable that he s a i d unless there were savings 

In the expenditures and increases i n r e c e i p t s we might face a d e f i c i t of p r a c t i c a l l y 

tt amount. That would be i n harmony w i t h what I s a i d i n my budget speech i n 

e. At that time the f i g u r e s were $s94,00u,00u. Since that time we have made some 

[forts i n savings and there have been some increases i n the expectation of r e ~ 

eipts and some decreases. But on the whole a l i t t l e balance of increases i n r e -

eipts and some decreases i n expenditures. So that we have been able to clos e up 

hat gap somewhat. 

We have had no o f f i c i a l advices about a committee that i s about to be o r -

iuized i n Europe to consider German r e p a r a t i o n s , and u n t i l we get such o f f i c i a l ad-

ices i t w i l l remain a h y p o t h e t i c a l question that we proaably would not a s s i s t the 

jpopean s i t u a t i o n i n undertaking to discuss as to what a t t i t u d e we might take i n 

(elation to i t . 

I t i s n ' t p o s s i b l e to say whether, now that the E n g l i s h and French naval 

testions have been published, i t would be probable that any f u r t h e r naval l i m i t a -

agreements can be reached before 1931. I t h i n k i t i s f a i r to say that so f a r 

we have been advised concerning the agreement made between France and England 

didn't seem to advance the p r o b a b i l i t y of f u r t h e r agreements about naval arma-

mts. The only advance i t could be s a i d to have made was a c e r t a i n change of a t -

tude on the part of the French and E n g l i s h r e l a t i v e to l i m i t a t i o n , but i t was a 

|inge of a t t i t u d e w i t h which we were unable to agree. I do not understand that 

per I t a l y or Japan agreed to i t . But they d i d not set out t h e i r p o s i t i o n w i t h the 
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Alness of d e t a i l that we d i d . I t h i n k t h e i r a t t i t u d e i n r e l a t i o n to i t , so f a r as 

jt has been d i s c l o s e d , i s very s i m i l a r to our a t t i t u d e . Not e x a c t l y l i k e i t , hut 

along the same l i n e s . That means two countries have i n d i c a t e d that they might agree 

t0 something, i f others would agree, out i t i s apparent that other c o u n t r i e s do not 

^ee to i t , and so there hasn't been much of any progress made. The encouraging 

part of i t i s that France, which didn't attend the naval conference I c a l l e d i n 1927, 

ad the English have i n d i c a t e d that they were w i l l i n g to change t h e i r a t t i t u d e and 

they might he w i l l i n g to change i t f u r t h e r . 

I haven't had any report from the T a r i f f Commission on the corn schedule. 

1 understood that one was l i k e l y to he made some time i n the near f u t u r e . 

I am expecting to speak here on the 11th of November at an A r m i s t i c e Day 

celebration h e l d under the auspices of the American Legion, and I am a l s o expecting 

to speak a few days a f t e r t h a t , I t h i n k on the 16th, a t the N a t i o n a l ^Grange Con-

rention that i s to be h e l d i n t h i s c i t y . Those are the only f i n a l l y scheduled 

ipeeches that I have agreed to make i n the near f u t u r e . 



I don't r e c a l l the d e t a i l s of the estimate submitted by the Fed e r a l Trade 

Commission, as to whether there was an item of #250,000 to continue the p u b l i c u t -

1 ilities i n q u i r y . I have no doubt that whatever may appear to be necessary to c a r r y 

on that i n q u i r y w i l l be recommended i n the budget. The budget i s not made up u n t i l 

l i t i s ready f o r submission to the Congress, so that no d e c i s i o n has been made on that 

or any other item that would be i n any sense f i n a l . We make some p r e l i m i n a r y 

estimates along i n the summer, which I made when General Lord came up to Wisconsin — 

I should say p r e l i m i n a r y a l l o c a t i o n s , and of course there was a p r e l i m i n a r y a l l o c a t i o n 

sade for the expenses of the Federal Trade Commission, whether i t d i d or d i d not 

include that amount I can not say, hut I have no doubt that such estimates w i l l be 

presented to the Congress as the Commission i s able to demonstrate w i l l be necessary 

to carry on the i n q u i r y . I t h i n k i t i s an i n q u i r y made by d i r e c t i o n of e i t h e r both 

houses or one house of the Congress and that being the case i t would c a r r y a very 

strong i m p l i c a t i o n t h a t the budget would recommend c e r t a i n appropriations that might 

be necessary. 

The a c t i o n of the F i l i p i n o l e g i s l a t u r e i n passing a b i l l f o r importing 

tobacco and sugar i n t o the Islands at the same duties as are a p p l i e d f o r s i m i l a r 

imports i n the United States has never been brought to my a t t e n t i o n , so I have no 

information about i t . The l e g i s l a t i o n passed by the F i l i p i n o l e g i s l a t u r e does not 

come to me unless i t i s something that i s passed over the veto of the Governor. 

If the Governor vetoes and then h i s veto i s not sustained by the l e g i s l a t u r e , I t h i n k 

the matter comes to the President f o r h i s a c t i o n . I should t h i n k the p r o b a b i l i t y of 

any item of t h i s k i n d coming to the President would be very remote. 



I haven't seen any reference to an address made by Wickham Steed, an E n g l i s h ­

man, so I don't know what he may have s a i d or may not have s a i d . I doubt very much 

if he quoted me r e l a t i v e to what t h i s country might do or might not do i n case a 

blockade was declared by the League of Nations, because I am q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t I have 

ilever made any statement r e l a t i v e t o i t and q u i t e c e r t a i n f u r t h e r than t h a t that t h i s 
what 

Government has never i n d i c a t e d / i t would do or would not do r e l a t i v e to any blockade 

that might be declared by the League. 

I am expecting to go to Northampton to vote. I haven't f i n a l l y determined 

about i t , but that i s my expectation at the present time. 

The report of the T a r i f f Commission on the duty on corn has come to me and 

is being handled in, the u s u a l course. I don't regard i t as an item o f supreme import­

ance. I think the imports of corn the l a s t few years have averaged about 2,000,000 

bu. a year. The import duty now i s 15jzf. The grea t e s t change t h a t c o u l d be made up or 

down would be 50% of 15^ or 7§^, so that c o n s i d e r i n g the r a t h e r l i g h t imports and the 

rather l i m i t e d change that can be made i t i s not a matter of great importance a t the 

] present time. I f corn were s e l l i n g h i g h , so that a good many imports were coming i n , 

it would be of more importance, but a t the present p r i c e of corn there i s n ' t any 

profit i n importing i t . But t h i s w i l l be taken up and handled i n the us u a l course 

!and such d e c i s i o n w i l l be made as the f a c t s seem to warrant. I w i l l determine i t i n 

accordance with i t s m e r i t s . 

I have had a report from Mr. P i e s e r , who has r e c e n t l y returned from Porto 

llico, that i s encouraging. Pine progress i s being made down there i n the r e l i e f work. 

A more c a r e f u l survey has i n d i c a t e d that w h i l e the damages are very l a r g e , they are 

probably not so much i n value as at f i r s t had been thought. They are s t i l l having to 

feed about 250,000, but i t was expected that that number w i l l now r a p i d l y d e c l i n e . 

Purchases of lumber and ma t e r i a l s f o r r e b u i l d i n g h a b i t a t i o n s of the people on the 
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jiand are going forward and the whole s i t u a t i o n i s being organized i n a very s a t i s 

||ry S o m e §5,400,000 have been received from subscriptions by the Red Cros 

[this r e l i e f , and while they w i l l probably need some more money i t seems to be 

ing in i n a very s a t i s f a c t o r y way. 



I Tuesday, October 30, 1928, 

Report of the Newspaper Conference, 

I have r e c e i v e d the re p o r t of the Emergency Board on the western r a i l ­

road wage disputes, which I have here, and which has been given to the press t h i s 

lorning for d i s t r i b u t i o n . I t seems to me that i t i s a very complete and p a i n s t a k i n g 

investigation and I very much hope and expect that i t s conclusions are such that 

ihen they reach the p a r t i e s a t i n t e r e s t i t w i l l b r i n g about the d e s i r e d settlement, 

ilheir conclusions are not very much at variance w i t h the proposed adjustment t h a t 

was arrived at at the conference h e l d here i n Washington, so f a r as the amounts go. 

There are some other things that are qu i t e d i f f e r e n t . 

I am going to Northampton to vote. I haven't determined yet j u s t when 

I should leave or j u s t when I should r e t u r n . Mrs. Coolidge's mother, of course, 

:is very i l l . No doubt she would l i k e to stay w i t h her f o r a short time. But she 

mil be obliged to re t u r n w i t h me because of some entertainment a t the White House 

on the Thursday f o l l o w i n g . I t h i n k we are having a Cabinet dinner a t that time. 

It comes on Thursday evening f o l l o w i n g the e l e c t i o n . 

I have been keeping i n very c l o s e touch w i t h General Lord on the question 

of a possible d e f i c i t at the end of t h i s year. That of course would depend, as I 

explained before, on the r e c e i p t s of the Government and on the expenditures, and the 

'receipts of the Government depend very l a r g e l y on the business c o n d i t i o n s . Our 

imports are keeping up, e s p e c i a l l y are our experts keeping up. The exports of 

course do not b r i n g us i n d i r e c t revenue, but i f exports are la r g e i t i s an i n d i c a ­

tion that business i s good and p r o f i t s w i l l accrue on which the Government w i l l 

collect income taxes. The general business c o n d i t i o n of the country seems to be 

remarkably strong. The foundation of i t must be p a r t i c u l a r l y secure not to be 



Ihaken at a l l by the occurrence of a P r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n . A l l i n d i c a t i o n s that we 

et seem to show that business i s somewhat b e t t e r on the whole than i t was a year 

go, so that I am very h o p e f u l i n the e x p e c t a t i o n t h a t the t a x returns which are to 

e made on the 1st of January f o r the business of t h i s c u r r e n t year and the revenues 

that w i l l come i n i n March and June w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e to take care o f any 

possible d e f i c i t , notwithstanding the r e d u c t i o n i n taxes that was made a t the l a s t 

session of the Congress, We have two or three e x t r a items that are to come i n l i k e 

Ithe increase i n the r a t e s of pay f o r c a r r y i n g the m a i l , then there w i l l be an i n ­

crease i n the a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r the M i s s i s s i p p i f l o o d c o n t r o l , probably work w i l l 

he more completely under way, and f o r the f i s c a l year beginning next June, of course, 

there w i l l be a g r e a t e r expenditure thanfor the present f i s c a l year. Should sane 

legislation be passed i n r e l a t i o n to Boulder Dam t h a t would r e q u i r e an a d d i t i o n a l 

expense, probably not very l a r g e f o r the f i r s t year, but something. There are some 

other items of that k i n d that have to be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . But on the other 

hand, there are items that w i l l go out. I t h i n k that the work on the Ohio l i v e r 

has progressed so f a r that the a p p r o p r i a t i o n w i l l p r a c t i c a l l y f i n i s h i t , and the 

appropriation f o r the next f i s c a l year w i l l be e n t i r e l y e l i m i n a t e d or e l s e be very 

small. There w i l l be a balance of enough of things of that k i n d so that the pros­

pect of g e t t i n g through t h i s year and not having a d e f i c i t and being able to balance 

the budget f o r the coming f i s c a l year i s g e t t i n g b e t t e r and b e t t e r a l l the time* 

if business keeps up and keeps i n a very s t r o n g p o s i t i o n * 



jhaken at a l l by the occurrence of a P r e s i d e n t i a l e l e c t i o n . A l l i n d i c a t i o n s that we 

get seem to show that "business i s somewhat b e t t e r on the whole than i t was a year 

ago, so that I am very hopeful i n the expectation that the tax returns which are to 

ie made on the 1st of January f o r the business of t h i s current year and the revenues 

that w i l l come i n i n March and June w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t l y l a r g e to take care of any 

| possible d e f i c i t , notwithstanding the r e d u c t i o n i n taxes that was made a t the l a s t 

session of the Congress. We have two or three e x t r a items that are to come i n l i k e 

the increase i n the rat e s of pay f o r c a r r y i n g the m a i l , then there w i l l be an i n ­

crease i n the a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r the M i s s i s s i p p i f l o o d c o n t r o l , probably work w i l l 

be more completely under way, and f o r the f i s c a l year beginning next June, of course, 

there w i l l be a greater expenditure thanfor the present f i s c a l year. Should some 

legislation be passed i n r e l a t i o n to Boulder Bam th a t would r e q u i r e an a d d i t i o n a l 

expense, probably not very large f o r the f i r s t year, but something. There are some 

other items of that k i n d that have to be taken i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n . But on the other 

hand, there are items that w i l l go out. I t h i n k that the work on the Ohio B i v e r 

lias progressed so f a r that the a p p r o p r i a t i o n w i l l p r a c t i c a l l y f i n i s h i t , and the 

appropriation f o r the next f i s c a l year w i l l be e n t i r e l y e l i m i n a t e d or e l s e be very 

• a l l . There w i l l be a balance of enough of things of that k i n d so that the pros­

pect of g e t t i n g through t h i s year and not having a d e f i c i t and being able to balance 

the budget f o r the coming f i s c a l year i s g e t t i n g b e t t e r and b e t t e r a l l the time, 

if business keeps up and keeps i n a very s t r o n g p o s i t i o n . 

J 



The I n t e r n a t i o n a l Conference on C i v i l Aeronautics meets i n Washington on 

December 12th, 13th and 14th. I am today appointing a l i s t of delegates which w i l l 

I be given out. There are rep r e s e n t a t i v e s of the f o u r Departments that are i n t e r ­

ested i n aeronautics — Commerce, War, Navy and the Post O f f i c e , and some people 

around the country. Those names w i l l be handed out to the press a f t e r the con­

ference. 

I don't know of any reason that has come to my a t t e n t i o n f o r sending a 

commission to the P h i l i p p i n e s to make a study of the cost of production of sugar. 

It may be that something has come up i n r e l a t i o n t o that question i n Government 

circles that hasn't yet reached me. I don't know of anything. 

I haven't made any s e l e c t i o n of a successor to Ambassador Houghton, 

Some of the members of the conference were asking the other day what 

fluorspar was. That i s i t (holding up a p i e c e ) . Someone that had some of i t sent 

apiece i n f o r a paper weight. I t looks l i k e a r a t h e r poor piece of g l a s s . 

I had the smallest Cabinet meeting I t h i n k t h i s morning on record. I t 

started with 3 members, but f i n i s h e d w i t h 4. A l l the r e s t are nn the stump or on 

their way home to vote. Of course, as I am going to be away Tuesday there wont 

be any Cabinet meeting. 



Enroute t o Washington From Northampton, 
Tuesday, November 6, 1928. 

Report of the Press Conference, • 

No f i n a l d e t e r m i n a t i o n has been made about t h e Ambassador t o 

England, While the p r o b a b i l i t i e s seem t o i n d i c a t e t h a t Ambassador Houghton 

w i l l be chosen Senator, I suppose every prudent man knows t h a t every e l e c t i o n 

i s u n c e r t a i n . I t may be t h a t he v/ont be e l e c t e d . I t i s n ' t ray p r a c t i c e t o r u n 

ahead of events. So I haven't made any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about h i s s u c c e s s o r . 

There i s always work enough f o r the P r e s i d e n t t o do, i f he does i t a f t e r the 

event c a l l s f o r i t . 

I expect t o r e t i r e t o n i g h t about the u s u a l t i m e , between 10 and 

11, u n l e s s i t i s a very c l o s e e l e c t i o n . By t h a t time we ought t o know p r e t t y 

w e l l what the outcome w i l l be, and i f i t i s c l o s e we wouldn't know u n t i l t o ­

morrow anyway. 

Question: Massachusetts comes i n e a r l y doesn't i t ? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , we ought t o know by 10 o ' c l o c k , u n l e s s i t i s v e r y 

c l o s e . I don't expect t o make any statement. E l e c t i o n day i s a day when the 

people of the country speak. I t w i l l be p a r t i c u l a r l y becoming f o r the P r e s i d e n t 

on t h a t day to keep s i l e n t and l e t the people do t h e speaking. 

Of course, I don't know whether I s h a l l r e t u r n t o Northampton t o 

l i v e . That i s my p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e and l i k e l y t o continue t o be. Amoved 

some of my b r i c a b r a c and t h i n g s t h a t have accumulated t h a t we don't use up t o 

Northampton today, because I suppose a f t e r the 4 t h of March I c o u l d n ' t v e r y w e l l 

keep i t i n the White House. I t has t o be kept somewhere. 

I understood t h a t my son John voted by m a i l . 

The press has noted somewhat the v e r y important events t h a t have 

taken p l a c e i n Nicaragua, but they have been b u r i e d up so i n our e l e c t i o n here 
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and probably w i l l c ontinue t o be f o r s e v e r a l days, so t h a t I do not know t h a t comment 

of mine on i t would be l i k e l y to get ve r y much space. But the outcome down t h e r e 

has been p a r t i c u l a r l y s u c c e s s f u l and p a r t i c u l a r l y agreeable t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

Government. I t h i n k i t demonstrates c l e a r l y t h a t we were p u r s u i n g the r i g h t c o u r s e . 

I suppose every one knows and r e c a l l s t h a t the marines had been i n t h e r e f o r a number 

[of years. I was anxious t o withdraw from a c o n t a c t of t h a t k i n d and took the marines 

out. Ihey hadn't been out o n l y about 30 days when r e v o l u t i o n s t a r t e d and even then 

we withheld any a c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to i t as l o n g as we c o u l d . F i n a l l y our c i t i z e n s 

! and t h e i r p r o p e r t y were i n so much jeopardy t h a t a t the ea r n e s t s o l i c i t a t i o n of the 

Government of Nicarag u a we sant marines t h e r e t o p r o t e c t our i n t e r e s t s . There was 

a very t e r r i b l e w a r f a r e g o i n g on between the people of the country, the l o s s of l i f e 

was very g r e a t , and i n order t o compose t h a t I sent C o l o n e l Stimson down, who made 

the plan which we have been c a r r y i n g out and which was s u c c e s s f u l l y consummated l a s t 

Sunday. They h e l d a peaceable and o r d e r l y e l e c t i o n which a p p a r e n t l y i s an ex­

pression of the w i l l o f t h a t c o u n t r y . Our p o l i c y t h e r e , of course, has been ve r y 

similar to our p o l i c y i n Mexico and China, of t r y i n g peaceably t o compose our d i f ­

ferences. We are succeeding a d m i r a b l y i n Mexico, and the s i t u a t i o n i n China which 

was very ominous i n the w i n t e r and s p r i n g of 1926 has a l s o been composed, so much 

so that we now have under c o n s i d e r a t i o n the q u e s t i o n of r a i s i n g our l e g a t i o n t h e r e 

to an embassy. We were besought t o take v e r y s t r o n g m i l i t a r y a c t i o n a g a i n s t China, 

which I a l l the time r e f u s e d t o do, t h i n k i n g t h a t i t was much more l i k e l y y t h a t 4;hey 

would be a b l e t o a d j u s t t h e i r own d i f f e r e n c e s i f we r e f r a i n e d from i n t e r f e r i n g or 

doing any more than was nece s s a r y t o p r o t e c t the l i v e s and i n t e r e s t s o f our people 

there. 

We are v e r y h o p e f u l a l s o of g e t t i n g a f i n a l s e t tlement of the Tacna-Arica 

controversy. I t i s q u i t e apparent t h a t t h e r e i s a new s p i r i t i n C h i l e and P e r u . 

They have resumed d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s , as neighbors have l a r g e mutual commercial 

01748 



t l 

'nterests, and there is a manifest determination to make an adjustment of this 

question which has heen troublesome for them for more than 40 years. Our policy in 

all those difficulties has been one of peace, conciliation, good will, patience 

and cooperation. 'While our interests necessarily have suffered some from the un­

certainty and confusion, the result seems to demonstrate that the best course has 

teen taken for their protection and the maintenance of friendly relat ons with a l l 

of those different countries. 

We called on mother Goodhue this morning. She has apparently lost con­

siderable since I saw her the last time. There is a more marked change in her 

since we were there in September than there had been at any other time that I 

visited her. It is gratifying to know that she suffers very l i t t l e pain and is as 

comfortable as could be expected. 

Question: Then the foreign questions are pretty well cleaned up? 

President: Well, they never get closed up, but those immediate difficulties 

apparently are working out successfully and being closed up. We are bringing home 

considerable of our forces from China and will now be in a position to withdraw 

considerable of our forces from Nicaragua. 
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My views on farm l e g i s l a t i o n have been s e t out i n 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926 

and 1927 i n my Messages to the Congress, to which you can r e f e r i f you want to get 

them in d e t a i l . I don't know of course what my next Message w i l l c o n t a i n . The 

Secretary of A g r i c u l t u r e i s away f o r a few days. He was i n the West and was going t o 

attend some farm gatherings there or something of t h a t k i n d , so t h a t he i s not r e ­

turning home u n t i l a f t e r he has f i n i s h e d t h a t errand. Otherwise, he would have to 

I go right back. So I haven't r e c e i v e d from him any r e p o r t as to what recommendation 

he would suggest r e l a t i v e to h i s Department. Nor have I had o p p o r t u n i t y to co n f e r 

with men i n the House and the Senate what i t might he p o s s i b l e t o do i n the way o f 

farm l e g i s l a t i o n . They may t h i n k that i t would be b e t t e r to postpone i t u n t i l the 

special s e s s i o n . Whether t h a t w i l l be t h e i r o p i n i o n or not, I don't know. I t would 

depend somewhat, I suppose, on the c e r t a i n t y of having a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n . 

I haven't r e c e i v e d the r e p o r t of the experts on the eng i n e e r i n g f e a t u r e s 

of the Boulder Canyon Dam. I was t h i n k i n g o f t h a t a day or two ago and wondering 

if i t was not about time f o r i t to be i n . I am going to have some i n q u i r i e s made 

as to when t h e i r r e p o r t w i l l probably be ready. Of course, I couldn't i n d i c a t e any 

recommendations I might make on the s u b j e c t u n t i l I got the r e p o r t o f the e x p e r t s . 

Ihile that might not n e c e s s a r i l y be c o n t r o l l i n g , i t wou A c e r t a i n l y be worthy of v e r y 

careful c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

As has a l r e a d y been announced from Palo A l t o , Mr. Hoover i s t h i n k i n g of 

making a t r i p to South America. I have wired him to advise me what he would l i k e to 

have the Government do to a s s i s t him. He says he would l i k e to have the Warship 

Maryland assigned f o r the journey and t h a t h i s purpose i n making the journey i s to 

evidence the good w i l l and d e s i r e f o r mutual cooperation between the U n i t e d States 
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1 (i South America and to f a m i l i a r i z e h i m s e l f w i t h the common problems. He says a l s o 

bat the matter hasn't heen f i n a l l y determined. I am having the S t a t e Department 

kethe usual i n q u i r i e s as to whether the places he i s ex p e c t i n g to v i s i t would he 

peeable to r e c e i v e him. He spoke to me about t h i s the l a s t time I saw him as a 

utter that he would l i k e to do a f t e r e l e c t i o n . I t o l d him I would be very g l a d to 

(ford any cooperation he might r e q u i r e . 

The Postmaster General t h i s morning r e p o r t e d i n the Cabinet, which has been 

rwill be given to the p r e s s , c o n s i d e r a b l e increases i n the p o s t a l r e c e i p t s above 

stober of l a s t year, 50 s e l e c t e d c i t i e s and 50 i n d u s t r i a l c i t i e s running each about 

n increase. That i s more encouraging than the month of September, which i n many 

stances showed a s l i g h t decrease. 
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Senator Beed of P e n n s y l v a n i a spoke to me about i n c r e a s i n g the t a r i f f on 

glass, I have a r e p o r t from the Bar i f f Commission t h a t i s i n process o f the rounds 

In the President's o f f i c e and the o t h e r o f f i c e s t h a t I submit those r e p o r t s t o . 

5o I haven't deci d e d y e t what a c t i o n should be t a k e n on i t . 

I s h a l l have the s h o r t address t h a t I am to make b e f o r e the Grange next 

Priday i n the hands of the press l a t e r t h i s a f t e r n o o n or e a r l y tomorrow morning. 

I have a communication t h i s morning from C o l o n e l T i l s o n . He i s coming i n 

i|o see me very soon and he w i l l r e t u r n to Washington to l o o k a f t e r the p r e l i m i n a r i e s 

to the opening of Congress. A l s o , I understand t h a t Speaker Longworth w i l l be back 

here very soon. 

I spoke to the conference, I t h i n k l a s t F r i d a y , about the r e p o r t t h a t came 

j in from the Post O f f i c e on the s a l e of stamps, and I get a s i m i l a r r e p o r t t h i s morn­

ing from the S e c r e t a r y o f Labor t h a t t h e r e has been q u i t e a marked i n c r e a s e i n the 

demand f o r l a b o r , e s p e c i a l l y d u r i n g October, t h a t p r e t t y much removes the f e a r t h a t 

Ithe Labor Department had v e r y e a r l y i n the season t h a t the coming w i n t e r might show 

juite a number of people out of employment. The i n d i c a t i o n s are now t h a t the s e a s o n a l 

unemployment w i l l not be as heavy as sometimes i s . The s i t u a t i o n i n t h a t r e s p e c t 

I looks very encouraging. 

I am e x p e c t i n g , as newspaper men know, to be a t Swanannoa over T h a n k s g i v i n g . 

I had an i n v i t a t i o n from Dr. Alderman, P r e s i d e n t o f the U n i v e r s i t y o f V i r g i n i a , t o 

attend a b u f f e t luncheon a t the P r e s i d e n t ' s house Tha n k s g i v i n g Day and go to the 

football game there i n the a f t e r n o o n . I haven't decided y e t whether I can do t h a t . 

[It is p o s s i b l e t h a t I might go to the luncheon and go t o the f i e l d f o r a s h o r t time. 



Question: You don't happen to know what teams are p l a y i n g ? 

P r e s i d e n t : Ho, I don't know. Do you know, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Ho, I don't. 

P r e s i d e n t : I would h a r d l y care to s i t out the e n t i r e game and I don't knov/ 

Aether i t would he good f o r Mrs. Coolidge on a c o l d a f t e r n o o n l o o k i n g at a f o o t h a l l 

game. 

I am a l s o o f course s t a r t i n g to prepare my Annual Message to the Congress. 

I have reports from p r a c t i c a l l y a l l the Departments and Bureaus sending such sug­

gestions that they want to make. I want to get the Message out, so that there w i l l 

be plenty of time f o r the press to d i s t r i b u t e i t . Always at the beginning o f a Mes­

sage, I hope i t w i l l he s h o r t , hut there are so many thi n g s t h a t the d i f f e r e n t De­

partments want r e p o r t e d to the Congress that u s u a l l y before I get f i n i s h e d i t becomes 

I document of con s i d e r a b l e l e n g t h . 



I haven't seen any r e p o r t of a suggestion that i t i s s a i d here was made i n 

line House of Lords yesterday proposing an English-American mutual arms l i m i t a t i o n . 

It doesn't occur to me offhand t h a t t h a t would he f e a s i b l e . Of course, our country 

would consider any suggestion t h a t the r e s p o n s i b l e a u t h o r i t i e s of the B r i t i s h Govern-

neiit wanted to submit to us. 

Nor have I seen the speech of Premier Poncaire made i n the Chamber of 

Deputies concerning r e p a r a t i o n s and debts, and even i f I had seen i t I don't t h i n k 

llwould t h i n k a n y t h i n g c o u l d be gained by p u b l i c comment r e l a t i v e to i t . I f there 

are matters i n which the U n i t e d States i s i n t e r e s t e d , we can take them up and dispose 

I of them much b e t t e r through the u s u a l d i p l o m a t i c channels than we can by und e r t a k i n g 

to discuss them i n the p r e s s , 

I am working on my Message to the Congress. I have made some progress on 

it, There i s n ' t very much l e g i s l a t i o n , so f a r as I have been able to d i s c o v e r , that 

is exceedingly p r e s s i n g that i s new. We have some of the o l d problems t h a t have 

been l e f t over from the various messages that I have sent i n beforeand such surveys 

of the country as I have r e c e i v e d from r e p o r t s of various departments i n d i c a t e t h a t 

the country i s i n very good shape. I want to get the Message done so t h a t i t can 

toe early i n the hands of the press and&.Jhat leads me to make a suggestion t h a t i s 

born of my past experience, t h a t the advance copies that are g i v e n out are g i v e n 

P e x c l u s i v e l y f o r the use of the p r e s s . But each year they t u r n up i n the hands 

iof the people t h a t are i n no wise connected w i t h the press l i k e l e g i s l a t i v e agents 

in Washington, brokerage o f f i c e s i n d i f f e r e n t c i t i e s , so t h a t I t h i n k the news 

reporters or news agents t o whom my message i s to be g i v e n here f o r press r e l e a s e 



ought to warn people to whom they may send i t t h a t i t i s e x c l u s i v e l y f o r newspaper 

use and not f o r g e n e r a l d i s t r i b u t i o n b efore i t i s presented to the Congress, I t i s 

'almost a s l i g h t on Congress to have a message g e n e r a l l y d i s t r i b u t e d promiscuously 

around the country before i t goes to the Congress i t s e l f . For the purpose of a s s i s t ­

ing the news d i s t r i b u t i o n we make these e a r l y d e l i v e r i e s of the message, I hope 

I phis year i t can be kept c o n f i n e d e x c l u s i v e l y to news s e r v i c e s and not f a l l i n t o 

s the hands of o t h e r s . 

I t h i n k I spoke at the l a s t conference about spending Thanksgiving season 

1 at Swanannoa. Mr, and Mrs, Stearns w i l l accompany u s . I t h i n k they w i l l be i n Wash-

ington at t h a t time. Mr. Stearns i s r e t u r n i n g to Boston f o r a few days t o n i g h t , 

out he w i l l be back before I leave here f o r the Thanksgiving h o l i d a y . 

I have r e c e i v e d q u i t e a good many comments from people i n t h i s country on 

Ithe address I made on A r m i s t i c e Day. I t was exceedingly w e l l r e c e i v e d and ap­

parently was h e l p f u l i n c l a r i f y i n g the p u b l i c mind on the questions t h a t I d i s c u s s e d . 

Question: Could you say i f you have r e c e i v e d the Boulder Dam r e p o r t y e t ? 

P r e s i d e n t t No, I haven't r e c e i v e d i t yet and my i n f o r m a t i o n i s t h a t i t 

tont be completed u n t i l about the time Congress convenes. I am expecting to r e c e i v e 

some suggestions as to the probable tenor of i t which might a s s i s t me i n f o r m u l a t i n g 

my program i n my message. But I am c e r t a i n t h a t the completed d r a f t of the r e p o r t 

l i i l l not be ready before about the time Congress comes i n . 



Mr. J . W. Molntosh, the Comptroller of the Currency, has tendered me h i s 

esignation. I t has not y e t been accepted, but I expect to accept i t very s h o r t l y , 

le has been a very e f f i c i e n t o f f i c e r and I am s o r r y t o l o s e h i s s e r v i c e s . 

The summary of the r e p o r t of the experts on the economic and en g i n e e r i n g 

[feasibility of the Boulder Dam has been r e c e i v e d . I haven't had an o p p o r t u n i t y t o 

bxamine i t , and I should not f e e l at l i b e r t y to p u b l i s h i t or d i s c l o s e i t s contents 

because i t was sent to me f o r such use as I might need f o r i t i n making my message. 

The f u l l r e p o r t , as I understand i t , w i l l be ready f o r the Congress when t t comes i n . 

There i s n ' t anything new t h a t I can say r e l a t i v e to farm l e g i s l a t i o n . My 

views have been set out a good many times i n my messages to the Congress on the 

[positive s i d e . On the negative s i d e i n some o f my vetoes. 

I see th a t we have present some of the v i s i t i n g j o u r n a l i s t s from England, 

whom I am very g l a d t o welcome agai n . Perhaps f o r t h e i r i n f o r m a t i o n and such use 

as they might l i k e t o make of i t some time i n the f u t u r e , I might say t h a t these con­

ferences are h e l d twice a week on the day that the Cabinet meets, Tuesdays at noon 

and Fridays a t 4*00 o'clock. I t i s very seldom that I make any suggestions to the 

press other than to comment on i n q u i r i e s t h at are f i l e d w i t h me i n w r i t t e n form before 

Ithe Conference i s h e l d , and always w i t h the understanding t h a t the P r e s i d e n t i s not 

to be quoted d i r e c t l y . That may account p o s s i b l y f o r some misunderstandings t h a t 

sight a r i s e i n the f o r e i g n p r e s s . I t h i n k i t has g i v e n r i s e to very few misunderstand­

ings i n our domestic p r e s s . I do sometimes have d i f f i c u l t y i n g e t t i n g c o r r e c t r e p o r t s 

abroad of what I do and say, so that when I am making an address t h a t deals w i t h 

foreign questions I have adopted the custom of sending i t abroad beforehand and having 
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U distrio-ated over there j u s t as i t was g i v e n out here, i n order t h a t the f o r e i g n 

press may have a c o r r e c t copy. 

Is there a n y t h i n g e l s e , Mr. Sanders, you t h i n k I ought to mention? 

Mr. Sanders: You might say something about when your Message w i l l be ready. 

P r e s i d e n t : I am working on i t and expect to have i t ready about a week 

hfore Congress assembles, so t h a t t h ere w i l l be ample time to send i t by m a i l across 

\u continent and d i s t r i b u t e i t to a l l the press of the country. 



I
F r i d a y , November 23, 1928. 

I haven't seen what the State Department may have s a i d i n t h e i r comment 

on the Cumberland report on Nicaragua. I d i d n o t i c e from a hasty glance at the 

report that there was some suggestion i n i t of some s u p e r v i s i o n of the finances of 

Nicaragua by American c i t i z e n s . I have f o r g o t t e n whether they were to be s e l e c t e d 

by the Secretary of State or j u s t what the process was. That i s a suggestion t h a t 

is frequently made to t h i s Government and one which we always d e s i r e to av o i d . 

Several times we have been compelled to disapprove o f suggestions of that nature 

and undertook to say that i f c r e d i t i s extended to countrie s l i k e Nicaragua that 

I it should be extended on a f a i r and eq u i t a b l e b a s i s and one which does not i n t e r -

[ fere with the us u a l freedom of t h e i r government. Our Government would not want 

to undertake any s u p e r v i s i o n of that nature. I t h i n k , from what I know of Mr. 

Cumberland's r e p u t a t i o n , that he i s a very able man and made a good i n v e s t i g a t i o n 

of the finances of Nicaragua and one which i s worthy of confidence. Of course, i f 

people are going to lend money, they n a t u r a l l y l i k e to get a l l the guaranties they 

can in r e l a t i o n to i t , so they o f t e n r e s o r t to suggestions that our Government 

should intervene i n some way, that the people of that country should r e l i n q u i s h 

their own r i g h t s and t u r n them over to some one e l s e . 

I haven't made any plans f o r my a c t i o n s a f t e r the 4 t h of March. I t h i n k 

I suggested the other day that very l i k e l y you w i l l see a great many press r e p o r t s 

and suppositions as to what I might do, but there i s nothing that I am c o n s i d e r i n g . 

I don't expect to make any d e c i s i o n u n t i l a f t e r t h a t date. 

I have been i n v i t e d to go to Mountain Lake, I t h i n k , i n F l o r i d a , along 

about the 1st of February to dedicate a b i r d sanctuary and c a r i l l o n t h a t i s being 



established there by Edward Bok. Of course, a l l my engagements have to be t e n t a t i v e , 

L t I have got that under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . That i s the only one,I t h i n k of now that 

L i l take me out of town between the f i r s t of January and the 4th of March. 

I have had no di s c u s s i o n s concerning any re s e r v a t i o n s to the peace t r e a t y . 

I do not think any r e s e r v a t i o n s ought to be attached to i t . I can h a r d l y compre­

hend the nature of any r e s e r v a t i o n s that any one might t h i n k would be d e s i r a b l e . 

I think the t r e a t y i t s e l f c a r r i e s a l l the r e s e r v a t i o n s that are necessary to p r o t e c t 

our rights and pro t e c t our i n t e r e s t s . 

I haven't any p l a n about doing any hunting at Blue Eidge. I am advised 

that they have some f i n e c l a y pigeons down there. I may shoot a few of those. 



Tuesday, November 27, 1928. 

Eeport of the Newspaper Conference. 

I haven't been able to confer w i t h many members of the House and Senate, 

130 that I could form any judgment about what plans they wish to pursue and u n t i l 

11 got that information I wouldn't have any o p i n i o n as to whether i t would be f e a s ­

ible to pass any farm l e g i s l a t i o n a t t h i s s e s s i o n . I don't know whether they are 

[planning to have a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n or not. They may f e e l c e r t a i n that they would 

lave a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n and they may f e e l t h a t i t i s a matter t h a t w i l l go over 

until that time. Of course, whether they can pass a b i l l a t t h i s s e s s i o n would de­

pend to a considerable extent upon what agreements can be reached i n the Congress 

relative to i t . I f i t i s a matter of long drawn out debate, they might not have 

time to take i t up. On the other hand, i f they could reach a s u b s t a n t i a l agreement 

among the members i n the Congress and the people on the outside that are i n t e r e s t e d 

!In that l e g i s l a t i o n they might be able to put one through. But i t i s more a matter 

for the Congress to decide than i t i s f o r me. I don't know what t h e i r plans may be 

in r e l a t i o n to i t . 

I am s t a r t i n g f o r Swannanoa tomorrow. I p r e f e r that the time of my depart­

ure shouldn't be published of course, and I t h i n k the press already has t h i s l i s t 

ihich to a c e r t a i n extent you know i s c o n f i d e n t i a l . I don't take i t that the members 

of the p a r t y — t h a t there i s anything c o n f i d e n t i a l about t h a t . Of course, Mrs. 

Joolidge w i l l accompany me, and Mr. and Mrs. Stearns are expected to go. Mrs. Stearns 

has not been f e e l i n g very w e l l f o r a day or two and there i s some question as to 

»hether she may f e e l able to take the t r i p . My two aid e s , C o l . Latrobe and Captain 

Brown, and C o l . Coupal, my stenographer, Mr. Geis s e r , and the housekeeper and s e c r e t 

service operatives, and of course some of the servants a t the house, and there w i l l 



ft, 

he representatives of the press, hoth the re p o r t e r s and p i c t u r e men, I don't expect 

to have any i n v i t a t i o n s or accept any on Saturday. I t i s ray i n t e n t i o n to atten d 

Lurch at C h a r l o t t e s v i & l e , the F i r s t B a p t i s t Church there, a t a union s e r v i c e , which 

I think a l l the churches i n that town j o i n on Thanksgiving morning about 10:30. 

I shall probably go from there to President Alderman's house, President of the U n i ­

versity of V i r g i n i a , who i s to have a b u f f e t lunch, and a f t e r lunch I am not sure 

Lhether I s h a l l go to the f o o t b a l l f i e l d . We may go and stay a few minutes. 

Question: Is that Alderman or Alterman? 

Pr e s i d e n t : Alderman. The members of the press may r e c a l l him as the man 

iho made the memorial address on President Wilson at the House of Representatives 

shortly a f t e r President Wilson's death. He made a very f i n e address which r e c e i v e d 

very favorable comment at the time. 



I don't know of any p l a n f o r any immediate change i n the Comptroller o f 

Customs of New Orleans, 

I haven't any plans f o r the Christmas h o l i d a y s . I have had s e v e r a l sug­

gestions come i n and some i n v i t a t i o n s , but I r e a l l y haven't given i t any thought y e t . 

It lay i n my mind t h a t I would l i k e to be at the White House on Christmas day. We 

have made i t a p r a c t i c e to have the s i n g i n g of Christmas c a r o l s at the White House 

on Christmas eve. Very l i k e l y we should l i k e to continue t h a t . 

Qu.estion: Do you t h i n k there w i l l be any e x t r a h o l i d a y s f o r the Government 

employees? 

Presidents W e l l , don't you t h i n k you ought to ask Congress about t h a t ? 

This is perhaps as good a time as any to comment on what I t h i n k has grown i n t o an 

abuse. Congress makes ho l i d a y s and every time there i s a h o l i d a y i t i s the p r a c t i c e 

for one department to telephone over to another department and say we are going t o 

have an e x t r a h o l i d a y i n t h i s department and what i s your department going to do 

about i t . Of course, the message i s taken to the head of the department and we have 

usually been put i n t o the p o s i t i o n t h a t i t has been expected t h a t i n a d d i t i o n t o the 

holiday that i s f u r n i s h e d by law the President would f u r n i s h one or two more. I f 

it comes on Saturday, they want a h o l i d a y on F r i d a y , and, of course they couldn't 

come back and t r a v e l on Sunday and so they want another h o l i d a y on Monday to get 

hack on, and while I l i k e a l l the employees of the Government to r e c e i v e such h o l i ­

days as can be given, i f that p r a c t i c e i s to continue I t h i n k i t ought to be e s t a b l i s h e d 

by law 

and l e t Congress say by law when there i s to be a h o l i d a y g i v i n g Government employees 

additional leave of absence. I haven't any p l a n as to what may be done a t C h r i s t -
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I mas and New Year and Washington's b i r t h d a y . I don't know whether L i n c o l n ' s b i r t h d a y 

is a holiday. I t h i n k i t i s n ' t . Those are the only three that are to come up duri n g 

ay administration. But i t r e a l l y ought to be taken up and re g u l a t e d by law, i n order 

to prevent the President and the departments being subjected to pressure every time 

there i s a h o l i d a y f o r a d d i t i o n a l leave of absence, because those are h o l i d a y s that 

are fixed by law and everybody knows they are to come. There are times t h a t an 

I emergency a r i s e s . Some great event i s to be cel e b r a t e d or some catastrophe a r i s e s , 

so that the President i s j u s t i f i e d i n having the departments c l o s e d . That would be 

I the case i n the dath of the President or the Vice Pr e s i d e n t , but i n the case of 

! events that everybody knows w i l l occur i t ought e i t h e r to be provided by law or not 

provided f o r a t a l l . 

I have a statement here that says there i s confusion i n Boston brought 

about by c o n f l i c t i n g reports r e l a t i v e to the Boston postmastership. Now, I don't 

feel any blame about that myself. I f that s i t u a t i o n has a r i s e n , I t h i n k the blame 

is probably on the newspapers. I haven't s a i d anything about i t and there has been 

no change i n the s i t u a t i o n there, so f a r as I know. I f the newspapers have neverthe­

less commented on i t the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i s t h e i r s . I f I had anything to g i v e out 

I would have been p e r f e c t l y w i l l i n g to give i t out. There hasn't been anything to 

give out and I haven't given out anything. I f the members of the press want t o 

write about i t , they w i l l of course have to w r i t e about i t on t h e i r own r e s p o n s i b i l i t y . 

If there i s anything to be given out, I am always glad to gi v e i t out. 

The general news f o r t h i s afternoon and tomorrow I suppose w i l l he the 

President's message, so perhaps you w i l l be s u f f i c i e n t l y provided w i t h copy i f I 

don't make any f u r t h e r comment t h i s morning. 



I do not know whether or not the Committee meeting o f the Fo r e i g n He-

jLtions Committee o f the Senate t h i s morning was p u b l i c . However, I t h i n k the a t t i -

ered 

tilde of the Committee was f a v o r a b l e to the t r e a t y . The t h i n g that both/the Committee 

uoat.was whether the p r o v i s i o n s o f the t r e a t y r e q u i r e d a s p e c i f i c a c t of the U n i t e d 

States i f the t r e a t y were v i o l a t e d , and P f course the Secretary's answer t o t h a t was 

that i t d i d not. I t h i n k I have a l r e a d y s t a t e d that i f the t r e a t y were v i o l a t e d i t 

rottld leave the U n i t e d States i n the same p o s i t on t h a t i t would be without the t r e a t y , 

and Congress would determine as u s u a l what a c t i o n would be taken. A p o s i t i v e v i o l a t i o n 

wuld occur i f a n a t i o n a t t a c k e d the U n i t e d S t a t e s and a ne g a t i v e v i o l a t i o n would occur 

Iif a nation a t t a c k e d a n o t h e r t n a t i o n , not the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I am g e t t i n g a great many 

letters favorable to the t r e a t y , about 200 today, and am sending them over to the 

I State Department. Mr. K e l l o g g t o l d me t h a t they had a s p e c i a l s t a f f and c e r t a i n 

j stenographers f o r t a k i n g care of these l e t t e r s . I t h i n k Mr. K e l l o g g t o l d me he i s 

receiving about 600 l e t t e r s a day. 

Question: Is the S e c r e t a r y going back? 

President: Yes, he i s going back. He s t a r t e d there t h i s morning and w i l l go back. 

Question: Are the l e t t e r s coming i n u n i f o r m l y f a v o r a b l e ? 

President: I haven't seen one t h a t i s i n o p p o s i t i o n . Of course some of them are 

in the nature of propaganda, e v i d e n t l y having been made by people t h a t were asked to 

trite, but a great many of them are voluntary, expressions o f t h e i r own d e s i r e to dee 

a treaty of that k i n d . I hope I haven't v i o l a t e d any of the n i c e t i e s of Senate pro­

cedure by r e v e a l i n g the Secretary's statements before the Senate Committee on F o r e i g n 

Affairs, but i f that i s the case I have s u f f e r e d so much i n the same respect t h a t per­

haps they w i l l r e c o n c i l e themselves to i t . 01*764 



I haven't made any f u r t h e r plans about the Christmas h o l i d a y s , so I 

don't know what may develop i n r e l a t i o n to t h a t . Every time I go i n t o the 

South anywhere I am re c e i v e d so h o s p i t a b l y that I am always tempted to go aga i n . 

As you know, I have a l s o had a s i m i l a r experience i n going i n t o the West, though 

the West i s n ' t a place to tempt one so much i n c o l d weather. I t i s p o s s i b l e 

that I may make some short southern t r i p f o r the h o l i d a y s . The only p l a n I have 

about going t o Mountain Lake, F l o r i d a , i s to go there and make a short address 

dedicating a b i r d sanctuary and the chimes and r e t u r n . I have had some sug­

gestions about stopping a t Savannah and some other places i n Georgia. That i s 

under contemplation, but I haven't made any pla n about i t . I t w i l l depend some­

thing on the pressure of business and the Congress. 

Would that t r i p be at the Christmas h o l i d a y season? 

President: No, that i s the f i r s t of February. I t h i n k the p l a n i s to 

have the d e d i c a t i o n on February 2nd. Is i t Feb. 2nd, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: I t was the 1st, I t h i n k , Mr. P r e s i d e n t . Feb. 1 s t . 

President : Yes, Feb. 1st. 

Question: What are the chimes you speak of? 

President : I t i s a s i n g i n g tower. The European name w i t h the E n g l i s h 

pronunciation i s c a r i l l o n . They are to be about the f i n e s t set of chime b e l l s 

that are i n the United S t a t e s . Some of you may r e c a l l v i s i t i n g a tower of that 

kind that had been donated by Mr. Barron a t the time I was up i n Massachusetts. 

Questipn; Is anybody donating these chimes? 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, Mr. Bok. Mr. Edward Bok. 



Mr, Bok i s g i v i n g the b i r d sanctuary as a t r a c t of l a n d at t h i s p l a c e . 

He i s d e d i c a t i n g i t as a b i r d sanctuary and p u t t i n g up these b e l l s to i n t e r e s t 

the b i r d s i n music. 

I don't suppose t h a t my son w i l l be here over the h o l i d a y s . He i s 

busily engaged, as I understand i t , working f o r the r a i l r o a d . 

Question: Waen you s a i d you might be tempted to go South, i s th a t 

definite at a l l ? 

P r e s i d e n t : No, I have had i n v i t a t i o n s to go a l o n g down the co a s t , 

North and South C a r o l i n a , and down o f f the Georgia c o a s t , but n o t h i n g d e f i n i t e 

has been decided. 

I took up w i t h General Lord t h i s morning, Governor Towner, Senator 

Bingham and Rep. K i e s s of Pennsylvania the matter o f r e l i e f f o r Porto R i c o , which 

I had recommended i n ray message, and a b i l l has been prepared which has my gen­

eral approval. I am not f a m i l i a r w i t h the d e t a i l s of i t . So f a r as I know 

about i t , I approve the p r i n c i p l e o f i t . And I have a l s o signed to go up today 

a supplementary estimate f o r tax refunds, which i s about 155,000,000 more than 

the Treasury had f i g u r e d t h e i r t a x refunds would be, so t h a t i f t h a t i s taken 

up at t h i s time the §37,000,000 o f s u r p l u s t h a t I had expected would be i n 

existence on the 1st of J u l y or the l a s t day of June would be exhausted. That 

is a reason f o r very c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Congress i n making a d d i t i o n s 

that w i l l c a l l f o r expenditures before the 1st day of next J u l y . 

There are some suggestions b e i n g made t h a t the incoming P r e s i d e n t might not 

f i n d enough money i n a p p r o p r i a t i o n s w i t h which t o c a r r y on the work o f the Govern­

ment. Of course, i f t h a t should develop, he c o u l d apply to the Congress t h a t 

o f the 
comes i n a year from now, which would leave him the s i x months / a p p r o p r i a t i o n s now 
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to be made to inc r e a s e them. I t doesn't occur to me that the incoming P r e s i d e n t 

is going to be w o r r i e d about not having enough money to spend, so much as there 

is danger that he w i l l be w o r r i e d about the prospect o f a d e f i c i t . I f i t should 

transpire that there hasn't been enough money a p p r o p r i a t e d and there are funds 

with which to meet a l a r g e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n , why supplementary a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

could be put i n the budget and when the Congress reconvenes i n r e g u l a r s e s s i o n next 

December, or i f there should be a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , i t c o u l d be taken up then. But 

i f Congress should a p p r o p r i a t e more money than the Treasury has funds w i t h which 

to meet the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , he would be faced w i t h a d e f i c i t , which would be v e r y 

d i f f i c u l t to take care o f . 

I have been very much i n t e r e s t e d to see the comment t h a t arose i n r e ­

l a t i o n to a l i t t l e good w i l l piece t h a t I prepared f o r the S t . L o u i s P o s t - D i s p a t c h 

in r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e i r 50th a n n i v e r s a r y . I t has been q u i t e e x t e n s i v e l y r e p r i n t e d 

by the press and c o n s i d e r a b l y commented on. There has been some sug g e s t i o n t h a t 

i t had reference to a summer White House. That i s not q u i t e the emphasis t h a t I 

intended to put on what I was s a y i n g . I t h i n k a P r e s i d e n t would l i k e to go away 

in the summer f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r i o d of time and v i s i t some par t of the country 

that he wasn't f a m i l i a r w i t h , and s t a y t h e r e long enough to absorb something of 

it s atmosphere. Of course, I have been t o New England some, but I went up t h e r e 

simply f o r r e c r e a t i o n , not because I expected to l e a r n much. I have been i n the 

West because I expected to l e a r n of things out there and i t has been ve r y h e l p f u l 

to me. What I had i n mind was a p l a c e where a P r e s i d e n t c o u l d spend a week end. 

It so happened t h a t I was brought up a t an e l e v a t i o n of 1400 f t . and so I n o t i c e 

perhaps more than others might s t a y i n g here a t sea l e v e l . I would l i k e a place 

where I c o u l d go i n two or not more than three hours, an automobile r i d e , and s t a y 



overnight i f I wanted t o , leave Saturday a f t e r lunch as I do to go on the May­

flower, or F r i d a y , and get hack here Monday morning i n time to perform the usua l 

office d u t i e s . So, wh i l e a place of that k i n d would probably be designated as a 

summer White House i t r e a l l y i s n ' t t h a t . I t would be a place that the President 

might use a l l the year round. I t would be a place i n the h i l l s somewhere that 

would be a l i t t l e c o o l e r and give a l i t t l e e l e vation.Thereis a place that i s owned 

by the A g r i c u l t u r a l Department not so very f a r away where they undertook to estab­

l i s h a post f o r weather observations. I t has a very good house on i t and i s w e l l 

provided w i t h out b u i l d i n g s . 

Question: That i s i n V i r g i n i a i s n ' t i t ? 

Preside n t : Yes, I t h i n k i t i s about 85 miles away. 

Question: In Bluemont? 

Pr e s i d e n t : Yes. I have never been there, but Iknow about the p l a c e . 

It i s f o r s a l e because i t didn't work out as i t was expected. I t has a good e l e ­

vation and might be a place that could be considered. 

Question: Have you r e c e i v e d any l e t t e r s suggesting p l a c e s , and so on? 

Pr e s i d e n t : No, I don't th i n k so. 
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F r i d a y , December 14, 1928. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

Here i s an i n q u i r y about a r e s o l u t i o n s a i d to have been introduced i n the 

1 Senate t h i s afternoon* which I judge undertakes to have the Senate i n t e r p r e t the 

'peace treaty i n i t s r e l a t i o n to the Monroe Doctrine and the Washington Arms Con-

I ference t r e a t i e s , and as to what might happen i f any of the p a r t i e s to the t r e a t y 

[tent to war under the league of the Locarno pacts. I haven't seen that r e s o l u t i o n . 

Press man: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , i t i s to be dropped i n t h i s afternoon. Hasn't 

I been introduced y e t . 

President: W e l l , then I t h i n k I had b e t t e r not undertake to make any com-

; lent on i t at a l l , I was going to say I hadn't seen i t . I t w i l l be d i f f i c u l t to 

comment on i t without seeing i t . I should t h i n k i t would be d i f f i c u l t f o r the Senate 

to undertake an academic i n t e r p r e t a t i o n of the peace t r e a t y and to t r y to decide i n 

[ advance what t h i s country might do under c e r t a i n circumstances. That goes away beyond 

j the treaty. The t r e a t y doesn't undertake what the country i s to do i n advance of 

circumstances, any f u r t h e r than to say that those who have signed i t are to renounce 

tar as a n a t i o n a l p o l i c y . The st r e n g t h of the t r e a t y l i e s i n the f a c t that i t leaves 

to the determination what i s to be done when f u t u r e circumstances a r i s e f o r the a c t i o n 

of the Government at that time. I t leaves the Congress f r e e t o take such a c t i o n as 

they may think appropriate. I should say i n general that any proposal to modify or 

make reservations to the t r e a t y as i t has been presented would n e c e s s a r i l y be regarded 

as an u n f r i e n d l y move towards the t r e a t y . The passing of a r e s o l u t i o n of t h i s k i n d i s 

lerely an expression of the o p i n i o n of the Senate, I suppose, and would not have any 

effect on the t r e a t y one way or the other. 

Press: Some f o l k s up there say that i t would put us i n the same p o s i t i o n that Great 

Britain was given by the Chamberlain -
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President: I t h i n k we are already i n that p o s i t i o n now, so that so f a r as I am 

(informed there i s no occasion f o r our t a k i n g any a c t i o n to he i n the same p o s i t i o n t h a t 

jail other countries are. I t would he a good deal of a misfortune, i f a f t e r having 

) proposed a t r e a t y of t h i s k i n d and secured the approval of other c o u n t r i e s , we should 

fail to approve i t o u r s e l v e s . I t would leave us i n a p e c u l i a r l y embarrassing p o s i t i o n , 

I do not think there i s any danger of t h a t , I am simply s t a t i n g the p o s i t i o n we should 

Le in i f such a contingency should a r i s e , 

I have c a l l e d the a t t e n t i o n o f the Departments to the f a c t that the law imposes 

on the President the duty of submitting the budget and a f t e r the budget has been sub­

mitted i t imposes upon the Departments, a l l the heads and subordinates, the i n j u n c t i o n 

not to undertake to get the amount that the President has submitted increased. For 

any one connected w i t h the Government to undertake to do th a t i s a v i o l a t i o n of the law 

and contrary to the d i r e c t and e x p l i c i t d i r e c t i o n of the Congress, The budget i s n ' t 

new now. I t has been i n operation f o r a good many years. I t h i n k a l l the departments 

and a l l the members of the Departments know of that p r o v i s i o n . I t i s t h e i r duty t o 

observe i t and my duty to enforce i t . 

It w i l l be necessary to make some p r o v i s i o n f o r the i s l a n d of Porto Hico, which 

will cost several m i l l i o n d o l l a r s . I t h i n k the estimates run as h i g h as 7§- m i l l i o n 

dollars, of which 2§- m i l l i o n d o l l a r s are to be expended without any ex p e c t a t i o n t h a t 

the island w i l l ever r e t u r n the money, and $5,000,000 i s to be provided as a l o a n fund 

for the purpose of r e s t o r a t i o n of the area t h a t was i n j u r e d by the storm, so f a r as 

its productivity i s concerned, to help a g r i c u l t u r e w i t h the necessary c r e d i t to get 

productivity s t a r t e d . That i s a f u r t h e r increment to the apparent d e f i c i t a t the 

present time. 



Of course, a good many proposals are made by people that have very 

excellent things t h a t they would l i k e to have the Government do, hut they come from 

people that have no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y f o r p r o v i d i n g ways and means by which t h e i r p r o ­

posals can be c a r r i e d out, I don't t h i n k i n a l l my experience, which has been very 

large with people that come before me i n and out of the Government w i t h proposals 

for spending money, I have ever had any proposal from any one as to what c o u l d be 

j'done to r a i s e money, and very few suggestions of what could be done to save any money. 

Sometimes l i n k e d w i t h the proposal f o r an immediate large expenditure i s the sug-

1 gestion that i t u l t i m a t e l y w i l l r e s u l t i n a saving. I t h i n k that i s about the. extent 

I of the outside a s s i s t a n c e I have had i n that d i r e c t i o n . 

I noticed i n the morning press some suggestion that i t was thought i n some 

quarters that the present a d m i n i s t r a t i o n didn't d e s i r e to take p a r t , any f u r t h e r p a r t , 

or was suggesting that a c t i o n should be postponed, by the Committee of the League 

I that has been h o l d i n g the p r e l i m i n a r y conferences on l i m i t a t i o n of armaments. That 

Movement i s e n t i r e l y i n the hands of the League. I t was of course i n s t i g a t e d by them 

and would have to be c a r r i e d on by them without suggestions from us, because we are 

not a part of the League. Our Government hasn't made any i n t i m a t i o n that i t wanted 

action postponed, and i t i s ready to respond a t any time to any d e s i r e on the part 

of the League to p a r t i c i p a t e i n the d e l i b e r a t i o n s of the p r e l i m i n a r y conference. 

I haven't heard anything f u r t h e r about the Christmas h o l i d a y s . The reports from 

mother Goodhue are so discouraging that Mrs. Coolidge i s expecting to go up there 

for two or three days next week. Mrs. Goodhue's c o n d i t i o n i s such that i t i s n ' t 

possible to make any plans at present about the Christmas h o l i d a y s . 

I doubt i f I could add anything to the very f u l l newspaper comment r e l a t i v e to 

the South American tour of Mr. Hoover. I t i s evident that the people of the c o u n t r i e s 
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that he has v i s i t e d have heen pleased to r e c e i v e him and are a p p r e c i a t i v e of h i s 

T i s i t , and I have no doubt that i t w i l l r e s u l t i n an increased amount of good w i l l . 

It is e s p e c i a l l y a demonstration on the part of the man whom we expect w i l l be chosen 

then the e l e c t o r a l c o l l e g e meets to be the next President of h i s d e s i r e to have a 

thorough knowledge of the con d i t i o n s i n those c o u n t r i e s , h i s a p p r e c i a t i o n of the value 

of their f r i e n d s h i p , and h i s wish f o r mutual he l p f u l n e s s and cooperation. 



From such conferences as I have had, which are not very e x t e n s i v e , 

I am of the o p i n i o n t h a t the peace t r e a t y has s u f f i c i e n t support to i n s u r e i t s r a t ­

ification without any r e s e r v a t i o n s or accompanying r e s o l u t i o n s . 

The Boulder Dam w i l l o f course take the u s u a l procedure. When i t comes here i t 

I rill go i n the course of business to the Department o f I n t e r i o r , and i f i t c a l l s f o r 

an expenditure of money i t w i l l go to the Bureau o f the Budget f o r t h e i r recommenda­

tions. I don't expect i t w i l l go to any other department or t h a t i t w i l l be necessary 

| to confer w i t h any engineers, so f a r as I am concerned, i n r e l a t i o n t o i t . I am a d v i s e d 

by the I n t e r i o r Dept. that they have made some suggestions f o r t r i f l i n g changes, 

shich w i l l undoubtedly be adopted. 

I am expecting to go down to l i g h t the Christmas t r e e f o r the Washington Com­

munity c e l e b r a t i o n on Christmas eve, which i s the evening of the 24th o f course. 

I don * t expect to e m b e l l i s h my appearance there w i t h any speech. 

I have under c o n s i d e r a t i o n a c c e p t i n g an i n v i t a t i o n t h a t was extended l a s t s p r i n g 

to go to Sapeloe I s l a n d , which i s j u s t o f f the Georgia c o a s t . I t i s a l i t t l e n o r t h 

of Jekyl I s l a n d , which i s perhaps b e t t e r known t o the newspaper p r o f e s s i o n . 

Question: Can you s p e l l t h a t one f o r us? 

P r e s i d e n t : Sapeloe. I t i s a c o r r u p t i o n of a Spanish word Zapa(or e ) l o , I t h i n k , 

which has been corrupted i n t o Sapeloe. J e k y l I s l a n d i s b e t t e r known to the newspaper 

profession as i t i s s a i d to be the r e s o r t i n the w i n t e r o f c o n s i d e r a b l e of the wealth 

of the country. The owner of Sapeloe i s Howard E. C o f f i n . 

Question: Have you any idea when you w i l l go? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , not u n t i l a f t e r Christmas. 

Question: Have you any idea how_long you w i l l s t a y , i f you go? 



I 2 ' 

President: I s h a l l probably r e t u r n here by the 1st of January, though I am not 

certain about t h a t . I f the President i s i n town he has a p u b l i c r e c e p t i o n here on 

lev Year's day. 

I am reminded o f the approach of the h o l i d a y s by some of my f e l l o w c i t i z e n s k i n d ­

ly beginning to send Christmas greetings and remembrances to the White House f o r Mrs. 

Coolidge and me. 

Senator Shipstead and I t a l k e d about the peace t r e a t y that i s pending before h i s 

iCommittee. I haven't any d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i v e t o the increase of the c a p i t a l 

stock of the Inland Waterways Corporation. 1/hatever we thought would be necessary 

from the report of the War Department and a study of the Bureau of the Budget would 

of course have been included i n the re g u l a r budget. What may have been put i n th e r e , 

I don't now r e c a l l , 

Mrs, Coolidge i s expecting to go to Northampton tomorrow. I t i s her present p l a n 

to return Saturday or Sunday. I don't know that you need to report the day of her 

'going and coming. Perhaps you b e t t e r not. But she i s expecting to go t h i s week and 

return by the 1st of next week, 

The Navy Dept. t e l l s me that they t h i n k there wont by any very serious or extend­

ed opposit on to the pending/$ry naval b i l l . There w i l l be some votes a g a i n s t i t and 

some debate opposing i t , but not enough to jeopardize i t s passage. 

Rep. D a l l i n g e r spoke to me about an a d d i t i o n a l house o f f i c e b u i l d i n g and I t o l d 

him that that was so l a r g e l y a matter f o r the l e g i s l a t u r e to determine i t s e l f t h a t 

Uidn't f e e l I ought to make any s p e c i f i c recommendation about i t , t h a t I should be 

governed very l a r g e l y i n r e l a t i o n to i t by what the Congress might wish. He reported 

tome that under the present arrangement most members of the House have but one room 



jjtlie o f f i c e b u i l d i n g where they have to keep t h e i r f o r c e of c l e r k s and stenographers 

^4 where those that might wish t o confer w i t h them have to w a i t w h i l e somebody e l s e 

is carrying on a conference w i t h the Representative i n the same room, so t h a t he thought 

^ was very d e s i r a b l e t h a t every member of the House be pr o v i d e d w i t h two rooms, one 

!for bis o f f i c e f o r c e and w a i t i n g room and one f o r an o f f i c e where a member might have 

a l i t t l e more p r i v a c y and be a b l e to g i v e b e t t e r accommodation to those that might wish 

to confer w i t h him on p u b l i c b u s i n e s s . 

I haven't any p l a n about where I s h a l l go a f t e r I r e t i r e from o f f i c e . I t says 

here that i t has been p u b l i s h e d t h a t I s h a l l r e t u r n to Northampton immediately. I 

presume that i s as good a guess as any one c o u l d make. I t would be q u i t e n a t u r a l t h a t 

nhen I leave Washington I should go back to Northampton. We have some things t h a t 

ijuite n a t u r a l l y I would c a r r y back t h e r e . I am g l a d i t has been p u b l i s h e d because i t 

fi l l a d v e rtise the town. I am g l a d to help the press g i v e the town p u b l i c i t y and g l a d 

to do what I can to h e l p a d v e r t i s e any other place or p o s s i b l y any employment t h a t 

light be b e n e f i t e d . 



I I don't know who w i l l be appointed t o the F e d e r a l Trade Commission. Mr. 

• Myers has i n d i c a t e d t h a t he wished to r e s i g n . He has been taken o f f the Commission t o 

undertake some v e r y important s e r v i c e i n the moving p i c t u r e i n d u s t r y . I am s o r r y t o 

I lose him. He has been on the Department of J u s t i c e s t a f f f o r a number of years where 

he had almost e n t i r e charge of p r o s e c u t i o n s under the Sherman law, which gave him a 

great grasp of the a d m i n i s t r a t i o n and enforcement of t h a t law. I t p e c u l i a r l y q u a l i f i e d 

him for s e r v i c e on the F e d e r a l Trade Commission. I would l i k e to have him s t a y i f i t 

I were f e a s i b l e and f i n i s h up the i n v e s t i g a t i o n t h a t was ordered by the Senate of the 

power concerns. I don't know whether t h a t w i l l be p o s s i b l e or n o t , or how much lo n g e r 

that i s g oing to t a k e . I t h i n k I have seen t h a t they had r e s o r t e d t o some c o u r t p r o ­

cedure i n r e l a t i o n t o the s e c u r i n g o f c e r t a i n evidence and t h a t might o c c a s i o n con­

siderable d e l a y , so t h a t he may not f e e l t h a t he wishes to s t a y . The p l a c e s on the 

Commission are somewhat d i f f i c u l t t o f i l l and they are d i f f i c u l t to a d m i n i s t e r . A 

member of the F e d e r a l Trade Board i s somewhat of an i n d u s t r i a l .policeman. People t h a t 

are doing r i g h t and obeying the law don't l i k e to be i n v e s t i g a t e d , and those t h a t are 

not obeying i t e s p e c i a l l y o b j e c t to i n v e s t i g a t i o n . I have a good d e a l o f sympathy with' 

hoth of them. I t h i n k , however, t h a t they are both wrong. 

We have had some s u g g e s t i o n t h a t the European governments would make some r e p r e ­

sentation to t h i s government r e l a t i v e t o American p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n a body of experts t o 

examine the q u e s t i o n o f German r e p a r a t i o n s , but so f a r as I know no r e p r e s e n t a t i o n 

has yet been made to u s , so t h a t I couldn't make any d e c i s i o n about i t u n t i l the r e p ­

resentation comes and we are a b l e to f i n d out what i t i n v o l v e s . We s h o u l d , o f course, 



I 2. 

nook at any suggestions made i n a sympathetic way. At the same time t h i s i s almost 

purely a European q u e s t i o n . In f a c t , i s a European q u e s t i o n . And w h i l e I don't want 

to have t h i s country s h i r k any duty t h a t i t ought to perform I should c e r t a i n l y l i k e 

it i f European questions c o u l d he a d j u s t e d by the Europeans. How, i t may be t h a t they 

are not able to do t h a t i n t h i s case and we ought to s t e p i n and p a r t i c i p a t e . I f we 

jio that, I hope there w i l l be a l i t t l e r e a l i z a t i o n i n some quarters t h a t t h i s 

country doesn't i n t e r f e r e i n other c o u n t r i e s unless i t i s o b l i g e d t o , and t h a t i f the 

Europeans can't s e t t l e t h e i r c o n troversy without c a l l i n g on us f o r h e l p and we 

| respond I do not t h i n k that i n European quarters we ought to b e c r i t i c i z e d f o r making 

alike response whence are asked to a s s i s t i n C e n t r a l America. I s h a l l want to be 

convinced too t h a t i f we are asked to have experts p a r t i c i p a t e t h a t there i s g o i n g to 

be an o p p o r t u n i t y f o r the e x e r c i s e of the judgment of the e x p e r t s , and t h a t those who 

I go there r e p r e s e n t i n g other governments or those who go from the U n i t e d S t a t e s w i l l a l l 

go free to e x e r c i s e t h e i r judgment and not be g i v e n i n s t r u c t i o n s beforehand t h a t would 

temper them i n e x e r c i s i n g t h e i r judgment. I mean by t h a t t h a t one s i d e ought not to 

instruct i t s experts we can't pay more than so much and the other s i d e ought not t o 

instruct i t s experts we can't take l e s s than so much. I f they be e x p e r t s , i t means 

they are going to t o undertake i n t h e i r own judgment what can be p a i d and should be 

free to make a judgment of that k i n d without being hampered beforehand w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s . 

I am expecting to go away the f i r s t of the week. Some of you I may see on C h r i s t ­

mas day and some I may not. I want to take t h i s o c casion to wish you a l l a very 

Kerry Christmas. Perhaps some o f you w i l l go w i t h me. I am not c e r t a i n when I am 

coming back. I t h i n k i t i s d o u b t f u l i f I s h a l l be back here by the 1st of January, 

so that I w i l l take t h i s ©ccasion a l s o to wish you a Happy New Year. I f I am not 

here - I probably s h a l l not be - we wouldn't have any New Year's r e c e p t i o n a t the 
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Uiite House. We are having the s i n g i n g o f Christmas c a r o l s , so Mrs. Coolidge t o l d 

before she went away, on the f r o n t porch of the White House, the n o r t h p o r t i c o , 

i n 
0n Christmas eve, and the p u b l i c of course i s i n v i t e d to attend/the n o r t h grounds. 
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REMARKS 

by the PRESIDENT to 

NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENTS 

January 4, 1929 - March 1, 1929 



THE PRESIDENT: I don't know of any immediate change t h a t i s contem­

p l a t e d i n the o f f i c e of C o l l e c t o r of Customs a t New Orleans. 

I had a very pleasant t r i p to Georgia. That r e g i o n , l i k e 

a l l of our South A t l a n t i c seaboard, i s a wonderfully f i n e w i n t e r 

r e s o r t . The i s l a n d s t h a t l i e o f f the coast played a very im­

portant p a r t i n the e a r l y development of that r e g i o n . They are 

covered w i t h some of the oldest r u i n s i n the United S t a t e s . Ap­

p a r e n t l y a f t e r the war they became almost deserted — I mean a f t e r 

the war of '61 to '65. The former owners went away and d i d not 

come hack f o r y e a r s , and when they d i d come back they hadn't the 

means f o r c a r r y i n g out t h e i r p l ans. Many of them had been ran­

sacked and burned during the war. Along the coast of that 

r e g i o n are e s p e c i a l l y f i n e places f o r game — a great many w i l d 

t u r k eys, p l e n t y of q u a i l ; of course the pheasants there have been 

brought i n ; there are also a great many deer. That p a r t of the 

coast has not been known much because there hasn't been t r a n s ­

p o r t a t i o n to i t . When the r a i l r o a d s were b u i l t they went f u r t h e r 

i n l a n d because the coast there i s low, and the r i v e r s when they 

get near the sea broaden out a great d e a l . There are wide marshes. 

So the r a i l r o a d s were b u i l t a number of miles i n l a n d ; and i t i s 

only r e c e n t l y that they have been p u t t i n g i n good highways. What 

that r e g i o n needs e s p e c i a l l y i s good highways. T r a n s p o r t a t i o n i s 



always a very Important element, and the reason that those I s l a n d s 

developed so was because they were on water and had good t r a n s p o r t a ­

t i o n . I t was p e r f e c t l y apparent t h a t there i s a great deal of 

new l i f e i n that p a r t of Georgia, which I am t o l d i s c h a r a c t e r i s t i c 

of the whole S t a t e . Some of the l a r g e r Georgia I n d u s t r i e s have 

f o r many years heen a c t i v e i n a business way but have not extended 

out i n the country much. The making of b e t t e r highways down there 

i s one of the reasons f o r the general r e v i v a l of a c t i v i t y throughout 

the S t a t e . 

I am n a t u r a l l y very much pleased w i t h the outcome of the Pan 

American Conference on C o n c i l i a t i o n and A r b i t r a t i o n . They had sev­

e r a l d i f f i c u l t problems. I t shows a very f i n e s p i r i t on the p a r t of 

•11 the delegates, r e f l e c t i n g the same sentiment on the p a r t of t h e i r 

governments and people that they had been able to reach an agreement 

on a l l p o i n t s . I t was e s p e c i a l l y f o r t u n a t e that the Conference 

happened to be i n s e s s i o n when the d i f f i c u l t y b r o k e out between B o l i v i a 

and Paraguay. I am very much pleased that that has been adj u s t e d as 

pa r t of the work of the Conference. 

I am expected to speak again a t the Business Conference of the 

Government. I t h i n k that i s set f o r about January 28th. Bo you 

r e c a l l the exact date, Mr. Sanders? 

MB. SANBESS: The twenty-ninth. 

THE PEES IDEM T ( c o n t i n u i n g ) : And I am speaking i n F l o r i d a on 



the f i r s t day of February at Winter Park. I am h e l p i n g to dedi ­

cate a s i n g i n g tower and a b i r d sanctuary, which i s to be presented 

to the p u b l i c f o r v i s i t a t i o n purposes by Edward W. Bok. 

I doubt i f I s h a l l be able t o go to Vincennes, Indiana, when 

they have t h e i r c e l e b r a t i o n of the anniversary of the b a t t l e there 

i n which Seorge Bogers C l a r k commanded the C o l o n i a l troops. I pre­

sume the conference w i l l r e c a l l that l a s t year we passed a h i l l mak­

ing an a p p r o p r i a t i o n or twelve or f i f t e e n -thousand d o l l a r s to b u i l d 

a s u i t a b l e memorial commemorating that event. 

QUERY: When you go to F l o r i d a , Mr. Pr e s i d e n t , i s i t your i n ­

t e n t i o n to stay any length of time? 

THE PRESIDENT: No, I s h a l l r e turn a t once. I haven't time 

to stay at a l l . 



I have heen approached by some o f the i n d i v i d u a l s i n the C i t y o f Wash­

ington who are managing the c o l l e c t i o n s f o r the Community Chest, F r e d e r i c k A. 

Delano, Charles J . B e l l and John Poole. T h e i r problem has been what the Depart­

ments co u l d do to cooperate w i t h them i n the way of g e t t i n g c o n t r i b u t i o n s from 

people employed i n the various Departments. The o n l y e n t e r p r i s e t h a t we have 

permitted to do an y t h i n g i n the way of s o l i c i t a t i o n i n the Departments has been 

the S a l v a t i o n Army - i t was p e r m i t t e d to have stands - and the Red Cross. 

Really, the Red Cross has been the only c h a r i t y t h a t has been permi t t e d to make 

di r e c t s o l i c i t a t i o n s . The S a l v a t i o n Army has been granted the p r i v i l e g e of 

standing at the e x i t s and entrances w i t h baskets or something o f t h a t k i n d f o r 

re c e i v i n g donations. We have determined that the c h i e f c l e r k s or some one of 

that nature w i l l be permit t e d to d i s t r i b u t e envelopes among the employees and 

that some one r e p r e s e n t i n g the community chest may be s t a t i o n e d a t the e x i t t o 

receive those envelopes when the employees pass i n and out. That i s a method 

which has been adopted i n some p a r t s of the country by i n d u s t r i a l establishments 

and we are going to permit i t to be done i n b e h a l f of the Community Chest of 

Washington. 

Question: Is that f o r any one day or period? 

P r e s i d e n t : No, not f o r any s p e c i a l day. Such time, I suppose, as i t 

may be necessary to do i t . 

I haven't a great amount of i n f o r m a t i o n concerning the business s i t ­

u a tion, but I was advised t h i s morning by the Department of Commerce t h a t the 

las t s i x months, according to t h e i r r e p o r t s , was b e t t e r than the f i r s t s i x months 
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of the year 1928 and was up to the standard o f 1927. So f a r as they can determine 

present c o n d i t i o n s i n business throughout the country are good and the prospect 

for the immediate f u t u r e seems to be as good as u s u a l . 

Mr. C o l l i e r was i n yesterday, Barron C o l l i e r , and l e f t w i t h me a n i c e l y 

bound l i t t l e book on the s u b j e c t of how h i s business — I assume that he gave a copy 

of that to the pre s s , so t h a t they have i t . 

The a p p r o p r i a t i o n b i l l s , I am adv i s e d by the members of the Cabinet,and 

appropriations are go i n g on a l l r i g h t . The hearings are being expedited and the 

b i l l s are being passed e x p e d i t i o u s l y . The f i n a n c i a l s i t u a t i o n i s such that o f 

course we have got to look w i t h great care on a l l proposals f o r immediate expend­

itures of money and w i t h great care on the a p p r o p r i a t i o n b i l l s . There are some 

b i l l s pending t h a t w i l l c a l l f o r an expenditure of money which are necessary. Those 

we s h a l l have to take cere of i n some way. Anything that i s n ' t a p r e s s i n g neces­

s i t y ought to be put o f f u n t i l next year, when we w i l l have had the t a x r e t u r n s 

on income f d r 1928 and we w i l l know b e t t e r what the c o n d i t i o n of the Treasury i s . 



I don't seem to have any r e c o l l e c t i o n of the name of Charles W. Lane o f 

Baltimore i n connection w i t h the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Supreme Court judgeship. 

It i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the name has gone over my desk and been r e f e r r e d i n the 

regular course to the Dept. of J u s t i c e f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n and recommendation. 

I don't remember t h a t name. 

There hasn't anything new developed r e l a t i v e to the German r e p a r a t i o n s prob­

lem. I presume the conference has i n mind what the s i t u a t i o n i s ; t h a t the 

European governments that are i n t e r e s t e d , i n c l u d i n g Germany, would l i k e to secure 

the s e r v i c e s of two Americans to j o i n w i t h the experts that are to be appointed 

by the European governments, and we have reported to the European governments t h a t 

our Government has no o b j e c t i o n t o t h e i r t a k i n g that course. I t a l s o needs to be 

kept i n mind t h a t i t i s the European governments that are making the appointments 

and making the s e l e c t i o n s . I t h i n k , as I i n d i c a t e d once b e f o r e , I would be more 

pleased i f the European governments would s e t t l e t h a t q u e s t i o n themselves, but 

i f they f e e l t h a t they need a s s i s t a n c e of some Americans I don't t h i n k i t v.ould be 

becoming on the p a r t of our Government to say that the people here t h a t are w i l l ­

i n g to serve should not be p e r m i t t e d to do so, or r a t h e r that our Government 

wouldn't give i t s consent to t h e i r doing so. The l a s t body of experts t h a t was 

headed by General Dawes worked out what has proven to be an acceptable p l a n , and 

i n i t s o p e r a t i o n has been s u c c e s s f u l , so that I judge that one of the main t h i n g s 

that i s l e f t to be considered i s the f i n a l amount t h a t Germany i s to pay. I f i t i s 

found that they c o u l d go on paying 2,500,000,000 marks, which i s about $625,000,000 

a year, then the o n l y q u e s t i o n to consider wo^ld be how l o n g they ought to keep on 
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is another q u e s t i o n , and i t i s f o r the purpose of d e c i d i n g what would seem to he 

f a i r between Germany, c o n s i d e r i n g i t s a b i l i t y , and the European c o u n t r i e s t h a t 

are i n t e r e s t e d on the other s i d e , i n c l u d i n g Japan and the t r i f l i n g amount t h a t 

is due us c o m p a r a t i v e l y , t h a t t h i s body of experts w i l l be brought t o g e t h e r . We 

are r e t u r n i n g , as you w i l l r e c a l l , the p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y o f the German n a t i o n a l s 

that we h e l d as s e c u r i t y f o r the payment due us as our b i l l f o r the Army o f 

Occupation, which i s some $200,000,000, and whatever may be found to be due by 

the German Claims Commission f o r damages which ac c r u e d t o our c i t i z e n s i n the e a r l y 

part o f the war, I t h i n k b e f o r e we went i n t o the war. Those two t o g e t h e r a r e n o t 

very l a r g e sums, so t h a t the amount due us i s not l a r g e . That, however, would not 

be a matter t h a t would be c o n s i d e r e d by a commission of experts - the amount of our 

b i l l . I f there i s a n y t h i n g to be done about t h a t a t t h i s conference i t would be 

done through our r e g u l a r d i p l o m a t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , p r o b a b l y * a s , though t h e r e are 

Americans on the committee of e x p e r t s , they do not r e p r e s e n t the Government o f the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

I have had an i n v i t a t i o n from Dr. Hamilton H o l t o f R o l l i n s C o l l e g e , at Winter 

Park, F l a . , to v i s i t the c o l l e g e w h i l e I am i n F l o r i d a . I t h i n k I made the mistake 

the other day i n speaking o f my t r i p to F l o r i d a o f s a y i n g t h a t the d e d i c a t i o n of 

the Sanctuary and the S i n g i n g Tower was to t a k e p l a c e a t Winter Park. That i s 

l o c a t e d at Mountain Lake and the c o l l e g e i s a t Winter Park. They ar e some SO m i l e s , 

perhaps a l i t t l e more, a p a r t . I am c o n s i d e r i n g making a v i s i t to R o l l i n s C o l l e g e , 

but I have some doubt as to whether I w i l l be a b l e to g i v e the time to i t . I d i d 

have i n mind when I accepted Mr. Bok»s i n v i t a t i o n t h a t the c o l l e g e and the Sanctuaey 

were i n the same town, but I f i n d I am SO or 40 m i l e s out o f the way about t h a t . 



So I am considering Dr. Holt's i n v i t a t i o n . He has in v i t e d me down there several 

times. I very much wanted to go. He came here when he was about to be inaugurated 

t i t h some prominent w r i t e r . Do you remember who that was, Mr. Clark? 

Mr. Clark: No, I don't. 

President: It wasn't McCutcheon. Well, i t is some equally good w r i t e r , I 

won't say reporter. 



Eeport o f the Newspaper Conference, 
Tuesday, January 15, 1929. 

I know t h a t there i s some l e g i s l a t i o n pending r e l a t i v e to i n c r e a s e s 

in pay, s a i d to c o r r e c t i n j u s t i c e s and i n e q u a l i t i e s t h at have r e s u l t e d under the 

last pay i n c r e a s e . One way to c o r r e c t i t i s , I suppose, to reduce the people 

that have had too much. I don't know t h a t any one i s suggesting t h a t t h a t s h o u l d 

he done. The u s u a l .course i s to work i n the other d i r e c t i o n and increase those 

that t h i n k they have not r e c e i v e d enough. I f there are any r e a l i n j u s t i c e s and 

i n e q u a l i t i e s t h a t ought to he a d j u s t e d , I should g i v e t h a t very c a r e f u l con­

s i d e r a t i o n . I am somewhat d o u b t f u l about the e x i s t e n c e of anything t h a t bordered 

on i n j u s t i c e , and of course I am not i n f a v o r of any l a r g e increases i n pay. 

Everybody had t h e i r pay i n c r e a s e d l a s t year. I s t a r t e d out by f i n a l l y a g r e e i n g 

to #14,000,000, then they came back and wanted #18,000,000, then they boosted i t 

up to #22,000,000 or #23,000,000. I d i d n ' t f e e l l i k e v e t o i n g the b i l l . I f the 

committees had taken the a d v i c e t h a t was g i v e n them by people t h a t were q u a l i f i e d 

to g i v e advice they wouldn't have found they had l e g i s l a t e d i n a way t o g i v e any 

one an o p p o r t u n i t y to t h i n k there was i n j u s t i c e . They di d n ' t do t h a t . I have 

noti c e d i n the press t h a t I was r e p o r t e d as b e i n g i n f a v o r of t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I don't know of anything I have s a i d t hat i n d i c a t e d I was f a v o r a b l e to i t or un­

favorable. I am not i n f a v o r of any sweeping increases i n s a l a r i e s , because we 

have r e c e n t l y granted very l a r g e increases i n pay, much l a r g e r than I wanted t o 

grant, but i f there are some t r i f l i n g matters t h a t ought to be a d j u s t e d I should 

probably take the o p i n i o n of the Congress on t h a t . 

There i s f u r t h e r l e g i s l a t i o n pending, I t h i n k , to i n c r e a s e the amount th a t i s 

to be p a i d on r e t i r e m e n t . A b i l l has j u s t been passed f o r t h a t purpose which went 

as f a r as I thought we ought to go. We might very w e l l l e t that act go i n t o op-
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eratioxi and f i n d out from experience how i t worked. I f e l t i t was s u f f i c i e n t l y 

l i b e r a l i n i t s p r o v i s i o n s . I don't know of any reason f o r l e g i s l a t i n g on t h a t 

subject. Of course, what I say i n r e l a t i o n t o both these b i l l s i s i n a t e n t a t i v e 

nature, simply e x p r e s s i n g the o p i n i o n t h a t I have, w i t h the unders t a n d i n g t h a t when 

the l e g i s l a t i o n comes to me I w i l l take i t up and t r y and decide i t on i t s m e r i t s . 

Concerning the re t i r e m e n t b i l l , I f e e l r a t h e r more c e r t a i n than I do about the 

pay b i l l . I am c e r t a i n a re t i r e m e n t b i l l i s n ' t needed a t t h i s time. 

I don't t h i n k there i s a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r t h a t I cou l d say r e l a t i v e t o the ques­

t i o n o f German r e p a r a t i o n s . I t r i e d to i n d i c a t e what the s i t u a t i o n was a t the l a s t 

conference, so that the press might comment on i t w i t h an understanding o f what I 

thought the r e a l s i t u a t i o n was. The Americans are t o be appointed by the f o r e i g n 

c o u n t r i e s , but I do not know whom they are go i n g t o appoint. • When they make t h e i r 

appointments, I suppose they w i l l be the ones t h a t w i l l make the announcement. 

And I have no i n f o r m a t i o n as to when the appointments a r e to be made. I have seen 

s e v e r a l names suggested, but I have no i n f o r m a t i o n concerning them other than what 

has been i n the p r e s s . And I have no i n f o r m a t i o n as to the f u t u r e course o f Mr. 

G i l b e r t . He i s the Agent o f the Separations Commission, not the Agent o f the U n i t e d 

States or i t s Government i n any way. I f he was to be i n d i c a t i n g any e x p e c t a t i o n 

of what course he might pursue, o f course he would i n d i c a t e i t t o the people under 

whom he i s s e r v i n g , and not to us. 

I t h i n k i t i s l i k e l y t h a t the Senate w i l l reach a vote on the t r e a t y very so on. 

It i s an e s p e c i a l l y important s u b j e c t . I n f a c t , I don't know of an y t h i n g t h a t has 

come before the Senate w h i l e I have been President t h a t i s of g r e a t e r importance 

than t h i s t r e a t y . I t would do more than anything e l s e o f which I know to s t a b i l i z e 



and g i v e e x p r e s s i o n to the peace sentiment of the world and g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e the 

p r o b a b i l i t y of permanent peace. I t would be a very complete answer on our p a r t to 

the c r i t i c i s m t h at our country i s sometimes under, e s p e c i a l l y to any s u g g e s t i o n 

that we had any motives of aggression toward any other country. I t h i n k the Senate 

understands the s i t u a t i o n very w e l l and that they want to r a t i f y the t r e a t y and are 

e s p e c i a l l y desirous of a v o i d i n g any a c t i o n on the p a r t of the Senate that c o u l d be 

i n t e r p r e t e d e i t h e r here or abroad as v a r y i n g the terms of the t r e a t y by making any 

amendments or r e s e r v a t i o n s i n r e l a t i o n to i t . And w i t h t h a t s i t u a t i o n before the 

Senate and before the country, I f e e l q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t the Senate w i l l a c t f a v ­

o r a b l y on i t . 



I do not r e c a l l t h a t any r e p o r t has come to me from the T a r i f f Commission 

I t i t s i n v e s t i g a t i o n of m i l k and cream. Do you r e c a l l any such, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: I don't t h i n k i t has. 

P r e s i d e n t : When i t does come, a l l I can say i s th a t i t w i l l he disposed o f 

I the r e g u l a r course of b u s i n e s s . 

Mr. and Mrs. Hoover are d i n i n g w i t h Mrs. Coolidge and me t o n i g h t . 

I have been i n v i t e d to the 25th a n n i v e r s a r y of Dr. Abram Simon of Wash­

ington. I t i s 25 years s i n c e he assumed l e a d e r s h i p o f the Washington Hebrew Congre-

ption. He i s be i n g tendered a dinner on January 26th. I have t h a t under con­

sideration. I don't know whether I can go or not. I have a very h i g h regard f o r 

|

| Simon. I t h i n k he served here on the School Committee and i s regarded as a ver y 

eful c i t i s e n . 

I was n a t u r a l l y pleased that the peace t r e a t y was r a t i f i e d . As I s a i d a t 

the l a s t conference, the i n d i c a t i o n s were t h a t i t would be r a t i f i e d a l l r i g h t , and 

11 think the importance of the t r e a t y w i l l grow among the people as i t goes i n t o op­

eration. 12 or 15 nations have a l r e a d y adhered to i t . I t h i n k ours was the f i r s t 

Ration of those which signed i t which has r a t i f i e d i t . 



I am ad v i s e d t h a t there i s a pr o p o s a l on f o o t t o c e l e b r a t e a t Kansas 

C i t y the 75th a n n i v e r s a r y o f the Republican P a r t y . I t h i n k t h e r e are s e v e r a l 

places that c l a i m to be the b i r t h p l a c e of the p a r t y , one i n M i c h i g a n , I t h i n k 

Jackson, and one i n V/isconsin, Ripon. But I b e l i e v e t h a t w h i l e they don't 

agree on the p l a c e they agree on the year. Of course, they don't agree on the 

exact date. Without u n d e r t a k i n g to determine - perhaps i t couldn't very w e l l 

be determined j u s t where the p a r t y f i r s t came i n t o e x i s t e n c e , I would of course 

look w i t h approval on a suggesti o n to c e l e b r a t e the a n n i v e r s a r y o f the p a r t y , 

e s p e c i a l l y the 75th a n n i v e r s a r y . 

I haven't had any r e p o r t f o r some time from the Budget or the Treas­

ury r e l a t i v e t o the prospects of a surplus on the 30th o f June, next. I t i s 

represented t o me here t h a t there i s a d e f i c i t thus f a r o f |375,000,000. I 

imagine t h a t t h a t comes about by reason of our expenditures f o r the h a l f year 

and f o r the reason t h a t the income t h a t i s to be p a i d i n on the 15th of March 

and the 15th of June has not yet been r e c e i v e d . You see, there w i l l be a very 

large income coming i n on the 15th of June and the expenditures of t h a t would 

only go on to the 15 days, so t h a t i t would be q u i t e n a t u r a l t h a t a t t h i s time 

or a t any time as you are approaching the season f o r a q u a r t e r l y payment t h a t 

you would have a d e f i c i t which would be wiped out when the q u a r t e r l y payment 

comes i n . I expect i t w i l l be p o s s i b l e , of course, t o f i n i s h the year without 

any d e f i c i t , and I s h a l l make every e f f o r t t o leave the Treasury i n such con­

d i t i o n when I go out of o f f i c e t h a t t h a t can be accomplished. I s h a l l take 

i n t o c o n s i d e r a t i o n t h a t f a c t i n approving a p p r o p r i a t i o n s t o be made and b i l l s 



that c a l l f o r a d d i t i o n a l payments of money d u r i n g the present f i s c a l y e a r . But 

i t i s t r u e t h a t the margin i s very s m a l l and great care w i l l have to he exer­

c i s e d i n order to prevent a d e f i c i t a t the end of t h i s y e a r , the 30th of next 

June. 

I haven't reached any f i n a l c o n c l u s i o n about the membership o f the 

Eadio Commission, I knew t h a t t h e i r terms e x p i r e the l a t t e r p a r t o f next month. 

There i s only one member of the Commission, and t h a t i s Mr. C a l d w e l l , who has 

i n d i c a t e d he wishes to r e t i r e . I assume that the others would be w i l l i n g to r e ­

main on the Commission, e s p e c i a l l y because t h e i r a c t i v e d u t i e s would cease and, 

as I understand i t , they would o n l y be c a l l e d i n t o s e s s i o n to determine some 

s p e c i f i c q u e s t i o n . 

And i t i s never p o s s i b l e to make much of a de t e r m i n a t i o n i n advance of 

what the a c t i o n o f the Senate w i l l be r e l a t i v e to the time of s e c u r i n g a vote 

on any qu e s t i o n t h a t i s pending t h e r e . Oftentimes i t looks as though there would 

be a long debate and i t i s determined w i t h i n an hour. Sometimes i t i s apparent 

th a t a vote w i l l be reached very soon and something comes up th a t makes the 

ques t i o n drag along f o r weeks. But the Senate has a way o f re a c h i n g a vote when 

i t wants t o and I have no doubt t h a t t h a t w i l l be the r e s u l t on the c r u i s e r b i l l . 

I t looked a t one time, you w i l l r e c a l l , as though t h e r e might be a ve r y extended 

debate on the peace t r e a t y , but a l l a t once the Senate agreed and were a b l e t o take 

a vote on i t . Very l i k e l y , the same r e s u l t w i l l occur i n r e l a t i o n to the c r u i s e r 

b i l l . 

I f any one wants to pursue the matter o f the o r i g i n o f the Republican 

P a r t y , I t h i n k they might g e t some i n f o r m a t i o n from the Encyclopedia ftritmr 



Americana. 

I don't r e c a l l t h a t I made any recommendation about r a d i o l e g i s l a t i o n , 

i n my Message, t o go back t o t h a t , and so I am not p r e s s i n g f o r l e g i s l a t i o n o f 

that k i n d now. I do t h i n k , though, t h a t i t might be w e l l t o extend f o r another 

year the a d m i n i s t r a t i v e f u n c t i o n s o f the Fe d e r a l Radio Commission, but th a t i s 

e n t i r e l y an offhand o p i n i o n . I t i s not a q u e s t i o n concerning which I have any 

more d e f i n i t e i n f o r m a t i o n than most o f the members of the Conference. 

I t i s very d o u b t f u l i f I c o u l d go to Vincennes, Indiana, on the 25th o f 

February to c e l e b r a t e the 150th a n n i v e r s a r y o f the capture o f F o r t S a c k v i l l e by 

General George Rogers C l a r k e . I have been i n t e r e s t e d i n that c e l e b r a t i o n and 

recommended to the Congress an a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r i t , which was adopted. 

I haven't come to any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about the vacancy on the Supreme 

Court o f the D i s t r i c t o f Columbia, but the facancy ought t o be f i l l e d , and I am 

going to take i t up w i t h the Department of J u s t i c e to see i f a f i n a l s ettlement 

of i t can not be reached. 



F r i d a y , January 25, 1929. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I made ray recommendation i n my Message about the c r u i s e r b i l l . I f any one 

unts to see my views i n r e l a t i o n to i t i n extended form they w i l l f i n d them t h e r e , 

[recommended t h a t the time l i m i t t h a t was i n the b i l l should be taken out. Of course, 

that i s not because I don't want to b u i l d the c r u i s e r s and b u i l d them r i g h t away, but 

I;don't t h i n k i t i s good law i n r e l a t i o n to the budget. The experts can not see i n 

iivance j u s t what our income i s going t o be and what commitments t h e r e f o r e ought to 

|lemade. I have c o n s i d e r a b l e doubt whether Congress can. I say t h a t w i t h the f e e l ­

ing that i f we had a p l e n t i f u l supply of money I shouldn't o b j e c t to having a good d e a l 

if money expended on c r u i s e r s r i g h t away. One reason f o r not u n d e r t a k i n g to b u i l d 

I them a l l a t once, I mean a l l i n one year, would be the q u e s t i o n o f replacements. 

It wouldn't be a good f i n a n c i a l arrangement to have a l a r g e p a r t o f our c r u i s e r f l e e t 

1coming obsolete a t the same time. I t would be b e t t e r to have i t maturing, i f you 

nt to s t a t e i t that way, p a r t of i t a t a time, i n order that i t may be more 

Lonomically r e p l a c e d . 

So f a r as I know i t i s a very good idea of the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission 

Ito d i r e c t Commassioner P o r t e r to prepare a p l a n f o r the u n i f i c a t i o n o f r a i l r o a d s . I 

m law r e q u i r e d that of the Commission ever s i n c e I have been P r e s i d e n t . I suppose 

llliey have done something about i t , but they have a l s o recommended n e a r l y each year that 

[that part of the law be r e p e a l e d . One of the t r o u b l e s w i t h the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce 

Commission i s to my mind the d i f f i c u l t y of g e t t i n g any a c t i o n out of i t . The U n i t e d 

|States Government had a very s o r r y experience i n t h a t r e s p e c t . There was pending 

before the board a case to f i x the amount which would be p a i d f o r the t r a n s p o r t a t i o n 



|of the United States m a i l s . I t took three years to determine i t and when i t was 

J finally determined we were t o l d t h a t we owed the r a i l r o a d s #45,000,000 f o r previous 

I services. Of course, I have r e f u s e d torecognize the v a l i d i t y of a d e c i s i o n of t h a t 

kind and have r e f u s e d to make payment. I suppose i t w i l l go t o the Court o f Claims 

I to be decided whether the Commission has the r i g h t to make a r e t r o a c t i v e f i n d i n g . 

I The question wouldn't have a r i s e n i f there had been a d e c i s i o n made w i t h i n what seems 

to me i s a reasonable time. While I t h i n k on the whole we have a good Commission 

and they f u n c t i o n very w e l l , I t h i n k t h e i r p o s i t i o n would he g r e a t l y strengthened 

|and t h e i r s e r v i c e s would he of much gr e a t e r value i f they c o u l d make a d e c i s i o n 

I promptly and e x p e d i t i o u s l y . 

Press man: We never had the v a l u a t i o n of r a i l r o a d s y e t , have we? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , they never can have t h a t . They might j u s t as w e l l hunt 

for a w i l l - o - t h e - w i s p . I t h i n k t h a t i s s a i d to have cost about #100,000,000, and of 

course i t can never he completed because as soon as one phase of i t i s completed why 

it i s necessary t o go back and complete some other phase. I t h i n k the Commission has 

done as w e l l as they c o u l d on t h a t . Then as soon as i t began to t u r n out t h a t the 

proponents of v a l u a t i o n had been wrong, of course the proponents di d n ' t press f o r i t , 

and nobody e l s e was g r e a t l y i n t e r e s t e d i n i t . Now, I suppose the Commission w i l l say 

in answer to a l l these things t h a t they couldn't make t h e i r d e c i s i o n s f a s t e r because 

they d i d n ' t have a l a r g e r f o r c e to spend more money. That i s the standard r e p l y of 

any department, I f I ask them to buy paper or pins they always send back word t h a t 

they have known f o r a long p e r i o d of years they have been i n need of paper and p i n s , 

but the budget has prevented t h e i r having them. 

I haven't seen j u s t what suggestion Senator Borah has made r e l a t i v e to an 
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Iinternational conference t o c o d i f y maritime law, p a r t i c u l a r l y the laws of sea water, 

jam of the offhand impression t h a t t h a t would he t h e o r e t i c a l l y a f i n e t h i n g to do* 

I a p r a c t i c a l matter I wonder j u s t what chance there would ever he to get any Senate 

to r a t i f y a c o d i f i c a t i o n o f any k i n d of laws. I t h i n k any one t h a t knows our Senate 

inows that such a r a t i f i c a t i o n would he imp o s s i b l e . The maritime laws r e l a t i v e to sea 

larfare, o f course r e l a t e almost e n t i r e l y to the r i g h t s o f n e u t r a l s i n time of war, 

and a l l the developments o f the l a s t war would seem t o i n d i c a t e t h a t i n f u t u r e war 

• Eeatrals are probably not going t o be accorded much of any r i g h t . Whether a n y t h i n g 

could be done by i n t e r n a t i o n a l agreement to c l a r i f y t h a t or not, I don't know. I t 

lis a matter t h a t I have thought of some and t a l k e d over some w i t h the S t a t e Depart-

iient. There never has seemed to be any time that i t was f e a s i b l e t o c a l l a con­

ference on i t . We have some work p r o g r e s s i n g i n the Pan American Conference f o r the 

codification of i n t e r n a t i o n a l law, and I t h i n k t h a t i s going on very w e l l . But the 

d i f f i c u l t y about t h a t w i l l be i n ever s e c u r i n g approval of i t by the Senate. 

I am a p p o i n t i n g B r i g a d i e r General Charles H. Bridges t o be The Adjutant 

|General with the rank of Major General of course, and I am a p p o i n t i n g C o l o n e l A r c h i ­

bald Campbell to be the A s s i s t a n t Adjutant General w i t h the rank of B r i g a d i e r General. 

A d e l e g a t i o n came in,yesterday I t h i n k i t was, to i n v i t e me to go to 

IHncennes. I don't see a t the present time how i t would be p o s s i b l e f o r me to go. 

I am expecting to a t t e n d the George Washington U n i v e r s i t y c e l e b r a t i o n on 

the 22nd of February, where I may make a short address, and where Mrs. Coolidge and 

I have been i n v i t e d t o at t e n d . I t h i n k they are proposing t o confer a degree upon 

frs. Coolidge and me, and we are i n t e n d i n g t o go. 

Mr. Sanders: They are commencement e x e r c i s e s . 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, commencement e x e r c i s e s . 
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Mr. Sanders has compiled a r e p o r t showing t h a t d u r i n g 1928 I made ahout 20 

jjdresses and Messages to the Congress. I t h i n k thfct i s 2 more than 1927, i s n ' t i t , 

jlr, Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: Ahout the same. 

P r e s i d e n t : I t i s too many, hut i t i n d i c a t e s something of the pressure t h a t 

t̂he President i s under c o n s t a n t l y to make e f f o r t s o f t h a t k i n d . 

Question: Do you mind g i v i n g us an i n d i c a t i o n of how many i n v i t a t i o n s you 

J lure refused? 

P r e s i d e n t : I wouldn't have any idea ahout t h a t . A very g r e a t many. 

Another member o f the Radio Commission, Sam P i c k a r d , has re s i g n e d . He has 

m opportunity t o go i n t o p r i v a t e business i n the r a d i o f i e l d and having f i n i s h e d up 

'the work comparatively, speaking o f the Commission, he wanted t o r e t i r e from the 

IGovernment s e r v i c e to take up some p r i v a t e employment. 

I have here q u i t e a lo n g s e r i e s of questions r e l a t i v e to f u r t h e r disarmament 

|tonferences. The on l y a c t i o n t h a t our Government i s t a k i n g a t the present time i n 

(relation t o t h a t s u b j e c t i s to prepare c e r t a i n persons to a t t e n d the Pr e p a r a t o r y Con-

jference t h a t i s to he h e l d i n A p r i l under the League of Nations a t Geneva, so t h a t i n 

case the next a d m i n i s t r a t i o n d e s i r e s to send some one there w i l l be some one that i s 

.prepared to go. Of course, I don't happen to have any i n d i c a t i o n as to any plans o f 

the next a d m i n i s t r a t i o n r e l a t i v e to any conference to consider the r i g h t s of n e u t r a l s 

in time of war. That i s a su b j e c t that might w e l l be s t u d i e d and on which a conference 

Tery l i k e l y c o u l d make some d e s i r a b l e recommendations. As I i n d i c a t e d the other day, 
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the p r a c t i c a l d i f f i c u l t y would be to get an agreement o f t h a t n a t u r e approved. I i n -

Jicated i n my Message to the Congress, and I have i n d i c a t e d i n s e v e r a l p u b l i c addresses, 

Bu-t any a c t i o n t h a t c o u l d p o s s i b l e be f o r e s e e n by a f u t u r e l i m i t a t i o n o f arms con­

ference would not have any b e a r i n g on the q u e s t i o n of the a d o p t i o n o f the p resent 

cruiser b i l l , f o r the reason t h a t i t s a d o p t i o n would leave us w e l l w i t h i n the tonnage 

li a t c o u l d p o s s i b l y be adopted as a l i m i t i n a f u t u r e conference. We have a t the 

present time 10 c r u i s e r s - they a r e c a l l e d 7500, as a matter o f f a c t they are about 

5600 - which g i v e s us 66,000 t o n s . We are s t a r t i n g to b u i l d 8 more which are 10,000 

ton c r u i s e r s . We have 22 o l d c r u i s e r s , a l l o f them more than 20 years o l d , some of 

them -in excess of 10,000 ton s . Most of them I t h i n k are s m a l l e r . While i t i s n ' t 

necessary to put those a l l out o f commission at the present t i m e , t h e r e are many n a v a l 

|services f o r which they are p e r f e c t l y a d a p t a b l e , i t i s necessary to b u i l d t o r e p l a c e 

jthera i n order to have s h i p s t h a t would be r e a l f i g h t i n g u n i t s . As f i g h t i n g u n i t s , those 

old ships are o u t c l a s s e d by the newer c o n s t r u c t i o n and they need to be r e p l a c e d . That 

is the reason t h a t I have f a v o r e d a b u i l d i n g program at t h i s time, so t h a t w h i l e I 

favor a l i m i t a t i o n o f armaments I don't see t h a t t h a t q u e s t i o n has any r e l a t i o n t o our 

Ibuilding program, because any l i m i t a t i o n t h a t would be put on would c e r t a i n l y be l a r g e 

enough t o i n c l u d e t h i s program, and from any i n f o r m a t i o n t h a t we have now i t would be 

large enough to i n c l u d e a c o n s i d e r a b l e l a r g e r b u i l d i n g program than we are p r o p o s i n g . 

I do not t h i n k , as I have a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d , t h a t i t i s h e l p f u l to have a time l i m i t 

pat i n the b i l l . That ought to be taken out. And I t h i n k every one ought to under-

jstand t h a t our Government i s p r o p o s i n g to b u i l d these s h i p s because i t f e e l s t h a t i t 

has need of the s h i p s , and i f the b i l l passes w i t h the time l i m i t out I s h o u l d expect 

j immediately to t r a n s m i t to Congress a budget recommendation f o r immediately b e g i n n i n g 

I building o p e r a t i o n s . 



Nothing f u r t h e r has developed r e l a t i v e to the D i s t r i c t of Columbia judgeship. 

I asked Senator Phipps and Senator Waterman to come i n and t a l k w i t h me about 

]the D i s t r i c t A t t o r n e y s h i p i n Colorado. I had a very agreeable conference w i t h them. 

Mi think we s h a l l soon reach an agreement i n r e l a t i o n to i t . 

I am t r a n s m i t t i n g to the Senate the r e p o r t o f the S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e and 

jthe Secretary of A g r i c u l t u r e and the I n t e r s t a t e Commerce Commission i n response t o a 

resolution of l a s t May r e q u e s t i n g an i n v e s t i g a t i o n of the f a c t o r s which are c o n t r i b u t ­

ing to the d i v e r s i o n of commerce from the p o r t s of the U n i t e d S t a t e s t o Canadian p o r t s , 

and p r a c t i c a l remedies f o r p r e v e n t i n g such d i v e r s i o n . I am a l s o t r a n s m i t t i n g a 

separate rep o r t of the U n i t e d States Shipping Board i n response to the same r e s o l u t i o n . 

I I was very much pleased w i t h the business meeting of the Government we had 

.last evening. I thought that perhaps on account of the hour and the f a c t t h a t t h i s 

m the end of my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n there might not be the i n t e r e s t i n the budget meet­

ing that has u s u a l l y c h a r a c t e r i z e d those occasions. But I found when I came to a t -

jtend the meeting t h a t the h a l l was f i l l e d w i t h people. I t h i n k a l l the s e a t i n g cap­

acity was exhausted and some of the standing room, and there was no l a c k o f continued 

Interest i n the important s u b j e c t s t h a t are discussed a t a meeting of t h a t k i n d . 

Iam always a l i t t l e embarrassed i n making my budget address, because i t i s n e c e s s a r i l y 

a record of what has been done under my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n , and w h i l e I understand and 

especially t r i e d to i n d i c a t e l a s t n i g h t that a great amount of the c r e d i t f o r i t l i e s 

with the people t h a t are i n the Government s e r v i c e , i t sometimes has the i m p l i c a t i o n 

of undertaking to speak e x c l u s i v e l y of my own accomplishments. When I came to Sum 

up the r e s u l t s that we have secured under the budget, I was very much g r a t i f i e d w i t h 

their f a v o r a b l e c h a r a c t e r . But i t i s necessary to s t r e s s , as I d i d somewhat l a s t 

night, that we can not r e l i n q u i s h our e f f o r t s . There are a l a r g e number of b i l l s 

01799 



^nding before Congress a t the present time, t h a t i f passed and approved so t h a t they 

,ecame law would l a n d us i n a d e f i c i t , and i t i s o f course necessary f o r the Congress 

lo keep t h a t i n mind i n making t h e i r d e c i s i o n s on pending measures, I s h o u l d be g l a d 

[o cooperate w i t h them as e f f e c t i v e l y as I can t o t h a t end. 



Nothing s p e c i a l has developed i n r e l a t i o n to the Judgeship of the D i s -

j t r i c t of Columbia, w i t h the p o s s i b l e e x c e p t i o n o f the e l i m i n a t i o n o f one or two 

names t h a t have been suggested. 

I don't know j u s t what i s c o n t a i n e d i n the present b i l l r e l a t i v e t o voca-

i t i o n a l e d u c a t i o n which has passed the house. There was a b i l l there t h a t was con-

1 s i d e r a b l y more ambitious than what I f e l t such a b i l l ought to be, but I understood 

I that t h i s b i l l has been much reduced i n i t s p r o p o r t i o n s and i f t h a t i s t r u e I presume 

I would have no s e r i o u s o b j e c t i o n to i t . We are a l r e a d y doing a c o n s i d e r a b l e amount 

in t h a t d i r e c t i o n - I f e e l about a l l t h a t we ought to do. But i f some s m a l l a d d i t i o n 

I is proposed t o be made, I presume I would not oppose i t . 

?/e have been making s t u d i e s from time t o time both i n the War Dept. and the 

Navy Dept. to see i f something c o u l d not be done r e l a t i v e to the promotion problem. 

Kb very good p l a n has ever been presented to me. There was a p l a n p r e s e n t e d t h a t 

provided f o r b uying people o f f , v i r t u a l l y h i r i n g them to r e s i g n I t h i n k , under which 

some men would get as much a s f l 6 , 0 0 0 o r $18,000. That d i d n ' t seem to be p r a c t i c a l 

to me. I f some method can be worked out, I should be g l a d to see i t done. But I 

haven't seen any p l a n up t o the present time t h a t seemed to be f e a s i b l e , 

I don't know what w i l l be done about the c r u i s e r b i l l , of c o u r s e . I am 

not i n f a v o r of the b i l l i n i t s present form. I don't want to be understood as s a y i n g 

p o s i t i v e l y t h a t I w i l l veto i t . I have to s i g n a good many b i l l s t h a t I t h i n k on the 

whole are more f a v o r a b l e than u n f a v o r a b l e , and I can't say what w i l l be done about 

a p p r o p r i a t i o n s . I t h i n k t h a t some c o n f u s i o n has a r i s e n i n the mind o f the Senate i n 



thinking t h a t a p r o p o s a l t o take out t h e time l i m i t i s a p r o p o s a l not t o b e g i n b u i l d -

ing. That wasn't my p o s i t i o n a t a l l . I am i n f a v o r o f p a s s i n g a b i l l w i t h the time 

limit out and i n f a v o r o f making an a p p r o p r i a t i o n on such a b j . l l . I don't say what 

I am i n f a v o r o f d o i n g w i t h the time l i m i t i n , but w i t h the time l i m i t out I am i n 

favor o f s t a r t i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n work a t once. That c o u l d have been done some time ago. 

The b i l l c o u l d have been passed any time up t h e r e i n two h o u r s , i f t h e y had been w i l l ­

ing t o t a k e the time l i m i t out, i n my o p i n i o n . 

Q u e s t i o n : C o i i l d you say how many s h i p s t h e r e would be i n the f i r s t y e a r ' s 

program? 

P r e s i d e n t : That, I haven't d e c i d e d on. I s h o u l d l i k e to b e g i n the c on­

s t r u c t i o n o f a v e r y s u b s t a n t i a l number, and i f the time l i m i t had been t a k e n out the b 

1 b i l l would have been passed, I t h i n k , l o n g ago and a p p r o p r i a t i o n s would now be under 

way. Whether under the p r e s e n t method o f a p p r o p r i a t i o n s t h e r e w i l l ever be a b i l l or 

!any a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , I wotildn't want t o venture t o prophesy. 

I haven't g i v e n any a t t e n t i o n to t h e r e s u m p t i o n o f f o o t b a l l games between 

I the Army and Navy and M a r i n e Corps and the Coast Guard. There wouldn't he an op-

j p o r t u n i t y f o r a n y t h i n g to be done about t h a t d u r i n g my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n . I have ex­

pected t h a t sooner o. l a t e r the Army and Navy would resume t h e i r games, but i t i s so 

much a matter f o r v o l u n t a r y a c t i o n on the p a r t o f t h e s t u d e n t b o d i e s concerned t h a t 

I have never f e l t l i k e o r d e r i n g anybody to p l a y f o o t b a l l or s u g g e s t i n g t h a t they ought 

not t o p l a y , i f they wanted to p l a y i n a r e a s o n a b l e k i n d o f a way. 

Of c o u r s e , I have no judgment t h a t i s b e t t e r than t h a t of any one e l s e as 

to the e f f e c t o f the c o n t i n u e d i n c r e a s e o f e x p e n d i t u r e s by l o c a l governments on t h e 

p r o s p e r i t y of the c o u n t r y . I i n d i c a t e d i n my l a s t budget meeting address t h a t I 
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thought i t c o n s t i t u t e d a r e a l danger. Mor c o u l d I h a z a rd any guess as to whether 

the danger w i l l he a v e r t e d . I t can he, but whether i t w i l l be or n o t , I don'tknow. 

fhe t r o u b l e w i t h those t h i n g s i s t h a t they go on and nobody does a n y t h i n g about them 

unt i l they have done a g r e a t d e a l o f i n j u r y . When i t i s too l a t e t o a v e r t the 

injury the o n l y t h i n g t h a t can be done i s t o make d r a s t i c r e d u c t i o n s t h a t w i l l a f ­

ford a f u t u r e remedy. The p o s t a l r e c e i p t s f o r the month of January showed something 

lover 3 per cent i n c r e a s e over January o f a year ago. 

I haven't any a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n c o n c erning the q u e s t i o n o f r e p a r a ­

t i o n s . That, of course, w i l l be f o r the i n t e r e s t e d p a r t i e s t o d e c i d e . Our i n t e r e s t 

is very s m a l l compared w i t h t h a t of o t h e r c o u n t r i e s . Mr. Young and Mr. Morgan, o f 

Icourse, do not r e p r e s e n t our Government. They are c a l l e d i n as experts t o a s s i s t the 

j other e x p e r t s . I s h o u l d p r e f e r that some of the governments i n t e r e s t e d f u r n i s h the 

chairman, but t h a t i s not f o r our Government t o say. I t i s f o r the e x p e r t s from each 

country themselves t o decide and i t i s f o r the experts t o determine, o f course, what 

questions they want t o d i s c u s s . I f they d e s i r e to d i s c u s s the European debts t h a t a r e 

due to t h i s c o u n t r y , I don't know of any way t h a t we c o u l d prevent i t . Our Government, 

would n o t , however, f e e l t h a t any such d i s c u s s i o n was b i n d i n g on i t i n any way. I 

suppose the main q u e s t i o n f o r them to decide i s how much Germany can pay. I don't see 

that t h a t has any r e l a t i o n t o the amount of money th a t some othe r government may be 

owing u s . 

I had a very p l e a s a n t t r i p to F l o r i d a , as you know. One o f those i n c i d e n t s 

occurred t h a t sometimes occurs when the P r e s i d e n t makes an address. I t h i n k I r e f e r r e d 

in my address to n i g h t i n g a l e s . Some newspaper w r i t e r w i s h i n g to s e t me r i g h t about 

that s a i d t h a t there were no n i g h t i n g a l e s i n F l o r i d a . I suppose there are no n a t i v e 
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jigbtingales t h e r e , hut my s u g g e s t i o n was c o r r e c t , and Mr. Bok has imported a l a r g e 

Uber and they are l o c a t e d about the tower, so t h a t I suppose, as I s a i d , t h a t t h e i r 

W w i l l mingle w i t h the music o f the b e l l s . 

I had another c u r i o u s i n c i d e n t of a newspaper s e t t i n g me r i g h t , when I made 

t address a t W i l l i a m s C o l l e g e . At the time they brought back and reposed i n the new 

jiapel t h e r e a l l t h a t was m o r t a l o f C o l o n e l Ephraim W i l l i a m s the founder o f the c o l l e g e . 

I had been k i l l e d i n the French and I n d i a n War over i n the edge o f New York and o f 

.korse i n t h a t c o n f l i c t he fought under the B r i t i s h F l a g , and the c o l l e g e a u t h o r i t i e s 

iought t h e r e f o r e i t would be a p p r o p r i a t e on t h a t o c c a s i o n to d i s p l a y a copy o f the 

l i t i s h F l a g as i t was when he fought under i t . I t hung there over the remains. I n 

ke course of my remarks I r e f e r r e d to the f a c t t h a t he l a y t h e r e under the f l a g under 

lich he had fought. Some newspaper c a l l e d me to account f o r t h a t and s a i d t h a t o f 

purse I ought to know the S t a r s and S t r i p e s had not been adopted a t t h a t time. 
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I haven't changed my attitude toward the c r u i s e r b i l l . I t i s the same as 

that which I have already disclosed to the conference. 

I have been a constant advocate of the sale of the U. S. Shipping Board 

ships. I don't mean by that that I have sufficient information so that I would 

want to express any final opinion as to the adequacy of the bid that has been r e ­

ceived for the ships of the North Atlantic usually referred to, I think, as the 

United States Lines, but I was very much impress.ed with the fact that some people 

had offered to take them with substantially no payment and another concern has 

offered a very substantial sum, whichLave me the impression that the substantial 

sum was probably fairly adequate. 

I don't t h i n k the United States i s q u a l i f i e d any way to go i n t o the s h i p ­

p i n g business. I t c e r t a i n l y can't pursue any business of any k i n d or d e s c r i p t i o n 

w i t h any success, i f any time i t proposes to take any a c t i o n i t r e s u l t s i n an 

i n v e s t i g a t i o n by one house or the other of the Congress. I f the business of the 

United States S h i p p i n g Board i s going to be t r a n s a c t e d , i t w i l l have to he t r a n s ­

acted by those who are r e s p o n s i b l e f o r i t , r a t h e r than through i n v e s t i g a t i o n s 

of those who have no r e s p o n s i b i l i t y i n r e l a t i o n t o i t . 

I haven't any time s e t a t present f o r going t o Northampton or any c e r t a i n t y 

about going t h e r e . The h e a l t h of Mrs. Coolidge's mother i s such that we may he 

c a l l e d there at any time. 

I don't r e c a l l any p a r t i c u l a r d i s c u s s i o n that was had a t the br e a k f a s t 

t h a t I gave a t the White House t h i s morning. A b r e a k f a s t o f t h a t k i n d , o f course, 
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i s a p r i v a t e matter, so much so t h a t I t h i n k a news r e p o r t e r ought to take w i t h 

a great d e a l o f h e s i t a t i o n the r e p o r t o f any one so l a c k i n g i n d i s c r e t i o n t h a t 

he would undertake t o make any statement about what took p l a c e . The only t h i n g 

t h a t I r e c a l l i s a d i s c u s s i o n I had w i t h Br. P i e r c e , my p a s t o r , who t o l d me of 

the success he was meeting w i t h moving p i c t u r e s t h a t he i s having at the church, 

t h a t i t was b r i n g i n g i n q u i t e a l a r g e number of people t h a t i t was very d e s i r a b l e 

to reach, and t h a t he was meeting with very p l e a s i n g success i n preaching. 

I do not contemplate any t r i p s to f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s a f t e r the 4 t h of March. 

I t h i n k I have been i n v i t e d to go to d i f f e r e n t f o r e i g n c o u n t r i e s . I don't know 

j u s t which ones. I t h i n k s e v e r a l South American c o u n t r i e s w i t h whose r e p r e s e n t a ­

t i v e s and c i t i z e n s I have happened to come i n contact have expressed to me a 

d e s i r e t o have me v i s i t t h e i r c o u n t r i e s . 

How t h a t I am t h i n k i n g of t h a t , I r e c a l l e s p e c i a l l y the d e l e g a t i o n t h a t was 

i n the other day from the Arg e n t i n e , a d e l e g a t i o n of 15 or 20 people, and the man 

who had charge of p r e s e n t i n g them to me expressed a very ardent d e s i r e t h a t I 

should v i s i t that country, and hoped I might come i n the immediate f u t u r e . But 

I have no plans f o r anything of that k i n d . I always t e l l people that I have so 

many places s t i l l to go to i n the United States that I don't know when those w i l l 

be so much exhausted t h a t I w i l l a r r i v e a t a time when I can v i s i t other c o u n t r i e s . 

There i s n ' t any f u r t h e r development about the D i s t r i c t Court judgeship. 

I t h i n k I have a l r e a d y s a i d t h a t I thought we had gone as f a r as we ought a t 

t h i s time r e l a t i v e to the retirement of F e d e r a l employees. 

The George Washington U n i v e r s i t y i s to have Mrs. Coolidge and me a t t h e i r Com-
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mencement on the 22nd. I t h i n k I s t a t e d at a pr e v i o u s conference t h a t they had of­

f e r e d t o g i v e me a degree and a l s o o f f e r e d to g i v e Mrs. Coolidge a degree, which 

hoth o f us are p l e a s e d to accept. 

Question: W i l l you d e l i v e r an address? 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, I am p r e p a r i n g a s h o r t address, which i s as near as I can 

get t o something t h a t i s a p p r o p r i a t e f o r Washington's h i r t h d a y and f o r d e l i v e r y 

before an e d u c a t i o n a l body. 
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I haven't made any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about the c r u i s e r b i l l . I have been 

having the Bureau of the Budget i n v e s t i g a t e the amount of money t h a t i t would be 

necessary to a p p r o p r i a t e under i t and they t h i n k t h a t the immediate a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

would be about $45,000,000 t o #50,000,000 to put i t i n t o o p e r a t i o n f o r the f i s c a l 

year t h a t ends June 30, 1929 and the coming f i s c a l year t h a t ends June 30, 1930. For 

this present f i s c a l y ear the amount would be v e r y s m a l l . The main a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

would be r e q u i r e d f o r the next f i s c a l year. 

I had hoped, as I t h i n k I have a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d , t h a t i t would be p o s s i b l e 

jfor the experts conference on r e p a r a t i o n s now s i t t i n g i n P a r i s to agree on some mem­

ber other than a c i t i z e n of the U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r t h e i r Chairman. I t d i d not seem 

possible f o r them t o do t h a t , so t h a t o f course I i n d i c a t e d t o Mr. Young t h a t he and 

Mr. Morgan were to use t h e i r d i s c r e t i o n about Mr. Young a c c e p t i n g the chairmanship. 

I understand he has done so. That seemed t o be necessary. I t wouldn't be o f any val u e 

just to permit c i t i z e n s of the U n i t e d S t a t e s t o go over there t o h e l p u n l e s s t h e i r h e l p 

is to be of such a nature as would be e f f e c t i v e . While I would have p r e f e r r e d t o have 

another person than a c i t i z e n of the U n i t e d S t a t e s Chairman, i t seemed to be best under 

the circumstances f o r Mr. Young t o s e r v e . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i v e to the agreement t h a t has been reached 

between the V a t i c a n and the I t a l i a n Government, other than what I have seen i n the 

headlines of the p r e s s . I don't understand t h a t i t i s a matter t h a t r e q u i r e s any a c t i o n 

of any k i n d on the p a r t of uur Government. 
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I expect to leave Washington on the a f t e r n o o n of the 4 t h o f March and s h a l l he 

eaded f o r Northampton. I don't know whether we can l e a v e e a r l y enough t o r e a c h N o r t h — 

Upton t h a t n i g h t * As I have e x p l a i n e d h e f o r e , the v e r y c r i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n o f Mrs. 

oodhue makes i t necessary f o r Mrs. Coolidge t o go to h e r bedside. 

I am h a v i n g r a t h e r more t r o u b l e i n g e t t i n g out o f the White House t h a n I had 

& g e t t i n g i n . T h e r e i s a v e r y l a r g e accumulation o f t h i n g s t h a t a P r e s i d e n t a c q u i r e s w h i l e 

ie i s i n the White House. Most of them are of no i n t r i n s i c v a l u e , o t h e r than the f a c t 

hat they have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e r e s i d e n c e o f the P r e s i d e n t i n the White House 

for some c o n s i d e r a b l e t i m e . I t makes me d e s i r e t o keep them. The p a c k i n g o f them up i s 

igood d e a l o f an o p e r a t i o n . I t h i n k we have a l r e a d y reached something l i k e over 150 

;oxes • 

You know Mrs. Coolidge and I are very much i n t e r e s t e d i n the C l a r k e S c h o o l , 

ibe was t h e r e f o r two years b e f o r e she was m a r r i e d . I am one of the t r u s t e e s and we 

me been a s s i s t i n g i n an e f f o r t t o r a i s e an endowment fund o f #2,000,000 f o r i t , t o 

(hich l i b e r a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s have a l r e a d y been made, and I t h i n k we s h a l l he s u c c e s s f u l 

In r e a c h i n g t h a t amount. I t occurs t o me t h a t the conference can h e l p a l i t t l e on t h a t 

If i t i s disposed to i n t h i s way. I have r e c e n t l y had a bookplate made which goes i n t o 

kch books as I have, and t h e r e are q u i t e a number of people t h a t c o l l e c t b o o k p l a t e s . 

[ have arranged w i t h the people t h a t make the bookplate t h a t they w i l l f u r n i s h one o f 

hem t o any one who wants to make a c o n t r i b u t i o n o f #5.00 to the C l a r k e S c h o o l , and such 

persons as have been approached on t h a t s u b j e c t , those t h a t have w r i t t e n i n f o r a book­

plate, have been very generous i n t h e i r response and have i n d i c a t e d a g r e a t s a t i s f a c t i o n 

in s e c u r i n g a bookplate i n t h a t way. 
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Q u e s t i o n : Do you know the amount t h a t i s s t i l l r e m a i n i n g t o he r a i s e d ? 

P r e s i d e n t : No. We have over #1,500,000. .I t h i n k the amount has now r e a c h e d 

between #1,500,000 and #1,600,000. 

No t h i n g f u r t h e r has developed r e l a t i v e to the D i s t r i c t C o u r t , D i s t r i c t o f 

Columbia. 

I t h i n k t h a t I s h a l l he ready to d e c i d e t he m a t t e r o f t h e c r u i s e r h i l l w i t h i n 

a day o r two. 

I haven't seen the Capper r e s o l u t i o n r e l a t i v e t o g i v i n g t he P r e s i d e n t a u-

i t h s r i t y t o put an embargo on the s a l e o f arms. Such comment as I have seen on i t i n d i -

I 

cates t h a t i t may go somewhat f a r t h e r t h an I would t h i n k i t was wis e t o go. The 

jPresident a l r e a d y has power to embargo arms and ammunition a g a i n s t the w e s t e r n hemi­

sphere when t h e r e a r e domestic d i s t u r b a n c e s w i t h i n any o f the n a t i o n s , and a g a i n s t any 

other c o u n t r y where we have e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l j u r i s d i c t i o n . We have t h a t i n C h i n a , f o r 

instance, and f o r m e r l y had i t i n Turkey, hut I t h i n k t h a t has been e l i m i n a t e d . I t h i n k 

that something o f t h a t n a t u r e might be h e l p f u l . I t would be extended, o f c o u r s e , t o 

include cases where t h e r e was not o n l y a domestic d i s t u r b a n c e , but where t h e r e was 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t . There has been a h i l l i n the Congress by which i t was proposed 

to enact a law a b s o l u t e l y p r o h i b i t i n g i n the f u t u r e any export o f arms and ammunition 

to any c o u n t r y or c o u n t r i e s t h a t were a t war. There a re some o b j e c t i o n s t o t h a t . The 

small e r n a t i o n s t h a t do not make arms and mu n i t i o n s would f e e l t h a t t h a t would he a 

handicap on them. I f they were a t war w i t h some ot h e r c o u n t r y , t h e y c o u l d n ' t s e c u r e 

arms and m u n i t i o n s , and the c o u n t r y t h a t manufactured arms and m u n i t i o n s c o u l d secure 

them. I would l o o k w i t h sympathy on a p r o p o s a l of t h a t k i n d as f a r as t h e p r i n c i p l e i s 
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jfolved, but I should want to have the d e t a i l s of i t c a r e f u l l y i n v e s t i g a t e d b e f o r e 

dicing any s p e c i f i c commitments i n r e l a t i o n to i t . 
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W i t h i n two o r t h r e e weeks I c o n f e r r e d w i t h some o f the Senators r e l a t i v e t o 

ifailroad c o n s o l i d a t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n . They thought a t t h a t time i t might be p o s s i b l e t o 

Secure the passage of a b i l l a t t h i s s e s s i o n , I do not t h i n k t h a t l a t e r developments 

lave been very encouraging, hut such l e g i s l a t i o n i s not i m p o s s i b l e , 

I have a telegram from Mayor N i c h o l s o f Boston u r g i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n of one 

j if the new c r u i s e r s a t the Navy l a r d a t Boston, I t h i n k every time there i s any n a v a l 

Construction work t o be done t h a t each o f the navy yards i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s sends 

liord to the Department and the P r e s i d e n t , and oftentimes t h e i r d e l e g a t i o n w a i t s on the 

Apartment, and urges t h a t the work be done i n t h e i r y a r d . A l l t h a t I can say t o any 

of those i s t h a t we w i l l t r y and have the work done where i t seems t o he most ad­

vantageous to the country and the Navy, and a l s o do a n y t h i n g we can to a s s i s t any 

l o c a l i t y . Navy y a r d s , you know, r e a l l y ought to he f o r the b e n e f i t of the Navy and 

the country. Yet, they are g e n e r a l l y considered to he f o r the b e n e f i t of the l o c a l i t y 

in which they are l o c a t e d . 

I had a c a l l from R e p r e s e n t a t i v e McLeod t h i s morning. He has been very much 

interested i n C o n g r e s s i o n a l reapportionment. He i s a v e r y e n t e r p r i s i n g R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

and I hope the press w i l l g i v e him a l l the c r e d i t and a l l the p u b l i c i t y t h a t i t can. 

I haven't had a r e p o r t y e t on the matter of making the Samoa I s l a n d s p a r t 

of the U n i t e d S t a t e s t e r r i t o r y . There have been suggestions o f t h a t nature from time 

to time, but I should want to have a v e r y c a r e f u l i n v e s t i g a t i o n made to see j u s t what 

is i n v o l v e d i n the p r o p o s a l before making a f i n a l d e c i s i o n on i t . 
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I am h a v i n g some i n v e s t i g a t i o n s made r e l a t i v e t o the i m m i g r a t i o n quotas 

ander the n a t i o n a l o r i g i n s measure. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t h a t were made a y e a r ago were 

not very s a t i s f a c t o r y and f o r t h a t r e a s o n the p r o v i s i o n s o f the law ought t o he 

.carefully c o n s i d e r e d . I doubt i f I s h a l l have s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n b e f o r e me on which 

to a c t b e f o r e the 4 t h of March, but the i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be a v a i l a b l e i n season f o r my 

successor to tak e such a c t i o n as he may wi s h . 

S t u d i e s a r e a l s o b e i n g made r e l a t i v e t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l a v i a t i o n . I n 1919 I 

p h i n k a t P a r i s , and I am o f the i m p r e s s i o n as a p a r t o f the t r e a t y o f V e r s a i l l e s , some 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e g u l a t i o n s were agreed t o . Some have thought t h a t i t would be w e l l j u s t 

to adopt t r e a t y p r o v i s i o n s l i k e those i n c l u d e d i n the V e r s a i l l e s t r e a t y . I had thought 

been 

ithat such a c t i o n would p r o b a b l y be wise and have/ a d v i s e d by t h e Department of Commerce 

that they f e e l t h a t f u r t h e r s t u d i e s s h o u l d be made o f t h a t q u e s t i o n b e f o r e f i n a l de-

Ic i s i o n , so t h a t I s h o u l d answer t h i s q u e s t i o n r e l a t i v e t o f l i g h t s over the Panama 

Zone as r e q u i r i n g f u r t h e r study b e f o r e f i n a l d e c i s i o n i s made about i t . A t the p r e s e n t 

not 

Slme i t has been our p o l i c y / t o permit f l i g h t s o f f o r e i g n a i r p l a n e s over the Canal Zone. 

I u n derstood from the conference t h a t I had y e s t e r d a y morning w i t h s e v e r a l 

members of the Senate and the House, i n c l u d i n g Senator H a l e , t h a t they d i d not w i s h 

for any money to s t a r t b u i l d i n g c r u i s e r s i n the p r e s e n t f i s c a l y e a r . I t r e a l l y makes 

l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e whether some c r u i s e r s are s t a r t e d i n Jur.e o f 1929 and some i n June o f 

1930, or whether some a r e s t a r t e d i n September o f 1929 and September o f 1930, I s e n t 

up an amount of a p p r o p r i a t i o n under the budget which I understood was s a t i s f a c t o r y t o 

Jthe Navy Dept. I t was i n accordance w i t h one of the p l a n s t h e y had worked out and sub-

i B i i t t e d t o the Bureau of the Budget and would b r i n g t h e n a v a l c o n s t r u c t i o n program f o r 

t h i s y e a r up t o about $50,000,000, next y e a r I t h i n k up t o about $90,000,000, and so on 
u n t i l the program i s f i n i s h e d . 01813 



I am h a v i n g the C i v i l S e r v i c e Commission put i n t o form the recommendations 

t h a t were made by t h e s p e c i a l committee of the Cab i n e t r e l a t i v e t o v e t e r a n ' s 

p r e f e r e n c e , so t h a t I t h i n k I may be a b l e t o i s s u e an o r d e r r e l a t i v e t o t h a t w i t h ­

i n a few days. 

I haven't made any arrangements about any o c c u p a t i o n a f t e r I get out of t h e 

P r e s i d e n t i a l o f f i c e . Q u i te a number o f people have suggested d i f f e r e n t l i n e s 

o f employment t h a t I might u n d e r t a k e . S e v e r a l have t a l k e d w i t h me about w r i t i n g ; 

s y n d i c a t e d a r t i c l e s . I have t o l d them a l l t h a t I wasn't i n a p o s i t i o n t o make 

any d e c i s i o n about i t a t t h e p r e s e n t t i m e . That o f course i s a ver y f i n e f i e l d , 

but I have a good d e a l o f h e s i t a n c y about b i n d i n g m y s e l f t o any r e g u l a r produc­

t i o n . I t may be t h a t when I le a v e o f f i c e I might w r i t e an a r t i c l e once i n a 

w h i l e about something t h a t came under my o b s e r v a t i o n w h i l e I was P r e s i d e n t about 

my e x p e r i e n c e i n l i f e , something o f t h a t n a t u r e , but I s h o u l d h e s i t a t e v e r y much 

t o b i n d m y s e l f t o p r o d u c i n g an a r t i c l e a t r e g u l a r and s p e c i f i e d t i m e s . I have 

been t h i n k i n g a l i t t l e more s e r i o u s l y , though, the l a s t few days about what I 

might p o s s i b l y do, but have a r r i v e d a t no d e c i s i o n . 

As F r i d a y i s a h o l i d a y , Washington's b i r t h d a y , I am not e x p e c t i n g t o have 

any Cabinet meeting, and, as I suppose the members o f the press c o n f e r e n c e w i l l 

be b u s i l y engaged i n o b s e r v i n g t he day, perhaps a t t e n d i n g d i f f e r e n t c e l e b r a t i o n s 

t h a t may be t a k i n g p l a c e , which t h e y would l i k e to r e p o r t , and as the departments 

w i l l be c l o s e d , u n l e s s the conference v e r y much wishes i t I have thought we w i l l 

d i s pense w i t h h a v i n g a pr e s s conference a l s o on F r i d a y a t 4:00 o ' c l o c k . 

I am se n d i n g up an e s t i m a t e o f $2,400,000 f o r an a d d i t i o n a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

f o r the use o f the T r e a s u r y Dept. and i t s p r o h i b i t i o n work. J i f t e r t a l k i n g w i t h 
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some members of the House and Senate i t seemed best to d e a l w i t h the s i t u a t i o n i n 

t h i s way. They wished to be c o n s i s t e n t up t h e r e i n r e l a t i o n to the p o s i t i o n t h e y 

had taken, but I was w i l l i n g to waive my c o n s i s t e n c y down here. While I thought 

t h a t we had sent up a l l the money t h a t c o u l d he advantageously expended, i f i t 

would r e l i e v e the s i t u a t i o n to send up a s m a l l a d d i t i o n a l a p p r o p r i a t i o n f o r some 

t h i n g s the Department t h i n k s they c o u l d use the money f o r I have been w i l l i n g t o 

take the judgment of the Department and the judgment of the Bureau o f the Budget 

and the judgment of the members o f the House and Senate i n making t h i s e s t i m a t e . 

Mr. Sanders: Some of the members of the press have req u e s t e d a group photo­

graph and I t h i n k a week from today would be a good day, i f i t i s n i c e , and I 

thought the press might want to know i t now. 

P r e s i d e n t : I f you w i l l make a due r e c o r d o f t h a t i n the news s t o r y and 

every one t h a t attends the conference w i l l have i t i n mind and come i n a week 

from today, I w i l l be a b l e to j o i n a l l o f you i n the south grounds f o r a p i c t u r e 

t h a t w i l l make a permanent memento o f the o c c a s i o n . Our press conferences have 

always gone e s p e c i a l l y w e l l , and I hppe they w i l l c o n t i n u e i n good form u n t i l 

two weeks from today on my account, and i n d e f i n i t e l y i n the f u t u r e on account o f 

my suc c e s s o r . 
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I have not made any agreement to write any a r t i c l e a f t e r I get out of the 

o f f i c e of President. 

As the time draws near f o r me to r e l i n q u i s h my o f f i c e , I am conscious of a 

f e e l i n g of regret at breaking up a great many very pleasant personal r e l a t i o n s , 

but of r e l i e f at being through with the r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s of the o f f i c e . I do 

not know that there i s one achievement of my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n that a f f o r d * me 

greater personal s a t i s f a c t i o n than another. 

I ha yen't any plan f o r any party f o r the White House s t a f f . The members 

of the Cabinet and t h e i r wives are d i n i n g w i t h Mrs. Coolidge and me Saturday 

evening. Mr. and Mrs. Hoover, Senator C u r t i s and Mrs. Gann are d i n i n g with us 

Sunday evening. I expect there w i l l be a Cabinet meeting Friday, as u s u a l . 

The C i v i l Service Commission are working on a d r a f t f o r an executive order 

r e l a t i v e to the preference that s h a l l be given i n C i v i l Service appointments to 

World War veterans and t h e i r widows. I expect that w i l l be ready some time t h i s 

week. 

I am expecting to leave immediately a f t e r the ceremonies at the C a p i t o l . 

I assume there w i l l be a luncheon at the White House between that time and the time 

that the parade s t a r t s , but that w i l l be out of my hands and I have no d e f i n i t e 

information about i t . There i s a reviewing stand i n f r o n t of the White House, 

and I n o t i c e a walk l a i d from the front of the White House to the reviewing stand, 

so I suppose that means that those who come down from the C a p i t o l w i l l f i r s t go 

to the White House, where I assume they w i l l have something to eat. 

I haven't made any f u r t h e r arrangements about what I may do a f t e r the 

4th of March. 
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We s t i l l have two or three dogs at the White House, hut I wouldn't 

advertise that because there are not enough dogs to go around f o r people that 

want them. Whether Mrs. Coolidge i s planning to take them home with her or not, 

I am not c e r t a i n . 

I expect that I s h a l l leave Washington on the Montreal express that 

runs through between Washington and Northampton. I t h i n k a f t e r the conference 

there i s to be a p i c t u r e i n the south grounds that w i l l make another memento of 

the agreeable r e l a t i o n s h i p I have had wi t h the members of the Conference. 
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Mr. Sanders advises me that the Encycolpedia Americana i s one of the con-

cerns that has suggested they might f u r n i s h me w i t h some employment. I understand 

i t i s a very reputable o r g a n i z a t i o n . I am t r y i n g to a s s i s t the press i n f u r n i s h i n g 

information. I am always very g l a d to give any p o s s i b l e a s s i s t a n c e to a l e g i t i m a t e 

business e n t e r p r i s e . I hope the press w i l l g i v e them a hand. 

I do not contemplate anything i n the nature of a f a r e w e l l address. That 

was done q u i t e w e l l by the f i r s t President o f the U n i t e d S t a t e s , and although i t i s 

p o s s i b l e that we know some things that General Washington didn't know, yet h i s 

Farewell Address i s so good,it discharges the requirements of a f a r e w e l l address so 

w e l l , that I don't f e e l there i s any n e c e s s i t y f o r preparing another one. 

Perhaps one of the most important accomplishments of my a d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

has been minding my own business. I have a puppy i n Kentucky t h a t i s being brought 

up, and I have sent K i n g Cole to Kentucky to v i s i t that dog. The white c o l l i e i s 

already disposed o f . The smaller dog, I t h i n k i t i s a Scotch S h e l t i e , w i l l be taken 

by the man that cares f o r our dogs here at the White House. And Mrs. Coolidge i n ­

s i s t s on keeping the chow h e r s e l f . I don't know that there are any d e t a i l s r e l a t i v e 

to my t r i p to Northampton. I am going up on the Montreal Express. I expect the 

car that I am on w i l l be set o f f there and we s h a l l not leave the car u n t i l 8;30 

or so Tuesday morning. Dr. Coupal w i l l go w i t h us. 

I don't t h i n k the Jones b i l l p r o v i d i n g more heavy p e n a l t i e s f o r v i o l a t i n g 

the Volstead a c t has reached me. I thought from some of the reports I had seen 

that perhaps the object of i t was being a l i t t l e misunderstood. I t h i n k the man 

that introduced the b i l l i n the House came i n to see me one time and t o l d me t h a t 

a great many of the v i o l a t o r s of the law were f o r e i g n e r s ; t h a t , as the law then 

stood i t wasn't p o s s i b l e to deport f o r v i o l a t i o n s of the Volstead law and t h e r e f o r e 
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he wanted to increase the maximum p e n a l t i e s . That doesn't increase the p e n a l t i e s 

though and I understand does not make i t necessary f o r the court to i n f l i c t any 

greater p e n a l t i e s than might he i n f l i c t e d now f o r v i o l a t i o n of the law, hut i t would 

give the immigration a u t h o r i t i e s the power to deport any v i o l a t o r s of the law, he-

cause under the new p r o v i s i o n s the v i o l a t i o n o f the law becomes a f e l o n y i n s t e a d o f 

a misdemeanor as i t i s at the present time. I t h i n k that i s a l l there i s to i t . 

I may be mistaken i n my comprehension of i t . The main object i s to make the v i o l a t o r s 

l i a b l e f o r such a penalty as makes i t a f e l o n y , so that they can be deported. 

I t h i n k the r e c o r d of the 70th Congress has been very good. There are some 

parliamentary d i f f i c u l t i e s at the end of the s e s s i o n that always a r i s e at the end 

of the short s e s s i o n . I t h i n k a l l of those problems of importance w i l l be s t r a i g h t e n e d 

out between now and noon on Monday. 

I am going to take the b i l l which increases the amount of the retirement pay 

of those i n the C i v i l S e r v i c e , look i t over when i t comes to me, and while I don't 

think i t i s i n harmony w i t h the recommendations of my message I recognize that Congress 

had the message before i t and i f they wish to do something d i f f e r e n t then what the 

message recommended why of course they have that power. The i r judgment on matters of 

that k i n d would of course have considerable i n f l u e n c e w i t h me i n determining what I 

ought to do. But I s h a l l have to look i t over and see whether t h e i r reasons appear t o 

be SLEXXKX sound. 

Nothing s p e c i a l took place at the Cabinet t h i s morning. I took occasion to 

thank the members f o r the s e r v i c e they had rendered to the country and to me, expressed 

my regret at severing my r e l a t i o n s w i t h them, which have been so pleasant and agreeable, 

and I t h i n k a paraphrase of that k i n d would be about a l l I could say to the members 

of the conference. Tou have been, I t h i n k , q u i t e s u c c e s s f u l i n i n t e r p r e t i n g the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n t o the country, I have known that I wasn't much of a success i n 

undertaking newspaper work, so I have l e f t the work of r e p o r t i n g the a f f a i r s of my ad-
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m i n i s t r a t i o n t o the experts of the press. Perhaps t h a t i s the reason t h a t the r e ­

ports have heen more s u c c e s s f u l than they would have heen i f I had undertaken mys e l f 

to d i r e c t them. I t has heen a pleasure t o have you come i n tw i c e a week and g i v e me 

an oppor t u n i t y to answer such queries as you wished to propound. I want to thank you 

again f o r your constant kindness and c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 1 hope you w i l l f i n d the years 

to come as pleasant to you as I have the years that are gone by pleasant t o me. 

01820 


