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Tuesday, July &, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

The surplus for the fisecal year of 398,000,000 was just about what we
had figured it would be. Sometimes some money comes in that hasn't been ex-
pected and sometimes there is some that has been expected and it doesn't
come until after the 30th of June. But the surplus was secured, of course,
by very careful management of expenditures and will enable us to retire
about 900,000,000 of the indebitedness for the fiscal year which would mean
a reduction in interest of some over $35,000,000. You can see how important
that is, if you recall that that is about the amount we expect to appropriate
yearly for the purpose of taking cere of the flood relief in the Mississippi
Valley.

I don't know that there is anything relative to my visit with Dr. Work
yesterday that he hasn't already given you. He is retiring from the
Cabinet znd hended me his resignation to take effect at its acceptance. 1
expect to accept it very soon. I haven't taken any definite action relative
to the appointment of his successor. The Department is very well manned with
agsistants and subordinates and can go along perfectly all right, if a short
time elapsed between Dr. Work's resignation and the appointment of his suc-
cesor,

I have no definite engagement to meet Mr. Hoover., I have no information
of any kind or description as to whether he is coming here. I should assume,
though, that if he was coming he would say something to me about it. I want
to thank the press correspondents here for their birthday congratudations., It
was very nice, I assure you, to receive them. I am having a wonderfully

pleasant time up here. I hope the correspondents are equally fortunate.
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Friday, July 6, 1928,

Report of the Newspuper Conference.

I am going to have the Friday conference hereafter at 10:30, so
that I will be able to get home to lunch,

Of course, I have given some thought to & successor to Dr. Vork,
but Laven't yet determined about any one.

I presume some recommendetions have come in relative to & successor
to Judge Smith of the Board of Customs Appeals, but I haven't any of them in
mind just now, When there is a vacancy of that kind it is quite reassonable
to suppose that different suggestions are made. I haven't had an opportunity
to take up the matter yet. There is no particular hurry about it.

I don't know of any petition coming here relative to clemency for
Malcolm Howard, a colored msn that has been sentenced to be executed in the
District of Columbie Monday. The petition would natursally go to the Dept. of
Justice.

Mr. Saenders: Necthing has come here, Mr. President.

Pregsident: I haven't made any final decision about going to
Cannon Falls, Mimnnesota, on the 29th of July. It is poasible that I may go
over there, but not to make any extended address if I go. I might speak
eight or 10 minutes, but quite naturally I caeme up here to get a little
regspite from the ordinary procedure of making speeches and so on, and I don't
want to start in on it.

Secretary Kellogg indicated that he vwou'!d come up here some time.

I don't know just when he is coming. No final arrangement has been made about

it.

0676



Tuesday, July 10, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

There sre quite a good many people in genersl under consideration for
Secretary of Interior end Secretary of vommerce, but nobody in particular.

I don't know just when 1 shall accepl Secretary Work's resignation. Secretary
lioover's resignation, which was given out the other dey, has been received and
will be accepted, Just whet date, I don't know yet.

I haven't definitely acceptec, as I said the other day, the invitation
to go to Cannon Falls on July 29th. I would like to go over to Minnesota
some time when I am here, and that seems to be an agreeable time and an inter-
esting occasion, so that I think I may go, but haven't finally decided, If
I do go, I shall go by train, so members of the pregs here that might want
to go with me will have accommodations of that kind.

I do not think thet at the present time I have any intimations from members
of the Cabinet or members of the House and the Senate that they will visit me
here, but of course there will be visits of that kind running through the sum-
mer.

tuestion: Vhen do you expect Gener:l Lord?

President: Well, I am not sure when he comes. I should think some time
around the first of August. he estimates come in from the Departments on
the 156th of July and they will have to be gone over by him, but I should sup-
pose it couldn't be earlier than the lst of August and it might run ont:he 15th.

I have commuted the sentence of Malcolm Howard, & colored men that
wes sentenced to be executed in the District of Columbia, to life imprisonment

in some penetentiary to be designated by the Attorney Genersl.
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2.
I am rether expecting to attend the opening of the Head of the Lakes
Bageball Tournament on July 26th., I have an invitation to go and participate
by throwing out the first ball,
Question; Where is it, Mr. President?

President: Here in Superior.
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Fridey, July 1%, 1928.

Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

I am expecting Roy Yest, the National Committeeman from Illinois,
and Secretary of the Hational Committee, an o0ld friend of mine who has stayed
at the White House at Washington, to come up and visit me. He may get in to-
morrow and will probably stay over night.

Guestion: Will Mrs. West be with him?

President: No, I don't think so.

Question: Until Monday, sir?

President: I say he will probably stay over night.,

I have a telegram from Secretary Kellogg stating that Germeny has
accepted the multilateral treaty without condition and France has notified him
thet they will send a note within a few days, probably Saturday, stating her
willingness to sigm & treaty, which is all very encoursging progress on thet
important proposal., He also states that Chile and Peru have both unconditionally
asccepted his suggestions to renew diplomatic relations, and that means that there
will be an exchange of Ministers.

I haven't formally accepted Secretary Work's resignation. He and I are
busy getting the appointment of the experts on the Boulder Dam, which are ap-
pointed by him subject to my epprovel. We went over the 1i -t when he was up here.
He has been comminicating with the members that were then selected, and I have a
wire from him this morning that they have accepted, so I suppose I will get
formal notice of his proposal to appoint them, to which I will give my consent and
approval,
| Mrs. Coolidge and I have spoken of & possible trip to the Yellowstone

' this summer, but nothing definite has been done about it.
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2.
My wife's mother's health, as you know, is very poor. She has not been cuite so
well for the last day or two. That, we elways have to consider in any guestion
of going away.

There isn't anything that can be said sbout recognizing the Nationalist
Government of China, We indicated I think from time to time thut we would be
glad to recognize & government of China that seemed to be & real government
with jurisdiction over the country and the usual powers to protect the lives and
property of our citizens there, and we are hopeful that such & condition mey soon
arise in China. That is as far as we can go about that at the present time.

I haven't had eny direct indieation from Secretary Jardine that he
might come here during the summer. He h:d planned to go to Alaska, where the
Agricultural Department hus some interests, and it is possible that on his way
out or back he may stop here. I haven't made any definite and final decision
about going to Cannon Falls on July 29th, other than I am expecting to go and
hope to. I don't know just when I shall accept the resignation of Secretary
Hoover or Secretary Work. Very soon, I expect.

I don't know of any plan of Seeretary Work to make another visit up
here.,

Some of the people conmected with the school here have made me &
present of a tackle box this morning and it is done up in purple and white,
which happens to be the Amherst College colors. i

Mr. Bayne was in to call on me. His father used to be the clergyman
in Hadley, Mass., and he lived there for some time. He is the publisher of the
News-Tribune. Mr. Murphy, who was in to call on me = day or two ago, also lived
in that part of Mass. I think he told me he was born in South Deerfield. He

lived in that region and was formerly connected with the Springfield Republican
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in its early days. I see they have two Massachusetts pictures on the wall here,

¥hittier and Holmes, so I feel quite at home out here.




Tuesdey, July 17, 19286.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I have had a very pleasant visit with Secretary and Mrs. Hoover.
The press was out there yesterday morning asnd after they came awsy we had
lunch and the Secretary and I went fishing for a short time in the afternoon.
He iz & more expert fisherman than I am. I can't tell just when I shall ac-
cept Mr. Hoover's resignation. I expect to do so very shortly. There are
some things in relation to his Department thit have to do with the Pacific
Coast that I want him to look into a little, so it will be some time after
he gets out there before I shall accept his resignation.

I am not going to make any extended address, as I have already
indicated, at Cannon Falls, and I don't know just when it will be ready to give
out - sometime early next week,

I have had quite a good many invitations to go to other places and a
committee is coming in this morning to invite me to some dedication of the
game refuge that we have established up and down the Mississippi for the wild
life of the Missiscippi River and a fish refuge. I suppose it is a good thing
to heve a fish refuge, but the fish with which I have been acquainted have
always been able to take pretty good care of themselves. But of course for
propegation purposes and the preservation of our wild life is why we are having
this geme refuge and I think it is a very desireble enterprise. Then I am in-
vited this morning to go down to Weussu at the State Meeting of the American
legion, which comes between the 10th znd 15th, as I recall it, of August.

I don't know whether I can get down there or not.
The members of the press have been out to the Lodge a couple of times

and I think now probably from their own observation they will be able to report
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2.
that the mosquitoes are not very deadly. Did any of you get bitten by mosquitoes
yesterday?
(No answer)

Then there must have been some error in the reports that have been sent
all over the United States that mosquitoes eat every one up, and it might be a
graceful thing if the press would report that as a result of personsl investigation
the mosquitoes have entirely diseppeared. That is an 0ld story thet alweys goes
the rounds when I go into the country., The newspaper men have nothing to write
about for the first two or three days, so they ulaborate on the mosguito stories.
I don't care anything about it perticularly, but when people have been kind enough
to put at my disposal a very beautifu. end enjoyable place, as I have had the
advantage of having for the past two or three years, to have reports sent all
over the country that it is a very oad place and uncomfortable for any one to
live in, it can hardly be very pleasing to the people that own the place, and if
the press cculd report that which is the fact, that the mosguitoes have entirely
diseppeared and that the place is very beautiful and very enjoyable, I think it
would be & courtesy that perhaps is due to the owners of the property.

Mr, Sznders hes suggested to me that while I have been & cendidate for
office in a great many previous campaigns for a good many years, with the exception
of the fall of 1908, and have been constantly elected to something, that this time
the only thing I was a candidetefor was retirement and apperently I em going to
be successful in that, Thet seems to cover the reguirements of the morning.

Oh, I got 2 wire from Secretary Kelloge that he is in such almost daily
commnication with other countries relative to his xetex treaties that it will

probably be impossible for him to come up here in the near future. Secretary
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wilbur is expected to come and it is possible that Secretary Jardine may stop
here on his way west. He is coming out this way about the 29th of July and ex-
pects to lend in Minneapolis on thet dey, and I am suggesting to him that pos-
sibly he may join my train that day at the same time we are going through St.
Paul end Minnespolis to reech Cannon rFalls.

The sttoruey General expects to come some time during the summer, but
I am not sure Jjust when.

Question: Have we authority to quote your remark about lMr. Hoover's
being a more expert fisherman?

President: No, - no.
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Friday, July 20, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I had learned from Secretary Kellogz thet various governments inter-
ested in the proposed treaties were considering meeting in Europe, so that they
might all be signed at the same time. I think the suggestion has been made that
such a conference would be held in Paris. The State Department has that pro-
posal under consideration, but while it locks on it with fevor hasn't come to any
definite conclusion.

I em not familiar with all the details of it, but so far as I am in-
formed I am ineclined to think that such a conference might be very helpful in
giving it a setting and emphasizing the importance of the proposed treaties.

Question: Has any one suggested holding it in Washington?

President: I think not. It is so much sasizr for ons man to go to
Paris than it is for all the countries concerned to come over here that I think it
is more probable that if such a conference is held it will be held in Paris,
rather then in this country.

I think the appointment of the Boulder Dam experts has already be=n given
to the press. Has it Mr. Sanders?

Mr. S mnders: I think so. It has probably been given out in Washington,
not here.

President: Yes. Secretary Work made the sppointments, which I confirmed
& few days ago, and I em sure that their names were published at that time, and
it is my understanding that they will begin their work right away.

I haven't received any particul:r details from the Shipping Board relstive
to the operation of the now shippinz bill, though before I left Washington they
told me that under its terms it was expected that there will be a much better

markst for the sale of ships that are owned by the Government and much more in-
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| gentive for private enterprise to go into the shipping business.
' I am appointing Roy O. West of Chicsgo to be the Secretary of the Interior
in place of Secretary Worl, who has resigned, as the press knows.
I have received a very interesting invitation this morningz to attend a
log rolling contest. It was brought to me in a log, enclosed in the bark of a log,

on paper made of a log, rolled up around a log.
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Tuesday, July 24, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

The situation in Nicaragua seems to be progressing very satisfactorily.
The operations of Sandino spperently heve entirely ceassed and the different bands
of bandits have pretty much surrendered. It is reported, as I understend it,
that Sendino has left Niearagua. There is no absolute certainty of that, but that

is my information. There is no active or armed opposition to what the country is

trying to do, so far as we know at the present time.

I haven't very much information about China. That which I have is favor-
eble. There is no interference so far with our nationals and order is very well
preserved over there.

I had a letter from Senator Curtis saying that he would like to come u P
here very much, but he wes so busy with political matters that he doubted if he
would be able to get away to come.

The visit of Mr. Cochrane is without any particular significance., He
hasn't been very well for about e yesar I think. At the time we were in the Yellow-
stone last year he went West. His visit here is of the same nature, mainly social.

Considerable consideration has been given to a successor to Mr. Olds,
Undersecretary of State. It is not probsble that a career man will be used for
that purpose. It is my impression that that would sort of take him out of his
career and leave him somewh+t stranded. What is needed thers is a person well
versed in international law, a somewhat different type of man than a career mem.

I want to go out on the Lake some time. I have no special plans about it.
I am not particularly interested in lake fishing. I fish, as I explained before,
because it gives me some reason to be in the open air. I like to cateh a fish once
in a while, often enough to keep my interest up. But it is a matter of recrsation

rather than of getting fish.
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I think it is very improbable that I shall go to LaCrosse to dedicate the
wild life refuge. I have done what I could to promote that legislation in Washington,
@mihave been successful in it, and will let somebody elss celebrate the dedication.

I am acceptine Dr. Work's resiznation this morning with a commnication

#hileill be given to the press, to teke effect on the qualification of his successor.
. West is leaving today I think for Weshington and will reach there tomorrow morn=-

?ng to take up the duties of the office.
i I had an invitation to go to the circus at Ashlend. That is quite a dis-
ance from here, about the seme distance from Cedar Island as Superior is. You can
eep in touch with Mr. Sanders sbout thet to see that appropriste arranzements are
de for the entertainment of the press, if I go out there.

uestion: What day would that likely be?

President: Sometime in August, I think about the second. I had a wire about

It this morning. Perhaps Mrs. Coolidge will go, if I don't.
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Friday, July 27, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I don't know just what the State Department is planning as to a recog-
nition of the Chinese Nationalist Government. Those details are in their hands
and they haven't sent me any information about it. I suppose that meking the
treaty with & government usually, if not necessarily, constitutes a recognition of
that government. It might not, but generelly does.

There isn't anything new that I csn say sbout Mr. Hoover's stgy in the
Cabinet. It is likely to be terminated =lmost any time.

I don't know just what the »slans of the State Department are, < fer, as
to the early conclusion of the peace treaties. I haven't any idea whetler t here
will be any opoosition to the treaties in the Senate. There is usually some
opposition there to everything, but I understood that the responsible leadership
of both parties in the Senate had been participeting in these treaty ma tters and
that the action of the State Department had their approval.

I haven't any speech making program for the rest of my administration.
The President is called on to speak at casual occasions, such as I am doing up
here - the little address I am making at Cannon Falls. If I go down to Wausau
I shall probably make a short speech there. Things of that kind coastantly come
up. The occasion at Wausau is the State Convention of the Wisconsin Legion.

Question: Do you reca.l the date?

President: That is the 13th, isn't it, Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: I think it is.

President: About that time. Occasions of that kind ere constantly
arising, so that the general plan of the President is to avoid msking speeches,

rather than to lay cut a plan for the purpose of meking them. What I mean by

01689




2.

that is that the Pressure on the President to make speeches is so great that he
doesn't have to lay out any plan to mske speeches. He has to make those that se=m
necessary as the occasion arises.

Any trip to the Yellowstone Park is very irprobable. Since I commented
on it at the press conference the other day I have looked up and find we are only
about helf way up there. t would take a trip of =zbout 36 hcurs to reach there.
It wo 1d be a rather lonz and tiresome tr‘ip and while the park is an exceedingly
interesting place and is a location I should be delighted to visit as often as I could,

having been there last year I doubt if it would be possible for me to receive a visit

there this year.
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Tuesday, July 31, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I didn't talk with Secretery Jardine very much about agricultural con=-
dit.ions, other than the crop prospects which he reported were very od. I didn't
go into details with him about that.

I haven't had a chance to talk with Governor Gilmore very much. As far
as I have talked with him he indicated that conditions in the Philippine Islands
were very promising. The sentiment there seems to be good. The relationship
between the officials of our Government and the officials of the Islands are ex-
ceedingly harmonious and there is every indication of & desire for full cooperation.

My son John has no plan to go to any military treining camp for this sum-
mer. He is expecting to stay here for some little time and will then try to find
some place to go to work.

I should think it would be very doubtful if it would be possible to take
up at a short session of the Congress anything in the way of tariff revision, un-
less something could be agreed upon in advance by the responsible elements of both
parties. That of course would be impossible during the conduct of a Presidential
campaign. It might be possible after the campaign is over, but would not be very
probeble. The opening up of the tariff opens up the entire law and all its
schedules, and tariff revision is a very long process, usually a good many months.

I don't know of any engagement for Mr. Ford to visit me here. I think
he hes a yacht on the Lakes and it may be possible that he would be eruising around
in this section, or he may be taking sn eautomobile trip. He was taking one several
years ago and during that trip made a call on me at Plymouth, Vt.

I have had an invitation from the Isle Royale Expedition to visit that

Islsnd. Such sn invitation has a good many attractions, but I don't know how far
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avay it is and whether it would be possible to go there. I should consider it
very doubtful.

I haven't had any word from General Lord. You haven't heard anything
frem him have you Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: No.

President: As I before indicated, I should expect he micht be up here
around the middle of August.

I haven't sny plan for any particular activity during the campaign.
I have been active during the intsrval that has accrued between the 2nd day of
Agust, 1923, to the present time undertakingz to so conduct the affeirs of the
Government that the record made by my party might commend itself to the voters of
the nation. I am continuing in that hope end the conduet of the office at the
present time.

I =m expecting to go down to the Stete Convention of the Wisconsin
American Legion at Weusau probably on the 13th of Auzust.

Mr. Sanders: I think it is more likely on the 15th.

President: Yes.

Mr. Sanders: It runs three days. I think ths 15th is the more likely.

Prosident: It will be some day sbout that time. We shall probably
leave hers the night before by train asnd I shell deliver a short asddress end re-

turn that afternoon. The trip down there takes about 8 hours.
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Friday, August 3, 1928.
Report of the Newspaper Conference.

THE PRESIDENT:

T am glad that the French and British have made an sgreement
relative to the limitation of auxiliary warships, if that is true. I
have no information concerning the terms of the sgreement, so I could
not express any opinion as to Qhether it would interest us in any way
or not.

I have only incomplete advices from Postmaster General New con-
cerning the financial situation of his Department. Congress overruled
& veto of mine -~ two vetoes -- that considerably increased the expenses
of that Tepartment, and I should presume it is very protable that the
result of that action by the Congress might make it necessary to in-
crease postal rates, but whether that is going to be necessary or not
I do not know. I think the law is mandatory on the Postmaster General
requiring him to fix rates as near as he can on certain classes of mail
which will bring sufficient income to pay for the cost of the maintenance
of that particular branch of the service.

I think T would prefer to let other people comment on the outstanding
achievements of my Administration rather than try to comment on it myself.

Most of you who have been in the service of the press during the entire
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time that I have been President ~- some of you in Washington —- you know
what the record of my Administration is perhaps more intimately than I
do myself.

I have thought of trying to go to the Apostle Tslands but I do
not know whether I can meke that trip or not. It is quite doubtful.

As I have said a great many times before, my position relative to
farm legislation has been set out in all of my messages to Congress and
in several of my speeches and in one or two statements given to the
press.

Is there anything else ‘this morning, Mr. Sanders, that might

be of interest to the conference?
MR. SANDERS: I do not know of anything, Mr. President.

THE PRESIDENT: I had a very delightful trip yesterday. I was
much interested to see the begimmings of so much of the iron and steel
industry of the United States. I suppose that that represents some of
the most successful scientific mining operations that there are in the
world. I was particularly impressed with what one of the officials told
me about the development of the steam—shovel that hass come about through
the experience that they have there. That is the headquarters for
all of the improvements in the use of the steamshovel in the world. Any

manufacturer that wants to get any points on the development and improve-
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ment of the steamshovel goes to these mines to work out his ideas.
When they began there the steamshovel was rather in a crude condi-
tion. It has been developed into an instrument of great precision
and great efficiency and of perfectly enormous capacity."

I think that is everything this morning.

The President called the newspepermen back and told them that
General Lord would leave Washington Saturday evening and spend Mon-

day here, returning Monday evening.
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Tuesday, August 7, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I =m expecting to go over to Duluth some day. I think they are
planninz a sort of a drive for me around there. I don't know just when I
shall go. I have been so busy out at the Lodre catching fish - there are
45,000 out there - I haven't caught them all yet, but I have them all pretty
well intimidated. They have had to restock one lake.

I haven't any definite informetion or figures relative to the
treasury receipts for the present fiscal year, which began July lst and ends
at midnight on June 30th next. Of course, the tax reduction will meks some
differsnce. We zet about $600,000,000 from the tariff. That of course is
not changed at all and depends of course on the dutiable goods thuat are im-
ported.

Qusstion: Ordinarily in tax reduction it has usually resulted in
inereaging revenues, and this time with & reduction in corporation taxes, I
wonder if that will bring up thes revenues.

President: Well, no. That wouldn't have that effect on the cor-
poration tax at @ll. Corporation income will undoubtedly be the same, except
for an indirect effect. Now, the indirect effect comes from a stimulation of
business, takin: the burdens off of them. There is another tax reduction
that usuelly brings up the revenue, and that is the one in relation to capital
incresses. That is, persons buy land or they buy securities and hold them.
When the tax is very high they don't sell on account of the feeling that if
they sell they heve got to give so much to the Government that they had better
hold it. And when taxes were reduced on that item of income it resulted in a

considerable increase, because then people thouzht the smount the Government was
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going to take from them was more fair and they made the sales and closed up
their transactions. Undoubtedly, there was some waiting last winter and
spring to see whether there might be some reductions in items of that kind.
I think there were none and knowing that there would be no more in the irmediate
future those transsctions will usuelly now take place and profits will accrue
which will be taxable. But in general the income of the Government depends
to quite an extent on the profits that are made in the transaction of all
the business of the country, salaries, agriculture and commerce. Business is
running very well and th-t would indicate a2n expectation of a feir return to
the treasury, but, as I say, I have no figures, and nobody knows what expend-
itures the next session of the Congress will esuthorize. It goes without seying
that I shall nct approve bills calling for expenditures that are in excess of
the income of the Government. Sometimes Congress spproves bills that I have
vetoed.

I haven't done =nything further relative to Mr. Hoover's resignatione.
I have made no decision as to his successor,

I have no reports relative to the political prospects, other than
those which are already public.

I don't know of any appointments that I now have for members of the
Cebinet snd Government officiels to come here, but there undoubtedly will be
several before I leave.

X em plenning a trip to Wsusau; that is on the 15th, Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: Yes, sir.

President: And I spoke of going to Duluth. I would like to go cut

to the Apostle Isl:=nds some time, but it is rather unhandy to go out there.
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Friday, August 10, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't any information from the State Department about any other
countries adhering to the peace tresties, except the expression and the hope that
others will adhere.

I don't xnow just what date I- am going to visit Duluth. Arrangements are
being made by the office here and the secret service men and the same =~bout the
trip to the Apostle Islends. That is being looked up to see whether it is feasible.
I do not expect to go to the log rolling contest at Washburn.

I think that the court has appointed a U. S. Marshdll for the western
district of Wisconsin and that being so I don't expect tc teke any action in relation
to it until the Senate is in eession, so that they cen meke a confirmation.

I don't know about the items included in the general sums for the budget
estimates for 1930. There will be so much allocated to the lezislative department,
so much to the different departments, and how the departments are planning to spend
the sums allocated I do not know. This preliminary estimate will be sent back to
the departments. I have allocated so much tc them and then they take the amounts
and undertake to frame their bill seying that they are going to spend so much for
each activity pretty much as they desire.

It is too soon to say what could be done as the result of the peace
treaties relative to our national defense. It would be better to wait and see
whether the peace treaties are signed and ratified by the Senate before we begin
to discuss hypothetical conditicns that msy arise as the result of their adoption.
This of course is to be kept in mind -- that these treatiss that are being made are
treaties in which they agree not to attack eech other and have very littls to do

with national defense, so that so far as our country is concerned the peace treaties
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wauld have lit:le effect on the Army and the Navy, because our Army and Navy are
mainteined entirsly for defensive purposes and not with the idea of attacking
anybody .

| I don't know of any important visitors that are likely to come in the near
future. I have hed some interesting visitors this morning, but I assume the press
seaw all those that came in, there is a list of them there, especially the Committee
of Congress which was here, and Rep. Frear of this State came up with a delegation
of the Bar Association of Pierce and St. Croix counties. Mr. Frear was very helpful
tome last spring on the flood control bill.

I haven't received any additional information concerning a proposed naval
limitetion between Great Britain and France that would enable me to add anything
to the cooment I made the other day, which was to the effect th at I was pleased
to know that Frence and Great Britain were atle to agree on a limitation and I
do not now whether it would be of eny particular interest to us.

I don't know the purpose that the British had in submitting the proposed
peace treaty to the League of Nations. Perhaps it was with a view of interesting
the different zovernments that are signatories of the covenant of the Leazue of
Naticns to join in this treaty. Not knowing what the purpose was, it is not pos=-
sitle for me to comment on it. There is & provision in the league covenant that
requires all treaties that members of the League make to be filed at the Secretariat
of the League, but I think it does not apply to the treaty until it has been made.
And there ere certain limitations I should say in the covenant of the League con-
cerning the kind of treaties that can be made. Perhaps this was submitted with
the idea of finding out whether the League had any objection to the members of the
League, certain members, entering into a treaty of this kind. I can't conceive of

gny objection that could be raised. The claim of the League has besen that it is an
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Se
jnstrument of peace, thouch some opponents of the League have not always viewed it
in that light. I should suppose the members of the Leazue, whether it was proposed
to include them in this treaty or not, would be delighted to see the great powers

joining in a treaty of the kind that is proposed.
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Tuesday, Augzust 14, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

The Mississippi Flood Board report has bsen approved by me just as far
a3 I can approve it at the present time. There are two copies of it here and it
is rather long. It is so long that it would not be printed in its entirety by
the press anyway, I imagine, and so long that it is hardly feasible for my office
steff to meke copies for the press, but the two copies can be open to the members
of the press thet desire to see them. Ths report is unanimous end it recommends
the use of floodways and spillways. It doesn't differ very mterially fram the
plan that was filed by the Board of Engineers and made a public document.

Question: Could you say how high they are going to make the lsvess?

The original Jadwin plan was about 3 ft.

President: Yes, I think that is the case. The differences are not great
between the Mississippi River Commission and the Engineers' plan and there was not
any great difficulty in harmonizing the two, but in general it uses the plan of the
Soard of Engineers. The Mississippi River Commission provided for some control
spill ways, which have not been adopted snd which would be very expensive.

I have just prepared a tslegram to be sent to Seeretary Hoover regarding
his speech and its acceptance by the country, which will be given to the press.

I think the trip to the Apostle Islands is very feasible. We can get there
from the Lodge in two hours and one-half or so. It is a little longer from here
and I should expeet to make that trip some time in the near future. I haven't given
muich thoucht to attending the Tri-State Fair in Superior. Perhaps I can go.

I don't remember receiving any commnication fram the State Department re-
garding the situstion in China recently, which contained anything further then what
is already in the press.

I do not know when I shsall return to Washington.
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I haven't received any further information, as I recall, about the situation
ip Nicaragua which would indicate that everything is proceeding as harmoniously es
could be expected there. \hen I begin to get reports on metters it usually means
that there is some question up for my decision. Vhen I do not get reports it means
serything is going all right.

Question: Will that Apostle Islands trip be a day or night trip?

President: It is only a little over two hours to go and two hours to come.
Day.

Question: Where to you leave from?

President: From Beyfield. When I go, if the press wishes to go too,

you will get from the office here the time when you will need to reach Bayfield.
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Fridey, August 17, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I heve no additional information as to the Anglo-French sgreement about
limitation of naval armements. I understand it is more in the nature of a proposal
then an egreement. I am not ccntemplating at present taking sny further steps
apout the limitation of armements. There is s preliminary conference going on that
hes been going on for some years, which we have been attending. There isn't any-
thing outside of that that I know of which is contempleted at the present time with
a view to securing further limitetions.

There is nothing new in the Department of the Navy. The werk of the
Department is proceeding very satisfactorilly. I don't know whether eny defini-
tion of the Monroe Doctrine is within the scope of the League of Nations. e
would have to examlne the covenant of the League to find out whether it is. As
we are not a party to it, eny definition that might be arrived at would not be
binding on us.

I em having some flowers sent to Admirsl and Mrs. Eberle, former Chief
of Nevel Operations, who is retiring todey under the age limit.

I think some requests have come in, as they always do from private
sources, relative to the threatened strike of trainmen and conductors on western
roads, but looking after thet matter is in the hands of our Boerd of Medistion and
I an leaving them to keep in touch with the situation and keep me informed if they
consider any action on my part to be necessary.

I don't know about the extent of the flood in Georgis and the Carolinas.
So far es I know, they are not anything but +hst cen be taken cere of by the 1ocal.
govermments end such assistance »s the Red Cross always extends in cases of that

kind.
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I haven't given much thought to recommendations to be mede to the next
fongress. My position in relation to Muscle Shoals and Boulder Dam has been set
ot in variocus messages, The new element that mighﬁ cane in in relation to Boulder
Dem would be the report of the Comuission that Congress has estsblished. I should
of course take into consideration any report and recamendstions that they might
nzke, Whether I should adopt it or not, I don't know. I should certainly give it
very careful consideraticn.

The seme would be quite true about the publiec utilities, and especially
the power concerns. There is an investigation of tieir activities being made by the
Federal Trade Commission under the direction of the Senate, wnd I shouldn't want to
come to any conclusion about that until I find out what the conclusions and the
recamendations of the Federal Trade Commission may be. OF course, those concerns
are, 30 far as I know, entirely state concerns. The only place that the Federal
bovernment touches them is in the granting of permits for biilding dems on navigable
streams. I imsgine that most problems that arise in relation tc these utilities are
problems that would be solved by state legislation, rather than Federal legislation,
beceuse they do a very small interstate business. So that would not be considered
s interstate commerce.

I am appointing Reuben Clark of Utsh the Undersecrstary of State. He is a
men thet has been in the service of the United States off and on and he is taking
the place of Mr. Olds who retired a few weeks ago. Mr. Clsrk is one of the leading
international lawyers of the country.

‘uestion: Has the commission been sizned?

President: No, but I think his commission is on the way up here. I have
dstermined to appoint him, so I thought I would give it out.

I huve seen very little of tho press, so that I haven't any better idea
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{sen the members of the conference concerning the reception of the speech I made at
fauseu. So far as I have seen, it has been favorable. The members of the mwress have
[ the same access to information of that kind that I have. I prefer to have them make
up their own opinion about it.

I have received a letter from Governor Dillon, of New Mexico, brought up
by Master Boyd Jones, who made the entire trip on horseback from New Mexico up here,
inviting me to be present at the intertribal Indisn ceremonies at Gallup, New Mexico,
sgust 29th to 3lst. I don't' expect to be able to attend.

I have received here a letter of greeting fram the Postmasters Convention
| of the State of \isconsin. You may like to look at that.

Question: Does Admiral Hughes leave today.

President: Yes, he is returning on the afternoon train.

uestion: Going back to Washington.

President: Hes, he is going back to Washington.

I have received from Cottenmham, Enzland, a specially bound copy of the
Bible and a photostatic copy of some of the records of the baptisms of that church.
It sets out that in 1604 John Coolidge, the son of William Coolidge, was baptized.

Question: That is cne of your direet ancestors?

President: Yes. Some day in September. I can't resd that date. He wes
the originel ancestor of all the Coolidzes in this country that I have come in con-
taet with.

Question: What is the origin of the presentation? Was it a society or
something?

President: No, the rector. I imagine it is the church of England. They
fre having a restoration thanksgiving service on the 18th of September, which is the

324th anniversary of the baptism of my ancestor. So he wes baptized on the 16th of
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Friday, Auzust 24, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

The Secretary of War, as the press knows, was sent to represent our
government at Hawaii, and 1:1.131; leaves General Summerall as the directing force of
the War Department - though of course we have an Assistant Secretary - but General
Sumerell is the directing forece =nd so I have had the Chief of Navzl Operations,
Admiral Hughes, up to visit me and talk of naval affairs and I am asking General
Summerall to come up. He will be here tomorrow to telk with me about the Army
situetions There isn't anything special I expect to discuss with him, except the
generel situation in relation to the Army.

I haven't set any time to return to Washington. Of course, I would not
go to New England and then come back here. If I go to Vermont, it will be some
time after I return to Washington. I do not know that John has made any final
decision about the work he will entsr on.

I heven't eny further expectation of meking any address &t the Tri-State
Fair.in Superior. I may attend there. I expect to. I hope to some afternoon.on
some day that will be determined on later.

I am expecting that Hugene Meyer will cell on me when he is up in this
region. When is it that he is coming, about the 1lst of September, Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Senders: Well, about the lst of September. He is cominz through
here in connection with his duties. That reminds me thet I had a very interesting
report this morning from Mr. C. E. Danielson, President of the Greater North
Dekota Association, and Mr., Milloy, the Secretary of that Ascociation, in re-
lation to the situation in North Dakota. They ars hsving one of the largest
erops in the history of the State and he tells me that diversification has pro-

ceeded there very rapidly under the inspiration of the cooperation that I had set
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up I think in 1924 or 1925 for the purpose of making loans to provide capital for
diversification such as cows, hog:sx and sheep. That is administered to quite an
extent by Mr. Jaffrey, President of the Soco Line. Some of their Vice Presidents
were in this morning and I was speaking to them of that and they said they woudd
put 25,000 sheep next fall in South Dakota. They have already a great deal of
livestock in there. But to get back to my story about Mr. Danielson he said that
they would sell in the last year and this year about 2,000,000 acres of land at an
averaze price of sbout $31 an acre, which of course goes a very lonz ways towards
cleaning up their marketable land, or rather land that wss on the market.

As the press knows, I am meking a little trip down to Lewis, Wisconsin,
to visit Mr. Lewis. I shall return tomorrow. I don't Xnow whether any of the
press is going down or not. Are they Mr. Senders?

Mr. Sanders: Yes, arrangements have been made for some of the peess to
20

I had a very pleasant visit on the Apostle Islands the other day. It was
& very Interesting place to visit. I don't know as I have ever commented cn the
remarkable reception thet was given us during our visit to Wausau when I went down
to attend the State Convention of the Wisconsin American Region. Their arrangesments
were also very fine snd I never went to a place where the arrangements were so
perfect for the reception of the President and the carrying ocut of the plans for the
day. My only regret I had down there was that I didn't have encuzh time to stay
longer and to have visited some interesting points around Weusasu. I should like
to have gone over to Stevens Point, which is the headquarters for making flies for
fishing, and they have in their immediate vicinity a very celebrated fox farm that

I should like to have ssen.

I had an invitation this morning to visit the State Convention of the
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uestion: "here is it to be held?
President: It is somewhere this side of Chicago. Do you recall Mr. Sanders?

Sanders: I don't know, Mr. President.

President: It seems as thou sh it was Waukegen.




Tuesday, Auzust 28, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I saw a headline in regard to what General Lord had said about the
prospects of the Government finemces showing a deficit of $94,000,000 for the
current fiscal year. That has very little to do with the pressnt budget.
That result will come about from the budget that was passed last session.
What I shell have to do when I get to Washington is to call in the heads
of the departments and see what we can do to cut down our expenses for the
rest of the year.

Question: That will be for running between now and next June?

President: Yes, the 30th day of next June. Thet is our current
fiscal year. Of course it wculd have this effect on the current estirates,
that there is going to be a deficit unless we cut down bur expenses for this
year,and it means that the estinates for the next fiscsl year, which will
begin the lst of July, 1929, would have to be very carefully mede in order
to avoid a deficit for the fiscal year which clcses the 30th of June, 1930.
But this fiscal year has to do with the expenses that are to be incurred
under the budget which was paésed last winter.

I haven't much information about other countries adhering to the
peace treaties. I did receive word from Mr. Kellogg that some countries
had, through their representatives at Washington, expressed to him the ex~
pectation that they would adhere. I think those are some of the South
American countries.

The fishing season closes in the public waters the 31st of August.
It doesn't close in the lakes that are private reserves ocut at the Lodge,
so the conference will have to keep on thinking up fish stories.

Question: That will teke you of{ the Brule River itself?
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President: Yes.

Question: We didn't have a chance to ask you to tell us about that
prize fish you caught yesterday.

President: There is nothing special to tell about it. It was a
rainbow trout that weighed 4% pounds. The largest fish I caught out there.

Question: Did it require much effort in the landing, Mr. President?

President: Yes, a fish of that kind plays in the water longer, but
the landing of the fish depends on how well he is hooked. If you have a big
fish that is well hoocked, it isn't as difficult to land as a small fish that
isn't so well hooked.

I don't remember having accepted the Tri-State Fair invitation.

You can talk with Mr. Sanders about that.

Mrs. Goodhue's condition remesins about the same. The hot weather
they have been having has been somewhat trying for her. The last few days
she doesn't appear to be quite so strong.

I don't know just when I shall gzo back to Washington. I think some
time about the middle of the month. I should judge that it would not be
earlier than the 10th and not later than the 20th. Some time between those
dates.

There was nothing specizl in the revorts I got from Genersl Summereall,
He thought the Army was in good condition. The enlistments are very satis-
factory and the summer cairps have been especially zoocd. The maneuvers for the
season had worked out very well. The building up of the air service is going
on very satisfactorily. He wents to steengthen thet a little at Panama, which
is part of the progrem that is being worked out in the five ysar program pro-

vided for in the winter of 1926.
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Friday, August 31, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Confersnce.

I haven't decided when I shall go back to Washington - sometime, as
I have indicated, between the 10th and 20th.

Question: Did you notiece the temperature has been in the 90's, 94,
the past few days?

President: No, I didn't notice that.

estion: I don't want to go to a hospital like some have.

President: Well, I think you are well cooled off up here end you can
get along very well for a week or two. You ought to have sufficient energy
stored up here on your vacation in this comfortable climate, so thst two weeks
of hot weather wont put you in the hospital.

John hasn't any position that I know of.

I don't know of any engagement to speak that I have in the near future.
I guess I have got plenty of invitations snd some of them under consideration.

I haven't made any definite arrangements ebout any.

While I suppose thet I can't fish in the river, fishing is open to me
in the Lakes at Cedar Island, so I don't think I will have to invade any of the
neighboring states to get a chance to fish. There are plenty of other things I
can do, anyway.

I haven't any plan about going to Vermont. I would like to go up there.
ik I want to try to go some time after I rsturn to Washington.

I haven't any particular information =bout the politicael situation in
Lﬁchigan or Chio. I think Mr. Warren saw th: members of the press while he was
here and Mr. Brown is here. I don't know whether he has any information about
Chio or not, but if he has the press can get it first hand from him. Also Mr.

iarren. Mr. Warren mentioned incidentally that Michigan would go Republican.
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I haven't

talked with Mr. Brown about the political situation in Ohio. I telked

yith him more about the work of the Depertment of Commerce, which he says has been

o
=]

soing on very well.

Mr. Slemp was coming up some time ago, but something arose that made it

impossible to came at the ti~e he had expected to come. I don't know whether he is

planning to come some time in the future or not. It has been left open.

v

were in.

the list.

Alil »

Mr. Murphy, the Editor of the Minneapolis Tribune, and Mrs. Murphy
They will take lunch with us.

Question: John, Mr. President?

President: No, Fred.

I have had several other delegations this morninz that I guess are on

I think that is all.
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Tuesday, September 4, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

No time has been set yet for my return to Washington, but I expect to
return very soon. And I would like to caution the conference not to print the
date of the return. I wish you would observe that ceution. It has usually been
observed. I think it wasn't when I started to come up here, but I wish very much
that you would.

Question: In that connection, for our own information, have you any
idea how long you will remain in Washington before you go to New England?

President: I haven't made any plen about that. If I go up there,

I should think it would be soon.

Cuestion: In thet same week?

President: Not that same week, but within a week or ten days.

I do not intend to go to the State Convention of the Illinois American
Lezion. The only State Convention that I have ettended since I hsave been
President, of ccurse I have been invited to almost all of them, is the ons down
here in Wisconsin. I wanted to show my appreciation of the hospitality of the
State by meking some acknowledgment while I was here. Also the speech in Minn-
esota. That is why I made those two addresses.

My son John has no definite future plans. He has started for home
and will look for employment. He hasn't teken any yet. He doesn't hold any
public position. It might be just as well for him if all his goings and com-
ings were not published in the press.

Senator Schall came in to pey his respects while I was up here. He
had no particular errand. I do not know whether the press has had a chance to

see him. Did you see him?
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Mr. Young: I had a brief talk with him and I understood him to say he
was supportinz Mr. Hoover and predicted his electionm.

Presicent: Well, I understand that is so. But his errand here seemed to
be one of courtesy and to express his thanks for the consideration that I had given
him in the performance of his duties in Washington.

I didn't receive any definite reports about things from Seeretary Davis of
the War Department. He s2id he had a very interesting and he thought profitable
journey to Honoluly. He reported that conditions out there appear to be very good.
Yir. Meyer stayed over night and then went down to Minneapolis. He is meking a visit
out here and an inspection to keep in touch with the farm banks of this region, and
he reported to me that the farm banks were making very commendable progress. There
is a call for some more money. The banks are meking plans to furnish further
financing for egriculture and those ban'ts that he found were not in so gocd con-
dition as he thought they ought to be when h: tcok office are gradually getting
back into better shepe. I think the press already knows that I am expecting to at-
tend the Fair tomorrow, isn't it Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: 7Yes, tomorrow afternoon about 2:00 o'clock.

President: And I believe the newspapsr men and picture men are coming out
to the Lodge tomorrow morning. It may be a little wet out there in the dew. You
better bring sume rubbers elong with you to keep dry, if you ore coming out early in
the morning.

Mr. Young: 8:30.

President: Yes.

Mr. Young: It isn't likely you will say anything tomorrow at the Fair?

President: No. I am just going as an exhibit.
¥rxximadx
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Press: Did you see the advertisement of the Mayor, which had that im-
port?

President: No, I didn't sse that. Well, if anybody goes and buys a
ticket on that account they will have to take it up with the Mayor to see whether
pe secured money on false pretenses. I like to go to fairs. I enjoyed them very
mich when I was a boy at home. I enjoy it very much more when I don't have to
nake & speech.

Press: Where did they hold them up there? At Rutland?

President: At Woodstock. They had fairs at Rutland, but we seldom
went there. There is & very old agricultural association at Woodstock which has
been in existence for a great many years, & very mature organization. They have
e lerge fair grounds and I went there.

Press: Ludlow dida.'t have a fair?

President: No, they didn't have a fair there. They had desoltory at-
tempts at it, but didn't have any regular fair there. But Woodstock always had
& fair. That was the Windsor County organization.

Press: Did you ever exhibit any?

President: No.
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Friday, September 7, 1928.

Renort of the Newspeper Conference.

I haven't 1laid out any detailed plens about going to Vermont. I ex-
pected to go in case they want me to come. I have written to the Governor
since I have been up here. I don't know whether he made any detailed response
or not. Do ycu recall, Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: I don't think it reached that stage.

President: If ws go we shall probably either on our way up or back
go to Northampton to see how Mrs. Goodhue ise.

Representative Newton has been in this morning. He talked with me
gbout the recurring subject of navigation of the lMississippi. The barge line
they are putting in there is developinz feirly well, and I am interested too
in future action regarding the depth of the channel. That is something that
will come up for consideration, probably not during my admiristration, but very
soon, And he is conferring with Mr. Sanders, who wes director of the Speakers'
Bureau four yesars ago for such information as he could get from him. Of course,
he thinks the speaking end of the campeign is being satisfactorily laid out.

As I indicated to the pressconference the other day I have been
undertaking for the past five years to zive an administration that might com-
mend itself to the country. I am proposing to continue that up until election
day. I haven't eny plans for eny other special part in the campaign. I do
not know what may develop alcng that line.

I have the thanks here of the press members of Superior and Duluth.
It has been a pleasure to have them come in and a satisfaction to cooperate
with them in getting the news of the Presidential office for the local press.

I am very glad to have an opportunity to thank them for the many courtesies that

the local press has extended to us, to myself and my femily and the office
force, since we have been here in this part of the country. ()1‘7’53



Newspaper Conference, Friday, September 14, 1928,

The President: I am very glad to have a chance to welcome the members
of the White House Press Association again. I hope you &ll had as pleasant
a summer as we had in Northern Wisconsin.

I haven't made any definite decision yet about a trip to Vermont. I
have received since I came back a wire from Covernor Weeks of Vermont renewing
his invitation and I think it is very likely that I shzll go up there. I do
not intend to make any addresses while on that trip. It is more for the pur-

pose of visiting the State.

Query: Did Governor Weeks invite you to any particular occasion?
The President: No; it is Jjust to make an inspection trip around the

State.

I have been in conference with the Red Cross concerning the situstion
in Porto Rico and they are getting up an expedition of four or five men to go
{0 Charleston and thence by Navy boat to Porto Rico. They have no direct
report on the damage in Porto Rico although the Chancellor of the University
of Porto Rico has reported Xmxikxk to the press association that it is serious.
If in the meantime it should develop that it is not very serious they would
abandon their expedition there.

I talked with Mr. Hoover some yesterday about the course of his campaign
and talked with lMr. lellon about the business and economic condition of the
country and the state of the Treasury. I do not know whether the members
of the press conference recall that the figures I gave at the business meet-

ing of the Govermment on June 1llth, just before I started for Superior, were
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figures that indicated a deficit this year of {94,000,000, That came out
in the press some time in the immediate past. There was nothing new about
that. It was merely a repetition of the figures that I gave at thst time.
I have teken up with the various departments at the Cabinet meeting this
morning the question of what they could do to make enough savings in the
expenditures between now and the 30th of next June so &s to take every pre-
cantion against a deficit. That is being worked on by the various depart-

ments, and I do not expect that there will be any deficit.

The next in command in the Panama Canal 7one will be appointed Gov-
ernor. I have forgotten what his name is.
Correspondent; Governor Burgess?

The President: I think so -- the next in command to Governor

Welker,

I suppose there will be reports from now until the end of my term con-
cerning what I may or may not do after. I cease to be President. I do not
know anything about reports of that kind and haven't given the matter any
particular consideration and do not expect %o, As T have indicated to the
conference a great meny times - if you want to make a scoop you will be
pretty likely to make one if you say that the report that the President is

going to do so and so is untrue.

One of the correspondents inguired if the President had reference to
any speeches that he had in mind, to which the President replied:
I made that general observation. You cen apply it any way you

want to.
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I have here the first suggestion that has come to me relative to the
possibility that commissions may be appointed -~ the news coming from
Geneva - to consider the guestions of evacuation and questions of the debt
and reparations of Germamy. This is the first infornation I Naxsxwxi have
of anything of that kind, so I could not make any definite comment sbout it.
I don't know what is really involved in it. We should not consider in
advance any answer to an invitetion that might be sent to us before the in-
vitation is received. I would say in general that the question of evacua-
tion and the question of reparations, each is pretty much a European gues-
tion with which our policy would be not to interfere. But I don't want

to undertake to say what would be done in advance of definite proposals made

to us.

I haven't any new informetion about the Anglo-French naval agreement or
its implications - nothing to add to thet which I have already said. If the
French end the English have been able to make an agreement about their prob-
lems of disarmament, we are very glad thet they have been able to agree.
0f course, that does not mean that their agreement affects any one but them-
selves. Our policy concerning the agreement on the limitation of armements
is wellknown. If two great Huropesn countries, like the French and England,
have been able to mske an agreement for their own limitations, we are very

much pleased to know that thet has been done.

It is not probable thaet I shall take up the msatter of appointing judges
before the Senate convenes., That would be my general policy. Oftentimes
I might want to appoint some one already holding an office. If I should

undertake to make the appointment in vacation time that person would have to
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resign his office and take a chance on confirmation, which is always problem-
atical, whereas if I appoint such & person after the Senate convenes why then
that person goes on holding his office until he is confirmed or rejected, and
if he is rejected it doesn't make any difference; it would not have any bear-
ing on his present position. There may be some special reasons for some
gpecial appointments between now and the first of December but I don't think

that will be the case.

I think the idea that I might go hunting in Kentucky arose from the fact
that the bird dog that was given me in Superior I had Colonel Starling send
domm to a friend of his in Kentucky, who is a very fine trainer of dogs. I
presume that all the hunting I will do in Kentucky will be done by proxy
through this dog. I haven't thought of going down there myself. I should
think it would be a pleasant journey, and one I would like to mske, but I do
not suppose there is any chance for it, although there might be after the

Correspondent: You said you did not think there would be a deficit.
ill you give the reasons?

The President: Well, I think we could make enough savings in the de-
partments. There are always some shifts both ways. Of course, that
$94,000,000 has been added to by the decision of the Interstate Commerce
Commission increasing the pay of the railroads. On the other hand, there
have been some plans for appropristions that probably will not require any
expenditures during the current year. So that I think we can reduce our
expenses enough so there will not be a deficit. If you gentlemen will

encourage business as much &s you can that will increase our revenues
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Jlewspaper Conference, Tuesday, Sept. 18, 1928.
The President: I Haven't had any report from the Tariff Commission rela-
tive to the cost of production of flax in this country and the principal com-
peting country abroad. I shall be guidedvery largely by what they might re-

port to me in relation to it.

I am, as the conference knows, visiting Vermont and I suppose some of the
members of the press are going along. It is probably quite a little cooler
there than it is here, and you need to pack some comfortable clothing to take
with you. I expect to be in Plymouth on Friday, arriving there Thursday
night and be there Friday morning. I am plamning to leave there soon after
noon.

Query: At what point does the Governor Jjoin you?

The President: He Jjoins me at the station that is nearest Montpelier --
llontpelier Junction -= and goes to Burlington with me. Some of the Repre-
sentatives -~ I don't know whether we have heard from the Senators. Have
you heard, lir. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: No, we have not.

The President:. Both llembers of the House will be at the station.

Query: Will the Attorney General go with you too?

The President: The Attorney Gemeral is going with me. I expect iirs.
Sergent will probably jdin us at Bellows Falls or White River Junction.

Of course, I shall be glad to see any of our old neighbors sround Ply-
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mouth who might want to drop in on Friday forenoon.

I have been in touch this morning through the Cabinet and through other
gources with the storm condition in Porto Rico and in Florida. The storm
is very violent there. We are expecting that the Led Cross people will ar-
rive late today or early tomorrow at Porto Rico, and we will then get more
detailed reports as to what is necessary. It has already been reported
that I have deflected two Army transports loaded with provisions and supplies,
and plans are being made to send food there through the Red Cross. The De-
partment of Labor, through its Immigration Commissioner, lir. Nichols, has put
their services at the disposal of the efforts being made to give relief; and
also the Department of Commerce.

The wind is still rather bad in Floride snd is being followed by heavy
rain storms. Last night they had eleven inches in Savannah, end it is ex-
pected that some damage will result from the rains down there. It seems %o be
going up the Coast, but it is thought that the wind-storm is pretty much dissi-
pated. We are making plans for whatever relief we can furnish and whatever

may be necessary.
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Newspaper Conference, Tuesday, September 25, 192<8.

The President: There isn't anything that I can add to what I

have already said concerning the Anglo-~French naval agreement.

I haven't any specific information about the oil contiroversy in
Colombia. If there is anything about that it can be secured at the

State Department.

We have no invitation or any knowledge that an invitation is to
be sent to a tri-partite conference to consider the English and French
disarmament agreement. When we had anything to propose in the way of
limitation of armaments we asked for & conference of the powers that
were interested and proposed it there. Some came that we invited —-
some did not come -~ refused even to discuss the question. I think
that would be the proper tribunal before which to have a discussion and
present our views rather than to try to carry on a discussion through

the public press.

I haven't any knowledge as to what probable action Congress will
take on the Naval building bill that is in the Senzste. I have assumed

all the time that it would probably be taken up and passed.

I haven't made any fingl decision about extending the Saturday
half-holiday to Federal employees. It has been customary to have two
months -- July and August =-- on the theory that the weather in Washing-

ton at that time was warm. ILast Spring I extended that to include June
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and September. LIy offhend impression is that that is as far as the Pres-
ident ought to go. I1f something further is done I think it o&éht to be
done by legislation rather than by any stretch of the authority of the
President. But I haven't made any final decision about it. Our PFed-
eral employees now have thirty days of léave, working days. They have
their sick leave —- I think they have another month for sick leave in case
of necessity. And they have the usual holidays. Almost always when
those occur there is great pressure for an extra holiday either for the
day before or the day after. Of course, to extend a Saturdsy half-holiday
would mean an addition of twelve percent of labor cost to the Govermment --
that is, to extend a Saturday half-holiday throughout the year. So that
my offhand opinion is that if enything of that kind is done it ought to

be done by Act of Congress.

I haven't taken up for finasl consideration the appointment of a Fed-

eral Judge in Louisiana.

I understand that the Board of lediation is in touch with the rail-
road situation on the Western roads where that is an unsettled request for
increase of wages on the part of the conductors and traimmen. I think
there is a fair chance that it may be adjusted. If it is not adjusted,
the next thing would be the appointment of & board under the statute.

In case of failure to bring about an adjustment, I suppose it would be the
duty of the President to appoint such & board; but I have every hope that

some adjustment may be made.

I have been invited to visit Fredericksburg, Virginia, on the 19th of
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October and have that under consideration.

Query: What is the occasion?

The President: It has to do with the dedication of the battle~
fields there. There was a bill passed by Congress to establish & nation-
al military park at and near Fredericksburg, Virginia, and to mark and pre-
serve historical points connected with the battles of Fredericksburg,
Spotsylvania Court House, Wilderness, and Chancellorsville, including
Salem Church, Virginia. They want to begin the work under that and
have some appropriate exercises.

Query: If you go might you make a speech or Jjust & visit?

The President: They want me to make 2 short address. I have an
invitation from the Governor of Virginia and same of the members of the

House and Senate.
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Friday, September 28, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I don't know as there is any comment to be made on the note that we
gent to France and England on the proposed naval limitation. I don't know
whether you have seen the note or not. It speaks for itself, I think. 1
don't know of any comnment that can be made in relation to it.

The seriousness ol the storm down in Florida, according to reports that
keep coming in to me, seems to increase. Ilir. Rahn wes in yesterday. He
spegdls his name Rahn, A, A. D. Rahn. He went down as the representative of
the Shriners. They did a great deal about flood relief in the Mississippi
Velley and he came in to tell me of the serious conditions that exist there,
the large loss of life and the immedizte need for relief, and of the
intensity and thg‘wide extent of the destruction. So it is necessary to
appeal again to the country, - I don't mean in a formal way, as I have al-
ready done, but in an informal way through the press to be &s responsive
as possible to requests of the Red Cross for meeans with which to meet the

emergency.

01728



Tuesday, October 2, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

There have been and probably will contimue to be efforts to meke
some arrangement by which the texpayers of Americe may psy the German rep-
erations. That isn't looked on with any favor in this country, nor do we
see that it has any connection with the debts that are due to our country.
Those have zll been settled, with some trifling exceptions, and all been
ratified but one. I don't see any good result to be secured by discussing
it in the press. It has been my policy for a long time to refrein from any
discussion in relation to it, considerirg it as & closed incident.

I haven't given any thought about going to Northampton to vote.

I didn't go four years ago. I went two years asgo. I have no present ex-
pectation of making any speech in Massachusetts.

I can't tell about the possible deficit or what arrangements may
be made to prevent it until we get further reports as to the results on the
income side. lihen we get reports in for July, August and September, we shall
have considerable information thet would enable us to make estimates for the
other 9 months of the year, and we shall know how much it is probably neces-
sary to reduce expenditures in order to have a balance with the income. Of
course, that will be done. I don't know just how it will be done. We shall
take such steps as may be necessary to accomplish that end.

Ambagsador Houghton hasn't resigned. I don't know whether he in-
tends to resign, and of course any speculation about & hypotheticsl situa-
tion of that kind while it might not be premature on the part of the press,
which always delights in speculation, would be quite premature on my part,

I heve all I can do in dealing with facts and realities and leaving the

press to deal with hypothetieal ait%%t}eﬂﬂ' They are much better equipped



to do that than I am,

I don't know what the Tariff Comrission may find in relation to the
tariff on corn and flax seed. All that they could find would be this -~ the
difference in cost between production here and production in the principal com-
peting country, and all thet the President would be authorized under the law to
do would be to put on &n increase or & decrease in tariff, so as to balance up
that difference. Now, that would meen thet a foreign competing country and our
owvn country could only be put on a basis of equality. That is, if it costs
v1 to raise a bushel of corn here and it costs 90¢ in & foreign country, then
under the tariff law the President would have the right to increase the present
tariff not more than 50% in order to make up any discrepancy. He couldn't under
the law take any action that would be unfair and unjust to any foreign country,
because all he could do would be to put the United Stztes on & basis of
equality, so that the foreign producer and the domestic producer would stend
on the same basis in approeching the market. I presume that isn't well under-
stood in some foreign countries. If it were well understood, I doulbt if they
would feel any trepidation at a possible change in our rates of duty, because
it can't be enything that is going to be unfair to their producers and often-
times it might still leave them in & position of advantage., I have forgotten
what the present tariif on corn is - it isn't large, and it only suthorizes it
to be inereased 507, so that the situation might very well arise where after
an increase of that kind had been made, if it should be made, the foreign
producer would still have a considerable adventage over the domestic producer.

My wife is returning today from Northampton, I expect. I had a letter
from her saying she was expecting to leave there this morning end reach here
this evening, unless mother Goodhue is very much worse. I have had no wire
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|  grom her this morning. I expect she is carrying cut the plan mentioned in her
jetter. She wents to be here the 4th of October, beczuse that is the anni=-

versary of our wedding which took place in 1905. It will be the 23rd anni-

yersary.




Friday, October 5, 1928,

Report of the Newspeper Conference.

I am expecting to make an address of welcome &t the General Con~
vention of the Episcopel Church, which they are holding in this city, and
I shall speak Wednesday morning, October 10th, &t 10:30 o'clock. I am also
expecting to speek at Fredericksburg the 19th, at 3:00 o'clock in the after-
noon at the battlefield ceremonies.

Question: 1Is that right in the city of outside?

President: It is up at the outdoor auditorium, Oh, outside on the
bettlefield. I think up at the Cathedral they have an amphithester where
the Episcopal services will be held, and should it be stormy they will be
in the suditorium,

I am getting = very fine response from the different departments and
bureaus to my suggestion that they make & careful canvess to see what sav-
ings can be made in the expenditures for the year. While I haveh't
definite figures yet to give out, the respomse is encoursging enough to
lead me to expect that we can avoid a deficit at the end of this fiscal

year next June,
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Tuesday, October 9, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

So far as I know, Ambassador Houghton has not indiceted theat he would or
wuld not tender his resignation, because he is a candidate for Senate in the State
of New York.

I haven't seen what President Machado of Cuba may have szid relative to
the Platt Amendment. I have & great deal of confidence in the President, but I
don't know as any helpful result could be secured from my underteking to discuss
ihet subject in the press.

I haven't any very definite informetion concerning the situation in
linseed 0il at the present time relative to the eamount of duty that is imposed on
imports, Some time ago, oh two or three years I should think, a report was made to
e by the Tariff Commission relative to certain linseed products under which I
¢culd, if I had thought it would be good pelicy for the country, have made some
reduction in the rate of duty. I did not ihink it would be helpful to the flax
infustry at that time end I therefere did not make any reduction. Now, whether
there has been any change in the situation, in the comparative costs at home and
the principal competing countries abroad, so that the Commission could find that
the difference in costs are not already compensated for by the tariff, I do not
know,

So far as I am advised, we have no official informetion relative to the
stion which the French Govermnment is reported to have taken relative to an American
igwspaper men.for publishing some articles relative to the English and French naval
yreement. That may be entirely a domestic matter and as such this Government
wuld not be werrented in interfering in it. Of course, we do undertake to protect

the legal rights of our citizens when we find on representation that they have been
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infringed,

I do not know of any comment that I can make on the trans-Atlantic flight
of the dirigible Count Zeppelin, which is scheduled to start to day, other then that
I'vish it may be successful and my hope that it mey be an experiment that will be
belpful in the development of aviation.

I don't know exactly whet Gencral Hines proposed relative to & separatie
department to handle all matters connected with the war veterans, but I rather
itirk from a conversation I had with him it probsbly referred to hospitelization
#pecially, There are some reasons why hospitalizetion could be done more success-
fully, if it wes all under one directing hesd than under the situation we now heve,
men part of it is under the Buresu of the Budget and part of it is under another
umission. I do not think it would make very much difference with the expenses,
fiere might be some instances when it would be possible for the Vetereans Buresu
W plece men in hospitals that are now under another jurisdiction, but I think that
s going on quite steadily at the present time. I should think it would be more a
ufter of convedience of adminisiretion then it would be in greatly reducing the cost
of adninistretion.

I have no information about a sugrested action, which I think has been
mblished, other then what I have seen in the press relative to the proposal of
wrtain of our diplomats abroad holding ministerial positions that they would not
almit their resignations at the end of my administration. Thet, of course, would
it a matter for the incoming administration to decide. As I recall it, both
imegsadors and Ministers are appointed for an indefinite time, but I think the
mstom has been for them to submit their resignations at the end of the administra-
tion that appointed them., I don't see thet that would have eny practical effect one

wy or another. The Constitution places the conduct of foreign reletions in the
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jands of the President and the Ambassador and Minister might be said to be very
lergely the personal representative of the President in carrying out his instructions,
mi if he does not resign and the President wishes to make a change he would un-
imbtedly have the power of removal. There is an aspect of this, though, that is
interesting. It is a recurrence of the disposition that is manifest in the Govern-
¥nt service on the part of people in the service to underteke to meke their body a
sli-perpetuating bedy, so thet no one cen come into the service unless he has a
rtificate of approval from those who are associated with them in the service, and
siter he is once in to undertske to meke some arrangement by which it would be im-
pesible for him to be displaced. Thet is not in accordance with our Constitution
wi lavs, and of course would not work at all in relstion to our foreign service,
iere the representative is peculiarly a representative of the President. We have
ulerteken to build up a permenent service in our foreign representation, and if this
poposel is merely a suggestion that we should contimie our efforts to that end the
poposal is all right. If it has the other desire, the building up of a self-per-
giuating body, I don't know of any way that it could be done, and if it could be
womplished it would not work out well. The foreign representetives mmst necessarily
rpresent the position and opinion of the President as it may be trensmittied to them

firough the State Department.
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Friday, October 12, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I have no information other than what is generally public relative to the
flight of the Count Zeppelin. I should expect to send a message of congratulation
men the flight is completed.

There has a report come in, I think, from the Tariff Commission on fluor-
sgere  For the information of my stemographer, rather than the press, that is
spelled f-l-u~-o-r=-g=-p-a=-r. Thi.t is being handled in the regular course., Ve usually
sud those to the Department of Commerce and find out whet effect a change in the
tariff rate might have on our commerce, and then after that it would go to the
Trecsury Department to ascertain whether the papers are properly drawn. That is

wat is being done.

I don't recall heving any report from the Shipping Bosrd indicating that

they vere having any difficulty in interpreting the provisions of the new Shipping
herd pill with respect to dealing with applications for peymentfor cerrying

foreign mail. Thet is a matter that is dealt with by the Post Office Department

wi the Shipping Board. There are some contracts, I think, that are practicelly
tedy for acceptance, and those are going forward in the regular course. I have

lef some rather offhend conversations with one or two me: bers of the Shipping Board
inrelation to the results under this act of the proposal to build new ships. Those
xsults seem to be very satisfactory. I asked Cheirman O'Connor about it. He said
le couldn't tell exactly, but he counted up 12 ships that are going to be built.
lihink later some member of the Board tuld me that there were 18. That is my
tcollection, though my mind isn't entirely clear as to the number, but a very con-
silereble mumber, Indiceting very good results in the way of getting American ships

mil4, Thet is one of the things we especially went to encourage private enterprise
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p engege in, building ships and putting them into operation.

The result of the effort to cut down expenditures and the investigation
Pto income, as I indiceated, by three months experience have been encouraging. Ve
pidently can make considerable savings in our expenditures anc there are some items
pour income thaet are larger than we thought and some not so large. We have not

. e, by reason of the reduction of expenditures and the increase in Bome, been able
p nake an estimate that entirely balances the budget, but we are near enough to it
o thet I think it can be done. That, I am reminded, is one of the reasons that we
pe waiting for the time being on some of these mail carrying orders. Those con-
pacts have not been made and we are waiting to see what the rrospects of income

py be. Thet is being helped out in certain respects by the sale of ships by the

ipping Board that will result in considersble savings. They are disposing of some
¢ that are being operated at a loss and when that is done, of course, the loss

{ is made by the Shipping Bo:rd is wiped out and the cost of getting the mail
reagon of the new private contract is not so much in some ceses as the Shipping
ird logs, so that we are making some savings in that direction. But I think we

ke gone far enough to say that unless some unforeseen things come up and Congress
kkes appropriations that require expenditure before the Z0th of next June, there

i1l be savings and we can balance the budget. It will be necessary to mske some

t::savings and for the Congress to refrain from spending money between now and

30th next,
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Tuesday, October 16, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference,

I have just learned within the hour of the death of Benjemin F. Strong,
khe Governor of the Federal Reserve Bank, of New York. I have sent a message of
gmpathy to his son expressing my appreciation of his service and of the high posi-
tion that he held in the financial world, both in thiscountry and abroad.

I am not enough of an expert on ocean flights to make any comment that

uld be very helpful as to the proper result of the flight of the Zeppelin. It
[pears to have demonstrated that it is possible to fly across the ocean with some
gree of safety, but toc soon to determine whether such flights are going to be
mmercially practicable. There is very little I could add to the telegram of con=-
stulation thet I sent to the muster of the ship.

I am advised by my staff thet we haeve had some commnicetions relative to
he power development at Cumberlend Falls, which have been referred in the usual
mrse to the Power Commission, who have exclusive jurisdiction over the granting
r the withholding of permits for power development of thet nature.

I am speaking, as I think the conference already knows, Friday at
LPrecleri(:l'uabu.rg, Va. at 3:00 in the afternoon. ‘there will be an opportunity for

mbers of the press to go down on the trein with me, if they so wish. Admiral
Eghes is going, General Summerall would go, but he is in the far West, and I have
lmited General Lejeune. And Saturday evening at 9:00 I am giving a short talk over

the radio in comnection with the conferring of the medal that the Congress voted to

omag A. Edison, It would have been the usual course for him to come to Washington
have the medal presented by me, but his health is such that it did not seem ex~

dient, So Mr. Mellon is to make the ad.iress of presentation, and I am to make a

ew remarks of appreciation to Mr. Edison of the great work he has done in invention

discovery in the field of electricity and its allied fields,.
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Tuesday, October 23, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I didn't see the address thet Cenerzl Lord made at Chicago. I doubt very

ch if he went on record as seying that there would be & hundred million deficit at

¢ end of this fiscal year. It is probeble that he szid unless there were savings
the expenditures and increesses in receipts we might face a deficit of practically
t amount., That would be in harmony with what I szid in my budget speech in

. At thet time the figures were $94,000,00U. Since that time we have made some
forts in savings and there have been some incresses in the expectation of re-

ipts end some decreases. But on the whole a little balance of increeses in re-
ipte and some decreasses in expenditures. So that we have been able to close up

st gap somewhat.

We have had no official advices about & comnittee thut is about to be or-
ized in Europe to consider German reperations, and until we get such official ad-
ces it will remain & hypothetical question that we prodably would not assist ihe
opeen situation in undertaking to discuss as to what attitude we might take in
lstion to it.

It isn't possible to say whether, now thet the English and French naval

gestions heve been published, it would be probuble thet any further neval limite-

Enagreements can be reached before 1931. I think it is fair to say that so far
ve heve been advised concerning the agreement made between France and England
didn't seem to advance the probability of further agreements about naval arma-
fits. The only advence it could be said to have made was a certain change of at-
fude on the part of the French and English relative to limitation, but it was a
Lnge of attitude with which we were unable to agree. 1 do not understand that

ltier Itely or Japen agreed to it. But they did not set out their position with the
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11ess of detail that we did. I think their attitude in relation to it, so far as
it has peen disclosed, is very similar to our attitude. Not exactly like it, but
1008 the same lines. That means two countries have indicated that they might agree
b gomething, if others would agree, but it is apparent that other countries do not
ree to it, and so there hasn't been much of any progress made. The encouraging
prt of it is that France, which didn't attend the naval conference I called in 1927,
i the English have indicated that they were willing to change their attitude and
sy might be willing to change it further.

I haven't had any report from the Tariff Commission on the corn schedule.
{understood that one was likely to be made some time in the near future.

I am expecting to spesk here on the 1ith of November at an Armistice Day
wlebration held under the auspices of the American Legion, and I am also expecting
tspeak & few days after that, I think on the 16th, at the National ,Grenge Con-
rntion that is to be held in this city. Those are the only finally scheduled

ieeches that I have agreed to make in the near future.
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Report of the Newspaper Conference,
Priday, October 26, 1928,

I don't recall the details of the estimete submitted by the Federal Trade
(imission, as to whether there was an item of $250,000 to contimue the public ut-
{lities inquiry. I have no doubt that whatever may appear to be necessary to carry
m that inquiry will be recommended in the budget. The budget is not made up until
{t is ready for submission to the Congress, so that no decision hus been made on that
ot eny other item that would be in any sense final. We make some prelimirary
wiimates slong in the summer, which I made when Gen ral Lord came up to Wisconsin —--
lshould say preliminary allocations, and of course there was & preliminary allocation
ule for the expenses of the Federal Trade Commission. Whether it did or did not
iclude that amount I can not say, but I have no doubt that such estimates will be
jpresented to the Congress as the Commission is able to demomstrate will be necessary
Wearry on the inquiry. I think it is an inquiry made by direction of either both
iuses or one house of the Congress and that being the case it would carry a very
sirong implication that the budget would recommend certain appropristions that might
le necessary.

The action of the Filipino legislature in passing a bill for importing
fibacco and sugar into the Islands at the same duties as are applled for similar
inports in the United States has never been brought to my attention, so I have no
hformation about it. The legislation passed by the Filipino legislature does not
wme to me unless it is something that is passed over the veto of the Governor.

If the Governor vetoes and then his veto is not sustained by the legislature, I think
the matter comes to the President for his action. I should think the probebility of

iy item of this kind coming to the President would be very remote.
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I haven't seen any reference to an addiress made by Wickhem Steed, an English-
Fn, $0 I don't know what he may have said or may not have sasid. I doubt very much

if he quoted me relative to what this country might do or might not do in case a

tlockade was declared by the League of Nations, because I am quite certain that I have
ver made any statement relative to it and quite certain further then that that this
vermment has never indicateg.,}}?: would do or would not do relastive to any blockade

that might be declared by the League.

I em expecting to go to Northampton to vete. I haven't finally determined

ehout it, but that is my expectation at the present time.

The report of the Tariff Commission on the duty on corn has come to me and
is being hendled in the usual course. I don't regard it as an item of supreme import-
mce. I think the imports of corn the last few years have averagzed about 2,000,000
m, & year. The import duty now is 15¢. The greatest changethat could be made up or
down would be 50% of 15¢ or Ty, so that considering the rather light imports and the
rsther limited change that can be made it is not a matter of great iuportance at the
present time. If corn were selling high, so that & good many imports were coming in,
it would be of more importance, but at the present price of corn there isn't any
profit in importing it. But this will be taken up and hendled in the usual course
mi such decision will be made as the facts seem to warrant. I will determine it in
accordance with its merits.

I have had a report from Mr. Fieser, who has recently returned from Forto
fico, that is encouraging. Fine progress is being made down there in the relief work.
amore careful survey hes indicated that while the damages are very large, they are
jrobably not so much in value as at first had been thought. They are still having to

feed about 250,000, but it was expected thet that number will now repidly decline,

fuircheses of lumber and materials for rebuilding habitations of the people on the
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pand sre going forward and the whole situation is being organized in & very satis-
Far}— way. oome $5,400,000 heve been received from subscriptions by the Red Cross
i;t'nis relief, and while they will probably need some more money it seems to be
ﬁiﬂé: in in a very satisfactory way.




Tuesday, October 30, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I have received the report of the Emergency Board on the western rail-
rad wage disputes, which I have here, and which has been given to the press this
wrning for distribution. It seems to me that it is & very complete and painsteking
investigation and I very much hope and expect that its conclusions are such that
when they reach the parties at interest it will bring about the desired settlement.
fheir conclusions are not very much at variance with the proposed adjustment that
s arrived at at the conference held here in Washington, so far as the amounts g0
There are some other things that are quite different.

I am going to Northampton to vote. I haven't determined yet just when
[should leave or just when I should return. Mrs. Coolidge's mother, of course,

s very i1l. No doubt she would like to stay with her for a short time. But she
till be obliged to return with me because of some entertainment st the White House
o the Thursday following. I think we are having a Cabinet dinner at that time.

It comes on Thursday evening following the election.

I have been keeping in very close téuch with General Lord on the question
of & possible deficit at the end of this year. That of course would depend, as I
tplained before, on the receipts of the Government and on the expenditures, and the
teceipts of the Government depend very largely on the business conditions, Our
lmports are keeping up, especially are our experts keeping *L-xp. The exports of
wirse do not bring us in direct revenue, but if exports are large it is an indica=
tion that business is good and profits will accrue on which the Government will
ullect income taxes, The general business condition of the country seems to be

Mmarkably strong. The foundation of it must be particularly secure not to be
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hsken at 211 by the occurrence of a Presidential election. All indications that we
get seem to show that business is somewhet better on the whole than it was a year
8g0, 50 that I am very hopeful in the expectation thet the tax returns which are to
te mede on the lst of Jamuary for the business of this current year and the revenues
that will come in in March and June will be sufficiently large to take care of any
possible deficit, notwithstanding the reduction in taxes that wes made at the last
session of the Congress, We have two or three extrs items that sre to come in like
the increase in the rates of pay for carrying the mail, then there will be an in-
crease in the appropriation for the Mississippi flood control, probably work will

be more completely under way, and for the fiscal year beginning next June, of course,
there will be & greater expenditure thenfor the present fiscel year. Should some
legislation be passed in relation to Boulder Dam that would require an additional
expense, probably not very large for the first year, but something. There are some
other items of that kind that have to be taken into consideration. But on the other
hand, there are items that will go out. I think that the work on the Ohio River

hes progressed so far that the appropriation will practically finish it, and the
eppropriation for the next fiscal year will be entirely eliminated or else be very
small. There will be a balznce of enough of things of that kind so that the pros=-
peet of getting through this year and not having & deficit and being able to balance
the budget for the coming fiscal year is getting better and better all the t ime,

if business keeps up and keeps in a very strong position.
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Friday, November 2, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

The International Conference on Civil Aeronautics meets in Washington on
kcember 12th, 15th and 14th. I am today appointing a list of delegates which will
te given out. There are representatives of the four Departments that are inter-
wted in aeronautics -- Commerce, War, Navy and the Post Office, and some people
eound the country. Those nemes will be handed out to the press after the con-
ference.

I don't know of any reason that has come to my attention for sending a
wmission to the Philippinees to make a study of the cost of production of sugar.
It may be that something has come up in relationto that question in Government
tircles that hasn't yet reached me. I don't know of anything.

I heven't made any selection of a successor to Ambassador Houghton,

Some of the members of the conference were asking the other dey what
flnorspar was. Thet is it (holding up a piece). Someone that had some of it sent
i plece in for a paper weight. It looks like & rather poor piece of glass.

I had the smallest Cabinet meeting I think this morming on record. It
sterted with ¥ members, but finished with 4. All the rest are mn the stump or on
tieir way home to vote. Of course, as I am going to be away Tuesday there wont

be any Cabinet meeting,
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Enrcute to Washington From Northampton,
Tuesday, WNovember 6, 1928.

Report of the Press Conference,’

No final determination has bsen made about the Ambassador to
England, While the probabilities seem to indicate that Ambassador Houghton
will be chosen Senator, I suppose every prudent man lmows that every election
is uncertain. It may be that he wont be elected. It isn't my practice to run
ahead of events. So I haven't made any final decision about his successor.
There is always work enough for the President to do, if he does it after the
event calls for it. °

I expect to retire tonight about the usual time, between 10 and
11, unless it is a very close election. By that time we ought to kmow pretty
well what the outcome will be, and if it is cl se we wouldn't Xnow until to-
NOrrow anyway.

Question: Massachusetts comes in early doesn't it?

President: Well, we ought to know by 10 ofclock, unless it is very
close. I don't expect to make any statement. Hlection day is a day when the
people of the country speak. It will be particularly becoming for the President
on that day to keep silent and let the people do the speaking.

Of course, I don't know whether I shall réturn to Worthampton to
live, Thet is my place of residence and likely to contimue to be. I moved
some of my bricabrac and things that have szccurmlated that we don't use up to
Northampton today, because I suppose afier the 4th of larch I couldn't very well
keep it in the White House. It has %o be kept somewhere,

I understood that my son John voted by mail,

The press has noted somewhat the very important events that have

taken place in Nicaragua, but they have been buried up 80 in our election here

01747




2.
gnd probably will contimue to be for several days, so that I do not know that comment
of mine on it would be likely to get very much space. But the outcome down there
1ag been particularly successful and particularly agreeable to the United States
government, I think it demonstrates clearly that we were pursuing the right course,
I suppose every one knows and recalls that the marines had been in there for a mumber
of years. I was anxious to withdraw from a contact of that kind =nd took the marines
ot. They hadn't been cut only about 30 days when revolution started and even then
ve vithheld any action in relation to it as long as we could. Finally our citizens
and their property were in so much jeopardy that at the earnest solicitation of the
Government of Nicaragua we sent marines there to protect cur interests. There was
a very terrible warfare going on between the people of the country, the losg of life
g very great, and in order to compose that I sent Colonel Stimson down, who made
the plan which we have been carrying out and which was successfully consummated last
funday. They held a peaceable and orderly election which apparently is an ex-
pression of the will of that country. Our policy there, of course, has been very
similar to our policy in Mexico and China, of trying peaceably to compoge our dif-
ferences. We are succeeding admirasbly in Mexico, and the situation in China which
veg very ominous in the winter and spring of 1926 has also been composed, so much
so that we now have under congideration the question of raising our legation there
to an embassy. We were besought to take very strong military action against China,
wiich I all the time refused to do, thinking that it was mich more likel,y that they
would be able to adjust their cvm differences if we refrained from interfering or
doing any more than wasg necessary to proteet the lives and interests of our people
there.

We are very hopeful also of getting o final gsettlement of the Tacna-Arica
controversy. It is quite apparent that there is a new spirit in Chile and Peru.

They have resumed diplomatic relations, as neighbors have large mutual commercial
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ipterests, ond there is a manifest determination to make an adjustment of this
question which has been troublesome for them for more than 40 years. Our policy in
011 those difficulties has been one of peace, conciliation, good will, patience
q.nd cooperation. While our interests necessarily have suffered some from the un-
certainty and confusion, the result seems to demonstrate that the best course has
peen taken for their protection and the maintenance of friendly relat ons with all
of those different countries.

We called on moth.r Goodhue this morning. She hag apparently lost con-
siderable since I saw her the lagt time., There is a more marked change in her
gince we were there in September than there had been at any other time that I
visited hers It is gratifying to know that she suffers very little pain and is as
comfortable as could be expected.

Question: Then the foreign questions are pretty well cleaned up?

President: Well, they never get closed up, but thogse immediate difficulties
apparently are working out successfully and being closed up. We are bringing home
tonsiderable of our forces from China and will now be in a position to withdraw

considerable of our forces from Nicaragua.
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Priday, November 9, 1028.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Iy views on farm legislation have been set out in 1923, 1924, 1925, 1926
md 1927 in my Messages to the Congress, to which you can refer if you want to get
them in detail. I don't know of course what my next Message will contein. The
Secretary of Agriculture is awey for & few days. He was in the West and was going to
sttend some farm getherings there or something of that kind, so that he is not re-
wrning home until after he has finished that errand. Otherwise, he would have to
¢ right back. So I haven't received from him any report as to what recommendation
e would suggest relative to his Department. Nor have I had opportunity to confer
vith men in the House and the Senate what it might e possible to do in the way of
farm legislation, They may thiﬁk thet it would be better to postpone it until the
tpecial session, Whether that will be their opinion or not, I don't know. It would
Gepend somewhat, I suppose, on the certainty of having a special session.

I haven't received the report of the experts on the engineering features
of the Boulder Canyon Dem. I was thinking of that a dey or two ago and wondering
if it was not about time for it to be in. I am going to have some inquiries made
8 %o when their report will probably be ready. Of course, I couldn't indicate any
recommendations I might make on the subject until I got the report of the experts.
hile that might not necessarily be controlling, it wou.d certainly be worthy of very
tereful consideration.

As has alreedy been announced from Palo Alto, Mr. Hoover is thinking of
mking & trip to South America. I have wired him to advise me what he would like to
leve the Govermment do to assist him. He says he would like to have the Warship
larylend assigned for the journey and that his purpose in making the jourrey is to

evidence the good will and desire for mutual cooperstion between the United States
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; south America and %o familiarize himself with the common problems. He says also
L the matter hasn't been finally determined. I am having the State Department
e the usual inguiries as to whether the places he is expecting to visit would be
,ﬁreaable to receive him. He spoke to me about this the last time I saw him as a
ptier thet he would like to do after election. I told him I would be very glad to
ioord any cooperation he might require.
The Postmaster General this morning reported in the Cabinet, which has been
b vill be given to the press, considerable increases in the postal receipts above
ktover of last year, 50 selected cities and 50 industriel cities running each about
)| increase. That is more encouraging than the month of September, which in many

Istances showed a slight decrease,




Tuesday, November 13, 1928,

Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

Senator Reed of Pennsylvanie spoke to me about increasing the tariff on
glass, I have & report from the Pariff Commission that is in process of the rounds
hnthe President's office and the other offices that I submit those reports to,

0 I haven't decided yet what sction should be taken on it.

I shall have the short aduress that I am to mske before the Grenge next
Briday in the hands of the press later this afternoon or early tomorrow morning.

I have a commnication this morning from Colonel Tilson. He is coming in
0 cee me very soon and he will return to ‘n-‘."ashingtc.:n to look after the preliminaries
io the opening of Congress, Also, I understand that Speaker Longworth will be back
here very soon,

I spoke to the conference, I thirk last Friday, sbout the report that came
in from the Post Office on the sale of stamps, and I get & similar report this morn-
ine from the Secretary of Labor that there has been quite & merked increase in the
{emend for labor, especially during October, that pretty much removes the fear that
the labor Department had very early in the season that the coming winter might show
|nite & number of people out of employment. The indications are now that the seasonal
fuemployment will not be as heavy as sometimes is. The situation in that respect
looks very encouraging.

I am expecting, as newspaper men know, to be at Swansnnoa over Thanksgiving,
Ihad an invitation from Dr. Alderman, President of the University of Virginia, to
titend & buffet luncheon at the President's house Thanksgiving Day and €0 to the
lotbell game there in the afternoon. I haven't decided yet whether I can do that.

It is possible that I might go to the luncheon and go to the field for a short time.
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guestion: TYou don't happen to know what teams are playing?

President: No, I don't know. Do you know, Mr. Sanders?

Mr, Sanders: No, I don't.

President: I would hardly care to sit ocut the entire geme and I don't know
!nether it would be good for Mrs. Coolidge on & cold afternoon looking at a footbzall

|eime s

I am also of course starting to prepare my Anmual Message to the Congress.

[ have reports from practically all the Departments and Bureaus sending such sug-—

sstions that they want to meke. I want to get the Message out, so that there will
¢ plenty of time for the press to distribute it. Always at the begimning of a Mes-
gige, I hope it will be short, but there are so many things that the different De-

rtnents want reported to the Congress that usually before I get finished it becomes

i locument of considerable length.

Gl 753




Friday, November 16, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't seen any report of a suggestion that it is said here was mede in
thg House of Lords yesterday proposing an English-Americen matual arms limitation.

It doesn't occur to me offhand that that would be feasible. Of course, our country
poild consider any suggestion that the responsible suthorities of the British Covern-
frent wanted to submit to us.

Nor have I seen the speech of Premier Poncaire made in the Chember of
fputies concerning reparaticns and debts, and even if I hed seen it I don't think
Iwould think anything could be gained by public comment relative to it. If there
Lnre metters in which the United States is interested, we can take them up and dispose
of them mach better through the usual diplomatic channels than we can by undertaking
t0 discuss them in the press.

I am working on my Message to the Congress. I have made some progress on
it, There isn't very much legislation, so far as I have been able to discover, that
ls exceedingly pressing that is new. Ve have some of the old problems that have

leen left over from the various messages that I have sent in beforeand such surveys
o the country as I have received from reports of various departments indicate that
e country is in very good shape. I want to get the liessage done so that it can

% early in the hands of the press and that leads me to make a suggestion that is
Wrn of my past experience, that the advance copies that are given out are given

nt exclusively for the use of the press. But each year they turn up in the hands

if the people that are in no wise connected with the press like legislative agents
o fashington, brokerage offices in different cities, so that I think the news

fporters or news agents to whom my message is to be given here for press release
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mght to warn people to whom they may send it thet it is exclusively for newspaper
we end not for general distribution before it is presented to the Congress. It is
glmost & slight on Congress to have a message generally distributed promiscuously
sound the country before it goes to the Congress itself., For the purrose of assist-
ing the news distribution we make these early deliveries of the message. I hope

this year it can be kept confined exclusively to news services and not fall into

the hands of others.

I think I spoke at the last conference about spending Thanksgiving season
i Svenannoa, Mr, and Mrs. Stearns will accompeny ws. I think they will be in Washe
igton at that time. Mr. Stearns is returning to Boston for a few days tonight,
wt he will be back before I leave here for the Thanksgiving holiday.
I have received quite & good many comments from people in this country on
the address I made on Armistice Day. It was exceedingly well received and ap-
perently was helpful in elarifying the public mind on the questions that I discussed,
Question: Could you say if you have received the Boulder Dam report yet?
President: No, I haven't received it yet and my information is that it
wnt be completed until about the time Congress convenes. I am expecting to receive
swme suggestions as to the probable tenor of it which might assist me in formlating
Iy progrem in my message. But I am certain that the completed draft of the report

ill not be ready before about the time Congress comes in.
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Tuesday, November 20, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Confermnce.

Mr. J. W. McIntosh, the Comptroller of the Currency, has tendered me his
resignation, It has not yet been accepted, but I expect to accept it very shortly.

Fe hes been & very efricient officer and I am sorry to lose his services,

The summary of the report of the experts on the economic and engineering
fessibility of the Boulder Dam has been received. I haven't had an opportunity to
examine 1%, and I should not feel at liberty to publish it or disclose its contents
teceuse it was sent to me for such use as I might need for it in meking my message.

The full report, as I understand it, will be ready for the Congress when it comes in.
There isn't anything new that I can say relative to farm legisletion. My
vigws have been set out a good many times in my messages to the Congress on the

psitive side. On the negative side in some of my vetoes.

1 see that we have present some of the visiting journalists from Englend,
wom I am very glad to welcome again, Perhaps for their information and such use

as they might like to make of it some time in the future, I might say that these con-
ferences are held twice a week on the day that the Cabinet meets, Tuesdays at noon

end Fridays at 4:00 o'clock. It is very seldom that I make any suggestions to the
jregs other than to comment on inguiries that ere filed with me in written form before
the Conference is held, and always with the understending that the President is not

to be guoted directly. That may account possibly for some misunderstandings that

night arise in the foreign press. I think it pas £iven rise to very few misunderstand-
ings in our domestic press. I do sometimes have difficulty in getting correct reporte
sbroad of what I do and say, so that when I &am making an address that de&ls_ with

foreign questions I have adopted the custom of sending it abroad beforehand and having
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1t4mtributed over there just as it was given out here, in order that the foreign
Fmssmﬂf have & correct copy.
Is there anything else, Mr. Sanders, you think I ought to mention?
Mr. Sanders: You might say something about when your Message will be ready.
Fresident: I am working on it and expect to have it ready about a week

efore Congress assembles, so that there will be ample time to send it by mail across

tne continent and distribute it to &1l the press of the country.
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Friday, November 23, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't seen what the State Department may have said in their comment
on the Cumberland report on Niceragua. I did notice from a hasty glance at the
report that there was some suggestion in it of some supervision of the finences of
licaragua by American citizens. I have forgotten whether they were to be selected
by the Secretary of State or just what the process was. That is & suggestion that
is frequently made to this Government snd one which we zlways desire to avoid.
Several times we have been compelled to disapprove of suggestions of that nature
id undertook to say that if credit is extended to countries like Niceragus that
it should be extended on a fair and ecuitable basis and one which does not inter=-
fere with the usual freedom of their govermment. Our Government would not want
to undertake any supervision of that nature. I think, from what I know of Mr.
(umberland's reputation, thet he is a very able man and made & good investigation
of the finances of Nicaragua and one which is worthy of confidence. Of course, if
people are going to lend money, they naturally like to get all the gusrenties they
can in relation to it, so they often resort to suggestions that our Government
should intervene in some way, that the people of that country should relinquish
their own rights and turn them over to socme one else.

I haven't made any plans for my actions after the 4th of March., I think
I sugcested the other day that very likely you will see a grest many press reports
end suppositions as to what I might do, but there is nothing that I am considering.
I don't expect to make any decision until after that date.

I have been invited to go to Mountain Lake, I think, in Florida, along

sbout the lst of February to dedicate a bird sanctuary end carillon that is being
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:Established there by Edward Bok. Of course, all my engagements have to be tentative,

lmt I heve got that under consideration. That is the only one,I think of now that

l:411 teke me cut of town betvween the first of January and the 4th of llarch,
|

I I have had no discussions concerning any reservations to the peace tre&ty.

|.1 do not think any reservations ought to be attached to it. I can hardly compre-

pend the nature of any reservations that any one might think would be desirable.

[ think the treaty itself carries all the reservations that zre necessary to protect

| our rights end protect our interests.

l I haven't any plan about deing any hunting at Blue Ridge. I am advised

that they have some fine clay pigeons down there. I may shoot a few of those.
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Tuesday, November 27, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't been able to confer with many members of the House and Senate,
0 that I could form eny judgment about what plans they wish to pursue and until
1got that information I wouldn't have any opinion as to whether it would be feas-
fle Yo pass any farm legislation at this session. I don't know whether they are
plenning to have a special session or not. They may feel certain that they would
leve & special session and they may feel that it is = matter that will go over
wtil thet time. OF course, whether they can pass a bill at this session would de-
gnd to & considerable extent upon what agreemsnts can be reached in the Congress
rlative to it. If it is a matter of long drawn out debate, they might not have
iine to take it up. On the other hand, if they could reach a substantial agreement
wons the members in the Congress and the people on the outside that are interested
inthat legislation they might be able to put one througA. But it is more & matter
fr the Congress to decide than it is for me. I don't know whet their plans may be
inrelation to it.

I am starting for Swannanoe tomorrow. I prefer that the time of my depart-
e shouldn't be published of course, and I think the press already has this list
nich to a certain extent you know is confidential. I don't teke it that the members
if the party--that there is anything confidential sbout that., Of course, Mrs.
Wolidge will accompany me, and Mr. snd Mrs. Stearns are expected to go. Mrs. Stearns
s not been feeling very well for & day or two and there is some question as to
thether she may feel able to take the trip. My two aides, Col. Latrobe and Captain

irown, and Col. Coupal, my stenographer, Mr. Ceisser, and the housekeeper and secret

iervice operatives, and of course some of the servants at the house, and there will
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% representatives of the press, both the reporters and picture men. I don't expect
1 have any invitations or accept any on Saturday. It is my intention to attend
surch at Charlottesvidle, the First Baptist Church there, at & union service. which
{think a&ll the churches in that town join on Thanksgiving morning about 10:30.
1shall probably go from there to President Alderman's house, President of the Uni-
wraity of Virginia, who is to have a buffet lunch, and after lunch I am not sure
jether I shall go to the football field. We may go and stay a few mimates.

Question: Is that Alderman or Alterman?

President: Alderman. The members of the press may recall him as the man
ho made the memorial address on President Wilson at the House of Representatives
shortly after President Wilson's death. He made a very fine address which received

rery favorable comment at the time.
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Tuesdey, December 4, 1928,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I don't know ol any plan for any immediste change in the Comptroller of
(ustoms of New Orleans.

I haven't any plans for the Christmas holidays. I have had several sug-
gestions come in and some invitations, but I really haven't given it any thought yet.
It lay in my mind that I would like to be at the White House on Christmas day. We
heve made it a practice to have the singing of Christmas carols at the White House
on Christmas eve. Very likely we should like to contimue that.

Guestion: Do you think there will be sny extre holidays for the Government
employees?

President: Well, don't you think you ocught to ask Congress about that?

Tis is perhaps as good & time as any to comment on whaet I think has grown into an
stuse, Congress makes holideys and every time there is & holidey it is the practice
for one department to telephone over to another department end szy we are going to
have an extre holiday in this department and whet is your department going to do
aout it. Of course, the message is taken to the head of the department and we have
usually been put into the position that it hes been expected that in addition to the
holidey that is furnished by law the President would furnish one or two more. If

it comes on Saturday, they want a holidsy on Friday, and, of course they couldn't
come beck and travel on Sunday and so they want another holiday on Monday to get

tack on, end while I like all the cmployees of the Government to receive such holi-
days as can be given, if that practice is to contimue I think it ought to be established

by law
and let Congress say by law when there is to be a holiday giving Government employees

Miitional leave of absence. I haven't any plan as to what may be done at Christ-
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me end New Year and Washington's birthday. I don't know whether Lincoln's birthday
is & holiday. I think it isn't. Those are the only three that are to come up duringl
iy sdninistretion. ut it really ought to be taken up and regulated by lew, in order
to prevent the President and the departments being subjected to pressure every time
there is a holiday for additional leave of absence, because those are holidays that
ere fixed by law and everybody knows they sre to come. There are times that an
emergency arises., Some great event is to be celebrated or some catastrophe arises,
g0 that the President is justified in having the departments closed., Thet would be
the case in the dath of the President or the Vice President, but in the case of
events that everybody knows will occur it ought either to be provided by law or not
provided for at all.

I have a statement here that says there is confusion in Boston brought
gbout by conflicting reports relative to the Boston postmastership. Now, I don't
feel any blame about thet myself, If that situstion has arisen, I think the blame
is probebly on the newspapers. I haven't said anything about it and there has been
{ no change in the situation there, so far as I know. If the newspapers have neverthe-
less commented on it the responsibility is theirs. If I had anything to give out
I would have been perfectly willing to give it out. There hasn't been anything to
give out and I haven't given out anything. If the members of the press want to
write about it, they will of course have to write about it on their own responsibility,
If there is anything to be given out, I am alweys glaed to give it out,

The general news for this afternoon and tomorrow I suppose will be the
President's messege, so perhaps you will be sufficiently provided with copy if I

don't make any further comment this morning.
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Fridey, December 7, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I do not know vhether or not the Committee meeting of the roreign Re-
litions Committee of the Senate this morning was public. However, I think the atti-

tde of the Committee was favorable to the treaty. The thing that both,?iﬁg Committee
1mt was whether the provisions of the treaty required a specific act of the United
flstes if the treaty were violated, and of course the Secretary's answer to that was

et it did not. I think I have already stated that if the treaty were violated it

imld leave the United States in the s:zme posit on that it would be without the treaty,
ud Congress would determine &s usual what action would be taken. A positive violation
wld occur if & nation attacked the United States and & negative violation would occur
I s nation attacked another nation, not the United States. I am getting a great many
lefters favorable to the treaty, about 200 today, and am sending them over to the

ftate Department. Mr. Kellogg told me that they had & special staff and certain
sienographers for taking care of these letlers. I think Mr. Kellogg told me he is
reeiving about 600 letters a day.

Guestion: Is the Secretary going back?

President: Yes, he is going back. He started there this morning and will go back.
Question: Are the letiers coming in uniformly favorable?

President: I haven't seen one that is in opposition. Of course some of them sare
in the nature of propeganda, evidently having been made by peovle that were ssked to
wite, but a great meny of them are voluntary expressions of their own desire to dee

¢ treaty of that kind. I hope I haven't violated any of the niceties of Senate pro=

'tedure by revealing the Secretary's statements before the Senate Committee on Foreigm

iffairs, but if that is the case I have suffered so much in the same respect that per-

laps they will reconcile themselves to it. 0] 764




Report of the Newspaper Conference,
Tuesday, December 11, 1928,

I haven't made any further plans about the Christmas holidays, so I
don't kmow what may develop in relation to that. Every time I go into the
South enywhere I am received so hospitably that I am always tempted to go agein,
A8 you kmow, I have also had a similar experience in going into the West, though
the West isn't a place to tempt one so much in cold weather. It is possible
that I may mske some short southern trip for the holidays. The only plan I have
ebout going to Mountain Lake, Florida, is to go there and make a short address
dedicating a bird sanctuary and the chimes and return. I have hed some sug=
gestions about stopping at Savennah and some other places in Georgia. That is
under contemplation, but I haven't made any plan about it. It will depend some-
thing on the pressure of business and the Congress.

Would that trip be at the Christmes holiday season?

President: No, that is the first of February. I think the plan is to
heve the dedication on February 2nd. Is it Feb. 2nd, Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: it was the 1lst, I think, Mr. President. Feb. lst.

President: Yes, Feb. 1lst.

Question: Vhat are the chimes you speak of?

President: It is a singing tower. The Furopean name with the English
promnciation is cerillon. They are to be about the finest set of chime bells
that are in the United States. Some of you mey recall visiting & tower of that
kind that had been donated by Mr. Barron at the time I was up in Messsachusetts.

Cuestion: Is anybody donsting these chimes?

President: Yes, Mr. Bok. Mr. Edward Bok,
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Mr. Bok is giving the bird sanctuary as & tract of land at this place.
He is dedicating it as & bird sanctuary and putting up these bells to interest
the birds in music.

I don't suppose that my son will be here over the holidays. He is
tusily engaged, as I understand it, working for the railrosad.

Question: When you said you might be tempted to go South, is that
definite at all?

President: No. I have hed invitations to go along down the coast,
orth and South Carcline, and down off the Georgia coast, but nothing definite
has been decided.

I took up with General Lord this morning, Governor Towner, Senator
Bingham and Rep. Kiess of Pennsylvania the mati er of relief for Porto Rico, which
I haed recommended in my méssage, end a bill has been prepared which has my gen-
eral approval. I am not familiar with the details of it. So far as I know
about it, I approve the principle of it. 4And I have also signed to go up today
& supplementary estimate for tax refunds, which is about 55,000,000 more than
the Treasury had figured their tax refunds would be, 80 that if that is taken
up at this time the $37,000,000 of surplus that I had expected would be in
existence on the 1lst of July or the last day of June would be exhausted. That
is a reason for very careful consideration by the Congress in making additions
thet will call for expenditures before the 1st dey of next July.

There are some suggestions being made that the incoming President might not
find enough money in appropriations with which to carry on the work of the Govern-
ment, Of course, if that should develop, he could apply to the Congress thet

of the
comés in a year from now, which would leave him the six months/hppropriations now
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to be made to increase them. It doesn't occur to me that the incoming President
is going to be worried about rot having enough money to spend, so much as there
is denger that he will be worried about the prospect of a deficit. If it should
transpire that there hasn't been enough money appropriated and there are funds
with which to meet a larger appropriation, why supplementary appropriations
could be put in the budget and when the Congress reconvenes in regular session next
December, or if there should be a special session, it could be tsken up then. But
if Congress should appropriate more money than the Treasury has funds with which
to meet the appropriations, he would be faced with a deficit, which would be very
difficult to take care of.

I have been very much interested to see the comment that arose in re-
lation to & little good will piece that I prepared for the St. Louis Post=Dispateh
in recognition of their 50th anniversary. It has been cuite extensively reprinted
by the press and considerably commented on. There has been some sugeestion that
it had reference to a summer White House. That is not quite the emphasis that I
intended to put on what I was saying. I think & President would like to £0 away
in the summer for & considereble period of time and visit some part of the country
thet he wasn't familiar with, and stey there long enough to absorb something of
its atmosphere. Of course, I have been to New England some, but I went up there
simply for recreation, not because I expected to learn much. I have been in the
West beceuse I expected to learn of things out there and it has been very helpful
to me. What I had in mind was a place where a President could spend & week end.
I¥ so happened that I wes brought up at an elevation of 1400 ft. end 80 I notice
perhaps more than others might staying here &t sea level. I would like & place

where I could go in two or not more than three hours, an automobile ride, and stay
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overnight if I wanted to, leave Seturday after lunch as I do to go on the May-
flower, or Friday, and get back here Monday morning in time to perform the usual
office duties. So, while & place of that kind would probably be designated as =
sunmer White House it really isn't that. It would be a place that the President
might use all the year round. It would be a place in the hills somewhere that
would be a little cooler and give a little elevation.Thereis & place that iz owned
by the Agricultural Depertment not so very far away where they undertook to estab-
lish a post for weather observations. It has a very good house on it and is well
provided with out buildings.

uestion: Thet is in Virginia isn't it?

President: Yes, I think it is about 85 miles away.

Guestion: In Bluemont?

President: Yes. I have never been there, but Iknow about the place,
It is for sale because it didn't work out as it was expected. It has & good ele-
vation and might be a place that could be considered.

Juestion: Have you received any letters sugresting places, and so on?

President: No, I don't think so.

01768



Friday, December 14, 1928.
Report of the Newspaper Conference,

Here is an inguiry about a resolution said to have been introduced in the
fenste this afternoon, which I judge undertukes to have the Senate interpret the
pesce treety in its relation to the Monroe Doctrine and the Washington Arms Con=-
ference treaties, and as to what might happen if any of the parties to the treaty
vent to war under the league of the Locerno pacts. I haven't seen thet resolution.

Press man: Mr. President, it is to be dropped in this afternoon. Hasn't
teen introduced yet.

Precident: lell, then I think I had better not undertake to make any com-
nent on it at all, II was going to say I hadn't seen it. It will be difficult to
coment on it without seeing it. I should think it would be difficult for the Senste
to undertake an academic interpretation of the peace treaty and to try to decide in
slvance what this country mipht do under certain circumstances. That goes away beyond
the treaty. The treaty doesn't undertake what the country is to do in advence of
ctircumstances, any further than to say that those who have signed it are to renounce
wr as a netionsl policy. The strength of the treaty lies in the fact that it leaves
fo the determination what is to be done when future circumstances arise for the action
of the Government at that time. t leaves the Congress free to take such action as
they may think appropriate. I should say in genersl that any proposal to modify or
! ke reservations to the treaty as it has been presented would necessarily be regarded
8 an unfriendly move towards the treaty. The pass ing of a resolution of this kind is
merely an expression of the opinion of the Senate, I suppose, and would not have any
| effect on the treaty one way or the other.

Press: Some folks up there say that it would put us in the same position that Great

Jritain was given by the Chamberlain -
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President: I think we are already in that position now, so0 that so far as I am
informed there is no occasion for our taking any action to be in the same position that
{ell other countries are. It would be a good deal of a misfortune, if after having
propesed & treaty of this kind and secured the approval of other countries, we should
fail to epprove it ourselves. It would leave us in a peculiarly emberrassing position.
1 do not think there is any danger of that., I am simply stating the position we should
te in if such a contingency should arise.
I have called the attention of the Departments to the fact that the law imposes
on the President the duty of submitting the budget and after the budget has been sub-
nitted it imposes upon the Departments, all the heads and subordinates, the injunction
mt to undertzke to get the amount thet the President has submitted inereased. For
ey one connected with the Government to undert:zke to do that is a violation of the law
aed contrary to the direct and explicit direction of the Congress. The budget isn't
new now., It has been in operation for a good many years. I think all the departments
&d 81l the members of the Departments know of that provision, It is their duty to
tbserve it and my duty to enforce it.
It will be riecessary to make some provision for the island of Porto Rico, which
vill cost several million dollars. I think the estimates run as high as 7% million
dollars, of which 2;1.; million dollars are to be expended without any expectation that
the island will ever return the money, and $5,000,000 is to be provided as & loan fund
for the purpose of restoration of the area that was injured by the storm, so far as
its productivity is concerned, to help agriculture with the necessary crecdit to get
productivity started. That is a further increment to the apparent deficit at the

present time.
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0f course, a good many proposals are made by people that have very
excellent things that they would like to have the Government do, but they come from
people that have no responsibility for providing ways and means by which their pro-
psals can be carried out. I don't think in all my experience, which has been very
lerge with people that come before me in znd out of the Government with proposals
for spending money, I have ever had any proposal from any one as to what could be
done to raise money, and very few suggestions of what could be done to save any money.
Sometimes linked with the proposal for an immediate large expenditure is the sug-
gestion that it ultimately will result in a saving. I think thet is sbout the extent
of the outside asgsistance I have had in that direction.
I noticed in the morning press some suggestion that it was thought in some
qarters that the present administration didn't desire to teke pert, any further part,
or was suggesting thet action should be postponed, by the Committee of the League
that has been holding the preliminary conferences on limitation of armsments. That
movement is entirely in the hands of the League. It was of course instigated by them
and would have to be carried on by them without suggestions from us, because we are
not & part of the League. Our Govermment hasn't made eny intimation that it wanted
action postponed, and it is ready to respond at eny time to any desire on the part
of the League to participate in the deliberations of the preliminary conference.
I haven't heard anything further about the Christmas holidays. The reports from
mother Goodhue are so discouraging that Mrs. Coolidge is expecting to go up there
for two or three days next week. Mrs. Goodhue's condition is such that it isn't
possible to make any plans at present about the Christmas holidays.
I doubt if I could add anything to the very full newspaper comment relative to

the South imerican tour of Mr. Hoover. It is evident that the people of the countries
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yst he hes visited have been pleased to receive him and are appreciative of his
(isit, snd I have no doudt that it will result in an increased amount of good will.
1t is especially a demonstration on the part of the man whom we expect will be cl';osen
;en the electoral college meets to be the next President of his desire to have a
thorough knowledge of the conditions in those countries, his appreciation of the value

of their friendship, and his wish for mutuzl helpfulness and cooperation.




Tuesday, December 18, 1928,

feport of the Newspaper Conference.

From such conferences as I have had, which are not very extensive,
[am of the opinion that the peace treaty has sufficient support to insure its rat-

ification without any reservations or accompanying resolutions,

The Boulder Dam will of course take the usual proceiure. When it comes here it
iill go in the course of business to the Department of Interior, and if it calls for
o expenditure of money it will go to the Bureau of the Budget for their recommenda-
tiong, I don't expect it will go to any other department or that it will be necessary
0 confer with any engineers, so far as I am concerned, in relstion to it. I am advised
iy the Interior Dept. that they have made some suggestions for trifling chenges,
thich will undoubtedly be adopted.

I am expecting to go down to light the Christmss tree for the Washington Com-
muity celebration on Christmas eve, which iz the evening of the 24th of course.

I don 't expect to embellish my sppearance there with any speech,

I have under consideration accepting an invitation that weas exfended last spring
o go to Sapeloe Island, which is just off the Georgia coast. It is & little north
of Jekyl Island, which is perhaps bet.er known to the newspaper profession.

‘uestion: Can you spell that one for us?

Fresident: Sapeloe. It is a corruption of a Spunish word Zape(or e)lo, I think,
tnich has been corrupted into Sapeloe. Jekyl Island is better known %o the newspaper
profeseion as it is said to be the resort in the winter of considerable of the wealth
of the country. The ovner of Sapeloe is Howard E. Coffin.

uestion: Have you any idea when you will go?

President: Vell, not until after Christmas,

(uestion: Have you any idea how long you will stay, if you go?
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President: I shall probably return here by the lst of January, though I am not
griain about that, If the President is in town he has a public reception here on
Jew Tear's day.

I am reminded of the approach of the holidays by some of my fellow citizens kind-
Iy beginning to send Christmes greetings and remembrances to the White House for Mrs.
lolidge and me.

Senator Shipstead and I talked about the peace treaty that is pending before his
wmittee. I haven't any detailed information relstive to the increase of the capital
siock of the Inland Waterways Corporation. Whatever we thought would be necessary
iom the report of the War Depariment and a study of the Burcau of the Budget would
if course have been included in the regular budget. Whet may have been put in there,
ldon't now recall,

lirs. Coolidge is expecting to go to Northampton tomorrow. It is her present prlan
it return Saturday or Sunday. I don't know that you need to report the day of her
ping end coming. Perhaps you better not. But she is expecting to go this week and
tturn by the 1lst of next week.

The Navy Dept. tells me that they think there wont by eny very serious or extend-
# opposit on to the pending/pvf naval bill, There will be same votes against it and
umg debate opposing it, but not enough to jeopardize its pessage.

Rep. Dallinger spoke to me about en additional house office building end I told
!in that that was so largely & matter for the legislature to determine itself that
liidn't feel I ought to make any specific recommendetion about it, that I should be
#merned very lergely in relation to it by what the Congress might wish. He reported

Wme that under the present arrangement most members of the House have but one room

01774




i

S
ip the office building where they have to keep their force of clerks and stenographers
i where those that might wish to confer with them have to wait while somebody else
i carrying on & conference with the Representative in the same room, so that he thought
{t was Very desirable that every member of the House be provided with two rooms, one

yor his oftice force and waiting room and one for an office where & member might have

|; little more privacy and be able to give better accommodation to those that might wish

ip confer with him on public business.

I haven't any plan about where I shall go after I retire from office. It says
wre that if has been published that I shall return to Northampton immediately. I
pesume that is as good a guess as any one could mske. It would be guite natural that
men I leave Washington I should go back to Northampton. We have some things that
mite naturally I would carry back there. I am glad it has been published because it
illl advertise the town. I am glad to help the press give the town publicity and gled
wdo what I cen to help advertise any other place or possibly any employment that

night be benefited.



Friday, December 21, 1928.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I don't kmow who will be appointed to the Federal Trade Commission. Mr.
lyers has indicated that he wished to resign. He has been taken off the Commission to
wdertake some very important service in the moving picture industry. I am sorry to
lose hims He has been on the Department of Justice staff for a number of years where
he had a&lmost entire charge of prosecutions under the Shermen law, which geve him a
great grasp of the administration and enforcement of that law. It peculiarly gqualified
hin for service on the Federal Trade Commission. I would like to have him stay if it
vere feasible and finish up the investigation thet was ordered by the Senste of the
ower concerns. I don't know whether that will be possible or not, or how much longer
that is going to take. I think I have seen that they had resorted to some court pro-
tedure in relation to the securing of certuin evidence and thet might occasion con~
siderable delay, so that he may not feel that he wishes to stay. The places on the
lommission are sqmewhat difficult to fill and they are difficult to administer. A
member of the Federzl Trade Board is somewhat of an industrial policeman. People that
¢re doing right and obeying the law don't like to be investigated, and those that are
20t obeying it especially object to investigation. I have a good deal of sympathy with'
both of them. I think, however, that they are both Wrong.

We have had some suggestion that the European governments would meke some repre-
sentation to this government relative to American participation in a body of experté to
exemine the cuestion of German reparations, but so far as I know no representation
hes yet been made to us, so that I couldn't meke any decision about it until the rep-

resentation comes and we are able to find out what it involves. We should, of course,
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ok &t any suggestions made in a sympathetic way. At the same time this is almost
arely & European question. In fact, is a European question. And while I don't want
to have this country shirk any duty that it ought to perform I should certainly like
{t if Furopean questions could be adjusted by the Europeans. Now, it may be that they
e not able to do that in this case and we ought to step in and participate. If we
fo that, I hope there will be a little realization in some guarters that this
wuntry doesn't interfere in other countries unless it is obliged to, and that if the
hropeans can't settle their controversy without calling on us for help and we
respond I do not think that in Furopean cuarters we ought to becriticized for making
s like response when we are asked to assist in Central America. I shall want to be
tnvinced toe that if we are asked to have experts participete that there is going to
e an opportunity for the exercise of the judgment of the experts, snd that those who

g0 there representing other governments or those who go from the United States will all

o free to exercise their judgment and not be given instructions beforehand that would

lmper them in exercising their judement. I mean by that that one side ought not to

instruct its experts we can't pay more than so much and the other side ought not to

instruct its experts we can't take less than so much. If they be experts, it meens

they are going to to undertake in their own judgment what can be paid and should be

free to make a judgment of that kind without being hampered beforehand with instructions.
I am expecting to go awsy the first of the week. Some of you I may see on Christ-

ws dzy and some I may not. I want to take this occasion to wish you all a very

ferry Christmas. Perhaps some of you will go with me. I am not certain when I am

toming back. I think it is doubtiul if I shall be back here by the 1st of Jamuary,

30 that I will take this occasion also to wish you a Happy New Year. If I am not

here = I probably shall not be - we wouldn't heve any New Year's reception at the
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pite House. Ve are having the singing of Christmas carcls, so Mrs. Coolidge told
g0 before she went away, on the front porch of the Vhite House, the north portico,

in
o Christmas eve, and the public of course is invited to attend/the north grounds.




REMARKS
by the PRESIDENT to

NEWSPAPER CORRESPONDENTS

January 4, 1929 - Mareh 1, 1929



Newspaper Conference, Friday, January 4, 1929.

THE PRESIDENT: I don't know of any immediate change that is contem-

plated in the office of Collector of Customs at New Orleans.

I had a very pleasant trip to Georgia. That region, like
all of our South Atlentic seaboard, is & wonderfully fine winter
resort. The islands that lie off the coast played a very im-
portant part in the early development of that region. They are
covered with some of the oldest ruins in the United States. Ap=-
parently after the war they became almost deserted -- I mean after
the war of '6l to '65. The former owners went away and did not
come back for years, snd when they did come back they hadn't the
means for carrying out their plans. Many of them had been ran-
sacked and burned during the war. Along the coast of that
region are especially fine places for game -- a great many wild
turkeys, plenty of quail; of course the pheasants there have been
brought inj there are also a great many deer. That part of the
coast has not been known much because there hasn't been trans-
portation to it. ‘"hen the railroads were built they went further

inland because the coast there is low, and the rivers when they

get near the sea broaden out a great deal. There are wide marshes.
So the railroads were built a number of miles inland; and it is
only recently that they have been putting in good highways. Vhat

that region needs especially is good highways. Trensportation is
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always a very important element, and the reason that those islands
developed so was because they were on water and had good transporta-
tion. It was perfectly apparent that there is a great deal of

new life in thet part of Georgia, which I am told is characteristic
of the whole State. Some of the larger Georgia industries have
for many years been active in a business way but have not extended
out in the country much. The meking of better highways down there
is one of the reasons for the general revival of activity throughout

the State.

I am naturally very much pleased with the outcome of the Pan
American Conference on Coneiliation eand Arbitration. They had sev=~
eral difficult problems. It shows & very fine spirit on the part of
all the delegates, reflecting the same sentiment on the part of their
governmments and people that they had been able to reach an agreement
on all points. It was especially fortunate that the Conference
happened to be in session when the difficultybroke out between Bolivia
and Paraguay. I am very much pleased thet that has been adjusted as

part of the work of the Conference.

I am expected to speak again at the Business Conference of the
Government. I think that is set for about Januasry 28th. Do you

recall the exact date, Iir. Senders?
MR. SANDERS: The twenty-ninth.

THE PRESIDENT (continuing): And I am speaking in Florida on
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the first day of February at Winter Park. I am helping to dedi-
cate a singing tower and & bird sanctuary, which is to be presented

to the public for visitation purposes by Edward W, Bok.

I doubt if I shall be able to go to Vincennes, Indiana, when
they have their celebration of the amiversary of the battle there
in which George Rogers Clark commznded the Colonial troops. I pre-
sume the conference will recall that last year we passed a2 bill mak-
ing an appropriation or twelve or fifteen thousand dollars to build

a suitable memorial commemorating thst event.

QUERY: VWhen you go to Florida, Mr. President, is it your in-

tention to stay any length of time?

THE PRESIDENT: ©No, I shall return at once. I haven't time

to stay at all.
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Tuesday, January 8, 1929.

Report of the Newspeper Conference.

I have been approached by some of the individuals in the City of Wash-
ington who are managing the collections for the Community Chest, Frederick A.
Delano, Charles J. Bell and John Poole. Their problem has been what the Depart-
ments could do to cooperate with them in the way of getting contributions from
people employed in the various Depertments, The enly enterprise that we have
permitted to do anything in the way of solicitation in the Departments has been
the Salvation Army - it was permitted to have stands - and the Red Cross.
Really, the Red Cross has been the only charity that has been permitted to meke
direct gsolicitations. The Salvation Army has been granted the privilege of
gtanding at the exits and entrances with baskets or something of that kind for
receiving donations., We have determined that the chief clerks or some one of
that nature will be permitted to distribute envelopes eamong the employees and
that some one representing the community chest may be stationed &t the exit to
receive those envelopes when the employees pass in and out. That is & method
which has been adopted in some parts of the country by industrial establishments
end we are going to permit it to be done in behalf of the Community Chest of
Washington.

Guestion: Is that for any one dey or period?

President: No, not for any special day. Such time, I suppose, as it
may be necessary to do it.

I haven't & great amount of information concerning the business sit-
uation, but I was advised this morning by the Department of Commerce that the

last six months, according to their reports, was better than the first six months
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of the year 1928 and was up to the standard of 1927. 5So far as they can determine
present conditions in business throughout the country are good and the prospect
for the immediate future seems to be &s good as usual.

Mr. Collier was in yesterday, Barron Collier, and left with me a nicely
bound little book on the subject of how his business -- I assume that he gave a copy
of that to the press, so that they have it.

The appropriation bills, I am advised by the members of the Cabinet,and
eppropriations are going on all right. The hearings are being expedited and the
bills are being passed expeditiously. The financial situstion is such that of
course we have got to look with great care on all proposals for immediate expend-
itures of money end with great care on the appropriation bills, There are some
bills pending that will call for an expenditure of money which are necessary. Those
we shall have to take cere of in some way. Anythine that isn't & pressing neces-
eity ought to be put off until next year, when we will have had the tax returns

on income fdr 1928 and we wi 1 know better what the condition of the Treasury is.
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Friday, January 11, 1928,

Repcrt of the Newspaper Conference,

I don't seem to have any recollection of the name of Charles W. Lane of
Beltimore in comnection with the District of Columbie Supreme Court judgeship.

It is possible that the neme has gone over my desk and been referred in the
regular course to the Dept. of Justice for investigation and recommendation.
I don't remember that name.

There hasn't anything new developed relative to the German reparetions prob-
lem. I presume the conference has in mind what the situation ig; that the
European governments that are interested, including Germany, would like to secure
the services of two imericans to join with the experts that are to be appointed
by the Buropean govermments, and we have reported to the European governments that
our Government has no objection to their taking that course., It zlso needs to be
kept in mind that it is the European govermments that are making the appointments
end meking the selections. I think, as I indicsted once before, I would be more
pleased if the European governments would settle that question themselves, but
if they feel that they need assistance of some Americans I don't think it vould be
becoming on the part of our Government to say that the people here that are will=
ing to serve should not be permitted to do so, or rather that our Goverrment
wouldn't give its consent to their doing so. The last body of experts that was
headed by General Dawes worked out what hes proven to be an acceptable plen, and
in its operation has been successful, so that I judge that one of the main things
that is left to be considered is the final amount that Germany is tc pey. If it is
found thut they could go on paying 2,500,000,000 marks, which is about #$625,000,000
& year, them the only question to consider wo.ld be how long they ought to keep on
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is another question, and it is for the purpose of deciding what would seem to be
fair between Germeny, considering ite ability, and the Eurcpeen countries that
ere interested on the other side, including Japan and the trifling amount that
is due us comparatively, that this body of experts will be brought together. Ve
are returning, as you will recall, the privete property of the German nstionals
that we held as security for the payment due us as our bill for the Army of
Occupation, which is some $200,000,000, and whatever may be found to be due by
the Germen Claims Commission for demeges which accrued to our citizens in the esarly
part of the war, I think before we went into the war. Those two together are not
very large sums, so that the amount due us is not large. That, houever, would not
be & matter that would be considered by a commission of experts - the amount of our
bill. If there is anything to be done about that at this conference it would be
done through our regular diplometic repeesentative, probablye &%, though there are
fmericens on the committee of experts, they do not represent the Govermment of the
United States.

I have had an invitation from Dr. Hamilton Holt of Rollins College, at Winter
Park, Fla., to visit the college while I an in Florida. I think I made the mistake
the other day in speaking of my trip to Florida of saying that the dedication of
the Sanctuary and the Singing Tower wes to take place at Winter Park. Thet is
located at Mountain Luke and the college is &t Winter Park. They are some 30 miles,
perhaps a little more, apart. I am considering making a visit to Rollins College,
but I have some doubt as to whether I will be able to give the time to it. I did
have in mind when I accepted Mr. Bok's invitation that the college and the Sanctuery

were in the same town, but I find I am 30 or 40 miles out of the way about that.

(01785



e
So I am considering Dr. Holt's invitation. He has invited me down there several
times. I very much wanted to go. He came here when he was about to be inaugurated
with some prominent writer. Do you remember who that was, Mr. Clark?
Mr. Clark: No, I don't.
President: t wasn't McCutcheon. Well, it is some ecually good writer, I

son't say reporter.




Report of the Newspeaper Uonference,
Tuesday, January 15, 1929.

I know that there is some legislation pending relative to incresses

in pay, said to correct injustices and inequelities that have resulted under the
last pay incresse. One way to correct it is, I suppose, to reduce the people
thet have had too much. I don't know thet any one is suggesting that that should

be dene. The usuel co.rse is to work in the other direction and increase those

that think they have not received emough. If there are any real injustices and

| inequelities that ought to be adjusted, I should give that very careful con=-
sideration. I am somewhsat doubtful sbout the existence of anything that bordered
| on injustice, and of course I am not in favor of eny large increases in pay.
Everybody had their pay increased last Jear. I started out by finally agreeing
to 14,000,000, then they came back and wanted 18,000,000, then they boosted it

up to 322,000,000 or $2%,000,000. I didn't feel like vetoing the bill. If the

| comiittees had taken the advice that was given them by people that were qualified
to give advice they wouldn't have found they had legislated in a way to give any
one an opportunity to think there was injustice. They didn't do that. I have
noticed in the press that I was reported as being in favor of this legislation,
I don't know of enything I have said that indicated I was favorable to it or un-
favorable. I am not in favor of any sweeping increases in saleries, because we
have recently granted very large incresses in pay, much larger than I wanted to
grant, but if there are some trifling matters that ought to be edjusted I should
probably take the opinion of the Congress on that.

There is further legislation pending, I think, to increase the amount that is
to be paid on retirement., A bill has just been passed for that purpose which went

as far as I thought we ought to go. We might very well let thet act go into op-
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eration and find out from experience how it worked. I felt it was sufficiently
liberal in its provisions. I don't know of any reason for legislating on that
subject. Of course, what I say in relation to both these bills is in a tentative
nature, simply expressing the opinion that I have, with the understanding that when
the legislation comes to me I will take it up and try and decide it on its merits.
Concerning the retirement bill, I feel rather more certain than I do about the
pay bill. I am certain a retirement bill isn't necded at this time.

I don't think there is anything further that I could say relative to the oues-
tion of Germen reparations. I tried to indieste what the situation was at the last
conference, so that the press might comment on it with an understanding of whet I
thought the real situation was. The Americans are to be appointed by the foreign
countries, but I do not know whom they are going to eproint. . VWhen they meke their
appointments, I suprose they will be the ones that will meke the ennouncement.
ind I have no information as to when the appointments are to be made. I have seen
several names suggested, but I have no information concerning them other than what
has been in the press. And I have no information ss to the future course of Mr,
Gilbert. He is the Agent of the Reparations Commission, not the Agent of the United
States or its Government in eny way. If he was to be indicating any expectation
of what course he might pursue, of course he would indicate it to the people under
whom he is serving, and not to us.

I think it is likely that the Sencte will reach & vote on the treaty very soon.
It is an especially important subject. In feect, I don't know of anything that hes
come before the Senste while I have been President that is of greater importance

than this treaty. It would do more than anything else of which I know to stabilize
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and give expression to the peace sentiment of the world and greatly increase the
probability of permanent peace. It would be & very complete answer on our part to
the criticism that our country is sometimes under, especially to any suggestion
that we had eny motives of aggression touard any other country. I think the Senste
understands the situation very well ané that they want to ratify the treaty and are
especially desirous of avoiding zny action on the part of the Senate that could be
interpreted either here or abroad as varying the terms of the treaty by making any
emendments or reservations in relation to it. 4And with that situation before the
Senate and before the country, I feel cuite certsin thet the Senate will act fav-

orably on it.



Friday, January 18, 1929,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I do not recall that any report has come to me from the Tariff Commission
1its investigetion of milk and cream, Do you recall any such, Mr. Sanders?

Mr. Sanders: I don't think it has.

| President: When it does come, 2ll I can say is that it will be disposed of
1 the regular course of business.

lr. and Mrs. Hoover are dining with lirs. Coolidge and me tonight.

I have been invited to the 25th anniversary of Dr. Abram Simon of Wash-
tgton, It is 25 years since he assumed leadership of the Weshington Hebrew Congre-
ition. He is being tendered a dinner on Jamuary 26th. I have thaet under con-
dderation. I don't know whether I can £0 or not. I have a very high regard for

#, Simon. I think he served here on the School Committee &nd is regarded es a very

fmful citizen.
|

I was naturally pleased that the peace treasty was ratified. As I seid at
;m last conference, the indications vere that it would be retified all right, and
Lthink the importence of the treaty will grow among the peoile as it goes into op-
fation. 12 or 15 nations have already adhered to it. I think curs weas the first

4tion of those which signed it which has ratified it.
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Tuesday, Jenuary 22, 1929,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I am advised that there is a proposal on foot to celebrate at Kansas
City the 75th anriversary of the Republicen Party. I think there are several
places that cleim to be the birthplace of the party, one in Michigen,I think
Jackson, snd one in Wisconsin, Ripon. 3But I believe that while they don't
agree on the place they agree on the year. Of course, they don't agree on the
exact date. Without underteking to determine - perhaps it couldn't very well
be determined just where the party first came into existence, I would of course
look with approval on a sugrestion to celebrate the anniversary of the party,
especially the 7bth anniversery.

I haven't had eny report for some time from the Budget or the Treas-
ury relative to the prospects of & surplus on the 30th of June, next. It is
represented to me here that there is a deficit thus far of $375,000,000. I
imagine that that comes about by reason of our expenditures for the half year

and for the reason that the income that is to be peid in on the 15th of March
and the 15th of June has not yet been received. You see, there will be a very
large income coming in on thc 15th of June and the expenditures of that would
only go on to the 16 days, so that it would be cuite natural that at this time
or at any time as you ere approaching the season for a quarterly payment that
you would have a deficit which would be wiped out when the quarterly payment
comes in. I expect it will be possible, of course, to finish the yeer without
any deficit, and I shall make every effort to leave the Tressury in such con-
dition when I go out of office that that can be accomplished. I shall take

into considerstion that fact in apprOﬂi?g eppropriations to be mede and bills
el
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that call for additional payments of money during the present fiscal year. But
it is true that the mergin is very small and great care will have to be exer-
clsed in order to prevent a deficit at the end of this year, the 30th of next
June.

I haven't reached any finel conclusion about the membership of the
hedio Commission., I knew that their terms expire the latter part of next month,
There is only one member of the Commission, and thet is Mr. Celdwell, who has
indicated he wishes to retire. I assume that the others would be willing to re-
main on the Commission, especially because their active duties would cesse and,
&8 I understand it, they would only be called into session to determine some
specific question.

4nd it is never possible to make much of a determination in advance of
what the action of the Senate will be relative to the time of securing a vote
on eny question that is pending there. Oftentimes it looks as though there would
be & long debate and it is determined within an hour. Sometimes it is apparent
that a vote will be reached very soon and something comes up that mekes the
question drag along for weeks, But the Senste has a way of reaching a vote when
it wants to and I have no doubt that that will be the result on the cruiser bill.
It looked &t one time, you will recall, as though there might be & very extended
debate on the peace treaty, but all st once the Senste agreed and were eble to take
& vote on it. Very likely, the same result will occur in relation to the cruiser
bill,

If any one wents to pursue the matter of the origin of the Republican

Party, I think they might get some information from the Encyclopedis Bxifzmx
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Americana.

I don't recall that I made any recommendation about radio legisluation.
in my Message, to go back to that, and so I am not pressing for legislation of
that kind now. I do think, though, that it might be well to extend for snother
year the administrative functions of the Federal Radio Commission, but that is
entirely an offhand opinion. It is not a question concerning which I have any
more definite information than most of the members of the Conference.

It is very doubtful if I could go to Vincennes, Indisna, on the 25th of
February to celebrate the 150th anniversary of the capture of Fort Sackville by
General George Rogers Clarke. I have been interested in that celebration and
recommended to the Congress an appropriation for it, which was adopted.

I heven't come to any final decision about the vacancy on the Supreme
Court of the District of Columbia, but the facancy ought to be filled, and I em
going to take it up with the Department of Justice to see if & final settlement

of it cen not be reached.
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Friday, Jamuary 25, 1929,

Report of the Newspeper Conference.
I made my recommendation in my Message about the cruiser bill. If any one
kﬁs to see my views in relation to it in extended form they will find them there.
irecommended that the time limit that was in the bill should be taken out. OF course,
it is not because I don't want to build the cruisers and build them right away, but
idon't think it is good law in relation to the budget. The experts can not see in
dence just whet our income is going to be and what commitments therefore ought to
rmade. I have considerable doubt whether Congress can. I say that with the feel=-
% that if we hsd & plentiful supply of money I shouldn't object to having a good deal
{money expended on cruisers right away. One reason for not undertaeking to build

#m &ll &t once, I mean 2ll in one year, would be the cuestion of replacements.

twouldn't be & good finencisl arrangement to have & large part of our cruiser fleet

woming obsolete at the same time. It would be better to have it maturing, if you

t to stute it that way, part of it at a time, in order that it may be more
memically replaced,
So far as I know it is & very good idee of the Interstate Commerce Comuission
Wdirect Commissioner Porter to prepare a plan for the unification of railrosds.
e law required that of the Commission ever since I have been President. I suppose

ey have done something about it, but they have also recommended nearly each year that

&t part of the law be repealed. One of the troubles with the Interstate Commerce

mmission is to my mind the difficulty of getting any action out of it. The United

lstes Government had a very sorry experience in that respect. There was pending

fore the board & case to fix the amourt which would be paid for the transportation
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Jufthe United States mails. It took three ycars to determine it and when it was
‘fﬂmlly determined we were told that we owed the railroads 445,000,000 for previous
{guvices. Of course, I have refused torecognize the vzlidity of a decision of that
jkhﬂ and have refused to make payment. I suppose it will go to the Court of Claims
ftnbe decided whether the Commission has the right to make a retroactive finding.

he question wouldn't have arisen if there had been & decision mede within what seems
jtome is a reasonable time. While I think on the whole we have a good Commission

|mﬂ they function very well, I think their position would te greatly strengthened

|um their services would be of much grester value if they could make = decision
imomptly and expeditiously.
i Press men: We never had the veluation of railroads yet, have we?
President: Well, they never can have that. They might just as well hunt
for & will-o-the-wisp., I think that is seid to have cost about #$100,000,000, and of
|wurse it can never be completed because as soon as one phase of it is completed why
]ﬁ is necessary to go back and complete some other phase. I think the Commission has
|Mne as well as they could on that. Then as soon as it began to turn out that the
!woponents of yaluation had been wrong, of course the proponents didn't press for it,
imﬂ.nobody else was greatly interested in it. Now, I suppose the Commission will say
f in answer to all these things that they couldn't make their decisions faster because

they didn't have a larger force to spend more money. Thet is the standard reply of

tny department, If I ask them to buy paper or pins they alweys send back word that
|
|
fthey have known for a long period of years they heve been in need of paper and pins,

tut the budget has prevented their having them,

I haven't seen just whaut suggestion Senator Borah has made relative to an

(01795




-

5.

gternational conference to codify maritime law, particularly the laws of gea water.

jan of the offhand impression that that would be theoretically a fine thing to do.

s a practical matter I wonder just what chance there would ever be to get any Senate
|

o ratify a codification of any kind of laws. I think any one that knows our Sensate

mows thet such a ratification would be impossible. The meritime laws relative to ses

rfare, of course relate almost entirely to the rights of neutrsls in time of war,

nd &1l the developments of the last war would seem to indicate that in future war

|
mutrals are probubly not going to be accorded much of any right. Whether anything

wld be done by international agreement to clerify that or not, I don't know. It

s & matter that I have thought of some and telked over some with the State Depart-
i

#nt. There never has seemed to be any time that it was feasible to call & con-

Ikmnce on it. We have some work progressing in the Pan Americen Conference for the
hﬁfication of international law, and I think thet is going on very well. But the
lﬂﬂﬁculty about thet will be in ever securing epproval of it by the Senate.
} I eam appointing Brigadier General Charles H. Bridges to be The Adjutant
eneral with the rank of Major General of cuurse, and I am sppointing Colonel Archi-
itld Campbell to be the Assistant Adjutant General with the rank of Brigadicr General.
| A delegation came in,yesterday I thirnk it was, to invite me to go to
lincermes. I don't see at the present time how it would be possible for me to g0,

I am expecting to attend the George Washington University celebration on
e 22nd of February, where I may make a short address, and where Mrs. Coolidge and
lhave been invited to attend. I think they are proposing to confer a degree upon
f&.Coolidge and me, and we are intending to go.

Mr. Sanders: They are commencemcnt exercises.

President: Yes, commencement exercises.
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Tuesdsy, Jenuary 29, 1929.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Mr. Sanders has compiled & report showing that during 1928 I made about 20

iresses and Messages to the Congress. I think th:t is 2 more than 1927, isn't it,

, Sanders?

Mr, Sanders: About the same.

President: It is too many, but it indicetes something of the pressure that

AePresident is under constantly to meke efforts of that kind.

Question: Do you mind giving us an indication of how many invitations you

Lw refused?
President: I wouldn't have any idea about that. A very great many.

Another member of the Radio Commission, Sam Pickard, has resigned. He has

&opportunity to go into private business in the radio field and having finished up

e work comparatively, speaking of the Commission, he wanted to retire from the

|
jhwrnment service to take up some private employment.

} I have here quite & long series of questions relative to further disarmament
|

mnferences, The only action that our Government is taking at the present time in

Ielation to that subject is to prepare certain persons to attend the Preparatory Con-

Ihmnce that is to be held in April under the League of Nations at Geneva, so that in

{#se the next administration desires to send some one there will be some one that is

f

jrepared to go. Of course, I don't happen to huve any indication as to any plans of

the next administration relative to any conference to consider the rights of neutrals

In time of war. fThat is & subject that might well be studied and on which & confermnce

Tery likely could make some desirable recommendations. As I indicated the other day,
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khe practical difficulty would be to get an agreement of that nature approved, I in-
jicated in my Message to the Congress, and I have indicated in severeal public adcresses,
-t eny action that could possible be foreseen by a future limitation of arms con-
jerence would not have any bearing on the question of the adoption of the present

iuiser bill, for the reason that its adoption would leave us well within the tonnage
het could possibly be adopted as a limit in a future conference. We have at the

|resent time 10 cruisers - they are called 7500, as & matter of ract they are about

00 ~ which gives us 66,000 tons. We are starting to build 8 more which are 10,000

on cruisers. YWe have 22 old cruisers, all of them more than 20 years old, some of

tiem in excess of 10,000 tons. Most of them I think are smaller. While it isn't
lccessary to put those all out of commission at the present time, there are many naval
services for which they are perfectly adaptable, it is necessary to build to replace
them in order to have ships that would be real fighting units. A4s fighting units, those
tld ships a«re outclassed by the newer construction and they need to be replaced., That
ls the reason thet I have favored a building progream at this time, so that while I

levor & limitation of armaments I don't see that that question has any relation to our

wilding program, because any limitation that would be put on would certainly be large

tmough to include this progrem, anda from any information thet we have now it would be

Ilarge enough to include a considerable larger building program than we are proposing.

|

ldo not think, as I have already indicated, thet it is helpful to have & time limit

mt in the bill. That ought to be taken out. And I think every one ought to under-

lstend thet our Government is proposing to build these ships beocause it feels that it

les need of the ships, and if the bill passes with the time limit out I should expect

’imediately to transmit to Congress a budget recomuendation for immediztely beginning
|hu11ding operations,
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Nothing further has developed relative to the District of Columbia Jjudgeship.

I asked Senstor Phipps and Senator Watermen to come in and talk with me sbout
e District Attorneyship in Colorado. I had a very agreeable conference with them.
{think we shall soon reach an agreement in relstion to it.

I am transmitting to the Senate the report of the Secretary of State and
ihe Secretary of Agriculture and the Interstaie Commerce Commission in response to a

rsolution of last May requesting an investigation of the factors which are contribut-

ing to the diversion' of commerce from the ports of the United Statesto Canadian ports,
'md practical remedies for preventing such diversion. I am slso transmitting a
P@arate report of the United States Shipping Board in response to the same resolution.

I was very much pleased with the business meeting of the Government we had

‘Mst evening. 1 thought that perhaps on account of the hour and the fact that this
|ms the end of my administration there might not be the interest in the budget meet-
ing that has usually characterized those occasions. But I found when I came to at-

|
tend the meeting that the hall was filled with people. I think 211 the seating cap-

|wity was exhausted and some of the standing room, and there was no lack of continued

|Mterest in the important subjects that are discussed st a meeting of that kind.
|
|lem alweys a little embarrassed in making my budget address, because it is necessarily
|arecord of what has been done under my administration, and while I understand and

(tspecially tried to indicate last night that & great amount of the credit for it lies

'vith the people that are in the Government gservice, it sometimes has the implication

iﬂ undertaking to spesk exclusively of my own accomplishments. When I came to sum

|np the results that we have secured under the budget, I was very much gratified with

|their Tavorable character. But it is necessary to stress, as I did somewhet last

night, that we can not relincuish our efforts. There are a large number of bills
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ﬂﬂing before Congress at the present time, that if passed and approved so that they
geeme law would land us in &« deficit, and it is of course necessary for the Congress
jkeep that in mind in making their decisions on pending measures. I should be glad

y cooperate with them as effectively as I can to that end.
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Februery b, 1929.

Report of the Newspaper Confercnce.

Nothing special has developed in relation to the Judgeship of the Dis-
trict of Columbia, with the possible exception of the eliminetion of one or two
nimes that have been suggested.

I don't know just what is contzined in the present bill relstive to voca=
tional education which has passed the house. Therec was & pill there that was con-
siderably more ambitious than what I felt such a bill ought to be, but I understood
that this bill has been much reduced in its proportions and if that is true I presume
I would have no serious objection to it. We are already doing a considerable amount
in that direction - I feel about &ll that we ought to do. But if some small addition
is proposed to be made, I presume I would not oppose it.

Wie have been meking studies from time to time both in the War Dept. and the
| lavy Dept. to see if something could not be done relative to the promotion problem,
o very good plan has ever been presented to me. ‘here was a plen presented that
' provided for buying people off,virtuslly hiring them to resign I think, under which
Isome men would get as much &s$16,000 or 18,000, That didn't seem to be practical
| to me. If same method cen be worked out, I should be glad to see it done. But I
| haven't seen any plan up to the present time that seemed to be feasible.

I don't know what will be done about the cruiser bill, of course. I am

!not in favor of the bill in its present form. I don't want to be understood as saying
| positively that I will veto it. I have to sicn a good many bills that I think on the
whole are more favorable than unfavorable, and I can't sey what will be done about

eppropristions. I think that some confusion has arisen in the mind of the Senate in
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iminking that a proposal to teke out the time limit is a proposal not to begin build=-
ing. That wasn't my position at all. I am in favor of paseing a bill with the time
limit out &nd in favor of meking an eppropriastion on such a bill, I den't say what
lam in favor of doing with the time limit in, but with the time limit out I am in
favor of starting construction work at once. 7That could have been done some time ago.
the bill could have been passed any time up there in two hours, if they had been will-
ing to take the time limit out, in my opinion.

Question: Could you say how meny ships there would be in the first yesr's
program?

President: That, I haven't decided on. I should like to begin the con=-
struction of a very substantial mumber, and if the time limit hsad been talen out the o
¥ill would have been passed, I think, long ago and appropriations would now be under
¥vay. Whether under the present method of eppropriastions there will ever be a bill or
eny appropriations, I wouldn't went to venture to prophesy.

I haven't given any attention to the resumption of lootball games between
ime Army and Navy and Marine Corps and the Coast Guard. There wouldn't be &n op~
portunity for anything tc¢ be done about thet during my administration. I heve ex-
pected that sooner o. later the Army and Navy would resume their games, but it is so
mch & matier for voluntary action on the part of the student bodies concerned thet
I have never felt like ordering anybody to play football or suggesting that they ought
'not te play, if they wanted tc play in & reasonable kind of & WaY .

Of course, I have no judgment that is better than that of any one else as
|
' to the effect of the continued increase of expenditures by local governments on the

Jprosperity of the country. I indicated in my last budget meeting address that I

01802

|
e


http://bj.ll

-

e

thought it constituted a real danger. Nor could I hazard any guess as to whether
the danger will be averted. It can be, but whether it wil! be or not, I don'tknow.
The trouble with those things is that they go on and nobody does anything about them
until they have done a great deal of injury. Vhen it is too late to avert the
injury the only thing thet can ve done is to make drastic reductions that will af-
ford a future remedy. 'The postal receipts for the month of Jamuary showed something
over 3 per cent increase over Janusry of a year sgo.

I haven't eny additional information concerning the cuestion of repuara=
tions., That, of course, will be for the interested parties to decide. Our interest
s very small compared with th:t of other countries, Mr. Young and Mr. Morgen, of
tourge, do not represent our Govermment. They are called in &8s experts to assist the
other experts. I should prefer that some of the governments interested furnish the
thairmen, but that is not for our Covernment to say. It is for the experts from each
country themselves to decide and it is for the experts to determine, of course, what
uestions they want to discuss. If they desire to discuss the European debts that are
tue to this country, I don't kmow of any way thet we could prevent it. Our Government,
would not, however, feel that any such discussion wes binding on it in any way. I
tuppose the main question for them to decide is how nmch Germany can pay. I don't see
that that has any relation to the amount of money that some other govermment may be
wing us. |

I hed a very pleasant trip to Floride, &s you know. One of those incidents
sccurred that sometimes occurs when the President makes sn address. I think I referred

in my address to nightingales. Some newspaper writer wishing to set me right sbout

that sald that there were no nightingales in Florida. I suppose there are no native
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jhtingeales there, but my suggestion was correct, and Mr. Bok has imported & large
gber and they are located about the tower, so that I supjose, as I said, that their
g will mingle with the music of the bells,

I had ancther curious incident of a newspaper setting me right, when I made
qaddress at Williiams College. At the time they brought back and reposed in the new
zpel there a1l that was mortal of Colonel Ephraim Willisms the founder of the college.
;had been killed in the lf'rench end Indian War over in the edge of New York and of
uree in thet conflict he fought wrder the British Flag, and the college authorities
imght therefore it would be appropriate on that occasion to display a copy of the
itish Flag as it was when he fought under it. It hung there over the remains. In
i course of my remarks I referred to the fact that he lay there under the flag under
tich he had fought. Some newspazper called me to account for that and said that of

nrse I ought to know the Stars and Stripes had not been adopted at that time.




Friday, February 8, 1929.

Heport of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't chenged my attitude toward the cruiser bill. It is the same as
thet which I have already disclosed to the conference.

I heve been = constant advocate of the sale of the U. S. Shipping Board
ships. I don't mean by that that I have sufficient information so that I would
want to express any final opinion as to the sdequacy of the bid thet has been re-
ceived for the ships of the North Atlantic usually referred to, I think, as the
United States Lines, but I was very much impressed with the fact that some people
had offered to teke them with substantislly no payment and another concern has
offered a very substantizl sum, whicr#mme me the impression that the substantial
sum was probably fairly adequate.

I don't think the United States is qualified any way to go into the ship-
ping business. It certainly can't pursue eny business cof any kind or description
with any success, if any time it proposes to take any action it results in an
investigation by one house or the other of the Congress. If the business of the
United States Shipping Board is going to be trensacted, it will have to be trans-
acted by those who are responsible for it, rather than through investigations
of those who have no responsibility in relation to it.

I haven't any time set at present for going to Northampton or any certzinty
sbout going there. The health of Mrs. Coolidge's mother is such that we may be
called there at any time.

I don't recall any particular discussion that was had at the breakfast

that I gave at the White House this mornTE§F _A breakfast of that kind, of course,
IS
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is & private matter, so much so that I think a newus reporter ought to take with
& great deel of hesitation the report of any one so lacking in discretion that
he would undertake to mske any statement about what took place. The only thing
that I recall is a discuusion I hed with Dr. Pierce, my pastor, who told me of
the success he was meeting with moving pictures thet he is having at the church,
thet it was bringing in quite 2 large number of people that it was very desirable
to reach, snd that he was meeting with very pleasing success in preaching.

I do not contemplate any trips to foreign countries after the 4th of March.
I think I have been invited to go to different foreign countries. I don't know
Just which ones. I think severzl South American countries with whose representa-
tives and citizens I have happened to come in contact have expressed to me a
desire to have me visit their countries,

Wow that I am thinking of that, I recall especially the delesation that was
in the other day from the Argentine, a delegation of 15 or 20 people, and the man
who had charge of presenting them to me expressed a very ardent desire that I
should visit that country, and hoped I might come in the immediate future. But
I have no plans for anything of that kind. I always tell people that I have so
many places still to go to in the United States that I don't know when those will
be s0 much exhausted that I will arrive at a time when I can visit other countries.

There isn't any further development about the District Court judgeship.

I think I have already said that I thought we had gone as far as we ought at
this time relative to the retirement of Federal employees.

The George Washington University is to have lirs. Coolidge and me at their Com~
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mencement on the 22nd. I think I stated at & previous conference that they had of-
fered to give me a degree and also offered to give Mrs. Coolidge a degree, which
both of us are pleased to accept.
Guestion: Will you deliver an address?
President: Yes, I am prepering a short sddress, which is as near as I can
get to something that is apprupriate for Washington's birthday and for delivery

before an educational body.




Tuesday, February 12, 1929,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

I haven't made any final decision about the cruiser bill. I have been
eving the Bureau oI the Budget investigate the emount of money that it would be
secessary o appropricte under it and they think that the immediate appropriation
wuld be about 45,000,000 to 450,000,000 to put it into operation for the fiscal
jear that ends June 30, 1929 and the coming fiscal year that ends June 40, 1930. TFor
this present fiscal year the amount would be very smell, The main appropriation
tould be required for the next fiscal year.

I had hoped, as I think I have already indicated, that it would be possible
for the experts conference on reparations now sitting in Paris to agree on some mem-
‘ber other than a citizen of the United States for their Chairman. It did not seem
possible for them to do that, so that of course I indicated to Mr. Young that he and
Ir. Morgan were to use their discretion about lir. Young accepting the cheirmanship.

[ understand he has done so. That seemcd to be neces ary. It wouldn't be of any value
Just to permit citizens of the United States to go over there to help unless their help
s to be of such & nature as would be effective. While I would have preferred to have
enother person than & citizen of the United States Chairman, it seemed to be best under
the circumstances for Ir. Young to serve.

I haven't any information relative to the agreement that has been reached
between the Vatican and the Italian Govermment, other than what I have seen in the
Iheadlines of the press. I don't understsnd that it is a matter that requires any action

:of any kind on the part of wur Government,
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I expect to leave Washington on the afternoon of the 4th of March end shall be

wded for Northampton. I don't know whether we can leave early enough to reach North-

pton that night. 4s I have explained before, the very critical condition of Mrs.

wihue makes it necessary for Mrs. Coolidge to go to her bedside.

I am having rather more trouble in getting out of the White House then I had

1getting in.Thereis a very large accumlation of things that a President acquires while

¢ is in the White House. Most of them are of no intrinsic value, other than the fact

1zt they have been associzted with the residence of the President in the White House

br some considerable time. It makes me desire to keep them. The packing of them up is

1good deal of an operation, I think we have already reached something like over 150

nxes.

You know Mrs. Coolidge and I are very much interested in the Clarke School.

be was there for two years before she wes married, I am one of the trustees and we

4ve been assisting in an effort to raise an endowment fund of 42,000,000 for it, to

itich liberal subscriptions have already been made, and I think we shall be successful

w reaching that amount. It occurs to me that the confersnce can help & little on that

f it is dipposed to in this way. I have recently hazd a bookplate made which goes into

mch books &s I have, and there are quite & number of people that collect bookplates.
{ have arranged with the people that make the bookplate that they will furnish one of
ihem to any ome who wants to make a contribution of $5.00 to the Clarke School, and such
jersons &s have been approached on that subject, th.se that have written in for & book-

slate, have been very generous in their response and have indicated a great satisfaction

|
]m gsecuring a bookplate in that way,

| 01809
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| Question: Do you know the amount that is still remeining to be raised?

i President: No. Ve have over §1,500,000,. I think the amount has now reached
#tween $1,500,000 and #1,600,000.

Nothing further has developed relative to the District Court, District of
jolumbia,

I think that I shall be ready to decide the matter of the cruiser bill within
s day or two.

I haven't scen the Capper resolution relative to giving the President au=-
thority to put an embargo on the sale of arms. Such comment &s I have seen on it indi=-
cates that it may go somewhat farther than I would think it wes wise to £0. The
fresident already has power to embargo arms and ammunition against the western hemi-
sphere when there are domestic disturbances within any of the nations, and against any
other country where we have extra-territorizl jurisdiction. We have that in China, for
instence, and formerly had it in Turkey, but I think that has been eliminated. I think
that something of that nature might be helpful. It would be extended, of ccurse, to
include cases where there was not only a domestic disturbance, but where there was
international conflict. There has been & bill in the Congress by which it was proposed
to enact & law absolutely prohibiting in the future any export of arme snd emmunition
to any country or countries that were at war. There are some objections to that. The
smeller nations that do not make arms =nd munitions would feel that that would be &
hendicep on them. If they wer. at war with some cther country, they couldn't secure
arms and munitions, end the country thut manufactured srms snd munitions could secure

them. I would look with sympathy on a proposel of that kind as far us the principle is
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wolved, but I should want to have the details of it cerefully investigated vefore

Jring any specific commitments in relastion to it.




Friday, February 15, 1929.

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Within two or three weeks I conferred with some of the Senators relative to

ilroad consolidation legislation, They thought st that time it might be possible to
geure the passage of a bill at this session, I do not think that leter developments
vé been very encoursging, but such legislation is not impossible.

I have & telegram from Mayor Nichols of Boston urging congtruction of one
f the new cruisers at the Navy Yard &t Boston, I think every time there is any naval
porstruction work to be done that each of the navy yards in the United States sends
Lwd to the Department and the President, and oftentimes their delegation weits on the
lepartment, and urges that the work be done in their yard. All thet I can say to any
if those is that we will try and have the work done where it seems to be most ad-
ntaceous to the country and the Navy, end also do anything we can to assist any
bcality. Navy yards, you know, really ought to be for the benefit of the Navy and
the country. Yet, they are generally considered to be for the benefit of the locality
in which they are located.
I had & cell from Representative McLeod this morning. He has been very much
interested in Congressionzl reapportionment. He is & very enterprising Representative

tnd T hope the press will give him all the credit and all the publicity that it can.

I haven't had & report yet on the matter of making the Samoa Islands part

|

lﬁ the United States territory. 7“here have been suggestions of that nature from time
(to time, but I should want to have a very cereful investigation made to see just what

ts involved in the proposal before meking & final decision on it.,

0812




2

I am having some investigations made relative to the immigretion quotas
mder the national origins measure. The investigations that were made a year ago were
wt very satisfactory and for {that reason the provisions of the law ought to be
wrefully considered. I doubt if I shall have sufficient inform: tion before me on which
to act before the 4th of March, but the information will be available in season for my
mecessor to take such action as he may wish,

Studies are also being made relative to internstional avietion. In 3219 1
think at Paris, and I am of the impression ss a part of the treaty of Versailles, some

international regulations were agreed to. Some have thought that it would be well just
to adopt treaty provisions like those included in the Versailles treaty. I had thought
been

(that such action would probebly be wise and have/&dvised by the Department of Commerce

that they feel th&t further studies should be made of that question before final de-

tision, so that I should znswer this question relative to flights over the Panams

fone as requiring further study before final decision is mede about it. At the present

not

time it has been our pclicy/to permit flights of foreign airplanes over the Canal Zone.
I understood from the conference that I had yesterday morning with several

nembers of the Senate and the House, including Senstor Hale, that they did not wish

for any money to start building cruisers in the present fiscal year., It really makes

little difference whether some cruisers are started in Jure of 1929 and some in June of

1930, or whether some are started in September of 1929 and September of 1930, I sent

'up an emount of appropriation under the budget which I understood was satisfactory to

:the Navy Dept. It was in accordance with one of the plans they h:d worked out and sub-

mitted to the Bureau of the Budget and would bring the navel construction program for

|
'this year up to about 50,000,000, next year I think up to about 90,000,000, and so on
until the program is finished. 01813



! Tuesdsy, Februsry 19, 1929.

feport of the Newspaper Conference.

I am having the Civil Service Commission put into furm the recomnendations
that were made by the special comuittee of the Cabinet relative to veteran's
preference, so that 1 think I may be able to issue an order relative to that with-
in a few days.

I haven't made any arrangements sbout any occupation after I get out of the

Presidential office. Quite a rumber of people have suggested different lines

of employment that I might undertake. Several have talked with me about writing
syndicated articles. I have told them all that I wesn't in & position to make
any decision sbout it at the present time, That of course is a very fine field,
but I have a good deal of hesitancy about binding myself to any regular produc-
tion. It may be that when I leave office I might write an article once in =
while about something that came under my observation while I was President about
my experience in life, something of thet nature, but I should hesitate very much

to bind myself to producing an article at regular end specified times. I have

: been thinking a little more seriously, though, the last few days about what I
might possibly do, but have arrived at no decision,

As Friday is & holiday, Washington's birthday, I am not‘expecting to have
any Cabinet meeting, and, as I suppose the members of the press conference will
be busily engaged in observing the day, perhaps attending different celebrations
that may be teking place, which they would like to report, and &s the departments
will be closed, unless the conference very much wishes it I have thought we will
dispense with having & press confeience also on Friday at 4:00 o'clock.,

I am cending up an estimate of $2,400,000 for en additionsl appropriation

for the use of the Treasury Dept. and i%s prohibition work. After telking with
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some members of the House and Sepate it seemed best to deal with the situation in
this way, They wished to be consistent up there in relation to the position they
had taken, but I was willing to weaive my consistency down here., %While I thought
that we had sent up all the money that could be advantageously expended, if it
would relieve the situation to cend up & small additional appropriation for some
things the Department thinks they could use the money for I have been willing to
take the judgment of the Depertment and the judgment of the Bureau of the Budget
and the judgment of the members of the House and Senste in makiﬁg this estimate.

Mr, Sanders: Some of the members of the press have recuested a group photo-
graph and I think a week from todsy would be a good day, if it is nice, znd I
thought the press might want to know it now.

Fresident: If you will meke a due record of thet in the news story and
every one that attends the conference will have it in mind and come in a week
from today, I will be able to join all of you in the south grounds for a picture
that will meke a permenent memento of the occasion. Our press conferences have
always gone especially well, and I hppe they will contimue in good form until

two weeks from today on my account, and indefinitely in the future on account of

my SucCessor.




Tuesday, February 26, 1929,

Report of the Newspaper Confermnce.

I have not made any agreement to write any article after I get out of the
office of President,

As the time draws near for me to relinquish my office, I am conscious of a
feeling of regret at breaking up a great many very pleasant personal relations,
but of relief at being through with the responsibilities of the office. I do
not know that there is one achievement of my administration that affords me
greater personal satisfaction than another.

I haven't any plan for any party for the White House staff. The members
of the Cabinet and their wives are dining with Mrs. Coolidge and me Saturday
evening. Mr, and Mrs, Hoover, Senator Curtis and Mrs. Genn are dining with us
Sunday evening. I expect there will be a Cabinet meeting Friday, as usual,.

The Civil Service Commission are working on & draft for an executive order
relative to the preference thet shall be given in Civil Service appointments to
World War veterans and their widows. I expect that will be ready some time this
week.

I am expecting to leave immediately after the ceremonies at the Capitol.
I assume there will be a luncheon at the White House between that time and the time
that the parade starts, but thaet will be out of my hands and I have no definite
informetion about it, There is a reviewing stend in front of the White House,
and I notice a walk laid from the front of the White House to the reviewing stend,
g0 I suppose that means that those who come down from the Capitol will first g0
to the White House, where I assume they will have something to eat.

I haven't made any further arrangements about what I may do after the

4th of March.

o
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We still have two or three dogs at the White House, but I wouldn't
advertise that because there are not enough dogs to go around for people that
want them.  Whether Mrs. Coolidge is planning to take them home with her or not,
I am not certain,

I expect that I shall leave Washington on the Montreal express that
runs through between Washington and Northampton. I think after the conference
there is to be a picture in the south grounds that will make snother memento of

the agreeable relationship I have had with the members of the Confer¢nce.
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Friday, March 1, 1929,

Report of the Newspaper Conference.

Mr. Sanders advises me that the Encycolpedis Americans is one of the con-
cerns that has suggested they might furnish me with some employment. I understend
it is & very reputable organization. I am trying to assist the press in furnishing
information. I eam alweys very glad to give any possible assistance to & legitimate
business enterprise. I hope the press will give them a hand.

I do not contemplate anything in the nature of a farewell address. That
was done cuite well by the first President of the United States, and although it is
possible that we know some thirgs that General Washington didn't know, yet his
Farewell Address is so good,it discharges the recuirements of a farewell address so
well, that I don't feel there is any necessity for preparing another one.

Perheps one of the most important accomplishments of my administretion
has been minding my own business. I have a puppy in Kentucky that is being brought
up, and I have sent King Cole to Kentucky to visit that dog. The white collie is
already disposed of, The smaller dog, I think it is & Scotch Sheltie, will be taken
by the man that cares for our dogs here at the White House., And Mrs. Coolidge in-
sists on keepirg the chow herself. I don't know that there are any details relative
to my trip to Northampton. I am going up on the Montreal Express. I expect the
car thet I am on will be set off there and we shall not leave the ear until 8; 20
or so Tuesday morning. Dr. Coupal will go with us.

I don't think the Jones bill providing more heavy penalties for violeting
the Volstead act has reached me. I thought from some of the reports I had seen
that perhaps the object of it was being & little misunderstood. I think the man
that introduced the bill in the House came in to see me one time and told me that
& great meny of the violators of the law :ere foreigners; that, as the law then

stood it wasn't possible to deport for violations of the Volstead law end therefore
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he wented to increase the maximuam penslties. Thet doesn't increzse the penalties
though and I understend does not make it necessary for the court to inflict any
greater penalties than might be inflicted now for violation of the law, but it would
give the immigration suthorities the power to deport any violators of the law, be-
cause under the new provisions the violation of the lew becomes & felony instead of
& misdemeanor as it is at the present time. I think that is all there is to it.
I may be mistzken in my comprehension of it. The main object is to meke the violators
liable for such a penalty as makes it & felony, so thet they oan be deported.

I think the record of the 70th Congress has been very good. There are some
parliamentary difficulties at the end of the session that clways arise at the end
of the short session. I think all of those problems of importance will be straightened
out between now and noon on Monday.

I am going to t:ke the bill which increases the amount of the retirement PaY
of those in the Civil Service, look it over when it comes to me, and while I don't
think it is in harmony with the recommendations of my message I recognize that Congress
had the message before it and if they wish to do something different then what the
message recommended why of course they have that power. Their judgment on matters of
that kind would of course have considerable influence with me in determining what I
ought to do. But I shall have to look i1 over and see whether their reasons eppear to
be zzmimx sound.

Nothing special took place at *he Cabinet this morning. I tuok occasion to
thank the members for the service they had rendered to the country and to me, expressed
my regret at severing my relations with them, which have been so pleasant and agreeable,
snd I think a paresphrase of that kind would be about all I could say to the members
of the conference. TYou have been, I think, quite successful in interpreting the
administration to the country. I have known that I wasn't much of & success in

undertaking newspaper work, so I have left the work of reporting the =ffairs of my ad-
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ministration to the experts of the press. Perhaps that is the reason that the re-
ports have been more successful than they would have been if I had undertaken myself
to direct them. It has been &z pleasure to have you come in twice a week and give me
en opportunity to answer such queries as you wished to propound. I want to thenk you
again for your constant kindness and consideration. I hope you will find the years

to come as pleasant to you as I have the years that are gone by pleasant to me.



