
F r i d a y , August >|J 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I didn't have a chance t o have so long a v i s i t w i t h Mr. Madden as 

I should have heen pleased t o have. He made some arrangement i n Washington 

that w i l l n e c e s s i t a t e h i s going to Washington on the night t r a i n . I b e l i e v e 

he wasn't able to get a r e s e r v a t i o n on the F e d e r a l , so he has to take a 5:00 

o'clock t r a i n over to New York and then go on t o Washington, and th e r e f o r e 

I didn't have a chance to t a l k things over much w i t h him. We d i d t a l k 

s l i g h t l y - a l t o g e t h e r the d i s c u s s i o n was ahout the n a t i o n a l f i n a n c e s , as to 

the coming a p p r o p r i a t i o n s and the exp e c t a t i o n o f t a x r e d u c t i o n , but o n l y i n 

the most general way. We had such a short time that we didn't a r r i v e at any 

decision about anything. I d i d get some information from him. They are going 

to s t a r t , prohahly i n September, t o prepare the a p p r o p r i a t i o n h i l l s , l a y a 

foundation f o r them, and he ready to present them very e a r l y i n the s e s s i o n . 

I think that i s ahout a l l we t a l k e d ahout. He mentioned the f a c t t h a t h i s 

son-in-law, Colonel Henderson, i s l e a v i n g the s e r v i c e today to engage i n the 

airplane business, both i n the manufacture and i n the use of a i r p l a n e s f o r 

the transmission of m a t e r i a l s ; I mean by that c a r r y i n g express matter and 

possibly l a t e r c a r r y i n g m a i l . 

I haven't any t r i p s i n the near future that I know o f . I expect 

to go hack to Plymouth and stay two or three days w i t h my f a t h e r some time 

during August. I don't know j u s t when. 

I don't know of any p o l l of the Senate that has heen made that 
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throws any l i g h t on how the Senate stands i n r e l a t i o n to the World Court, other 

than what I have seen i n the newspapers. 

My hoy i s going to the C i t i z e n ' s M i l i t a r y TrainingCamp the day a f t e r 

tomorrow. I t i s a p r e t t y hard t h i n g , you know, to he the son of a P r e s i d e n t . 

It doesn't give a hoy very much chance to have the same k i n d of a l i f e t h a t an 

ordinary hoy ought t o have. So t h a t I r a t h e r hope that the press w i l l under-

stand that he goes up there j u s t as any other hoy might go. 

Question: Is that Camp Devens, Mr. President? 

Yes. Undoubtedly a great many boys would l i k e to go up there that 

don't have an opportunity t o do so. I hope the press w i l l not give him any 

more a t t e n t i o n than they w i l l give other boys. I t h i n k i t w i l l probably be 

a favor t o him i f he can be l e f t alone up there and be made to do the work that 

comes to the boys i n the camp without any more comment that comes t o other 

boys. 

Question: W i l l you go up there, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

Answer: Yes, a f t e r they get s t a r t e d . I mentioned that to Mrs. 

Coolidge. I don't r e a l l y l i k e to speak about t h a t , but I know there Is an 

i n c l i n a t i o n always t o w r i t e s t o r i e s about the sen of a P r e s i d e n t . My boy 

John i s j u s t as e a s i l y s p o i l e d as a good many other boys and a good d e a l 

easier than some, so 1 am e x e r c i s i n g t h a t d i s c r e t i o n that a l l parents do i n 

tryin g to protec t t h e i r c h i l d r e n . 

I don't t h i n k tha t the State Department has a r r i v e d at an under-



standing yet w i t h a l l the powers i n t e r e s t e d i n China, though they may have, 

Ky l a s t information was that they hadn't a l l agreed on j u s t what ought to 

"be done i n d i f f e r e n t p a r t i c u l a r s . I t h i n k there was a very s u b s t a n t i a l 

agreement i n p r i n c i p l e , "but i n d e t a i l s they hadn't a l l agreed. 

Question: Mr. P r e s i d e n t , does that include the minor Powers? 

Answer: Yes. But they were so close to i t that p o s s i b l y t h i s 

Washington report that suggests they have a r r i v e d at an understanding i s 

correct. I shouldn't be s u r p r i s e d i f i t was, but I have no i n f o r m a t i o n that 

i t i s . My l a s t informatio n I t h i n k a r r i v e d yesterday and i n d i c a t e d t h at they 

were.making such progress that i t seemed almost c e r t a i n that they would 

arrive at a s u b s t a n t i a l agreement. 

Question: Does t h a t include an agreement on the r e s o l u t i o n on 

e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l i t y ? 

Answer: W e l l , the whole s i t u a t i o n i s what I meant to cover. The 

e x t r a t e r r i t o r i a l i t y and the finances and a l l . Now, as I say, I haven't any 

information and t h i s Washington report may be c o r r e c t . I wouldn't be sur-

prised i f i t was c o r r e c t . 

I haven't made any formal d e c i s i o n about the reappointment of Major 

Peyton Gordon to be U. S. D i s t r i c t Attorney f o r the D i s t r i c t of Columbia. 

He i s i n and w i l l continue to sta y i n u n t i l some one i s appointed to take 

his place, and i t i s my e x p e c t a t i o n that he w i l l be reappointed. Now I am not 

certain about t h a t , because I always reserve the r i g h t to take such other 

action as may be necessary i n the circumstances, but I expect that the Dept. 



of J u s t i c e w i l l recommend h i s reappointment and t h a t I s h a l l reappoint him. 

I haven't done anything e s p e c i a l l y ahout a p p o i n t i n g a successor to 

Embassador B a n c r o f t . I haven't thought of d i s c u s s i n g t h a t w i t h Senator 

Pepper, though i t would be q u i t e n a t u r a l t h a t any one l i k e Senator Pepper who 

came here I would i n q u i r e of i f he had any one i n mind t h a t would seem t o 

f i l l the requirements. I haven't any p a r t i c u l a r s p e c i f i c a t i o n s . I don't 

know - the o n l y d e s i r e I have i s to get an outstanding man that w i l l commend 

himself to the people of t h i s country and a l s o commend h i m s e l f t o the people 

of Japan. We have c o n s t a n t l y r a t h e r d e l i c a t e questions i n the E a s t , e s -

p e c i a l l y at the present time, so t h a t I am n a t u r a l l y s o l i c i t o u s to get a 

f i r s t - c l a s s man to send over t h e r e . I haven't gi v e n any p a r t i c u l a r thought 

to whether i t ought to be a man from the s e r v i c e or a man from o u t s i d e the 

service. A good man t h a t I c o u l d f i n d from the s e r v i c e or outside the s e r v i c e 

w i l l not make any p a r t i c u l a r d i f f e r e n c e . Of course Mr. Bancroft was from 

outside the s e r v i c e , though a v e r y experienced man i n l e g a l and p u b l i c a f f a i r s . 

I don't t h i n k there can be any b a s i s f o r the Washington d i s p a t c h -

where i s that d i s p a t c h t h a t the Bureau of Mines has a p l a n f o r the Government 

to seize the mines i n case o f a c o a l s t r i k e ? 

Newspaper man: It was p r i n t e d i n Boston l a s t n i g h t . 

The P r e s i d e n t : Yes. Well they may have plans there t h a t contemplate 

something of t h a t k i n d , the same as the Army and Navy have pl a n s f o r r e p e l l i n g 

a l l kinds of a t t a c k s and making a l l kinds of a t t a c k s , but I haven't heard 

anything ahout i t , very l i k e l y shouldn't hear anything about i t . They had a 



b i l l that was d r a f t e d and a report tha t was made, which was p u b l i c . Whether 

there was anything i n that r e f e r r i n g t o the seizure of mines, I don't know. 

There i s no a u t h o r i t y on the part of the Government t o s e i z e c o a l mines, so 

far as I know, except that extreme a u t h o r i t y of t r y i n g to p r o t e c t the Govern-

ment. I haven't heen advised of any such p l a n and I don't expect that Mr. 

Hoover i s coming back t o discuss any such p l a n . 

I haven't any information at a l l ahout t e s t s w i t h a n t i - a i r c r a f t guns. 

The only information I had about t h a t was that the t e s t s that were made very 

early i n the s p r i n g or very l a t e i n the w i n t e r , I don't know which, were not 

s a t i s f a c t o r y , and that they didn't r e v e a l the f u l l defensive force of a i r -

craft guns and were not w e l l c a r r i e d out. I haven't had any information 

about that since then. I suppose those t e s t s c o n s t a n t l y go on l i k e the t e s t s 

of heavy a r t i l l e r y on armor p l a t e . The a i r c r a f t people are t r y i n g to devise 

means to escape the hazard o f the a i r c r a f t guns, and the guns are experiment-

ing to become more e f f i c i e n t i n making a defense against a i r c s a f t . 

I don't know when I s h a l l go back to Washington. I haven't i n 

contemplation any t r i p t o the I n s t i t u t e of P o l i t i c s at Williamstown. 

I have already spoken ahout going to Plymouth. That seems to cover 

the questions of the day. 

Question: Mr. Madden s a i d he was i n favor of reducing the comhined 

surtaxes to 20$. Mr. Winston published a l e t t e r yesterday proposing the same 

thing? 

President: W e l l , I don't know what the f i g u r e s w i l l show. I can't 
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say offhand what reductions can he made. I should have to depend i n the f i r s t 



instance on the Treasury t o give estimates of what c e r t a i n schedules w i l l pro-

duce i n the way of revenue, to see i f they w i l l produce enough revenue, and 

then i n the second instance the C o n s t i t u t i o n provides that the House of 

Representatives s h a l l o r i g i n a t e revenue h i l l s , r a t h e r than the P r e s i d e n t , 

While i t would he p e r f e c t l y proper f o r the President under that p r o v i s i o n t h a t 

requires him to keep the Congress informed as to the s t a te of the Union t o 

make suggestions on a matter of that k i n d , I wouldn't want to make any sug-

gestion without f i r s t c o n f e r r i n g w i t h the men i n the House that are on the 

Comittee and have charge of the tax h i l l s t o see what t h e i r s t u d i e s have 

indicated. They are going to work on the question of a tax h i l l e a r l y i n 

September, I t h i n k Chairman Greene t o l d me, and the only suggestion I can 

make i s that which I have already s a i d , that the estimates of the Treasury 

w i l l show what the r e s u l t of the schedules are and then f i n d out from those 

who have looked i n t o the question i n the House what they t h i n k i s a v a i l a h l e 

and wise, and then get the r e s u l t of the concensus of o p i n i o n to see how much 

we can reduce taxes. 

» Question: Mr. Madden a l s o t o l d us that he favored the blanket 

p r o v i s i o n f o r r o t a t i n g the s u r p l u s . 

Answer: W e l l , t h a t i s an idea that he has had i n mind f o r some 

time. I don't.know whether that could he worked out or not. Of course that 

could apply only t o income tax e s . Now i t might he when you came to study the 

whole question that you t h i n k i f you c o u l d reduce taxes s a f e l y #1,000,000 



that that ought to ha taken o f f admission taxes i n s t e a d of the income. I f that 

is the case, why i f we had §50,000,000 to spare we would want to pass a new 

b i l l and take i t o f f somewhere e l s e . There i s a good deal i n h i s suggestion of 

giving a u t h o r i t y at the end of the year to take such an amount of surplus that 

you have i n the Treasury and apply i t i n the nature of a rebate i n the next 

year's taxes. 


