
Tuesday, September /, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I was reminded j u s t as the members of the press came i n t h a t I have on 

my desk here an address t h a t i s t o he made by Dr. David F r i d a y before the 

American A s s o c i a t i o n of J o i n t Stock Land Banks at Colorado Springs tomorrow n i g h t . 

I have looked the address over and as i t has heen giv e n to the press to he r e -

leased Thursday, September 3rd, o f course I can't say anything ahout the d e t a i l s 

Of i t , hut i t seemed to me to be a very important c o n t r i b u t i o n to the d i s c u s s i o n 

of the present a g r i c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n . 

Press: Who i s t h i s Mr. F r i d a y , Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

P r e s i d e n t : I t h i n k he i s connected w i t h the Department i n Washington, 

though I am not c e r t a i n about t h a t . 

Yes, I have heard that there wasn't any foundation i n the suggestion 

that e i t h e r of the present members of the C i v i l S e r v i c e Commission were l i k e l y t o 

ret i r e . One rumor came to me t h a t one of them was to r e t i r e and again t h a t the. 

other was to r e t i r e . No foundation t o e i t h e r one of them. 

I am not very f a m i l i a r w i t h a l l the d e t a i l s of the Government employeaent, 

not s u f f i c i e n t l y t o give any p a r t i c u l a r comment ahout the prop o s a l o f the F e d e r a l 

Imployees A s s o c i a t i o n to have $1500 as the minimum Government wage. I t i s my 

rec o l l e c t i o n though that when I was p r e s i d i n g over the Senate and the a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

b i l l s went through t h a t there were ver y many pl a c e s t h a t were f i l l e d at much l e s s 

sums than t h a t . I t seemed as though down to $800 and there may be some f o r i t , hut 

I do not know of any reason a t present t h a t would j u s t i f y i n c r e a s i n g a s a l a r y from 

$800 to $1500. I t h i n k Government s a l a r i e s have heen f a i r l y w e l l i n c r e a s e d . I 
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made some comment about t h a t i n one of my addresses, e i t h e r t o the Congress or e l s e 

to the Government's business a s s o c i a t i o n . I can't g i v e the f i g u r e s now, but I know 

my studies at the time i n d i c a t e d t h a t there had been a v e r y generous increase i n 

Government s a l a r i e s . 

I do not suppose t h a t I s h a l l appoint Major Gordon before I r e t u r n to 

Washington. Of course I haven't any i d e a whether I s h a l l r e t u r n here next summer. 

I haven't any plans f o r next summer. Congress may keep us i n Washington. 

Press: That's campaign time, Mr. P r e s i d e n t ? 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, but Congress i s ver y u n c e r t a i n . I t might decide t h a t i t 

can campaign best i n Washington. I haven't any thought about what I s h a l l do next 

summer. I have enjoyed the stay here v e r y much. I t has been v e r y c o o l and com-

fortable. The atmosphere and c l i m a t e have been a very agreeable change. Of course 

Washington i s a wonderful c i t y t o l i v e i n , take i t a l l the year round, but I t h i n k 

it i s a good i d e a to get out of i t a short time each year. I found coming up here 

and going up to Vermont very agreeable and I t h i n k b e n e f i c i a l . 

I haven't any new p l a n about the Shipping Board. I had an understanding 

with them that i f they would go ahead and t r y out the p l a n t h a t I proposed t o them, 

that I wasn't going to press f o r l e g i s l a t i o n i n r e l a t i o n t o any changes i n the 

status of the Board. They have always seemed to have more or l e s s i n t e r n a l c o n t r o -

versy i n the Board. I should l i k e t o see t h a t c o r r e c t e d i f i t c o u l d be. And the 

Board, i f i t could, be made harmonious. Of course my main d e s i r e about I t has been 

stated several times i n addresses and messages to the Congress - to m a i n t a i n a 

merchant f l e e t i n the f i r s t instance f o r n a t i o n a l defense and the second i n s t a n c e , 
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for the h e n e f i t of our commerce, and I have always thought i t ought t o he under 

private ownership. Therefore, I have supported the p o l i c y of s e l l i n g our merchant 

ships to p r i v a t e owners i n order t h a t they might c a r r y on the b u s i n e s s of s h i p p i n g 

for the .American people. Of course my o t h e r d e s i r e f o r e f f i c i e n c y i n Government 

and economy has heen one of the t h i n g s I have had i n mind i n d e a l i n g w i t h the Board. 

Some members of the Board haven't seemed to be v e r y much i n harmony w i t h my d e s i r e s 

in that d i r e c t i o n . 

P r e s s : D i d you say some, or one? 

P r e s i d e n t : Some; though I t h i n k on the whole the Board has cooperated 

very w e l l . The management of our s h i p p i n g problem i s v e r y d i f f i c u l t , r a t h e r a 

losing problem, and when any one i s engaged i n t r y i n g t o manage t h a t t h e y are always 

subject to c r i t i c i s m and the people which are a s s o c i a t e d t o g e t h e r i n a l o s i n g 

enterprise almost u n i f o r m l y h e g i n t o q u a r r e l w i t h each o t h e r . Each one says t h a t 

other one i s t o blame f o r a l a c k o f s u c c e s s. But I t h i n k t h a t s i t u a t i o n w i l l 

sttle i t s e l f . 

There i s n ' t any p o l i c y t h a t I can announce about the c o a l s t r i k e , o t h e r 

than that I s h a l l do what I can t o have the Government a s s i s t i n p r o v i d i n g f u e l 

for the people, and there i s p l e n t y o f f u e l I am t o l d t o meet a l l requirements 

if people w i l l o n l y pursue t h e i r o r d i n a r y course i n purchases and not undertake 

to purchase l a r g e amounts of f u e l hecause there i s a p o s s i b i l i t y o f a shortage. 

Such purchases would s i m p l y c o n t r i b u t e t o the present shortage, or b r i n g ahout a 

shortage a l l the sooner. I t h i n k the d e a l e r s i n c o a l have t h a t i n mind and w i l l 

advise t h e i r customers t h a t they w i l l do the best they can to p r o v i de them w i t h 

30649 



I fuel and d e l i v e r i t to them from time to time as may he needed. I t h i n k my l a s t 

message to the Congress s t a t e d my f e e l i n g about the a c t i o n t h a t the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

Government might take r e l a t i v e to the mining and t r a n s p o r t a t i o n of c o a l . I t i s 

my r e c o l l e c t i o n t ha t I recommended s u b s t a n t i a l l y the f i n d i n g s of the U n i t e d States 

Coal Commission, perhaps w i t h one or two e x c e p t i o n s . I n o t i c e d an e d i t o r i a l 

article i n the P u b l i c Ledger that set out what I d i d v e r y c a r e f u l l y , p u b l i s h e d 

some weeks ago. I thought the P r e s i d e n t ought to have a u t h o r i t y i n case of a 

threat or c e s s a t i o n of mining to appoint a Commission that would have some power 

to investigate the f a c t s , i n order that they might be p r o p e r l y presented to the 

public. I t h i n k that was the main l i n e on which I thought we ought to proceed. 

Press.: Do you t h i n k ycu w i l l recommend t h i s to the Congress? 

P r e s i d e n t : I am s t i l l i n favo r of something o f t h a t nature. 

I am not i n t e n d i n g to make any addresses, e i t h e r going to or coming from 

(kaha, and I s h a l l make on l y one address, and t h a t w i l l be to the American Legion 

at their Omaha Convention. I am not q u i t e c e r t a i n what day I s h a l l be t h e r e . 

I imagine on the 6th of October. I haven't i n contemplation any t r i p t o the 

Pacific Coast next summer. I have been i n v i t e d to go out t h e r e , but I don't kmx 

see any prospect of my being able to accept an i n v i t a t i o n . 

I don't know when I s h a l l go back to Washington. I s h a l l be p r a c t i c a l l y 

on c a l l to go any time a f t e r the f i r s t o f next week. 

I t h i n k my ideas about the p u b l i c a t i o n o f income t a x i n f o r m a t i o n was 

stated i n my l a s t message to the Congress. I recommended the r e p e a l of the 

publicity clause, mainly on the theory I b e l i e v e that i t i n t e r f e r e d w i t h our c o l -
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lection of revenue. I t i s l i k e l y t o make the c o l l e c t i o n of revenue l e s s , and 

perhaps more d i f f i c u l t . 

I haven't any p l a n f o r any other t r i p away from Washington, except x t the 

one to Omaha i n October. I don't know th a t I may not take a t r i p anywhere e l s e 

because I haven*t any other i n v i t a t i o n . 

S e cretary Weeks hasn't r e s i g n e d and I don't t h i n k he intends to r e s i g n . 

He told me when he came down to see me that he was the best that he has been since 

last A p r i l , and I expect that he w i l l be back i n Washington and t a k i n g up the d u t i e s 

of the Secretary of War. 

I haven't done anything f u r t h e r .about the appointment of an Ambassador t o 

Japan. 

I do not t h i n k any new o f f e r has been made to the Government f o r the lease 

of the Los Angeles f o r commercial purposes, but there may have been without coming 

to my a t t e n t i o n . 

I don't know whether Senator Bingham's suggestions of d i r i g i b l e s are simply 

in r e l a t i o n to t h e i r value f o r t r a n s - o c e a n i c t r a n s p o r t a t i o n . I t h i n k he made a 

suggestion of that k i n d t o me, but I am not enough of an expert t o know. I t h i n k 

Ms suggestion was that they d i d n t t go ver y f a s t and t h e r e f o r e you wouldn't save 

much time on them, not going near as f a s t as the h e a v i e r - t h a n - a i r machines, and 

their c hief use would be f o r going over water where t h e i r speed would be much 

greater than the steamship, r a t h e r than over l a n d where t h e i r speed was o n l y about 

that maintained by r a i l r o a d t r a i n s , t a k i n g i t on the whole, a l l o w i n g f o r wind, a i r 

and so on, though I t h i n k they do a t t a i n a speed of some 70 m i l e s or more i n 



favorable circumstances. I haven't any p l a n about making a Labor Day address, 

and I have stat e d what I had to say about the c o a l s i t u a t i o n and about the Shipping 

Board. 

Press: Mr. President , may I ask what i s the next step - Haney says he 

refuses to r e s i g n . 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , I haven't anything to say about t h a t . I t may be that 

when he th i n k s i t over he w i l l see the impropriety of t r y i n g /to remain on the Board 

and be w i l l i n g to t r y and c a r r y out the p o l i c i e s that I understand are r e q u i r e d by 

the law. 


