
F r i d a y , September 18, 1925. 

Report of the Newspaper Conference. 

I d i d n ' t happen to see Senator F r e l i n g h u y s en when he c a l l e d yesterday . 

I think Mr. Sanders t o l d me that he was here. He i s one of the most a c t i v e members 

of the Harding Memorial A s s o c i a t i o n who has, I t h i n k , now that Dr. Sawyer i s gone, 

more to do w i t h i t than any one e l s e , escept perhaps the l o c a l man Mr. Donithen. 

I understood t h a t Mr. Fre l i n g h u y s e n c a l l e d to say th a t e v e r y t h i n g was going on very 

well i n connection w i t h some choice of plans and beginning some work. 

I don't know what a c t i o n may be taken i n r e l a t i o n to any persons that 

may be proposing to come i n t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s . I make that o b s e r v a t i o n i n 

response to a question here as to whether anybody e l s e proposing to come here as a 

delegate to the I n t e r p a r l i a m e n t a r y Union might be debarred from e n t r y . I haven't 

heard that there was any one e l s e that was l i k e l y to be debarred i n a d d i t i o n t o the 

member of the B r i t i s h Parliament that has a l r e a d y had h i s passport or h i s v i s a 

revoked. These Parliamentary Union gatherings are not o f f i c i a l . They are not 

representative of any government. They are v o l u n t a r y a s s o c i a t i o n s among members 

of the d i f f e r e n t l e g i s l a t i v e bodies of d i f f e r e n t c o u n t r i e s . I t h i n k t h a t any 

member of any l e g i s l a t i v e body of a country i s i n v i t e d to go that wishes to 

attend. As I say, i t i s v o l u n t a r y and doesn't represent the governments. I suppose 

that a c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to any one th a t wanted to come to attend an I n t e r p a r l i a m e n t a r y 

Union would be the same as though they were nn any other business here. Now that 

isn't a matter of choice w i t h any o f f i c i a l s of our Government. Congress has passed 

a law debarring from entry i n t o the Un i t e d States c e r t a i n persons who h o l d and 



express c e r t a i n views. Whenever any of them s h a l l attempt to enter here i t i s 

the business of Uni t e d States o f f i c i a l s under t h e i r oath of o f f i c e to exclude 

them. They may l i k e to do that and they may not l i k e t o , but have v i r t u a l l y no 

discretion about i t . They are simply c a r r y i n g out the act of Congress that 

requires such a c t i o n * 

Press* Mr. P r e s i d e n t w i l l you permit a qu e s t i o n as to whether there 

will be any i n q u i r y as to whether other delegates h o l d i n g such views would be 

debarred? 

P r e s i d e n t i I suppose that i f i t came to the a t t e n t i o n o f our Govern-

ment that there were any such, that they would take the same a c t i o n . I don't 

know of any i n q u i r y that i s to be made. Very l i k e l y i t might not come to my 

attention anyway. There are a great many people excluded from the country and a 

great many are deported because of the views they h o l d and the expressions they 

make. I t i s almost never that any case of t h a t k i n d comes to my a t t e n t i o n . I 

don't t h i n k i t ever has, u n l e ss i t has been a matter t h a t I have seen i n the 

public p r e s s . 

I a n t i c i p a t e that the A i r c r a f t Board w i l l have to fi n a n c e i t s e l f . Of 

course q u i t e a number o f the members of the Board are o f f i c i a l s of one k i n d o r 

another, e i t h e r of the U n i t e d S t a t e s or of some other a s s o c i a t i o n which i s 

interested i n a i r c r a f t work, so t h a t they are not dependent upon any compensation 

that they might r e c e i v e f o r t h e i r s e r v i c e s i n t h i s respect f o r t h e i r l i v e l i h o o d . 

It has been brought to t h e i r a t t e n t i o n t h a t there i s a s t a t u t e t h a t provide s that 

no public money i s to be used f o r purposes of t h i s k i n d except when the 



investigation i s a u t h o r i z e d by Congress. I had an i d e a that i f they i n c u r r e d any 

expenditures that amounted to anything , t h a t Congress very l i k e l y would pass a 

law to reimburse them f o r those expenses. I should t h i n k they would he very s m a l l 

anyway, t r i f l i n g , perhaps so i n s i g n i f i c a n t t ha t i t wouldn't c a l l f o r any 

appropriation. There i s one Senator on the Board and two members of the House, 

one Chairman o f a Committee o f the House,and o f course that Chairman can use h i s 

Committee Room f o r t h i s purpose and I suppose such c l e r i c a l a s s i s t a n c e as he has 

if he wants to use i t . 

No d e c i s i o n has heen made yet about the Ambassador to Japan. There are 

several names under c o n s i d e r a t i o n . 

I am g o i n g to t r y to go to the American Farm Bureau Convention i n 

Chicago, which meets e a r l y i n December. Of course I can't make a f i n a l d e c i s i o n 

about that now, but I want very much to go out. 

I don't wish t o make any comment on the French debt problem. I t h i n k 

any comment on t h a t would b e t t e r come from the Debt Commission. They have a l l 

the d e t a i l s of i t i n mind and are adequately able to represent the Government, 

and any comments I might make might he misunderstood here and abroad, so that 

I think I had b e t t e r not make any comments. 



I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n about the S h i p p i n g Board's r e f u s a l to s e l l some 

ships .to the Pan American L i n e or Munson L i n e . I knew th a t there were n e g o t i a t i o n s 

pending, but I d i d n ' t know th a t any f i n a l d e c i s i o n had been reached. I suppose 

every one knows th a t I would l i k e to s e l l the Government s h i p s , or to put t h a t i n 

the t h i r d person that means I would l i k e f o r the Government to s e l l i t s s h i p s as 

fast as p o s s i b l e to get them i n t o p r i v a t e hands, w i t h a p r o v i s i o n f o r t h e i r 

operation i n a way t h a t I o u t l i n e d s e v e r a l times i n conference, and I suppose t h a t 

is the p o l i c y t h a t i s o u t l i n e d i n the a c t t h a t c r e a t e d the S h i p p i n g Board. I f t h i s 

sale hasn't been made, I imagine i t must be because the p r i c e hasn't seemed to be 

adequate. That might very w e l l be so. 

I would make one suggestion to the press i n r e l a t i o n to i t s d i s c u s s i o n o f 

the French debt or any other f o r e i g n problem. I t h i n k t h a t the American papers 

ought to assume, g e n e r a l l y speaking, t h a t they would lo o k a f t e r the i n t e r e s t s o f our 

own country b e f o r e l o o k i n g a f t e r the i n t e r e s t s of some other country, and when t h e r e 

is any doubt about a problem that our American papers I t h i n k ought to r e s o l v e that 

doubt i n favor of the American Government and the American c i t i z e n s . I doubt ve r y 

much i f you w i l l f i n d the Government u n d e r t a k i n g t o impose any h a r d s h i p on any 
i t 

country t h a t / i s unable to bear. The Government and i t s agencies are p r r t t y probably 

very w e l l informed ahout the problems w i t h which i t has to d e a l . I t may make mistakes 

sometimes. They are made. But whenever there i s a problem about which you do not have 

information I t h i n k you w i l l u s u a l l y be r i g h t i f you w i l l r e s o l v e your doubt i n f a v o r 

of the American Government and American people. 


