Friday, May 28, 1926.

Report of the Newsvaper Conference.

Investigations are going on with reference to the appointment of the
Board of Medistion under the Railroad Labor Act. It takes some little time to
decide on the membership of the Board, but I want to get that out of the way at
once.

Congressman Vare came in to - I suprose pay his respects to the office.
There was no discussion about anything in particular.

Senator Jones and Senator lcNary came in relative to the sale of ships
that was under contemplation on the West coast. They had 2 resolution that had
been adopted by the Commerce Committee of the Senate. I told them that I would
present their views to some members of the Shipping Bosrd. So I sent for Chair-
man O'Conner and Comrissioner Walsh. They already had been given the resclution,
I suppose by the Committee. They consider that the sale of the ships is a com-

s
pleted transaction and don't see that they can do anything more about it.

I want to get a member for the Shipping Board right away to tske the
place of Commissioner Haney. There has been some disagreement out there as to
who ought to be named, but the indications are that the interested parties in
the different States are going to get together on some one. I don't mean that
Washington and Oregon are probably going to agree on it, but the people in Oregon
are likely to agree on some one substantially, and the people in Washington.

Senator Howell came in this merning to see if there is anything that

can be done in relation to one of the reclamation projects that are located in
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the western part, as I understand it, of the State of Nebraska. So I sent over
for Secretary Work and Commissioner Meade and sat down a few minutes with them to
teke it up, because they have the information about those things and I don't.
I understood from Commissioner lleade that some telegram had been sent out to the
officers of the association of water users and an inquiry as to the meaning of
certain proposed terms had been received which indicated that the matter was about
to be adjusted. There are some 25 of these projects. Vhat Secretary Work and
Commissicner lieade are trying to do is to treat them all alike. They have made
adjustments under the recent law with I think practically all of them. While they
would perhaps like to do something dif erent for this reclamation project, the
difficulty comes from the fact that they feel they ought to adopt & uniform
policy in relation to all the projects. I think they say that the users of this
vater made no payment tc the Govermment for the past three years and that they
offered to supoly the water over the next year, the Government having paid the
cost of the operation for the past three years and is willing to pay the cost of
the operation for the next year. What they wanted to have done is to have those
who could make payments, make them, those who could give a chattel mortgage on
their crops to do that, and those who couldn't give anything else to give a note.
Then there are one or two other sugeested plans, I think, for the water users,
the Association to give its note for some back payments or something of that kxind.
From my conference with them, and I have also been in communication with Repre~-

sentative Simmons, who is interesting himself, as this is in his District I believe,
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I have an expectation that the matter will be adjusted in a way that will give the
Government an ovportunity to continue to furnish water and will also furnish all
necessary relief for those who use the water in the matter of making payments.

Mr. Mitchell came in merely to call on me, as he was in town. I asked
him to come to lunch. There wss no official business that he had to discuss with
me, nothing in relation to any foreign loans at this time. I talked with him
about the general business situation over the country, which he thought was
promising and that general business conditions were very good. They are never
perfect. There is always some difficulty here and there. I did discuss with
him an interesting question. It was brought to my attenticn by reason of the
fact that the Ambassador of Great Britain came in, the retiring Governor of
Australia, and the retiring Governor's son, and former Ambassador Geddes hap-
pened to come in at the same time. I was speaking to them of the success that
the English seem to have in getting their young enterrrising men to go abroad
and take positions that are for the benefit of the trade and industries of
England, and that our young men haven't seemed to have been very much attracted
into the field, perhaps part of the reason being that ovrrortuhities here at home
have been so good that they haven't had to seek situstions abroad. Wr. Mitchell
told me that that was one of the a;fficulties they found in their branch banks
and allied connections- that it was very difficult to get young men to take those
rositions where they have to go abroad to fill them. He thought probably the
reascn was the one that I had expressed, being that so many good oprortunities

exist here at home that our yocung men of enterrrise are gttracted to g0 into
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this field here, rather than seek an opportunity abroad.

I am gcing to speak tcmorrow at the unveiling of the John Ericsson
monument. I shall speak there on the Swedish people and Ericsson. 1 am going to
speak at Arlington Monday. The generzal theme of my address at Arlington, which
is short, will be peace and prosperity. I am giving you that in order that if
you want to say anything about it beforehand as to what I have said here you have

liberty to do that. But I don't want any rart of my adiress given out, of course.
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