
November 27, 1923. 

Remarks by the President to Newspaper Men 

Governor Templeton c a l l e d on me yesterday. He and I spent the Fourth of 

July together up i n Maine and I am a f r a i d that we devoted more time to a discus-

sion of the pleasant experience we had together l a s t J u l y than we did about a 

serious discussion of Government a f f a i r s . He didn't make any representation, 

any comment, or any statement at a l l about s o - c a l l e d fake physicians. About a l l 

he had to say i n the nature of public business was the encouragement that he 

felt i n the enforcement of p r o h i b i t o r y laws i n h i s State of Connecticut. 

I have here an inquiry about the coal conference. I am not exactly 

familiar w i t h the d e t a i l s of that, but of course continue my p o s i t i o n of being 

ready and anxious to cooperate through any United States Government agency, or 

help i n any way we can through any state agency to solve any of the coal problems. 

I have several i n q u i r i e s here about the seizure of a B r i t i s h Ship, the 

Tomako. That was taken, according to u n o f f i c i a l reports that have reached us, 

outside the three mile l i m i t , though we have no o f f i c i a l reports and no o f f i c i a l l y 

reliable information about i t . I t i s very possible that i t would come w i t h i n the 

decision that was made i n the Marshall case. A ship under that name was hovering 

off the coast outside the three mile l i m i t and discharging i t s cargo to shore con-

trary to the provisions of law f o r the discharge of cargoes, i r r e s p e c t i v e as I 

understand of what i t happened to be, i n t o x i c a t i n g l i q u o r or otherwise, So the 

United States Government seized the ship and the case came up i n the United States 

Court. I think representation was made by Great B r i t a i n about i t , but soon a f t e r 

that was accompanied by the declaration that they had found that the r e g i s t r y of t h i s 

ship, though alleged to be B r i t i s h , was defective, so that they withdrew t h e i r 

representation and dropped t h e i r i n t e r e s t i n the case. Now i t may be that t h i s 

ship was seized under s i m i l a r circumstances. I don't know. There i s n ' t at the 

present time any change i n the treaty r e l a t i o n s between the United States and Great 

Br i t a i n , and I do not think the proposed text of the trea t y has yet reached us. 

Therefore no seizure could be made under any change. Treaty conditions are j u s t as 

they always have been. Cur Government never has relinguished i t s claim, as I under-

stand i t , of a ri g h t to seize a ship that i s hovering o f f the coast, whether i t be 

inside or outside the three mile l i m i t , which i s discharging i t s cargo i n an unlaw-

ful way and i n v i o l a t i o n of our laws. Very l i k e l y the decision i n t h i s case w i l l 



1 turn upon that important p o l i c y which our country maintained. 

Mr. President, has there "been any representation from the B r i t i s h Embassy 

I here about i t ? 

I do not think so. I am not c e r t a i n about that. Inquiry may have been 

I made, but that I don't know. I think rumors have come to the ef f e c t that there are 

• peculiar things about the r e g i s t r y of t h i s ship, that has j u s t been seized. 

There was p r a c t i c a l l y no business at the Cabinet session today. 

I have spoken about Governor Templeton. 

I t i s possible that my message w i l l be av a i l a b l e as ea r l y as tomorrow. 

II understand that i t i s not to be delivered u n t i l Wednesday, according to the present 

I plan. Congress very n a t u r a l l y desires to adjourn over one day out of respect to the 

I memory of President Harding. 

I am going to c a l l a meeting of the Arlin g t o n Memorial Bridge Commission at 

I a very e a r l y date. As soon as I am advised that a l l the members of the Commission 

I are here i n Washington. The representative from Kentucky came i n yesterday and was 

a speaking about i t . I forget h i s name. 

Langley i s h i s name, Mr. President. 

Mr. President, has anybody been appointed to succeed you as President of 

| that Commission? 

No, I think not. I am not c e r t a i n about that. I think the designation i s 

I the Vice President. Should i t be the President of the Senate then of course President 

j Cummins would come i n at the present time. But I think the designation i s Vice P r e s i -

dent, so that nobody else could be f o r the time being. 

Has that plan ever been approved, Mr. President? 

I do not think so. The l o c a t i o n has been approved by the Conmission. Per-

haps some of your members w i l l r e c a l l accompanying us on a tour of inspection the 

early part of spring, and at that time decided on the l o c a t i o n , and of course plans 

had to be made to conform to that l o c a t i o n and Congress not being i n session since that 

time, there has been no opportunity to approve the plans. 

An inquiry about the Craig case. Senator Copeland came i n and spoke about 

that. He said he understood that a p e t i t i o n for a pardon was to be made to me, and 

wanted to know i f I would be i n a p o s i t i o n to expedite a c t i o n on i t and get an earl y 

decision. I sent over for the S o l i c i t o r General and asked him to be i n possession of 

whatever facts there might be i n order that there would be no delay, should a p e t i t i o n 

come i n . CO I 20 



3. Jy. 

An inquiry as to whether I have any plans f o r Thanksgiving Day. why, of 

I course I have. I thought I made that very p l a i n i n considerable d e t a i l i n a p r o c l a -

1 nation I made some time ago. You w i l l be p e r f e c t l y safe i n f o l l o w i n g the terms of 

Ithe proclamation f o r information about what I am going to do. I think I advised the 

jpeople to assemble i n t h e i r usual places of worship and i n t h e i r homes f o r a s u i t a b l e 

(observance of Thanksgiving Day, and that i s the way that I hope to observe the day. 

Mr. President, w i l l your sons be here? 

No. They only have one day i n the school where they attend, so that they 

• will not be able to come down. 

An inquiry about P h i l i p p i n e independence. I haven't any c l e a r and d e f i n i t e 

I information about that. There i s a b i l l known as the Jones B i l l that i t i s my im-

| press ion, I think I am r i g h t , promises independence to the P h i l i p p i n e s some time i n 

the future. I suppose my own p o s i t i o n i s the w e l l known p o s i t i o n that has been r e -

I 
Iiterated from time to time by the Government of the United States, of a desire to 

see the P h i l i p p i n es under self-government as soon as we f e l t warranted i n withdraw-

1 ing. I think i t i s generally recognized that our presence there i s not so much an 

iadvantage to us as a very large b i l l of expense, but that i t was an o b l i g a t i o n which 

j we had undertaken when we received the P h i l i p p i n e Islands from the Spanish Government 

]and that we couldn't cast them a d r i f t . We are anxious, by maintaining educational 

I institutions, to show them the way toward good government, and by the example that 

|we are able to set there of providing a sound government f o r the P h i l i p p i n e Islands, -

one that xkxx- w i l l be able to maintain.the freedom and independence of the people 

I'there. As soon as that can be done, we w i l l then f e e l at l i b e r t y to withdraw. 

Mr. President, are there any signs that that time has a r r i v e d or w i l l a r r i v e 

j in the near future? 

I think they are making very good progress. I haven't d e t a i l e d information. 

-I I have never been i n the P h i l i p p i n e s , nor am I a p a r t i c u l a r student of them, but I 

get the general impression that they are making very good progress there - very en-

couraging progress. 

An inquiry as to whether Speaker Machold of the New York assembly sai d any-

thing about the Craig case. He d i d not. I only saw him fo r a moment or two. I ex-

pect to see him again, but I doubt gery njiuch i f he had that errand i n mind. He was 

in town and came i n to pay h i s respects, and w i l l lunch with me because he didn't 

We any time with me t h i s morning. 



I don't understand, by the way, that there i s any difference of opinion 

between the State and Treasury Departments about the Schooner Tomako. 

What i f any d i s t i n c t i o n i s set between the method the Tomako employed i n 
while 

discharging the cargo outside the three mile l i m i t the ships o f f the Hew Jersey 

coast are never i n t e r f e r e d with. I can't very w e l l answer that question. I t i s a 

question of whether you can catch them discharging the cargo, I suppose. A ship 

has the right to stand o f f the coast as long as i t wants to, as long as i t i s not 

caught i n the v i o l a t i o n of our laws. This one, I suppose was. For that reason i t was 

overhauled and captured. I t i s very easy f o r a vessel to stand outside the three 

mile l i m i t and for swift motor pov/er boats to come to port i n four, f i v e or s i x 

minutes, so that i t i s rather hard to be able to prove an unloading and discharge of 

cargo. I assume that i n t h i s case i t i s purely an assumption, because we have no 

o f f i c i a l information that they were detected i n the discharge of a cargo. 

A question about the a g r i c u l t u r a l s i t u a t i o n . Have you received any new 

information from the Secretary of Agriculture i n d i c a t i n g that the wheat s i t u a t i o n i s 

improving? I don't know that I have received any information one way or the other 

about that. There i s no change, so f a r as I know. 


