
I don't seem to have any r e c o l l e c t i o n of the name of Charles W. Lane o f 

Baltimore i n connection w i t h the D i s t r i c t of Columbia Supreme Court judgeship. 

It i s p o s s i b l e t h a t the name has gone over my desk and been r e f e r r e d i n the 

regular course to the Dept. of J u s t i c e f o r i n v e s t i g a t i o n and recommendation. 

I don't remember t h a t name. 

There hasn't anything new developed r e l a t i v e to the German r e p a r a t i o n s prob-

lem. I presume the conference has i n mind what the s i t u a t i o n i s ; t h a t the 

European governments that are i n t e r e s t e d , i n c l u d i n g Germany, would l i k e to secure 

the s e r v i c e s of two Americans to j o i n w i t h the experts that are to be appointed 

by the European governments, and we have reported to the European governments t h a t 

our Government has no o b j e c t i o n t o t h e i r t a k i n g that course. I t a l s o needs to be 

kept i n mind t h a t i t i s the European governments that are making the appointments 

and making the s e l e c t i o n s . I t h i n k , as I i n d i c a t e d once b e f o r e , I would be more 

pleased i f the European governments would s e t t l e t h a t q u e s t i o n themselves, but 

i f they f e e l t h a t they need a s s i s t a n c e of some Americans I don't t h i n k i t v.ould be 

becoming on the p a r t of our Government to say that the people here t h a t are w i l l -

i n g to serve should not be p e r m i t t e d to do so, or r a t h e r that our Government 

wouldn't give i t s consent to t h e i r doing so. The l a s t body of experts t h a t was 

headed by General Dawes worked out what has proven to be an acceptable p l a n , and 

i n i t s o p e r a t i on has been s u c c e s s f u l , so that I judge that one of the main t h i n g s 

that i s l e f t to be considered i s the f i n a l amount t h a t Germany i s to pay. I f i t i s 

found that they c o u l d go on paying 2,500,000,000 marks, which i s about $625,000,000 

a year, then the o n l y q u e s t i o n to consider wo^ld be how l o n g they ought to keep on 
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paying i t . I f i t i s found there i s some reason f o r v a r y i n g t h a t amount, why t h a t 



is another q u e s t i o n , and i t i s f o r the purpose of d e c i d i n g what would seem to he 

f a i r between Germany, c o n s i d e r i n g i t s a b i l i t y , and the European c o u n t r i e s t h a t 

are i n t e r e s t e d on the other s i d e , i n c l u d i n g Japan and the t r i f l i n g amount t h a t 

is due us c o m p a r a t i v e l y , t h a t t h i s body of experts w i l l be brought t o g e t h e r . We 

are r e t u r n i n g , as you w i l l r e c a l l , the p r i v a t e p r o p e r t y o f the German n a t i o n a l s 

that we h e l d as s e c u r i t y f o r the payment due us as our b i l l f o r the Army o f 

Occupation, which i s some $200,000,000, and whatever may be found to be due by 

the German Claims Commission f o r damages which a c c r u ed t o our c i t i z e n s i n the e a r l y 

part o f the war, I t h i n k b e f o r e we went i n t o the war. Those two t o g e t h e r a r e n o t 

very l a r g e sums, so t h a t the amount due us i s not l a r g e . That, however, would not 

be a matter t h a t would be c o n s i d e r e d by a commission of experts - the amount of our 

b i l l . I f there i s a n y t h i n g to be done about t h a t a t t h i s conference i t would be 

done through our r e g u l a r d i p l o m a t i c r e p r e s e n t a t i v e , p r o b a b l y * a s , though t h e r e are 

Americans on the committee of e x p e r t s , they do not r e p r e s e n t the Government o f the 

U n i t e d S t a t e s . 

I have had an i n v i t a t i o n from Dr. Hamilton H o l t o f R o l l i n s C o l l e g e , at Winter 

Park, F l a . , to v i s i t the c o l l e g e w h i l e I am i n F l o r i d a . I t h i n k I made the mistake 

the other day i n speaking o f my t r i p to F l o r i d a o f s a y i n g t h a t the d e d i c a t i o n of 

the Sanctuary and the S i n g i n g Tower was to t a k e p l a c e a t Winter Park. That i s 

l o c a t e d at Mountain Lake and the c o l l e g e i s a t Winter Park. They ar e some SO m i l e s , 

perhaps a l i t t l e more, a p a r t . I am c o n s i d e r i n g making a v i s i t to R o l l i n s C o l l e g e , 

but I have some doubt as to whether I w i l l be a b l e to g i v e the time to i t . I d i d 

have i n mind when I accepted Mr. Bok»s i n v i t a t i o n t h a t the c o l l e g e and the Sanctuaey 

were i n the same town, but I f i n d I am SO or 40 m i l e s out o f the way about t h a t . 



So I am considering Dr. Holt's i n v i t a t i o n . He has in v i t e d me down there several 

times. I very much wanted to go. He came here when he was about to be inaugurated 

t i t h some prominent w r i t e r . Do you remember who that was, Mr. Clark? 

Mr. Clark: No, I don't. 

President: It wasn't McCutcheon. Well, i t is some equally good w r i t e r , I 

won't say reporter. 


