Friday, January 11, 1829,

Repcrt of the Newspaper Conference,

I don't seem to have any recollection of the name of Charles W. Lene of
Baltimore in connection with the District of Columbie Supreme Court Judgeship.

It is possible that the neme has gone over my desk and been referred in the
regular course to the Dept. of Justice for investigation and recommendation.
I don't remember thet name.

There hasn't anything new developed relative to the German reparations prob-
lem. I presume the conference has in mind what the situation ig; that the
European governments that are interested, including Germany, would like to secure
the services of two Americans to join with the experts that are to be appointed
by the Buropean governmenis, and we have reported to the European goverrnments that
our Government has no objection to their taking that course. It also needs to be
kept in mind that it is the European govermnments that are making the appointments
end meking the selections. I think, as I indiceted once before, I would be more
pleased if the Buropean governments would settle thet question themselves, but
if they feel that they need assistance of some Americans I don't think it would be
becoming on the part of our Government to say thet the people here that are will=-
ing to serve should not be permitted to do so, or rether that our Goverrment
wouldn't give its comsent to their doing so. The last body of experts thet was
headed by General Dawes worked out what has proven to be an acceptable plan, and
in its operation has been successful, so that I judge that one of the main things
that is left to be considered is the final amount that Germany is to pey. If it is
found thut they could go on paying 2,500,000,000 merks, which is about $625,000,000
& year, then the only question to consider wo.ld be how long they ought to keep on
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paying it. If it is found there is some reason for varying thaet amount, why that
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is another question, and it is for the purpose of deciding what would seem to be
fair between Germany, considering its ability, and the Europeen countries that
ere interested on the other side, including Japan end the trifling amount that
is due us comparatively, thet this body of experts will be brought together. Ve
are returning, as you will recall, the privete property of the German nstionals
that we held as security for the payment due us as our bill for the Army of
Occupation, which is some $200,000,000, and whatever may be found to be due by
the Germen Claims Commission for demeges which accrued to our citizens in the early
part of the war, I think before we went into the war. Those two together are not
very large sums, so that the amount due us is not large. That, houever, would not
be & matter that would be considered by a commission of experts - the amount of our
bill., If there is anything to be done about that at this conference it would be
done through our regular diplomatic repeesentative, probablye &8, though there are
fmericens on the committee of experts, they do not represent the Government of the

United States.

I have had an invitation from Dr. Hamilton Holt of Rollins College, at Winter
Park, Fla., to visit the college while I am in Florida. I think I made the mistake
the other day in speaking of my trip to Florida of saying that the dedication of
the Sanctuary and the Singing Tower wes to take place at Winter Park. Thet is
located at Mountein Lake and the college is at Winter Park. They are some 30 miles,
perhaps a little more, apart. I am considering meking a visit to Rollins College,
but I heve some doubt as to whether I will be able to give the time to it. I did
have in mind when I accepted Mr. Bok's invitation that the college and the Sanctuary

were in the same town, but I find I am 30 or 40 miles out of the wey about that.
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So I am considering Dr. Holt's invitation. He has invited me down there several

times. I very much wanted to go. He came here when he was about to be inaugurated
with some prominent writer. Do you remember who that was, Mr. Clark?
Mr. Clark: No, I don't.

President: It wasn't McCutcheon. Well, it is some egually good writer, I

son't say reporter.




