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I know t h a t there i s some l e g i s l a t i o n pending r e l a t i v e to i n c r e a s e s 

in pay, s a i d to c o r r e c t i n j u s t i c e s and i n e q u a l i t i e s t h at have r e s u l t e d under the 

last pay i n c r e a s e . One way to c o r r e c t i t i s , I suppose, to reduce the people 

that have had too much. I don't know t h a t any one i s suggesting t h a t t h a t s h o u l d 

he done. The u s u a l .course i s to work i n the other d i r e c t i o n and increas e those 

that t h i n k they have not r e c e i v e d enough. I f there are any r e a l i n j u s t i c e s and 

i n e q u a l i t i e s t h a t ought to he a d j u s t e d , I should g i v e t h a t very c a r e f u l con-

s i d e r a t i o n . I am somewhat d o u b t f u l about the e x i s t e n c e of anything t h a t bordered 

on i n j u s t i c e , and of course I am not i n f a v o r of any l a r g e increases i n pay. 

Everybody had t h e i r pay i n c r e a s e d l a s t year. I s t a r t e d out by f i n a l l y a g r e e i n g 

to #14,000,000, then they came back and wanted #18,000,000, then they boosted i t 

up to #22,000,000 or #23,000,000. I d i d n ' t f e e l l i k e v e t o i n g the b i l l . I f the 

committees had taken the a d v i c e t h a t was g i v e n them by people t h a t were q u a l i f i e d 

to g i v e advice they wouldn't have found they had l e g i s l a t e d i n a way t o g i v e any 

one an o p p o r t u n i t y to t h i n k there was i n j u s t i c e . They di d n ' t do t h a t . I have 

noti c e d i n the press t h a t I was r e p o r t e d as b e i n g i n f a v o r of t h i s l e g i s l a t i o n . 

I don't know of anything I have s a i d t hat i n d i c a t e d I was f a v o r a b l e to i t or un-

favorable. I am not i n f a v o r of any sweeping increases i n s a l a r i e s , because we 

have r e c e n t l y granted very l a r g e increases i n pay, much l a r g e r than I wanted t o 

grant, but i f there are some t r i f l i n g matters t h a t ought to be a d j u s t e d I shoul d 

probably take the o p i n i o n of the Congress on t h a t . 

There i s f u r t h e r l e g i s l a t i o n pending, I t h i n k , to increas e the amount th a t i s 

to be p a i d on r e t i r e m e n t . A b i l l has j u s t been passed f o r t h a t purpose which went 

as f a r as I thought we ought to go. We might very w e l l l e t that act go i n t o op-
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eratioxi and f i n d out from experience how i t worked. I f e l t i t was s u f f i c i e n t l y 

l i b e r a l i n i t s p r o v i s i o n s . I don't know of any reason f o r l e g i s l a t i n g on t h a t 

subject. Of course, what I say i n r e l a t i o n t o both these b i l l s i s i n a t e n t a t i v e 

nature, simply e x p r e s s i n g the o p i n i o n t h a t I have, w i t h the unde r s t a n d i ng t h a t when 

the l e g i s l a t i o n comes to me I w i l l take i t up and t r y and decide i t on i t s m e r i t s . 

Concerning the re t i r e m e n t b i l l , I f e e l r a t h e r more c e r t a i n than I do about the 

pay b i l l . I am c e r t a i n a re t i r e m e n t b i l l i s n ' t needed a t t h i s time. 

I don't t h i n k there i s a n y t h i n g f u r t h e r t h a t I co u l d say r e l a t i v e t o the ques-

t i o n o f German r e p a r a t i o n s . I t r i e d to i n d i c a t e what the s i t u a t i o n was a t the l a s t 

conference, so that the press might comment on i t w i t h an understanding o f what I 

thought the r e a l s i t u a t i o n was. The Americans are t o be appointed by the f o r e i g n 

c o u n t r i e s , but I do not know whom they are go i n g t o appoint . • When they make t h e i r 

appointments, I suppose they w i l l be the ones t h a t w i l l make the announcement. 

And I have no i n f o r m a t i o n as to when the appointments a r e to be made. I have seen 

s e v e r a l names suggested, but I have no i n f o r m a t i o n concerning them other than what 

has been i n the p r e s s . And I have no i n f o r m a t i o n as to the f u t u r e course o f Mr. 

G i l b e r t . He i s the Agent o f the Separations Commission, not the Agent o f the U n i t e d 

States or i t s Government i n any way. I f he was to be i n d i c a t i n g any e x p e c t a t i o n 

of what course he might pursue, o f course he would i n d i c a t e i t t o the people under 

whom he i s s e r v i n g , and not to us. 

I t h i n k i t i s l i k e l y t h a t the Senate w i l l reach a vote on the t r e a t y very so on. 

It i s an e s p e c i a l l y important s u b j e c t . I n f a c t , I don't know of an y t h i n g t h a t has 

come before the Senate w h i l e I have been President t h a t i s of g r e a t e r importance 

than t h i s t r e a t y . I t would do more than anything e l s e o f which I know to s t a b i l i z e 



and g i v e e x p r e s s i o n to the peace sentiment of the world and g r e a t l y i n c r e a s e the 

p r o b a b i l i t y of permanent peace. I t would be a very complete answer on our p a r t to 

the c r i t i c i s m t h at our country i s sometimes under, e s p e c i a l l y to any s u g g e s t i o n 

that we had any motives of aggression toward any other country. I t h i n k the Senate 

understands the s i t u a t i o n very w e l l and that they want to r a t i f y the t r e a t y and are 

e s p e c i a l l y desirous of a v o i d i n g any a c t i o n on the p a r t of the Senate that c o u l d be 

i n t e r p r e t e d e i t h e r here or abroad as v a r y i n g the terms of the t r e a t y by making any 

amendments or r e s e r v a t i o n s i n r e l a t i o n to i t . And w i t h t h a t s i t u a t i o n before the 

Senate and before the country, I f e e l q u i t e c e r t a i n t h a t the Senate w i l l a c t f a v -

o r a b l y on i t . 


