
I have j u s t learned w i t h i n the hour of the death of Benjamin F. Strong, 

the Governor of the Federal Reserve Bank, of New York. I have sent a message of 

lympathy to h i s son expressing my a p p r e c i a t i o n of h i s s e r v i c e and of the h i g h p o s i -

iion that he held i n the f i n a n c i a l world, both i n t h i s c o u n t r y and abroad. 

I am not enough o f an expert on ocean f l i g h t s to make any comment that 

lould he very h e l p f u l as to the proper r e s u l t of the f l i g h t of the Zepp e l i n. I t 

ippears to have demonstrated that i t i s p o s s i b l e to f l y across the ocean w i t h some 

degree of s a f e t y , but too soon to determine whether such f l i g h t s are going to be 

losaercially p r a c t i c a b l e . There i s very l i t t l e I could add to the telegram of con-

gratulation that I sent to the master of the s h i p . 

I am advised by my s t a f f that we have had some communications r e l a t i v e to 

the power development at Cumberland F a l l s , which have been r e f e r r e d i n the us u a l 

course to the Power Commission, who have e x c l u s i v e j u r i s d i c t i o n over the g r a n t i n g 

or the withholding of permits f o r power development of that nature. 

I am speaking, as I t h i n k the conference alread y knows, F r i d a y a t 

Fredericksburg, Va. at 5:00 i n the afternoon. There w i l l be an opport u n i ty f o r 

lembers of the press to go down on the t r a i n w i t h me, i f they so wish. Admiral 

Hughes i s going, General Summerall would go, but he i s i n the f a r West, and I have 

Invited General Lejeune. And Saturday evening a t 9:00 I am g i v i n g a short t a l k over 

the radio i n connection w i t h the c o n f e r r i n g of the medal that the Congress voted to 

Thomas A. Edison* I t would have been the u s u a l course f o r him to come to Washington 

and have the medal presented by me, but h i s h e a l t h i s such t h a t i t d i d not seem ex-

pedient. So Mr. Mel l o n i s to make the address of p r e s e n t a t i o n , and I an to make a 

fei remarks of a p p r e c i a t i o n to Mr. Edison of the great work he has done i n i n v e n t i o n 

and discovery i n the f i e l d of e l e c t r i c i t y and i t s a l l i e d f i e l d s . 

01738 


