
So f a r as I know, Ambassador Houghton has not i n d i c a t e d that he would ©r 

would not tender h i s r e s i g n a t i o n , because he i s a candidate f o r Senate i n the State 

of New York* 

I haven't seen what President Machado of Cuba may have s a i d r e l a t i v e to 

the Piatt Amendment. I have a great deal of confidence i n the President, but I 

don't know as any h e l p f u l r e s u l t could be secured from my undertaking to discuss 

that subject i n the press* 

I haven't any very d e f i n i t e information concerning the s i t u a t i o n i n 

linseed o i l at the present time r e l a t i v e to the amount of duty that i s imposed on 

! iaports. Some time ago, oh two or three years I should t h i n k , a report was made to 

me by the T a r i f f Commission r e l a t i v e to c e r t a i n l i n s e e d products under which I 

could, i f I had thought i t would be good p o l i c y f o r the country, have made some 

reduction i n the r a t e of duty. I d i d not think i t would be h e l p f u l to the f l a x 

industry at that time and I therefore d i d not make any reduction. Now, whether 

there has been any change i n the s i t u a t i o n , i n the comparative costs a t home and 

the p r i n c i p a l competing countries abroad, so that the Commission could f i n d that 

the difference i n costs are not already compensated f o r by the t a r i f f , I do not 

know. 

So f a r as I am advised, we have no o f f i c i a l information r e l a t i v e to the 

action which the French Government i s reported to have taken r e l a t i v e to an American 

newspaper man.for p u b l i s h i n g some a r t i c l e s r e l a t i v e to the E n g l i s h and French naval 

agreement. That may be e n t i r e l y a domestic matter and as such t h i s Government 

would not be warranted i n i n t e r f e r i n g i n i t . Of course, we do undertake t© pr©tect 

the legal r i g h t s of our c i t i s e n s when we f i n d on representation that they have been 



i t 

•infringed, 

I do not know of any comment that I can make on the t r a n s - A t l a n t i c f l i g h t 

I of the d i r i g i b l e Count Zeppelin, which i s scheduled to s t a r t to day, other than that 

I wish i t may be succ e s s f u l and my hope that i t may be an experiment that w i l l be 

! helpful i n the development of a v i a t i o n * 

I don't know exa c t l y what General Hines proposed r e l a t i v e to a separate 

department to handle a l l matters connected w i t h the war veterans, but I rather 

think from a conversation I had with him i t probably r e f e r r e d to h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n 

especially, There are some reasons why h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n could be done more success-

fully, i f i t was a l l under one d i r e c t i n g head than under the s i t u a t i o n we now have, 

ihen part of i t i s under the Bureau of the Budget and part of i t i s under another 

commission, I do not think i t would make very much d i f f e r e n c e with the expenses* 

There might be some instances when i t would be pos s i b l e f o r the Veterans Bureau 

to place men i n h o s p i t a l s that are now under another j u r i s d i c t i o n , but I t h i n k that 

is going on quite s t e a d i l y at the present time. I should t h i n k i t would be more a 

patter of convenience of adm i n i s t r a t i on than i t would be i n g r e a t l y reducing the cost 

of administration. 

I have no information about a suggested a c t i o n , which I think has been 

published, other than what I have seen i n the press r e l a t i v e to the proposal of 

certain of our diplomats abroad holding m i n i s t e r i a l p o s i t i o n s that they would not 

submit t h e i r resignations at the end of my ad m i n i s t r a t i o n . That, of course, would 

be a matter f o r the incoming ad m i n i s t r a t i on to decide* As I r e c a l l i t , both 

kbassadors and M i n i s t e r s are appointed f o r an i n d e f i n i t e time, but I th i n k the 

custom has been fo r them to submit t h e i r resignations at the end of the administra-

tion that appointed them. I don't see that that would have any p r a c t i c a l e f f e c t one 

wy or another. The C o n s t i t u t i o n places the conduct of f o r e i g n r e l a t i o n s i n the 
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hands of the President and the Ambassador and M i n i s t e r might be s a i d to be very 

largely the personal representative of the President i n c a r r y i n g out h i s i n s t r u c t i o n s , 

and if he does not r e s i g n and the President wishes to make a change he would un-

doubtedly have the power of removal* There i s an aspect of t h i s , though, that i s 

interesting. I t i s a recurrence of the d i s p o s i t i o n that i s manifest i n the Govern-

lent service on the part of people i n the s e r v i c e to undertake to make t h e i r body a 

self-perpetuating body, so that no one can come into the s e r v i c e unless he has a 

certificate of approval from those who are associated with them i n the s e r v i c e , and 

after he i s once i n to undertake to make some arrangement by which i t would be im-

possible for him to be displaced. That i s not i n accordance with our C o n s t i t u t i o n 

Mad laws, and of course would not work at a l l i n r e l a t i o n to our f o r e i g n s e r v i c e , 

where the representative i s p e c u l i a r l y a representative of the President. We have 

pertaken to b u i l d up a permanent s e r v i c e i n our f o r e i g n representation, and i f t h i s 

proposal i s merely a suggestion that we should continue our e f f o r t s to that end the 

proposal i s a l l r i g h t . I f i t has the other d e s i r e , the b u i l d i n g up of a s e l f - p e r -

petuating body, I don't know of any way that i t could be done, and i f i t could be 

accomplished i t would not work out w e l l . The f o r e i g n representatives must n e c e s s a r i l y 

represent the p o s i t i o n and opinion of the President as i t may be transmitted to them 

through the State Department* 


