
I haven't made any f u r t h e r plans about the Christmas h o l i d a y s , so I 

don't know what may develop i n r e l a t i o n to t h a t . Every time I go i n t o the 

South anywhere I am re c e i v e d so h o s p i t a b l y tha t I am always tempted to go aga i n . 

As you know, I have a l s o had a s i m i l a r experience i n going i n t o the West, though 

the West i s n ' t a place to tempt one so much i n c o l d weather. I t i s p o s s i b l e 

that I may make some short southern t r i p f o r the h o l i d a y s . The only p l a n I have 

about going t o Mountain Lake, F l o r i d a , i s to go there and make a short address 

dedicating a b i r d sanctuary and the chimes and r e t u r n . I have had some sug-

gestions about stopping a t Savannah and some other places i n Georgia. That i s 

under contemplation, but I haven't made any plan about i t . I t w i l l depend some-

thing on the pressure of business and the Congress. 

Would that t r i p be at the Christmas h o l i d a y season? 

President: No, that i s the f i r s t of February. I t h i n k the p l a n i s to 

have the d e d i c a t i o n on February 2nd. Is i t Feb. 2nd, Mr. Sanders? 

Mr. Sanders: I t was the 1st, I t h i n k , Mr. P r e s i d e n t . Feb. 1 s t . 

President : Yes, Feb. 1st. 

Question: What are the chimes you speak of? 

President : I t i s a s i n g i n g tower. The European name w i t h the E n g l i s h 

pronunciation i s c a r i l l o n . They are to be about the f i n e s t set of chime b e l l s 

that are i n the United S t a t e s . Some of you may r e c a l l v i s i t i n g a tower of that 

kind that had been donated by Mr. Barron a t the time I was up i n Massachusetts. 

Questipn; Is anybody donating these chimes? 

P r e s i d e n t : Yes, Mr. Bok. Mr. Edward Bok. 



Mr, Bok i s g i v i n g the b i r d sanctuary as a t r a c t of l a n d at t h i s p l a c e . 

He i s d e d i c a t i n g i t as a b i r d sanctuary and p u t t i n g up these b e l l s to i n t e r e s t 

the b i r d s i n music. 

I don't suppose t h a t my son w i l l be here over the h o l i d a y s . He i s 

busily engaged, as I understand i t , working f o r the r a i l r o a d . 

Question: Waen you s a i d you might be tempted to go South, i s th a t 

definite at a l l ? 

P r e s i d e n t : No, I have had i n v i t a t i o n s to go a l o n g down the co a s t , 

North and South C a r o l i n a , and down o f f the Georgia c o a s t , but n o t h i n g d e f i n i t e 

has been decided. 

I took up w i t h General Lord t h i s morning, Governor Towner, Senator 

Bingham and Rep. K i e s s of Pennsylvania the matter o f r e l i e f f o r Porto R i c o , which 

I had recommended i n ray message, and a b i l l has been prepared which has my gen-

eral approval. I am not f a m i l i a r w i t h the d e t a i l s of i t . So f a r as I know 

about i t , I approve the p r i n c i p l e o f i t . And I have a l s o signed to go up today 

a supplementary estimate f o r tax refunds, which i s about 155,000,000 more than 

the Treasury had f i g u r e d t h e i r t a x refunds would be, so t h a t i f t h a t i s taken 

up at t h i s time the §37,000,000 o f s u r p l u s t h a t I had expected would be i n 

existence on the 1st of J u l y or the l a s t day of June would be exhausted. That 

is a reason f o r very c a r e f u l c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the Congress i n making a d d i t i o n s 

that w i l l c a l l f o r expenditures before the 1st day of next J u l y . 

There are some suggestions b e i n g made t h a t the incoming P r e s i d e n t might not 

f i n d enough money i n a p p r o p r i a t i o n s w i t h which t o c a r r y on the work o f the Govern-

ment. Of course, i f t h a t should develop, he c o u l d apply to the Congress t h a t 
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to be made to increas e them. I t doesn't occur to me that the incoming P r e s i d e n t 

is going to be w o r r i e d about not having enough money to spend, so much as there 

is danger that he w i l l be w o r r i e d about the prospect o f a d e f i c i t . I f i t should 

transpire that there hasn't been enough money a p p r o p r i a t e d and there are funds 

with which to meet a l a r g e r a p p r o p r i a t i o n , why supplementary a p p r o p r i a t i o n s 

could be put i n the budget and when the Congress reconvenes i n r e g u l a r s e s s i o n next 

December, or i f there should be a s p e c i a l s e s s i o n , i t c o u l d be taken up then. But 

i f Congress should a p p r o p r i a t e more money than the Treasury has funds w i t h which 

to meet the a p p r o p r i a t i o n s , he would be faced w i t h a d e f i c i t , which would be v e r y 

d i f f i c u l t to take care o f . 

I have been very much i n t e r e s t e d to see the comment t h a t arose i n r e -

l a t i o n to a l i t t l e good w i l l piece t h a t I prepared f o r the S t . L o u i s P o s t - D i s p a t ch 

in r e c o g n i t i o n o f t h e i r 50th a n n i v e r s a r y . I t has been q u i t e e x t e n s i v e l y r e p r i n t e d 

by the press and c o n s i d e r a b l y commented on. There has been some sug g e s t i o n t h a t 

i t had reference to a summer White House. That i s not q u i t e the emphasis t h a t I 

intended to put on what I was s a y i n g . I t h i n k a P r e s i d e n t would l i k e to go away 

in the summer f o r a c o n s i d e r a b l e p e r i o d of time and v i s i t some par t of the country 

that he wasn't f a m i l i a r w i t h , and s t a y t h e r e long enough to absorb something of 

it s atmosphere. Of course, I have been t o New England some, but I went up t h e r e 

simply f o r r e c r e a t i o n , not because I expected to l e a r n much. I have been i n the 

West because I expected to l e a r n of thing s out there and i t has been ve r y h e l p f u l 

to me. What I had i n mind was a p l a c e where a P r e s i d e n t c o u l d spend a week end. 

It so happened t h a t I was brought up a t an e l e v a t i o n of 1400 f t . and so I n o t i c e 

perhaps more than others might s t a y i n g here a t sea l e v e l . I would l i k e a place 

where I c o u l d go i n two or not more than three hours, an automobile r i d e , and s t a y 



overnight i f I wanted t o , leave Saturday a f t e r lunch as I do to go on the May-

flower, or F r i d a y , and get hack here Monday morning i n time to perform the usual 

office d u t i e s . So, wh i l e a place of that k i n d would probably be designated as a 

summer White House i t r e a l l y i s n ' t t h a t . I t would be a place that the President 

might use a l l the year round. I t would be a place i n the h i l l s somewhere that 

would be a l i t t l e c o o l e r and give a l i t t l e e l e vation.Thereis a place that i s owned 

by the A g r i c u l t u r a l Department not so very f a r away where they undertook to estab-

l i s h a post f o r weather observations. I t has a very good house on i t and i s w e l l 

provided w i t h out b u i l d i n g s . 

Question: That i s i n V i r g i n i a i s n ' t i t ? 

Preside n t : Yes, I t h i n k i t i s about 85 miles away. 

Question: In Bluemont? 

Pr e s i d e n t : Yes. I have never been there, but Iknow about the p l a c e . 

It i s f o r s a l e because i t didn't work out as i t was expected. I t has a good e l e -

vation and might be a place that could be considered. 

Question: Have you r e c e i v e d any l e t t e r s suggesting p l a c e s , and so on? 

Pr e s i d e n t : No, I don't th i n k so. 
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