
I haven't made any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about the c r u i s e r b i l l . I have been 

having the Bureau of the Budget i n v e s t i g a t e the amount of money t h a t i t would be 

necessary to a p p r o p r i a t e under i t and they t h i n k t h a t the immediate a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

would be about $45,000,000 t o #50,000,000 to put i t i n t o o p e r a t i o n f o r the f i s c a l 

year t h a t ends June 30, 1929 and the coming f i s c a l year t h a t ends June 30, 1930. For 

this present f i s c a l y ear the amount would be v e r y s m a l l . The main a p p r o p r i a t i o n 

would be r e q u i r e d f o r the next f i s c a l year. 

I had hoped, as I t h i n k I have a l r e a d y i n d i c a t e d , t h a t i t would be p o s s i b l e 

jfor the experts conference on r e p a r a t i o n s now s i t t i n g i n P a r i s to agree on some mem-

ber other than a c i t i z e n of the U n i t e d S t a t e s f o r t h e i r Chairman. I t d i d not seem 

possible f o r them t o do t h a t , so t h a t o f course I i n d i c a t e d t o Mr. Young t h a t he and 

Mr. Morgan were to use t h e i r d i s c r e t i o n about Mr. Young a c c e p t i n g the chairmanship. 

I understand he has done so. That seemed t o be necessary. I t wouldn't be o f any valu e 

just to permit c i t i z e n s of the U n i t e d S t a t e s t o go over there t o h e l p u n l e s s t h e i r h e l p 

is to be of such a nature as would be e f f e c t i v e . While I would have p r e f e r r e d t o have 

another person than a c i t i z e n of the U n i t e d S t a t e s Chairman, i t seemed to be best under 

the circumstances f o r Mr. Young t o s e r v e . 

I haven't any i n f o r m a t i o n r e l a t i v e to the agreement t h a t has been reached 

between the V a t i c a n and the I t a l i a n Government, other than what I have seen i n the 

headlines of the p r e s s . I don't understand t h a t i t i s a matter t h a t r e q u i r e s any a c t i o n 

of any k i n d on the p a r t of uur Government. 
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I expect to leave Washington on the a f t e r n o o n of the 4 t h o f March and s h a l l he 

eaded f o r Northampton. I don't know whether we can l e a v e e a r l y enough t o r e a c h N o r t h — 

Upton t h a t n i g h t * As I have e x p l a i n e d h e f o r e , the v e r y c r i t i c a l c o n d i t i o n o f Mrs. 

oodhue makes i t necessary f o r Mrs. Coolidge t o go to h e r bedside. 

I am h a v i n g r a t h e r more t r o u b l e i n g e t t i n g out o f the White House t h a n I had 

& g e t t i n g i n . T h e r e i s a v e r y l a r g e accumulation o f t h i n g s t h a t a P r e s i d e n t a c q u i r e s w h i l e 

ie i s i n the White House. Most of them are of no i n t r i n s i c v a l u e , o t h e r than the f a c t 

hat they have been a s s o c i a t e d w i t h t h e r e s i d e n c e o f the P r e s i d e n t i n the White House 

for some c o n s i d e r a b l e time . I t makes me d e s i r e t o keep them. The p a c k i n g o f them up i s 

igood d e a l o f an o p e r a t i o n . I t h i n k we have a l r e a d y reached something l i k e over 150 

;oxes • 

You know Mrs. Coolidge and I are very much i n t e r e s t e d i n the C l a r k e S c h o o l , 

ibe was t h e r e f o r two years b e f o r e she was m a r r i e d . I am one of the t r u s t e e s and we 

me been a s s i s t i n g i n an e f f o r t t o r a i s e an endowment fund o f #2,000,000 f o r i t , t o 

(hich l i b e r a l s u b s c r i p t i o n s have a l r e a d y been made, and I t h i n k we s h a l l he s u c c e s s f u l 

In r e a c h i n g t h a t amount. I t occurs t o me t h a t the conference can h e l p a l i t t l e on t h a t 

If i t i s disposed to i n t h i s way. I have r e c e n t l y had a bookplate made which goes i n t o 

kch books as I have, and t h e r e are q u i t e a number of people t h a t c o l l e c t b o o k p l a t e s . 

[ have arranged w i t h the people t h a t make the bookplate t h a t they w i l l f u r n i s h one o f 

hem t o any one who wants to make a c o n t r i b u t i o n o f #5.00 to the C l a r k e S c h o o l , and such 

persons as have been approached on t h a t s u b j e c t , those t h a t have w r i t t e n i n f o r a book-

plate, have been very generous i n t h e i r response and have i n d i c a t e d a g r e a t s a t i s f a c t i o n 

in s e c u r i n g a bookplate i n t h a t way. 
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Q u e s t i o n : Do you know the amount t h a t i s s t i l l r e m a i n i n g t o he r a i s e d ? 

P r e s i d e n t : No. We have over #1,500,000. .I t h i n k t he amount has now r e a c h e d 

between #1,500,000 and #1,600,000. 

No t h i n g f u r t h e r has developed r e l a t i v e to the D i s t r i c t C o u r t , D i s t r i c t o f 

Columbia. 

I t h i n k t h a t I s h a l l he ready to d e c i d e the ma t t e r o f t h e c r u i s e r h i l l w i t h i n 

a day o r two. 

I haven't seen the Capper r e s o l u t i o n r e l a t i v e t o g i v i n g t he P r e s i d e n t a u-

i t h s r i t y t o put an embargo on the s a l e o f arms. Such comment as I have seen on i t i n d i -

I 

cates t h a t i t may go somewhat f a r t h e r t ha n I would t h i n k i t was wise t o go. The 

jPresident a l r e a d y has power to embargo arms and ammunition a g a i n s t the w e s t e r n hemi-

sphere when t h e r e a r e domestic d i s t u r b a n c e s w i t h i n any o f the n a t i o n s , and a g a i n s t any 

other c o u n t r y where we have e x t r a - t e r r i t o r i a l j u r i s d i c t i o n . We have t h a t i n C h i n a , f o r 

instance, and f o r m e r l y had i t i n Turkey, hut I t h i n k t h a t has been e l i m i n a t e d . I t h i n k 

that something o f t h a t n a t u r e might be h e l p f u l . I t would be extended, o f c o u r s e , t o 

include cases where t h e r e was not o n l y a domestic d i s t u r b a n c e , but where t h e r e was 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l c o n f l i c t . There has been a h i l l i n the Congress by which i t was proposed 

to enact a law a b s o l u t e l y p r o h i b i t i n g i n the f u t u r e any expor t o f arms and ammunition 

to any c o u n t r y or c o u n t r i e s t h a t were a t war. There a re some o b j e c t i o n s t o t h a t . The 

small e r n a t i o n s t h a t do not make arms and mu n i t i o n s would f e e l t h a t t h a t would he a 

handicap on them. I f they were a t war w i t h some ot h e r c o u n t r y , t h e y c o u l d n ' t s e c u r e 

arms and m u n i t i o n s , and the c o u n t r y t h a t manufactured arms and m u n i t i o n s c o u l d secure 

them. I would l o o k w i t h sympathy on a p r o p o s a l of t h a t k i n d as f a r as t h e p r i n c i p l e i s 
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jfolved, but I should want to have the d e t a i l s of i t c a r e f u l l y i n v e s t i g a t e d b e f o r e 

dicing any s p e c i f i c commitments i n r e l a t i o n to i t . 
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