
W i t h i n two o r t h r e e weeks I c o n f e r r e d w i t h some o f the Senators r e l a t i v e t o 

ifailroad c o n s o l i d a t i o n l e g i s l a t i o n . They thought a t t h a t time i t might be p o s s i b l e t o 

Secure the passage of a b i l l a t t h i s s e s s i o n , I do not t h i n k t h a t l a t e r developments 

lave been very encouraging, hut such l e g i s l a t i o n i s not i m p o s s i b l e , 

I have a telegram from Mayor N i c h o l s o f Boston u r g i n g c o n s t r u c t i o n of one 

j if the new c r u i s e r s a t the Navy l a r d a t Boston, I t h i n k every time there i s any n a v a l 

Construction work t o be done t h a t each o f the navy yards i n the U n i t e d S t a t e s sends 

liord to the Department and the P r e s i d e n t , and oftentimes t h e i r d e l e g a t i o n w a i t s on the 

Apartment, and urges t h a t the work be done i n t h e i r y a r d . A l l t h a t I can say t o any 

of those i s t h a t we w i l l t r y and have the work done where i t seems t o he most ad-

vantageous to the country and the Navy, and a l s o do a n y t h i n g we can to a s s i s t any 

l o c a l i t y . Navy y a r d s , you know, r e a l l y ought to he f o r the b e n e f i t of the Navy and 

the country. Yet, they are g e n e r a l l y considered to he f o r the b e n e f i t of the l o c a l i t y 

in which they are l o c a t e d . 

I had a c a l l from R e p r e s e n t a t i v e McLeod t h i s morning. He has been very much 

interested i n C o n g r e s s i o n a l reapportionment. He i s a v e r y e n t e r p r i s i n g R e p r e s e n t a t i v e 

and I hope the press w i l l g i v e him a l l the c r e d i t and a l l the p u b l i c i t y t h a t i t can. 

I haven't had a r e p o r t y e t on the matter of making the Samoa I s l a n d s p a r t 

of the U n i t e d S t a t e s t e r r i t o r y . There have been suggestions o f t h a t nature from time 

to time, but I should want to have a v e r y c a r e f u l i n v e s t i g a t i o n made to see j u s t what 

is i n v o l v e d i n the p r o p o s a l before making a f i n a l d e c i s i o n on i t . 
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I am h a v i n g some i n v e s t i g a t i o n s made r e l a t i v e t o the i m m i g r a t i o n quotas 

ander the n a t i o n a l o r i g i n s measure. The i n v e s t i g a t i o n s t h a t were made a y e a r ago were 

not very s a t i s f a c t o r y and f o r t h a t r e a s o n the p r o v i s i o n s o f the law ought t o he 

.carefully c o n s i d e r e d . I doubt i f I s h a l l have s u f f i c i e n t i n f o r m a t i o n b e f o r e me on which 

to a c t b e f o r e the 4 t h of March, but the i n f o r m a t i o n w i l l be a v a i l a b l e i n season f o r my 

successor to tak e such a c t i o n as he may wi s h . 

S t u d i e s a r e a l s o b e i n g made r e l a t i v e t o i n t e r n a t i o n a l a v i a t i o n . I n 1919 I 

p h i n k a t P a r i s , and I am o f the i m p r e s s i o n as a p a r t o f the t r e a t y o f V e r s a i l l e s , some 

i n t e r n a t i o n a l r e g u l a t i o n s were agreed t o . Some have thought t h a t i t would be w e l l j u s t 

to adopt t r e a t y p r o v i s i o n s l i k e those i n c l u d e d i n the V e r s a i l l e s t r e a t y . I had thought 

been 

ithat such a c t i o n would p r o b a b l y be wise and have / a d v i s ed by t h e Department of Commerce 

that they f e e l t h a t f u r t h e r s t u d i e s s h o u l d be made o f t h a t q u e s t i o n b e f o r e f i n a l de-

Ic i s i o n , so t h a t I s h o u l d answer t h i s q u e s t i o n r e l a t i v e t o f l i g h t s over the Panama 

Zone as r e q u i r i n g f u r t h e r study b e f o r e f i n a l d e c i s i o n i s made about i t . A t the p r e s e n t 

not 

Slme i t has been our p o l i c y / t o permit f l i g h t s o f f o r e i g n a i r p l a n e s over the Canal Zone. 

I u nderstoo d from the conference t h a t I had y e s t e r d a y morning w i t h s e v e r a l 

members of the Senate and the House, i n c l u d i n g Senator H a l e , t h a t they d i d not w i s h 

for any money to s t a r t b u i l d i n g c r u i s e r s i n the p r e s e n t f i s c a l y e a r . I t r e a l l y makes 

l i t t l e d i f f e r e n c e whether some c r u i s e r s are s t a r t e d i n Jur.e o f 1929 and some i n June o f 

1930, or whether some a r e s t a r t e d i n September o f 1929 and September o f 1930, I s e n t 

up an amount of a p p r o p r i a t i o n under the budget which I understood was s a t i s f a c t o r y t o 

Jthe Navy Dept. I t was i n accordance w i t h one of the p l a n s t h e y had worked out and sub-
i B i i t t e d t o the Bureau of the Budget and would b r i n g t h e n a v a l c o n s t r u c t i o n program f o r 

t h i s y e a r up t o about $50,000,000, next y e a r I t h i n k up t o about $90,000,000, and so on 
u n t i l the program i s f i n i s h e d . 01813 


