
Enroute t o Washington From Northampton, 
Tuesday, November 6, 1928. 

Report of the Press Conference, • 

No f i n a l d e t e r m i n a t i o n has been made about th e Ambassador t o 

England, While the p r o b a b i l i t i e s seem t o i n d i c a t e t h a t Ambassador Houghton 

w i l l be chosen Senator, I suppose every prudent man knows t h a t every e l e c t i o n 

i s u n c e r t a i n . I t may be t h a t he v/ont be e l e c t e d . I t i s n ' t ray p r a c t i c e t o r u n 

ahead of events. So I haven't made any f i n a l d e c i s i o n about h i s s u c c e s s o r . 

There i s always work enough f o r the P r e s i d e n t t o do, i f he does i t a f t e r the 

event c a l l s f o r i t . 

I expect t o r e t i r e t o n i g h t about the u s u a l time , between 10 and 

11, u n l e s s i t i s a very c l o s e e l e c t i o n . By t h a t time we ought t o know p r e t t y 

w e l l what the outcome w i l l be, and i f i t i s c l o s e we wouldn't know u n t i l t o -

morrow anyway. 

Question: Massachusetts comes i n e a r l y doesn't i t ? 

P r e s i d e n t : W e l l , we ought t o know by 10 o ' c l o c k , u n l e s s i t i s v e r y 

c l o s e . I don't expect t o make any statement. E l e c t i o n day i s a day when the 

people of the countr y speak. I t w i l l be p a r t i c u l a r l y becoming f o r the P r e s i d e n t 

on t h a t day to keep s i l e n t and l e t the people do t h e speaking. 

Of course, I don't know whether I s h a l l r e t u r n t o Northampton t o 

l i v e . That i s my p l a c e of r e s i d e n c e and l i k e l y t o continue t o be. Amoved 

some of my b r i c a b r a c and t h i n g s t h a t have accumulated t h a t we don't use up t o 

Northampton today, because I suppose a f t e r the 4 t h of March I c o u l d n ' t v e r y w e l l 

keep i t i n the White House. I t has t o be kept somewhere. 

I understood t h a t my son John voted by m a i l . 

The pres s has noted somewhat the v e r y important events t h a t have 

taken p l a c e i n Nicaragua, but they have been b u r i e d up so i n our e l e c t i o n here 
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and probably w i l l c ontinue t o be f o r s e v e r a l days, so t h a t I do not know t h a t comment 

of mine on i t would be l i k e l y to get ve r y much space. But the outcome down t h e r e 

has been p a r t i c u l a r l y s u c c e s s f u l and p a r t i c u l a r l y agreeable t o the U n i t e d S t a t e s 

Government. I t h i n k i t demonstrates c l e a r l y t h a t we were p u r s u i n g the r i g h t c o u r s e . 

I suppose every one knows and r e c a l l s t h a t the marines had been i n t h e r e f o r a number 

[of years. I was anxious t o withdraw from a c o n t a c t of t h a t k i n d and took the marines 

out. Ihey hadn't been out o n l y about 30 days when r e v o l u t i o n s t a r t e d and even then 

we withheld any a c t i o n i n r e l a t i o n to i t as l o n g as we c o u l d . F i n a l l y our c i t i z e n s 

! and t h e i r p r o p e r t y were i n so much jeopardy t h a t a t the ea r n e s t s o l i c i t a t i o n of the 

Government of Nica r a g ua we sant marines t h e r e t o p r o t e c t our i n t e r e s t s . There was 

a very t e r r i b l e w a r f a r e g o i n g on between the people of the country, the l o s s of l i f e 

was very g r e a t , and i n order t o compose t h a t I sent C o l o n e l Stimson down, who made 

the plan which we have been c a r r y i n g out and which was s u c c e s s f u l l y consummated l a s t 

Sunday. They h e l d a peaceable and o r d e r l y e l e c t i o n which a p p a r e n t l y i s an ex-

pression of the w i l l o f t h a t c o u n t r y . Our p o l i c y t h e r e , of course, has been ve r y 

similar to our p o l i c y i n Mexico and China, of t r y i n g peaceably t o compose our d i f -

ferences. We are succeeding a d m i r a b l y i n Mexico, and the s i t u a t i o n i n China which 

was very ominous i n the w i n t e r and s p r i n g of 1926 has a l s o been composed, so much 

so that we now have under c o n s i d e r a t i o n the q u e s t i o n of r a i s i n g our l e g a t i o n t h e r e 

to an embassy. We were besought t o take v e r y s t r o n g m i l i t a r y a c t i o n a g a i n s t China, 

which I a l l the time r e f u s e d t o do, t h i n k i n g t h a t i t was much more l i k e l y y t h a t 4;hey 

would be a b l e t o a d j u s t t h e i r own d i f f e r e n c e s i f we r e f r a i n e d from i n t e r f e r i n g or 

doing any more than was neces s a r y t o p r o t e c t the l i v e s and i n t e r e s t s o f our people 

there. 

We are v e r y h o p e f u l a l s o of g e t t i n g a f i n a l s e ttlemen t of the Tacna-Arica 

controversy. I t i s q u i t e apparent t h a t t h e r e i s a new s p i r i t i n C h i l e and P e r u . 

They have resumed d i p l o m a t i c r e l a t i o n s , as neighbors have l a r g e mutual commercial 
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'nterests, and there is a manifest determination to make an adjustment of this 

question which has heen troublesome for them for more than 40 years. Our policy in 

all those difficulties has been one of peace, conciliation, good will, patience 

and cooperation. 'While our interests necessarily have suffered some from the un-

certainty and confusion, the result seems to demonstrate that the best course has 

teen taken for their protection and the maintenance of friendly relat ons with a l l 

of those different countries. 

We called on mother Goodhue this morning. She has apparently lost con-

siderable since I saw her the last time. There is a more marked change in her 

since we were there in September than there had been at any other time that I 

visited her. It is gratifying to know that she suffers very l i t t l e pain and is as 

comfortable as could be expected. 

Question: Then the foreign questions are pretty well cleaned up? 

President: Well, they never get closed up, but those immediate difficulties 

apparently are working out successfully and being closed up. We are bringing home 

considerable of our forces from China and will now be in a position to withdraw 

considerable of our forces from Nicaragua. 
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