
The only information I have about the f i r e at F a l l R i v e r which has not 

already been published i s the f a c t t h a t I have sent a wire to the Mayor of F a l l 

Biver t e l l i n g him that I have d i r e c t e d the Naval forces and the Army forc e s i n that 

v i c i n i t y to give him any assi s t a n ce he may wish. 

There are quite a good many of the members of the conference that don't 

seem to be able to comprehend j u s t what these conferences are h e l d f o r . They are 

not i n any sense interviews to be given out by the press, or statements. They 
i f 

simply f u r n i s h a background, so that/people who are w r i t i n g f o r the press d e s i r e 

to write on a c e r t a i n subject they may have the proper information w i t h which to 

write t h e i r s t o r y . They ought not to be r e f e r r e d to as statements from the White 

House and there ought not to be any reference to the f a c t that there i s a news-

paper conference here. Constant p r a c t i c e of that k i n d by the men who w r i t e f o r 

the press hamper me very g r e a t l y i n the help that I might give them. Every time 

I make a statement that i s of any p a r t i c u l a r importance as news, those who under-

take to w r i t e a s t o r y about i t give i t out as though i t was a statement that I had 

made or an inte r v i e w that I had given, so that I had to r e f r a i n from saying any-

thing that might be reported along that l i n e . So I suggest to you th a t you exer-

cise more care about that and remember that these are not interviews and not 

statements from the White House, but simply information that I give to the press 

in order that i t may i n t e l l i g e n t l y w r i t e reports and comments about the subjects 

that I d e a l t on. 


