
I don't know of anything that i s being done by the Washington au-

thorities r e l a t i v e to the of f i c e r s and crew of the President Roosevelt for 

rescuing the B r i t i s h freighter Antinoe. They have been honored by the B r i t i s h 

Government. Whether that would be considered s u f f i c i e n t I am not certain, as 

it was a service rendered to the B r i t i s h . Perhaps i t would be thought s u f f i c i e n t 

that the B r i t i s h shoald make proper recognition of i t . I have no doubt that 

the Department of Commerce w i l l consider i t to see whether anything ought to be 

done here. 

There isn't any new development i n r e l a t i o n to the Arms Preliminary 

Conference. 

I have no information except that which I have secured from the press 

relative to the investigation of the prices of coal i n the D i s t r i c t . I judge 

it is being adequately cared for and that an investigation w i l l determine whether 

the prices are f a i r or not. 

Representative Lehlbach came i n to see me the other day about the 

retirement b i l l and advises me that he i s waiting u n t i l some report of an i n -

vestigation which i s going on i s made before a f i n a l tax determination i n r e l a t i o n 

to i t . I don't think anything was said about l e g i s l a t i o n abolishing the 

Personnel C l a s s i f i c a t i o n Board. It i s true that I should look with favor on a 

moderate raise i n the amount that i s paid to the employees on their retirement. 



I don't know about the resolution i n the Congress r e l a t i v e to the 

investigation of the butter t a r i f f . There were some investigations started at a 

time when pretty large importations of four to eight m i l l i o n pounds from Denmark 

were coming i n . Those have almost e n t i r e l y dwindled away u n t i l now I t*aink the 

importations are down to 400,000 pounds from that source which has made necessary 

the s h i f t i n g of the place of the investigations to f i n d what was the chief com-

peting market. I think there are now a large number of very small importations 

that t r i c k l e i n over the northern border from Canada, and i t i s very d i f f i c u l t 

to ascertain costs i n those cases of production abroad, and as they come i n i n 

small quantities i t i s d i f f i c u l t to see what e f f e c t , i f any, they have on the 

market. When large amounts came i n to one market, l i k e New York, i t was more 

easy to see what results were. Now importations come i n from New Zealand, so 

it is necessary to broaden out the inquiry, which i s made d i f f i c u l t on account 

of i t s extension. 

I have here a statement about a b i l l authorizing a Federal appropriation 

for #4,186,500 for the Federal p a r t i c i p a t i o n i n the Sesquieentennial. That i s 

larger than I thought any one had proposed. I had some t a l k with Representative 

Vare about i t and understood that #2,500,000 would be enough to cover everything. 

I am not quite certai n of course whether this i s an appropriation. I f i t i s 

reported from the committee on Industrial Arts and Expositions I t i s n ' t an ap-

propriation. I t i s an authorization, which i s quite d i f f e r e n t . The authorization 

might be for any sum. The outside sum would naturally be put i n , and afterwards 



as i t developed an appropriation would be made for the carryin g out of the 

authorization. I haven't known exactly what amount ought to be appropriated. 

It has been l e f t to the national commission headed by Secretary Hoover, and 

I know he thought i t was necessary to have about $500,000 to make provision 

for the necessary space that the Departments would use f o r e x h i b i t i o n purposes. 

How much i t i s going to cost f o r the Army and Navy to p a r t i c i p a t e , I don't 

know. In a l l the conversations I understood arrangements had been made that 

the Army and Navy were not to make any expenditures, that they were to be borne 

by the Exposition. (4,000,000 i s quite a l i t t l e more than I had thought was 

going to be necessary. So f a r as I have information now, i t i s more than I 

care to approve. I may have a d d i t i o n al information i n the future that w i l l 

lead me to approve that amount, but of the things that have been presented to 

me there haven't yet been given me adequate reasons f o r expending that amount. 

Now, they may have enlarged the E x h i b i t i o n i n some way as to make that neces-

sary, but I understood that $2,500,000 was the outside. 

There i s n ' t any new development i n the coal s i t u a t i o n . 

I haven't any very d e f i n i t e information about the l o c a t i o n of a 

hospital to accommodate Mass,, Maine, N.H. and Vermont veterans. I understood 

i t was to be located w i t h i n f i f t e e n miles of Boston. I haven't any choice 

about i t , nor any l o c a t i o n that I desire to put forward. The process i n those 

things i s f o r the H o s p i t a l i z a t i o n Board to study the s i t u a t i o n and make a 

recommendation to me. I am very s o l i c i t o u s however that hospitals' should be 

located i n a place that w i l l seem to the veterans around Boston to accommodate 
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them. That i s the largest center of the veteran population that i s i n the 

District and i f they are taken care of why the large center w i l l he taken care 

of, and of course i f i t i s a matter of a long distance to t r a v e l i t doesn't 

make very much difference whether the s t a r t i s made from Burlington Yt. or 

Bar Harbor. I t makes very l i t t l e difference when you get 15 miles or 40 miles 

from Boston, but those that are r i g h t i n Boston I want to have very much pleased 

with the lo c a t i o n of the h o s p i t a l . That i s the largest number and the largest 

element. 

I have already spoken about the Sesquicentennial. 

I have already spoken about the President Roosevelt. 

I have been very much pleased with the progress of l e g i s l a t i o n i n the 

Congress. The House very quickly passed several b i l l s that were important, 

chief of which of course i s the tax b i l l . The Senate has taken f i n a l action 

on the Court proposition and i s ra p i d ly nearing f i n a l a c t i o n , so f a r as i t i s 

concerned, i n t h i s preliminary stage, on the tax b i l l . What I have been 

gratified about i s the businesslike way i n which both of those proposals have been 

treated and the absence of partisanship. The Senate seems to r e a l i z e that i n 

foreign fa a f f a i r s there ought to be no partisanship, and i n a business matter 

like taxation there wasn't much room for partisanship. Both parties i n the 

House, both parties i n the Senate, have cooperated very e f f e c t i v e l y to bring 

both of these questions to a speedy conclusion. I t shows that the business-

like attitude on the part of Congress i s exceedingly g r a t i f y i n g to me and i t 

must be g r a t i f y i n g to the country. 



Presss Did cloture have anything to do with i t , Mr. President? 

President: The cloture of course speeded up the action on the World 

Court. 
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