To the House of Representotives:

Herewith is returned, withomt approvel, ¥ R 7752 a bl
tiv bt the lssue of reserve supplies or equlpment held by the
War Department,

This Wl provides that no lssues of reserve supplles or equip-
ment shall be made where such lssues would lmpalr the re-
rerves beld by the War Department for two fleld armics or
1,000 ey, exeept sapplies of equipowent Becomtng obsolete,
deterioratel, or useess,

For several years the asnpual appropristion sets for the
War Departieent have included o proviston thet onder the
authorizations therein contaloed o lssoes of reseryve supplies
or eguipment shall be made where such Issues would {mpair
the rescrves held by the War Department for two  feld
armies or 1000000 men, The authorizatiens to which this
provisten directed itself were those embraced in the anooal
appropriativn acts for the War Depariment covering the issu-
aice of uniforms, euipment, or matérlel to the Natlonal
Gugrd, the Rescrve (WHoers” Trajuing Corps, aad the civillan
mdlitary training camps from the surplus or reserve stocks of
the War Deparbment. Bl FL R 7752 goes far beyond the
goope of e provision whieh has appeared in the annusl pppro-
printion mets for the War Depnriment. Iy virtuslly sets sside
these peserve supplles and equipmest sl preciodes their Issue
for aoy porpose where such issnes wonld impalr the reserves
beld by the War Department for two Beld armies. In cases of
eiergency Lappening withiln any of our States, invelving the
loms of life or property, the War Department has been the
principsl Federal agency to render sssistance, The ability of
the War Department to respomid bo these cases Is pecessarily
mpensured by the availabillity of the sapplies and equipment
necessiry to proper rellef. [f the War Department (s e
elmdid From using these reserve suppdies god squipment in case
of actunl and lmperative call, its effectivencss as an agendy to
reliove disiress ja dimintshed, 1t Is my onderstanding (hat e
War Tepartment thinks this measare too restrictive,

I do not understand that it was the Intentlon of the Congress
to plnee any restrictlon on the use of these reserves in Teal
wpergencies where the aid of the Federal Covernment Is neéces-
snry to relieve the suffering and distress of the people.  [tather
do the reports on this bill lndicate that It was the intention
of the Congress slmply to ennct Into permanent legialition the
provision which hus sppeared in the aonanl appropriation acts,
It thix proposed legislation earried out only this intention, |
would have no objection to offer to it, but for the reasons stoted
I am returning the bill without my approval,

Carvix CooLIDoR.



