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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., April 20—Whenever any questions arise
as to onr relations with countries south of the Rio Grande some one
always brings forward the charge that our business enterprises in those
regions are engaged in exploifing the native population., The inference
intended is one of criticism of our commercisl activities as entirely sel-
fish on our part and degrading to the people who come in contact with
them.

This charge has no general application, Our business men have
often gone into regions that had made Httle progress for hundreds
of years, They have given employment at fair wages, built ‘roads,
zchools, hospitals and churches, opeped mines, turhed the jungle into
productivity and made the eountry sanitary. Our presence, our capifal,
‘our skill have given the inhabitants their main chance to rise in the
seale of civilization, OCur peoplé have made large investments:in the
government loans of these countries, which heve not been -Tepaid. We
have done .much more for the people with whom we have come in
contact than they have done for us. Up to the present time a strict
balancing of accounts would probably show that we are the ones who
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