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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Aug. 21.—A serious weakness of the direct
primary :is_the cost to the candidate The plcture of an electorate,
eager and informed, going to the polls to defeat all that is bad and
‘to elect-all that {s.good has proven an illusion. Human nature, in spite
of legislation, is still human nature and functions accordingly. Secur-
ing good go'u'ernment by presenting good issues and candidates to the
people requires work and money.

At‘. an -election this is Provided by the party organization. In a
primary the candidates must have their personal erganization, involving
large expense in a large state.

Oftentimes in polltlcs too much money defeats itself, but not
plways. Then when ‘the person apparently alected with no vlolatlon_
of any state or national law is presented to take the oath of office,’
trouple -begins, The Federal Constitution specifies the. quahﬁcations
of officeholders and the method of election. . Yet when all these
‘requirements are met admission to the Senate may be denied.

Large personal expenditures are an evil. Their necessity can be
removed by returning to the original method of election. But it is
even worse for the Senate to evade or violate the Constitution in an
effori to apply “an exira legal remedy.”
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