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NORTHAMPTON, Mass, Feb. 19.—One of our mosk beneficial
institutions is the town meeting. Each springtime sees it fourish all
over rural New England, whence it spread to other paris of the nation.
In this region it goes back to the cabin of the Mayflower, where before
the final landing of the Pilgrims they adopted the compact which was
the forerupner of our written constitutions. .For more than twenty
years the town meeting was the supreme legislative and judicial
authority in the Plymouth colony.

No more effective instrument for demonstrating the principle of
equality and liberty and teaching the art of self-government has been
devised. When the people of a state who are qualified voters can
meet together on a common footing in assemblies of moderate size and
there, after due deliberation, choose their own magistrates, impose
their own taxes and appropriate their own money; they have provided
themselves with the firmest foundation of government and the hest
guaranties of liberty., Such gathetings afford the finest fraining in the
practical elements of citizenship. By placing both fhe power and
responsibility solely in their hands the town meeting demonstrates to
the people that this is their country and their government.
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