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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Feb. 256.—The movement sponsored at
":"Washington for enlarging public activity for child welfare holds a
promise of much good. For many years some of the states have had
i charitable organizations for the prevention of cruelty to children which
i pave maintained offices and agents that work in conjunction with
3_' public officials. They have been chiefly concerned with delinquencies
7. and have not extended their activities broadly into the constructive
' field of general improvement of hygienic and educational conditions.
:__ While there is no complete substitute for the right kind of parental
. influence and supervision, health and education are so much guestions
" of public policy that both the government and organized social effort
o may well intervene fp supplement the home in increasing the physical
- and mental powers of the young,

. The unification and extension of the disconnected and speradic
efforts already in existence for child welfare will have an elevating
influence over the whole country, The door of opporfunity wiil be
= opened wider, the race will be improved, the social order will be
. stabilized, and the foundation of citizenship will be sirengthened.
' The progress ¢f a nation requires its children to be well born, well
- nourished and well educated.
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