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NORTHAMPTON, Mass.,, Feb. 28.The power of the President to
veto legislation is one of the most important checks of our constitu-
tional system. It would be difficult to demonstrate that any refusal to
approve an act of the Congress has caused great harm, while it'is easy
to discover vetoes that have been of great benefit to the country.
Legislators will often approve & bill whien an individual would reject,
because functioning through mass action divides and dilutes their re-
sponsibility. Moreover, the President vepresents all tle people, while
a Senator or a Representative usually considers cnly his constititents,

Generally, the power has heen used sparingly. Eight Presidents
never resorted to it. Washingtoﬁ returned but two bills, Lincoln but
three. Cleveland holds the high record, having disapproved 343
measures.

The veto power is not a methed by which the judgment of one
man is to be used to override the judgment of the Congress. It is {o
provide opportunity to reconsider a doubtful measure. The knowiledge
that legislation will be reviewed, that it may be disapproved in a
public statement by the President has a distinctly deterrent and sober-
ing effect, The veto power safeguards the rights of all the people.
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