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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Jan., 22—Mostly because of development
in some foreign countries we find considerable discussion of whether
democracy is not proving a failure. Very great things have been ex-
pected of that form of government. -‘The oratory that has been
expended in its glorification has not all heen found to be justified. No
informed student of human affairs ever expected that democracy would
be & sovereign remedy for all the {lls with which mortals are beset,
But the principle of self-government, applied in so far as the develop-
ment’, of a people will admit of its application, remains as the best
solution of social relations,

In times of national peril, whether military or economie, it has
been found necessary to modify the application of the principle in the
interest of expedition and solidarity. That has been done in some
European countries, but it is a temporary expedient, Self-government
s the .expression of one of the strongest and ‘most logical aspirations
of human nature. There is no other system that is consistent with
freedom. In the end it will prevail because it is everlastingly ‘right.
The character of our people is the best guarantee of its success in
the United States.
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