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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Jan. 3—Thougands of our citizens and
about one-twenty-fifth of our national wealth are in foreign countries.
For many generations international law has recognized that a gov-
ernment has an inte1es€ in its ecitizens ang their property and is under
a mm‘a] duty to protect them wheraver they are. ﬂthcn»igp 5 country
eould be seriously crippled by the destruction of property or its citizens
themselves when they are abrcad, These duties sud interesls require
any government to protect its ciudzens snd their property in the en-
joyment of their rights under international law when they are on
foreign soil, 1t is not a veluntary action, but a binding duty im-
posed by international law and is comimon to all. nations. Sending
marine forces for this purpose iz not regavded as war,
Our government does nab lke tn do this and avolds it when pos-
sible. But if we failed to do i$ in Central America, Enrovean govern-
ments would send their forces there Lo protect their covresponding in-
terests. - Our forces are not in any country because we want them
there. They are there because of ‘our obligation under international
law. The observance and enforcement of such law is the best guaranty
of order and psace.
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