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NORTHAMPTOXN, Mass., July T.~Some of our people are express-
ing regret. because We diq not appear at the London -conference with
“largest navy in the world. If.we had done so they assume we
anld: have been able at once to dictate to ‘1I:he other nations a tréaty
entirely to gur-advantage. That would have meant a recourse fo the
oidirule of force. They must conclude that we would have secured
4 agreement by which we would say just whaf our own and other
avies sbould be. If did not work that way at the Washington con-
farence. We had to reduce our capital ships to & system of parity. We
gréa'tly' outclassed Italy and France, but they left London without
agfeeihg to our terms. With the world as it_ has been since the war-
s eould have taken no course that would have injured us ‘more in
thie estimation of humanity than by adopting a building program that
4 have been considered a menace to other countries.
Ne¢ one can how claim that we were forcing a reluctant world fo
.S Our moral power at Londen was far greater because we were
4t attempting to lead in naval strength.but were attempting to lead

in naval limitations. ’"}
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