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NORTHAMPTON, ' Mass,, Jan. 10.—The abolition of .city slums
through, public and private effort would be social service of the first
order. : Public discussion concerning -them seldom "appears. because
building and tenement laws, with the high rates of wages, have greatly
imédified these sections.- But they atill. exist.” The present seems a
time “Wheri state and local governments might join with philazithropic
"persons ih rébuilding these areas.

Environment is a powerful factor in human development. But
all“that: is necessaiy cannot be contributed by housing, Many country
hbuso&s_i‘v’ou]&_ make slums i concentrated in s large city. But, with
no crowding end abundant }ight, air and water, the character of houses
in the country is not so important.

It will. take ‘more thad:a combination of such improvements to
abolish the stums. - The problem.is also personal. Changing the outer
garmenis will hot be enough. Elaborate mansions often shelter bad
people. while good people live in poverty. We must reach deeper and
‘chiatige the soul. The mental and moral atmosphere must be reno-
vated. " Fine houses will be in vain unless those who occupy them
cotne under the infiuence of education and religion.
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