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NORTHAMPTON, Mass, Jan. 21.—The situation between France
and Italy again illustrates how extremely difficult it is for natfigns to
gep" away from the age-old policy of trying to rely mostly on force
for security. Those nations were unable to agree on haval armaments
at the London conference. . They did arrange a truce in naval building
which 1s reported now ending, with Ifaly propesing to build gun for
gun with France.

About the only progress made is a ftacit admission all areund that
such acticn is not a good solution of the problems involved. Nafional
pride is the main difficulty. Both countries declare their desire for
peace, but to each security meanhs more arms iri their own hands or
the promise of more arms to be furnished by other people.

The Washington and London {reaties show these differences can
be adjusted. Therein lies the hope. The pressure of high taxes will
work on the side ol reason. With the protection of the League Cove~
nant, the Locarno agreement and the world peace treaty, the Eutropean
nations are in a position. to make concessions in artmaments. They
know the attitude of our public opinion on peace and our disinclination

to finance war.
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