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NORTHAMPTON, Mass,, Jan. 28—We are Very tar from solving
all our problemg of government. We can feel fairly_secure_abodt our
national government. Many unsound proposals will pe made in if, but
they will not often prevail.  Our state governments are geneyally satis-
factory. Sometimes they are too radical, but they are secure. In the
towns, where office is close to the peopte, little trouble is anticipated.
When we turn to the cities the picture is not so encouraging.
In hoth large and small urban communities the government oftentimes

domes so near preaking down that it has to be rescued by state legis:

lation. 'The fundamental difficulty is almost always in finance or
gecurity, high taxes and exiravagance pandering on corruption, and i
faiiure of the police to furnish adequate protection against crime.

Most of the trouble could be eliminated by the right type pf mayot.
‘Popular election of the chief ‘executiva of cities is coming to be
discredited in many places. The people at large want and would SUPPOrt
good city government, but under the present system they are unable to
gecure it. The remedy may be found in some indirect method of
electing the mayor or closer state supérvision of that office,
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