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NORTHAMPTON, Mass, March 13.—There is no need for hasty
judgment on the progressive’s conference held in Washington. Many
sincere pecple attended it. Their assumption that they are " hetter
than any of the political parties will de no harm. Apparently they
have an ambitious program. They seek to guide all other public
officers. Their official members have not always shown great capaeity
for co-operation. If they now learn to co-operate with each other they
later may be able better to co-operate with other members of the
Congress.

The conference has accomplished little by naked criticism. Every
one knows that the government is not perfect. Almost every one sus-
pects that it will not be made perfect for seme time. Yet we all want
to see it improved. We all desire progress, prosperity and an even
better distribution of the rewards of industry, although in these we
now surpass the world. Very few now believe that these things can
be secured by more extravagance, more loafing, more politics, or more
government.

The discussion may prove helpful. A reduction of vague ideas
to specific proposals usually shows whetlier they are sound. The for-
mation of a constructive common-sense program for perfecting the

country will not be found easy. Ca N C
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