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NORTHAMPTON, Mass, May 18 —Apparently it will again be
demonstrated that the worst things do not happen. Much ansiety has
arisen over international differences concerning the proposed customs
union between Germany and Austria. - A serious impasse was feared
when the question came up for discussion among the powers at Geneva.
Bub without difficuity five most vitally interested nations have indicated
that the preliminary subject of legality should go to the World Court.

It would be difficult to provide a better illustration of the. great
impor’tance as an instrument of good will and peace of that high
¢ribunal, Germany and Austria ciaim a right to make a freaty.
Other nations claim that such action viclates a treaty made with
them. With the present state of European feeling a diplomatic de-
cision would be most difficult. But the interpretation of treaties is
usually the clearest kind of judicial question. It appears so in this
case. As the result of the existence of a courl of competent juris-
diction, instead of a long dispute with a threat of force over tech-
nicalities we have the orderly process of reason and law. Such a settle-
ment of international disputes is of inestimable value.
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