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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., May 26.—Some of the younger generation
the world over are complaining because they have to bear the obliga-
tions coming to them from the past, They assert that as they did not
create such obligations they ought not to have to discharge them.
They apply this reasoning particularly to cortlitions arising out of the
war.

It would be wonderful if we could be relieved of all the mistakes
and debts and enjoy only the wisdom and property of the past. Un-
fortunately that is impossible. We have to take the world as it is.
The liabilities cannot be separated from the assets. If the new genera-
tion enjoys the advantages of the scholarship, inventions and accumu-
lations of past ages it cannot successfully repudiate the charges with
which the inheritance is burdened.

No possibility exists ‘of restoring the world from the ravages of the
war except by a long, hard, laborious process. Any concerted effort
to seek @ remedy in any other direction would result enly in destroying
the great values which now exist. There is no salvation in repudiation
or confiscation. All past experience indicates that the youth of the
world uitimately will recognize this and have the courage and char-
acter to provide the necessary reconstruction.
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