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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., May 7—Columbia University has taken
a leading position in relation to intercollegiate athletics. The old
systern so long in existence has resulted from the conception that such
sports were entirely the voluntary and essentially the ontside and in-
dependent activities of students with which the school had only remote
connection. Not the faculty but the students and alumni committee
have bheen in control. This has led to abuses both of commercialism
and professionalism. This era of irresponsibility is passing. '

By squarely recognizing that such athletics are a pari of the official
student activities and putting them in charge of the faculiy under the
trustees a unified control has been secured and the chance for abuses
has been much teduced. In supporting these activities out of the
college treasury instead of out of gate receipts the entire responsibility
for them has been assumed by the university.

Pnysical culture and competitive team sports are officiaily recog-
nized as legitimate parts of the educational courses. This will give &
new standing and dignity to athletics. The university will no longer
appear as an adjunct of the foothall squad. The training of the body
and the mind will be co-ordinated and each stand in ifs proper relation,
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