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. NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Nov. 17—At the recent. British Imperial
_Confewnce the dominions tried to eat their cake and have it, too.
:They asked for equality with Britain and more local self government,
iwhich they got. They wanted preferential tariffs within the empire,
“pich they did not get. They sought greater wpolitical freedom for
hemselves and less economic freedom. for Britain. They wished to
jiare the British markets but not the British responsibilities.

“Heonomic unity and political unity usually go together, Foy that
“reason the Briand propesal for a federated Europe is a rational plan
-for. closer economic relations. ‘Qur own Union was founded on the
soecsity for an economic unity. Business advantages came from a
rommon law and common governmental responsibilities. if local spirit
nd diverse interests keep Britain and her dominions from having a
'1éai federal government, the same forces will prevent closer economic

tles

At & time when the tendency in the United States is for more
entralization in cour government, the British Empire is dispersing its
thority. The result will be that the different dominions of the
mpire will form their own outsifie business connections, while our
tates will be drawn into closer commercial harmony.
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