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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Nov. 20—The report that a group of ﬁfty
prominent . persons are to be called togethér to consider what Temedy
can be provided to relleve trade and industry in some of our large citieg
of the burden of what is called racketeering is welcome news, Tk
last apnual convention of the American Federation of Tabor denouncey
this evil and most ‘commendably resolved fo take action against any
of it that came in contact with their organization. Otherwise thers has
been little of a concerted movement for suppression.
In effect, a super government is undertaking to grant DI'IVlleges
and immunities, usually for a payment of money, under threat g
penalties to be suffered if the demands arg¢ refused. While this form
of corruption is peculiarly abhorrent to a Iree people, the ordings
individual is practically helpless against it. To refuse submission meay
to jeopardize his business, if not his bodily safely. Only an aroused
insistent and united public, with the help of the police power, will i
able to cope with, the situation. A public ventilation of the menag
and energetic action by all agencies charged with suppressing crim
are clearly needed. Failure to provide security means wes.knesx'iﬁ
our government. :
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