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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Nov. 7.—A few judges in-different locali-
ties have recently come under suspicion.

The first requisite of every unit of government is to furnish order
and security. That means, in time of peace, protection from crimes
against the person and property. The next requirement is the enforce-
ment.of legal obligations. To furnish a process for redress when these
rights have been invaded, courts have been established. It.is their duty
to piinish erime and decide causes befween individuals. If the courts
break down, the citizen has little remedy for public or private grievances.

Because of these indispensable public duties, it is necessary for the
courts to be kept impartial, detached and pure. Aoy failure in this
respect is a blow at the very vitals of our government. The funda-
mentals of security and justice would both be gone.. The result would
pe virtually unchecked crime and anarchy.

The general character of our bench is very high. It must be kept
so. Any charges formally and seriously made of improper conduct by
judges must be thoroughly investigated and all guilt actively prosecuted,
that our courts be purged of every suspicion. A corrupt judge is one
of the worst enemies of the Republic.
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