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NORTHAMPTON, Mass, Oct. 14—TIn almost all peace-time gov-
ernmental decisions ecconomic resuits are & dominant motive. The
tmperial conference amMong the dominions of the British Empire now
heing held at London is largely given up to questions of trade regula-
tions. The delegate for Canada propesed an empire policy of pro-
tection good against the rest of the world, with preference among the
different dominions.

The most important decision at the conference was made hy Chan-
cellor Snowden in announcing that the present government would not
favor the adoption of such a policy. This came after the declaration
favorable to the pririciple by Stanley Baldwin, leader of the Con-
servatives.

A counter-proposal has come from the Board of Trade, pledging
Great Britain to purchase a cerfain percentage of her imports from
the dominions. But in this there will be difficulties of allocation, Pro-
tection for a compact country like the United States 1s entirvely different
from applying the policy to a world empire.

The desire of trade 10 buy in the cheapest and seil in the highest
market then makes all artificial restrictions exceedingly probiematical.
Each dominion would have t¢ make some sacrifice. The decision of the
British Cabinet will have a very importani eflect on world trade.
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