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NORTHAMPTON, Mass., Oct, 4.—The annual convention of the
American Legion, beginning at Boston on October 6, will be a notable
event. As we get tarther from the war and the veterans graw older,
their meetings have less of ihe aspect of a frolic of exuberant youth
and become more the serious affait of matute and th_oughtfu'x men.
Consequently, the Legion is more flourishing and holds a higher place
i the esteem of all service men and of the public

It is distinctly a patriotic organization. The suppott of American
institutions is the chief object of its members. Because of them order
and liberty are more secure. They are firm advocates of peace, which
they seek tO promote through adeguate preparation for national de-
fense and the just and temperate conduct of a self-respecting people
toward all the rest of the world.

Because the Legion has come into a position of great power and
infiuence it has great responsibilities. 1t can set the standard for
this generation in public thought and public duty. It can assume &
jeagership in peace scarcely less important thatl the service it per-
formed in war. A grateful countty looks to the Legion with increas-

ing confidence.
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