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NORTHAMPTON, Mass, Sept. 10.-The report that the Tariff
Commission is about to start investigations of a wide variety of com-
- modities will not give mugh encouragement to business.

The low tariff advgcates first secured the fAexible provisions of the
law?, Whep careful research under it showed rates were too low, W1th
the exception of scme agrlcultural schedules, flexibility was abandaned
by its former sponsors. New investigations would probably reveal
about the same conditions.

While we talk of 8, scientifie tariff fo balance the difference in
cost of production at home and abroad, condltlons change so fast that
rates can be only approximate. We da not wish to. excludd foreign
goods but to give our people only a fair chance in their own markets
under our scale of wages and standards of lving.

A very bad tariff would be better than constant agitation, uncer-
tainty, foreign ammosxty and change. We have recently had well over
a year of tariff discussion with resulting injury to business. Hope. for
a purely scientific tariff will prove a delusion. Any prolonged investi-
gations, cov‘ermg many schedules for the purpose of rewriting the law,
will d¢ more harm than géod. Many will be injured while none will
be satisfled. . And the country will not be benefited.
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