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COOLIDGE APPRALS
10 WOMEN 10 VOTE
10 PROTECT NATION

Warns Against Departing “in
This Troubled Period™ From
Our System of Government.

MINORITY RULE DEPLORED

Président Emphasizes Safety of
Separate Executive, Legis-
lative and Judiciary.

STAY-AT-HOMESARE SCORED

Citizens Who Hold Aloof From
’ Polities Are Condemned In
Address Before D, A. R.

Special to The New York Times.

WASHINGTON, April 14.—Speaking
before the Continental Congress of«the
Daughters of the American Revolution
tonight, President Coolidge urged women
to take an active and lngelllgent part
in politics, at least to the extent of ex-
ercising their franchise.

The President declared that pppular
Government “is facing one of the dif-
ficult phases of the perpetual trial to
which it always has been and always
will be subjected,”” and ‘that it needs
the support of every element of patriot-
ism, intelligence and capacity that can
be summoned.”

Apparently the scandals of the pres-
ent day were in the President’s mind.
He urged his hearers always to keep in
mind the ‘“‘high purpose which presided
at the beginning of our Government,”
and said that ‘‘we shall need at all
times, and we need particularly at this
c}lrrent troubled period, to keep clearly
in our thought the conception of our
system as the most nearly perfect mode
of guaranteeing . the essentials. of
frcedom.”

.. Ambassadors Jusserand of France and
Howard of Great Britain and General
Pershing heard President Coolidge de-;
liver his speech and they, too, briefly

addressed the delegates. Mme. Jus-
| serand accompanied the French Am-.
. bassador.

M. Jusse‘t"and spoke of the changes
that had come to America and to Amer-
ican women since he first addressed a
D. A. R. Congress twenty-two Yyears
'ago.

.. Sir Esme Howard sald that a few
.years ago the presence of a British dip-
lomat on the stage at a D. A. R. Con-
gress might have been embarrassing.
He found, howsaver, only pleasure in ac-,
cepting the society's invitation as an evi-
dence of the present happy relations be-
tween the two countries. Sir Esme paid:
a tribute to Abraham Lincoln, whom he
| described as ‘‘the greatest American,
| who built on a spiritual foundation, who
i was majestic in his solitude and human
in his great sympathy." ‘
General Pershing made a plea for mili-
tary training and education in citi-!
. zenship. |
! Mrs. Coolidge occupied a box. She;
was accompanied Dy Senator and Mrs. :
Reed of Pennsylvania and Frank W.
' Stearns of Boston. ,
Among the delegates registered for
‘the congress is Mrs. Sarah Pollard of
- Proctorsville, Vt. She is an aunt of
| the President and is a guest of Mr.
and Mrs. Coolidge at the White House.

The President read from manuseript
and several times was Interrupted by
applause, particularly when he urged
the obligation of voting.

Defines the Organization’s Name,

“You have come to Washington for
the yearly replenishment of the patriot-
ism which the capital of our country
suggests,” President Coolidge said. “The,
womanhood of the land has always
made large contributions to that senti-
ment.. You are the descendants of those
fathers and mothers of the Republic to
whom was revealed the promise of the
great place which America was to hold
in the world. You are the inheritora of
their genius, their daring and their ini-
tlative, which in seeking out new ways
and untried paths laid the foundation for
all that our country has come to mean.
They were at once the defenders of the
true faith and the pfoneers of progress.
Our duty is ever to maintain thelr faith
and cherish their spirit of progress.

«] greet you as the Daughters of
the American Revolution, But it oc-
curs to me that you are entitled to have
a broader definition given to the proud
name of your illustrious organization.
The Daughters of the American Revolu-

tion, yes. But you are more. You are
daughters of the Revolution—of all the
. e :

Continued on Page Three.
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revolutions that have meant the broad-
ening of understanding, the expanding
of intelligence, the strengthening: of the
mighty purpose to make this a better
world for all the people to inhabit and
possess. ,

“You are each °‘the heir of all -the
ages,’ the daughter of every revolution
that has almed to broaden the rights

and secure the liberties of the human
race. For two thousand years or more

the lovers of liberty everywhere have|

done honor to that Roman matron who
was the mother of the Gracchi, because
she put motherhood above the richest
jewels; and two thousand years hence
the children of liberty. everywhere will
still be doing honor to the generations
of American women, the mothers, wives,
sisters and daughters of those American
men who, in every hour-of supreme peril,
have stood together ready. to make the
necessary sacrifice- to save civilization
from overwhelming catastrophe.

., '‘But the women of America are more
than the daughters of the mothers of
the revolutions that through the cen-
turies of the past have marked the ad-
vance of humanity. For you women who
are gathered here tonight are also the
representatives of another revolution, of
your very own and in your own time.
1 mean, of course, that tremendous up-
heaval in political institutions which
within a few years has brought to wo-
men well-nigh” everywhere the privilege
and the duty of full partnership in the
public affairs of the world.

*“We have not yet been able to frame
a very definlte judgment of the changes
that will be wrought in our public life,
or our private life, because of this re-
markable development, It has come so
suddenly upon the world, chiefly within
this first quarter of the twentieth cen-
tury. that we have not had time to ap-
praise its full meaning. The institutions
of democracy have suddenly extended
themselves to regions where only a few
veans ago we could hardly imagine them
taking strong and permanent hold.

““The meaning of the American Revo-
lution is now eclear to us_in its double
aspect. On _the one hand it was -con-
servative. It had as its purpose the
preservation of the ancient rights of
English freemen, which were not new
even when they were set out in the Great
Charter of the day of King John. On
the other hand, it represented an exten-
sion of the right of the people to govern
themselves. .For the first time there
was put into practice the principle of
‘governments ¢ * * deriving their just
powers from the consent of the gov-
erned.’ -

“That principle, there declared and
established, has been expanding in its
influence from that day to this. Shortly
after, France experienced its effect In
that = revolution which' so completely
destroyed the foundation of the old
régime that it was never agaln firmly
and fully reestablished. Not long after,
this was followed by the British Reform
bill of 1832, :

A Challenge to Self-Government.

«The wide and rapid strides which
have marked the progress of this prin-
ciple through all intervening history are
too well known and apparent to need
-&tatement or comment. The right of
the people to rule has become more and
more broadly extended, more and more
widely recognized. In its latest exten-

sion it has included the enfranchisement
of women.

«All of this has been the result of the
spirit of the times. It has been accom-
panied by one of the most terrible con-
vulsions that the human race has ever
experienced. The face of the earth has
been changed. TChe institutions of popu-
lar government everywhere have been
put to a2 supreme test. In it all there is
a challenge to those who belleve that
self-government is strong enough to pre-
vent disorder, wise enough to provide
freedom, righteous enough to establish
justice and humane enough to show
mercy. It is_a challenge that we can-
not ignore. e must meet it and an-
swer it, and by our readiness to make
sacrifices demonstrate our faith. It is
not enough to be Daughters - of - the
American Revolution. It will not do
merely to rely on the Constitution and
the laws of the land. Institutions,
whether adopted long ago or of more re-
cent origin, are of themselves entirely
insufficient.

“All of these are of no avail without
the constant support of an enlightened
public conscience. But still more is
needed. Our only salvation lies also in
ever present vigilance and determined
action of the people themselves. The

eroic thought and action of the Revolu-
tion must forever be supplemented by
heroic thought and action of today.
| . “Along with the great expansion of
free institutions, which has carried them
. to all parts of the world in a startlingly
brief historic period, there has gone a
broadening of the principle of self-gov-
ernment. The ballot in the earlier forms
of democracy was the privileged pos-
session of a limited class. It was not
looked upon as a righi, but rather as

the reward of some, kind of high

| ) AR
' achievement, perhaps nraterial, perhaps

intellectual. L L.

... *“But-lately we have:come.upon-times
/in which the vote Is estéemed not as a
privilege or a . special ,endowment .be-
| stowed only. for. cause :shown, but more
in the nature of -an inherent right with-
held only for cause shown. This new,
‘conception makes it .no longer a ‘privi-
lege, no longer even a right which may

be exercised or omitted as its possesso

shall' préefer. v , s .
. “It becomes an obligation of citizen-
Iship, to be exercised with the highest
 measure of intelligence, thoughtfulness
and consideration .for ithe public.concern.:
The fundamental question of keeping
America truly American is whether the
obligation of citizenship is fully ob-
served. L

‘“Every voter ought not merely td vote,
but to vote under the inspiration of a
_high purpose to serve the nation. It
‘has been’ calculated that in most elec-
_tions: only about half of those entitled
to vote actually exercise their franchise.
What is worse, a considerable part of
those who neglect to vote do it be-
cause of a curious assump ion of su-
perfority tothis elementary duty of the
citizen. They presume to be rather
too good, too exclusive, to soil their
hands with the work of politics. Such
an attitude cannot too, vigorously be
condemned. :

“Popular government is facing one of
the difficult phases of the perpetual
trial to which it always has been.and
always will be subjected.. It needs the
support of every element of patriotisgtx;,
intelligence and capacity that can be
summoned.

Sees Safety In Our System.

_“I suppose that even among the
DauBhters of the American Revolution
there are some women who sincerely
feel that it is unbecoming of thelr sex
to take an active part in politics. It'
is a little difficult to comprehend how
such an attituce could be maintained
by any women eligible to such a. society
as this, and sufficiently interested in

tie society to participate in its work.
It is not exactly In harmony with a
devotion to the memory of Molly
Pitcher. .

“Nevertheless, there are such, and to
them I want especially to direct an ap-|
peal for a different attitude toward the
obligations of the voter. I am much less
concerned for what party, what policles
and what candidgtes you vote, than that
you shall vote, and that your vote shall
represent conviction. When an enlight-
ened electorate acts, I have no fear of
the_ result. .

““Here in America we are living under
a form of democratic-republican insti-
tution, which 1 profoundly believe to
be the best that has yet been thoroughly
tested. I say this because our system
has gone so far in carefully separating
the different departments of the Gov-
ernment,

“In the beginnings of the evolution of
government all power was lodged in a
single head of the State, The sovereign
was at once the legislative authority,
the executive power, and the Jjudicial
discretion. The man in whom were as-
sembled all these functions and prerog-
atives might well sav, ‘I am the State.’
But let me remind you that about the
same time also was uttered the grim
prophecy, ‘After me, the deluge! And
that prophecy was realized in a deluge
of blood. .

“In the early development of popular
institutions the legislative and executive
authorities were divided. The power of
the purse was gradually and at last
effectively assumed by the representa-
tives of the people. It was a long ad-
vance. But not until the founders_of
our Republic had made a further .dis-
tribution and differentiation of funec-
tions was popular government assured
the opportunity to prove its case. 1

““When the judicial function was_set
apart and made the third independent
but coordinating factor in the form of
Government, the scheme of a perfected
democratic-republicanism was for the
first time presented to the world. That
was the great contribution made by the
founding fathers in our Constitution.

“By virtue of it the people were at
last assured equality against the
tyranny of any despotic executive and
the tyranny of any despotic legislature.
Neither of them, nor both of them to-
gether, might thereafter impose a law-
Jess will upon a defenseless people.

“To the preservation, the guardianship
and the gradual perfection of this sys-
tem the American people may well be

summoned. ¥From its earliest establish-
ment our Government has _been an ex-;
ample to other peoples, “wherever they‘
might be, seeking the way of enlight-‘
ened freedom. The Constitution of 1789°
has ever since been the inspiration .and:
guide for builders of popular institu-
tions. It is for us to direct the process
of our public life that our institutions
shall continue worthy of the admiration’
and imitation of other communities and
the sure defense of our own liberties.
In this we shall render our greatest
service to humanity. :

‘““We shall succeed if we keep always
before us the high purpose which pre-
jsidectl at the beginning of our Govern-
ment. : - '

“This Current Troubled Period.”

| “We shall need at all times, and we

need particularly in this current troubled
I period, to keep clearly in our thought
| the conception of our system as the

most nearly perfect mode of guarantee-
ing the essentials-of freedom. Under it

o PXEd . "'._ . .',‘ N . Lo,
we have enjoyed liberty without license.,
_Under it ‘we have been saved-from the
excesg of partisanship or of sectional-
ism. .*Under It we have grown in
Strength and wealth and moral author-
ty. But :we have never seen, and it is
“unlikely ' that we ever shall see, the
time when we can safély relax our vigi-
lance and risk our institutions to run
themselves under the hand of an active,
even ‘though well-intentioned,. minority.

'Abrahant Lincoin sald that no man
is good enough ‘to ,governua.nyfothex'
man. So that we might add that no
minority is good enough to ber trusted
with. the government of a majority.
Ang,. still- further, we shall be wise if
we maintain also that no majority can
be trusted to be wise enough and good
enough at all timies to exercise unlim-
it.e_c'l control over a minority.

'We need the restraints of a written
Constitution. To prevent.the possibility
of such things happening, we must re-
quire-all citizens who are entitled to do
so, to take their full part in public
affairs. We must be sure that they
are educatéd, tralned and equipped to
do their part well. We must not per-
mit the mechanisms of government, the
multipHcity of constitutional and ‘stat-
unatory provisions fo become so complex
as. to get beyond control by an aroused
and informed electorate.

‘““We must provide ample facilities of
education, and this will redquire con-
stant expansion and liberalization. We
must aim to Impress upon each citizen
the individua] duty to be a sincere stu-
dent of public problems, jn order.that
they may rightly- render the service
which their citizenship exacts. But,
after =all, good citizenship is neither
intricate nor involved, It is simple and
direct. It is every-day common sense
angd Justice. -

“It"is my privilege to make an appeal
to the womanhood of ‘America which no
former. President could have made in
gimilar circumstances. Four years ago
today we did-not know that the nation-
wide enfranchisement of woman would
be accomplished in time to enable all of
them to vote at the Presidential election.
But today we know precisely what is
ahead of us. The determination of na-
tional policy that will be made in next
November will turn quite as much upon
the attitude of the women as upon. the
judgments of the men. So I come to you
women, who, I know, will pardor me if
I prefer to address you ag representa-
tives of the daughters of all the revolu-
tions, rather than as merely the Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, to
say that your country wants not only
your votes, but your influence, in all
coming elections. By this I do not mean.
to appeal in behalf of any party. 1 ap-
peal in behalf of our common country.

“It is not enough to say that you did
not seek the ballot. Your, heroic sires
did not seek the Revolution. But It
came, and they met it by heroic action.
Surely the ‘womanhood of the nation
who go down into the Valley of the
Shadow of Death for their sons and
daughters cannot long neglect to par-
ticipate in elections that they and their
children may ‘continue to have the ad-
vantages of a Government that is clean
and wise and sound. :

“As it was the initiation of America
which made manhood suffrage a modern
ideal for the world, so we want now the
initiation of America to make citizen
suffrage a demonstrated success for the
world.

“T have absolute confidence that if
American womanhood will exercise the
right of franchise, after fair, consld-
erate and mature deliberation, voting
for what is right as their best. judg-
ment shows them the right, the right
will mightily prevail.

“‘Surely the womanhood of our coun-
try, who have lavished upon the sons
“and daughters of the land such a_wealth
of affection, who watch over them in
every crisis, from the cradle to the
grave, with immeasureable devotlon,
will not hesitate to make sufficicent sac-
rifice to preserve for themselves and
those they love ‘the last best hope of the
world’—American institutions.”
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