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STATEMENT RELATIVE TO ASSISTING DISCHARGED
SOLDIERS, SAILORS AND MARINES IN SECURING
EMPLOYMENT.

February 5, 1919.

To Employers of Labor in Massachusetts .
The return to industry of the men who have been in the
military and naval service of the United States is a matter
of immediate concern to the public .

It affects not only

the personal welfare of the soldiers , but to fully as great.
an extent the interests of all our people.

These men have

had no opportunity to accumulate even the smallest of
reserve funds .

As they return , most of them are in need

of immediate employment.
Although their services have
entitled them to special consideration , they ask only oppor
tunity to return to normal occupations .
I desire to commend most highly the manner in which
the employers of the Commonwealth have responded to
my earnest representations as to the duty of taking back
into their former positions any and all men who left em
ployment for the military or naval service .

There seems

to be no question in the mind of the employer as to the
man's right to reinstatement.
The duty of assisting discharged

soldiers ,

sailors

and

marines in securing employment has been assigned to the
United States Employment Service in co-operation with
State and local public safety committees and with the
leading welfare organizations; especially those which have
concerned themselves with the welfare of the soldier.
A
special bureau , maintained by these organizations, is being
organized in every city and town in the Commonwealth ,
but no bureaus can create opportunities for employment.
They must have the active co - operation of employers .
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I take this occasion to commend and again to call upon
employers for their fullest co -operation .
I urge them to
take back into their concerns every former employee and
to give preference , when filling other vacancies, to dis
charged soldiers and sailors recommended by the United
States Employment Service , or the bureau for returning
soldiers, sailors and marines.
The Federal and State governments are taking active
measures to bring together employers and men who are
looking for jobs . Only the continued co-operation of em
ployers is needed to effect the return of all our soldiers ,
sailors and marines to normal industry without economic
disturbance.

