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MESSAGE RELATIVE TO REIMBURSING CERTAIN

PUBLIC OFFICIALS BECAUSE OF INJURIES SUS

TAINED AS A RESULT OF THE PERFORMANCE

OF PUBLIC DUTY.

EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, Boston , June 5 , 1919 .

To the Honorable Senate and House of Representatives.

During the night of June 2 the residences of two officials

of this Commonwealth were damaged by explosions which

were brought about by reason of their doing their public

duties in accordance with the oaths of their offices. The

obligation of apprehending the criminals and bringing them

to punishment lies in the hands of the police and courts .

Compensation for the injury requires legislation . I am of

the opinion that the injury which has been suffered in these

two cases, - one of which was that of a Representative of

the General Court, Leland Powers of Newton , and the other

that of Albert F. Hayden , Justice of the Municipal Court of

Roxbury, - having resulted from the performance of a

public duty, should be borne by the public . There are

many precedents for reimbursing those in the public em

ploy who have suffered injury while in the performance of

their duty, and I am of the opinion that the General Court

should consider whether these do not fall within the same

principle ; and if in the opinion of the General Court such is

the case, it is recommended that compensation be paid to

these two public officers for the injury done their residences,

for which no other compensation has been paid .

It cannot be made too plain that those in whom the

people have reposed the responsibility of legislation and the

administration of justice will be supported by the people in

the conscientious performance of their duties. Any attack

upon such performance is an attack on the sovereignty of the

people which the people will repel by every possible means.

For legislation see Special Acts, 1919 , chapters 235 and 253 .


